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Gliding for the R.A.F.

OU can't keep a good sport down. In the last

issue of THE SacpLane we had to reproduce

an order prohibiting all “gliding or kindred
activity.”" And here, in the very next issue, we can
report that our pilots have been at it again, kindred
activity and all, and with Air Ministry sanction,

The occasion was an Easter camp at the London
Gliding Club attended by 22 pupils from an Initial
Training Wing of the Royal Air Force. Naturally
the club’s own members had to be allowed to fly too,
and were permitted to spread their wings to the tune
of two miles horizontally and 2,000 ft. vertically. This
they duly did, as will be seen from the Club News on
another page, where also it is regorded who had a hand
in making the camp a success.

Ihe campers were men who, having been sent to
an Initial Training Wing at the outbreak of war for a
two months’ course, had been there ever since: and,
as The Aderoplane puts it: “'If the period extends to
six months and they take the same end-of-course
cxamination three times and still seem no nearer flying,
the place and the work must become a burden and a
bore., "’

Ihe prospect of getting into the air, no matter how,
resulted in half the strength of the Wing volunteering
for the camp, although they had not only to take it
out of their Easter leave, but to pay 10s. a day for
the privilege. So those who came had to be chosen by
]_3’*"1”0!, and it so happened that all but five of them had
*ﬂ“-'ilfi}' Iﬁ'.'n.‘.'n acroplanes, either solo or dual. But
tF]::,[uFr:rljjn:rI::fL;ﬂS; l’.‘:l;._lgiﬂ Iup:vil.llf_L?mr rest, and, in
Air Uuﬁ?ﬁtu”{;;.qu | u .qu:: _thT as ..lbt as the average
two days’ 'll';i]l'ti.]';: ¥ l.ﬂ E:;_?:L'-I-. .l 7 thpalfm?.tmn' - i
(lnchisding ‘SEop. ;jﬁr,' 1!';“? o _and lfr A" certificates
Kl in o 2‘;“[1:{; ab t;:_::ms] were taken off the
theirs on "nlm-m':-;l'l:n ‘I!}- F > rE?"L {:m'l]d h:'im tkes
‘iu;.ring “.-;[.Id -_Il: IIFIr -{}l." ]rl downhill “‘jj’]f’j; 111 r;“'_*tr a
et = mmznﬂ{;:,:l a‘h‘t fr:::l,.r would certainly have re-
11:’“’1 hE-I'r'I_ ."‘H'EI! ﬂ.-r:l-j_l'.{_l;'ﬂ]!.“.dle?:l Eﬂr ﬁ” lhl.'- ‘-'Hl"]_'-l'ﬂrf'i-

Since E::Hti:r P |*:n-;b j.'.‘*hl-':?']'llh by dual control.
SlUssey .'-tinuii-h 1.'.-E- .I. . ; z ‘“-lmm e ok H}-m;’:— ‘:IUh. .
Slagred II_II! A Jr'll-":';;- . I-rllx.llf-{_i soapeea {IEITIJ'_!I'I_SH'.{-HH'}['I
had been IE:'lﬂ'tld i t“} H ;".m 3 I'III.II'Iﬂ]-I._‘.J' pluvimtors What

It is a sort of 5 :-:-'ql ;E i 11_\':‘“ weeks of lhf: H'.Iwm.i"
all drawn from l.lll?zr H“l;”l‘fr BNiE seihe. miEn .r".“!"lﬁ
S, and all of them ab initios.

They had made quick progress, and handled their
DacLivcs very well from winch launches up to about
400 ft. The Squadron Leader in charge is very keen
on making the scheme a success, and is carrying on
with it as long as the authorities allow, in the hope
that it will lead to greater developments.

Needless to say, civilians could not be kept out of
this show either, and six sailplanes turned up for the
occasion.  These were: Vikine [, John Simpson's
VikinG two-seater and Kirey KiTg, the Surrey Club’s
Gurunav, Camerince II, and the Blue Gurr, in which
G, H. Stephenson well and truly shot up the distin-
guished visitors sitting in chairs before the club
house, and Dudley Hiscox climbed in a thermal off
the acrodrome to the 2,000 ft. Lhmit.

The equipment of the ‘‘school'’ consists of five
Dacrings and a TorrerNsoe secondary, with winch,
all loaned from the Cambridge University Gliding Club,
whose member, R. C. (5. Slazenger, has been a mov-
ing' spirit in the business. The Vikmc 11 is now
available also for dual control lessons, so there is a
promise of pupils reaching the thermal soaring stage.

There is now a prospect of further good news for
the clubs, in the shape of a definite scheme for provid-
ing glider training for the R.A.F. as a preliminary to
learning to fly with an engine. This has been worked
out in detail and 1s being considered by the Air
Ministry, and we understand there is no truth in the
report of an evening newspaper that it has already
been turned down. We hope that, if this scheme is
adopted, it will recognise that soaring, not merely
gliding, is the true “‘useful preliminary, ete., ete.”’ In
fact, we understand, and with much pleasure, that the
scheme, as submitted, includes provision for aero-
towing.

It is to be hoped that, if the scheme goes through,
civilians will not be debarred from flying at gliding
clubs. If fying sailplanes does not interfere with
“national requirements,'’ they have every right to be
allowed to fly. Furthermore, in view of past experi-
ence, it will be difficult to teach the R.A.F. to soar
unless they see a large amount of soaring being done
by others.  Also, those who can but may not otherwise
fly, including men on leave from active service, can
keep themselves in flying trim in a way which, as Mr.
Wills proved in our last issue, serves as well as power
flying for the purpose,
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From Here and There

France Glides Again.—Sailflying, according to
L Asfr pour les feunes, has been resumed in France; and
particularly by the Amicale du Vol 4 voile Frangais,
of Beynes (near Paris), since March 24th,

* * *

News of Polish Pilots.—Mr. A. H. Yates, who visited
Bezmiechova at the end of last August, has heard from
the Polish *'Silver C" pilot Wanda Machnowska who
escaped to Vilna at the same time as he did, and who
will be remembered by the British party which visited
Poland in 1938. She writes that many of her Polish
colleagues are now in England. Instructor Hasko is
in Yugo-Slavia and Mr. Mynarski (who shared the prize
for greatest distance in the 1937 International Con-
test) is in Lwow. She herself is at Vilna, but her
university is closed, her father is in a Lithuanian intern-
ment camp for Polish officers, and the gliding school
near Vilna is shut “‘because there aren’t any gliders.”’

* * *

Another Down-current Fatality.—At an inguest on
March 2l1st at Upton-on-Severn on  Aircraftman
K. C. T. Humphreys, the pilot of an aeroplane of open
cockpit type stated that, after landing, he found the
rear cockpit empty. ““When about 1,800 ft. up they
had experienced a very severe down-current, which
caused the machine to drop a considerable distance"
(News Chroicle). He concluded from the evidence that
his passenger, Humphreys, had found the parachute
harness uncomfortable and had undone it to adjust
it; this would explain why he was not strapped
in. It may be recalled that, in a west wind, Upton-on-
Severn would be in the lee of the Malvern Hills, which
are steep-sided on the east and stand 1,350 ft. above
tha Severn valley.

# * *

Thermal Velocities in India.—Over Poona the rate
of vertical currents in the afternoon is generally of the
order of 3 to b km. per hour (2§ to 4} ft. per sec.),
though on rare occasions it rises to 10 km. per hour
(9 ft. per sec.), according to a paper on **Vertical
currents in the first few kilometres over Poona . | . il
by K. P. Ramakrishnan (Simla, India Met. Dept.,
1939). This makes hay of the popular idea that the
!m!.u:r the climate, the stronger the thermals, for what
15 apparently rare in India is by no means uncommon
in Europe, while in Lapland, on the Arctic Circle,
thermals often reach 30 ft. per sec. and more, as
described in THE SaiLpLane last December, The well-
known meteorologist who reviews this Indian paper in
the Meteorological Magasine has the effrontery to
write: “While an immense amount of information is
now obtained every day regarding the horizontal cur-
rents in the atmosphere practically nothing 1s published
about the verlical chrrents, and f for no other reazon
tlIm present paper is to be welcomed in that it does
direct attention to the importance of vertical currents
and  give some information their

; : regarding
nitude,”  (Our talics,)

Mg -

Greetings from America.—From Peckslitt, 0 o
where a meeting was held to celebrate the anniy .h.-,
of the Hudson Valley Soaring Assceiation, cosos
postcard dated February 24th with the mes: _!;,
“We're doing some ‘winter soaring’ here—wai, ne
for spring.’ It is signed by Wally Setz and 25 -.-_11;:"
leading personalitics in American soaring.

[ ]
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“You Blow and I'll Watch.”—You can put an air
speed indicator out of order by blowing down the pitot
tube, as many an owner has found who has left his
sailplane unattended when there are small boys about,
Some experiments by J. Roos, of Holland, described
in a paper on ““The Physiology of Playing the Flute,"
explain why. He says: “The velocity of the air leav-
ing the flautist’s mouth was equal to that of a hurri-
cane, even for low notes, "

= L2 *

Huntin’ and Glidin’.—In the House of Commons Mr,
Leach (Bradford Central) asked the Minister of Agricul-
ture if he was aware that fox and stag hunting
damaged agriculture, handicapped the food supply, dis-
couraged the allotment industry, took away fit men and
women from productive work, and so was detrimental
to the national interests; and would he take steps to
procure its prohibition? Mr. Ramsbotham, replving
for the Minister, said : “*Careful consideration has been
given to the effects of hunting on the national economy
in war time, but my right hon. friend, as at present
advised, sees no sufficient reason for adopting the hon.
member’s suggestion.”” Meanwhile, “‘after a careful
and sympathetic review of all aspects of the question,
the Department (of Civil Aviation) regrets that the
national requirements leave no alternative to a cessa-
tion of the activities of the gliding c¢lubs.”

W . *

Gratuitous Lift.—F. W. Lanchester, in an article in
Flight of March 28th, explains how, when birds flv
in “V" formation, ‘‘the air to right and left of the
leader has 1'1_’5ii|tl.'ll'_':.' upward motion nu'in;,_:' tor  the
vortical character of the wake disturbance,” and works
out how much an aeroplane’s performance can be thus
improved. Keith Turner, applying the theory to sail-
planes, writes to Flight: “II two Westland 'i-}'ﬁ;m{irl'f
(for example] were to Ay in line-abreast at 60 m.p.h.
with their 'L'l.'-ll'l;.:-li]‘.t.'-'- B0 fr, apart, i modern sailplane
Aving between and 50 ft. hehind them would be able
to keep formation with no other help than that of the
‘Lysanders.” The hitch-hiking sailplane pilot . . . -
necd have no fear that his n a fight
of "Lyvsanders’ i1s increasing the nation’s petrol con-
sumption. Actually it is doing the opposite, for just
as the ‘Lysanders’ provide him  with !'-I.'I-il.I'II]!l]t.' up-
current, so 1s he in return providing them with a simi
(though smaller) up-current in which to flv, | Flr'l‘-"_t"ﬂ
this fact to the Gosernment for their consideration
when deciding how soon to lift the ban on gliding."

E'I e e

far
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Scenss al the R.AF. Enster GCliding Camp nt Dunstable,
and the Officer-in-Charge of the campers. Below : A pu

Top left: J. R. Ashwell-Cocke. D, G, Hiscox (putting on parachute). E. Lavingion
il about to have a dual-control lesson from J.

5. Sproule {on right)., The ather lwo

pholcs show pupils being, and about o be, winch-lausched on training [l zhts,

A “Viking” in Argentina

L m——

HE Vikivg taken out to Argentina by Mr, R. P.
Cooper, rather more than a vear ago, and left
by him in the hands of the Club Argentino de
Pluneadores Albatros. has been doing good work there,

Un November 27th last, in the morning, Roberto
Verginillo in the Viking and Helmut Teichman in a
Coxpor were towed up simultaneously by a *‘Pelikan”’
acroplane to 1,000 metres above the Merlo Aerodrome,
13 miles west of Buenos Aires. They circled, slowly
gaining height, and then sct off together, keeping only
a few metres apart -for the first 25 Lkm. Then the
Viking forged ahead. making distance to the north ancl
climbing to a maximum of 2 610 m. (8,563 ft.), and
finallv, after being 4 hrs. 55 mins. in the air, landed
at Estacion Alcine. 106 km. (66 miles) from the start,
The place is 10 km. from Baradero, which is 80 miles
N.W. of Buenos Aires, The Coxpor resiched the same
place after being up for ¢ hrs, 1D mins, and climbing
1o 3,130 m. (10,335 1t.) on the way. :
I:H'n December 4lst Teichman -.‘-:-I'_"I up an Argentine
sistance record of 200 km, (124 miles) by scaring from
Merlo o Estacion Colman, the previous record of
170 km. (106 miles) bemng held by Peter Riedel

About the middle of January the Viking beat this
with 230 km. (143 miles). the Right having taken 23
hours, ':.l.'lr".il:l_!,: with an aero-tow to 500 m. (1.640 Fr,jj
-j'l-'mth':r achievement of the Vikmg was a flight of
; hrs. § min-.: in thermals oyver flat country, starting
o _M"'rl”' with an aero-tow to R0 m, (1,903 ft.} and
r'm""-"‘r_“'“'-.l-f there, The pilot, Raul MNivares
maximum height of 1LBOD m. (5,906 ft.). '
, _?'ﬁlnl; e !h.t-l‘;‘ the Argentine altitude
r{'i']"f“-_ 0 5,600 m, (11,811 ft.} by
Aibatros Club, but the Messapy:

reached o

record has heen
a member of the
Eves us no details,

Imperial College Celebrates

N February 21st, 1930, the Imperial College
O Gliding Club held its first peneral meeting,  So
on Saturday, February 24th this vear, the club
celebrated a decade of activity by staging a dinner at
the Imperial College Union, attended by several of
the founders of the club, some of the lecturing staff of
the college, and a large contingent from the London
Uliding Club; also, as a further reminder of the year
British gliding started in carnest, Robert Kronfeld,

The present secretary, A, H, Yates, began his review
of club history appropriately by describing the first
crash, for this happened even before the first launch,
the glider being blown over by the wind with the intend-
ing pilot on board,

P. Adorjan, the club’s first member and first ‘A"
pilot, revealed that the club members were now, at
last, doing the sort of things that the founders had
cxpected to do after only two weeks.

I. B. E. Keeble, the club's first “C pilot, thought
that the turning point in the club’s history was when
it decided, by a narrow margin of votes, to affiliate
to the London Club in 1935,

Robert Kronfeld disclosed a seccret of 10 years!
standing : that he had once been ticked off in Germany
lor being too friendly to a British team. He claimed
that the present parlous state of gliding proved his
claim that its future depends on its success as a jpre-
liminary training for aeroplane pilots,

|"i"-"“.‘-'~ Professor D, Brunt, the club president, con-
Cluded his speech by saying that he regards a sailplane
45 a meteorological Instrument, and hopes that, after
the war, the B.G.A. will take up seriously the advance
ol meteorological k]l“l'.'ll,'i’.lgl.‘, which would serve as
d strong claim to continuance of subsidy.
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Cruising Speeds

By CORUNUS

HE average man, like the square root of minus
one, does not exist, yet useful conclusions may
e drawn by considering them. So let us
consider the average cross-country flight.
This may be subdivided into a number of units of
the following type :—
&

A

B

Starting from optimum height 4, the sailplane
descends to B, where it meets the next thermal, in
which it circles up to €. The effect of any wind is to
slant BC from the vertical, but this may be ignored
for the present purpose.

Since the duration of each flight is limited by the
declining sun, the pilot who will travel furthest on a
given day is he who can get from 4 to C in the shortest
possible time.

AB
The time taken from 4 to B is, of course, ——,
u
where v = the speed of the sailplane. The time from
BC :
B to ¢ is —, where k = the average strength of the
ke

thermals on a given day, or rather the average rate
of climb registered by the variometer on that day.
This may be taken as constant on a given day; if one
works the first thermal up to, say, 6 ft. per sec., onc
may expect to find the next thermal to be about this
strength. The distance BC wvaries with o, since the
faster the pilot flies from A to B the more height he
will lose. What the pilot has to do, therefore, is so
to manage v as to reduce to a minimum the time T
AB BC
which equals — + —.
! k

It does not affect the value of @ if the thermals are
not spaced equidistantly so long as they are not so
far apart as to bring the sailplane low enough to lose
the region of average up-current strengths. If point
B comes below, say, 1,000 or 1,600 ft., the system
falls down : it is only valid on good days.

As we have said, in the above equation the one term
which is in the control of the pilot is o, the velocity
at which he flies from 4 to B. From B to C, of course,
he flies at the minimum sinking speed rate, which is
constant. Up to now pilots have simply had a general
notion” that it was a pood thing to crowd on a bit of
speed between thermals. Clearly, however, v is
capable of reasonably exact determination, and wvaries
from day to day.

If at speed v the sinking speed is s, then B =

s.A8 AB
—, 50 Ty
U v vk
the sailplane will cover the ground throughout the fight
AC AB s AB k.AB 4+ s.AB
i5 ——, As above, T = + =
T o ok
AC.vk

.48

The average speed at which

vk

S0 Lthe average speed 5 equals . But since

AB(k + 5)
AC

the angle CAB is small, — is approximately 1, and
AB

ok

may be ignored, so0 § = :
k+ s

Now we get out the performance curve of the sail-
plane and work out its speed table. Let us take a
medium to good summer’s day, and a well-known type
of advanced sailplanc: k = 2 metres per sec. Flying
at the minimum sinking speed, 38.5 m.p.h. (you must
excuse mixed units of measurement), S comes out at
29 m.p.h. approximately. At 52 m.p.h. § = 3b m.p.h.
It will be seen how substantial is the gain to be
attained by working to this table. The actual table
for the machine in question is as follows :—

k 2 5
metres [sec. m.p-h. m.p.h.
0.0 44 —
0.5 48 17
1.0 52 27
1.5 il 32
2.0 68 a6
2.5 62 39
3.0 66 42

S, of course, represents the average speed on a calm
day, and on days with following winds really remark-
able average ground-speeds appear to be attainable.

Prospects in Eire

Several people in Eire are anxious to develop gliding
and soaring there, and Mr. D. G. Hiscox has been
in communication with them regarding the pi'c'*f-pﬂ"t‘_
of their organising a camp to get the movement undet
way, from hoth the propaganda and financial point of
view. The idea is that visitors from other countrics
should be encouraged to join the camp {Iu:hi.;‘h me-.h!
be held preferably in August) by the provision of acro-
towing facilities. Campers' fees and gate money would
help to provide the new movement with equipment. of
which a Grunau and a DicksoN primary now at Bak
donnel Aerodrome could form the nucleus.

More recently Mr. Hiscox has visited Dublin to l‘mqll
out the prospects. He discovered that the owner ol
West Park Aerodrome, an air line pilot, has a couple
of B.A. “Swallows’™ and is expecting an Avro
“ Avian," which would be better for towing. .If the
scheme comes to anything we will give details in the
next issue.

March/April, 1940
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Naming the Clouds

HE advantage of a special Im_‘ng’uage for leL]LjFl
is not only that it saves time and space 1n
describing them, but also that it makes it pos-

sible to think about them intelligibly and thus study
them,

Now, there are only ten principal cloud types, or
senera, and in naming them only five different words
are used, singly or in combination. To get the hang
of cloud language, therefore, it is only necessary to
know on what principles the five words are used to
make up the ten names. This is shown in the follow-
ing table:—

Cloud Names

THREAD CLOUDS

CIRRUS

SHEET CLOU DS With Pattern Without Pattcri

High CIRRO-CUMULUS CIERO-STRATUS
Medinm ALTO-CUMULUS ALTO-STRATUS
Low BETRATUS

STRATO-CUMULUS

Stratus Type
NIMBO-STRATUS

RAIN CLOUDS

Cumunins Type
CUMULO-NIMBUS

CUMULUS

HEAP CLOUDS

At the top and bottom of the table we have the two
extremes: the high Cirrus, composed of isolated
threads, and the low cumulus, composed of isolated
lumps.

The compound names of the various flat sheets of
cloud are seen in the table to conform to a very simple
scheme. The six “‘sheets’” can be divided either into
three groups according to their height, or into two
groups according to their texture. The first half of
cach name determines the height, and the second half
df:ﬁqk'r]b-ﬂs the texture. The only anomaly is Stratus,
which, according to this scheme, should be *‘Strato-
Stratus,” but isn’t,

Either Cumulus or Stratus may grow thick enough
to produce rain, so there are two kinds of rain clouds.
The only stupidity is that the nimb- root, meaning
ramn, comes in a different half of each name; this is
inexcusable, as Nimbo-stratus was only invented a few
years ago, and might just as well have been called

Strato-nimbus,” to pair off with Cumulo-nimbus.

So there are your ten names, together with the
reasons why. Needless to say, this table will not be
found in any text-book on clouds. There, the types
will be set out as ten disconnected names, each to be
]'E"-drﬂﬂd_lndi.’._ptﬂdﬂl.’]!]}", together with official definitions
amounting in all to 230 words, with several hundred
words more of explanation, the total being the official
description of the types, Thus the student is made
to think that he must get the whole lot off by heart
hel'r.r_re he dares begin using the names at all.

_Cirrus clouds are normally five or six miles up;
Lumuluslnm roughly one mile, as their bases are a;
¥ to 1 mile and their tops at 1 to 2 miles. As to the

sheet clouds, the "‘low’ are roughly at 1 mile, the
“medium® at 2 or 3 miles, and the '‘high' at 4, b
or 6 miles

The texture of the “sheets” depends on physical
conditions in the cloud layer and above or below it
Those with names ending in *‘-stratus'' are in stable
air : that is, there are no vertical currents to disturb
the uniformity or continuity of the sheet.

The “‘pattern’’ clouds, ending in *‘-cumulus,'’ are,
with possible exceptions, in a layer of unstable air ; that
15, the top and bottom of the layer want to change
places and so have to split up into a pattern of up- and
down-currents, and it is generally assumed that cloud
forms in the upward-moving air and melts away in the
downward-moving air. The resulting pattern can be
one of speckles, ripples, globules, flakes, plates, rolls,
and so on, the smaller subdivisions being usual in the
high cirro-cumulus and the larger in the low strato-
cumulus ; in fact, this is one way of judging the cloud's
height and so deciding on its name.

The other way of judging the height of a sheet is to
note how much light gets through. High clouds are
mostly pure white, even if they have some thickness,
since air at that height is too cold to carry much water
vapour. Sometimes the edge of an alto-cumulus sheet
15 50 thin, with a pattern so delicate, as to be mistaken
for cirro=cumulus, but the rule is that the latter name
must only be applied when the clound has developed
from cirrus or cirro-stratus, or looks as if it has. Alto-
clouds are orey in their thickest parts.

The rain clouds must be: given their official names
not only when it is raining' from them, but also when
it looks as if it is going to. Like the sheets, they are
of two kinds, depending on whether they are formed
in stable or unstable air. Nimbo-stratus comes with
a depression ; cumulo-nimbus as the depression goes
away, or in thundery weather. The tops of cumulo-
nimbus often **freeze’ and become fuzzy; in the past
this appearance was called “‘false cirrus,”’ but the
scientists objected because they said it was real cirrus,
being composed of ice crystals. Some day they will
get even nearer the truth and say it is real cirro-stratus,
but meanwhile the official name is *'Cirrus nothus."’

There are 27 Latin words for various subsidiary types
of the 100 main ones; for instance, alto-cumulus, alto-
stratus and strato-cumulus can, like soup, be either
opacus or franslucidus—thick or clear. But the only
important subsidiary names are:—

Lenticularis.—Applied to any of the sheet clouds
when they look as if they occupy the tops of long aerial
waves, though the official definition doesn’t say so.

Castellatus.—When the air above a cloud layer
(usually alto-cumulus) is unstable, each cloudlet grows
upward and looks like a miniature cumulus.

Mammatus (or prefix Mammato).—Downward
bulges on the under-surface of a cloud.

Fracto (prefix).—Applied to cumulus or stratus when
in small bits,

On the next two pages are examples of cloud types.

A.E.S.
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Cloud Forms

o 1 il Fenm I o

dark shreds of e 'I" =1l | ]

froaclo-curmilus < lher or frechse
Fraaln

The cumalo-mimbus in which the pregsent British height record was

1], S0 far |r|1|_'.' e '|||‘|r|||.|"-|-r:||||'|-. near the el I'I:Hl'l luzi=

heconmme [u..-:.-::.‘ |_I.'|..|"F-h'.'|: rraflieis). [n L e |r:||'| of ||i-.'||_|r1 15 =0T

alto-comulis, or the thin edge of strato-cumulus, probably derived
from o neighbouring stogm,

M omses
b

of cumulo-nimbus over Holland, seen from  the sen,
everal tops are tronsformed into cirrns nothus.  The doark bar in
fromit of them on the lefe is o typical appearance ; it would probalils
foole Tike allo-cumelns from below.

In ach of thes il = clo slow= darle g anat th | i
with elownwiie Twpnlini i | 11
Alto-crminluis apparenily ot g Hi 12 I T ; N ol 'I_ IEES ¢ LEs il il
| ] 1y i wo dilforent levels: one lot with actunl cloud is, in the Tows y riv, the base of a cperrtilo=p
shisidows almost dark enough for strafo- eerraelnis, while the oth pl in the upper one, *‘false o H i} 5

solit
might olmost be efrro-ciiiesilus,
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A ||.'|l-;]1 of cirro=stratus, with cirrus cdges,

Lenticular patehes of olowd.
enough o show grev in the

||. ikl 1-_ ||r-

Although some of them are thick

cenbre, they look i'l-li._'\_ll aned  =hould

citlled]l crrro=sirafus lemficularis, There are also some

fragments of fracte-cummlus, distinguished by their different shape,

| EEER -‘=|=ilr|' wiline, Iess pure  white, ;._;11:|Ir|'. apparcnt motion  aned
greater obviows turbulence,

p socondary l!l'||r---ui|.||_
W e -!|||'i|!-_1 which it
Hi| .i.rF--- l.'||'_:'l|'-\. I i

Ay Sltrato-cemnlis : an cxampde of the thick varieiy. Tis thickness
LB | LRy s La anmall ~s X - % _
To Tiledh o :.I o 1= lik mall cumulus  may be judged in the gap between the nearer and further [RoTiinns,
1 Lallleg el Sl 1l 1ir mhovie it s

Cumule-nimbus may develop above thick stratoseumulus, remain-

ing unnoticed until it disgorges rain.

i ntee cumpulo-ninebirs.  Manv of them e arranged i clow] streed
o 0 the cenie

[
s wiler swehich two sablplanes

s, of which ome on the left is
WY, apecirs end-=oi.
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Australian National Rally

DECEMBER 24th, 1939,

to JANUARY 1st, 1940

[The following account of a Christmas meeling
organised by the Australian Gliding Association has
heen sent by ils sccretary, Mr. R. Duckworth. A
wiigue feature, for a National Meeling, was that all
thermal and cloud secaring had fo be done from
mechanical launches from flat ground, without Ihe
help of an aeroplane.—En. |

HE rally was held at Geelong, Victoria, on the
Belmont Common aerodrome, where the long
flat ground provided good facilities for launch-

ing. Most of the tows were by car, there being two
special cars for this purpose, but a winch was also in
use. The usual heights attained on tow were between
700 and. 1,000 ft.

For most of the time the weather was hot, and
there were mainly licht winds. Many excellent thermal
flichts were made. Night flying was also carried out.

The highlight of the meeting was the Shogsby GuLi
suilplane, which was entered by the Sydney University
CGliding Club. This machine was brought over from
Sydney by Newbigin and Warner, by means of the
trailer in which the machine was imported from
England. The speed range of the GuLL was surprising
in comparison with the other sailplanes present.

On Saturday, December 30th, a new Australian
height record of 5,300 ft. was made by Hyde in the
Gruwau Baey I, when he rose in cloud lift to 6,000 {t.
from a car tow to 700 ft. Taking off at 12.16 p.m., he
landed back on the 'drome at 2.50 p.m., having been
in the air for 2 hours 34 mins. On the flight he toured
the country within a radius of approximately six miles
from the ‘drome, and threw five loops.

On the same day Newbigin, in the GuLL, took off at
0.56 a.m. and later reached 5,600 ft. He toured the
countryside and eventually landed at 12.6 p.m. at
Werribee, 25 miles away in a strairht line. This was
the longest cross-country flight,

In the same lift Pratt, in the red KesTrEL, made an
amazing effort without instruments. Taking off at
10,49 a.m., he later reached cloud base at approxi-
Il'li'lll_‘]}’ 0,000 ft., and made an out-and-return ﬂi_:_:hl of
about 13 miles. He landed back on the aerodrome ai
12.32 p.m. after being in the air for 1 hour 43 mins.

The low temperature at the heights reached on these
flights was a handicap, as the pilots were only lightly
clad. Hyde was blue with cold for some time after
landing,

Other outstanding fights were :—

Dec. 26th.—M. Warner in GurL, 1 hour 28 mins.
Towed to 900 ft.; climbed 1,700 ft. to cloud hase at
2,600 fr.; toured Geelong.

Dec. 31st.—M. Warner in Gurn, 1 hour 18 mins.
Reached approximately 3,000 ft. over Geelong.

Dee. 24th~—M. Warner in Gurr, 26 mins. Towed
to 800 ft., climbed in cloud lift up to cloud base at
2,800 ft,

Above is shown the ” Goalden Eargle.” a sailplane of Australian desien

which took part in the Australinn National Rally Inst Christmas and

made n thermal flight to 2.300 feet from an auto-tow under & clear

Its designer is H. G. Richardson, of the Gliding Club of Victeria.

The span iz 45 feet, emply waight 320 |bs. and wing loading in
flight 3.3 lbe. per sguare fool.

aky,

Jan, 1st.—L. Williams in Gorpex EacLe. Towed
to 800 ft.; reached maximum height of 2,300 ft. under
a clear sky.

The following pilots flew during the meeting :—

GuLL.—S. Newbigin, M. Warner,

Urunau Basy II.—R. Raoberts, K.
Duckworth, N. Hyde, J. Hearn, H.
Edmonds, E. Ehrenberg.

Gorpey Eacre.—H. G. Richardson, L.
I. lggulden, W. Iggulden, F. Gascoigne. :

Red Kestrer.—P. ]J. Pratt, N. Humphries, H
Thompson.

YVellow KESTREL.

Davies, R.
Bartram, J-

Williams,

K. Balsillie.

Hawk Primary.—K. Sedeman, C. Lambeth, l.
Kinross, ]. Robinson, A. Fraser, K. Hearn.

["r.'lrahrrj.' items were : (1) Yellow KESTREL il':tri't:l_::ﬁl
the front of its fuselage in a side-wind landing on
Dec. 25th, but was repaired by the owner before the
end of the meeting. (2) Grunau fuselage Wwas
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damagzed when the towline parachute fEl_ull:d its skid;
the wire caught on a fence and the skid was pulled
clean off the machine when it was about 6 ft. from
the ground. The bottom of the fuselage was damaged

in landing without the skid.

Analysis of Flying

Dale Total Flying Time Flights
94th 4 hours 20 mins. 26 secs. B4
25th oo 9 hours 34 mins. Hh secs. 147
26Gth ... 0 hours 9 mins. 4§ secs. 29
27th wie 2 hours 42 mins. 20 secs. b5
28th oo 2 hours 13 mins. al
29th 37 mins. 30 secs. )
J0th .. 11 hours 4 mins. 16 secs. 67
31st wes -3 hours 34 mins. 30 secs. 41
1st .. 1 hour 22 mins. 46 secs. a0

Aircraft Total Flying Time Flights
GUEEy ... .20 hours 50 mins. 21 secs. it
Gruxav Basy Il 8 hours 36 mins. 45 secs. Y
GoLpExy EacLe... T hours 51 mins. 108
Red KeEsTrREL ... 6 hours 8 mins. 35 secs. 1]
Yellow KESTREL 10 mins. 4
PRIMARY «eo 2 hours 8 mins. 45 secs. g7*
STUNTER «.. 1 hour 42 mins. ik
Two-SEaTER ... 4 hours 12 mins. oT

* Includes about 30 flirhts not timed.

Total flying time for the meeting was 40 hours
39 mins. 26 secs., with 523 flizhts.

Ten Years Ago

In March and April, 1930, many new gliding clubs
were being started, but the only one of them to get into
the air was the London Club, which fixed a “‘secret’’
meeting for Sunday, March 16th, en a flat field at
Stoke Park Farm, Guildford. Unfortunately a certain
well-known aeroplane pilot got wind of the affair and
announced to the Press that he would “‘test’’ the
gliders, so Press and Public duly rolled up in force.
But the famous pilot did not test the gliders.

There were two machines: a German ZécLinG lent
by the B.G.A_ (they never got it back), and a modifica-
tion of the type built by Mr. R. F. Dagnall and pre-
sented by him to the club. Mr, Marcus Manton was
first off in the DacLing, then Mr. D. C. Culver in the
ZicLixc, and after many others had not succeeded in
1;1.'ea1c:ng anything, the only ab initio, Mr. Dagnall
]nrpsf_-tf_ tried his hand. He zoomed, stalled spun and
finished upside-down in the mud amid his own wreck-
e,

Other events in this period were the first congress of
t{ur “IIEL'LIS-” at _Darmsmdt, and an aero-tow across the
AAmerican  continent, in  stages r Captain  Frank
Hawks in his glider I':.'..ﬂua::[.l;':‘.l-?h'&--i1 W el Tisun

——

; Cbl'THtlu-lt.—“?fll.:ws from South Africa,’ in the last
T vas sl written by A. H. YVates. whose pame

still hauntgd the page where his article had appeared
in the previous issue.
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Gliding Certificates in 1939

We have received from the British Gliding Associa-
tion the following statistics of gliding certificates issued
during 1938 :— '

Club o B - R o 1
Bristol i - - 1
Cambridge University von o B0 22 10 B0
Channel 2 - i a
Derbyshire and Lancashire,.. 23 0 (H 38
I'urness 1 1 - 9
Imperial College ... PRk | 1 3 ]
London s 134 63 28 - 205
Midland et 19 15 81
Neweastle et ) % 0 8 1 34
Norfolk and Nerwich r e | 1 - 2
Oxford Univ. and City RS [ 18 10 26
Secottish Union G 1 (i 1 1T
Southdown ... 17 SRR 9 i 40
Standard Telephones =L - - 2
Surrey g 23 18 GT
Lilster ... 1 1 1 3
Yorkshire el i | 21 12 94

Totals . 444 203 112 TBOD

The above figures include certificates issued to Air
Defence Cadets as follows :—

Club AN R T hEal
Cambridge University R - — 13
Derbyshire and Lancashire... T - - 7
l.ondon =L SR ] 4 - 79
Midland R B ] - - 20
Newcastle ... svar RN 1 - 16
Oxford Univ. and City ... 22 ~ —~ 25
Southdown ... P 1 1 - 16
Yorkshire = awiid ol - - 34

Totals . 201 fi - 207

[ = T= — —

For corresponding statistics for earlier years, see THE SAILPLANE
for March, 1939, pp. 44 and 45.

Books on Clouds

—

In connection with the article on clouds which
appears on another page, the following list of books
on the subject may be useful. All are profusely illus-
trated with photographs :—

(1) ““Cloud Forms." Fourth Edition. Published by
H.M. Stationery Office, 1939. Price Is,

(2) **Clouds and Weather Phenomena,’ by C. J. P.

Cave. Cambridge University Press, 1926. Price bs.
(3) ““Clouds,’’ by G. Aubourne Clarke. Constable
& Co., 1920. Price 10s. 6d.
(4) *Cloud Studies,' by A. W. Clayden. Second

Edition. John Murray, 1925. Price 15s,

(5) ““International Atlas of Clouds and of States of
the Sky." 1. General Atlas. Office National Météoro-
logique, Paris, 1932, At the rate of exchange holding
in 1034, the price was £5 Gs. 9d. An abridged edition
was published; price in 1932, £1 4s.
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News from the Clubs

London Gliding Club

The club has been exploring the possibilities of sailing on
land and water while waiting to resume sailing on air,

Ax for the water, an arrangement has now been come te with
the sailing club at Elstree, wherehy gliding club FI11.'JTI-|H'E-"- £n
join the sailing club by paying its usual 10-shilling subscription.
They will then pay just normal *flying fees" for the use of the
Lomion Gliding Club's own sailing dinghy.

Sailing on land started on February 25ih, when the land vacht,
built by Walker, was launched on its first ground.slide, but with
insufficient wind It would, like a sailplane, only maintain spead
with logs of height. Not till March 10th did it really sdil, when
Wheatcraft found that, by keeping the sail close-hauled in a south
wind of 15 to 20 m.p.h., he could sail to and fro along a level
heat between the clubhouse and the foot of the Downs,  He there-
upen became unofficial instructor and seon evervone else wais
dioing it. Since then we have had much fun with the craft, but
in a wind of over 25 m.p.h. it wants careful handling ; on March
17th, with a following wind, travelling transverse to the "'waves"
on our ground, it performed a double bunt, and has since had o
be fitted with o new mast and bowsprit.

On March 3rd the first good thermal of the year broke loose
out of the Bowl and sailed off southwards chock full of seagulls.
Three model sailplanes were also in action but failed to catch it

Easter Camp.

On Palm Sunday the news leaked out that a ecamp for certain
R.A.F. pilots would be held during the Easter holiday, coupled

with the equally important news that club members would e

aliowed to fly too, so long as they didn’t stray further than two
miles horizontally and 2,000 fr. vertically. So the iwo-seater
and other machines were got out of storage and rigged, and
after strenwous labour one of our five bowing cars was actually
made to work, Throughout the following week Fender and
Wheatcroft, joined later by Lacoy, lived at the club and worked
hard preparing the club equipment for the great event.

Thursday, March 2Ist.—A= Fender got out a Gruxau and was
launched in it at 620 p.m., our four months' period of being
grounded came to an end, He soared for 256 minutes in a good
west wind and was followed by Wheateroft, who came down in
the dusk at 7.20. There was no necd to retrieve him, for our
R.A.F. visitors, by this time assembled, were so thrilled with their
first sight of soaring that they rushed across the ground 1o do
it for us, Total: 2 Mights, 55 minutes,

Friday, March 22Znd.—After o comfortable night in the Air
Defence Caders” hunkhouse, our 25 visitors got down to theie train-
ing on two open primarics.  Some had already had several hours
on aeroplanes, some dual instruction only, and five were absolute
hegrinners, but before the end of the day it was impossible 1o tell
these three classes apart by their style of flying. The only flving
crashery of the camp—primary wing-rools bust in a heavy landing
—took place in the first hall-hour.

We were indebted to Robert Kronfeld for bringing over the
Oxford Club’s “*Kronfeld System® winch, and Miss Nicklin for
driving it ; also to Copeland and Hatcher for bringing their own
private winch from Croydon. One of our own club winches also
worked, so we had three in all,

The Farcox 111 was kept busy by E, J. Furlong, Hiscox, and
SPWUIE, E:'['I-'i“g' dusal instruction to thie BR.ATF. and I:;ll-:'lnn' L
civilian passengers, Other sailplanes to perform were CAMIRIDCE
IT (Copeland and Hatcher), Hiscox's Gurr, which he also allowed
Furlong to try, and two club Grusaus (Smith, Manning, Slater,
Fender, Wheateroft, Lacey, Arncld, Lavington, Horsley, Powell,
and Hervey)., The wind started south, but veered gradually until
by the afternoon soaring was possible, *

I"r'lm.':r_'.' instruction was in the hands of Hervey, Lacey, Dixon,
Sproufe, and Ivanoff, ; :

Totals for the day : Two-seater, § flights, 17 mine

Other sailplanes : 40 flights, 1 hr. 59 mins,

Primary hops by R.AF., 140,
=t Sllurﬂa:!.'.. ]I'!Eurl:h 23rd. The R.AF. progressed on 1o the

IH.'lllHl-"‘Ilmi:.', bt @ stionge SW. wind |Jr-e-1.'|,-|'|1|--:l their going off
the tap. Soarimg for sailplanes was possible in the Bowl, and
there were thermals and cloud 1ift, The gight of three sailplancs

under a cloud together, 2,000 ft, over their heads, made the R.ALF.
rubs their eyes incredulously.

"I.'Ilr'il_]_-a made  his st appearance for six monthe, and was
astonished o mest 2o many [amiliar Faces. He said he fip e
if, after departing this life, all his fellow-conspirators had gueee
up again in the nether regions. Anyhow, he dashed off (s _-|,L g
Turvey's barn for his Mismos and was soon |=|rb'l-'5|'|.1_.; Shian _‘l
near the 2,000 ft, limit as he could be sure of with an T
reqeling in metres and a rough idea that a meire is about thre
feet,  Anyhow, it was higher than he had been since the War
started, for all his ferrving.

Bergel, in Desoutter GrUSAU, reached *1,975 i1« that's my doey
and 'm sticking to i.™ He tried hard to ges that last 95 o
which the law .'l"ll'l-l.'l."l!l,i.l but in wvain. ]-‘lisc-r.n.'l_ in l;il_'|_|__ LT
thermal off the Bowl which ook him to Dunstable cross-roads,
and another good one off Dagnall village {2} miles, but just within
thie limit by the time it reached him). Both Bergel and Hiscox
tricdd the Miximos.  Hiscox said he preferred his Guin: he apd
the Mixidoa could not agres as i whe could ﬂ:.- the latier besr,

O the other machines, CAasMemipGe 11 was first off with Haichos
at 708 a.m. Three GRuxavs were in action, one of which Wright
fanded on top of the Bowl, but he was “shouldered™ off again in the
high wind without a bungy. Bolton, Les, Wilkins, and Cole were
sidiled to the th"-‘il]u:ﬂ- LI-'I:.'IEE l'.li|h|=,'.

Totals : Two=seater, 24 flights, 3 hrs. 36 mins.

Chher sailplanes : 37 fights, 16 hrs, 38 mins.

Primary hops by R.AF., 131.

Sunday, March Zdth.—Light S.W. wind, gradually backing.
Thiz enabled many RE.AF. campers to be launched off the hitltop,
Of 16 pilots, only five had to have two shots at their A" : (he rest
ot it first time, while one progressed to his “B."" Most of the
test lights were done in exquisite style,

Sailplanés were mostly unable to soar, the only exceptions b=ing
the Camprioor 11 (for 8, 10 and 8 minutes) and Hiscox's Guut,
i which he got a thermal, or clowd Tift, off the knob of the Bowi
and reached quite 2,000 ft. somewhere bevond Watling Street,
stayving up 26 minutes,

While o IDdacLinc was crossing the winch cable in the hollaw,
where it 15 invisible from either end, CavarioceE 1T was launchesd
and the cable duly caught in the DAcLING’S aileron gap, whersupon
the pilot released and the cable severed the rest of DacLine's
Wing.

Cooper, Bramson, and Dr. Edmunds joined the list of club pilots.

Totals, Two-seater, 9 Mights, 21 mins,

Oither =zailplanes: 56 flights, 2 hrs. 41 mins.

R.A.F. : 86 hops, 26 hill-top flights, 16 mins,

“A'" Certificates. Ross, Horlev, Fletcher, Hopgood, Green,
Thompson, Brailsford, Smith, Vandeword, Etchells, Anderson,
Cause, Bown, Duff, Blatchford, Young. WR™  Certificates
Fletcher.

Monday, March 23th.—With o wind from N.N.E. further hill-top
launches for the K.A.F. were impossible, so they contented them-
selves with 31 ground-hops hefore leaving in the aflternoon, being
due back at their station at night. It should be explained that
“ground-hops*” during the camp included a large proportion of
winch launches to something between 50 and 100 fit.

The two-seater put in 12 Aights totalling 25 minutes, and other
sailplanes 16 flights with 46 minutes.

About one o'clock Hiscox caught a thermal over the field by
the knob of the Bowl and, circling at first without gain or loss,
soon began to climb slowly till he was over the glasshousez al
Eaton Bray at 1,100 or 1,200 ft. The only other thermal lift was
found by Smith, who kept a GrUNaAU up six minutes.

Totals for Camp.—During the camp the R.ALF. had 388 grround-
hops ; also 26 hill-top launches with 16 minutes fAyving time. The
two-seater did 51 flights with 4 hrs, 39 minzg, and other sailplanes
1561 flights with 23 hrs, 7 mins. This adds up to 816 launches and
2B hirs. 2 mins, fiving time,

A= the pdea of this camp was for o long while kept bren ing
in secret, it is difficult (o discover who was really responsible, but
it may be said that Squadron:Leader Searle, who wag in coanmanid
of the campers, worked hard and made n thorough nuisance of
himself in high quarters in order 10 get permission for it to be
held, and Ashwell-Cooke put in a lot of work on the arrangemenis
and organisation. Hervey also appedrs to have had a hand in the
CONSPIrCY.

Week-end., March 30th and 31st.—We are able to report further
fiving this weel-end, on the understanding that any permits f'_-"r
gliding are only possible becausze Air Force contingents obtain
them for their own use, and club members are included as Yover-
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Thres stages in the London Club's war-time histary,
bofore flving was stapped. Centre:

weight.” On Sawrday the Desoutter GRUNAU whs got out fnd
winched several times in a light S.W. wind, until one pilot wiped
off itz skid.

On Sunday, in a rough and high wind from 5.W.. several
machines soared over the Bowl in hill lift whick Auctuated
in strengrth, often with great suddenness, Among them was the
Ruixsrerner, which, in spite of its German name Raunted in large
letters along its side, managed 10 escape being shot down by any
of H.M. Forces. It was brought over by Cooper, and Bergel and
Nicholson also turned up to fy it, The new GrUsaU was damage
when a pilot understiot, stalled over the lynches, and dived into the
gully.

Nicholson, resplendent in naval uniform, had talez to tell of his
intensive training as a meteorologist. He learned a lot, but much
of what they tried to teach him about cumulus clouds WS fOn-
sense.  For a time he was a resident meteorologist at S apa Flow.
Ur. T. G. Armstrong, once » sharcholder in the Grey KiTE, turned
up dressed ag Captain, R.AM.C.

The TEr%, once owned by one Gardiner, who haen't been seen
lor some years, has been sald to Williams, Waghorn and other
members from De Haviland s, wliere they are taking it for renova-
14760

What they are doing.—1. E. Her £y, our chiel instructor, is
albout io foka up a job in the Air Ministry, but if the R.A.F.
gliding scheme goes through he will probably be transferred into
that, i

E. P. Zander, who came to England seven years ago and
-t up as a glider manufacturer, first with Zander and Weyl,
then Zander and Scott, and Scoty Light Aircrait, of Dunstable,
has now become naturalised as a British subject, much to his
own pleasurs, He has just joined the Auxiliary Pioneer Corps.

C. H. Latimer-Needham, our first club captain and one of the
club’s founders, whose firm, the Dunstable Sailplane Co, (Luton
1‘:;1‘1:1::; 1I:‘1r_1__.-1=‘r|-:::t~s :hn:_l_il_.r.rr_-:::l.. i= now with uv__. H..-"-.I-".'.m_mu--

hhere | iishire as Technical Oficer on experimental lesting,
which he finds a VEry intercsting job,

3. H. Briggs visited us on February 25ih while on leave from
'I::.i:n'l:ﬂlr:!::lll .|:|I"' -;;:r.n--_ -"]-.'I}' e I... Hl.l.':”l." left his barrage halloon
IJ.I': L b cluls |1|-1 birst  war-tirme Wisrt. E":-IJI'H".' hl:l‘i preest fun
“I-[.-Ellnf',: 1t‘|.1l.].|r";;11;_|:|Iu:.l.rirll-.|'.L..1:!~; r:[ul I-"JHHF{_ his companions j-u_-...:
that large Irl.|r||||||_|-. Lfll i‘ ;-E A nasty jolt ; his CX[rience g
of 1k o g chuids have the up-current under the front

e Cioud, with a down-current under the rear,
¥ I:_i'n‘i'“"I:I".‘L:'-'IEELI-I'I‘IJ- Il.:_‘llﬁffl'i':']r_'|'.".r|!--II'-I'I ]-'_'iil'm'e: I1_-r'|.'.|r|3l France the fol-
iy Hi1r¢- L _rl.::-”::f[- |- .4:-1_1:;-1{"_-'- II:I] car and chaufeur
lained a party of gliding frie :; : IL|“. i ‘ransport), he-enter-
s 3 .|._:|:|1.J eofles—p bz rh.-l ’al h I!-I -I,-”dh” from 6 P, costlitnils
He has T 1.l.'ri||-l-r| I;m'::a r.r.tli-.rdl.llﬂ' 'l': = !F.-_“ "h'.uril'..'.I'““-n”wr.ﬂr'
twine long enough Lo r.:lm |-|-I ﬁ & “}"“ . .?1.”“]””" ik L'm"f hing
France to refieve the mr.-n-;:t: L 0 R e o iy i

R. Sellar. aje o TN
out over !;1: "'ql.lfr H”-zl.;“.j."r anee pre-war in the AA.F., lias been

* wih Sea g Jog : he has now also learnt to |-|_,r. Wit

Prwer, T ghaidt Z .
|, [- ] 5 _}llI e .LI"I"-.I FLT T g “unrlr-rl UTIJ'?-:|.F".'L'I!J:J|.|-. J’I "||“|J

%t best thing. the club's land jl.-,i:hl,, with ‘:'[?FH“; .
onee afain on Easter El.lu:d-;,- 1 Edl;. ihlnr:'l'il'll a " Grunau,” “" Falcan III, Cambridga II,

Left: A member is lnunched for a ' C" atiempt on November 1%th, 1939, the last day

booms supporting the mast. R&:ht: Sonring

Minimon," and *' Gull,

himself in action against o German submarine while still tech-
nically under instruciion.

I.. H. (Bonzo) Heath, still in Egvpt, has in his spare time
become hon. director of the gliding school run by the Royal
Aero Club of Egypt. He has hiz own Grusay Basy there, and
in it a pupil of his recently gained a **C" off a winch launch
with a fight of over half an hour, mostly at 3,000 fit.

F. K. Harvey was torpeioed in the S.S. Beaverburn, but
turned up alive at the club a few days later in dry clothes and
told us all about i,

C. A. P, Ellis volunteered for Finland, but peace was declared
the day after his arrival there. (Is that why?)

Finally, ' . F. Greig writes of an unexpected meeling  in
France. Visiting an aerodrome a fow miles from the Chateay
where he is billeted, he was told that in the machine just landed
was the C.O. on a visit. The C.0. “proved to be the one and
only Bill Murray. " Murray was duly billeted at the Chateau.
and took Greig up for two hours (“Oh, bov, what joy to fly
again''), of which 40 minutes was in darkness. Landing in the
dark "in the hands of Murray seems to work out much the same
as & DacLinG ground-hop, even though there are about 500 knols,
levers, wheels, Lultons, switches, and dials to push, pull, tuen,
[rress, and look at.™

Newcastle Gliding Club

Searing at Hartside.—Two club sailplanes were able to get
permission to fly at Hartside one day in March. The Krrg, Hown
by Hick, reached about 2,000 ft. above take-off in a light §.5.W.
wind, and Morion manaEed to soir for 20 minuies in the same
wind in the Turort at a height 200 ft. below take-ofl,

Annual General Meeting.—The war has made many changes
in gliding club life, but the most unexpected change to our
knowledge iz that an February 233rd we had the largest atiended
Lienernl Meeting in our history. It wag held in the Grand Hotel,
Neweastle, and the most important decision made was ihe approval
of the commities's war-time subscriplion proposals, which are
as follows  —

Every member whe wishes to retain his membership must pay
B8, per year, or part of a vear, from September 1st, 1939, until
the end of (he war. Any balanece of their previous full subscrips
tion, - which was unexpived ot August 3lsi last,  shall awcto-
matically come into operation again immadiately upon the resiari
of our activities after the war, Members who do not pry s
B2, subscription will cease membership on the date on which
their last subscription  would have expired,  Members  serving
in H.M, Forces or the Mercantile Marine will b exempt from
payment of this war-time subscription and will retain their mem-
bership, providing they complete the special form which has
ben issucd to them,



~ In the event of any intermittent flying taking place during
mh.ﬂl_-_ those members who take Egiﬂtlﬂ'ﬂ 4:5 this shall be
required 1o pay a subscription of 1Us. Od. per year, plus bs. lor
each day on which they fly, up to a maximum of thrée guincas
in any year, in addition to the usual flying fees,

Club Dinner.—The first cvent of this nalure to be organised
by the club took place in the Grand Hotel, after the Annual
General Meeting. It was most successful. F. W. M. Ruck
made a 400 mile car trip o be present. Mr. 5. C. O'Grady
presided,

Soaring Debate.—We have spent many years now trying and
testing all manner of soaring sites. Like gypsies, we arc here
to-day and gone to-morrows  But the time has now come when
we must seriously consider seitling down on one permanent soar-
ing site. The pionecer spirit of testing different sites has become
part of the life blood of some members, and it will be difficul
1o stop il this is not done now. It is possible that we may have
pone teo thoroughly into the selection of a site and, eventually,
produced a host of members each with his own particular site.
It is proposed to hold a debate to select a site.

Park eadquarfers.—The attendance at the Refreshment
Rooms in Armstrong Parlc fluctuates more than is good for us.
A new billiard table has been installed to make these quarters
fecl more lile the old club house, and it is hoped thus o attract
those members who bave not vet shown up,

The Kaper which was bumped off by a now much maligned
R.A.F. pilot is almost back to its original form, and it should
not take much Tunfer now for it to be lined up with its stable
mateg awaiting release from bondage. All the work on this
machine has been done by Maurice (our young engineer), whom
we have wizely retained.

We have learned of two mere memberg in H. M, Forces: A, B.
Mau is mow an ambulance driver with the E.AMLC. in France.
K. Morten is Captain, R.A., stationed in the west of England.

Wood Green Aviation Training Corps

This club, run by L. C. Ottley, of Ottley Motors, Ltd., has
been recruited from former members of the local Adr Defence

Cadets’ Squadron, They have built an open primary glider from:

drawings supplied by Scoft Light Aircraft, and brought it to
the London Club's Easter meeting at Dunstable, where s smart
appearancé and shining blue woodworle attracted much notice,
It is now kept at Dunstablz, and club members come over o
train on it whenever flying is allowed there,

Yorkshire Gliding Club

The club is still in the position of having only to open the
doars and fly—afier putting petrol in the winch. This was con.
firmed at Easter, when L. H. Barker and George Hinchclilfe
made a trip to Suiton Bank to “inspect the wicket.” So far if
has not been possible to get anything going ; however, we are
aware of the various prospects and we might get the cadets
again. Norman Sharpe was in London at the end of March
doing his best to stir things up. Meanwhile, to keep coniact
and maintain enthusiasm, Hincheliffe is busy showing lantern
slides to cadet squadrons round about, and would be glad of the
loan of decent negatives, especially of training pictures, for
making slides.

Certain gliding wights attended a Red Cross dance at Thirsk
al the beginning of April, and it is hoped this may start
an urge to do a little donkey work around the premises of the
elub during this spring.

Derbyshire and Lancashire Gliding Club

! During most of February Camphill was almost completely
1solated from the outside world by snow, although one or two
membirs managed 1o go there nearly every weel-end by one
means or ancther, and one of our skiing group had to travel
15 miles home on skis.

On March 3rd a dance was held at the Rising Sun Hotel,
Bamford, but, due to lack of support, was not a great financial
SUCCERE, We were very pleased to have our secretary, Licul,
. A h:'.‘-"""r wilhy us for the weel-ond.

It has been deeided to let the ground for grazing, =o thai
any members who tumn up are now put to work to repair the
walls or make fences, nnd very soon the old place will have

o The Sailplane

regained some of (he
:.d;--.-ﬂ: of motorless Aymg.
waster week-end saw quite s number of at s ;
including E, Swale mdﬂ_ Langley, on Imuﬁmﬁa;r:mlﬁhrz?"ll'
England and France respectively, e
It is with deep regret that we have to record that, durin
Easter, some of our most cherished and beloved retrieving “g
were heartlessly handed over 1o a dealer in scrap iton, o
We are still boping that we shall be able 10 fly again sooq-
Lut meanwhile we hope that all members who are able tg oo
up to the club will do 5o, as there are many jobs to be dm"q
order to keep ihe place and machines in good repair, e

oral beauty which it had belore the

In addition to the above, THE SaAnsFrase has receiy
“The Vicar of Higher Wincham"™ a report of an Eilrnﬂdim
Leneral Meeting, on January 18th, in the Guild Reom of the
“Ramshole Arms’ to consider a letter from the Civil Aviation
Dept. prohibiting all flying activities for the duration. The i
lowing are a few extracts:— )
A rumour of “lree beer™ resulted in the largest attendance
since our famous legal battle with the sanitary authorities, Large
quantities of relreshment were, in gliding parlance, **kooclked
back™ before proceedings commenced. The Vicar then rose with
some difficulty and commenced reading that ill-fated letter, while
an amazed assembly listened in intense silence (apart from fre
quent appeals for clearer speech) until the letter was conchuded,

Ere the matter could be thrown open, the storm broke with
angry cat-calls and fruity noises, an cutraged and livid audience
llouted the chair, hard words preceded harder blows, and the
sound of shaltéring glass from the landlord's case of stuffed
birds heralded the arrival beth singly and in pairs of the whole
collection. Seldom had such an amazing array of ornithological
specimens ever been seen in full flight, cither dead or alive,
Vulture soared in company with willow wren, while snipe and
plover “spun in'' and landed wiih disastrous results to pint pots
and small ports. *“Agnes,” our beloved albatross, so often used
by Drother Basil as his model for correct turns and spins, con-
tinued to flost majestically from the ceiling with complete in-
difference to the uproar, until a passing bortle struck her full
amidships, spinning her so violently that she broke her mooring
cable and departed down-wind on her last crogs-country. Alas,
she caught her port wing-tip against the paraffin lamp and plunged
the room in darkness and wtter confusion.

The bill for the meeting is to hand, and apart from the charge
of 2z, 6d. for rent of room, the remaining £2% 18s. 84, is
claimed for refreshment and breakages. This compels us to
make early application for subsidy this year.

Midland Gliding Club

THE Suipraxe has discovered the true story of how gliding
came to be stopped at the Midland Club's primary ground at
Handsworth at the end of last September. [t appears that the
wind was blowing down the hill on one of the Iast Sundays of
the month, and after unsuccessful attempts by other members
to get a gpood height on the launch, A, Sheffield was lounched
at maximum car speed (eight cylinder Paclkard) from the farthest
extremity of the field, He climbed right above the down-draught
and got terrific lilt from the belt of trees at the wop of the hill,
so made a lovely wide circuit over the golfl course and had to
;lFIF-r‘ﬂ\.':lEh from a 1nng '|.'.'.'I.:I|' l:-:'|{:'|r. [ £ ;:.1.'|_1'i1_1 fli'{'rrﬂlli_ll'iril'lg- [t was
then dusk.

Next day the pilot was called on by two detectives. They
took down a long statement, in which the height attained on the
Mlight was described at *“over 20 ft., as we had no altimeter!’
and arrangements were made to have the machine inspected.
The facts, as ascertained, were duly forwarded to the A
Ministry, ;

As to how this particular flight came to be reported to e
police, a club member obtained the story from a special l.'-.'llh-ln:]'l'
fricond of his, and it is this: "It seems that a voung courting
cotple were indulging in a little surreptitious love-making m 2
distant field, and noticing what they took to be an ;||,'|'|1|:I’.'|:1|'
landing ‘from a great height," and seeing it met by a private
closed car, they immediately conjured up colourful pictures of
|_-~:]:|'||.:||.'|;_;|', ~::|11|.|',_'.1.;|-|1'|:.; el {'w'r_\'rhinj.; F!-E'Ililil'li”!..,' o omsnmy ac
and started ‘hollering copper® for all they were worth.”

Another bit of news comes from a member’s friend in a balleon
harrage, who was taking incoming tefephone calls on a 5_"3"!*_:'
prior o this, He received m message ""that an enemy airerall

had been observed over Handsworth golf course at 8 pom, flying
very fast ot a great height.'  This tallies with another ¢lub
flight at that time and place, in a secondary machine.
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. Launching
| Wineh

| Erected upon
_’ Completely
f Overhauled
| Straight Eight
Packhard Chassis

€50

—

I

| |
| L. E. HATCHER

| Albert Works
| Phones Albert Rﬂﬂdl ‘I
| ADD 4494 South Norwood
r’ SYD 7583 S.E.25

|

POST CARDS

| Kirby Gull, Minimoa, Rhanadler, Rhansperber,

Kirby Kite, Tern, Grunau Baby I, Primary

(2 views), Rhonbussard, Falcon |, Tutor, Kadet,
Macelle, "Il"il'-sting;1 Faleon I, Petrel

iREAL PHOTOGRAPH

Also three views of London Gliding Club and twe
portraits of elub instructors

Price 2d. each, post free

Enlargements of these and other views, size up to |2
inches, prices from Bd. to &/-; made to order

Portraits of glider pilots,

size 51 » 3} inches, 8d. each,
2/- half-dozen.

100 different pilots in stock. Listsent gratis
L]
Obtainable from
A. E. SLATER, DELL FARM, WHIPSNADE, DUNSTABLE, Beds.

NI the above post o i
ards, also enlargements framed in " traas-
PAFeAl passe-partout” (gize 9 » &) inches!, may slso be seen gnd
t

& me.p“ 1
THE BAILPLANE - OFFICE, 15, VICTORIA STREET, LONDOM, §.W.1
-_'__‘—_r______-..____.-.. i = S —

|

31

Flying ground, Dunstable Downs (1} miles 8.W. of :I:lunsj;abllt:l.
| Frimary training and soaring. Clobbouwse and hangar; sleeping
| asccommodation; 20 gliders and sallplones for members® use.

Subscription, 3 guincas pa. (couniry member, 2 puineas):
| citrance feg, 2 guineas. Associale member, 2 puinens pa.; no

entrance fees, Flying charges, from 38, per dav. Resident fuall-

time instructors. Flying on Sundays and every week-day except

Fhursday, London Secretary : Arthur Sweet, F.C.A., 11, Bow
| Chiurchyard, E.C4. (Tel.: Cily H07-R)

London Gliding Club
(Afilioted to the B.G.A.)
i Address ;=Tring Road, Dunsiable, Heds, (Tel. ! Dunstable 415.) |

R
|—H_. e

Derbyshire and Lancashire Gliding Club

[Afiliated o the B.G.AL)

perfect Bill soaring sile, wind direction of no conscquence,
Evening thermals 1o 5,I1'§l:l ft. a specinlity. Comfortable cluhb-
L al woummodation,  Hangar, full flying

house
ground sinff. Subscription, fying

an ki
equipment, workshop and

T

|
[ Adddress (—"Comphill," Great MHucklow, Near Buxion, ‘The
|

Southdown Gliding Club

(fAfiliated to the B.G.A.)

Stevens, "“Sputherlen,” Meadow Close, Howve,
(Tel. : Preston 3284} Boaring at Devil's Dyke and Atlingworth
Ridge. One of the finest Primary and dary training sites
in England. Clubbhouse and batgar d-mile 55W. of Devil's
Dyke Station, Subscription, 2 guincas and | guinen entraoce.
Aunto towing and winch launcehing facilities. Very moderale
fi¥ing fees and expert toition.

Zecrelary :—5. G.

members, £3 3s. pa,, associate members, £1 Ils. pa. Flying
charges from 6d. per flight, scaring 7s. 6. per hour. Becretary,
C. A, Kaye,
———— —
———— e —

R
==

Oxford Univarsi;; and City Gﬁ;g Club

(Affilioted to the B.G.A.)

Becrelary (—Miss B. M. Micklin, 52, Banbury Road, Oxford.
iTel, ; 38300, Primary training and sparing site at the Lambert
Arms, Aston Rowant, Oxon, 15 miles ESF. of Oxford on the
Oxlord-High Wycombe-Londop road and 38 miles from London,
Kesident full-time lostructor @ R, Kronfeld, A.F.R.Ae.S, Flying
every day except Mondays. Bubscription, 3 guineas p.a. Entrance
| fee, | guinea. Flying charges, |s, to 2s. per winch launch.
Temporary (course) members, entrance fee, | guinea, Subscrip-
Uon, 1 guinea per week. Flying charges, 15, 10 28, per launch,

|

—_— " ——

Scottish Gliding Union

(Affiliated to the BaF.A.)

Patron ; Lord Weir, President : Hon, A. K. Bovle, Secretary
and Treasurer ;| K, B. Hogerson, 20, Blyihswood Street, Glasgow,
C2  (Tel.: Central 4208 and Shettleston 1328) Main training
and seariog site and clubbouse : Feal Farm, DRishop Hill
Lochleven, Kinross; alsa other training siles in other parts aof
Scotland.  Primary troining and scaring.  Full  residentlal

!
| accitmimusdntion, incloding tooms for married couples. Flying
| and training every weck-end, together with orgapnised camps,
| Flving charges from &1, per flight. Soaring Hight frem 28 &4,
Subacriplion, £3 3s, Aying member per anmum,
Ier anbuin. HEnirance fee, £7 Zs.

==

| Associale, £1 18
| Full range of machines for
| members' use, Large hangar accommodation,
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Weth acknowledgments o SAILPLANE, Dec.,
TAILPIECE—Omne of our members was tackled by an

aocquaintance who had read in a newspaper of a cross-
country flight of forty miles. Like this:—

‘Did you say he was launched by catapult...?”
“Yen"

“...and he went forty miles?"
IITEl-I‘I
"Gosh! What a catapult!™

T

e RN
;a-’a ;J \1:,

—t

LUKE TURNER & CO,, LTD.
DEACON STREET 3 - LEICESTER
Makers of Elastic Launching Gear

Keslrel Sailplane |

for Sale
b, 4 |
Officially Inspected. What Offers? |

Apply
J. BROWNING, BARRINGTON, ILMINSTER

INSTRUMENT
REPAIRS

| Altimeters, Barographs, Airspeeds, Turn & Bank Indicators

CALIBRATION

Of ALTIMETERS, BAROGRAPHS, AIRSPEEDS

| CHOWLES, Instrument Maker, WINSLOW, BLETCHLEY, Bucks.

Fublished by H. ©. Davigs, 13, Viciarh

a Stceet, London, S5.W. 1, and Fiinte

MAKE THIS A

PRESENT TO YOUR
GLIDING FRIEND

A BOUND VOLUME

of
"SAILPLANE & GLIDER

FOR YEAR 1939
I2f- post free
°

OWING TO THE DEMAND FOR SETS,
ONLY A FEW VOLUMES ARE NOW LEFT

ORDER TO-DAY

H. O. DAVIES, 13, Victoria Street, London, S.WV.I

F e -
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