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confidence—it’s
Who put it there? Shell! You can’t
have ccufidence in the air without
confidence in your oil. Hence the
Shell ‘can for confidence plan.” Now
if you want guaranteed clean oil—as
well as easier starting, faster warm-
up, reduced engine wear and operat-
ing costs—you can get it straight
from the can, signed, sealed and de-
livered by Shell. AeroShell ‘W’ Oils
are non-ash dispersant oils. Two
visensity grades in cans (W80 and

]

in the can*

W100). They are approved for use in
all leading light aircraft engines.
Dealers please note: Reduced hand-
ling; greater convenience; longer
life on spec.—it's in the can.

* Availablein tins and sealed for safety.

GO WELL~—
Go SHELL
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The SKYLARK 4

In “18 metre weather” the Skylark is supreme, as a
glance at the National results will show.

The DART

15 metre O.S.T.LV. Class Competition Sailplane.
Most single seat records are wide open to Dart owners,
and we hope they will stand by to attack them.

Suinesey Samwpranes Liuren «3Ss
KIRBYMOORSIDE — YORK — ENGLAND _ST&>*

TELEPHONE : KIRBYMOORSIDE 312 CABLE; SAILPLANES | fwose meo
PIONEERS OF BRITISH GLIDING oRsve
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LORD BRABAZON OF TARA

N Sunday, 17th May, an era came to an end: our President, Lieutenant

Colonel the Right Hon. John Theodore Cuthbert Moore-Brabazon,
PC., G.B.E, M.C,, first Lord Brabazon of Tara in the County of Kent
in the Peerage of the United Kingdom. died after a short illness, at the
age of 80.

TO say that “Brab” was 80 is to
mislead, for he was younger in
heart than most of us to the end.
He went down the Cresta Run in a
bobsleigh on his 70th birthday, and
drove a Mercédes at 115 m.p.h. last
year.

He was a gentleman of the great
order: brilliant, Kind, witty, clever,
industrious and tirelessly interested
in life and living. He was a wonder-
ful public speaker, endlessly enter-
taining in drawing on his store of
adventure and experience.

Gliding attracted exactly the sort
of people and qualities which he
liked, and since becoming our Presi-
dent he has always been available
to use his influence on our behalf.
Amongst his multitudinous engage-
ments, he could always find time to
come to our Annual Dinner or give
the prizes after our National
Championships.

I was honoured by an invitation

to an official Government lunch

given him in February on his 80th birthday, and his speech on that

occasion brought tears to the eyes of some of us, for it was a paean of

thanks that he had been born at this of all times, when the world offered
so much adventure to those worthy and willing to take it.

“Brab” was one of the reasons why most of us don’t emigrate. May
our country produce more like him, for the need is desperate.
P. AL W.
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1965 World Championships News

HIRTY countries have indicated their

intention to enter.

The actval number who will come,
and the actual size of the total entry,
will not be known until 30th September
next, b{ which date final entry forms
(which have now been posted) must be
to hand with a £100 non-returnable
deposit.

Efforts are still being made to reduce
the £250 entry fee, but so far without
SUCCess.

Hiring Gliders

Gliders for hire to visiting pilots will
be available on the following terms:

1. Open and Standard Class gliders
will be available for visiting teams who
cannot bring their own equipment.

2. The hire charge, which will include
glider, parachute, barograph, trailer, car
and insurance cover, is:

(a) (£)_}15e glider per National Acro Club

(b) Second and subsequent gliders
£125,

3. The equipment is being made avail-
able by clubs and private owners. and
most owners ask that one member of the
pilot's crew should be provided by them.

4, As owners will be involved in
some expense in preparing their equip-
ment for the championships, we would
ask for payment at the time of booking,
or at least by 31Ist March, 1965.

5. Gliders will be booked on receipt
of remittance, and the first allotment
made in October, priority being given to
the first glider for each National Aero
Club remitting by 30th September. 1964,
Subsequent allotments of gliders will be
made as later remittances are received.

6. It will not be possible to supply
particular glider types on demand.

General Information

Preliminary information circularised
is as follows:

1. The Championships will take place
at the R.A.F. training airfield, 7 kms.
S.E. from Cirencester. It is grass with no
runways. The longest runm is about
1.000 metres, and the approaches are
good. The latitude is 51° 41 N, and the

longitude is 01° 53 W. Height ASL.
360 ft. The surrounding country is open
with good fields. It is gently undulating
with low hills, The distance from Lon-
don is 140 kms.

2. Accommodation will be in dormi-
tories of 40 beds, in permanent brick
buildings on the airfield. These are light
and airy with good washing facilities.
There 1s accommodation for women
Leam members in another building near-

y.

3. Meals will be provided in the
R.AF. canteens on the airfield. There
will also be refreshments available in
the central operations area.

4. There will be a club with tele-
vision, bar, also a cinema, Post Office
and money exchange facilities on the
airfield.

5. There will be an information office
on the airfield to help competitors with
queries on many subjects including enter-
tainments, car repairs, or business
arrangements.

6. Launches will be by R.A.F, Chip-
munk aircraft to 2,000 fi.

7. Arrangements for barograph con-
trol and battery charging wi;ll be pro-
vided. (The electrical supply is 240 V.
AC 50 cycles.)

8. If oxygen bottles will require re-
filling, the maximum pressure must be
painted on the bottles in pounds per
square inch or kgs. per square centi-
metre. A spare charging adaptor should
be brought.

9. There will be glider repair ser-
vices, and a large workshop space where
competitors can do their own work.

10. Gliders will normally be housed
in their trailers, but there are two large
hangars where they can be left rigged
at owner's risk,

11. Team Captains should bring a

gramophone disc of their National
Anthem, also a National flag about
2 metres long.

12. The next communication will

include the rules and regulations, and
maps.

The B.G.A. is electing all members
of visiting teams as Associate Members
during their stay in the UK.
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Flying Officer J. S, WiLLIamsON : Aged 35, is married with one son. His Swedish-
born wife is also a Silver C pilot.

Captain H. C. N. GoopHarT, R.N.: Aged 44, is married to an American.
Inventor of the mirrer deck-landing sight.

. G. E. Burton : Phycisist. Aged 33, married with two step-children, Expert on

glider instrumentation.

Brigadier A. J. DeaNe-DRUMMOND : Aged 46, is married with four daughiers.
He is the author of the book “Return Ticket™. 2 :

Ist Reserve — Flight Lieutenant 1. W. STRacHAN : Aged 26, married. He is
Captain of a flight refuelling “*Valiant™. .

2nd Reserve — A. J. STonE : Airline Pilot. Aged 31, married with one daughter.

Team Manager — P. G. BurGess ; Civil Engineer. Aged 37, married with one
son. Was reserve pilot in Argentina in 1963.
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Championship Trophies

LoNDONDERRY Cup.—John S. Fielden,

winner of Individual Championship,
League 1.

FurLonG TroPHY.—A. W. Doughty,
winner of Individual Championship,
League 2.

L. Du GarpE PeacH Tropay.—D, C.
Kerridge and A. D. Purnell, winners of
the Team Championship, League 1.

FirtH Vickers TropHy.—M. S. Hunt
and M. J. Smith, winners of Team
Championship, League 2

PaN AMERICAN TroPHY.—D. F. Innes,
winner of Standard Class Championship.

KeMmsLEy Cup.—Surrey Gliding Club,
entrant of highest placed club glider in
either League: SEyIark 4 flown by
D. P. L. Scallon in League 2.

EoN Cup.—JI. S. Fielden, entrant of
the highest-scoring British-built glider of
}hekt);pe most strongly represented: Sky-
ark 3.

Daily Winners

Dav  League | League 2
1 1. W. Strachan V. C. Carr
2 R. A. E. Dunn  R. A, Sandford
3 J. S. Fielden P. D. Kevan
-+ D. B, James —

Success for
Crossfell Variometers

and Audios

Since these instruments were
introduced (Varios in 1959) they
have been used with consistent

success by pilots of varying
ability in every British National
and World Championship

PROVEN RELIABILITY
AND EXCELLENCE

Crossfell Variometers,
10 Borrowdale Reoad,
Malvern,
Worcestershire

Practice Week For The Nationals

THIS year, as usual, just prior to the
Nationals, the R.A.F. Gliding and
Soaring Association and the Army Glid-
ing Association held a combined practice
week at Lasham. The aim of this week
is not the intensive flying of daily tasks,
but to ensure that the administration
and organisation of the Service camp is
running smoothly before the Nationals
start, that each competitor is properly
equipped and has a full and tried crew,
and to give some reasonable competi-
tive soaring practice to pilots, some of
whom had had no soaring practice at
all this year.

The weather was not too good for
the first few days, but improved ralptdlx
as the annual “Nationals anticyclone
moved into place. Two speed tasks were
flown on the two days immediately prior
to the opening of the Nationals. These
were probably better soaring days than
any during the period of the Nationals

and gave valuable practice to those
pilots who needed it.

Thursday, 14th May

lan Strachan set a triangle: Lasham-
the White Horse at Yatesbury-Culham
Airficld-Lasham, and collected 1,000
points, obviously trying! Only four of
the twenty Service competitors fell short
of the finishing line, and retrieve crews,
most of whom had stayed at Lasham,
had an easy time.

Friday, 15th May

Out-and-Return to Henstridge Airfield
(west of Shaftesbury). Start and finish
line timing was by stop-watch to the
nearest second, which was just as well,
as lan Strachan pipped Pete Dawson by
just 5 seconds. Both were awarded
1,000 points.

Details of the results are given in the
accompanying tables,

K. R.S.
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R.AF, GS.A. PRACTICE WEEK

Final Pilot or ] Comp. | May 14th Total
Posn, Pilots |  No. Sailpl | mph pasn, pis.
1. I. Strachan 233 Skylark 4 36.1 1 344 1= 2000
2. P. Dawson 16 Skylark 4 31.5 4 34.4 1= 1830
3. A. Deanc-Drummond 58 Dart | 298 8 33.6 3 1743
4. R. Dunn 258 Skylark 4 ? 3.4 5 28.8 7 1617
5. 1. Delafield | 334 Dan 29.9 7 30.0 6 1698
6. D. Spottiswood 75 Olympia 419 30.5 6 27.8 9 1554
1. G. tesworth 90 Olympia 403 203 16 33.5 4 1483
8. N. Kearon 86 Olympia 419 | 28.1 10 26.3 12 1437
9. 1. Croshaw | 73 Skylark 3 26.8 11 27.0 9 1416
10, E. Meddings &
K. Fitzroy 118 Ka6 | 23.6 13 27.3 10 1338
11. D, Innes 175 Ka-6cn 21.6 15 28.3 ] 1323
12. ). Williamson 335 Dan — 17 3.8 5 1187
13, E. Siark 72 Olympia 419 324 1 —_ 16 1080
14. P. Hanneman 24 Olympia 460 26.4 12 —_ Is 970
15. P. Kevan & |
W. Pickles | 249 Olympia 463 52 9 — 17 952
16. A. Gough 205 Olympia 419 22 3 - —_ RSB
17. D, Austin & i
A. Loveland 131 Olympia 460 23.5 14 18 Fil
18, J, Welsh & 5 |
B. Goldney | 348 Olympia 463 | — 18= 13 729
19. J. Evans | 52 Skylark 3rF — 8= 14 683
20, A. Somerville & |
C. Dorman | 12 Olympindé0 | — 18= 19 178
Civilian Pilots
7. G. Burion 367 Dart 33.4 2 328 [ T906
3. B, James 160 Skylark 3 3.4 4 33.4 -} 1894
6. W. Kahn 4 Skylark 38 35.3 k] 27.2 16 1704
T.F Wills 1 Skylark 4 298 11 30.9 8 1640
— D. Carrow 20 Skylark 38 - —_ 30.5 9 849
- M. Bird 214 Skylark 3 o~ — 289 11 793
- A, Warminge: 44 Olympia 419 293 12 — 760
— Rika Harwood 65 Skylark 3s —_ — 26.9 18 727
— D. Kerridge 147 Skylark 3¢ — —_ 24.2 20 645
— C. Richardson 161 Skylark 3e -» — 23.5 21 626

had been combined in one

These civilian pilots were timed across the start and finish lines but not necessarily round all
turning-points. The positions shown are those they would have had if the Civiliun and Service pilots

list.

Will he ever win one of these Championship Trophies?
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THE NATIONAL GLIDING
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Lasham, May 16th to 24th, 1964

Note.—We are indebted to Mr. C. E. Wallington, who, with Mr. Russell Johnson,
gave the meteorological briefings at the Championships, for the daily weather charts
and the accompanying notes on each day's weather, which are printed in italics.
(The charis are for mid-day on the dates shown.)

FINAL positions in League 1 at this
year’'s National Championships
brought considerable surprise to those
who were unaware of what the winner,
John Fielden, had been up to during the
past year or two at his remote club in
far-off Devon. But after he had des-
cribed his techniques to the Kronfeld
Club later, the audience loudly ap-
plauded one of their number who ex-
pressed the opinion that his win was
well deserved.

It appears that he has been in the
habit of leaving work between 4 and 5
p.m., getting airborne between 5 and 6,
and either soaring in the weakening ther-
mals or catching the sea-breeze front and
soaring along 1t till dark—if it lasts as
long. These were just the technigues
needed for this year's poor weather, both
for the weak thermals on the first two
contest days, and for the sea breeze

coming in from the Lincolnshire and
Yorkshire coasts on the last two.

The fact that three former British
Champions were among the lowest 10 on
the first day. though they worked up to
higher positions later, can also be attri-
buted basically to poor weather, for
reasons which are evident from their
articles in this issue, Another reason, we
would suggest, is that there is a theo-
retical maximum performance for any
particular task in given weather condi-
tions, and as more and more pilots
approach this maximum, it becomes less
possible for an individual pilot, however
highly skilled, to maintain an outstanding
position.

How last year's champion, Peter Scott,
would have performed is anyone’s guess,
as he withdrew his entry becanse of his
commitment to séa instead of air sailing,

The accompanying table shows how

PLACINGS IN FOUR CHAMPIONSHIPS

Rating League and Placing

Position Pilot 1964 1963 1962 1961
25 1. SoPielden it 1/1 1/25 1/18 2/2%
22 R ACEIDGN0 vt 1/2 1/13 1/17 1/39
18 J. D. Spottiswood ................ 1/3 1/5 2/11 2/24*
30 13 DU 2l e, v i e 114 1/27 127 1/27
22 BuEWGOIgh vl R e 1/5 1/10 1/16 1/31
39 I I Y 1/6 2/2 2/7* =
9 BB Tamiess ot e 1/7 1/22 1/15 1/12
14 L W SErpeiams e 1/8 1/6 2/1 2131%
41 TR e e e 4 T L 1/9 2/11 2/20* 2/24%
24 A, H. Warminger ................ 1/10 1/9 1/30 1/43
5 e B by R Ll SR R Dok 1/11 1/4 1/10 1/7
29 W N S i 1/12 1/12 1/32 1/30
28 IR & e T e L R G 1/13 1/20 1/23 1/15
19 C. W. Bentson ................... 1/14 1/28 1/24 1/13
62 ACDUPUDell. e 1/15 2/8* 2/17* 2({1*
13 R. A. Mann 1/16 1/22 1/14

* In partnership with one or more other pilot(s)
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this year’s leading 16 competitors have
progressed in the last four successive
Championships.

This year, on Contest days only,
League 1 flew 16,040 miles in 780 hours
from 176 launches, and League 2 flew
7,717 miles in 500 hours from 139
launches. There were also 175 launches
on no-contest days. Aggregate figures for
3 years:

1964 1963 1962

Miles 23,757* 39,290 58,971

Hours 1,280* 1,551 2,381

Launches 490 686 657
* On Contest days

Was this year’s weather the worst

ever? Probably not: there have been at
least two worse occasions. In 1949, at
Camphill, there were three competition
days and the furthest distance of the
meeting was 84 miles by Philip Wills.
Then during the World Championships
in 1954, also at Camphill, each Class had
only four contest days in a fortnight,
and though the longest distance was 106
miles by Rajn and Komac in the Yugo-
slay two-seater, they did it in waves, not
thermals.

Saturday, 16th May

Nicholas Goodhart, opening this year's
National Championships, point out
that they were only the 9th, because up
to 1950 these meetings were
“Contests”. He congratulated the Las-
ham management on getting their splen-
did new clubhouse built, and Wally
Kahn on raising the £20,000 needed to
build it. Architecturally, he would like
it to have included a ‘“‘vertical feature”
which, he said, would have to be “not
so strong as a glider”, Capt. Goodhart
then, not unexpectedly, warned the
assembled company about recent changes
in the Airways; and finally, remember-
ing a certain 400th anniversary, hoped
the weather would be As You Like It,
with no Tempest, and without further
Ado About Nothing, declared the
Championships open.

Giorgio and Adele Orsi, from Italy,
who were flying hors concours, and
Edward Makula, the World Champion,
who would learn about England as a
crew member of the Polish A.F.A. team,
were welcomed by Ann Welch, who
then set the tasks:—

= ) e, VR —— —

SATURDAY, 16th Mav.—With an anti-
cyclone centred over E. Anglia winds
over S.E. England were light, but dry
thermals were limited in depth by an
inversion at about 3,500 ft. above M.S.L.
Thin cirrus cloud weakened the sun-
shine slightly, so thermals were sel-
dom strong. Slight haze covered the
course, but it was not thick enough to
make navigation d':‘)ﬂicnlr. The southern
edge of the cirrus cloud is shown on the
map by the broken and hatched line.
Towards the end of the afternoon cool
air dfrom the south coast reached Lasham
and covered the last part of the course.

League 1: race round a 99.6-mile
Triangle with turning-points at Upavon
and Shillingford Bridge Hotel.

LEAGUE 2: race round a 72-mile Tri-
angle with turning-points at Welford and
Shillingford Bridge,

Thus League 2 shared half the second
leg and all the third leg with League 1.
The Hotel, it was explained, might be
identified by the sight of bikini-clad
figures on the lawn, but pilots must give
their attention to the other side of the
river, where the turning-point markers
would be. The two Leagues were to
have alternate launches.

Colin Richardson, of League 2, was
first to leave the ground at 11.58, fol-
lowed by Mike Bird, of League 1, at
noon, League 2 had the shorter journey
and 19 of them got round the course;
they also produced the fastest spced —
29.6 m.p.h. by Vic Carr, and the slowest
~— 13.7 m.p.h. by Stuart Waller, who
made the first two legs in two hours,
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but took three hours over the third.

Eight of League I finished the course,
lan Strachan doing best with 26.7 m.p.h.,
in spite of getting stuck for a time over
Tidworth army camp below the top of
the adjoining hill, before reaching Up-
avon.

Thick haze was a nuisance to many,
but not to John Ficlden, as it enabled
him to get away from the “gaggles”
without being followed. Chris Hurst got
high enough, at 4,100 ft. asl, to see
a brown haze horizon; but few people
approached Wallington's forecast ther-
mal ceiling of 4,500 ft, and Arthur
Doughty spent most of the time below
release height.

Briefing by Derrick Goddard.

On the whole, League 1 found their
first leg to Upavon easier than League
2's first leg to Welford. But all found
the last leg difficult, especially along
the Thames valley, and many came down
around Wallingford, south of the last
turning-point. Some avoided the Thames
by going “inland” over the Berkshire
Downs; but Waller, who did so, found
the only reliable thermal sources to be
buildings, and hill-tops didn’t work
unless there was a cluster of buildings
on them. On the other hand, Charles
Ellis was of the opinion that it depended
on the distribution of the cirrus patches
far overhead. He could not actually
discern their shadows, but where the
shadows ought to have been, sailplanes
could be seen on the ground. On the
other hand, the air brewed up where

the sun shonme through a “tongue” of
blue sky.

Fielden got back to Lasham mnearly
an hour after everyone else, at 18,40, by
using evening thermals from woods and
coppices.

League 1: Speeds

Pilot Sailplane  m.p.h. Pits.
Strachan Skl 4 26,7 1000
Dawson SkL 4 242 964
Jones Skl. 3¢ 24.0 961
Gough Oly. 419 239 960
Dunn Skl. 4 224 940
A. Burns Ka-6cr 22 939
Spottiswood Oly. 419 21.6 931
Fielden Skl. 3 20.1 914
League 2: Leading Speeds
Pilot Sailplane m.g.h. Pts.
Carr Skl. 4 29.6 1000
C. Riddell Skl. 3F 23.0 813
Croshaw Skl 3 2% 192
Minton Skl. 4 219 786
Scallon Skl. 4 21.9 786
Austin Oly. 460 217 780

Sunday, 17th May
: <

IT MAY i9e4

s

Low B S
SunDaY, 17th MAY.—The weather sit-
uation had scarcely chan during the
past 24 hours. Thermals were again
limited in depth, but this time to about
2,500 fr. above M.S.L. — although an
occasional thermal burst out of the haze
top to about 3,500 Jr. The broken cirrus
cloud had retreated northwards a little,
but still covered the course. Cool S.E.'ly
winds from the sea again reached Las-
ham in the late afternoon and spread
over the last few miles of the course.
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Leacue 1: Out-and-Return South Cer-
ney, 103.6 miles in all,

GUE 2: Out-and-Return Scuth
Marston. 82.8 miles.

Thus League 2 followed the same
track as League 1 for four-fifths of the
way., With the thermal ceiling expected
to rise from 2,000 ft. at 10 am. to
4,000 ft. eventually, no one is believed
to have exceeded 3,500 ft. asl, so
nearly everyone was crowded into the
2,000-3,500 ft. height band mest of the
time, though Fielden avoided the crush
by keeping well to the east. Mackworth-
Young selected 11.06 for the first
launch, and thereafter all starting-times
were filled on the board for the next
two hours at 40 per hour. Pilots heeded
the Chief Marshal’s complaint at bricfing
that some people had been taking five
minutes over hooking-on followed by
“love and kisses™.

Nobody completed the course in either
League, mainly because the thermals on
the return leg were weakening beyond
the strength needed to combat the in-
creasing contrary wind.

In Leacue 1 Dimock was first to cross
the starting line at 11.46, and Fielden
first round the turning-point at 14.25.
Dunn made the longest distance,
92.5 miles, landing at 17.28 at Kings-
clere and putting himself in the overall
lead. Last reported landing was by Innes
at 18.00 also at Kingsclere. Thirty-
three rounded the turning point and two
just reached it. ;

One way of circumventing the mathe-
matical relation between thermal strength
and contrary wind on the return Jour-
necy was to use thermal ‘“streets”, if
they could be found. Fielden used one
which led him to Swindon, and Dan
Smith, catching sight of three gaggles
close together strung in a line along
a valley which seemed to be hotting up
in the sun, suspected a street so
along the line, and sure enough a street
was there and carried him well up wind,
leaving all his circling competitors
behingd.

League 1: Leading Scores

Pilot Miles Points
Dunn 92.5 1000
Carrow 91.4 985
Spottiswood 90.0 966
Warminger ... 89.8 964
Bentson, Innes, Kahn

and D. Smith B 89.4 958

Leading Totals, 2 Days

Dunn 1940 Warminger 1695
Strachan 1920 Innes 1661
Spottiswood 1897 Carrow 1650
Jones 1757 D. Smith 1648
Gough 1750 Kahn 1623

In LEaGUE 2, Sandford was first across
the start line at 11.39 and eventually
won the day with the benefit of his
Olympia 2's handicap, going 68.6 miles.
Collins, in his Skylark 4, made longest
distance with 70.9 miles. Sutcliffe was
first round the turning-point at 14.40.
Last landing was by Richardson at 17.55,
near Kingsclere, T?—:irty-lwo rounded the
turning-point and 3 others reached it.
Chris Riddell took top place overall,

League 2: Leading Scores
Sandford 1000 Collins 869
Paul 917 R. Harwood 865
Coatesworth, Richardson and C. Riddell,

863. Doughty and M. Riddell, 843.

Leading Totals, 2 Days

C. Riddell 1676  Jerzycki 1576
Paul 1646 Rutherford 1572
Collins 1627 Doughty 1563
Loveland 1620 Snodgrass 1547
Scallon 1619 Dorman 1498
Monday, 18th May

18 MAY 1984
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Monpay, 18th May.—A trough of low
pressure with thundery rain moved
steadily eastwards across the country.
The westerly airstream which followed
during the early afternoon brought
cumulus and good thermals, but winds
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were to 30 knots and more above
1,500 ft., and apart from a half-hour
spell when cloud streets were present it
was not easy to make headway into
wind.

Philip Wills referred to the death of
Lord Brabazon, and asked all to stand.

Due to weather, briefing was post-
poned till noon, when League 2 might be
given a task; but when noon arrived,
Ann Welch could only announce: “No
task — no weather”.

The R.A.F. arranged to provide two
crews at a time, of four each, to con-
trol the Bank Holiday crowds: four to
keep them off the grass and four to
marshal their cars. Bill Bedford enter-
tained them with an aerobatic display
in a Hurricane. j

A story was going round that a light-
house keeper in the far south-west had
reported a wrong barometer reading and
misled the Met. Office into believing
that a front over Ireland extended further
south than it did, and that our weather
would be worse than it was.

A bottle party was announced to take
place “in, round, under and over” the
double caravan belonging to Sagn. Ldr.
Donald Spottiswood, who was informed
of the event a few minutes before it
began. It grew and grew as a bonfire
continued to send up thermals far into
the night.

,
Bill Bedford (left) talks to Wally Kahn.

Tuesday, 19th May

|- 7 \
& ’

19 MAY I984 |

Tuespay, 19th May.—A cold from
moved slowly across the country from
the west, About 30 miles behind the
front, low stratus and rain gave way
to well broken cumulus which extended
up to about 9,000 fi.

LeaGuUE 1: Distance along a line which
shuttles between  Halfpenn Green
(Wolverhampton) and Lasham; ie.
“when you get there, come back here,
and when you get here, go back there,”

League 2: Shillingford Bridge Hotel
and Free Distance tﬁcreafter.

At a later briefing the tasks were can-
celled, but League 1 could do unofficial
marked flights, and Brennig James got
as far as Honeybourne, 72 miles.

Wednesday, 20th May

20 MAY 1964
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WEDNESDAY, 20th May.—Cirrus cloud
ahead of a warm front spread eastwards
across the country. This cirrus, together
with some spreading out of the cumulus
that did form, reduced thermal activity.
Sea breeze fronts were observed just
inland of the south coast and the York-
shire coast.

MQ
“arele Ne—TIELDEN

LeacUE 1: Free Distance.

Leacue 2: Free Distance after League
| had been launched.

The task was chosen because of the
prospect of bad weather on the morrow.

Though all went north at first, after
passing the Chilterns most of League 1

“BURGESS

continued north but all of League 2
made for East Anglia. An exception was
Gerry Burgess who, after twice return-
ing from short flights, had only enough
time left to make a downwind dash for
Kent.

The most notable feature of the day
was a wide belt of overcast sky consist-
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ing of stratocumulus with cumulo-nim-
bus hidden inside. It seems to have been
about 30 miles wide, running W. to E.,
and edging gradually southwards, for
Warminger, who left Lasham at 11.30,
encountered it north of Northampton,
while most people ran against it at
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Northampton or Bedford, and Doughty,
two hours behind Warminger, was being
pushed still further south by it to
Henlow.

This belt of clamp was of limited
length, for Camp tried to outflank it at
the western end, and Bird thought he
could have done so by keeping further
west of Oxford, while Doughty and
Williamson both went S.E. to outflank its
castern end. The latter, and also Ruther-
ford, saw its elongated cu-nim stretching
N.E. from Northampton and Bedford
respectively. Many pilots crossed it by
finding one of the cu-nims inside and
climbing to about 9,000 ft, though
Carrow and Shepard found enough lift
to cross it below cloud base.

But the highest climb of all, 12,500 ft.,
was made by Paddy Kearon in an iso-
lated cumulus east of Cardington (which
is south of Bedford); though he got iced
up, he says it was not a cu-nim.

David Carrow, who landed at North
Coates as early as 17.30, was believed
for nearly two hours to have made the
longest distance, 167.3 miles, until news
came of the Jatest landings of all:
Roger Mann at 19.05 after 170 miles,
and finally John Fielden at 19.35, reach-
ing the south bank of the Humber, 176.9
miles from Lasham, after a most aston-
ishing hour-and-a-half winding across
Lincolnshire between 800 and 1,200 ft.
in the sea-breeze front.

League 1: Longest Distances

Pilat Landing Miles
Fielden Humber 176.9
Mann Cleethorpes 170.0
Carrow N. Coates 167.3
Garrod Sea Palling 157.9
Kearen Accle 150.7
Fairman Stafiord 1242
D. Smith Uttoxeter 123.2
D-Drummond Ch. Broughton 122.1
Dawson Wisbech 118.1
Dunn Wisbech 113

Stark March 110.0

J Leading Totals, 3 Days

Fielden 2612 Innes 2221
Carrow 2590 Bentson 2189
Dunn 2534  Kearon 2180
Spottiswood 2432 Warminger 2122
D. Smith 2306 Stone 2041
Strachan 2291 Dawson 2028
Gough 2271 Kahn 2022
Jones 2224 Bird 2003

In League 2, leading scores for the
day were Peter Kevan with an Olym-
pia 460, who made the longest distance,
133.5 miles to Wymondham; Roy Proc-
ter and passenger to Snetterton airfield;
and Mike Smith to Woodbridge. Guisti,
in Orsi’s entry, made third best distance,
126 miles to Woodbridge, and would
have taken 4th place if flying as an
official competitor.

League 2: Leading Scores

Pilot Sailplane Miles Pis.
Kevan Oly. 460 133.5 1000
Procter Bocian 122.5 994
M. Smith Skl 4 128.4 956
Guisti Skl. 4 126.5 939)
Welsh  Oly. 460 125.8 933
Doughty Skl 3F 125.0 925
Jerzycki Skl 4 117.0 855
Scallon Skl. 4 113,5 824
Mettam  Skl. 3B 112.6 816
Corrick  Austria 111.1 803
Croshaw Skl 3 110.6 798
Collins Skl. 4 1102 795

As this was League 2's last Contest
Day, the overall positions are as given
in the table of Final Resuits.

Thursday, 21st May
- T n o
2| MAY 1984

THURSDAY, 21st MaY.—A4 warm and
cold fromi moved across the couniry
during the day.

LeaGue 2: Distance along a line
through Sutton Bank.

LEAGUE 1 was given the same task at
a later briefing, to be launched after
League 2, but it was cancelled.

LEAGUE 2 set off under a complete low




overcast with darker patches here and
there. Half of them landed out, but only
six exceeded “2X” (30 miles), and eight
were needed to make it a Contest. Of the
six, two were too far off the line to
score, anyway. Mike Smith distinguished
himself by going 67 miles, nearly to
Northampton, far ahead of the next best,
Loveland, with 39 miles to Thame.
Moreover, Mike stayed airborne till
15.20, whereas everyone else had landed
by 13.50. He was given a special award
at the prizegiving for this feat. How did
he do it? Did he run into better
weather? On the contrary, it became
worse, if anything. He just managed to
go on finding enough lift to keep up,
that’s all.

In the evening Edward Makula gave a
talk and showed a film of the last World
Champienships.

Friday, 22nd May

FripaY, 22nd May.—Berween a wide-
spread area of cloud and rain crossing
Wales and low stratus and drizzle in a
cold front moving east over E. Anglia,
there was a band of clearer weather
extending from Hampshire to Yorkshire.
The clearance at Lasham was fairly
sharp, and lasted long enough for pilots
to set off for the better thermal con-
ditions in the north. Cumulus cloud
extending to about 10,000 fi. contained
moderate to good thermals until late in
the evening. A sea breeze front over
Lincolnshire and Yorkshire was marked
by the edge of thick haze in the sea air.

A strip of England from south to
north lay between two depressions, and
although the first one cleared Oxford at
9 am. it was 1.10 p.m. beforc blue
sky reached the zenith at Lasham. and
by 3.30 the sky there was overcast once
more. Briefing was postponed until at
noon the obvious task was sect:

LEAGUE [: Distance alon%, a line
through Sutton Bank (the Yorkshire
Club’s site, almost due north).

Launches began at 1 p.m. with Bren-
nig James, who kept going for 7 hr.
18 min. to make the longest distance of
the day, 265.2 miles to South Shields land-
ing 6.4 miles off course because at that
point the line through and beyond Sut-
ton Bank is out to sea. It was at last a
day for the Dart, and John Williamson,
earning 998 points to James's 1,000, made
a faster time, starting about 2 p.m. and
landing three miles shorter but 2.4 miles
nearer the line at 830 p.m. Humphry
Dimock, going nearly as far, landed fur-
ther inland, 8.7 miles from the line. at
8.5]1 p.m.. and other landings after 8
were John Fielden at 8.35, Anne Burns
at 840, and “Rocky” Stone. 9 p.m. at
Linton-on-Ouse, the 8th longest flight.
There were altogether 18 landings after
7 p.m. (all times B.S.T.).

Most of those who reached the New-
castle-on-Tyne region have written sep-
arate accounts, and also Philip Wills,
who landed at the Newcastle Club site
further south,

Greatly improved washing facilities in
the new Clubhouse.
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As competitors went north, they found

20,30 WILLIAMSON CHAMPIONSHIPS the weather improving over Oxfordshire,
20-51 DIMOCK “giinderland May ZZN.D'LE.QGUIE?GI? and soon encountered thick cumulus.
20.35 FIELDENY---250MILES Dista .61' L * Still further north, many people got to
N MEAONG A UNE 9000 feet in these clouds: Fielden
THROUGH SUTTON BANK reached 10,000 feet and Wills 11,000 feet.

Jo SHowiNG Latiing Tives The general experience was that lift be-

i (sumssr AT NEweasTLs 21.20) low them was weak but became strong

as soon as one went inside. This suggests

F=WILLS 19.15 that they were largely self-stoking, and

19-30 DAWSON— ma¥ explain hwhy they c&ntin%e% _a.clivf
z 50 far into the evening, thou 1Moc.

Thirsk. 4 Sutton Bank got into one as late as 830 pm. by

19.30 GOUGH ~—ri climbing in smoke from a factory chim-

21.00

STONE oF--200 MILES

19.40 ;ﬁmaglgﬁrvuun 19.00
12

PANN

19.00 WARMINGER™

19.00 PURNELL

204D A. BURNS—

ney, in spite of patches of ground fog
still lower down.

The line of big Cu across Yorkshire
suggested a sea breeze front to Fielden,
and James found their bases 2,000 feet
lower than elsewhere: but there was
another parallel line of smaller cumulus

RD 19.30

e

18,35 nearer the coast
.20 kEanond DORCASTEr gl Landings on the map show a surpris-
;{_%@“;“.’“gg North ingly even scatter, and the only “bunch”
m‘a%m 938 Coates was of half a dozen machines around
._,,?:L;‘S“ A5 York, However, there were bad patches:
mphill : Lincoln Kearon, who started late, found one in
mw:‘ the Rugby-Daventry area, and Carrow
L "-—""{mmg"g met a flat patch north of Nottingham,
NG — 2
18.09 STARK Newark League I: Longest Distances
Nattingham§—GALE 1720 Miles
Pilot Landing Proj. &
Place Off-set
L———KAHN 17.30 B. James S. Shields 265.2—6.4
Leicestep Williamson Sunderland  2622—4.0
7100 MLES Dimock Usworth 2582—8.7
sviclllden %eaa?am ﬂ gl-s e
Bnmtimgthorpe®  , Market ills riton M, 19-—-35
BERTEL < Havvorugh Dawson Thirsk 2184—34
Rughy gough I[‘)‘isht'(:ir";t)l'l %{9);3-—-?3
tone inton O. e &
«Northampton Innes York 195.7—0.4
Dunn York 196.2—0.9
L JEFFERY 1615 Mann Rufforth 192.6—0.0
D-Drummend Rufforth 191.6—0.4
Bicesfen Shephard Rufforth 191.6—0.4
. _{ JEFFERSON 15.06 Warminger York ; 188.6—0.2
Oxford MACKWORTH-YOUNG 15.33 Fairman Knaresbro 195.5—8.7
___{ugupm_o 15.10 This being the last Contest Day, over-
o THANNEMAN 15,10 all positions are as shown in the table
L3 Wallingford of final results.

Between briefings in the morning,
Derek Piggott gave a talk on his Powered
Trainer project (described on another
page), and answered many questions. It
is noteworthy that nobody objected to

Reading

bLasham the scheme on principle.
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SATURDAY, 23rd May.—During the
past 24 hours a depression had moved
quickly from Ireland to France. An
easterly  airstream  across  England
brought back the rain belr which had
already crossed the country from the
west. Drier air from the east reached
Lasham but thick smoke haze from
London restricted the sunshine. Tem-
perature rose to 67° F, bur 68° F was
needed to trigger off deep convection.

LEaGuE 1: Out-and-Return via Blen-
heim Palace, 8 miles N, of Oxford; 94
miles in all.

LeaGUE 2: Distance along an endless
line with turning-points at Broadway
Tower, South Cerney and Lasham (ue.
round and round the course repeatedly).

Last time Broadway Tower was used
as a turning-point, Ann said, observers
were charged 6d. each time they went
up it to look for gliders.

LEAGUE 2 were launched first and nine
of their pilots landed out. The weather
was too poor for the rest, and League I
did not get a Contest Day cither.

Sunday, 24th May

LEeaGuE 2: Distance round a Triangle
via Thruxton-Welford-Lasham. .

LeaGueE | were promised a possible
task at noon, but by that time the
weather looked hopeless, so Prizegiving
was fixed for 3 p.m.

Sir Roy Dobson, Chairman of the
Hawker Siddeley Group, presented the
prizes.
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SunpaY, 24th May.—With an almost
stationary rain belt lying across Southern
England, the chances of making this a
contest day were slim. A temporary
break in the low and medium cloud
raised hopes sufficient to plan a task,
but conditions deteriorated and thundery
rain broke out during the later after-
noon.

So ended a week in which the general
weather situations were by no means
unusual, but, whereas in several pre-
vious National Championships we had
been able to find channels or regions of
good soaring conditions on most days,
this year the better regions were seldom
over or linked to Lasham at the right
time of day.

However, there may be some consola-
tion in the thought that if the Nationals

been one week later there would
probably have been no contest days at
all in a week of medium-level thundery
conditions.

PEEDWELL
AILPLANES

Speedwell Works, Bosden Hall Farm,
Hazel Grove, Cheshire
Telephone: Stepping Hill 5742
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP RESULTS

LEAGUE 1
Final place Pilot or pilots ,L anteat ;”m and ;ﬁm 4 Total Comp. Entrant or Owner
Open Standard 16th 17th 20th 23nd Points No. Saiplane
s J. 8. Fielden 914 698 1000 959 1571 200 Skylark 3 Pr.yate Owner
2. R. A. E. Dunn 940 1000 594 734 3268 258 Skylark 4 R.A.F.
3 1, D, Spottiswood 931 966 535 635 3067 75 Olympija 419 R.A.F.
4, D. D. Carrow b6S 935 940 445 3035 20 Skylark l» Private Owner
5. A. G. Gough 960 790 521 742 Jo13 205 Olympia 419 R.AF.
6. 18 D, 8. Innes 703 958 735 2956 175 a-HCR R.AF,
y D. B. James 608 761 510 1 2879 160 Skylark 3 Surrey G.C.
8. 1. W, Strachan 1000 920 kYl 572 286) 233 Skylark 4 R.AF.
9, P. E. Dawson Y4 439 625 816 2844 16 Skylark 4 R.AF,
10. A. H. Warminger 731 964 427 705 2827 44 Olymml 419 Private Owner
I, A. 1. Stonsz 748 721 564 740 2781 411 Skylark 4 Private Owner
12. N. W, Kearon 615 731 834 598 2778 86 Olympia 419 T
13. J. D, Jones 961 478 553 2177 180 Skylark 3¢ Private Owner
14, C. W. Bentson 659 958 512 546 2735 361 Skylark 4 Private Owner
15, D. C. Kerridge and 671 504
., Purnell 131 686 21592 147 Skylark 3F Surrey G.C.

16. R. A. Mann 207 698 956 723 2584 36 Skylark 4 Private Owner
17. 2 J. 8. Williamson 3o 684 515 998 2547 135 Dan R.A.F.
8. M. C. Fairman 731 439 665 699 2534 177 Skylark 3 Private Owner
19. M. Bird 704 795 504 515 2528 214 Skylark 3 M. Robson & Purtners
20. 3. Anne Burns 939 498 456 627 2520 211 Ka-6cr A. J. Watson & Partners
21, H. R. Dimock 615 297 519 963 2414 228 Skylark 4 Private Qwner
22 4 G. E. Burton 703 646 499 548 2396 367 Dart Private Owner
3. P. A. Wills 418 633 497 831 2379 1 Skylark 4 Private Owner
24. W, A. H. Kahn 665 958 3 36 2138 4 Skylark 3B Private Owner
25, C. A. P, Ells 703 698 187 519 2307 9 Skylark 3 London G,C
26, D, A. Smith 690 958 658 2306 42 Skylark 3n Private Owner
27. E. G. She hard and 698 Eiv

F. Shepard 391 495 2301 190 Skylark IF Army G.A,
28, F. G‘ lmng 698 698 358 457 2211 266 Skylark 4 Private Qwner
29. J. B. lefferson 696 731 522 2040 155 Skylark 3F Private Owner |
30. 5. M. P. Garrod 1 519 878 519 2027 460 Olympia 460 H. C. G. Buckingham
3. P. G. Burgess 656 668 40 572 1936 139 Skylark 3o Private Owner
32. C. Stark S0§ 390 574 438 1908 72 Olympia 419 Army G.A
ELR W. N. Tonkyn 377 731 298 487 1893 296 Skylark 4 Imperial Cn!lese G.C.
14 6= Kok Dcane-Drummond 498 651 "7 1866 58 Dart Army G.A.
% 7. P. Hanneman 693 T05 201 & 1640 24 Olympia 460 R.AF.
36. G. W, Mackwoﬂ.h—\'uuns 76 944 22 9] 1633 13 Skylark 3G Private Owner
37. T 535 195 564 0 1294 96 Eagle lmx&nll Coliege G.C.
18. | AN ¥ Dchﬂeid 91 498 499 36 1124 3}4 Dant
19, 9. C, P. A. Jeffrey 64 494 364 159 1081 193 M-100s A. MacDonald & Partner
40. 10, F. A. O. Gaze 0 0 537 408 945 210 Std. Austria Private Owner
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LEAGUE 2

~Contest Day and Date
Final place Pilot or pilots 1 2 Total Comp, ERivrior. Ouner
16th 17th 20th Points No. Sﬂl‘fﬂa.NG

I. A. W. Doughty 720 843 925 2483 91 Skylark 3¢ Private Owner
2. D. P. L. Scallon 786 83 A14 2443 328 Skylark 4 Surrey G.C.
2 Bl cki 743 833 555 2431 303} Skylark 4 PO]lsh AF.A. GC.
4. G. T. Collins 758 869 795 2422 171 Skylark 4 Private Owner
5.  R. Rutherford 719 833 720 2292 41 Skylark 4 Private  Owner
6. D. C, Snodgrass 709 838 742 2289 189 Skylark 4 Private Owner
7. 1. Paul 729 97 621 2267 2 Skylark 2 Private Owner
8. P. Minton 786 710 767 2263 239 Skylark 4 D. Crabb and Partners
9 N B Oarr 1000 487 749 2236 108 Skylark 4 Privatz Owner
10. M. 1. Smith and 768 956

M. S. Hunt 410 21 240 Skylark 4 Private Owners
I1. H. §, Mettam and 449 Ble

Rika Harw R6S 2130 65 Skylark In Private Owners
12. ). G. Croshaw 792 480 798 2070 73 Skylark 3 R.A.F.
13.  D. M. R. Riddell s05 843 695 2043 173 Skylark 3F Private Owner
14. J. H. Welsh and 21 933

P. Goldney R28 2034 38 Olymp'a 460 Army G.A.
IS. C. R. Hurst and 765 622

J. L. Smoker 542 1929 169 Skylark 4 Private Owner
16. R. A. Sandford 480 1000 448 1928 242 Olympia 2 Private Owner
17.  H. U, Midwood 726 120 458 1904 301 Olympia 460 Peak Sailplanes
18. P. D. Kevan and 404 000 .

1. Pickles 493 1897 249 Olympia 460 R.AF
19. C. G. Richardson 404 863 594 1861 161 Skylark 3¢ Private Owner
20, S. M, Morl.son and 249 740

R. Pick 820 1809 98 Skylark 4 Private Owner
21 A, Somen:il[e and 665 9

C. Dorman 833 1807 12 Olympia 460 Army G.A.
22.  G. Coatesworth LIk 863 630 1806 90 Olympia 403 R.A
23, 1. C. Riddell 813 863 117 1793 95 Skylark 3F Pri \rule Owner
24, R. T. Willbje 461 789 430 1730 68 Skylark 3n Private  Owner
25 D. C. Austin and T80 98

A. 8. Loveland 8440 1718 131 Olympia 463 R.AF.
26. R.G. Procter and 559 994

e 12 1685 196 Bocian M. R. Fountain
27. D, W. Comck and 289 BO3

K. R. Aldridge 494 1586 57 Sud. Austria Private Owness
28. A, O. Sutcliffe 745 705 124 1574 270 Ka-6cn Private Owner
29. R. S. Waller and 627 705

C. J. Pennycuick 225 1557 125 Ka-6cn Private Owners
30. G. 5. Neumann 254 542 720 1516 317 Skylark 3F Private Qwner
31. R. D. Dickson 130 530 792 1452 34 Gull 4 Private Owner
32. L A, Findon and 545

R. L. Tarver 420 410 1375 48 Olympla 460 Private  Owner
3. T. 5. Zeslley 217 442 656 1315 22 Ka-6 Private _Owner
4. P, W. James 53 657 536 1246 327 Skylark 4 Surrey G.C,
315, G, Camp 524 608 112 1244 64 Sky London G.C.
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36. 1. A, Evans 271 636 306 1213 52 Skylark 3F Army G.A.
3. C. D. Duthy-James and 136 96
H. N. Gregz 239 1071 | 70 Skylark 38 Private Owners
38. K. C. Fitzroy and 274 187
E. J. Meddings 410 871 118 Ka-6 R.A.F.
39, R. Brown and 3o 0
G. F. Fisher 265 566 33 Skylark 2c Private Owner
4. R, C, Stafford Allen — 181 kY 518 333 Capstan Private Owner
Hors Concours
33+ G.Onsi 245
A, Orsi 83
W, Guisti 939 1267 110 Skylark 4 Private Owners
40+ I.C.Everit 1 337 461 6 Capstan B.G.A.
L. Welch 123

With the Prociers

gliding is a
family sport.
(Photo by
Charles Brown)




‘SAY YES OR NO’
‘NEGATIVE’ !

THE Comps. are over, the pundits
have written their articles on how
they won/lost. The bar is filled with
talk of left and right handed polars,
micro balloons, and who should be in
the team. To an ordinary pilot who had
unsuccessful fun, what remains?

Memories of gliding’s answer to
Britain's National pastime of gqueucing
— gaggling. That famous, never-to-be-
forgotten hour spent between 1,600 and
2,000 feet over Alton with the whole of
Leagues 1 and 2. As we sat waiting for
Wally Wallington's mythical “3,000 feet
by 12 noon" I developed cramp due to
tight shoes. I pulled out of the gaggle,
found myself a nice clean piece of gently
sinking air, put the Skylark into a turn
and proceeded to massage my legs. 30
seconds later I had bought myself a
gaggle as five gliders were happily sink-
ing with me.

Radio — that marvel of man’s mind.
A very large number of pilots used it
— seemingly for the first time. What
other nation would dream up call signs
like “Piggy to Market”, *Z Car to Flag-
ship"”, "Red Flash to Green Beatle"? I

. “Z car to Flagship"

acquired a splendid crew mcmber — a
New Zealand pundit called Peter Heg-
inbotham. On the first day Peter was
horrified to find that among other mis-
demeanours 1 talked in “clear”. He
promptly handed me a code using New
Zealand bird names for towns and let-
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By KAN KAN

alias Wally Kahn

ters of the alphabet for heights a.s.l.
You feel a proper Charlie telling your
crew that you are at Oystercatcher Z
when you and the whole of League One
are over Newbury at 2,000 ft. Cracking
codes became a very popular game —
I'll swap Philip’s for the one used by
David Carrow or a 129.9 crystal!

The R.AF. have, quite rightly, had
a very great influence on our Nationals.
Three years ago the word “re-light™
came into general use. meaning that you
had bogged it, landed back on the air-
field and wanted another launch — fast.
This year “Negative” instead of “No™
was adopted by at least one well-known
wife/husband team. After her third call
of “I am crossing the start line now —
pause — was | observed?”, he seemingly
read out chapter six of Fanny Hill and
added “you were not observed across

. not observed

the start line”. She: “Answer Yes or
No". He: “Negative™. She: “Yes or
No”. He (sadly): “No™.

Eavesdropping is fun, too — 1 lost a

thermal through laughing when one pilot
called his crew with this message. “You
know that plastic bag you gave me —
it leaks.”

Radio has one major side-effect which
must be avoided. In the good old days,
you landed in your field miles from
home and were immediately surrounded
by herdes of admiring children. You
quickly became their hero (have you
noticed how pretty the little girls are
when th?« lock at you with wide open
eyes?). You explain, using your map.
that you have flown 100 miles without




an engine and all that jazz. Boy, what
a moment of glorg. Then comes this year
— Beep Beep, 9.000 feet over Sutton
Bank™. “What's that, mister?”. You
explain that another pilot is 100 miles
further on and will probably make New-
castle. After that you might as well curl
up under the wing with a good book
for all the interest you'll create — they
are all ears glued to the radio,
Incidentally Humphry Bee Beep
Dimock’s line of “when | saw the street
lights go on in South Shields, I thought
it was time to land” must not be allowed

. . . saw the street lights

to go wunrecorded. For that matter
Brennig James produced a few . . . “I
landed on the beach knmowing that the
crowds coming to see me would stop
anyone else stretching their glide”. Or
his crew on arriving at the hotel in
South Shields where he had gone to bed,
were told by the manager that Dr. James
had put a “Do not disturb”™ notice on
his door and would they please come
back later.

Radio does really separate the men
from the boys. Men always know where
they are and say so. The boys use a
diﬂ{rcnt technique. Firm voice (first
time): “I'm just getting a fix, call you
later”. Weaker voice: "I don’t know
just now, scraping hard™; then meekly:
*Keep going north, you can't be
behind” (this really means — drive like
hell, you might see me, then tell me
where you are). One famous scrambled
egg pilot turned the tables very neatly
on his crew by asking them what the
surface wind was. The sight of a huge
car and trailer combination stopping
every so often, bodies leaping out, jum
ing fences and throwing grass into the
air was a sight for sore eyes.

FrFulivr
. » « throwing grass

But the really vital lesson to be learnt
from this year’s comps. is very simple.
Our new National Champion is reputed
to have done 1,000 hours in his Skylark
in the last five years, 290 of which last
year. For my money he deserved to
win.

Maximum Speeds for Crossing Start and Finish Lines

IN contest races, it is becoming cus-
‘. lomary to cross start lines, and some-
times finishing lines, at high speeds. If
this is overdone, structural damage or
even failure may occur as a result of
turbulence. Pilots are familiar with
never-exceed and rough-air speed limi-
fations, but may not be aware that in
normal thermal conditions, as opposed
1o those coming under the heading of
rough air” (e.g. storm clouds), it is
essential to keep the airspeed to a figure
rather lower than the never-exceed
limit if a reasonable level of safety is

to be achieved. It is important to realise
that, owing to the largely random nature
of turbulence, there is always some risk
of the glider encountering a gust which
will cause damage or failure if the
rough-air speed is exceeded. To esti-
mate suitable maximum gtpcratgng speeds
in such conditions, the Technical Com-
mittee has carried out an investigation
based on statistical gust data. The inves-
tigation showed that the risk may be
reduced to an acceptable level if the
’E“d is limited to a value 15 knots less
than the placarded never-exceed speed,
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and this is the figure recommended.

The considerations relating to
various speeds are as follows;—

1. The never-exceed s is a speed
which may be attained deliberately under
ﬂaé C%I;n condgi}r]icr}s. ; :

" e rough-air speed is a spee
which should never be exceeded u?lzler
very rough conditions. At speeds below
the rough-air speed, the glider will stall
before damage occurs, if it encounters
a very strong gust.

3. In normal thermal conditions, the
speed should not be allowed to exceed
a value 15 knots below the never-exceed
speed. In particular, this speed should
not be exceeded when crossing start and
finish lines in races (15 knots=18 m.p.h.
=28 k.p.h.).

4. The previous paragraph does not
absolve the pilot from the exercise of
common ﬂrudence. The greater the tur-
bulence, the slower he should fly, and if
in any doubt about the degree of rough-
ness, he should slow down to the rough-
air speed,

5. The risk involved in flying at the
never-exceed speed in normal thermal

the

conditions is quite significant. If all
competitors crossed start and finish
lines at this speed. it is probable that
one or two machines would suffer dam-
age almost every National Champion-
ship. Such damage might not be apparent
at the time.

6. Whilst the organisers of competi-
tions will obviously find it difficult to
ensure compliance with the above
recommendation, they should expect all
competitors to abide by it in the interest
of safety. At their discretion, the
Stewards may take action against pilots
who appear to be ignoring it.

Remember: flving at the never-exceed
speed in thermal conditions is not safe
enough.

_Issued by the British Gliding Associa-
tion.

The above notice was distributed to
competitors in the May, 1964, National
Gliding Championships. It is based on
calculations relating to gliders designed
to British Civil Aircraft Requirements,
Section E, issue 2, 1960, operating under
average British conditions.

A Guide to Cloud

by FLIGHT LIEUT.

Aden Services

I mean no disrespect to Dr. D. Brennig
James when I say that, although well
written, his article in the June issue
could be misleading. Perhaps in some
cases the reader can infer what is not
intended; perhaps it is the heat; perhaps
the excessive amount of time available
in which to criticise. Whatever the
cause, the article has led pilots here to
believe one or two things that could be
detrimental to their flying. I hope, in
the next few paragraphs, to illuminate,
if not correct, one or two of these mis-
leading pointers.

(a) By INFERENCE. Let us, as much as
we can, take points in the order that
they appear, and deal first with those
that cause the reader to deduce incorrect
facts, Ski&ping the first page (full of
good *“gen”) and starting on the second

Flying— Amended

M. W. JOHNSON
Gliding Club

half of the next: our concern lies in the
part beginning, “If you do much cloud
flying . . ." and ending, *. . . the result
could be . . . fatal.” *This, incidentally,
sums up our appreciation of the know-
ledge contained therein, but “it is
better to have tried. and lost . . .”

“In a spin . . . the Turn and Sli
needles will int different ways.” X
small point. Shall we change it to a
more correct “may™?

"

- . . spin, cither from a stall or
more likely from turning too steeply.”
Here it must be ggimcd out that no
aircraft will spin before it has stalled
In some way. If anything at all results
from too steep a turn, it will be roll;
possibly fast enough to be recognised as
autorotation; certainly not as a spin.
The difference is important as it affects
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the recovery. When in a spin that has
developed, full Standard Recovery
action is necessary, while from a turn
only relaxation of the back-pressure is
required. Rudder can be forgotten unless
it was being “held” om, in which case
it should be released.

Our aircraft is now in a shallow Spiral
Dive, the recovery from which should
be simple. If your pen is raised indig-
nantly, please note how carefully I
avoided saying that a spin could not
develop. Eventually, of course, this is
possible, especially if the rolling is
handled late or badly.

“. . . airspeed reads low, mainly
because there is large position (pressure)
error due to yaw and stall.” This puts
the cart before the horse. I think that
most pilots will agree: if speed reduces
to the point of stall it has precious little
further to go; suspicion should have been
present earlier (if Dr. James is interested,
we have a really workable system of
assassination by proxy out here).

(b) Omission, Here we tackle only
those omissions that we fecl are worthy
of mention, willingly laying ourselves
open to criticism in the hope that, by

“stirring” a little, we may be instruc-
tive. A noted member of the Clergy
once said, “Disturb but do not destroy.”

If taking spin rccnverf action, or writ-
ing about it (presumably for the bene-
fit of others), it cannot wise to leave
out the most vital points, Do notice
the direction of turn, as indicated by
the turn needle, before applying opposite
rudder. You cannot rely on your senses
in cloud at any time, especially not
when spinning.

Most dangerous is the omission of
the Instructor's catch phrase, “Spin-
stops, centralize” (I feel it likely, Bren-
nig, that your aircraft screams with pain
as its fuselage twists). Here, of course,
one must watch that turn-needle like a
hawk, while holding anti-spin control.
As soon as it “flicks” across the dial,
centralise stick and rudder. This will
prevent you from entcrinf a spin in the
reverse direction, and leave the air-
craft less “nose-down” than it would
be otherwise. It is true that the speed
may be high but attitude will be the
cause: use airbrakes.

If we have not succeeded in causing
discussion yet, this next point must do
the job for us. Please keep in mind the
fact that it works (and there are chaps
willing to demonstrate this). Our start-
ing point is “Spin-stops”. To recover
in the clear is easy, and at this point
there is no difference in technique
between a spin and a spiral dive. In
cloud we must use a technique that com-
pensates for the total loss of visnal
reference and which conguers (as much
as is individually possible) the problems
brought on by dis-orientation and “loss
of faith” (which, you must admit, is
a nice way of putting it).

The technique can be mastered as fol-
lows: first we get an understanding of
our condition of flight by frequent
practice out of cloud; then we follow
this routine we have learned, in cloud,
choosing a nice clear one, while remem-
bering the Instrument Flight Rules. In
the clear we discover that at *Spin-
stops” there is invariably about 45° of
Bank and 45° of Pitch (nose-down) —
try it. The exact figure does not matter;
we are beginning to understand how the
aircraft “hangs” in the sky. Also in the
clear we learn how long a certain aileron
deflection takes to level the wings, and
a similar deflection to raise the nose.
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Armed with this knowledge we now
attack the nearest and smoothest piece
of cloud for the acid test :(—

(i) In a spin with full pro-spin control
applicd—we recover, using the Standard
Recovery.

(ii) “Spin-stops”
attitude,

(iii)) Remove all back-pressure (“g")
— it should not be there at this stage
anyway.

(iv) Note the turn-needle, then level
the wings, bearing in mind the time it
took in the clear. There is a delay before
the needle moves, so be careful about
your timing. When the needle starts to
move you should be taking off aileron.
When the needle makes the half-way
point, enough opposite aileron should be
on to cancel the rolling moment (you
have practised in the clear), but the
needle is to be used as a general guide.

(v) With the win approximately
level (do not waste tume), pull to the
horizon. Do this gently and ignore the
turn-needle while doing so. The pitch
instruments “reverse” at the horizon (as
one might expect), but again one should
be ready to anticipate this. I use the
Altimeter under these conditions, as it
is easier to see the needle slowing, then
preparing to reverse, Others have equally
good ideas but, if you use the Airspeed
Indicator as your guide, remember that
it can stabilize at a different point on
the horizon according to local air cur-
rents, icing and airbrakes (the Altimeter
is less affected, for our particular
usage).

Remember the caprices of air currents;
do not expect too much from our rule
of thumb. It is no substitute for con-
tinuously monitoring the instruments,
But it will get you nearer straight and
level and keep you in command of your
aireraft.

If you doubt rhis but do not try it, be
aware that my Seconds have been named
and transport to Aden is available.

f you lose control, even temporarily,
be ready with airbrakes. It may be too
late when you notice excessively high
speed.

The wisdom in not opening a para-
chute, that may take you upwards to
the ice-bound realm of A, N. OxIa, can-
not be doubted. But, pilot, be aware of
the cloud-base height from which you
Jumped — or it may be safer to risk

imagine that
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that narrow core of high lift!

(c) TnouGHTSs. Here, on the insistence
of some, a few mere thoughts are ban-
died about.

It helps to check oxygen 200 ft. below
cloud, when turning on the instruments,
It is quite a laugh trying to maintain
instrument flight, while reaching into
that inaccessible place “they” put the
bits, Almost as bad as performing that
“other” task in cloud.

Night fliers and night drivers have a
habit that prevents them from suffering
from temporary blindness, when con-
fronted by bright light. A glider pilot
may find this useful in heavy cumulus,
where the approach of lightning is often
“whispered” in advance, It is to close
one eye, thus saving it for use while
the other restores itself.

A final thought before closure, under
the hecading of “You pays your
money . . .". Many pilots agree that,
faced with loss of instruments, extreme
turbulence. hail, excessive icing, anoxia
or on¢ of the many other unpleasant
things available in storm clouds, the only
safe course is to spin down through the
updraughts up which they came. Provi-
ded, of course, that there is a reason-
able chance of being alone in this
venture. There are good reasons: flying
out of cloud, if a big one, may result
in structural damage (wind shear between
building and collapsing cells, hail, tur-
bulence, etc.), or flying to an area of
low cloud base; remaining in takes one
down to a recently known set of con-
ditions, while keeping in one of the
less developed cells, Perhaps someone
who has studied this problem in greater
detail would care to enlighten us? A
certain chap at R.A.F. Upavon, for
instance? On the few occasions that I
have faced myself with this problem, I
have decided in accordance with the
circumstances and my height at the
time. There must surely be a golden
rule somewhere, apart from the obvious
“when in doubt, stay out™.

If you disagree with our thoughts
please write in detail. We have lots of
time for reading and ample humour
(which is perhaps the most vital com-
modity out here). Please do not expect
a typed reply though, as a certain finger
will not be placed near a typewriter for
many moons to come.



A Powered Trainer for Glider Pilots
by A. D. PicGoTT

3

DEREK PIGGOTT has been the Chief Flying Instructor of the Lasham Gliding
Centre for more than ten years. He is one of the most experienced gliding
instructors in this country and has made about 25,000 launches on gliders, and
has 2,000 hours’ flying on all kinds of powered aireraft.

After all these years of hard work on the gliding field he realises that it would
be difficult for him to see another ten years go by with little improvement in training
methods, He believes that the growth of the Gliding Movement will be severely
restricted until the training of pilots can be done much more efficiently and until
more launches can be made available for an expansion of solo flying.

After considering and experimenting with many methods of launching, he is
convinced that these special powered trainers offer a real solution to the problems of
efficient glider pilot training.

[
5

"o -

- —

SPECIFICATION : Normal Category Rate of climb: over 1,000 ft./min.

(non-aerobatic). ! Gliding angle : i :
Engine: Rolls-Royce C-90 Continental -*l!tsl kgnots..ge iFasine Rngee L1 4

with self-starter.

s ioht Fuel consumption cruising: 2 gallons per
Empty weight: 1,100 lb. g: 2 @ p
Maximum a.uw.: 1,560 1b. hf’u"-_

Stalling speed: 34 knots. Basic airframe: modified Slingsby T-49.
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THE ADVANTAGES

1. For Beginners

The majority of the training could be
done quickly on this aircraft at little or
no additional cost to the pupil. It would
not depend on winches or towing aircraft
for a launch or on a group of helpers for
ground handling, Hours of unnecessary
waiting and frustration could be saved
by booking training in advance and much
more flying would be possible than with
a glider,

ircuit planning and landings could be

taught by keeping the engine running to
reproduce the normal sinking speed of a
modern glider and by using the air
brakes to control the approach.

2. For Soaring Pilots

More launches would become avail-
able for solo flying and soaring. Ad-
vanced training could include cross-
country soaring and field landing experi-
ence without risk of a long and tedious
retrieve by road.

3. For Gliding Clubs

With intensive use, the powered trainer
would be much more profitable than a
modern glider.

Some of the basic training could be
done away from the soaring site and
this would relieve the congestion and
allow more solo flying.

Beginners whose time means more to
them than money would complete their
training more quickly and become useful
Club members.

Better facilities for training would raise
the standard of the average club pilot
and this would reduce the risk of expen-
sive accidents.

4. For Light Aeroplane Clubs

. This powered trainer offers a new
interest for the flying enthusiast who can-
not afford the time to glide seriously or
who lives too far from a gliding site,

By stopping the engine in flight, they
could enjoy the pleasures of soaring with
a friend and at the same time reduce the
cost of their flying,

. Three people could remove the wings
In a few minutes to enable the machine
to be stored in a corner of the hangar.

WHY NOT A LIGHT AIRCRAFT?

Unfortunately the aileron and rudder
co-ordination and the circuit planning
needed in a modern glider are very dif-
ferent from normal light aircraft, so that
although power experience is some help,
it can never take the place of most of
the glider training. This powered trainer
is designed to handle like a glider and
the good all-round visibility would allow
it to be operated safely amongst gliders
on a busy gliding site.

WHY A PRIVATE VENTURE?

At present the leading glider and light

aircraft manufacturers cannot afford the
time or the expense of developing this
type of aircraft while the market for it
IS uncertain,
_ As a private venture much of the de-
sign and testing can be done at a very
low cost and the inevitable delays which
occur with a new aircraft will not in-
volve expensive overheads and increase
the cost of production at a later date,

A company or group will be formed
to finance the first aircraft, and it is
hoped to operate one or more aircraft on
a profitable basis in order to repay the
initial investors.

The major components will be bought
from Slingsby Sailplanes Ltd., and the
modifications necessary will be carried
out by a qualified inspector to A.R.B.
requirements,

At present almost £2,000 has been
offered and a further £3,000 is required
before starting construction, ;

Encouragement has been given by Mr.
F. N. Slingsby and Messrs. Rolls-Royce,
and other authorities have confirmed
that there are no major technical prob-
lems to be solved.

The design is well advanced and is
only held up for further capital. If you
would like to help financially, or send a
donation, please send it to the Shaw
Slingsby Trust, Epworth House, 25 City
Road, London, E.C.1, specifiying that it
is for the Powered Training Glider
Scheme.

The Lasham Gliding Society is not
financially involved in this scheme, but
has passed a resolution expressing full
approval of the project.
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THE FINAL TOUCH
Light aircraft powered by Rolls-Royce piston

engina; carry this insignia—a world-wide
symbol of performance and reliability.

ROLLS-ROYCE

CONTINENTAL PISTON ENGINES

ROLLS-ROYCE LIMITED, LIGHT AIRCRAFT ENGINE DEPARTMENT, CREWE. TEL: CREWE 55155
Rero Engines - Mofor Cars - Diesel and Petrol Engines - Indusirial Gas Torbines - Rocket Motors - Muclear Propulsion
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On Winning League One

by Joun FIELDEN

ON Prize-giving Day, Doc, Slater and
Rika grabbed me and locked me in
Doc’s caravan to do a write-up on the
Competitions. I scribbled hopefully for
several hours with many interruptions
and Doc, Slater even typed it out, but
a thermal by thermal description seemed
to be wvery boring, so that, now the
excitement has died down, a more rea-
sonable article mag be possible,

When 1 entered the Nationals this year
there were several lessons which I hoped
to put into practice. learned the hard
way at previous Nationals. The first
came from Aston Down and that was
simply that you can't follow anyone
without losing out. The second is closely
related — a gaggle is always slower
than a lone glider for two reasons —
you cannot climb so fast and, human
nature being what it is, there is an
awful tendency to follow-my-leader
which keeps the gaggle together. There
are rare exceptions to this rule, when
thermals are dry, high and widely
spaced, when a group has a better
chance than a solo machine, but these
are rare conditions in England. The
third was to exploit my special know-
ledge of and practice in sea-breeze
fronts, in spite of being badly let down
by one on the first day at Lasham last
year. On that occasion I used a sea-
breeze front from just south of New
Alresford to south of Sherborne and
then back to south of Salisbury, but
over-confidence had set in and I didn't
bother to zig-zag to regain a decent
height when rejoining the front after
rounding the turning-point at Sherborne.
As a result, the first nasty patch in the
front downed me south of Salisbury.
The lesson was taken and the front
wasn't blamed for its own little twists.

This year, on the first two days in
dry, low thermals 1 followed my first
two rules with almost ceaseless aban-
don, even keeping off track to avoid the
mass of gliders. Only when making my
tardy way from Shillingford to Pang-
bourne on the first day did 1 stay with
a pgaggle and then only because I
couldn’t get away from them. Eventually
I realized that ‘'we had no chance of

getting back to Lasham as a group so
1 %hdcd out against the wind to a small
village east of Aldermaston airfield in
amongst some woods. This seems to
work quite often late in the evening,
and it worked that day. As I got lower
and lower, the rest of the gaggle stopped
to circle in weak lift and I pressed on
with fingers crossed to this village — it
worked, giving me 300 ft./min. achieved
to 3,100 ft. above Lasham. I stopped
circling when the lift got down to
150 ft./min. because in a 10-12 knot
headwind I reckoned 1 was losing. A
glide out at 55 knots brought me to
800 ftr. over the A30 east of Basing-
stoke — at least 300-400 ft. short of
what 1 needed to get back. The chalk
pit gave no worthwhile Iift, and in any
case the day seemed dead, so I used the
woods. All the books say that woods
give weakly rising air in the evening and
this is certainly borne out by my experi-
ence over a wood just nortg ofythe air-
field at Dunkeswell. 1 therefore followed
the downwind edﬁ of all the wooded
areas to Herriard Mansion and only lost
300 ft. in the process. From there a
proper finish was possible nearly an hour

Watchers at the finishing line.

after the previous glider to land. No one
else made it. so 1 reckoned my rules
must have paid off.

The next day — out-and-return to
South Cerney — was similar except
that thermals seemed lower and weaker,
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so [ k
got 1o )
at all and only saw two other gliders
en route. The return trip was different
— the thermals were not strong enough

a long way east of track and
uth Cerney without any trouble

to make headway against the wind, so
although I was first round the turning-
point, within half-an-hour there were
about 20 other gliders with me. After a
very uncomfortable further half-hour
with them I found a thermal street which
took me ahead again to Swindon. There
I turned to the north-west edge of the
town and found 400 ft./min. of sink,
and was very pleased indeed to rejoin
the gaggle now firmly at the bottom —
there really wasn't room for anyone
below me. Luckily it was a good ther-
mal, and although I couldn’t get awaz
from the mass of gliders of bot
Leagues, at least [ was still flying. Very
slowly we progressed south to just
north-east of Aldbourne. The field had
now thinned a bit and there were no

iders to the south-west, so I left David

rrow and Wally Kahn who had been
with me since South Cerney and turned
right. Almost at once I found 400 ft./
min. sink and mever really got out of
it until arrested by a field. It was par-
ticularly annoying to hear on the radio
and see that the others who kept on
track were in another thermal street
which took them to Kingsclere. In spite
of that reverse, I am quite convinced
that the tactics were right, though the
execution was obviously wrong on that
cccasion.

. John Fielden (right) talking
" to Ken Owen, of “Flight”,
. and Peter Heginbotham.

The weather remained unfriendly until
Wednesday, 20th May, when both
Leagues were set free distance, The Sk
lark 3 I fly is Nick Goodhart’s old
machine, which is loaded up to its near
limit weight with a large mass-balance
on the elevators, 40 Ib. of accumulators,
radio, and a comprehensive instrument
panel. Mounted in the panel is a pair
of 6-volt Lantern Cells which are only
used if the accumulator runs down by
switching over a master switch on the
panel. Last year's dry battery was still
installed, and as it looked like a cloud-
flying day [ asked John Hancock, my
valiant crew chief, 10 go on safari for
a new pair of dry batteries . . . “tjust
in case”. These were installed just before
take-off, when all the electrics were
checked O.K. ) -

As soon as I got going with cloud base
only 2,500 ft. as.l. 1 switched on the
T & S and horizon (a Bendix J8 with
transistor inverter) and all was well.
There were so many gliders about that
I daren’t go into cloud although the lift
secmed good, so I headed upwind almost
to Micheldever before going into a
good one which took me to 7,000 ft.
Half-way up the cloud, the “orr” flag
came down on both T & S and Horizon
and the battery test showed ZEro from
the accumulator. After landing, it was
found that the accumulator lead had
become detached in the panel plug. I
switched to the new stand-by batteries
and was very grateful for the complete
independence of my stand-by system,
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though it meant doing the rest of the
flight on T & S only. Radio and Cross-
fell also transfer to the dry batteries,

After that fumble it was easy going
to the “Upper Heyford” region, each
climb taking me higher and higher until
I was sitting pretty at 10,000 ft. over
“Upper Heyford”. I then glided out to
5.000 ft. just north of Chipping Worden
and then turned due east to cross under
the airway, arriving near Northampton
at about 3,000 ft. From this point on-
wards I never made it into cloud properly
and fumbled along using every bit of
lift, however weak. One climb from
1,500 ft. to 3,000 ft. asl took
1 hr. 10 mins. on the barograph. The sky
looked quite impossible: complete cover
of dead clouds. After each “climb™ I
headed for the brightest-looking area
in a generally northerly direction and
usually there was some weak lift to
be found.

At Cranwell the sky cleared and to
the east I could see the smoke blowing
from the east somewhere near Coningsby,
whereas below me Jet Provosts and
windsocks indicated a westerly wind.
Wally Wallington had forecast a sea-
breeze front, so I turned east and at
800 ft. contacted a very easy to follow
sea-breeze front marked by a hazy,
milky air mass to the east and quite
clear to the west. It wasn't a straight
edge; two hours of flying without circling
at say 45 m.p.h. should have taken me
90 miles, but, in fact, due to meander-
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ings, it only took me another 60 miles
away from Lasham. The most amusing
bits were the two westerly runs from
Louth to Market Rasen and from the
cross road south of Grimsby to Kir-
mington (where 1 was stationed durin
the war). Each westerly run gain
height to about 1,200 ft. and everﬂhem
else 1T would lose out until ft.
appeared, when it stabilised. Even when
I missed the wobbles and lost height
below 800 ft., as soon as 1 found the
milky edge again the ¢limb would start
until 800 ft. appeared. The height of the
layer of sea air was no more than
2,000 ft. and 1 seemed to be soarin
just above the most advanced part o
the front (see diagram).

From Kirmington to New Holland
the edge was straight and very clearl
marked by smoke from Grimsby. Nort
of the Humber, Hull was obliterated
over its castern half by the trapped
smoke, whereas the western half was
quite clear with smoke from one large
chimney which was following the line
marked on the diagram, which explained
everything. I was at the University of
Hull before the war and I couldn’t
think of any possibility of a landing
area before Cottingham Road plafying
fields, which were about 7 miles from
New Holland, and although 1 ventured
out over the river for about a mile or
so and remained at 800 ft., courage
failed and I turned round and landed a
New Holland. The landing sol
another problem which had been exer-
cising me since Louth, What happens
under the tongue of sea air? The answer
is that it is rough — rouih enough to
give a negative g at 55 knots on the
approach. Obviously there must be quite
a lot of rolling air trapped underneath
the tongue.

The landing also gave me my best
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field-landing story. 1 was met by a real
Lincolnshire farmer, aged 65 or so, who
said in broad Lincolnshire: *“You landed
in a reet field — another acroplane
landed here in U fust war — didn't
stop — ran into them houses — killed
hissel’ of course . . . My sister was
near killed here as well. Me father
was going over and he didn't like the
water — 1 suppose you didn't like the
water?” 1 said that no 1 didn't like
the water either, and he went on: “So
he threw out the anchor and just missed
my sister — then it dragged up yon
hedge, pulled down Jack Hawkins' beans
and the basket landed this side of yon
houses — and the envelope on t'uther.”

It transpired that his father ballooned
as a hobby, up to about 1905 or 1906.

On Friday the morning dawned as
the most unlikely gliding day — low
cloud and drizzle, At 12 o'clock Wally
Wallington said there was some
“weather” arriving at 1 o'clock. I
launched at 8 mins. past, and up to
“Minton in the Hedges” the day was a
repeat of Wednesday, some climbs being
700 ft./min. in clear air to 9,000 ft.
Once more I dived under the airway,
this time further north, and found
another sort of clamp to the east of the
airway. There was a lot of medium
cloud and a very large cumulus sitting
over Leicester, surrounded by a circle
of small ones. I used the small ones to
regain cloud base and saw George Bur-
ton in a similar situation, but I then
made my way slowly round the cloud
using only the small cumulus up to cloud
base, finishing up at 4,000 fi. asl to
the east of Leicester.

I set off due east. and near by, over
Stamford, there was another large
cumulus of the sea-breezish sort with
no escorting small cumulus. Under it
there were no thermals — only gently

rising air, and again 1 spent 40 minutes

going 1,500 ft. to 4,000 ft. by
cruising up and down the cloud — a
distance of 3 or 4 miles E-W in an

average of 60 ft./min. up. At cloud
base the lift improved rapidly and soon
reached 1,000 ft./min. — nearly as
smooth as the 60 ft./min. underneath.
At 10,000 ft. it became rough and
stopped climbing, so I headed north
and came out of cloud.

The exit was extremely rough. Before
coming out of cloud, I had a packet of
glucose tablets. After coming out, the
were scattered all over the cockpit, wi
the sugary powder stuck all over the
inside of the canopy. This was in the
form of a sticky mass, due to the con-
densation inside. I was grateful for the
non-topple qualities of the Bendix J8.
At one stage the dive bullseye was
rotating happily in front of me with
the AS.L. showing ML and Turn show-
ing NIL too. For some time I wasn’t sure
whether it was the sugar, ice or just
cloud, because the ground remained
firmly invisible. However, the clear-
vision panel view was just the same —
white everywhere, although not actually
in cloud. The only thing which I could
see was the line of rolling cumulus tops
a mile or two to the east. At 4,000 ft. |
turned towards these and repeated the
same performance as before, except that
this time I got hit on the head by my
K!amc water-bottle which then fell be-

ind the parachute, clearly out of use
for the rest of the flight.

This whole sequence was repeated
four times, and although the ground
had now been out of sight for two
hours, since I was sure it was a sea-
breeze effect, 1 was fairly sure that I
was just inside England somewhere, The
airway was now the worry. Base being
FL 65, it would be too easy to go into
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it, so I turned west and at 3,000 ft. came
out of the murk just east of Doncaster
with a peculiar cumulus amongst the
stratus to the west. I set my altimeter
to 1013 and eventually climbed into
the cloud, stopping at 6,000 ft. indi-
cated, and sctting course N.E. to get
back to my front. I found it again at
4,000 fr., and after three more repeats
of the carlier performances came out
of the murk just S.E. of Middlesbrough
at 3,000 fr

To my right, almost over the coast,
was a beautiful 10,000-ft. cumulus, and
at last the sun was shining on its side.
I turned under it and once more found
50-100 ft./min. everywhere under it,
but after two beats of 2 or 3 miles east-
west 1 noticed that about haif the
ground underneath was covered with
either low stratus or fog. The thought
of gliding it out over the border of
Scotland with 8/8 fog put me off con-
siderably, and I went straight ahead to
glide out to Seaham Harbour. Anyway,
it was twenty-five to nine and getting
dark even in those northern latitudes.
Easington Colliery one of our
Million Tonners/year — was a few
miles south and the miners and about
200 children soon surrounded “200".

The Schoolmaster took charge while
I went to telephone at a farm on the
cliff edge, where the farmer’s wife fed
me up like a hero of some sort. When

I got back I was told that a glider had
gone over — “very high up — a lot
bigger than yours — square wing-lips
— and there was something funny about
the tail™. It turned out later to be John
Williamson in the Dart — what a des-
cription! Anyway he, Humphry Dimock
and Brennig James had all landed a few
miles further up the coast. Didn’t I
kick myself for not taking that last
cloud — Diamond Distance, as well,
thrown away! As it turned out, the fog
thickened and anyway “Met.” said it
was already 8/8 further north when 1
enquired next day — so perhaps it was
“All for the Best”.

I was very glad we didn't fly next
day, because even though my crew were
unbeatable, a 9 a.m. return to Lasham
after a night on the road was not con-
ducive to good flying.

I would like to close with my own
impression of the T-51 Dart which made
its débur at these Competitions. On the
first two days there was a Dart within
my sight each time I set off on my final
glide, and this in the worst possible
circumstances — unpractised pilots in
a very new machine for British condi-
tions — and the most marginal and
difficult of British conditions. On the
final day a Dart flew over my head on
final glide, and my own view that this
is the right way to design a glider was
finally cenfirmed.

R.A.F. Germany Regional Competitions
Butzweilerhof, 16th-24th May, 1964

Final Results
Final Contest Day Total Comp.
Place Piloi(s) NG R ST T I . N A i
L. Fl. I1. P, Lane 1000 847 883 952 987 1060 936 1000 7603 702 M.D. I
2. Capl. Wheeler and 000 1000
Lt. L. S. Hood 201 1000 961 875 909 725 6671 507 Ka-6
3. Spt. 5. Warwick-
Fleming 617 0 0 600 1000 505 999 290 4011 529 Ka6
4. J. Mackcn{t«: 515 367 605 447 940 660 — 0 3499 514 Skylark 3F
5 1T A. Phipps SST il 0 190 657 366 899 246 2946 530 Olympia 463
6. Cpl. I. Bennett 265 86 512 286 221 234 9025 a 2529 519 Olympia 28
7. JIT Ross 0 245 0 400 828 446 2128 246 2493 505 Ka-2
8, Cpl. Orme 0 306 767 62 0 4 1000 0 2139 531 B-Spatz
9. FL. Li. A. St, Pe-e 198 128 304
& Fl. Off. L. Tanner 265 256 0 — —  “1151 521 Rheinland
10. SAC_S. Tee 0__0 0 t38 0 301 679 o0 11i& 26 S.F.26
TasKs

Day 1 300-km. Race Day 4 Pilot selected

Day 2 Free distance Dav § 82-km. Race togorioblmz

Day 3 87-km, Race to L.'Iiarbmch Day 6 Distance along a set line

Day 7 87-km. Race to Laarb

Day 8 110-km. triangle
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Control Cables in Electrical Storms

A Skylark 3B was flown in a storm
cloud and sustained a severe light-
ning strike. It was returned to the
manufacturers for repair, and in the
course of the repair all the control cables
were removed, inspected, proof-loaded
and renewed as necessary.

At the next C. of A. renewal, the
cables were again withdrawn and inspec-
ted, and were found to be entirely
serviceable. During the following sea-
son, it was flown near, but not in, an
electrical storm. The pilot did not
observe any electrical manifestations
and the glider was flown in the usual
way for the rest of the season. During
the second C. of A. overhaul after the
lightning strike, the cables were with-
drawn and an aileron cable was found
to be visibly frayed (Fig. 1). Broken

One concludes that the damage must
have occurred as a consequence of flying
near an ¢lectrical storm even though no
obvious discharges were observed.

The cable was submitted to the
Chemistry. Physics and Metallurgy
Department. Royal Aircraft Establish-
ment, Farnborough, who examined it
closely. We are indebted to them for
some most helpful observations, of
which the following are extracts, and
for the photographs.

“Although there was no report of
an eclectrical discharge in the aircraft
during the fiight mentioned, the evi-
dence of this examination indicates that
a considerable current flow must have
occurred to cause the type of damage
found. The structural changes in the
wire and the fusion between individual

Fig. 1. The damaged cable, showing refions of fraving and other damage.

wires were protruding from the cable,
and close observation showed them to
terminate in little fused beads (Fig. 4).

The condition of the cable was such
that the damage must have occurred
since the previous overhaul; had it been
present then, it would certainly have
been observed, and in any case the
cables had been independently checked
by the manufacturer somewhat earlier.

strands indicate that some wires became
molten. While fusion of strands might
cause several minor breaks in the cable,
the cracks produced in the heat-affected
layers . . . are also important. The local
heating of the wire followed by rapid
cooling, even in the absence of melting.
is capable of producing a glass-hard
martensitic structure which probably
would contain many cracks. Even if this
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Fig. 5

Section through
fractured wire:
D, original
structure;

E, martensitic
structure;

F, cast
Structure.

Fig. 6
Section showing
crack in a

region of local
fusing which has
become glass-hard

Fig.7

The same at -
higher ~
magnification,
showing crack.




layer were not cracked. its extreme
brittlencss and the high level of residual
stresses in it would increase the proba-
bility of subsequent fatigue failure.
Another risk is that melting of the zinc
coating might result in penetration of
molten zin¢ around the grain boun-
daries of the individual wires, so greatly
reducing the strength of the cable.
While no evidence of this has been
observed in the present case it is likel
to occur in any cable in an aircraft
that has suffered heating of this type.

“CONCLUSIONS

(1) The initial cause of failure in this
cable was damage suffered by a heavy
current flow during a storm cloud flight.

*(2) Final failure most probably
resulted from the propagation of cracks

by normal operating stresses, or pos-
sibly by fatigue stress.

*(3) ft is recommended that after any
storm cloud flight, cables should be
thoroughly inspected, and discarded at
any sign of burning on the surface,”

The Technical Committee endorse the
final recommendation, and would point
out that the moral of this investigation
is that a cable inspection should take
place after any flight in or near an
clectrical storm, cven if no obvious
lightning strike on to the glider has
occurred.

We are indebted to Mr. K. 1. Fripp,
of Southdown Aero Services, for bring-
ing this matter to the notice of R.AE,

F. G. IrviNG, Chairman,
B.G.A. Technical Committee

19,000 Feet in the Blanik

by SoN.-LDR. R. P, SAUNDBY

This flight set up the United Kingdom
rwo-seater records for height gain and —
for the first time — absolute altitude.

N the afternoon of Sunday, 7th

June, after some two hours of fly-
ing the tug aircraft, I took over the
Blanik. The first two flights were air
experience rides and the small cumulus
only gave lift up to 1,200 ft. During
these two flights I observed a line of
cumulo-nimbus clouds approaching from
the west. On the third flight the pupil
was a Junior Technmician Roberts from
R.A.F. Halton. He is a pre-solo pupil,
and he was exmecting a dual acro-tow
and the experience of flying a higher-
performance glider!

He was in the front seat. While I
noticed that the cumulo-nimbus was
getting very close, it was active with
flashes of lightning from behind the
rain curtain. The tug dropped the
Olympia in strong lift and came back
for us; while it was on its way back
| hurriedly borrowed a map from Ron
Newall and checked the instruments. ]
had myself recently fitted the Blanik
with artificial horizon and turn-and-slips
in both cockpits, but the aircraft is not
fitted with an oxygen system,

We took off behind the tug, retracting
the undercarriage and switching on the

instruments as soon as we became air-
borne. The tug climbed rapidly under
a big shelf of black cloud projecting
forwards in front of the rain curtain.
At 1300 ft. the tug leapt ul:mrards,
wagegling his wings, and we pulled off,
turning left; the variometers went on
to their top stops and we went into
cloud, I was initially flying the Blanik at
45 kts. because of the turbulence. At
4,000 ft. the lift reduced and we flew
into rain, so 1 rolled out cn a south-
east heading and after a few moments
we flew back into the strong lift.

This was a pattern of events which
repeated itself several times during the
climb. In the lower levels the rain was
associated with reduced lift or si
Above six or seven thousand feet hail
was often associated with areas of strong
lift. The areas of very strong lift were
very strong indeed, giving k rates of
climb of at least four thousand feet
per minute. These areas of strong lift
were very small: it was essential to keep
the speed below 40 kts. and to use flap
in order to stay inside the strong cores.
The problem was that if one lost the
strong, smooth core one flew into turbu-
lence and suddenly lost 20 knots of
airspeed without any change in pitch

attitude.
passed

We level at

the freezing
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9,000 ft.,, and above this height 1 did
not use the flaps because I was afraid
that they would ice in the extended
position and their speed limit is onl

60 kts. The instruments worked well,
and I would consider the artificial hori-
zon essential for a cumulo-nimbus climb.
I hold an R.A.F. instrument rating and
can fly on partial panel. but there were
changes of up to 20 kts. in the air-
speed without changes in pitch attitude;
if one was attempting to control pitch
attitude by reference to the airspeed
one would inevitably over-control the
aircraft. Flying on the horizon, our
speed never went over 50 kts. when
circling, and although we came down to
the stall once or twice we never lost
control. The aircraft was fitted with an
accelerometer and the maximum
acceleration recorded was only 2.5 g I
have been in much smaller and rougher
clouds, but T am sure the secret in not
overstressing the aircraft is to keep the
speed down,

We climbed through 15,000 ft. in
strong lift; the cloud in this strong lift
was lighter, and I suspect we were near
the front of the cloud. All the way up
when in lift there had been frequent

flashes of lightning, but we noticed no
clectrical effects inside the aircraft. The
Blanik is an all-metal aircraft and all
parts are carefully bonded, so one should
be completely safe. So much hail had
come in through the front wventilator
that we had had to close it. Small hail
had bounced all over the front passen-
ger and covered the area between us;
the canopy was covered with thick ice
on the inside. The aircraft also had a
good layer of airframe icing and eleva-
tor trim was immovable. All the other
flying controls and instruments were still
working.

Above 15,000 ft. 1 began to worry
about oxygen lack. My passenger was
still talking continuously except when
the noise of the hail made conversation
impossible. Part of my normal job is
showing trainee pilots the effects of
hypoxia, and I spend a great deal of
time in decompression chambers. This
has probably given me a small degrece
of acclimatisation and also a great
familiarity with my own personal sym
toms of anoxia, and so I cominuedy !15:
climb. Above 15,000 fr. the standard of
my flying began to deteriorate, and at
19400 ft. on the altimeter it had
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deteriorated below acceptable levels.

I turned west and left three metres a
second of lift. I handed over control to
J/T Roberts, and because of the frozen
trim he had to hold a considerable for-
ward stick pressure 10 maintain 60 Kts.
We kept the airbrakes out and descended
rapidly in cloud to 15,000 ft. and both
felt better. The airbrakes showed no
tendency to ice up, either in the retracted
or extended position, I would repeat to
others the advice 1 gave in an article
on oxygen 1 wrote for SAILPLANE AND
GuipiNG, that climbing above 15,000 ft.
should not be attempted without oxygen;
I am better placed than most pilots in
that I normally work with decompression
chambers and was able to momtor my
own deterioration.

We broke cloud at about 15,000 ft.
and, scratching holes in the canopy ice,
found ourselves in a gap belween
cumulo-nimbi and with 8/8 cloud a long
way below us. We were very cold and
the cockpit was like the inside of a deep
freeze. By this time 1 knew 1 must be
very close to Amber One and just up-
wind of the London Control Zone, and
so we descended rapidly in VMC, paus-

285

ing at 7,000 ft. to let the ice melt off.
As the ice melted off a piece of slush
must have filled the pot pitot because
the airspeed indicator failed. Now we
could sce out of the canopy, Roberts
saw a hole in the lower cloud and we
descended through it, clearing cloud at
three thousand feet. We identified our
positicn as near Thame, and because
of the strong north-west wind we could
not make Bicester, so we turned and
landed at Thame aerodrome where we
were greeted by the local gliding club.
One of their course members kindl
drove me down to the village where
phoned Bicester. We then emptied the
water out of the pitot system while
Andy Gough came over in the Auster to
tow us back to Bicester.

The gain of height was about
18,000 ft.; this is about the maximum
that could be done without oxygen, and
I was fortunate in having an imperturb-
able and enthusiastic passenger in the
front cockpit. All the way up I was full
of admiration for Derek Piggott’s
vious climb in an open T-21, I think this
flight beats the present U.K. record but
it is a long way below the single-seater
record. With modern two-seaters there
is no reason why the two-seater record
should not be as high, or even higher,
than the single-seater record.
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Flying the Dart

by ToNy DEANE-DRUMMOND

THE‘. Dart is a great little glider and
1 am sure that many of its excellent
features will be copied by other manu-
facturers when they get round to it. It
looks good on the ground and it handles
very sweetly in the air. When this is
combined with remarkabl¥ easy rigging
and comparatively small fuselage cross-
section area (which is combined with
a very comfortable seating position for
the pilot), it becomes a very interesting
ship indeed.

mparative  testing  before  the
Championships was carried out against
an Olympia 419. At 70 knots it was
about 7% better, whilst at 43 knots it
was stated to be virtually the same —
“although 1, myself, am not too con-
vinced on the latter figure. In normal
thermal soaring it is not practical to
fly much slower than 42-43 knots, which
is about 6-7 knots above the stall, and
about 5 knots faster than old-fashioned
gliders like the Skylarks and 419's. At
42-43 knots its sinking speed appears to
be a little higher than old type gliders,
but this is insignificant if thermals give
climbs better than about 2 knots.

Most unfortunately for its reputation
on the first two days of the Champion-
ships, thermals were both small and
very weak. To reach the launch height
of 2,000 feet was quite an event and,
generally speaking, nine thermals out of
ten produced climbs of about i knot
or less. My first day was disastrous and
exasperating, scoring no points after
two short flights of about 15 miles each
and never getting higher than 1,500 feet
above Lasham. The next day was a little
better, although Yohn Delafield and my-
self both landed mnear Swindon after
rounding the turning-point.

The third competition day was an
interesting one and rather typically
English. It was good in parts with lots
of scope for initiative. The task was
free distance with a 10-15 knot westerly
wind. The Met. briefing suggested that
large areas of stratus or overbuilt spread-
out cumulus might l;an;gcr pilots, and
so it turned out. I briefed my crew that
I would attempt a due northerly track,
but would leave a final decision to when

I was between Bicester and Dunstable,
Straightforward thermal soaring applied
for the first 55 (nautical) miles, and,
helped by a cloud to 8, feet over
Aldermaston, enabled the Dart to take
only 1 hour 10 minutes to a point N.E.
of Banbury. In front to the north there
appeared to be 8/8 stratus as far as |
could see, lying NN\W.-S.E. and at least
20-30 miles wide. A glimmer of hope
could be seen N.W. towards Stratford
and another almost down wind towards
Aﬁrlesbury. I chose up wind to Stratford,
where good conditions enabled quite
easy soaring to the west of Birmingham
Control Zone. From Wolverhampton
good conditions appeared to be develop-
ing to the north-cast, but a series of
dissolving clouds brought me to a land-
ing near Derby, too low to catch a

cloud with an excellent-looking
sky to the north. Another 300 feet . . .
i ¢ last competition day was fascinat-
ing. It was quite a privilege to be soar-
ing in a glider on such an occasion. The
task of distance along a line to the north
was announced at 11 am., with rain
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Tony Deane-Drummond is we!conwd.ar Rufforth by the Ouse Gliding Club.

(Photo by Keith Massey, Yorkshire Evening Press)

pelting down on the briefing tent roof,
On the previous day the best pilot in
League 2 had managed about 70 miles
and | don’t think any of us expected to
go much further. Order of takec-off was
roughly in order of selection, and 1 was
last to leave the ground at about 2,15
into a rapidly improving sky. Pilots
were setting off north as soon as they
released, and so 1 had about 40 minutes
to catch up on the leaders.

Thermals of up to 3 knots could be
found, but a rather low cloud base at
first made the use of weak ones also
necessary and so cut down the cross-
country speed. Under these conditions
the Dart appeared to be marginally
faster than the other 18-metre gliders.
There were a lot of over-large and good-
looking clouds geing up to 10,000 or
so around, but it was difficult to find
which part of the grey mass underneath
was working. It was not until I was over
Loughborough that 1 connected with a
I-knot thermal at cloud base that
gradually built up to over 10 knots at
8,000 feet in very rough and heavy icing
conditions.

At just over 10,500 feet | steered north
again, The time was 5.45 and I thought
this would lead me to a landing some-
where in the Doncaster area about 6.45

— late enough to [ecl the best had been
made of the day. Sure enough the Don-
caster by-pass came into view at about
1,500 feet, the sky was still overcast and
almost automatically 1 steered under
some ragged-looking teased-out grey
blobs. A little lift under the port wing
made me turn that way to find a steady,
easy 2-knot thermal which took me to
cloud base at 4,000 feet at 7 p.m, This
was astonishing, and full of hope I went
north again. It looked slightly better to
the north-east, but I just could not reach
a still active one over York and landed
at Rufforth Airfield at 7.30, a minute or
two after Ted Shephard in the Army
Skylark 3. The Ouse Gliding Club did
the honours and my crew, bless them,
arrived two hours later.

The Dart's cross-country speed — and
this is what matters — is slower than the
present 18-m. gliders when thermals are
less than about 1-14 knots. From 14-3
knots it is on a par or a bit better. Above
3 knots it walks away from the ficld,
who all look very slow and pedestrian on
such occasions. I am guite sure that the
Dart will improve all U.K. closed-circuit
records on suitable days. But don’t expect
it to beat the 419s when “local-soaring in
stmight lines”, as on the first two com-
petition days this year.
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Dutch National Championships
by J. van Eck

S usual our Nationals were held at

Terlet, the National Gliding Centre.
Due to a very persistent area of high
pressure, this was the warmest May since
1947, and during the contest period every
day but one was soarable, Of the 13
possible days after the opening ceremon
gn 16th May, tasks were flown on 1

ays.

Just as the number of contest days was
a record, so was the spirit. The Organiza-
tion, in the capable hands of Menno
Manting, ran very smoothly and the
Stewards remained unemployed through-
out the meeting.

The 30 competitors were launched by
winch, and with eight cables available on
two independent strips, launching was
very quick and everybody could be air-
borne in just over half an hour,

MAYy 17tH—110-km. Triangle. The
weather was hazy and the cloud base very
low (700 m.); the task proved to be diffi-
cult {cloud ﬂying is forbidden in Holland)
and only Arie Breunissen completed it.

May 181TH—109-km, Out-and-Return
was set but there was no contest.

May 19t8—300-km.Triangle was set
in a decreasing westerly wind. Showers
were forming on the second leg, which
was also into the wind, and only four
competitors rounded the second turning-
point. Van Bree and Melzen landed after
279 kms. This flight gave van Bree the
lead which he kept for the rest of the
contest.

May 20TH.—128-km. Goal Race. Six-
teen pilots reached the goal in a moder-
ate cross-wind with  well-developed
cumulus. F. Seyffert came first with
70.6 km.p.h.,, Breunissen 2nd at 64
km.p.h., van Bree 3rd, 63.5 km.p.h.

AY 21sT.—109-km. Out-and-Return,
Although eighteen pilots got round the
turning-point, only van Bree and Ordel-
man finished the task. On this day van
Geuns saw one of his fellow competitors
make a bad landing and not get out of
the cockpit afterwards. He immediately
opened his brakes and landed in the same
field in order to give help. This was an
example of the terrific sportsmanship
which prevailed.

May 22n8p.—98.5-km. Race to the
German Gliding School at Borkenberge.
Thermals were good, although pilots had
to put up with a pretty strong headwind,
Fourteen pilots reached the goal with the
brothers Arie and Rijk Breunissen shar-
ing first place with a speed of 44.8
km.p.h. May 23rd was a rest day.

May 241H—159-km. Out-and-Return.
The outward leg was against an easterly
wind which was strong at first, decreasing
later. Thermals were very good with a
high cloud base. Twenty pilots finished
the task. Best speed was Ordelman,
59.6 km.p.h., followed by Dekkers, 54.4,
and van Bree, 51.4.

May 2518.—204-km. Triangle. Nobody
completed the task. Longest distance was
115 km. by R. Breunissen.

May 26Ta.—Distance along a Set Line.
This day proved not to be as good as

=

GERMANY

% HOLLAND:
,* NATIONAL
Nlaer,  CHAMPIONSHIFS
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May 29TH.—Free Distance. Pressed by
all the competitors Menno Manting gave
this popular task. As mist was forecast
over the southern part of Holland and
Belgium, nearly everybody set course to-
wards Germany against a light wind.
Van Bree, who would have won the con-
test in any case even if he had not flown
on this day, proved himself again by go-
ing 246.5 km. (995 points), the furthest
being 248 kms. flown by van Melzen.

During these 10 flying days 480
launches were carried out, 1,085 hours
flown, and the total distance covered was
29,536 km. Below is a list of final results
for the first 10 pilots. The first 5§ will be
trained further for the rest of the season.
Out of them 2 will be chosen for the 1965
World Gliding Championships.

Y

Ten best in Holland. Top row: Réparon, .

van Bree, A. Bremrr'ssmf. Middlepmw ! Leading Results
Bernsen, v. d. Salm, Ordelman, Selen. Pilot Sailplane Points
Front row: v. Melzen, R. Breunissen, E.v.Bree Ka-6 9212
Seyffert. D. Réparon Ka-6 8142
A. Breunissen Ka-6 7916
G, Ordelman Sagitta 7619
promised. Vermeer went furthest with J, v. Melzen Ka-8 7611
70 km. May 27th was a rest day. J. Selen Ka-6 7312
May 28TH.—217-km. Out-and-Return. F. Scyffert Ka-6 7236
Fifteen pilots completed this task, which R, Breunissen  Ka-6 6995
was flown in a light cross-wind with good J. Fernsen Sagitta 6880
thermals. Réparon came 1st at 55 km.p.h. H.v.d. Salm Skylark 3 6538

How to get “SAILPLANE AND GLIDING"

“*Sallplane and Gliding'" can be obtained in the U.K. at all Gliding Clubs, or send
20s. (post free) for an Annval Subscription to: The British Gliding Association, 75
Victoria Street, London, S.W.1, Single copies and most back issues are also available,
price 4s. 4d. (post free). Enquiries regarding bulk orders of 12 or more copies, at whole-
sale prices, should be made te The British Gliding Association,

OVERSEAS AGENTS

AUSTRALIA : Stockists : Technical Book Co., 295 Swanston Street, Mel-
bourne, C.1, Victoria, B. Rowe Waikerie, South Australia.

NEW ZEALAND : Please apply direct to British Gliding Association. Single copies
3s. 4d. or 20s. annually,

HOLLAND : J. wvan Eck. Tijgerstraat 203 Nijmeg P kening 1007247,
Abonnementsprijs  Fl. 10.50.

US.A & Please apply direct to British Gliding Association, Single copies

OTHER COUNTRIES : 3s. 4d. or 20s. annually (50 cents or $3 : 00 annually),

5. RHODESIA : Enterprise Bookshop, 13 Murandy Sq., Highlands, Salisbury,
S. Rhodesia.

DENMARK : Knud Rasmussen, EFPT, 60 Vesterbrogade, Copenhagen,V.

SWEDEN: Fiyg-Biblioteket, Box 121, Falsterbo.

Red Leather Cloth Binder taking 12 issues (2 years): 15s. 6d, postage 1s, 3d. from B,G.A.
Will also bind yosr B.G.A. Personal Pilot Logbooks,
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IT'S ALL YOURS

AEROBATICS
THE following circular has been sent
to all clubs:—
The British Gliding Association makes
new regulations with reluctance, as it
feels that Clubs are responsible bodies,

and understand local conditions best.
However, from time to time it becomes
necessary to introduce a regulation for
general guidance and safety.

The recent accidents to relatively in-
experienced pilots while doing acrobatics
have shown a need for such a regulation.

The Council has decided therefore that
the following will come into force on Ist
October, 1964, when it will become part
of the B.G.A. Operational Regulations
which all members agree to obey,

1.9. Training in aerobatics must be
given on a dual-control two-seater
by an instructor experienced in aero-
batics. The two-seater, and the first
single-seater on which the pupil
carries out aerobatics, must be fitted
with a serviceable accelerometer.

From the present time until 30th Sep-
tember, it is hoped that Clubs will seri-
ously consider stopping aerobatic training,
and aerobatics by less experienced pilots,
until they can comply with the terms of
the new regulation.

It is hoped also that pilots who already
do aerobatics will check themselves
against accelerometer readings,

Although it is not intended at present
to make further regulations on aero-
batics, the Council asks that C.F.ls
should consider the following Recom-
mendations: ;

1. Any pilot pulling more than 3ig in
the air should report this, and the

aircraft should not be flown again
until it has been inspected, and a
log-book entry made and signed by
an approved inspector. It should be
realised that one pilot might incur
damage which could result in struc-
tural failure to another.

2.C.F.Is should lay down minimum
heights for aerobatics at their Club,
and no aerobatics should be done
below this height without special
permission. As a gencral guide,
aerobatics by other than wvery ex-
perienced aerobatic pilots should be
completed by 2,500 ft. above the

ground,

Pilots and Clubs are asked to transfer
this information to copies of Laws and
Rules in their possession. Printed slips
will be put into new copies,

Further detail information on aero-
batics can be found in the new edition
of Flying Training in Gliders.

ANN WELCH.

Soaring Instruments

Compacl Electric Varios 17 gns.
Matching Audio Unit 12 gns.
Sperry Mk. 3 Herizons (Large]
complete with transistor Inverters £18.10.
Transistor Inverters for all horizons £10.

Pest & Packing extra

G. E. BURTON

235, PARK AVE., BUSHEY, HERTS.
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Trouble on tow in Russia

A Soviet meteorological book, pub-
lished in 1963 for Aecroflot crews,
includes a description of turbulence en-
countered by two tug-and-glider trains
in Stavropol region on 21st November,
1959.

At 10.00 hrs. two Yax-12 aircraft
towing gliders took off for Stavropol.
While approaching Stavropol and about
20-25 km. from the town at 700-900 m.
above ground they met heavy turbulence.
The aircraft were thrown from side to
side and up and down at speeds of
9-12 m./sec. One of the gliders broke
loose, and the other, having been
thrown upwards several times, lifting the
towing Yak’s tail so that the aircraft
was in a nose-down attitude, forced its
pilot to release. In this case the aircraft
had run into the turbulent air down-
wind from a hill by Stavropol.

NoTe.—An atlas shows two Stavro-
pols: one 40 miles N.W. of Kuybyshev
and the other half-way between the
Black Sea and the Caspian.

WORLD RECORD HOMOLOGATED

HE F.A.L has recognised the follow-

ing World Multi-Seater Gliding
Record for Speed round a 500-km. Tri-
angular Course:

Helmut Sorg and Heinz Sorg (West
Germany), flying a Ka-7 sailplane, Speed,
83.74 k.p.h. (52.033 m.p.h). Course:
Kimberley — Brantfort — Philippolis —
{Cgig;bcrley (South Africa), 7th January,

BOOSTING THE SEA BREEZE

A plan for producing rain by blanket-
ing arid areas with asphalt was
announced in America recently by Dr.
James F. Black, of Esso Research and
Engineering Co., US.A. He told an
international  meteorological  meeting
about a technique for making rain by
coating coastal areas with thin layers
of asphalt.

The asphalt boosts the soil tempera-
ture, and the soil, in turn, heats the air
above the coating. Hot air rises, bring-
ing in moist air from the sea and lifting
it into the sky to be condensed into
clouds and rain.

291

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION

CHIEF TECHNICAL
OFFICER

The increasing number of Clubs
and B.G.A. certificated gliders
makes it necessary to appoint a
full-time Chief Technical Officer.
It is envisaged that his duties will
comprise !—

(a) Visits to Clubs and Repair
Organisations to help with
technical problems and to
examine applicants for in-
spection approval,

(b) Helping each year in the
running of a small number
of courses for inspectors.

{c) Assisting in the office work
associated with Certificates
of Airworthiness and as-
sociated queries.

He will be responsible to the
Council of the B.G.A. through
the Chairman of the Technical
Committee,

Applications are invited for this
post.

Qualifications should includei—
Considerable experience of repair,
maintenance, and inspection of
modern gliders; good technical
knowledge; ability to demon-
strate and lecture on repair tech-
niques, to write reports and deal
with paperwork. A considerable
amount of travelling and weekend
work will be involved.

The salary will be within the
range of £1,300-£1,500 p.a. ac-
cording to qualifications, plus
expenses. Applications, which will
be treated in confidence, should
be submitted to the Secretary of
the B.G.A. by 19th August.

BRITISH GLIDING
ASSOCTATION

75 Victoria Street,
London, S.W.l.




The 1964 Nationals

by PHILIP WILLS

MOST people who took part in the
1954 World Championships at
Camphill remember the ghastly weather
with horror. But in retrospect those
Championships resulted in changes to
the F.A.I. Rules and Marking System
which have greatly improved them, and
all subsequent Championships have
been greatly benefited.

Ten years later we have had a similar
experience for our 1964 Nationals.
al&eough nothing like so bad; and I think
in the long term we may extract similar
progress: we must certainly try.

At the start, the most striking change
was the increasing use of rad:o._ﬁgy
out of eighty entrants were so e?mpp s
and at last really suitable sets of British
make are becoming available. This has
confirmed a belief 1 have long expressed
in official quarters: glider pilots don't
have to be driven by law to install radio;
as soon as adequate sets are available at
a price we can afford, they will fit it
of their own accord. The increased fun
one gets with really fool-proof radio is
immense, and the time saved on the
retrieve significant.

Next came the, to my mind, rapid
increase in our general standard of pilot-
age. Let us make no bones about it. we
had stinkingly difficult weather. On cne
blue thermal day, no one completed the
course: there were 82 out-landings,
mostly in fields. I hope and believe we
made no farmers angri; but the final
damage report of the whole contest was
one rudder chewed by a cow in the
owner's absence at the telephone,

The extraordinary afternoon of May
22nd presented League 1 with the most
difficult of all pilot techniques. After
three tponements of briefing, Wally
the Met, gave us a dubious possibility
of three hours' cross-wind flying to the
north, and Ann set us a flight along a
line through Sutton Bank. Taking off
at 13.10 hrs. I thought 1 had done well
when I landed six hours later at the foot
of the Newcastle Club's site 230 miles
to the north — until we got back to
Control at Lasham at 5.30 am. the next
morning and saw four pins stuck around

Newcastle, 265 miles awa%-.

Most of the second half of this flight

was carried out with only occasional
glimpses of the ground bencath, between
heights of 4,000 and 11,000 ft. It in-
volved approaching a chaotic mass of
cloud from one side, glimpsing a cloud-
turret ahead and far above, and steering
an accurate course blind. in fairly rough
air, on a Cook compass, a turn-and-
bank, and, for those who had it, an
artificial horizon, One was aiming at an
invisible upcurrent ahead in the heart
of the cloud, perhaps not more than a
quarter of a mile in diameter. An error
of a degree or two on course might
mean missing it.
_ On striking it, onc had to centre in
it, climb as high as possible, sometimes
assuming ice on the way, then set off
again on course. Anything up to twenty
minutes later, still blind, one might
strike another area of lift, centre in it,
and repeat the performance. And one
had to keep on track.

I think scmething like half our League
One pilots coped with these conditions:
I don't believe a higher proportion
ui'_]quld be found in World ghampion-
ships.

ALL OVER THE WORLD

4,000
COSIM VARIOMETERS

ARE NOW IN USE
National & International Records
“Cook™ Compasses with pivoted

mounting
“Cook™ Electric Variometers
“Irving” Venturies & Water Traps
“Burton” Total Energy Units

“Cosim” Best Speed Scale
Holders

Cobb-Slater Inst. Co. Lid.

“COSIM™ WORKS, DARLEY DALE,

MATLOCK, DERBYS.
Talephone Darley Dale 2138
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A birthday cake for Philip Wills.

At Prizegiving | made a joking remark
about the new names appearing at the
top of the results: I hope no one mis-
understood me. To achieve top rank in
1964 involved outstanding tenacity and
the ability to seize unforesecen oppor-
tunities. John Ficlden's victory was a
triumph.

It also clearly helped to have 18
metres, as the results of both Leagues
show. For I don't think anyone really
believes that the top names of the past
few years who came out towards the
bottom would have donme so in more
normal weather or if we had had more
contest days, and as for the Dart, if
Fate had been specially asked to dream
up weather precisely calculated to plant
fast fifteen-metres on the ground as
quickly as possible, the conditions we
had would have been her answer.

An audible sigh of relief went up
when the Friday afternoon, bringing us
the only weather approximating to that
for which she had been designed, John
Williamson took off last in his Dart and,
making the fastest time of the day,
landed up within a mile or two of
Brennig James — who had taken off in
his Skylark 3 first — taking 52 minutes
less for the flight. 1 hope everyone will
Keep this result in focus.

The 1964 Nationals have shown that

in light thermal conditions a high wing-
loading on 15 metres, flown by pilots of
a few hours’ experience on that type,
will not do as well as normal 18-metre
ships flown by pilots who have been
flying them for years.

Anyone who is taken by surprise at
this outcome has been believing in a
suspension of the laws of Nature,

They have also been ignoring history,
the last demonstration of this truth being
Dick Johnson’s victory in the 1963 U.S.
Nationals flying his Skylark 4 against
the massed Sisu's of America.

The two most important lessons we
should learn from Lasham, 1964, are in
my view:

(1) We must strain every nerve to
run {wo weeks' Nationals in future. The
amount of work and expense involved
to organisers and teams alike is enor-
mous, and to disband the whole thing
after only a week is immensely wasteful.
The increase in experience and the im-
proved reliability of results obtained, if
only we can achieve this, will be
immensely valuable to the whole future
of British gliding.

(2) The difference between gliding and
golf is that in the former one is only
allowed to use one club, If each pilot
was allowed the equivalent of a mashie
for good days and a niblick for bad
ones, he could achieve much better
results,

But, things being as they are, it seems
to me that we would be wise in 1965 to
enter one aircraft calculated to do well
if we get good weather, and a second
if we get the reverse. The latest 460
is said to be an outstanding ship, so one
460 and one Dart in 1965 should give
our Standard Class entry the best pos-
sible chance. It would be nice if we could
find a fast 18-metre for the Open Class,
50 that we could do the same there.

LAMENT

As 1 was flving through the air,

I found some lift that wasn't there.
It wasn't there again today—
That's twice I've had to land away.

I.M.P.
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Civil Air Traffic Censuses

by NicHOLAS GOODHART

HE four civil air traffic censuses that

have so far been carried out con-
tain sufficient information to enable at
least a beginning to be made in analzs-
ing the real air traffic situation. This
article is aimed at bringing out the in-
formation relevant to gliding.
_ Before dealing with the figures, there
is onc most important aspect, and that
is the fact that the censuses depend on
the voluntary co-operation of civil air-
craft and glider owners. In each census
so far glider owners have co-operated
nobly by returning over 90% of the
census cards sent out. This is a much
better record than other civil aircraft.
From the point of view of both Philip
Wills and myself this splendid co-opera-
tion has been invaluable in all our dis-
cussions with the Ministry of Aviation;
so, even though it's a bore, please keep
it up. There is probably nothing that,
in the long run, will do more to help
keep adequate freedom in the air for
gliders.

The most interesting figures in the
census reports are those showing the
amount of “controlled” traffic. Con-
trolled is in inverted commas because it
is not used in the strict ATC sense but
here means all civil traffic in Airways,
Terminal Control Areas, Control Zones,
Upper Air Routes, Advisory Routes,
and the Scottish Advisory Area (if
receiving Advisory service). Fig. 1 shows
the levels of this traffic averaged over
various periods.

From the gliding point of view only
the daytime levels are of interest and
particularly those at weekends. We are
also mostly interested in the summer
levels, The graphs show that on a sum-
mer weekend there are about 27 “con-
trolled” aircraft over the whole of UK.
(land only: aircraft over the sea have
been excluded); it also appears that the
figure is not increasing appreciably. On
the other hand there does appear to be
a significant increase in the level of
week-day and also night flying; the
Ministry estimate that overall increase at
89 per annum. Of course, any conclu-
sions on rate of increase cannot but be
very tentative at this early stage with
so few points to go on.

Fig. 2 shows the distribution of the
“controlled™ traffic by height. The inter-
esting point here is that the percenta?e
below 10,000 ft. is showing a fairly
steady looking decrease from 483% in
July, 1962, to 42.5% in July, 1963. This
trend, which is only to be expected due
to the decreasing number of piston-
engined commercial aircraft, is wve
advantageous to gliding, since nearly all
gliding is done below 10,000 ft.

We may be able to show that the
need for low-level controlled airspace
is actually decreasing despitc any over-
all increase in total traffic, but this can-
not be concluded direct from the figures
since Fig. 2 refers to traffic in all UK.
airspace, i.e. including these over the
sea, whereas Fig. 1 excluded those over
the sea. It is fairly obvious that if Fig.
2 covered only aircraft over UK. a
higher proportion would be climbing or
descending from their cruising levels
and thus higher proportions would be
at lower levels.

“Uncontrolled™ civil air traffic is also
of some interest to gliding since this is
the traffic which shares the airspace that
we mostly use. It also tends to operate
in very much the same height bands as
we do. Weather affects its operation
nearly as much as ours; thus on all
counts the conflict is more severe than
it would be with “controlled” traffic
even if there was no controlled airspace.
And yet do you find yoursclf taking
frequent avoiding action? In fact, how
many glider pilots have ever had to take
avoiding action except from other
gliders either near the site or using the
same thermal?

Due to the variability of the weather
in the four censuses, it is not possible
to establish any ‘“uncontrolled” air
traffic trends, even tentatively. However,
the figures for the July, 1963, census
are fairly representative since the
weather was reasonable during the period
covered. There were on average 107
aircraft airborne during daytime (actu-
ally 1130-1930 G.M.T.) throughout the
week. Taking the weekend alone, the
figure was 182 airborne on average.
These figures include gliders which
represented 449 of the total daytime
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“uncontrolled” traffic. At the weekend
(which happened to coincide with the
Regional 8hampionshipsf gliding repre-
sented nearly 60% of all daytime “un-
controlled™ activity.

Insufficient information is given in
the census reports to show in any detail
the distribution of *“controlled™  traffic;
however, the reports do show that just
over 60% lies south of an E.-W. line
through Birmingham. | would hazard a
guess that this means that near to 509,
of all “controlled™ traffic is in the
complex of controlled airspace formed
by the London TMA and the airways
south and east of it

To sum up, a typical picture of civil
air traffic over U.K. on the afternoon
of a good summer weekend might show:

9 Commercial aircraft in “controlled”
airspace in the S.E. corner of
England below 10.000 ft.;

8 Commercial aircraft in “controlled”
airspace over the rest of U.K. under
10.000 ft.;

10 Commercial aircraft over U.K. over
10,000 ft.;

27 Aircraft in “controlled” airspace.

80 Gliders local-flying at their sites;

20 Gliders on cross-country, probably
in the height band 2,000-6.000 ft.

80 Small aircraft necarly all below
5,000 ft. (this category includes the
occasional commercial aircraft in
F.LLR.s);

180 Aircraft in “uncontrolled™ airspace:

207 Aircraft airborne in total.

V. G. Aircraft Limited

All types of light aircraft
serviced and repairet,

also Spares supplied

Woarkshops:—

Tring Road, Dunstable
Phone:- Dunstable 63419
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TATE GALLERY 8740

THE

KRONFELD CLUB

IN the absence of Colonel Gough,
M.P., through sudden illness the
renovated club was most successfully
opened on the 29%th April by Group
Captain Douglas Bader, who very kindly
stepped into the breach at the last
moment.

Sixty-five V.I.LP.s from all branches of
aviation attended the Opening Cocktail
Party which was followed by an equally
successful Party for members and their
friends. Everyvone was full of praise for
the décor and comfort of the new
lounge and bar which was designed for
us by Frank Kinder.

Qur big news this issue is that as from
the Ist August, for trial period of four
months, the club will be open each
evening Monday to Friday from 5.30 to
11 p.m., when the bar will be run by
Steward Tony Salsman., To make this a
worthwhile venture the club will have
lo be used a lot more than at present, so
if you are thinking of a rendezvous place
in town, don't forget the “Kronfeld”.

For some time the Committee have
been applying themselves to increasing
the membership cf the club and the con-
sequence utilisation of the premises and
we are therefore very pleased indeed to
welcome the Royal Aero Club Associate
members who, from the Ist August, will
be able to use the facilities of our club.
This is in return for quite a substantial
donation to our Appeal Fund. Incident-
ally, the premises are available for meet-
Ings, lectures and parties any evening.
Bookm&gs may be made by ringing the
Steward in the evening. Rates are very
reasonable particularly for genuine avia-
tion interests. Group membership is also
available for aviation organisations and
clubs who wish to make regular book-
ings for meetings, etc.

74 BASEMENT

ECCLESTON
SQUARE * sSwWi

Rosamund Hervey, who has for the
past [8 months very ably organised our
lectures leaves for foreign parts and her
place is being takenm by May Marven
who will be pleased to receive sug-
gestions for the Diary.

Our Annual Dinner is Friday, 16th
October, at the Eccleston Hotel, and
will be followed by a party in the club
with professional musical entertainment.
Inclusive Double tickets, 65s.; or the
party only (9 pm. to 1 am.), 10s.

b e L

Diary of Lectures and Film Shows
Wednesdays, at 8 p.m.

July 29. Hovercraft Films.
Aug, 5. Film: “The Crescent Wing”.
. 12. 1964 Cannes Air Race by
John Blake.
. 19. “The History of Aeroplane
Aerobatics” by Peter Phillips.
. 26. Light Helicopters, by R. B.
Stratton.
Sept. 2. Light Aviation at Biggin Hill,
by Sqn. Ldr. J, M. Maitland.
. 9. “A Pilot's view of the Battle
of Britain" by Group Captain
Norman Ryder.
» 16. Films. “Mars and Beyond”
& “Safari Cortina Conquest”.
.+ 23. The Regional Gliding Com-

petitions.

On opposite page: scenes at the re-
opening of the Kronfeld Club. Above:
Hugo Trotter, Chairman (left) and Frank
Kinder, architect. Below: Douglas Bader
cuts the tape. Also seen from l. to r.:
Hugo Trotter, Yvonne Bonham, Rosa-
mund Hervey (retiring Lecture Organ-
izer) and May Marven (new Leclure
Organizer). P o;:q rﬁph: courtesy of
" 'g i
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Challenge Victor Boin

THIS heavy piece of sculpture was
presented by the Chairman of the
Belgian Olympic Committee eight years
ago for a one-day free distance task.
As it was won last year by Gerrit Jan
Ordelman, of the T’;uge Flying Club,
near Apeldoorn, in Holland, this year's
contest was flown from Teuge, and five
Belgian and 17 Dutch competitors took

art. Though originally fixed for 7th
ay, it was_postponed till the 9th owing
to the weather. This proved a change
for the good, with a light S.W. wind
and a 4,000 ft. cloud base, and cvery-
body ended up deep in Germany. The
winning distance (249 miles) was the
furthest ever flown in this competition.

Previous winners, 1957-62: Weiss
(France). Ince (U.K.). Lefebvre (Bel-
gium), Van Bree (Holland).

Leading Scores

Pilot Country Sailplane Landing Km.
M. Baeke Belgium Foka Gromitz ... 401
H. Stouffs Belgium Ka-6 Neustadt ... 386
E. F. van Bree Holland Ka-6 Neustadt ... 384
G. J. Ordelman Holland Sagitta Eutin 380
J. Bernsen Holland Sagitta Hornsdorf 377
A. G. M. v. Geldorp Holland Ka-8 Oldendorf 340

Combined prizegiving ceremony for the Victor Boin Contest and the Dutch Nationals.

CONTEST AT DONCASTER

A SMALL, informal, local competitinn
took place at Doncaster over five
days at the beginning of June. Six gliders
entered: four Olympia 28's, a Skylark 1
and an Olympia 460, all from Doncaster
except one Olympia from Camphill. The
aim was to introduce people who had
not entered competitions before to this
kind of flying, and in this it certainly
succeeded. All of us who took part found
the experience most enjoyable, and I
think we learned a lot. Such things as
judging the right time to go away all
began to assume an importance we had

only known about theoretically before.
The winner was Mike Horner of Don-
caster in an Olympia 2B, who made two
excellent flights, one to Scarborough and
the other to Pateley Bridge.

Our thanks are due to Jack Tarr, who
organised the week and who was also
Chief Marshal, Task Setter, Met Officer,
Competition Secretary and tug pilot.

This was the first competition which
the Doncaster Club have organised. Next
year they intend to hold another, and
judging from the interest aroused this
year 1 have a feeling that a lot more
than six gliders will be taking part.

J.G.R.
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Long Distance in the Dart

by JouN WILLIAMSON

FTER a week of indifferent weather

and only three contest days in the
Nationals, each in rather difficult con-
ditions, 1 was depressed on the Friday
to hear “Wally” give yet another fore-
cast of margnal scaring. It sounded
unlikely to brew up at all, or at best
only gently in places. The briefing,
delayed until noon by the passing of a
weak front, held none of its usuval
excitement and anticipation for me, 1
hadnt brought a map and had made
plans to get away and visit friends that
afternoon. The Dart was pot rigged.
Imagine, then, the flurry to get organised
for a one o'clock take-off.

I still didn't really believe in the
weather, and was the first to delay my
launch-time to the back of the queue,
to two o’clock. Philip Wills shook his
head over my decision, someone snapped
up the slot I had vacated, and so 1 was
stuck with it, and watched the others
stream off into the rapidly clearing sky.

Last to take off on the last Contest Day:
John Williamson in the Dart.

During the first hour I took things
very gently, using almost cvery piece of
lift, but even so still having to get up
twice from below a thousand feet before
Didcot. 1 had learnt at last not to take
the chances that 1 might have in the
419", when 1 would have rejected weak
lift as not worthwhile at’ any time

above 1,500 feet. 1 had learnt that the
Dart, circling at 45-50 knots, simply
could not be expected to climb out of
holes in the ground in the same way as
the slower ships.

Beyond Didcot, running up to
Oxford, it was c],earl{ becoming very
good, however, and I knew that at last
we were seecing the sort of weather for
which we had prayed. I was quickly
convinced that the thermal 1 was shar-
ing with several other late-starting
stragglers was the last of the poor stuff,
and at 3,000 ft. sct off at 80 knots in
anticipation of suitably strong thermals
to come. Sure enough I ran straight into
one that gave a steady 6 knots and when
my former thermal-mates joined me 1
was already 1,000 ft. up on them. So it
went for the next two hours until at
five o'clock the air began to simmer
down, at lower levels at least, and it
was time to get up high and stay there.
Now, of course, each successive cloud
died two minutes before I got to it and
I found myself below 3,000 feet again
and possibry in trouble.

The glider ahead was circling sadly
in an un-thermal, and when I saw that 1t
was Brennig James, who had been first
off that day, I twigged that perhaps
things may be a bit sticky hereabouts.
We flew on together, each trying to get
where he could see but not be seen by
the other, until, at some horribly low
altitude, we came to our last chance —
a cloud and a power station in the
Trent valley north-east of Leicester.
The lift was very weak, and soon Brennig
in his Skylark 3 began to outclimb me.
I fought my pride over this and pre-
tended he wasn’t there, for fear that my
one-down position would compel me
stupidly to fly on in search of better
lift. Brennig lifted up to cloudbase,
shifted across a bit and was gone. 1
shifted a bit the other way and fol-
lowed him in, perhaps 500 feet below.

Once inside, the lift improved to over
10 knots and soon I was at 8,000 ft.
with a touch of ice aboard and a very
hazy view of the A46 below. From
this point it seemed that one could go
due north along the set line or follow
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a more easterly track along a line of
better cumulus over the Trent valley,
Since it was already a quarter to six
I settled for the bigger clouds and pressed
on towards the Humber. A little care
about the proper flight level near Scun-
thorpe and I was soon across the Hum-
ber and in even murkier air than before,
From 8,000 ft. the ground was simply
not visible at all looking up-sun, and
only just so to the ecast. As I left the
last cloud in the line 1 picked up a
fix at Market Weighton.

On the radio I had heard several
R.AF. gliders coming to roost near
York, having stayed on track, and it
looked as igl would soon be joining
them, albeit a little further north. There
were two last chances, though, that my
more easterly position might allow me
to use. First, high ground ahead might
be throwing up something that the Vale
of York. flat and a bit damp, couldn't
manage. Second, 1 was getting close to
the sea. Sure enough, a line of quite low
cumulus to the east confirmed that the
sea breeze was on the march, as it had
been three years before when it carried
me on for over a hundred miles to com-
plete 500 km.

1 angled still further cast. keeping an
eyc on the little clouds on my right,
and on the situation ahcad where,
impossibly far away, a vigorous cumulus
was thrusting up through the haze,
Finally 1 decided to keep within range of
the sea-brecze front, use it if need be,
and sce how I progressed towards the
big one. By 4,000 ft. I had used onc
or two very weak puffs of the little
front, and was directly opposite the un-
seen base of the tempting cumulus. 1
decided to have a go at it, lose no more

The forecast
that John
Williamson
couldn’t
believe.

than 1,500 ft. in the attempt, then turn
back if it didn’t work and attempt to
soar the front towards the north.

At 2500 ft. I was underneath the
thing, exactly balanced at zero. The
flight hung by a thread, a thread so
easily broken by a wrong turn, a bit of
bad handling, or perhaps by a weary
pilot who hadn't really expected to do
more than a couple of hours scratching
that day. Then a little surge on one side,
carefully re-centred, and it was 50 ft. per
min. There it stayed right up to 4,000 ft,

Then, quickly, 1-2-3 knots, into cloud,
4-5-6, finally 8 knots, and at half past
seven that evening I was back at

9,500 ft. and knew that at last I had
come to terms with my Dart.

From 7.000 ft. I peered through the
misty perspex trying to see my way. The
semi-cone of vision was only about
two miles down-sun, and into that cone
came an airfield. Scan the map — it
could onlg be Wombleton. Exactly two
weeks before I had driven across that
main runway towing a [2-hour-old
home-built trailer and a one-hour-old
Dart. We had come back to Kirbymoor-
side in triumph!

Up ahead a pink tinged tower. Plunge
in and taste the lift. On to the next and
last of them and back up to 8.000 ft.
at 8 oclock and soon we  were looking
down at Middlesbrough. The glide up
the coast was marked by one extra-
ordinary sight. To our lcgt. lit by the
reddening sun, was the ghost of a cloud.
The industrial North-East had added its
insoluble quota to the air feeding the
original and now the smoke and dust
was heaped up in the exact shape of
the cloud from whence every last drop-
let of water had evaporated.
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At 5,000 ft. the ice on the wings had
melted but the water remained, and at
3.000 ft. I woke up to the fact that we
were sinking faster than we should have
been at 46 knots, the usuval speed for
maximum glide. The air was so smooth
that I was able to watch the two vario-
meters rise slightly as 1 quietly put up
the speed. until at 52 knots [ guessed
that we had the best glide ratio for
those watery wings. We flew over Sea-
ham Harbour and Sunderland, and just
beyond. to land by the lighthouse that
was already giving its red flash every five
seconds.

NOTHING BUT THE BEST...
. - - IS GOOD ENOUGH FOR YOU

J REPAIRS i TEN YEAR INSPECTIONS
Y OVERHAULS ¢ RE-SPRAYING, ETC.
Carried out at Reasonable Charges

Southdown Aero Services Ltd

Lasham Airfield, Alton, Hants.
Telephone Herriard 359

Don't throw away the winch
by NicHOLAS GOODHART

BY all means ditch the heap of scrap
iron you call a winch but don't give
up winching if

(a) You have a decent field length
(say 1200 yds. or more) available %or
winching, and

(b) You want economic gliding, and

(c) You have enough members to deal
with winch driving and cable recovery.

The disfavour into which winch
launching has currently fallen stems
mainly from the fact that clubs are for
the most part not prepared to spend the
money needed to provide an adequate
winch and yet £1,500 or so can be found
without a murmur for an aircraft for
acro-towing,

Calculations show that a winch with
an engine of 130 b.h.p. (delivering
100 h.p. to the cable) can give a 1,600 ft.
launch to a 750 1b. glider using 1.500 yds.
of cable in no wind. In a 12-knot wind
about 2,000 ft. can be reached and the
maximum engine power required is
down to under 100 b.h.p.

These calculations are based cn the
assumption that the glider attitude will
never be steeper than that which pro-
duces an equivalent stressing case to a
15 g pull-out.

. To achieve ideal launches in practice
It is necessary to have a winch with a
cable tension indicating device and pre-
ferably fitted with a cable elevation

indicator. The winch engine should have
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fluid drive. It is also necessary that the
glider hook should be fitted in such a
position as to eliminate the appalling
pitching moments which derive from
the cable force on so many of our cur-
rent glider gpes

Given gliders with the hook suitably
situated and a winch with the necessary
equipment we could have a completely
new era of winch launching.

Due to proper cable tension control,
the incidence of cable breaks would be
much reduced and regular safe launches
to close to 2,000 ft. at the present winch
launch price would be, by any stan-
dards, a better proposition than an
acro-tow costing at least three times as
much.

The other problem of the winch is
getting someone to drive it. It's hardly
surprising no one wants to at present,
since the driver is not usually provided
with £ 3

(a) any adequate communication with
the launch point, ;

(b) any suitable instrumentation to
enable him to do a good job, and

(c) any proper weather protection.

All these problems could be overcome
by the expenditure of minute sums com-
pared with operating an aircraft.

So don’t throw away the winch; ]Il].l:;
take a long hard look at why it b
fallen into disrepute and do something
about it



Calculating Points for Speed Tasks

by R. D. M. HARPER

AVING been closely connected
with the B.G.A. scoring system for
some years, | am moved to make some
comments on Boet Dommisse's pro-
posed formula for awarding points for
speed tasks (SAILFLANE AND GLIDING,
June, 1964, p. 197). To keep this con-
tribution reasonably short and simple,
cxamples and mathematics will be
avoided, but readers may be interested
in a detailed description in later issues
of SAILPLANE AND GLIDING of how points
will be awarded for the tasks which may
be set at the World Championships.
The sentiments of the first paragraphs
of Dommisse’s article are unexception-
able in general terms, but differences
of opinion arise as soon as we have to
decide what is a fair and satisfactory
set of points to award for a given set of
results (in the form of distances and
times), In fact there is no competitive
sport in which the system of merit
points can be any better than an arbi-
trary but gencrally-agreed one. For
instance, while it would be agreed that
one cricket team had amassed so many
more runs than its opponent, it could be
argued that it did not always deserve
at least 10 of the 12 points available.
Obviously the set of results (distances
and times) of a speed task will depend
on the detailed meteorological condi-
tions in space and time, in relation to
the task set. and on the aerodynamic
performance of the machines, as well as
on the skill, efficiency and planning of
the pilots and crews. In ii‘)c:rnmiss«:'s
system the best man gets 1,000 points,
however r the resuits generally, but
in the B.G.A. system the maximum daily
points are devalued when poor resulfs
show that meteorological conditions are
worse than anticipated, and that the
leading pilots for that day may have
had a greater degree of luck than usual.
Coming to the suggested speed task
points system itself, it can be seen from
the formula at the top of the 2nd
column on o. 198 that the number of
speed and distance points awarded to
any glider depend not only on that
glider’s and the winner's time and dis-
tance, but also on the “average time”
and “average distance”. This means that

all the verified times and landing places
must be ascertained beforc any points
can be calculated, and any subsequent
correction to any time or distance value
would affect many or all of the points.
In the B.G.A. system, a competitor need
know only his own and the winner's
times (if the task was completed) and
distances (if not completed), the per-
centage of gliders completing the course,
and the percentage exceeding the qualify-
ing distance, to be able to calculate the
number of points he should receive.

Incidentally, the term “average time"
is rather fictuitious as defined, and, in the
case where only a small proportion of
competitors complete the task, would
imply an “average speed” of several
hundred miles per hour! Also (possibly
a printer’'s error)* the P defined near
the bottom of the Ist column on page
198 is not the same thing as the P
defined at the top of the 2nd column.

Within the formula for points it can
be seen that a competitor’s distance
points are directly proportional to his
scoring distance compared with the
winner’s distance, and his speed points
are directly groponional to his speed
compared with the winner's speed (since
speeds are inversely proportional to cor-
responding times over the same course).
In the B.G.A. system the award of speed
points depends on the square of the
ratio of speeds, e.g. a competitor making
half the winner’s average speed receives
only a quarter of his speed points, rather
than a half. On a good day this gives
an advantage to those who are really
treating the task as a race.

Of the several points systems for
speed tasks, evolved in the gliding move-
ments of various countries, | believe
that the B G.A. one (with certain minor
improvements to be considered before
the World Championships) is the best
— for this countrv’s meteorological
conditions, anyway. 1 doubt whether
Boet Demmisse’s system would be gener-
ally accepted anywhere: all honour to
him for his suggestion, nevertheless —
he makes us think!

*These formulae were printed as they
appeared in the author’s MS.—Ebp.
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National Championships, 1964

by ANN WELCH

T has become customary to try to dis-

cover what can be learnt from each
of our National Championships, and it
is always surprisingly easy to find points
for improvement. Somelimes these
require a refinement of existing methods.
but occasionally a change is wanted
because the Championships themselves
have altered. When the weather is con-
tinuously good there are few difficulties.
but poor weather. as we had this time,
brings to the fore problems which,
although known to exist, are normally
unimportant.

Launching of the ﬁliders is an aspect
of championships which presents little
difficulty when there is a long period of
thermal activity, but trying to get 1two
large groups of aircraft away during a
short spell of weather can easily increase
the luck element between the first to go
and the last, if this takes too long.

The two considerations in any method
of competition launching are take-off
interval, and actual time of start.

Al the present moment we can launch
at 1 minute intervals, but if the ther-
mals do not get going until the after-
noon. 40 minutes between first and last
can make an appreciable difference to
the chance of completing the task, There
is no problem in reducing the interval
to 30 seconds by using a grass field (as

at South Cerney) instead of a runway,
and by employing more tugs. although
this is expensive in hire charges and
frustrating to the tug pilots who do not
then get much flying each. However, if
the interval is reduced further, other
complications arise, since to be fair all
gliders should be dropped in the same
zone. The ccncentration of gliders and
tugs in this zone becomes acuie when
the height interval between them is only
some 25 ft., as it would be if gliders
arrived at the same place, or in the same
thermal, at 15-seccond intervals.

The time at which any glider starts
can be determined either by the organ-
isers, or by the pilot. To leave the choice
to the pilot is important. but this is
Fraclical only when times can be sclected
reely throughout the whole flying
period. If, however, a second group of
gliders is flying from the same point,
there must ecither be a period blocked
off for them, or the two groups be given
alternate launch intervals. The former is
unsatisfactory if lack of thermals delays
the start. or weather dictates that both
groups have races, thus encouraging the
fi-st group to hang back to try to fly
in the strongest conditions. R’Iurnalc
launching is unsatisfactory because the
time between first and last take-offs in
both groups is doubled.

The daily Time Check after briefing.
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Immediately the cry goes up for
dictatorship. The organisers should say
“Go", and take-offs, in some ballotted
order, will begin. This, too, has its
snags. The organisers can either decide
a time of first take-off at briefing or they
can say that all gliders should be lined
up at some early time, and then,
sniffing the air, decide that the suitable
moment for take-off has arrived. Of
these alternatives, the announcement of
take-off at briefing is unsatisfactory. At
least two days in international competi-
tions have been ruined, or made lucky,
by selecting too late a time. As the
weather turned out, instead of the take-
off straddling the proper take-off period,
the first to go went into the strongest
conditions ofg the day. and the last off
missed them. This difficulty is overcome
by the “Deciding the moment has come”
method. By standing at the launch point
with the met. man, and using a guinea-
pig_glider as an early thermal warning
indicator, particularly with radio be-
tween the two, invariably take-off can be
started at a good time. But even here
there are two slight disadvantages.
Firstly, the gliders must be at the launch
point, ready, for perhaps 3 hours, if
the weather delays. In great heat this

is tedious, and can be exhausting.
Seco_] ndly, initiative is taken from the
pilot.

What is the answer? For Nationals,
with two big groups, where we can only
fly off a limited launch point, with a
small number of tugs, I feel that the
organisers should be able to say, at
briefing each day, whether Pilot Selec-
ted Time of Start, or the “Ready, Steady,
Go” method, should apply. When the
task is primarily distance, pilots want to
get away early, and there is every advan-
tage in their being able to select. On
short races, however. where it is not
gg:s:bie for both groups to have the

t conditions, it is better to take off
in a balloted order at a suitable moment.

In World Championships, this prob-
Jem of the two classes wanting, or hop-
ing to have, the same take-off times can
be overcome by having two, virtually
independent, launching groups, as was
done at Junin. A pilot is then free to
select any time, without pressure or
exclusion caused by the second group.

Perhaps the most prominent feature of
the 1964 Championships was the weather.

Weather snifter ar work.

This was not as good as we have come
to expect as our right, displaying two
tedious features. Both were exaggerated
by the location of the Championship
site — the predominence of westerly type
weather, blowing towards the London
Control Zone, and then the N.E. drift
which brought the damping London
haze stream across the field. It is because
Lasham does carry this risk that it was
decided very early on that the World
Championships should not be held there.
That the risk at this time of year is very
small is shown by the fact that the pre-
vious 5 Championships at Lasham all
had continuous excellent weather.
Although the weather at Lasham was
disappointing, it would not have been
much better anywhere else this year, and
has resulted in the cry that Nationals
should last two wecks, and not only 9
days. When one sees that other coun-
tries, who have better weather than us,
have two-weck championships, it seems
only sensible to do the same. Had we
done so this year we would have had
8 out of sixteen days, instead of only
3 and 4 days out of 9.

It would also have included some days
more suited 1o the faster ships, and
given the Darts and Austria’s a chance
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to show what they can really do.

The variability of the weather brought
out a feature of forecasting which has
not been prominent in the settled and
rather uniform air mass under which we
have previously sat. We had, as usual,
our excellent met. men and equipment,
and yet the weather continually turned
out disconcertingly different from fore-
cast,

Studying the interpretative work in the
met. office, it secemed that the failure
lay not here, but in the contents of the
reports from out stations. One was left
strongly with the feeling that possibly a
re-appraisal shculd be made oflhe basic
reporting of weather information, both
as regards the items which are reported,
and the quality and accuracy of the
informaticn, Obviously weather ships
or points named by trained met. men can
provide information which is indicative
of the true state and tendency of the
weather, but one was left doubting
whether this was perhaps true enough
of the reporting points. For met. men to
produce a detailed and sophisticated
torecast of the weather for any special-
ised purpose, it is essential for the basic
and background information from which
it is made to be equally full and accur-
ate. This is particularly the case when
the weather system is unstable and
erratic.

The call for two-week competitions
certainly produced fewer long faces
from the helpers who give up their holi-
days, than it would have a year or so
ago. This is because of the movement
towards crew Eanlcupauon. This year
pilots gave in the name of one of their
crew, who could be called on for
occasional help. This meant that there
was assistance 10 police week-end
crowds, or to increase the numbers of
observers, or retrieve telephonists at
rush times. The amount of time that
each crewman has to give is very small,
but the valus to a voluntary organisa-
tion of available help from a large body
of people is immeasurable.

Finally, the results. Although these
are calculated to undermine the con-
fidence of anyone who studies form,
there is no doubt that the League 1
winner deserves his place. A war-lime
pilot, John Ficlden was out of flying
until 5 years ago when gliding started
up in his area, and he soon became an
instructor. Since then he has not only
organised competitions, but climbed
steadily up through League 2 and
League 1. %lying the Skylark 3 origin-
ally owned by Nick Goodhart, he flies
with the persistent determination and
flair which are necessary Champion
ingredients.

In the new Clubhouse : the V..P.'s table on Prizegiving Day.
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An Italian View of the Nationals

by ADELE ORSI

L, to r.: William Guisti, Adele and Giorgio Orsi, Barbara Franken-Scharge, Ted
Jerzycki and Edward Makula. In the cockpit, Josef Dankowski.

Mr. and Mrs. Orsi, who are leading figures at the Varese Gliding Centre in Italy,
flew “hors concours” in League 2 at the British National Gliding Championships in

their own Skylark 4.

IKA HARWOOD asked us to write

a few lines about impressions of the
Nationals, and here we are, at the end
of it all, trving to do our task, just as
we tried very hard to do Ann Welch’s
tasks during the contest.

Launch point.

We were impressed by the skill of
your pilots, who astonished everybody
by flying long distances, fighting not only
against each other, but also against poor
weather conditicns.

Only the weather was not kind to us;
everybody else in Lasham was very nice,
most of all Mrs. Ferelyth Wills (our
crew), who made us feel in Lasham as if

we were at home—a real angel con-
stantly looking after us.

Retrieving was fun; we all enjoyed
the English countryside: a typical
delightful English tea offered in a charm-
ing farmhouse, the famous “fish and
chips at Ipswich” which ended with a
cofiee on the pavement . . = Now we
can even better understand how good is
the Skylark, and why it “must” be so
good; we think the Dart would prefer
to be flown in Argentina's weather or,
if you den’t want to go as far as that,
in Jtalian weather. We have appreciated
the competitive sense in the two Leagues,
the great number of top pilots, the nice
gliders, the efficiency of crews, helpers,
controls, the perfect organisation alto-
gether.

At the end of this exciting week we
can only say thanks to everybody.

_[Mrs. Orsi remarked, during the Cham-
pionships, that in Italy they would never
fly in such a low height-band as our
pilots seem to be using. Perhaps the
reason is the comparative dearth of suit-
able landing fields in Italy.—Ep.]

* * *

306



“Lasham Dairy”

- HAT are you doing at the
Nationals? Would you look after
the Italians, the Orsis?”

“But I don’t speak any Italian at all.”’

“Oh, they won't really need any help.
They speak perfect English and they are
so nice it doesn’t marter anyway.”

And that was how it worked out.

However, to be on the safe side, Bill
bought me a phrase book—"might come
in handy in a crisis,” he said, but the
page opened at “Can I get to the station
in a Gondola?” What sort of crisis, I
wondered !

Our first retrieve was in the practice
week. Giorgio, having landed at Thrux-
ton, had found many friendly natives
cager to aero-tow him on his way round
the Eternal Triangle.

On the road to Axford 1 exhausted
my supply of musical terms with Ral-
lentando, Andante and Lento, when we
met a Combine Harvester on that sharp

Starting board.

corner where the sheep get through the
hedge. | found that the word “stop” is
international.

Bill's parting advice, as he set off to
work the next morning, was: “If you
really get stuck, say ‘Lasham Dairy’."

The Orsis asked to have a flight in
the Capstan while Ken and Mike were
fettling the Skylark I-TATA for the
Competitions.

~We were sent to fetch the second
Capstan out of the back of the hangar,
Weaving it in and out of the Eagle tips,
under the Skylark cockpits and round
the winch, in the echoing hangar, pre-
sented the sort of crises where my gon-
dola phrase seemed inadequate.
. If only someone would hold one wing-
Up only and leave go of everything else !
And 1 remembered Bill's advice:

Lasham Dairy.” I shouted, and at once

On aero-tow.

everybody let go of everything—Odd
language, this Italian.

Looking back now, we are comforted
to find that, in spite of the frustrating
weather, each pilot had at least one day’s
good flying.

Giorgio struggled round Welford and
Shillingford Bridge. I am sure there is
no [Italian word for “inversion™. When
we reached him in his field (downwind,
downhill, surrounded by a cobweb of
telegraph and power wires and a high
hedge), he was giving dozens of cheering
children the time of their lives, Never
have English children been given such a
welcome by any glider pilot.

During the practice week Adele at-
tempted an out-and-return to Shaftes-
bury from Lasham to establish a 200-km.
women’s record for Italy. It was a diffi-
cult day and she very nearly got back,
landing at Middle Wallop late in the
evening.

It is said that some Continental tele-
phones are troubled with delays. It took
Adele only an hour and a half to get
through from Middle Wallop to Her-
riard. However, by the time her call
came through, Bill was back from work
and able to fetch her with the Auster.

"May 20th was the day for Fish and
Chips in Ipswich.
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It was William Guisti's turn to fly and
he hoped to get his 300-km. goal flight
by declaring Great Yarmouth via Ketter-
ing. Unfortunately he found it impossible
to get as far north as Kettering so he
gave up hope of his Gold C and flew the
free distance to Tunstall, near Bentwater
Airfield. His was the third longest
(League 2) flight of the day, so we all
felt very pleased.

We found the glider in good time,
de-rigged it safely into the trailer by the
last light of the day. But we couldn't
find the pilot or the farmer. William
spoke French but no English. Was it
possible that he had mislaid the “under-
standing form™ that we had given him
to present to the farmer and to ask for
help with the telephone, and that he had
been swept off to the local police
station? But no! All was well. He was
at a housing estate some way away
where an Italian housewife was giving
him a great welcome!

With the depressing weather of the
last days of the Nationals we felt more

and more guilty. Here was something we
could not improve, even for the Orsis.

Whatever memories the Orsis may
have of the British Nationals, 1 shall
remember most of all their constant kind
appreciation of everything, their enjoy-
ment of the countryside and of all the
people they met, the meals they ate and
the plans that were made for them,
their sympathetic understanding of all
the work that went into the organisation
of the whole competition fortnight. For
our part it was a very real pleasure to
share in it, and we look forward to meet-
ing them here again.

FERELYTH WILLS

YATELEY 2152

THREE COUNTIES
AERO CLUB LTD.

Blackbushe Airport, Nr. Camberley, Surrey

Special Courses for Glider Pilots to obtain
Private Pilot's Licence

Normal Courses for Private Pilot’s Licence
Night Flying—Instrument Flying
Charter and Pleasure Flying

Residential Courses available

C.F.l. Mr. Derek Johnson
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League 2

by ARTHUR DOUGHTY

I won League 2 by a narrow margin
of 45 points, and in less minutes after
the prizegiving than the number of
points I had won by, your editor
approached me and said, “*Ah — one
of the penalties of winning is to write
an article for SAlLPLANE AND GLIDING.”
This 1 find is the more difficult task.

It is said confession is good for the
soul, but confessions are only admis-
sible if obtained in accordance with the
rules — judges’, not contest. Anyway, 1
have little to confess, cxceit that I was
flying an urdinar?; Skylark 3 weighed
down by all the paraphernalia of
modern soaring such as oxygen, artificial
horizon, radio, batteries and a multi-
plicity of instruments. Perhaps my
ground station call sign, *Peter Pan”,
had someihin%)ato do with my success,
but at 200 1b, bare weight I would hardly
qualify for the flying ballet in the panto-
mime, even though 1 got mixed up with
a few aerial circuses during the Cham-
pionships.

The first task for League 2 was a
100-km. triangle, Lasham-Welford-Shil-
lingford Bridge Hotel-Lasham, There
was a promise of bikini-clad damsels
sunning themselves on the lawns at the
second turning-point. I suspect this was
a subtle ploy to encourage pilots down
to, or below, 1,000 metres when round-
ing the turning-point, rather than
threaten sanctions against those who
turned too high. I think most competi-
tors would have willingly foregone the
leasurable scene at the turning-point
or the greater security of 1,000 metres.

Launch times were frozen, and when
I took off some 35 minutes later than
my selected time I soon found myself
eaggling™ south-cast of the airfield.
After sampling the local air for about
alf-an-hour, 1 took leave of Lasham
gnri crossed the start line at just over
<000 feet.

. The course was well marked by the
incvitable “‘gaggles” which seem to thrive
'n conditions of blue thermals and low
altitudes, The ‘“gaggling” habit is
Sxiremely difficult to break. bnt until

Inspector A. W. Doughty, of the Metro-
politan Police. (Courtesy Times Photo-
graphic Service, Richmond.)

we do, rates of climb will continue to
be poor and overall speeds suffer in
consequence, | do not claim to be guilt-
less in this respect, but I found it more
profitable at times to break away and
find a thermal of my own, if only for
a few minutes.

The first turning-point at Welford has
been used many times in previous com-
petitions, and it was found on this
occasion without difficulty, The second
turning-point was rounded some 35
minutes later at about half the maxi-
mum permitted height, but I failed to
see any bathing beauties, although the
turning-point  markers were clearly
visible.

The final leg followed the Thames
Valley for several miles, and the area
around Wallingford gave rise to a little
difficulty. In common with several
others, I headed west over the high
ground of the Berkshire Downs, where
things were a little easier. About 10 miles
out from Lasham the race noticeably
started to speed up, not on account of
any imoprovement in conditions but

309



rather an attempt to knock a few
minutes off the time taken for the race.
This proved to be the undoing of several
competitors, who landed a few miles
short of Lasham. At Basingstoke 1 cal-
culated I needed 1,900 feet. Remember-
ing how 1 landed short on two occasions
at Aston Down — once in a field
adjoining the aerodrome — 1 took a
few hundred feet for luck. 1 crossed
the boundary with my few hundred
feet still in hand and found it useful to
take me to the League 2 trailer park
at the east end of the aerodrome. Per-
haps not the stuff true champions are
made of; however. it did get me back
ccmfortably.

At briefing on the first Sunday: met. man Russell Johnson, Ann Welch, Ray Longman

north-west of Newbury, where, at about
800 feet, I got in on the ground floor
of a thermal which eventually took me
up to 3,100 feet, the best height of the
day by a margin of some 500-600 feet.
I sct course across the western out-
skirts of Newbury and calculated that
two more thermals to that height would
just about get me back to Lasham. How-
ever, it was not to be. A few circles
south of Greenham Common were fol-
lowed by a long glide to Kingsclere,
where no less than twenty machines
from both Leagues landed.

Scoring on this day was worth ap-
proximately twenty points per mile and
I actually threw a couple of hundred

and Derrick Goddard.

Sunday, 17th May produced similar
conditions for an out-and-return race to
South Marston Aerodrome. Soon after
crossing the start line | found myself
down to about 700 feet over the Basing-
stoke by-pass with an Eagle even lower
and a Skylark 3. No. 177, on the
ground, and both these machines were
being flown by League 1 pilots! After
a slow climb 1 made reasonable pro-
gress and got quite used to working in
a narrow height band of between 1,500
and 2,500 feet. The outward leg took
just over 1 hour 20 minutes and aver-
aged 30.5 m.p,h. The return journey
against the wind was much slower, par-
ticularly the section between South
Marston and Membury.

I left a gaggle south-cast of Mem-
bury and started a long glide to the

feet or more away to go into my
selected grass field which contained one
machine and was later shared by another.
(One field in the district had seven
machines in it.) Memo to self; in future
work out roughly what the points per
mile will be in the event of no one
completing a race.

Wednesday. 20th May provided League
2 with its third, and what proved to be
final, task -— free distance. The met.
men forecast westerly winds, 270°, 14
knots at 4,000 feet in the south, increas-
ing to 260°, 18 knots in the north. For
those who were prepared to go crosswind
to the north there was a promise of
waves in the lee of the Pennines. In
theory, this should allow one to increase
distance by staying in the air until well
into the ecvening. On the other hand,
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first launch for League 2 was scheduled
for 13.30 and I was well down the ballot
for launch times. The first time avail-
able to me was 14.18 and a start as
late as this called for some flight plan-
ning.

Pﬁorthwards. about 120 miles and four
hours flying time away would place me
just in the lee of the Pennines. North-
castwards, the Norfolk coast between
Cromer and Great Yarmouth is about
160 miles from Lasham. Bearing in mind
that one has to go north to start with
to clear London Control, the tailwind
component would then bring the coast
within fairly easy reach. The thought
of paddling in the sea in the late after-
noon, although pleasant, was marred by
the thought of others pressing on north-
wards in waves (literally and figura-
tively) in the dazzling brlliance of the
sctting sun. The scales were tipped in
favour of the northern route, more so
when launch times were advanced by
over an hour.

A fumble north of Basingstoke slowed
me down, but from then on for the next
hour or so conditions were at their best
for the whole competition period and
no “‘gaggles”. Good thermals gave
about 500 f.p.m., Booker passed by
underneath in just an hour and 1 hour
20 minutes saw me in home territory at
Cheddington. But ahead, stretching as
far as 1 could see in a roughly W.S.W.-
E.N.E. direction, was a mass of dark,
dead-looking cloud with no sign of a
break to either side or beyond. There
scemed little point in pressing on north-
wards into the murk. and I turned east.
An investigation of the murk seemed
to confirm my suspicions and I decided
1o keep to the south of it where there
was sunshine and small cumulus. 1 think
this was a correct tactical decision, a
view reinforced by the decision of my
crew, who also turnmed east when they
saw the advancing murk.

As T tried to make a north-easterly
track for the greatest distance into East
Anglia, the advancing murk pushed me
gradually south across Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire and Essex. In the course
of my travels [ picked up with several
other competitors who also appeared
to have come to the same decision about
the murk, Just west of Wormingford
Airfield 1 was again fortunate in getting
In on the ground floor of a thermal,

and with mixed feelin%s saw the Guil IV
(Rr?er Dickson) just fail to contact and
land on the airfield. The remainder of
the little group which had gathered
together in the previous few miles
climbed up and headed further east.
After passing north of Colchester, the
coast at Harwich came into view. A
last climb to about 4,300 feet and then
north-east into the murk, for a final
glide in smooth air to a landing at But-
ley, 125 miles from Lasham.

This flight put me in the lead by a
narrow margin. The next four days
passed by with many briefings but no
contest. Finally Sunday, 24th May, and
the task for that day was scrub at
the last minute. And so the 1964 cham-
pionships ended with a thunderstorm
and torrential rain after a frustrating
spell of weather for all concerned.

BACK or SEAT TYPE NYLON
sanee PARACHUTES

:;co:_lly ;ih’a“d SEAT TYPE e
e | 58 105,05
sl BACK TYPE

ready 1o wse~ | £10 105, 3

Antikink CAR TOWING CABLE

as approved and used by Lasham Gliding
Society, breaking strain 2,160 Ibs.
4,000 1. per drum

—only £35 perdrum—carr. extra
Reconditioned R.A.F. Steel grey Lightweight

FLYING p. & p. 3/6
SUITS 42, 6 o o

STOCKS OF HIGH ALTITUDE USA FLYING OVERALLS
TROUSERS, GLOVES ETC, Send s.a.e for leaflot

Irving Mk. 32 Parachutes
with current airworthiness certificates.
Only £32

TARPAULIN & TENT Mfg. Co.

101-3 Brixton Hill London S.W.2
Telephone TULse Hill 0121 (4 lines)
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It’s almost like floating on air

Towing can be this smooth on a lower centre of gravity for exceptional
Rubery Owen independent suspen- roadholding and easier towing.
sion. The torsion bars give 4 inches Independent suspension makes a
of independent movement to each world of difference to towing. Fit a
wheel and the whole unit allows a Rubery Owen axle to your trailer. *

. Rubery, Owen & Co., Limited, Trailer Equipment Division, P.O. Box 10,
Darlaston, Wednesbury, Staffs. Tel: James Bridge 3131.
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BOOK REVIEW

The Law of Clubs, by J. F. JoSLING and L. ALEXANDER. Published
1964 by Oyez Publications. Price £3 3s. (Also obtainable from B.G.A.
Office at £3 3s., plus Is. 6d. postage.)

IONEL ALEXANDER, the co-author of this volume, is best known to readers

of SAILPLANE & GLIDING as a very competent glider pilot: he is, however, also
a Barrister-at-law of the Inner Temple, and it is evident that an enormous amount of
research has preceded the writing of this book. It consists of nearly 200 pages
of erudite legal disquisition, plus three Appendices comprising model rules for a
members’ club, or an unincorporated association, or a proprietary club, while
Appendices IV and V extract the “meat” from the Licensing Act. 1961, and the
Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act, 1963. Preceding the Introduction are Tables of
Cases, Statutes and Rules, while at the end of the book is a comprehensive Index.

Dipping casually into this volume one's attention is caught by something of
interest on almost every page. Did you know that an association of more than 20
persons formed to carry on a business for gain must be registered under the
Companies Act, 19487 Chapter 7, on Club Lotteries and Gaming in Clubs, is of
especial interest in these days when “one-armed bandits” are stationed in almost every
club bar or lounge. It discloses pitfalls for the unwary; for instance, that not more
than two machines must be available in any one building.

There is, it appears, no firm answer to the question as to the stage at which a
syndicate or private-owner group should be defined as a club; indeed. a club which
is not in some way incorporated seems to have no legal existence so long as its
activities do not involve contact with persons outside it.

The paper jacket describes this work as ‘‘a complete exposition of the general
law affecting clubs of all kinds”, As such it would be prudent for every gliding
club Secretary to possess a copy, for it will provide the answer to every query and
be the arbiter in any dispute over the interpretation of the club rules.

J.E.G.H.
CORRESPONDENCE

DOWN WITH THE TREADMILL

Dear Sir,

May 1 suggest that an “all-for-soaring” policy, which denigrates the humble
circuit flight, is likely to increase treadmilling?

Excessive soar-mindedness in a club can easily lead to (i) club gliders only
flying on about 20 days per year, (ii) a tendency for them then to finish up broken,
because their pilots have minimal experience of flying below 1,000 ft. So the com-
mittee soon face a financial crisis and the treadmill grinds furiously in a spate of
cxtra courses and recruiting campaigns, aimed at return to solvency. Messrs. Procter
and Minton's “flat rate” type of payment clearly makes financial sense, but it can
hardly hope to deal with this kind of situation.

It is a sad thought that, while 60 circuits might provide experience helpful if a
cable breaks or a field landing is needed, five hours in thermals contributes exactly
nothing to prang-resistance. Also, that one gives up gliding (after consuming a
large quantity of instructor effort) if one can't get enmough launches to become
competent.

Enthusiasm for soaring, beer and girls flourishes without need of encouragement.
But some propaganda in support of circuit-flights and launch-rates is needed if there
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is to be any money left for the beer and/or girls.
I shall open next month’s SAILPLANE & GLIDING full of hope.
R. L. FORTESCUE.

Cambridge.

UNITS FOR POLAR DIAGRAMS

Dear Sir.

Could it be made a condition of publication that all polar diagrams are in an
agreed set of standard units? I suggest knots and feet per second. Comparison is
going to be a slide rule job if we don’t do this before polars become popular.
Alternatively knots, km./hour, m.p.h., ft./sec. and metres/sec. could be included on
separate scales on the same polar.

It has been suggested to me that a useful yardstick of performance would be
“the speed achieved at a gliding angle of 1:20™ (i.e. 100 knots would be a goal to
be reached). This could be marked on each polar diagram.

Birmingham,

GLIDING CERTIFICATES

GOLD C HEIGHT LEGS

JoaN HICKLING.

Name ¢ Club - Date
D. H. Darbishire Surrey Gliding Club 27.8.63
SILVER C CERTIFICATES
No. Name Club 1963 & 4 No. Name Club 1963 & 4
1390 P. W. Hoskin Surrey 7.3 1400 D. W. Tanner Clevelands 1.5
1391 F. C. 55 Moonrakers R.A.F. 25.3 1401 M. G. Miller Northamptonshire 14.5
1392 A. D. Freeman Suorrey 5.4 1402 W, E. Malpas Bristol 16.5
1393 D. E. Tomlin Imperial College 11.4 1403 C. D. Lovell Surrcy 14.5
1394 D, 5. Wiggles- 1404 D. J. Candler London 14.5
worth Cambridge Univ. 11.4 1405 T. N, McGee London 15.5
1395 P. M. H. Tread 1406 N, D. Thaicher Surrey 15.5
away Essex 8.4 1407 A. Davie London 10.5
1396 B, C. Danicls E. Anglian R.AF. 26.3 1408 P, J, Partridge  Coventry 10.5
1397 H. R. Poxon White Rose R.AF. 184 1409 J, A, Sangsicr B.E.A. Silver Wing 11.4
1398  Partricia J. Simp- 1410 P. Dainton-
son Yorkshire 13.4 White Swindon 14.5
1399 A. Hyde Aden Servicss 16.4
C CERTIFICATES
Gliding Club Gliding Club Gliding Club
i or School Hame or School Nante . or School
1. A. Liutle Cheviots P. Edgeley Doncaster N, V. Wilcox London
D. B. Measures Cornish W. T. Harvey Staffordshire R. G. D, Bruce Midland
P. W. Hoskins Surt&y R. G. Lloyd 631 G.5. R. W. Johnson  Staffordshire
P. G. Wills 632 G.S. H. Maltby Chjlhierns R. Edwards Clevelands
1. M, Mason Cranwell P. Browne Surrey A. L. Lamb Four Countics
P.J. G. Sanders Cranwell D. M. Kell Lasham R. T. Kelly Imp. College
;’. é{agﬁn ;)onaw:r M. 1. W. Har- = I M&cd W,
B ] urrey per risto ridge Imp. College
P.R. Horne  Surrey B.F, Howell  Laarbruch W.F Ketney Essx .
R. B. McLeod  Bristol R. Gordon Surrey M. A, Collins  Midland
P. D. Curtis 621 G.S. R. P, Barnes Surrey D. A. J, Sparks 613 G.5.
L. J. Gardner London A. Linee Dorset P. S. Strugnell  E. Anglian
F. Sillick Surrey G. F. Jesier- A F. R. Brown Cormnish
G. McRae Essex ski Polish A .F.A. C. Donaldson Aden Services
G. F. Stilgoe Coventry A. R. Squibbs ~ West Wales W. F. McCaffrey Chilterns
G. Palmer 621 G.S. J. M. Scont Cambridge J. L. Cheeseman Dencaster
R. J. Wilson Essex University A. B. Webb Cornish
R.C. V. Arm- Ulster & R. A. Graves London 1. E. Watts-
strong Shorts C. H. Friend B.E.A. Silver Phillips E.T.P.S.
1. Day Chilterns Wing A. O. Boyle Southdown
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Obituary

J. B. TALBOT WEISS, the son of
José Weiss, who designed the glider in
which Gordon England made the first
British soaring flight in 1909, described
his father's work in a notable book,
“Gliding and Soaring Flight” (1923); he
did so later at the Kronfeld Club and
again in SAILPLANE & GLIDING for June,
195}?. on the 50th anniversary of the
flight.

DR. A. PETER THURSTON. who
assisted Sir Hiram Maxim with his work
on flying machines between 1903 and
1910, became the first British Doctor of
Science in Aeronautics in 1913, and has
died at the age of 80, was a member of
the Technical Committee of the British
Gliding Association for a time around
1933.

D. M. T. MORLAND

Owner of Gliding Certificate No. 8,
Denys Morland was the second ab initio
pupil to get a British A Certificate, which
he did on 30th July, 1930, during the
London Club's c¢amp on Ivinghoe
Beacon. He flew his C on 8th July, 1931,
after the Club had moved to Dunstable
Downs.

Morland was pcssessed of superabun-
dant energy. and did much to keep the
London Gliding Club alive during its
difficult early days. He would explode
on arriving at the Club to find people
merely standing around talking, and
within a few minutes launches would be-
gin. He would often take home portions
of broken Dagling and mend them in
time for the following week-end. He
certainly necded to do so on that famous
occasion, 18th January, 1931, when a
gale blew up Dunstable Downs and
Morland deemed it a suitable day for
ab initios ready for their A Certificates
to have their first launches off the hill-
top. Their reaction to the howling wind
and turbulence was to push the stick
hard forward, and before long one had
hit a haystack and another had been
blown into the hill, and there was
nothing left to fly. After that, any

w;sdterly gale used to be called *a Mor-
land™.

Morland worked as a bee expert at the
Government Experimental Station at
Rothamsted, and brought in several re-
cruits from there to the club. With one
of them, H. L. Richardson, he built a
Wren in his garage at Harpenden; it
cost them 2,000 man-hours spread over
two years, and £30 for materials. The
result, known as the “White Wren", took
the air in November, 1935. At the open-
ing meeting of the Camphill site at
Easter, 1936, Richardson flew it 33 miles
on a cold front. and at that year's
Nationals Meorland won a Daily Prize
for the greatest number of “beats” to
and fro along Bradwell Edge—he totted
lilp3gO beats in two hours. They sold it in

938.

After that, Morland lived near New-
bury, and revisited the London Club
only once. He had survived the First
World War, becoming a Major and
winning the Military Cross, but lost his
life in a motoring accident on 17th April
this year.

A.E S

AIR TOURING SHOP

Elstree Aerodrome
The Firsi Completa Aviation Store for Glider, Private,
Es ive Pilots and P. huti
AIR TOURING FLIGHT GUIDES
NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS
MAPS, CHARTS & GLOBES
AERAD FLIGHT GUIDES
SAFETY EQUIPMENT
RADIO EQUIPMENT
FLYING CLOTHING
PARACHUTES
JEPPESEN
SHORROCK Radios, [Sales & Service Distributors)

Disttibulors for AIRTOUR Products (U.K.]
A.P.R, Products (U.5.A.)

Please visit us or write for catalogue
NO LANDING FEE CHARGED TO PILOTS VISITING THE

AIR TOURING SHOP
AIR TOURING AND GENERAL AVIATION
SERVICE LIMITED
ELSTREE AERODROME, HERTS.
Elstrem 4870
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Advertisemenis, with remilttance, should be sent to Cherion Press Lid,, 3 Cork 5i., London, W.].
(Regent 5301). Rate 1/- a word. Minimum 15/-, Box numbers 4/- .extra. Replies to Box numbers
should be sent to the same address.

PUBLICATIONS

“AUSTRALIAN GLIDING"—monthly
journal of the Gliding Federation of
Australia. Editor, Gary Sunderland. Sub-
scription 30 shillings Australian, 24
shillings Sterling or 4.25 dollars U.S. and
Canada. Write for free sample copy,
“Australian  Gliding”, Box 1650M,
G.P.O., Adelaide.

“MODEL AIRCRAFT"—Official Jour-
nal of the Society of Model Acro-
nautical Engineers. Features, contest-
winning model designs, constructional
articles, photographs and reports of
international and national contests. 1/6
monthly from any newsagent. Send for
specimen copy free from *“Model Air-
craft”, 19-20 Noel Street, London, W.1.
PUT yourself in the Picture. Buy AIR
PICTORIAL each month for the world
air view in pictures and features. Reports
and photos of aircraft of historic interest
also modern light aircraft and sailplanes,
military aviation news, spotters’ note-
book, etc. Price 1/6 from your news-
agent. For free specimen copy send 6d.
in stamps to Dept. S.G. Magazines and
Publications Ltd,, 2 Breams Buildings,
London, E.C.4.

FOR SALE (contd.)

CADET [ wings and struts — good
condition — offers, Wanted — instru-
ments. 47 Claremont Road, Whitley
Bay.

FOR SALE. Auster Tugmaster. Available
on completion of C. of A. Details from:
Mansell, 32 Waverley Crescent, Romsley,
nr. Halesowen, Worcs, (Romsley 497).

FOR SALE. T-21, closed cockpit. trim-
mer, basic instruments, available -
tember. Offers over £750 to Mansell,
32 Waverley Crescent, Romsley, Nr.
Halesowen, Worcestershire (Romsley
497).

EAGLE 1958, last two C. of As by
Slingsby expires May, 1964. Two Cosim
onc Cook WVarios, two Turn and Slip,
two Silver Zinc batteries, manufacturers’
trailer completely reconditioned and re-
painted recently, radio fitted plus ground
set, one parachute, Compass, two AS.I.,
two Altimeters, Clock. Total flying time
since new 275 hrs. Perfect condition.
Offers : Box No. S.G. 180.

GRUNAU BABY and TUTOR. Both
with current C. of A, £275 and £150.
Apply : Manager, London Gliding Club.

SLOPE SOARING with a radio control
model sailplane is a fascinating pastime
and a typical phase of aeromodelling.
Read about this and other aeromodelling
subjects in Aeromodeller, the world’s
leading model magazine. published
monthly, price 2/-. Model Aeronautical
arg; Lid., 38 Clarendon Road, Watford,

“SOARING” — Official organ of the
Soaring Society of America. Edited b
Alex Dawydoff. Address: Box 66071,
Los Angeles, California 90066, U.S.A.
Subscription, $500 outside U.S.A.; apply
to your Post Office for a form.

FOR SALE

A SMARTER race of glider drivers is
a certainty if they wear the small size
real silver and gold *“C” badges, 4"
diameter. Silver, lapel fitting 15s., pin
fitting 10s. Gold, lapel fitting £4 15s.
Please send certification number when
ordering. Charles Green, Regent Street,
Ieamington Spa.

GRUNAU 28. Good condition, complete
with instruments and trailer. Full canopy.
12 months C. of A, May be inspected at
Rearsby Aerodrome, Leicester, at week-
ends. £400. P. Smith, 1 Silver Street,
Whitwick, Leicester. Tel.: Coalville 3066.

OLYMPIA 2, excellent condition, low
hours, current C. of A., basic instruments.
£550. Trailer available. Box 5.G. 179.

OLYMPIA 2 with trailer, basic instru-
ments. Parachute and Barograph. Current
C. of A. Complete outfit £800 o.n.o.
Box No. S.G. 178.

PARACHUTES. Seat or back type, com-
plete with pack, harness and quick-
release mechanism. £10 plus §/- carr.
Ex-R.A.F. surplus, sent on approval
against remittance. THOS. FOULKES
ISG), Lansdowne Road, London, E.11.
Tel. LEYtonstone 5084,

Skylark 2. Large canopy. In excellent
condition with new C. of A. Would
exchange for Oly. 2B. Offers. Box 175.
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FOR SALE [contd.)

RHONBUZZARD SAILPLANE, excel-
lent condition, C. of A, until February,
1965. Fine S.S. Ply trailer and parachute.
Say £350. Rudd, Keenthorne House, Fid-
dington, Bridgwater, Somerset.

WANTED

BACK ISSUES: Sailplane and Gliding
at §s. each, Vol. 8; 3, 5. Vol. 9; 1, 3, 6.
Vol. 11; 3 ch!y, Airmail, to: D, Jen-
kins, 200 Main Street, Essexville, Michi-
gan, US.A.

SKYLARK 2B, Excellent condition
(250 hrs.). C. of A. Basic instruments
and trailer. £1,100. Sproul, 1 Belgrave
Crescent Lane, Edinburgh 4.

SKYLARK 2 (modified as 2B) very good
condition less instruments, £800. 1. Paul,
31 Tudor Drive, Tanfield, Newcastle-on-
Tyne.

SWALLOW 1962, current C. of A., full
instruments mcludmg Crossfell vario,
Complete with trailer. £800 o.n.o. Lil-
kurn, 2 Astley Drive, Whitley Bay.
TRAILER; ideal club use, very robust,
excellent condition. Interior 26” x 4" 6" x
5* 9”. Lights, winkers, spare wheel,
ancd 463; take any 15-metre or Skylark
2. 3, 4. Bargain, £120. Bill Wills or
I)awd Darbishire, Lasham.

TRAILER, lightweight, fabric-covered
plywood, tows well, suitable for most
aircraft. £150 o.n.0o. Seen Dunstable,
Box No. S.G. 173.

URGENTLY — T31 or 21. Full details
to 47 Claremont Road, Whitley Bay,
Northumberland. Tel. 23382,

WANTED a Skylark 3 without trailer,
Offers to Hon. Sec.,, R.N.G. and S.A..
Lt Cdr. L. D. Vine, RN, HMS,
Vernon, Portsmouth, Hampshire.

SITUATIONS VACANT

MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB requires
Ground Engineer/Assistant Course In-
structor. Apply Mansell, 32 Waverley
Crescent, Romsley, nr, Halesowen, Wor-
cestershire. Romsley 497,

TUTOR Mk. 11 with Mk. 111 wings,
modification No., 80 carried out by
Slingsbys May 1964. Aircraft resprayed,
C. of A. April, 1965. Fitted spoilers and
canopy. £200 o.n.o. Box No. SG 174,
T31s, spoilered, with instruments, excel-
lent condition £350 o.n.o. Full details
from: Warren, 19 Fox Hill, Combe
Down, Bath,

WELDED STEEL TRAILER, fitted for
Ka-6. Canvas cover, sound but incom-
glétc Seen Cambridge. Offers to Box No.

1963 SWALLOW This machine is almost
brand new. Has been very little used and
is in beautiful condition, Many extras
include rounded wing tips, modified
mlerons. rudder and elevator farings and
full instrumentation. Complete with a
new 26 ft. trailer. Price, glider £350 or
offer. Trailer £150 or offer. Contact:
Harry Boal, Polperro, 20 March Lane,
Cherry Hinton, Cambridge. Phone : Cam-
bridge 48796.

SITUATIONS WANTED

SINGLE MAN, wide gliding experience,
categorised instructor, approved inspec-
tor, sound theoretical and practical train-
ing seeks design, managenal, instructing
or similar post within the movement
(British Isles preferred). Box No. S.G.
177.

PERSONAL

NEW STANDARD AUSTRIA SH 1964.
Anyoue interested in joining syndicate to
operate in Southern England from April,
1965 7 Mackenzie, Officers’ Mess, R.AF.,
Briiggen B.F.P.O. 42.

COI.IRSES

DEVON AND SOMERSET Ghdmg
Club. Special two-week “Cert. B"
courses, also “Task Weeks” for Cert.
“C” holders and upwards. Holiday
courses for all. Thermal, Ridge and
Wave soaring. 9-13 gns. Hotel accom-
modation extra. Bunkhouse. caravan and
camp site available. Apply: Course Sec.,
“Sunnybank™, Pencross, cmyock. Cul-
lompton, Devon.

It will, of course, be undersiood that the British Gliding Amdafl'm cannot accept responsibility

for the claims made by advertisers in

"*Sailplane and G
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CLUB NEWS -

f

TH.E last date for news for inclusion in the October issue is 12th August, and
should be sent to me at 14 Little Brownings, London, S.E23, typed double
spaced on foolscap please. And don’t forget we are always pleased to receive

photographs.
15th June

AVRO

HE T-21B has arrived at Woodford,
and everyone seems to be delighted
with it. There was a big turn-out on the
first day it was flown, and our youngest
flying member, Peter Berry, qualified for
his A and B certificate in the Cadet. Pete
is one of the Company apprentices and
was just 16 on his first solo.

In February the Woodford wave struck
with a wvengeance. In a S.E. wind the
Skylark contacted lift at 700 feet, and
for most of the day the Skylark pilots
enjoyed some welcome soaring. Lift of
15 feet a second was recorded at 1,000
feet. Ron Brocklehurst flew for some 15
minutes in the wave and became the first
club member to complete his C flight in
the Cadet.

The Skylark is visiting a number of
soaring sites and the more optimistic of
our pilots have been observed huddled
round brand new Air Maps. Let us hope
that their plans are successful, i

BATH

SINCE last we appeared in print we
have enjoyed some profitable week-
ends as well as sharing with fellow clubs
the disappointing weather of the early
season,

Our first ever A.G.M. saw quite a few
changes on the committee. Some of the
handful who started the club felt that

YvonNeE BonuHaM, Club News Eidtor.

the time had come to hand over the
reins to others who may have some
bright ideas to further its smooth run-
ning and expansion.

One of those to resign was Fred
Warren, our original secretary. It was
mainly due to Fred's foresight and hard
work that the club exists at all. Our
thanks go out to him and we wish Bob
Fhir'r'): who has taken over “the best of
UcK !

Bill Hole, who is an ex-captain of
Bristol Bulldogs" speedway team and
who keeps us amused for hours on non-
flyable days. recounting his experiences
complete with actions and sound effects,
was voted into the chairman’s seat and
he is to combine this with the post of
transport officer.

Bill has an amazing knack of acquir-
ing vehicles for auto-towing. His latest
addition to our growing list consists of
two Mk. VII Jags and another V8.

Flying-wise—our list of Grunau pilots
grows, Four more members have gained
A and B and all the Swallow syndicate
members now boast at least a C.

Vince Griffith, who instructs with us
and also flies as a member of the Bristol
Club, got in his five hours in thermal
from Nympsfield.

Gordon Mealing declared Great Yar-
mouth one rather blustery week-end but
decided that conditions were unfavour-
able after he was airborne so spent just
over two hours exploring all the ridges
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He had the rather shattering experi-
ence of having the Swallow blown almost
on to its back by a particularly violent
gust off one of the spurs.

R.N.S.

BLACKPOOL and FYLDE

OUR rather long absence from these
pages does not mean that we have
been in any way inactive. it merely
denotes idleness on the part of our
screed writer. On the contrary, we have
had quite a busy time at our Home Site
at Blackpool during the unusually mild
winter.

As is our usual practice, we moved
all our equipment to Samlesbury Airfield
at the end of April and will be flying
there until about the middle of October.

It is always a pleasure to report C
flights and the members concurred are
Malcolm Eaves, our Chief Engineer, and
18-year-old schoolgirl Jane Murdock. In-
cidentally, Jane's thermal was so strong
that, befyore‘ she had quite realised what

was happening, she was rapidly entering
an interesting cloud. Had she not obeyed
instruction and opened the dive brakes,
we might have been recording another
Silver C height at Samlesbury.

Terry Hogben has just gone solo in
the EoN Baby. Harry Hargreaves, Mar-

The Bristol Club’'s Swallow, with (l. to r.) Thelma Barrett, Ann Wales, Rex Garland,

tin Fish, and Howard Sturrock are now
flying the club Olympia 2s.

A camp was held at Bicester in May
and attended by Gordon Bleasdale, Ivor
Stretch, John Gibson, Ken Cooper and
Gil Haslam. The two aircraft taken were
the club Olympia and the privately-
owned Skylark 3. Needless to say, we
are excecdingly grateful to Andy Gough
for his generosity. TRk

BRISTOL

AT the end of April and early May
we held a four-day contest which
we hoped would get a full regional rat-
ing. However, as has been known to
happen in the best of contests, we were
foiled by the weather, achieving only
two contest days.

The entry was fully subscribed and
the overall winner after the second flying
day's race to Bicester was the Skylark 3
flown by J. Smoker and N. C. Moreland,
second was Tony Gaze in his Austria,

The Club was recently presented with
a fine cup by its President, Sir Egbert
Cadbury, and it has been decided to
award this to the winner of the Nymps-
field Competitions, which will in future
bﬁ of a week’s duration and held annu-
ally.

On the last day of the contest, 3rd

-
- "

Chris Dart, Nancy Duggan and Ken Brown.
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May, three pilots who had elected to
overfly Bicester and head for Great Yar-
mouth, for 300 km.. reached their goal.
They were Geoff McBroom in a Ka-6,
Tom Bradbury in a Skylark 4 and Keith
Chard in a Skylark 2. Jim Webster fell
short at Peterborough.

The conditions at Nympsfield this year
have so far been poor, but on 9th May
Hugh Arden flew to Bicester for his
Silver distance, on 14th May Vince
Griffiths did five hours and on 16th May
Bill Malpass got his distance by flying
to Cosford.

Pete Etheridge is in charge of the
courses again this year and has been
flogging round in the T-21 or Capstan
in between the showers. Pete has also
recently taken over as C.F.I. from Alwyn
Sutcliffe.

At the A.G.M. earlier in the year,
chairman Denis Corrick announced a
challenge to the London Gliding Club,
in the form of a trophy to be won by
flying cross-country to the other club’s
site. It will then be held until someone
flies the other way to win it back, There
have been no takers yet!

The 1963 winners of the rest of the
Club’s silverware were presented with
their trophies. The “Evening World™
Trophy for the best height reached went
(once again) to Tom Bradbury. The
Guinness Trophy for the best cross-
country in a Club aircraft went to Jim
Stuart-Menteth.

The Shaun de Salis Memorial Trophy
for the best closed-circuit flight went
jointly to Alwyn Sutcliffe and Rodney
Barrett (for their flight in the Blanik).

The Cyril Uwins Trophy for the best
cross-country flight by a Club member
went to Keith Aldridge (for his Lasham-
Perranporth diamond goal flight), and
the Rex Young Cup for the best pro-
gress by a pupil went to Bill Malli'_a&i»

A.L.S.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY

']"HE outsxagding fiamre of our cross-
country flying this spring was that
over 70 per ccﬁt of the 3& miles logged
by the end of May was flown in closed
circuits. The most prominent flight was
Doug Heyhurst’s dash round the 66-mile
Slazenger Triangle in the Olympia on
30th May.

Using a sea-breeze front which came
right up to Cambridge, Doug managed
to get round in 24 hours and thereby
put in a good bid for the Slazengers’
Trophy. Earlier in May, David Ware
completed his Silver C with a 72 mile
stab to the east coast in the same air-
craft.

Since last October there has been an
astonishing increase in our aero-towing
activity. At present almost a quarter of
all launches provided at Cambridge is
by aero-tow. ween October and the
end of May. our hard-working Tiger
Moth gave 470 tows.

The Club now has a telephone, It was
recently installed in the Clubroom by
the airfield. and on the dial it says
“Teversham 3344".

For the first time the Club did not
enter an aircraft for the National Cham-
pionships. Cambridge was, nevertheless,
represented, since 11 of the competitors
were trained by the C.U.G.C.

G.S. N.

CORNISH

WHEN John Everitt visited us with
the Capstan in April he mentioned
that Silver C distance could be flown by
accident, but Harry Hooper made a very
deliberate flight to Davidstow for his
distance.

To us, Silver C distance is still worth
a song and dance. No one has yet done it
at the first try, and you can only go east
if you wish to keep your feet dry. Harry
did his trip the hard way, up-hill from
an auto-tow. -

There was some interesting soaring
over the Easter week-end, but no great
distance could be covered to the east,
due to a wall of murk which seemed
to cover the rest of the country,

Alan Davie took his Skylark to Silver
height on 13th April, but a low cloud-
base obliged him to make good use of
his instruments. This flight was no acci-
dent either, he told us what was going on
over R.T.

We have plans to further expand and
modernise the Club fleet and frantic
fund-raising is the order of the day,
though with a brace of private Skylark
4's on the field at Easter, things were
looking quite prosperous.

Members showed lively interest in the
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PZL
FLYING INSTRUMENTS

now from stock in the U.K.

Total Energy Variometers — AS.-Turn and Bank Indicators — Artificial
Horizons — Clinometers — Compasses, etc.

NORCO ENGINEERING LIMITED,
Burrell Road, Haywards Heath, Sussex
Telephone:—Haywards Heath 2740
Sole Concessionaires for MOTOIMPORT

Telex:—87189

Club’s affairs at the A.G.M. Emnic Hay-
man continues as Chairman and Tony
Lapham as C.F.I. Together they intend
to get the best flying possible for us out
of this summer.

While not forgetting the good showing
of our own George Collins in League 2
of the Nationals we give our heartiest
congratulations to our neighbour from
Dunkeswell, John Fielden on becoming
Mational Champion.

COVENTRY

HREE teams from the Club, all on

private aircraft, were entered in
League 2 of the Nationals. Michael Hunt
and Mike Smith flew a Skylark 4 into
10th place to win the Firth Vickers
Truphy‘

_Mike Smith really excelled himself in
his first Nationals by flying some 60 or
S0 miles on one day, later declared no
contest, when virtually no one ¢lse man-
aged to soar!

Fhe other two teams were Ivor Tarver
and Alwyn Findon, in an Olympia 463;
and Doctor Gregg with Chris Duthy-
James in the formers Skylark 3s.

! ol
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The Club Skylark 3 was entered in
the Nympsfield competition by Doug
Sadeler and Reg Neep. Doug made a
170-mile flight to the east coast and
Reg flew back to Baginton on the first
week-end,

We have also had some flying from
the home base. Jim MacDonald got his
Kite 1 just over 50 km. for his Silver
distance. John Large did his Silver height
whilst taking Lou Glover's Viking to
Husbands Bosworth,

Doug Findon in the Club Olympia
and Ron Gardner in a private Skylark 2
both landed too short for Silver near
Kettering.

The Club Olympia has been used by
both Ray Stevens and Eric Sower to get
Silver distances with trips to Peter-
borough. Fred Ruhl has done his Silver
distance in the private Skylark 2.

We have not yet, because of various
delays. moved to Husbands Bosworth.
The plans to hold a summer camp there
have been postponed and the final date
for leaving Baginton is still subject to
change for reasons not relating to

liding.
* 1 C.D.D-J,




DERBYSHIRE AND LANCS.

OR once we have had no reason to

curse the weather or the wind, which
has blown regularly from the west. In
consequence hours, launches, A’s, B’s
and C’s have greatly increased in number
compared with similar totals for May
last year.

On the Committee scene Stan Arm-
strong is busy handing over to his suc-
cessor, Mike Newboult as Treasurer,
and Bernard Thomas has handed over
to Mick Kaye the C.F.l.-manship.

We owe a great deal to Bermard and
Stan for their long years of service to
the Club and equally to C. A. Kaye,
Winchmaker-in-Chief for many years,
who retired from the Committee this
year. The standards they have set will
not easily be surpassed.

Although ten cross-countries have been
flown to date, no one has travelled any
immense distance. Harry Midwood
reached Sutton Bank on Sunday to lay
claim to a tankard, as we had lost one
to Rick Prestwich, who flew in from
the Mynd. Meanwhile, many of those
anxious for a Silver C height or distance,
wait patiently for the day.

_ The organisation for the “Northerns™
is now sorted out. By the time these
words are in print the contest may well
have started. We hope all competitors
and crews will have an interesting and
satisfying week, enjoying the fun for
which Camphill Contests are well known.
D. M. K.

DONCASTER

TH'B cross-country season has opened
with a bang. Our Chairman, Jack
Tarr, has done his Gold C distance and
gained a Diamond by aero-towing to
Ringstone Edge and then flying to Great
Yarmouth via Wymswold.

Normally we commence the season
here with a landing on the racecourse
next door. This tradition was upheld on
3rd May by Pete Grime. As he took 2%
hours to cover 500 vards he is now
claiming some sort of record.

The soaring season has brought the
Tug into full use. While the T-21, T-31
and Tutor treadmill turns, a procession
of aspirants are lugged off to the duty
thermal every soarable Sunday.

The 9th May saw our first attempt at
task flying, with a goal race to Ingold-
mells. All sorts of aircraft shot off in
all sorts of directions and although no-
body actually got to Ingoldmells it was
all good fun and one village pub near
Grimsby will never be quite the same
again,

The Nationals come our way on 22nd
May, when a few competitors landed or
were seen in our area. lan Strachan
sampled the “nosh™ at the Chairman’s
café and Paddy Kearon tried the Club-
house ale.

Congratulations to Peter and Honor
Grime on the birth of their h;iaé.lg{ijtcr.

DUMFRIES AND DISTRICT

ALTHOUGH there has been less fly-
ing during the first half of this
year than we would have liked, princip-
ally due to wing modifications to_the
T-31 and Tutor and C. of A. inspections,
we have had more interesting flying
recently than for a long time.

Tinwald Downs aerodrome has never
been much good for thermals as it is
surrounded by the rather damp Lochar
Moss and is also affected by the sea
breeze taking what lift there is away
north from us.

Last year, however, on several occa-
sions very weak lift was found in the
evening and this was worked by the
Tutor as wave, drifting up and down
very gently into wind. It was usually
ably demonstrated by Charlie Park and
was known as Charlie’s wave.

This year we have found it several
times and know a bit more about it—
a good east wind and some tentative
“no sink” may be found at 1,000 ft. but
later in the evening about 9.30 p.m. it
can be up to 3 ft./sec. lift.

On the evening of 24th May Derek
Tough was being sent off for his first
solo and seemed to have trouble losing
height on the approach.

Nothing unusual for a first solo to
land half-way down the runway, but it
is unusual—here, at any rate—for the
second solo to be a soaring flight of 20
minutes and the Tutor, T-31 and Skylark
;':fir:d soon up together until the light

On 3lst May we had a visit from a
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dozen Girl Guides from Kircudbright-
shire, all of them enjoying a flight in the

21"

TTo meet the needs of the Club for a
petter solo machine we have acquired
the Prefect from the Syndicate who are
currently seeking something more ad-
yanced.

We are looking forward to having a
Capstan and expect to keep it fully
occupied for the week and to benefit
from John Everitt’s instruction,

Unfortunately we have to end on a
less happy note as vour correspondent
(sitting on a cushion) admits to bending
the T-31 which is back to the manufac-
wurers leaving us without a two-seater
for the time being—at this time of the
year—Sorry, chaps.

€ 5 e

ESSEX

MUCH has happened since 1 last sent
in a report. Ernic Williams, our
Deputy C.F.I, has been ill for many
wecks in Black Notley Hospital, near

Braintrec. His many friends in other
clubs will however, pleased to know
that he is recovering and that letters

and visitors will be welcome,

Pete Treadaway has completed his

Silver C with a gnc flight in the Club
Swallow from Dunstable to Andrews-
field. Gordon McRae scored another
success by gaining his first Silver C leg
(gain of height).
. Ron Collis, acting Deputy C.F.I. dur-
ing Ernie’s illness, ran a most successful
flying week, the first two days being
devoted to aero-tows (Pete Treadaway
4s tug pilot). During the week Maessrs.
P. Perry and S. Monrose made their first
solo flights.

On 9th May Gus Fletcher, our ener-
getic fund-raiser, assisted by Jack Bar-
low, Richie Carman, Geoff Lubin and
&ai?y others, organised a most successful

hitsun Fayre and Rafile, the high-spot

ing the generosity of Brian Blessed
(alias Fancy Smith of “Z Cars"), who
?Dened the Fayre and worked so hard
tg boost it along. Later he enjoyed
ree flights in the T-21 and became an

Onorary member.

o ¢ also saw our first syndicate formed
€n Messrs. Treadaway & Co. bought

the Weihe £ : -
Syndicate. rom the B.EA. Silver Wing

Finally, the move by the Club mem-
bers in taking over the running of the
Club from the Essex Gliding Club Ltd.
has proved most successful , ., . our bills
are paid, the bank manager smiles and
we even whisper of another glider in the
not too distant future.

J.W.R.U.

GLASGOW AND WEST
OF SCOTLAND

AVING been silent for a few issues,

due to there being very little to

relate, we are happy to report that things
are on the move again.

At a film night a number of members
showed a varied selection of films and
slides of happenings at our own site at
Balgair Moor, Fintry and of gliding at
the Mynd where some of the members
have been on courses.

Qur fifth A.G.M. was held in March.
A number of Committee members re-
tired from office and we wish to thank
them all for their very excellent service
in getting the Club on its feet. We would
welcome John Goodwin as the new
Secretary and the other new Commitiee
members to the Board of Management,

As usuval prior to our commencing
flying on 5th April for the year a lot of
hard work had to be done. The T-2IB
was given its C. of A. and the Tutor,
Land Rover, tractor, main and retrieve
winches checked owver, not to mention
the road facing carried out.

Any members of other Clubs are most
welcome to pay us a visit, if they hap-
pen to be in the locality and weather
permitting we hope to operate every
Sunday so there may be a chance for
them to sample some of our ridge soar-
ing, oxygen equipment comptﬂ:{l‘s?r}g!!

KENT

THE Club now scems firmly estab-
lished at Challock, complete with
signal square and wind sock., We are
now satisfied that the ridge is working
properly, and since the start of the sea-
son four people have completed their
five hours. -

Philip Wills paid us a visit and gave
us a talk on Friday, 10th April, and on
the following Saturday morning he flew
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FINE QUALITY BUILDINGS

-Specially designed to meet Club
House and Hangar requirements

Fine quality fully guaranteed buildings in
CLEAR SPANS of 40’ to 80" al very competitive
prices—from &6/4d. per sq. M. (uninsulated) or
7/10d. per sq. ft. [insulated)—delivered and
erected. Portal frame construction gives maxi-
mum headroom.

COMPLETE THIS COUPON NOW!

Tick whichaver it required.
Dﬂmomdmm I [weith bligation
Please ssk your represeniahive o

contact me for an appoiniment

The dimensions of the building in which | am inlerested
Brer—

state longth...o.ooooooeree WidL i, height, ............... BN & o Lot

R.O.WRIGHT&CO.LTD LOWER WORKS BANBURY OXON

Telephone, Banbury 4271
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from Challock to some place called
Lasham.

QOur Club House—the grandfather and
grandmother of all Club Houses—is
nearing completion and all Club mem-
bers are eagerly awaiting the opening of
the bar and our own private and pre-
fabricated sewage farm.

F.M.K.

LLAKES
A LARGE and representative muster
assembled at the New Inn, Kendal,
en 3rd June for the seventh A.G.M.
Members were gratified to hear the con-
fident tone expressed in reports of our
Chairman and C.F.I. The Chairman said
that important changes of outlook and
palicy had just begun to show their effect
in 1963 and that the improvement had
continued steadily in the first five months
of 1964.

He appealed to all members to con-
tinue their efforts towards higher effi-
ciency and the avoidance of wasted time
so that the results for 1964 will prove
that the Club’s present position is no
mere flash in the pan.

The arrival of a BEC camera team
one day early in May caused a consider-
able flutter in the dovecot. Mr. Len Red-
shaw flying the syndicate Olympia was
acro-towed by the Auster, promptly fol-
lowed by a cameraman flown frem a
winch launch in the T-21.

The results of all this activity appeared
as an interesting little snippet in the
“Points North” programme on Wednes-
day. 3rd June, featuring industrial and
social activities in Barrow. The air-to-
air shots were remarkably good and
reflect credit alike on the cameraman and
the pilots concerned.

Our C.F.I. Ron_ Reid, has becen in-
vestigating a possible soaring site at
Scouts Scar, near Kendal. After remaining
airborne for one and three-quarter hours
fmm a bungey launch, he landed con-
Veniently near his own back door at
Levens.

Thanks to Ernie Dodd, assisted by
Ron Hawkes and Harvey Jackson, the
silver Tutor is flying again with C. of A,
Spoilers and a brand new coat of paint,
This represented the biggest overhaul
Job completed by Club members and
does credit to the hard work and enthu-
Slasm of those responsible.

Congratulations to Jill Redshaw on
being the first lady member to fly solo
from the Lakes Club and to David Millet
who made the first serious cross-country
attempt this year. Released from an aero-
tow at Ireleth, he finally landed at Miln-
thorpe and narrowly missed his Silver C
gain of height in the process.

F.G.R.

LONDON

AFTBR a couple of years as the
Club's Chairman, during which
time several significant improvements
have taken place, Charles Ellis has
passed the job on to Tom Zealley, An-
other major honorary post within the
Club, that of C.F.L, is still ably held
by John Hands, but a proportion of
the ever-increasing work i1s now shared
by Colin Richardson as Chairman of the
Flying Committee; Colin is an R.AF.
pilot and in fact is our only regular
member currently serving in the Forces,

So far the season’s cross-country fly-
ing has been somewhat spasmodic, and
all the worthwhile flights seem to have
been done in two consecutive mid-week
days just before Whitsun. This is largely
a reflection on the weather, but it also
appears that our cross-country enthusi-
asts nowadays satisfy their needs (and
their pockets) in competitions and con-
tent themselves at other times with local
soaring.

On Thursday, 14th May, 100 km, tri-
angles were completed by Stuart Beck
in the Standard Austria and, rather more
leisurely, by Tony Letts in the Weihe.
On the same day Patricia Holmes dog-
legged her way to Lasham to pick up
the Collector’s Plate. The following day
the Standard Austria, this time flown
by John Jeffries, all but completed a
150 km. triangle, whilst Denis Candler
and Patricia Holmes flew 100 km. out
and returns. Terry McGee made a Silver
distance flight to Colchester and your
correspondent  delivered the Sky to
Lasham ready for the Nationals on the
Friday.

The next item on our programme will
be the Dunstable Regionals; several
familiar faces are amongst the visiting
competitors, and we are looking forward
to another exciting, yet friendly, g)n(t:est.
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MIDLAND

NE day in May Ric Prestwich flew

his Skylark 4 from the Mynd to

Camphill. 'lyhe flight must have been

quite interesting with some really low

lows, finally arriving at Camphill below
the hilltop.

Charles Green and Geoff Benson have
acquired the 463 which previously was
operated by the Coventry-Mynd syndi-
cate,

Qur course season is in full swing, The
new bunkhouses are meeting with the
approval of our visitors and the private
rooms are proving popular.

We have had visits from the South
Wales and Southdown Clubs and, of
course, from Cambridge who will be
coming again in September,

An extension to our bar is under con-
struction and will be in the form of a
Snug, which should provide the right
atmosphere,

K.R. M.

NEWCASTLE

FLYING continues in full swing at
Carlton, and present indications are
that this could be a record year. We are
now flying regularly on Wednesday and
Friday evenings as well as weck-ends,
an innovation much appreciated by those
members who find it difficult to get away
from business or family ties at week-
ends.

We have not had a great deal of hill
soaring recently, but on one reasonably
good day Barrie Brighton flew his five
hours in the Kite I and John Ekman was
very unlucky to come unstuck after three
hours in a Skylark 2.

A week or two later David Lilburn
flew by a round about route to our
neighbours, Northumbria, for his Silver
distance, and on the same day C.F.L Ian
Paul flew his Skylark 2 round a 100 km.
triangle in practice for the Nationals. We
were all pleased to see Ian back on form
and congratulate him on making the best
15 metre performance in League 2.

A members’ course started in fine style
at Whit week-end with some good local
soaring, George Rowden and Dave
Stockton both getting their C. Unfor-
tunately the thermal activity did not

seem to extend beyond the moors and
cross-country attempts by Dick Stoddart
and Bill Dyer ended after eight and
nine miles respectively.

The following weck-end saw the re-
appearance of our now familiar east
wind wave and the greater part of the
fleet were soon soaring, but the eventual
formation of orographic cloud over the
site caused a somewhat undignified dash
back to earth!

A group of members recently enjoyed
the hospitality of the 5.G.U. on a Cap-
stan course at Portmoak. Treasurer
Adam Dodds seized the opportunity
to go sight-seeing in the Kite I and com-
pleted his Silver C with a distance of
40 miles. Andy Hardie was unfortunate
to land short in the Weihe with a dis-
tance of 28 miles a day or two later.

B. W. B.

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE

HE period under review has been a

somewhat critical one for the Club.
The move to Cranfield from Podington
took place in early May and with it we
lost a number of members. To add to
our trouble the T-2]1 was damaged and
put out of action for a time. However,
now that we have found our feet at
Cranfield we are looking forward to a
successful year of flying alongside the
College of Aeronautics Club.

Although the weather has not been
very kind a few cross-country flights
have been made. Derek Wilcox reached
Newmarket completing the height and
distance legs of his Silver C and Frank
Rowell flew to Weston Underwood.
Mike Miller completed his Silver C at
Dunstable and H. F. King obtained his
C just before we left Podington.

R.N.W.K.

NORTHUMBRIA

THE past eight weeks have been fairly
eventful and successful in spite of
soaring conditions not being as good as
we might have hoped and a plague of
south winds—our worst direction, The
T-31 has been hard at work; with the
advent of longer days Wednesday even-
ing flying has been resumed.

To the great delight of their syndicate
partners, Rob Gains and Danny Borrits
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made a 1,500 miles high-speed overland
journey to Germany last month to bring
back the Ka-7. Everyone who has flown
it has been very impressed by its
qualities.

It has already achieved some 130
launches and soared under thermal and
wave conditions, The best so far—only
limited by the conscience of Danny
Borrits and Alan Brown for their part-
ners—being 1 hr. 20 min. All in the
syndicate feel the long wait was worth it.

Eleven members spent a pleasant week
at the Long Mynd in early April; maybe
the more advanced pilots having the
better time of it. Qur congratulations go
to Dick Gledson and lan Taylor, who
took their Swallow to the Mynd later,
for each achieving their five hours,

Meanwhile, we welcomed and con-
gratulated the first visitor to land at
Hedley: Dave Lilburn of Newcastle Club,
who mnot only completed his Silver C
distance from Carlton Moor on 18th
April, but did so after making a couple
of substantial detours on the way.

The diesel two-drum winch is now in
continuous service and has helped to in-
crease the launch rate. Drivers find it
considerably easier to handle but there
are still a number of improvements and
adjustments required before we are en-
tirely satisfied.

D.R.B. W.

OUSE
UR A.G.M. was held in May and
appreciation is due to those retiring

Committee members for their efforts
since the Club's inauguration. The

Officials and Committe elected for the -

i

Some Ouse Gliding Club members who are flying the Club's new Swallow. Left:

present year are: Malcolm Hall (Chair-
man), Ron Taylor (Secretary), Dick
Boddy (Treasurer), Norman Worthy,
Harold Budding and George Cuarkeson,
with co-opted members Wilf Coulsey
(C.F.I.), Jim Park and John Mawson,

After John Reussner's lecture on
“Flight Limitations”, any mention of
vertical gusts, fast launches and “g"
forces are treated with suspicion and
respect. Thanks for a wise and most
appreciated talk, John.

An entertaining evening was held at
the Wine and Cheese Party, when the
Prize Draw was made. We were pleased
to welcome friends from Sutton Bank on
this occasion. Promoter Ron Taylor de-
serves the credit for the success of this
evening and the draw. Apart from secre-
tarial duties, Ron is now incorporating
spoiler and spar mods to the Tutor
which is in for C. of A. Another Tutor
awaits the same treatment.

At last the new Swallow has arrived
in sparkling red and white, and pilots
checked out to fly it are highly delighted
with its handling qualities, Several pilots
are showing promise of potential soar-
ing aces. Keith Massey having stayed
aloft for 14+ hours was robbed of a
Silver height by an inversion. A high
performance two-seater and another
diesel winch would now give members
the facilities they desecrve.

Latest pupils to receive the accolade
of the two gulls are John Rogerts (who
soloed on his 16th birthday)., John
Coney, Barry Fletcher and Peter Oglesby
{now the Club’s youngest solo pilot).
Janet Bastick, Derek Moore and Nor-
man Worthy have soared long enough
for their C and Dick Boddy is pro-

Keith Massey. Cemtre: Insiructor Les Bellamy briefing Dick Boddy. Right: Mike
Grives. (Photos by K. Massey and L. Bellamy.)
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moted to passenger carrying. Well done,
everyone.

Belated congratulations to Pamela
Sample and Alan Park on their engage-

ment.
G.L.B.

SCOTTISH

W’E wish to offer our apologies for
the cancellation of the Week-end
Competitions scheduled for June, but un-
fortunately support for this event was
not as expected, It is hoped that a seven-
day event can be arranged in 1965.

The first of the Capstan courses with
John Everitt in charge commenced in
June and during the week three Silver
C distance and two height legs were ob-
tained. J. A. Hardie (RNAS Condor),
Skylark 2, landing at Balloch (50 miles);
A. ]. Dodds (Newcastle G.C.), Kite I,
landing at Abcrfosyle (39 mles), and
W. A, Shanks (5.G.U), Swallow at
Fintry (goal), (36 miles). B. Brighton
{Newcastle G.C.) was unlucky but man-
aged 30 miles.

The sccial calendar has been main-
tained at the usual level of activity. A
“bring and buy" sale organised by Mabel
Ritchie realised £30 for Clubhouse funds
and later in May, a Treasure Hunt
organised by W. McLaren had excellent
support with the Treasurer Bill Lawson
maintaining his 1963 rating by taking
first place.

Our recent C. of As have been ex-

pedited by the presence of Jack Mac-
Gregor of the Glasgow G.C., his help
being offered in the absence of our

Ground Engineer, Rab Williamson. We
wish Rab a specedy recovery and thank
Jack for his efforts.

W.A.S.

STAFFORDSHIRE

WING to commitments elsewhere
our C.F.I, Mr. W. C. Hutchinson,
has been forced to resign and this office
has been taken over by Dr. P. R. Brad-
well. The Club are very grateful to
“Hutch” for his help during the forma-
tive stages and are glad that he is staying
on the Committee as Chairman.
On 5th April Walter Harvey stayed
up for 17 minutes and thus claims his
C. Ray Johnson did 34 minutes on |8th

April for his C. This was a very good
soaring day indeed, and Hutch attempted
Silver C distance reaching Nantwich
(19 miles) before landing. On Whit-
Monday Charles Webb went to Matlock
(26 miles) on a similar errand.

Pete Galvin has been appointed an
instructor bringing our strength in this
department to six. John Kaye and Pete
had a busy time during a course for
members which ran from Ist to Sth
June. Ten members and two instructors
took part and though the shocking
weather permitted only 2% days flying
some very useful flying was done.

The Coventry Club obliged us by
lending a Tiger tug and their Ka-2B two-
seater for the week, though they couldn’t
get up to Meir till Wednesday due to the
weather,

The comments on aero-towing and the
Ka-28B were uniformly favourable and
this exercise will be of value in deciding
future policy. Altogether 140 launches
were possible in the week with nearly 17
hours of flying logged.

During the course Les Myatt re-soloed
after a long absence from gliding and
Alan Mclean did his A and B on the
last day. J. Simpson also went solo on
Sunday, Tth June.

AW HLW

SWINDON

CROSS-COUNTRY flying this year
has progressed, as hoped, with a
fair amount of success. We already
have at the time of writing, two com-
pleted Silver C’s. These are the first to
be attained within the Club and con-
gratulations go both to Bernard Keogh
and Peter Dainton-White. Keogh man-
aged his third task by flying the Swallow
to Dunstable to gain his distance. Dain-
ton-White flew to Lasham, gaining both
duration and distance. Four more C's
have been gained: Fred Butcher, Mal-
i:iolm Parkins, Jeff Turner and Bill Raw-
ngs.

Our C.F.I. has instigated a novel ap-
R_roach to cross-country landing checks.
he examinee is aero-towed out to a
large field some four miles from our site
and has to do a normal landing under
real conditions, Derigging is not re-
quired as it is possible to aero-tow out
again,

We have negotiated with Mr. Neil
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Swanton, the owner of the site at Huish,
near Marlborugh, to use the ridge for
hill soaring expeditions. For this we are
very grateful, and no doubt we shall be
meeting members of other Clubs at
Huish.

We have nearly finished the Clubhouse
but work ceased a couple of months
ago because our chief “Liberator” Stan
Perry “acquired™ a hangar. It is hoped
to give a full account of both Clubhouse
and hangar in a separate article, LA

WORCESTERSHIRE

IT-SUNDAY saw the commence-

ment of flying from our site at
Bickmarsh. Over the two days of the
Whit holiday a large number of our
members saw, from the air, the results
of their winter’s labours.

A thirsty Jeep has joined our ground
equipment but 1s proving quite useful. A
field telephone is also being installed
between launch and winch points solely
for the purpose of ascertaiming “what is
causing the hold up the other end”.

OTTLEY MOTORS LTD.

Esrablished aver 40 years @s repairers of all 1ypes of

engine hauling and
funing.
Manulacturers and repairers of all lypes of motor bodies,
chassis, ete.

Finishes on metal and wood of all descriptions including
cellulose and varnish.

Designers and Manufacturers of the
Ottfur Release Gears. Suitable for
Sailplanes and Aero Tugs.

fpaa my e

of ail types of Sailplanes

and Gliders.

Machi llacted and delivared
Ministry of Aviation and A.R.B. Approved
Fully d stalf for ail dep

Estimates free.

11 CRESCENT ROAD, WOOD GREEN,
LONDON, N.22
Telephone: BOWES PARK 4568

A fortnight’s summer camp for members
will commence on 13th July. This, of
course, will be run from our own site,
unlike last year, when an expedition
journeyed into Herefordshire and spent
a very successful fortnight at Shobdon
airfield.
T. M.

YORKSHIRE

’I‘HE early part of this year has been
less active weatherwise than in the
previous year, The appointment of Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Machin as Club Steward
and Stewardess at Easter has made a
reat improvement in our creature com-
}ort. The Club is developing a steady
Sunday Lunch fraternity, whereas in the
past, the weather has been the over-
riding consideration for attendance,

These improved facilities have allowed
us 10 hold two Inspector's courses under
the auspices of the B.G.A., one in March
and one in April, Both were very suc-
cessful and we were pleased to see so
many of our friends from other Clubs.

Over Easter members of the Cam-
bridge Club were with us. Siegfried
Neumann took his Skylark 3F up to
5.000 feet in a lee wave we laid on by
aero-tow. At Whitsuntide a party from
the London Gliding Club were with us
and were unfortunate in poor anti-
cyclonic weather.

The Club fleet has been increased by
the purchase of a second Swallow fitted
with an accelerometer for aerobatics. The
two Tutors are still with us but will soon
be going to other homes. The private
owner fleet has also increased with an
addition of Dr, Bill Waugh’s Eagle and
John Griffiths' Skylark 4, all the way
from Sunny Scarborough. Radio has also
been tried out recently, mainly through
John Griffiths’ good offices, and shown
to be a great help in facilitating retrieves,

Club training continues and two Silver
C’s have been awarded, one to CIiff
Banks and the second to Patricia Simp-
son. Pat is the first lady member since
Amy Johnson to have a Silver C in the
Club. (Amy had a C, not Silver C—ED.)

Hugh Hayes and Elizabeth Taylor
both completed their five hours in the
same aircraft on the same day. As Liz
has just become engaged to Chas Boyer,
R.AF. and Silver C, we wish them
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many thermals together,

Altogether we have had 14 five-hour
duration legs this year to date. This did
not include the chap in an Olympia
from another place who was towed up
to Sutton but had to land with us 4 hr.
45 min. after release as the wind died.
A brave cffort.

J.C.R.
SERVICE NEWS

BANNERDOWN
{R.AF. Colerne)

“Wanton with long delay, the gay spring
leaping cometh."—ROBERT BRIDGES.

IT could be that the poet has some-
thing here, but so far the leaping has
been done from launch point midfield
and back again at the double thus in-
spiring the thought—does launch rate
vary inversely with temperaturc? Not-
withstanding Weather Willie’s churlish
moments the period produced 613
launches for 62 hours and the tempo
increases as the list lengthens and the
slack gets taken up.

Aerial activity was average until 17th
February when 15 hardy souls travelled
from the West to make Camp at Bicester
only to meet a steady wind travelling
from the east. We returned with a credit-
able total of 346 launches for 32 hours
A and B Certificates for Chris Reid,
Peter Bucke and Derek Aldous and a
high regard for Andy Gough and his
Centre Organisation,

Thermal activity started on 7th March
when a few small smoky cu appeared
cach apparently sitting on a thermal 20
up and 20 wide. but in chasing the
vortices good fun was had by all.

Martin Yates flew his C on 27th
March and followed this with 41 minutes
in his first Olympia flight. v

H.

CHILTERNS (R.A.F. Benson)

FORTUNATELY we were absent
from this column in the last issue
but have been progressing well since
Easter. We have had six A and B Cer-
lificates and five C’s, including Bill
Maltby, Jim Fail and Andy Wilkinson.

Our Silver C legs are now mounting
up well with distances from Jock Man-
son., Alan Smith, Bob Lyndon, Steve
Hope and Dave Seamark. Jock also got
his height whilst on cross-country.

Wilf Pickles is still working miracles
with the aircraft. The Grunau is now
finished and flying, and we have re-
[[r‘aintcd the o T-21 and the canopied

-21 is nearly completed now after a
partial re-cover and paint.

Jim Martin and helpers have built a
signal box and Terry Perry has managed
to get an old caravan which we are now
converting into a club-room.

Lastly, we must congratulate Jack
Harrison on his attempted Gold C cross-
country from Bicester to York.

A T.B.W,

EAST MIDLANDS

(Swinderby)

SINCE the last report, the club has
undergone changes due to a spate of
postings. lan Hamilton (our C.F.L), Jim
Gregory, Pete Rickwood, Bob Kirkland,
Tom Thomas and Tubby Jordan have
all departed but as some people are
posted out of the area, other gliding
types seem to arrive to fill the gaps.

Chas Morgan took over as C.F.I only
to be detached overseas almost imme-
diately! Don Spottiswood is now C.F.L
until Chas returns. We welcome to the
Club Paddy Hogg and John Delafield,
and also several ab initio members who
scem to have the bug.

Recently, Don Spottiswood held an
instructors’ course and John Shorter, Des
Sheen and Jim Wild are now assistant in-
structors. Spike Jarred and Bob Kirkland
went to Bicester and are now full and
assistant instructors respectively.

_ A couple of changes on the aircraft
side plus repairs and inspections have
kept our Tech. Air member, Barry
Cohen, busy, and our fleet now consists
of a T-21, Kranich, Tutor, Grunau,
Olympia 2, Skylark 3, and Dart. Also,
an SF-26 is due soon, and we are hoping
for some good soaring conditions to
utilise these machines to the full.

On the ground side, after a conversion
programme, we now have two diesel
winches. These, together with our auto-
tow vehicle, form our launching eguip-
ment, but with the fleet mentioned above,
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we long for aero-tow facilities. A recent
acquisition has been a single-decker bus.
This now serves as a combined signalling
vehicle, timekeeper's office and refresh-
ment bar. Bill Marshall, our tireless M.T.
member, has spent many hours on the
conversion of the winches, and Jack
Nicoll many hours on the bus conver-
sion.

Successes since our last report are a
C Certificate for Pete Litherland. three
Silver distances, Bill Marshall, Jack
Nicoll and Barry Cohen, and one Silver
height, Bill Marshall.

Finally, we again extend a warm wel-
come to any gliding types who find them-
sclves in our area.

I1L.G.W.

FENLAND (Swanton Morley)

BACK in the news again after a year
of struggling where energies have
unfortunately been diverted sometimes
from the primary aspects of gliding to
secondary haggling behind the scenes,
we are beginning to get on our feet again
and getting airborne more frequently.

Congratulations to our recent solo
successes, especially SACW. Di Miller
who is our first W.R.A.F. to be trained
in the Club and to go solo with us.

We were hosts, among the other Nor-
folk Clubs at Swanton Morley, to the
pundits who came along for a very wet
Easter competition. However, everyone
enjoyed the opportunity to discuss glid-
ing matters and get things fettled.

The M.T. has taken a bit of a pound-
ing, most of it needing scme fairly
major repair; as soon as one thing is
put right another component seems to
go wrong fairly soon after. But again

mem are doing Trojan work and
this shouldn’t be an insurmountable
problem.

We are quite proud to have five of our
members in the R.AF. team this year!
Dennis Stubbings, who has recently
joined us and has taken over the Secre-
taryship; Ken Fitzroy, who is ably
looking after the aircraft serviceability:
Ian Strachan, who is our Equipment
member; Stew Mead. the deputy C.F.I.;
and C.F.I. Pete Kevan,

They flew a variety of aircraft, and
were ably assisted by the keener mem-
bers of the Club who earned a place in

the retrieving teams. With Alfred War-
minger also-at the Nationals it was quite
a Fenland invasion. Congratulations to
all on the results.

Much pressure is going on behind the
scenes to get the equipment we so badly
need in order to achieve greater things,
and with the magnificent airfield at
Swanton Morley the sky should be the

limit.
P.D. K.

MOONRAKERS
(R.A.F. Upavon)

SINCE we last reported we have made
excellent progress in our efforts to
improve our equipment. The new light-
weight trailers have been built, the last
nail in the Dart trailer being driven
home in the early hours on the day
before we assembled for the Nationals.

Both our T-21's are now fully can-
opied and our mobile winch petrol en-
gine has been replaced by a diesel one.
We have obtained a second diesel trac-
tor and once our third winch is con-
verted we shall be fully diesel. Already
the savings in cost of launches is
showing.

On the operational side success has
been less marked by only a few solos
and a C Certificate. A Silver C distance
each for Ted Norman and John Martin
and height for Fred Bass. Alex Chapman
jumped into a cunim and out again at
14,000 ft. Gain 3,000 metres.

We regretfully say farewell to Club
stalwarts Jock Reilly, who has returned
to his native Scotland, and Les Manley
to Malta. Peter Purdie has gone 1o
Borneo and we hope he will be back in
time for the Internationals. We thank
these three and wish them good luck.
They will always be welcome at Moon-
rakers.

E.J. M.

RAF.GS.A. CENTRE
(R.AF. Bicester)

DUR_[NG April we had our annual
visit to Nympsfield. We took down
several aircraft and the Auster and expe-
dition provided a week of good thermal
soaring.
This annual expedition is most valu-
able in showing those pilots who learnt
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to fly at a flat site how the other half
live and we are most grateful to the
RBristol Club for allowing us to use their
site.

During the Nationals the Centre was
closed and most of us were working at
L.asham. Besides the competition aircraft
we also took the Blanik to Lasham
where it provided local soaring for the
workers.

The programme of ab initio courses and
instructor courses continues unabated.

Peter Saundby is posted to Cyprus and
will be leaving us at the end of August.

R.P.S.

FEAGLE
(Detmold, Germany)

ON 9th May, at a ceremony held in
the local German Club's clubhouse,
a Grunau Baby was officially handed
over to us on loan from the German
Club. This ceremony also marked the
German Club’s 35th anniversary, and the
anniversary of Robert Kronfeld's first
flight of over 100 km. at the end of which
he landed very near Detmold. In the
evening a very enjoyable dance was held,
to which we were invited. Our most sin-
cere thanks are due to the Detmold
Luftsport Verein.

Several soaring flights have been made
recently. Lyn Yates kept the Swallow
airborn for nearly two hours over Whit-
sun and Wally Lombard has had a
couple of flights of over an hour. On
the second of these he reached Siiver C
height, only to find that the barograph
had not functioned, so he will have to
do it over again: bad luck, Wally.

_ Our first A.G.M. showed that the club
15 firmly on its feet, and that we have
made a reasonable profit on our
activities,

_ At the time of writing we are prepar-
ing for the Army Air Corps flying dis-
play, to be held on 13th June, in which
Wwe have been allotted 10 minutes flying
Ume and a static display. We hope to be
able 10 report more fully on this event
I the next issue.

H. B. EM.

Kevin Hampson, the 15-year-old son
of Sqn.-Ldr. J. Hampson, at R.A.F.
Laarbruch in Germany, was prohibited

35

by regulations from gliding solo at that
age either in Britain or in R.AF. Ger-
many. So during the Easter holidays he
crossed the frontier into Holland, where
solo gliding is allowed at 14, and joined
the Club at Terlet. There the Dutch
instructor pronounced his ability ‘re-
markable” and sent him solo, He quali-
fied for his A and B in four flights one
afternoon.—R.A.F. NEWSLETTER.

OVERSEAS NEWS

ADEN

THIS was to be our first joyful report
to the gliding world about the num-
erous changes that have cccurred at our
sandy gliding site. This is not to be:
because the carefree young man whose
character and initiative made it all pos-
sible, met his death in a Hunter aircraft
accident,

Because we in the Club feel this loss
rather deeply, we have decided to make
this, the first entry for the new Club, a
tribute to Martin Herring. A man with
such a basically sound approach to life,
that one cannot help feeling that the
main loss is to those who would have
met him, during what promised to be a
bright career. We thank him for his
example.

AUSTRALIA

OB MULLER, convener of the or-
gansing committee for participation
in the next World Championships, said
it was hoped to send a team of three
pilots, each with a ground crew of three,
and a team manager. Seeded pilots
chosen by the selection commitiee will
be expected to fly in the 1964-65
MNationals, after which the final team
will bz decided: they will be expected to
practise regularly and attend a one-week
training period about March or April,
1965. Crew chiefs will be sclected from
unsuccessful seeded pilots and will be
regarded as reserve pilots,
Two bird strikes are reported in
Australian Gliding. Otto Brand was
circling in a Lo-150 over Benalla in com-.

g edge of the wing, making a

f}an with a hawk when it hit the outer
eadin
3



Britich Gliding Association
TOW ROPES

for Sale: Nylon Tow Ropes, length 150
ft., circumference 3", 3-strand, complete
with Ottfur rings each end.

Price — £4.0.0 each, excl. carr.

POSTCARDS

In addition o our normal range of post-
cards, we now have for sale the following
large size postcards piclures:

SLINGSBY T.49 CAPSTAN
SLINGSBY T.51 DART
EON 460 SERIES 1

Price 6d. each plus 3d. postage
[discount for clubs)

Artillery Mansions,
75 Victoria Street,
London, W.1

large hole and leaving several large
flight feathers inside; Otto carried on
flying for seven hours. Tony Tabart,
before the Mildura competitions, was
soaring a Bocian at 6, ft. when it
struck a hawk, which then entered a slow
spiral dive and finished with a vertical
dive into a lake below,

AUSTRIA

THE Alpine Gliding School at Aigen
in Ennstal achieved 12,237 launches
during 1963: there were 1,115 pupils in-
cluding 205 foreigners. Flights included
12 of 300-km. distance and one of
500 km., one 500-km. triangle, and 17
climbs of over 3,000 metres,

The 8th National Championships were
held at Zell am See from 23rd May to
6th June, 1964, —AUSTROFLUG.

Harro Wédl is again Austrian Gliding
Champion. He won in six contest days
with 4,872.6 points, followed by flying
policeman Johann Fritz, with 4,803.7
points. Both belong to the Worschach
Club, and were flying the Ka-6 type.
Franz Ulbing, another of those who flew

in the last World Championships, shared
third place with the Innsbruck pilot
Kier; they each had 4,527.2 points. The
35 participants covered an aggregate of
39,108 scoring kilometres (24,301 miles).
HANS GRAWE.

CANADA

AT the 19th Annual General Meeting
of the Soaring Association of
Canada, held at Kingston, Terry Beasley
of Montreal was re-elected President and
John Chesborough of Ottawa Vice-
President.

This year’s National contests are at
Brantford from 2Ist to 30th July.—
SOARING.

FRANCE

REGUET 906 tandem two-seater,
named Choucas (described in SaIL-
PLANE & GLIDING April, 1961, p. 91) is
to go into series production at the
C.A.A.R.P. factory at Beynes. With a
span of 18 metres, all-up weight 410 kg.
(904 1b) and gliding angle 30:1 at 70
km./h., the Choucas is a development
of the Fauvette single-seater (Breguet
905) of which 50 examples have now
been sold.
At Saint Auban in mid-March, during
a spell of north-west winds, nine pilots
exceeded 5,000 m. height gain. Greatest
heights were the Swedish record of
28,215 ft. absolute, already reported
(June issue, p. 243), and one by Maurice
Sieurin (25,787 ft. absolute, 19,718 ft
gain). A Belgian visitor, Herman Smet,
reached 22,900 ft. absolute. On 14th
April, reinforced by a cold front, five
more Diamond heights were flown, one
by a German visitor.—AVIASPORT.
Regional contests, mostly lasting three
days each, have been held at 12 different
centres, and the winners will fly in the
National Championships due to be held
from 3rd to 13th July. The centres are

Besancon, Romorantin, Toulouse,
Nantes. Issoudun, Nevers, Lille, Nancy,
Moret, Périgueax, Gap, and Lyon-

Corbas. (Well-known pundits do not ap-
pear in the lists of results of these, ex-
cept that Pierre won at Lyon.—ED.)

An international contest at Hagenau
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from Thursday, 7th May, to Sunday,
l10th, brought six visitors from Ger-
many and three from Belgium to join
nine French pilots. As the first two days
were no good, three contests were
crowded into the last two. On the Satur-
day a 247-km. triangle via Colmar and
Ritche included the Vosges; Labar won
at 64 km./h., the wind being N.N.W.,
10-15 knots.

Sunday’s wind turned from S.W. to E.
during the day, reaching 30 kts. at 5.000
ft.; cumulus bases exceeded 6,500 ft. and
thermal strengths reached 4 m,/sec. The
first task, a 108-km. triangle via Saverne
and Bitche, was won by Henry at 68
km./h., and all but three completed the
course. Then came the day’s second
task. a repetition of the first, but condi-
tions had become difficult, and only five
got round, while four, including Henry,
could not get away at all. Labar, who
had finished 8th the first time, won this
time with 54 km./h. Leading total scores:

Labar (France) Edelweiss 2742
Gross (Germany) Ka-6 cr 2226
Lacroix (Belgium) Mucha-St. 1924
Henry (France) Zefir 1844
Frowein (Germany) Zugvogel 3a 1789

At a “Three Towns Meeting” (Lille,

Roubaix, Tourcoing), 15th-17th May, the
two top scorers, Gombert and Arnaud,
each flew an M-100.—AIR ET CosMoOS.

HOLLAND

NTIL the start of our Nationals we

had had wvery little good flving
weather. During the Easter Rally at the
Axu Gliding Club only test flights were
possible and the Victor Boin Contest had
to be postponed from Ascension Day,
7th May, to the 9th May when suitable
conditions were available.

The only flights of note, apart from
the Victor Boin Contest and the
Nationals which are reported elsewhere
In this issue, were:

April 22nd: A. Breunissen, Terlet—
Boberg, 327 km., getting back the “Cow-
bell' which travels between the two sites.

May 8th: J. Huberts, Venlo—Hohne-
bostel, 310 km.

May 9th: J. Steinfoorn, Terlet—Bo-
berg, 327 km. Also J. van Melzen and
Annebé Slotboom set up a new two-
Seater distance record of 315 km,

May 14th: J. Robinson, aged 67, com-
Pleted his Silver C distance leg with a

flight of 100 km. in a Ka-8.

May 15th: A. Breunissen nearly com-
pleted a 300-km. triangle, which has only
once been achieved in this ccuntry.

In the Market Place in Middelburg.

May 16th: J. Klijnstra, Goal Diamond,
Witten—Luchow, 313 km.

The A.G.M. was held on 18th April
at Middelburg, to celebrate the 30th
anniversary of the Walcheren Gliding
Club, who operate from the Woens-
drecht Air Base 80 km. away. By request
of the Club some of the delegates arrived
by air (on tow) in Ka-7's. and landed in
a field in the vicinity of the town, from
where they were trailered to the Market
Place and rigged in the middle of Mid-
delburg, After the Mecting the Burgo-
master of Middelburg held a well-
attended reception in the Gothic town
hall. The day was closed with a visit to
the Delta works (land reclamation pro-
gramme) and a dinner in Flushing after-
wards.

J.v.E.

IRELAND
(Dublin—Baldonnel Airfield)

'I"HE Club progresses steadily, if
rather slowly. The number of
launches and the hours flown and the
ratio between them, likewise show a
small but encouraging increase each year.
The total number of flying members ap-
pears to be limited to about 50, due to
local conditions, of whom about 35 form
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the hard core of “regulars” who have
been with the Club for several years.
Curiously, only four of the original
founder-members of 12 years ago still

remain, all very active on the Club's
behall.
Our “friends” in Clonmel (see June

issue) are apparently resorting to desper-
ate measures to increase their member-
ship. Last April, their C.F.l. literally
and figuratively pinched one of our most
popular members, Helen Moore; spirited
her away to Clonmel, and married her!
Qur heartiest congratulations to both!

The Ka-7, our best aircraft, is so
popular among the soaring pilots that
flights are limited to 30 minutes on
Sundays, from noon until thermals dis-
appear, to the exclusion of all ab-initio
members. The limit applies only to the
Ka-7, leaving our Kite available for cross-
countries, duration, etc. Though not
quite so popular, the Kite is still hard-
worked.

Annual C. of A.s are now mandatory
over here too. When our Tutor was
recently grounded for its usual overhaul
and the wing-spar modification, at least
three members ready to go solo were

bitterly disappointed. However, it should
be flying again by the time this appears,
perhaps even supplemented by a Prefect.

Speaking of disappointments, our
hopes were quickly raised and dashed
in May by news of a last-minute accept-
ance of our British Nationals Entry,
closely followed by our rejection, be-
cause of the “foreigners” Rule for the
World Championships! Oh weil—roll on
May 65!

Recently, Stanley Dunne, our present
C.F.I., achieved 15,100 feet over Dun-
dalk in a wave system and was sorely
tempted to “pop over to Wales”. How-
ever, he didn't, but was later overheard
remarking this was due to “severe under-
carriage icing”.

Aer Rianta are now subsidising the
insurance costs of all flying groups in
the 26-Counties. This is just one of
many small signs that the knots in the
rlcd tape of officialdom are beginning to
si

The hard-working Committee have
their hands full this year, with a Ka-7
trailer, a permanent soaring site, Group
Insurance for individual members, three
new aircraft on order, forming the Club

Upholstered interior

Sole Agents

cLipe AHEAD witH A "BLANIK”

THE HIGH PERFORMANCE TWO-SEATER

AR.B. approved for aerobatics and ¢loud flying
Ancdised metal construction, duplicated instruments
Flap and air brakes, retractable undercarriage

£1,895 delivered U.K. duty paid

Peter S. Clifford & Co. Ltd.

Telephone KIDLINGTON 3355

H.P. available. Deposit £475
and 36 monthly payments of
£46.11.0

OXFORD AIRPORT
KIDLINGTON
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into a Limited Company, and providing
the necessary finance for all this. But
are we down-hearted? Come and see!
Visitors warmly welcomed! o6

ITALY
'I‘Hﬁ Italian Standard Class M-100 is

becoming popular in France, where
it is being produced under licence and
named Mesange (French for Titmouse).

Alberto Morelli has now produced the

M-200, a training two-seater, which first
flew at the beginning of June. The
prototype was built at the Polytechnic
Gliding Centre of Turin to the order of
the Italian Aero Club, It has side-by-
side seating, a span of 18 metres, and
airbrakes of the multiple type. Morelli
first envisaged an all-metal machine, but
has reverted to wood after all.

—AIRr ET Cosmos and VoLo A VELA.

NEW ZEALAND

A 200-MILE flight in two hours by
Eric van Notten in a 15-metre
Sagitta is described by Neil Hart in
Australian Gliding.

On 4th Janvary van Notten had
already been flying for several hours in
the morning and afternoon in thermal
and weak wave lift. when he took off
again from Omarama at 4 p.m., spent
nearly an hour contacting wave lift, and
set course at 5 p.m. for Hanmer Springs,
200 miles away. He reached it in two
hours, flying at an average height of
16,000 fr. with an indicated airspeed of
80-85 m.p.h. He used oxygen throughout,
but the supply had been partly used up
en the previous day. or he could have
continued for ancther 100 miles, as
twilight lasted till at least 9 p.m.

Another Sagitta is on its way to New
Zealand from Holland,

POLAND

AT the National Championships at
Leszno on 10th June, Adam Zien-
tek cables, 34 out of 36 Fokas com-
Pleted a 535-km. triangle (332.4 miles).
The weather chart shows an anticyclone
centred just N.E. of Leszno. so winds
Were light.

The Championships were won by F.

Kepka, aged 23, who went solo at the
age of 10 (by special permission), had
all three Diamonds at 19, and came 6th
in the 1962 Championships and Sth in
1963. J. Wroblewski, also aged 23, was

last year’s Champion. Leading final
sCOres \—

1. Franciszek Kepka 6,478
2. Andrzej Kmiotek 22 5,913
3. Jan Wroblewski ... 5,893
4. Henryk Muszczynski ... 5,662
5. Jozef Pieczewski ... 5,615
6. Jerzy Adamek 5,461
7. Edward Makula ... 5,453
8. Miroslav Krolikowski ... 5,436
9. Gyorgy Petroczy (Hungary) 5,366

10. Stefan Makne ... 5,260
Three mnew Polish National records
are reported by Skrzvdlata Polska. Jan
Wroblewski flew a 512-km. triangle,
Leszno-Jaksice-Lodz-Leszno, at 91.701
km./h. (56.98 m.p.h) on 23rd May;
Krzysztof Trzpil flew a 245-km. triangle,
Warsaw - Plock - Ciechanow - Warsaw at
97.8 km./h, (60.77 m.p.h.) on 27th May;
and Henryk Lisiecki made 740 km. (460
miles) from Jelenia Gora to Berlin on
24th May, beating Edward Makula's
716 km. which was the longest flight at
the World Championships in Argentina.
The weather chart for 24th May shows a
light E/NLE. wind, force 2, on the flight
course, which went north-westwards.

SOVIET UNION

PAVEL ANTONOV and Valeri Op-
lachko have beaten the World two-
seater record for Goal Flight, 636.6 km.
(395.56 miles), set up in Poland by F.
Kepka and E. Lopato on 8th August,
1962. The Soviet pilots flew 690 km.
(428.75 miles) from Dniepropetrovsk to
Volgograd, taking 7 hr. 42 mins. (Date
not given: news received 28th April)

Mikhail Veretennikov, flying an A-15,
put up a National record of 84.7 k.p.h.
(52.63 m.p.h.) round a 300-km. triangle,
beating the tprcviou_s record by 14.1 k.ph.
Qlga Manafova, with Evgeniya Chirkova
as passenger, went round the same course
in a Blanik at 62.71 k.p.h, (38.97 m.p.h),
beating the Women's National record by
18.1 k.p.h. (News received 29th May.)
World's records respectively 67.2 and
42.6 m.p.h.

Olga Manafova, a student at the Mos-
cow ﬂstituﬁe of Electronic Engineering,
has now beaten two World women's two-
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seater records, both previously held by
Pelagia Majewska of Poland. Her flights
were: 71.28 k.p.h. (4429 m.p.h.) round
a 300-km. triangle, and 500-km. Goal
Flight (3542 miles). Previous records
42.58 m.p.h., 335.8 miles. (News received
18th June.)

—SOVIET INFORMATION SERVICE.

SWITZERLAND

T a contest held at Hausen am
Albis during the eight days 16th-
23rd May, seven tasks were sct and five
contest days achieved. Urs Bloch and
Hans Nietlispach led in the earlier days
but were finally overtaken by Markus
Ritzi in a Skylark 3. who thus became
Swiss Champi
Tasks: —May 16th: 223-km. out-and-
return Klosters; three Ka-6's were in
the lead. Thermals started late. May
17th: 153-km. triangle set, but no con-
test, due to too much cirrus. May 18th:
out-and-return Thun: Nietlispach won,
making his final glide from 2,300 m.
(7,550 fr.). May 19th: the remains of a
night thunderstorm cleared by midday,
but no-one achieved an 85-km. goal
flight to Grenchen. Thunder and rain all
next day. May 2lst: an excellent day:
11 of 18 competitors completed a
170-km. out-and-return to Walzenhausen,
but the apparent winner, Harro Wadl of
Austria, was found to have photographed
Gais instead of Walzenhausen, so Baum-
gartner won. But next day Wadl and an-
other visitor. Michel Marchand from
France, did best on a triangle, though
Nietlispach took the overall lead. On the
final day, 23rd May, free distance was
given: Rudolf Hichler won with 312 km.
to Zell am See in a Ka-6, landing after
8 p.m.; but Ritzi, though he was one of
four who fell short of 300 km., made
enough points, 824, to take the overall
!}e;Sd from Nietlispach, who scored only
Leading final results:

Pilot Sailplane Points
Ritzi Skylark 3 4372
Nietlispach Skylark 4 4105
Bloch Ka-6 3722
Baumgartner Phénix 3688
Marchand Breguet 3147
Wadl Ka-6 3068
Seiler Ka-6 2873
Hiichler Ka-6 2661

Baumgartner, Bloch, Nietlispach, Ritzi
and Rudolf Seciler are seeded for the
World Championships: three will be
cventually chosen.—Swiss AErO REVUE.

UNITED STATES

LAT‘EST pilots with Three Diamonds
are Dale May. John Williams and
Leslie Benis, the last two having achieved
their third Diamonds with wave flights.
They are the 30th, 31st and 32nd in the
U.S., with international numbers 339,
366 and 367.—Swiss AERO REVUE.

Believed to be the youngest pilot to
achieve Diamond altitude, John Christo-
pher Jury, aged 14, reached 30,000 ft.
at Tehachapi, California, on April 5th.
He released at 7,500 ft. and gained
22,500 ft. His father was flying at the
same altitude at the same time, piloting
a TWA 707 from New York to Los
Angeles,—SOARING.

WEST GERMANY

EINZ HUTH became German Glid-

ing Champion for the sixth time
when he won in the Standard Class at
the National Championships at Roth-
Kiliansdorf near Nuremberg. Rudolf
Lindner, in the new Phoebus, and Jakob
Laur alternately overtook Huth after the
first day, but Huth regained the lead
after the fourth contest day and stayed
there, On that day a 300.4-km. triangle
was set, and 55 out of 61 starters com-
pleted the course. This was the greatest
achievement yet in any German competi-
tion.

In the Open Class the Darmstadt stu-
dent Gehrhard Waibel was an unex-
pected victor. The new design D-36V1
contributed much to his success. Waibel
designed it with his fellow-student Wolf
Lemke, The D-36V] showed itself to be
the surprise aircraft of the Champion-
ships. Waibel was taking part in a
competition for the first time.

The Championships were favoured by
good weather, and there were eight con-
test days. On the last competition day
the pilots had started on a ninth contest
task, but the weather became so bad that
the jury ordered them to land.

Sixty-three pilots took part in the
Championship. The Frenchman Labar
broke his Edelweiss when landing on
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the first day and returned to Paris. A

German pilot, Auer of Augsburg, also

fell out after crashing his Zugvogel 3.
During the contests 85,126 scoring

kilometres were flown (52,895 miles).
Leading scores:

Open Class
Pilot Sailplane Points
G. Waibel D-36V1 5853.3
R. Spinig Zugvogel 3 5561.7
R. Kunz HKS-3 53854
E. Hezel Zugvogel 3 5006.0
[2. Gailing Phénix 4977.3
Standard Class
H. Huth Ka-6 5049.8
J. Laur Ka-6 4809.9
R. Lindner Phoebus 4650.5
K. Fischer Ka-6 4477.6
H. Schliiter Ka-6 4461.3
G. Brodersen Ka-6 4436.2
Glickl Ka-6 4400.1
Grosse Ka-10 4407.2
Schiuble Ka-6 4394.9
Scheidhauer Ka-6 4390.7

By adding 15 per cent of the scores
at the 1961 and 1962 Championships
and 70 per cent of those at the last
World Championships, the leading total
scores become: Huth, 9,730.3; Spinig,
9.632.8; Kuntz, 9210.1: Lindner, 9,015.9.
This evaluation will influence (ist von
Bedeutung fiir) the choice of a team for
the next World Championships.

Heinz Scheidhauer, who came over
from Argentina, was lent a Ka-6 by a
friend. (He has been test pilot for the
Horten Brothers’ tailless sailplanes for
over 25 years.—ED.).—HANS GRAWE.

Since April the North Rhine-West-

phalia broadcasting station UKW has

|

been putting out a weather forecast
every Friday evening between 18.15 and
18.30 specially for glider pilots. (The
region includes Oerlinghausen.)

The German Alpine Gliding School at
Unterwdssen has completed 10 years of
operation. Including the year 1953,
when it was only a gliding “site”, the
total flying in 11 vears was 79269
launches and 30,610 hours, including
1,024 five-hour flights.—AEROKURIER.

The Institute for Soaring Flight Re-
search at Munich has sold its Kranich 3
to the Lilienthal Club of California.—
DEerR FLIEGER,

Heinz Huth has just been awarded the
Lilienthal Medal.

YUGOSLAVIA

A NEW Standard Class machine, the
Delfin, has been produced by two
young engincers, T. Dragovic and Z.
Gabrijel. The first test flights at Vrsac
last December confirmed the calculated
performance, particularly a gliding angle
of very nearly 34:1 at 90 km./h. The
Delfin is of wood construction, with
mid-wings, straight-tapered, with a
dihedral of 2°, aspect ratio 17.55, profile
NACA 63-3-618 modified, streamlined
“shapes™ at the tips, and airbrakes at
60° chord. Empty weight 222 kg, (489
1b.). all-up 332 kg. (732 Ib.), wing loading
259 kg./sqm. (53 1b./sq. fr). Sink
0.90 m./sec. (2 ft. 11 in./sec.) at 110
km./h., 22 m.fsee. at 150 km./h..
5 m./sec. at 200 km./h.

A new 17-metre two-seater with an
estimated gliding angle of 31:1 is under
construction at Belgrade.

—AIR ET CosMmos.

The Delfin, Yugoslavia's latest Standard Class design.
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Bristol Gliding Club

NYMPSFIELD, GLOUCESTER

We offer excellent thermal, hill and wave sosring at &
site on the weslern edge of the Cotswolds, Near Swoud
F!ulmi::udu_ﬂvhrt ll, Olympia, Swallow, Prefect and

Comfortable Clubhouse, fitst-class Canteen, Bunkhoase
and Bar

Summer Gliding Holidays for abrinilio Non-Members.

Write to: BRISTOL GLIDING CLUB
NYMPSFIELD, Nr. STONEHOUSE, GLOS.
Telephone ULEY 342

DO YOUR GLIDING ON THE CORNISH RIVIERA

THE CORNISH GLIDING CLUB

Offers courses baiween 4th MAY and 14ih SEPTEMBER
on ils magnificen! coastel Cliff Sosring Sitw
in the heart of this lamed holiday area
B.G.A. Categorised Instrucions
24 miles of golden sands, the best surl bathing beaches
in the couniry — and all the usual holidey amenities.
Yisitors always very welcome
Ideal for families and friends

Apply: W. D, TREADWELL,
20 THE VALLEY, PORTHCURNO, PEMZANCE,
CORNWALL Tel. 5t Buryan 210

Ins.de Back Cover

Slingsby Sailplanes Lid, 246
Soaring Instruments 290
Southdown Aero Services 301
Spesdwell Sailplanes 262
Tarpaulin and Temt Manufacturing Co. Lid. 311
Thermal Equipment Lid. 285
Three Counties Aero Club 303
¥.G. Aircraft Lud. 295
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Yorkshire Gliding Club 340

The Derbyshire and Lancashire

GUIDING CLUB
Camphill, Great Hucklow, Nr. Tideswell,
Derbyshire
The Club has three dual control gliders and offers sleman-
tary, intermediate and high perlormance facilities and
Iraining. Private Owners calered for. The comfortable Club
Hauu. Danmlwm and Clnr—n are under the care of a
dess. Al Camphill there are
all those things wlnclu make the complete Gliding Club.
Wiile lo the Secretary for details of Membesship and
Summer Courses.

Telephone Tideswell 207

Aberdeen Gliding Club

Litterty, 4 miles N.E. Turiff, Aberdeenshire

Why not a Gliding Holiday?

This club has successfully held gliding halidays for the
past 10 years and once again offer courses during July,
August and Seplember. Cheice of side by side or
tandem type Iwo sealer.
Good thermal and wave site.
Comforlable counlry holel accommodation with
excellent catering. All in charge 16 gns. per week.

For delails write to:—W. K. KIRK, Course Secretary,
P S Pty

MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB
The Long Mynd, Shropshire
Ab initio training
Advanced instruction
Ridge soaring thermals, wave flying
Excellent residential clubhouse
Good food Bar
RESIDENTIAL SUMMER COURSES
Write to: "ENQUIRIES",

1 Hillcroft, Cunnery Road,
CHURCH STRETTON, Shropshire
Tel. Linley 206
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Scottish Gliding Union

PORTMOAK, SCOTLANDWELL, BY KINROSS
Excellent Hill, Thermal and Wave Sosring
in beauliful surroundings

Comforable Cluk A |
dation, Mull ing and Bar

Balanced Club Fleet Resident Inshuclor
SUMMER COURSES FOR BEGINNERS
JUNE TO SEPTEMBER
METEOROLOGY AND GLIDING COURSE
13th—19th SEPTEMBER
Visitors and visiling aircrall welcome
Write 1o the Secretary for further details

YORKSHIRE GLIDING CLUB

Sutton Bank, Thirsk, North Yorkshire

Finest Wave, Thermal and Hill Soaring above
the Hambleton Hills; Slopes between South
and Narth West. Fully Residential, Cantrally

heated, modern Clubh 1 offering congenial
atmosphere. Modern fleel of Sailplanes and

dual-control Trainers, Yisitors slways
Welcome, Membership delails from the
General Secretary. Summer Holiday Courses
available for Movices and Solo pilols.
Derails from the Course Secretary

Telephone: Sulton (Thirsk) 237
Declare us your goal this year

LONDON GLIDING CLUB

==

We are large enough to be able to offer
really first class facilities, and yet can still
retain the friendly atmosphere of a single
Club, Our site at Dunstable provides a chalk
subsoil for prolific thermals and an aerody-
namically efficient hill for cheap getaways
in the Summer and steady solace in the
Winter, Why not visit us, or write to the
Manager for information?

Watch for details of the National
Glider Aerobatic Contest, 1964.

1764 coutse wacancies available only on early or late
courses now.

LONDON GLIDING CLUB, DUNSTABLE DOWNS,
BEDS. Tel: Dunstable 63419

Surrey Gliding Club

announces that its fleet now comprises

TWO SKYLARK 4's

TWO SKYLARK 3F's

FOUR SKYLARK 2’'s

Following a reorganisation at Lasham, the Surrey Gliding Club now only

accepts for membership pilots of Skylark standard. Pupils and less

experienced solo pilots are offered training to this standard as members
of the Lasham Gliding Society whose fleet consists of i~

THREE T.49 CAPSTANS

TWO SWALLOWS

ONE T.21

For details of membership of the Club or the Seciety or particulars of
members and public courses apply to:—

The Secretary, lasham Gliding Centre, Near Alton, Hants.

LASHAM GLIDING CENTRE

PLEASE MINTION “SAILPLANE & GLIDING" WHEN REPLYING TO ADVERTISEMENTS
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