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NEW GENERATION glasfliigel 304
M 6 Motre Salplane. ~—

THE LATEST Flapped Wing Section % Qelipasindoheh
(HQO014-1642) was developed for the 304 and : B |
offers a significant performance advantage at all “# =

inter thermal speeds. The very low stalling speed
optimises climb performance even when carry-
ing water ballast. The 304’s structure is in Glass
Fibre which still gives the best cost/performance
value in 15 metre flapped. We have developed
new mould manufacturing techniques which
promise even better profiles and stability.

Siﬂicgssc}mi i
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A NEW CONCEPT in cockpit design — inte-
grated instrument panel/canopy and ventilation
system. The instrument panel module is struc-
tured in GRP to support and hinge with the for-
ward opening canopy — a gas strut balances out
the loads. The 304 must be the easiest sailplane
to get in and out of — particularly in a hurry. The
new canopy is easy closing and sealed by a soft
gasket; locking/jettison is achieved using a
completely new and ingenious mechanism. But-
terfly valve outlets permit directional cockpit
ventilation and a rear fuselage outlet vent pro-
vides an efficient exhaust. The neat, adjustable
headrest is another of the carefully designed fea-
tures which puts the 304 way ahead.

GLASFLUGEL'S design team led by Martin Han-
sen (one of the SB11's designers) have not com-
promised the well tried Glasflligel design fea-
tures such as comfortable cockpit dimensions
and good ergonomics, automatic control coupl-
ings or the option to install a forward tow hook
despite the elegant new nose shape. The World
renowned trailing edge brakes are also retained.

Colour Brochure and details available on request

Deliveries commence Autumn 1980 Demonstrator available

A. W. HANFREY (SAILPLANES)

5 Auclum Close, Burghfield Common, Reading, Berks
L Telephone: 0203-25498 or 0735-292544
.

e

158 SAILPLANE & GLIDING




R

On September 6, 1930, the first issue appeared of a mew
magazine The Sailplane and Glider, consisting of eight pages,
12in x 8Y2in without separate cover, to be published weekly at
3d per copy, and edited by Thurstan James, assistant editor of
The Aeroplane, which undertook its publication. He had been
the leading instigator of the meeting in December the previous
year at which the BGA was provisionally formed.

The magazine remained a weekly at 3d until June 26, 1931,
and volume | ended with a 6d *‘souvenir programme issue’’.

Volume 2 started on July 17 with 12 pages for 6d and con-
tinued fortnightly until December 18, but the last three issues
were not edited by Thurstan James, whom C. C. Grey could no
longer spare from editorial work on The Aeroplane, so S&G
was ‘‘given’’ by Grey to the BGA, who were not allowed to
forget it,

Some of the early covers photographed by Doc Slater

First lssue Fortnightly
1930 1832

Davies's first
design 1935
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Throughout 1932 it continued as a fortnightly, with an outside
cover, under the editorship of Frank Entwistle of the
Meteorological Office, who had been official meteorologist at
the 1922 Itford contest. I helped him with reports of meetings
and foreign news, especially from Germany, with the result
that, when he became too busy to carry on, he asked me to take
over from the issue of February 3, 1933. Meanwhile he had
transferred the editorial office in September 1932 to 43 Chan-
cery Lane, from which his brother and a friend issued a weekly
‘magazine for a Society which wanted to nationalise all land.
From October 1933, the BGA being bankrupt, it was published
monthly; then in August, 1934, for fear the BG A might be again
captured by Gordon England’s group, “we'’ managed to get its
ownership transferred to H. O. Davies, a friend of Dudley
Hiscox of the London Club, who ran an advertising agency in
Victoria Street and was also Secretary of the London Club.

S&G carried on monthly until the war started in September
1939, after which it appeared every two months until the end of
1940, the last issue appearing late because our printers” works
went up in flames during the fire-bomb raid on the City of
London just after Christmas 1940. Then it ceased publication
because 1 could nol carry on.

In 1943 Dudley Hiscox, who was active in the ATC gliding
school at Halton, found a retired RAF officer named Vernon
Blunt who was willing to buy the magazine from Davies and
publish it monthly, which he did from February 1944. When the
BGA was revived after the war, he made several vain attempts
to get S&G adopted again as its official organ, but without
success, So, attempting to prevent the BGA starting its own
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magazine, he registered every title he could think of which such
a magazine could possess, such as **Sailflying™* and 'The Sail-
flyer™'; but he forgot the simple word **Gliding™", so that was the
title of a new quarterly magazine produced in April 1950 by
**The Sailflying Press™", directors Philip Wills, Ann Welch and
Jacques Cochemé, an aviation meteorologist who owned an
Olympia.

Cochemé edited the first issue (pocket size, 8 x 544in), full of
good things, but then faded out, so | had to take over and it
became the BGA official organ. Blunt eventually went out of
public circulation for a time and S&G was carried on by his
assistant editor, Veronica Platt, wife of an oil magnate. We
took the opportunity to get S&G back for the BGA, and suc-
ceeded at last in amalgamating the lwo magazines under the title
Sailplane and Gliding, to be published every two months start-

First |sswe of
Gliding 1956

Later design

=~ X

ing from October 1955. At first the issues were labelled Febru-
ary, April, June, etc until Rika Harwood, who was in charge of
the London Office, got fed up with the sort of fools who would
write: 1 have had the February and April issues: why haven’t
1 had the March issue?” So now the names of two months
always appear on the cover.

S&G was edited by George Locke of the London Club from
April 1971 to March 1973, then by the present Editor, Gillian
Bryce-Smith, who enlarged it to its present size, 11%4 x 8%in,
in February 1974,

WAS IT THE FIRST?

From 1932 S&G described itself on the title page as **The
only Journal in the World devoted solely to Motorless Flight'";
and from 1944 it carried the words **The First Journal devoted
to Soaring and Gliding™*. Was either of these claims true?

In 1937, at the first World Championships, 1 took the oppor-
tunity to arrange an exchange between several German aviation
magazines and S&G. One of them was called Der Segelflieger
(the Sailflyer) and claimed to have started publication in 1926.
This was a shock until 1951, when, after attending a celebration
in Munich of the resumption of gliding in Germany, I spent a
few days with Wolf Hirth in Stuttgart. In his bedroom-cum-
library (mostly library) | found a complete file of Der Segelf-
lieger. 11 did indeed start in 1926, but under a different name:
Der Jungflieger (the Young Flier). It retained this name until
the issue of January 1931, then in February 1931 it changed to
Der Segelflieger (to give it wider scope, the Editor said). So
S&G beat it by five months to the honour of both **first’” and
“only".
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A Met Report on the Lee Waves of April 18

The day that David Benton (Nimbus 2) reached an absolute height of 10 993m with a gain of

10 231m, for which he is claiming the British National gain of height and the UK absolute and

gain of height records.

T. A. M. BRADBURY

Fig. 1. Chart for 12.00 GMT, April 18, 1980. Pecked lines show air- Fig. 2. Interpolated temperatures and winds for 12.00 GMT, April 18,

flow at 30 000ft. Heavy arrows mark core of jet stream.

For three successive days from April 18
to 20 there was an unusually extensive
series of lee waves over much of the Bril-
ish Isles. Climbs to Gold C height were
possible even over the relatively flat dis-
tricts of central and Eastern England but
the greatest gains of height were made
over Scotland where 36 000ft was
reached on the 18th and Diamond C
heights were again reported on the 20th,

Fig 1 shows the chart for 12.00 GMT
on April I8, about an hour and a half
before the peak of the record breaking
climb. The surface isobars are shown by
full lines. Pecked lines show the flow at
about 30 000ft, Heavy arrows show the
core of a jet stream which reached
speeds of about 160kt in the region north
of Iceland. The maximum winds
reported by radiosonde stations near the
Highlands were 315/91kt over Storno-
way at 12.00 GMT and 305/106kt there
at 18.00 GMT.

Fig 2 shows the probable values of
temperature and wind speed in the area
of the climb. The figures are obtained by
interpolation between the soundings
from Stornoway and Leuchars with
allowance for surface heating. The diag-
ram is a simplified version of a tephigram
showing temperatures as vertical lines
and pressure levels as slightly curved

160

speed in knots.

lines at an angle of about 45° to the verti-
cal, The small figures below the pressure
values show the equivalent heights at
higher levels, Horizontal lines denote
the dry adiabatic lapse rate while the
three curved lines show saturated
adiabats,

The temperature profile shows a small
inversion in the 5000 to 6000ft layer with
very stable air up to the 9000ft level, (just
below the 700mb line). There is a sharp
change of lapse rate at about 36 100fl
which marks the tropopause. Above this
level the lower stratospheric air shows
the usual marked stability. It is interest-
ing to note that the tropopause (at that
time) was almost exactly at the max-
imum height reached by the glider. Lee
waves are known to extend above the
tropopause, even to lee of the relatively
small mountains of Scotland, but most of
the aircraft observations of stratospheric
waves have been made over the North
American Rockies.

Satellite Data

There were two satellite pictures
available during daylight. The first was
for about 09.25 GMT, some forty
minutes after the time of take-off. The
second was overhead at about 15.40
GMT, more than two hours after the end

1980, in region of the climb. Wind direction in degrees (true) and

of the climb.

The 09.25 picture showed extensive
cloud cover near and to the north-west of
Portmoak and bars of wave cloud were
visible over a large area. The following
wavelengths were found by counting the
number of wave bars over a known dis-
tance.

a. Downwind of Caithness 16km.

b. Over and downwind of the Gram-
pians | lkm.

¢. Over north-west England 7km,

There is an empirical formula relating
lee wavelength to the mean wind speed
in the layer. (Corby 1957). This gives the
following approximate values:

Mean wind speed Wavelength
(kt) (km)
20 3.2
30 6.3
40 93
50 12.4
60 15.5
70 18.6
80 21.7
90 24.8
100 27.9

The satellite picture received at about
15.40 GMT showed almost total cover of
cloud from the Cairngorms northward
but downwind of the Central Highlands
it had become almost cloudless. There

SAILPLANE & GLIDING
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had been an increase in the wind speed
since the morning and the wavelengths
were longer.

a. Near Inverness 20km.

b. Over the Grampians 16km.

¢. To lee of the Kintyre peninsular
12km

d., Near Donegal Bay 8km,

Comment, North-west winds have
often been found to give good conditions
for wave soaring from Portmoak. The
factors which normally favour lee wave
development are:

a. A stable layer not far above the
peaks of the upwind mountains. On this
occasion the base of the inversion was
about 1000ft above the higher peaks and
the air was very stable for a depth of
4000ft.

b, Upper winds which increase with
height but remain almost constant in
direction. In this case the wind speed
increased from about 30kt at low levels
to about 85kt near 30 000ft; the direction
did not vary more than 15° between S000
and 40 000ft.

Satellite pictures show that well
marked lee waves occur over Scotland
on many days each year, but conditions
are not necessarily good for soaring on
every occasion. There were probably
four factors which combined to make
possible the record climb on April 18,

a. Much effort was spent in finding a

CUT THE COST OF FLYING
INSURE WITH THE

GLIDING BROKERS

Ring Carol Taylor at THIRSK (0845) 23018 (24hr. Ansafone Service)

MOWBRAY VALE INSURANCE BROKERS
8 CASTLEGATE, THIRSK

particularly good area where the peaks
were high and the major ridge line was al
right angles to the wind. Since the wave
length was gradually changing there may
well have been a period when the
wavelength fitted the spacing between
successive ridges; this could increase the
wave amplitude.

b. The height of the stable layer,
which was also changing, had reached a
level which suited the topography.

¢. The upper winds were particularly
steady in direction and the increase with
height was not too great to prevent flight
upwind. The wind speed was clearly
close to the limit however because it was
found necessary to fly at about 120kt

HUMBERSIDE AVIATION
Woodside Road, Wroot,
S. Yorks, DN9 2BP
Telephone 0302-771005
(77010 evenings)

Telex 547192

Proprietor:
Fit. Lt. Roy Greenslade RAF (Ret'd)

MAJOR INSURANCE REPAIRS
&ColA’s
to Sailplanes, Hang Gliders,
& Ultra Light Aircraft

The same jolly service and the coffee is free!

or write to:

NORTH YORKSHIRE

YO7 1HL
Telex 587470

All classes of Insurance transacted

Represented at Lloyds

(IAS) and accept height losses of about
10 000ft between each wave. Once
established in wave lift the IAS required
to maintain zero ground speed when fly-
ing into the wind would have been fairly
close to the ideal soaring speed. The 1AS
required probably varied between 44 and
53kt over the height range between ten
and thirty thousand feet. At 34 000ft an
IAS of 40kt would give a TAS of 70kt,
which is just what the wind at that level
is estimated to have been.

d. The air was relatively dry above
the inversion layer and the only cloud
reported did not extend above about
7000ft. Although this cloud covered a
large proportion of the soaring area in
the morning it dispersed to lee of the
Highlands during the afternoon. Most
pilots like to see some higher lenticular
clouds as wave markers but experience
suggests that such clouds do not always
mark the best area of lift,

If the air had been moister the
approaching cold front might have pro-
duced large masses of cloud ahead of it.
Apart from any navigational problems
such clouds bring considerable risk of
rapid icing, which ruins the performance
of modern sailplanes.

Reference: Corby, G. A., 1957 Airflow over
Mountains: notes for forecasters and pilots.
Mel. Report No. 18. HM Stationery Office.
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Competition Kitty seems to have taken off more like Concorde
than a K-8 and the first three have been a great success.,

One of the best features of the Kitty Comps so far has been
the tremendous hospitality we have enjoyed at the host clubs,
and the keen interest shown by local members in the Team
Squad and what makes them tick. Having said that, those of
you who have attended the Kitty Comps will know a new mean-
ing of the old quotation **how the mighty are fallen’” and realise
that our Team Squad are far from invincible in the face of club
pilots with that secret weapon called *‘local knowledge™.

Competition for that holiday in Barbados is already intense,
and should hot up quite a bit in the coming months. So far this is
what we have.

KENT — Kitty Is launched

In true British fashion the Saturday was a wash out, the only
useful thing to come out of it being the forum held in the club-
house at which the Team Squad members, Bernard Fitchett and
Andrew Davis, answered questions from a number of the club
members and expounded their views on the importance of the
British Team and its aims and achievements.

Sunday was better, and despite pessimistic forecasts 11
intrepid aviators set forth on a 103km triangle, Darwell Reser-
voir, West Malling Airfield. Three eventually finished, with
Tony Moulang the winner in his ASW-15 with a handicapped
speed of 50km/h. This was perhaps the first indication of the
importance local knowledge might play in Kitty Comps.

Kent — April 26-27, 1980 103km triangle

Speed
Pos Pilot Glider (Dist) Pts ASS
1 A. Davis Nimbus 15¢ 52.4 685 1.58
2 A. Moulang ASW-15 50.0 672 1.55
3 M. Kemp PIK 208 40.4 621 1.43
4 B. Fitchett K-8 (27.5) 181 42
5 C. Whitbread/ K-13 (20.8) 137 .32
C. Bunyan
6 M. Johnson, Std Libelle (10.7) 70 16
7 = J. Bowles (Skylark 4); M. Darby (Cirrus); M. Neech (Astir);

P. Poole (Dart 17) and C. Weston (Dart 17), O.
ASS winner, A, Moulang 1.55; runner up, M, Kemp 1.43.

USK — Kitty’s first foreign adventure

Apart from the enthusiastic welcome we received and the
two “‘super'’ gliding days which followed, the most remarkable
feature of the visit to Usk was the availability of ARCTIC
LITE in the local pubs.

The first day saw a [82km triangle, Shobdon, Pershore, with
three finishers and Ivor Shattock the Club winner for the day at
a handicapped speed of 57.2km/h. The second day gave rise toa
110km triangle, Hay-on-Wye, Hereford, and, lo and behold,
Ivor Shattock was again the Club winner, this time with a
handicapped speed of 46.8km/h — one of the Team Squad hav-
ing landed out!

182km

Usk — May 10-11, 1980 triangle 110km triangle

Speed Speed Total

PosPilot Glider (Dist) Pts (Dist) Pts Pts ASS
1 A. Davis Nimbus 15¢c 62.0 983 45.0 1000 1983 1.18
2 . Shattock Club
Libelle 57.2 952 436 989 1941 1.15
3 B. Fitchett ASW-20F B4.7 1000 (47.6) 385 1385 .82
4 |. Kennedy/
P. Cullen Pirat (80.5) 363 (99.7) BO7 1170 .69
5 D. Dixon/
I. Edwards Cobra (89.3) 403 (60.2) 487 890 .53
6 M. Uphill K-6e — (66.8) 541 541 .32
7 D. Brian Astir (9.4) 42 (56.7) 459 501 .30
8 S. Nash Cobra (64.1) 289 — 289 .17
9 E. Duffin Speed {52,0) 234 — 234 .14
Astir
10 P. Grose K-8 (51.7) 233 — 233 .14
11 R. Greenhalgh Cirrus (34.0) 153 — 153 .09
12 B. Edwards/ 1S-290 0 0 0
J. Sorrell

ASS winner, I. Shattock 1.15.

BOOKER — Kitty’s home *

The size of the entry almost made this a Regional and the
weather proved unusually helpful. The first day’s task was a
168.5km quadrilateral, Marlborough, Cheltenham, Blenheim
(control photo), and the Club winner was the Kitty scorer
('ullo, ‘ullo) Andy Lincoln with a handicapped speed of

IRRESISTIBLE I RI S 2§

THE CLUB CLASS
GLIDERFOR

THE 1980s
THAT'SFUNTOFLY

@

Send or phone today lor your brochures:

Sole agents UK and Eire for Issoire Aviation

ALSO THE SUPREME S I L E N E

Side-by-side togetherness at 38:1 in a seductive,
slippery glass, two-seater, with adocile manner.

*’—————::)

SOARING EQUIPMENT LTD

ASHBY LODGE, DAVENTRY, NORTHANTS
TEL. DAVENTRY 3725
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65.9km/h. Not surprisingly, the Team Squad pilots (Brian
Spreckley and Alister Kay) proved their supremacy on their
own ground, not only on the first day but also on the second day
which was won by Pete Marshall with a handicapped speed of
72 km/h over a 137km triangle, Didcot, Silverstone. It probably
goes without saying that the significance of the Team Squad is
nowhere appreciated better than at Booker where no fewer than
nine Team Squad pilots hang their parachutes.

130km
Booker — May 17-18, 1980 O/R 137km triangle
H'cap H'cap Total

Pos Pilot Glider Speed Pts Speed Pts Pts  ASS
1 B.Spreckley ASW-20 805 742 79.6 7921534 1.05
2 A. Kay ASW-20r 689 639 756 7511390 .95
3 A. Lincoln PIK20s 659 613 63.0 6231236 .85
4 R. Ashurst/

P. Marshall ASW-20L 48.4 458 720 7151173 .80
5 N.Woodward ASW-19 51.6 486 67.6 6701156 .79
6 C. Scarborough Kestrel 19 48.9 463 63.1 6241087 .74
7 T.Cockett Jantar 50.0 472 62.1 6131085 .74
8 C. Aldis Std Cirrus 42.9 409 61.3 6061015 .69
9 T.Wathen Std Libelle 420 401 58.4 575 976 .67
10 B. Chaplin Std Cirrus 38.0 386 57.9 571 957 .66
11 | Barlow/

C. Evans K-6e 41.8 400 54.0 530 930 .64
12 W. Longstaff Dart 17 39.1 386 539 530 916 .63

R. Clarke Std Jantar — 64.1 634

A. Fleming Nimbus 60.8 568 —

F. Shepherd Vega 56:2° 527 —

ASS winner, A. Lincoln .85; runner up, P. Marshall .80.

ASS = average squad score.

Note: Due to lack of landing reports, only the scores of finishers on
both days (or those who flew only one day) are shown. There were
25 entries (19 finishers) on Day 1 and 20 entries (13 finishers) on
Day 2.

The World Famous

CAMBRIDGE
VARIOMETER SYSTEMS

and the

IRVING TOTAL ENERGY

UNIT
£9.55 inc VAT + 50p p&p

are available from

SOUTHDOWN AERO

SERVICES LTD.
LASHAM AIRFIELD
ALTON, HANTS
Telephone Herriard (025 683) 359

AVIATION LD o reaa

Sole UK agents for:

ASW 20k

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

Look out for the ASW 20F's
at the Arctic Lite Nationals 4

06284 4035 or 02406 2491
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SUPER TRAILERS for SAILPLANES

ALUMINUM STRESSED SKIN CONSTRUCTION
ON A STEEL CHASSIS, OVERALL LIGHT-
WEIGHT BUT WITH A HEAVY GAUGE
DURABLE SKIN.

HYDRAULIC COUPLING, RUBBER MOUNTED
GUARDS AND ROD BRAKES ARE STANDARD.

datd fésﬁft

PIVOTING ‘A’ FRAME AND CUSTOM PAINT-
WORK ARE OPTIONAL EXTRAS.

FITTINGS TAILORED TO YOUR AIRCRAFT IF
REQUIRED.

Write or telephone for our detailed brochure.

SKINNER & SMITH

12 Tylney Road, Bromley, Kent BR1 2RP
01-464 1965

TOP QUALITY — COMPETITIVELY PRICED
SAILPLANES FROM — ROLLADEN SCHNEIDER

15M Race Class Sailplane

Over 450 sold to date
41.2:1 or 45.5:1 with tips &
(Akafleig mea§pred)

I Demonstrator available

New Standard Class — successor to the LS1-f
New profile bug tolerant thin wing
NEW L S 4 40.5:1 at 54K (measured)

22M Open Class Sailplane
Ultimate performance from a new profile
N EW L S 5 high aspect ratio — bug tolerant —

carbon fibre wing

FOR DETAILS WRITE TO: OR TELEPHONE:
SPEEDSOARING MALCOLM LASSAN (084421) 4132
23 ROUNDHEAD DRIVE, THAME, OXON DICK SARGEANT (08692) 42691

164 SAILPLANE & GLIDING




GLIDER ELECTRICS

or Wiggly Amps Rule OK?

*‘There’s always another way to do it I said to our Squadron
Engineer, who is also technical member for the gliding club here
at Yeovilton. The subject under discussion was the RN & RM
GSA’s latest fleet addition —a PIK-20D, and the installation of
an electrical system of professional quality to match the rest of
the panel installation.

Apart from finding a suitable main battery, the knotly old
problem of dry batteries for the mini PZL T-&-S and where to
put them was causing a bit of head scratching, to say nothing of
the price of dry balteries these days. The thought of a corroding
old bell battery loafing inside the panel amongst all those lovely
new instruments, held in by a chunk of bungey and a tatty bit of
“electric string™", just didn’t seem right. We knocked the prob-
lem back and forth for a while and came up with the following
requirements:

a. The system must be simple to use.

b, Any changing of batteries/fuses etc should be possible with-
out dismantling the instrument pod.

¢. Charging facilities should be built in, to minimise bits and
pieces which could get left behind.

d. In flight warning of battery failure.

e. Power on indicator for T-&-S.

Main Power Supply

The most suitable battery available was a pair of small 12v
lead-acid batteries connected in parallel giving an 8amphour
capacity. A mains charger was built into the battery box to fulfil
one of the above requirements and for two further reasons.
First, by siting the mains input in an inaccesible position it is
necessary even for an unthinking person to remove the assem-
bly from the airframe before charging. (Believe me, people do it
and sulphuric acid vapour and gliders do not mix.) Secondly the
charger itself is designed to charge the cells at the correct cur-
rent thus preventing damage by cooking the battery on the
25amp charger at Fred Bloggs garage down the road.

A master fuse and circuit breaker then separate the battery
from the main power cable which, via a plug and socket, runs
forward to the base of the instrument pod. Here together with
press to transmit and microphone cables, it is connected
through an 8 pin socket 1o the panel. Thus the instrument pod in
its entirety can be quickly removed for servicing by disconnect-
ing the usual pressure instrument connector, aerial lead and a
single electrical connector.

Once inside the pod the 12v power is distributed via panel
fuseholders accessible from outside, to the radio, horizon and
electric vario, A further lead is run to an auxiliary power unit
described below.

Auxiliary Power Supplies

After I had disappeared into the workshop for a couple of
evenings and consumed a few feet of solder and several square
inches of printed circuil board, a small auxiliary power supply
{APS) was developed, powered from the main 12v supply and
providing the following facilities:

1. 5v supply for mini PZL T-&-S.

2. Automatic charging for a NICAD emergency T-&-S
battery.

3. Main battery voltage sensor and low voltage warning.

The 5v primary T-&-S supply uses an integrated circuit volt-
age regulator, These units are simple, reliable and almost inde-
structible. However they are prone sometimes to RF instability
so some filtering was required to prevenl noise on the radio.

This supply was then taken to the instrument through a two’

way-centre off switch.
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BLOCK DIAGRAM: AUXILIARY POWER SUPPLY FOR PZL T-&-S
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The snag with this system is that the T-&-S is no longer
independent of the main supply and if the main battery fails the
T-&-8 will also have lost its power, therefore a separate
emergency supply is required. A small rechargeable 4.8v
NICAD is fitted to the APS for this purpose. This battery is
automatically trickle charged whenever main battery power is
present, thus there is no requirement to open up the panel to
replace it and no flat batteries to be discovered at the flight line
after the glider has been rigged in a hurry. It is capable of
running the mini PZL for at least four hours and is connected to
the emergency side of the T-&-S switch.

The voltage sensor and battery warning circuit incorporated
in the APS has already been successfully used in one of our
gliders for a season. It gives warning on the instrument panel of
a failing main battery by lighting a red light Light Emitting
Diode (LED). This warning operates if the main battery voltage
falls below a preset value, If the horizon inverter (the main
power consumer) is switched off at this stage there should be
sufficient power to operate radio and T-&-S long enough to
complete a task. However if the warning is ignored when the
horizon is running the main battery will soon expire, possibly
leaving you in a cloud with no electrics at all, and that is why
the emergency NICAD is fitted.

Advamages of the System &

The main advanlage of the system dcscnbdd is a tidy and
easily operated installation which requires minimum mainte-
nance 1o keep the aircraft operational. The extra cost of a small
NICAD and dedicated power supply for the T-&-S is a small
price to pay for the contribution to Flight Safety and one’s own
peace of mind.

Disadvantages

Because the emergency battery is always live, even when the
main battery master switch is off, it would be possible unwit-
tingly to leave the T-&-S running unnoticed, completely
exhausting the NICAD. To guard against this a small green
LED was added which illuminates beside the T-&-S whenever
it is running, This also provides a good in-flight confidence
check as the instrument cannot normally be heard running.

The only other apparent disadvantage is the cost of the APS
(about £10) however this is offset by the price of dry batteries
over a couple of seasons. | say apparent disadvantage because
when we are talking in terms of a sailplane with a value in five
figures, whatiis a tenner? It is also good insurance against pos-
sible corrosion damage behind the panel when a dry battery dies
and oozes ils contents amongst expensive instruments. B
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The Choice of Winners at Chateauroux,
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Your Choice for the Eighties

The combination of the revolutionary new MKIV
Total Energy Compensated Variometer with the
MKIV Director is perhaps one of the most ad-
vanced, yet simple to use, systems ever.

Utilizing the latest in electronic and packaging
techniques, Cambridge is the only system with
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fittable on the field.

Full two year warranty and fast service back-up.
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Soaring Without Tears is Here

IAN STRACHAN

Thermal snifting,
Farnborough Dunstable
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I took-off in a 15 metre flapped glider
just after 9 o'clock as the cu were pop-
ping, arrived in the Dunstable area by 10
o'clock, and commenced *‘thermal snift-
ing” in weak thermals before the 15
Metre Nationals launch. It was a day of
large showers, and one in the Thames
valley brought down many Nationals
pilots on the first leg to Newbury.
Despite taking-off some 100km from
Dunstable, and being caught by one of
the showers. I was able to soar for
over six hours that day and land back at
base without a retrieve. A dream? A
line-shoot? Not with the PIK 20E high
performance motor glider.

I count myself as a purist, not for the
conventions of traditional gliding but for
maximising my soaring. Do you wish to
land in a field and then see the thermals
boil up nicely while you wait for a
retrieve, as many Nationals pilots did on
that day? Do you wish to be tied to the
launch point queue when you want to be
away to attempt some challenging soar-
ing flight? The Motor PIK gives one this
freedom, and more besides, such as an
unparalleled opportunity for wave explo-
ration, and the ability to deploy and
operate from sites away from one's
home base without derigging or trailer-
ing.

I have been a convinced high perfor-
mance motor glider (HPMG) enthusiast
since reading Andy Gough's 1968 article
on the K-12, at which time the potential
of combining a modern lightweight
engine with a high performance sailplane
dawned on me. In 1969 I had the pleas-
ure of a soaring flight round a Nationals
task in a K-14 (27bhp Hirth engine,
feathering propeller). On that day virtu-
ally all the Nationals pilots landed out on
the first leg (showers again) and only a
couple of pilots, plus myself in the motor
glider, completed the task. 1 had used a
small amount of engine time to reach a
ridge, on which 1 sat until the showers
passed. Although the flight could not
count as a pure gliding achievement due
to the use of engine, I had many hours
real soaring while others were digging
flints out of their soggy wheelbays.
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I then joined an SF-27M syndicate.
This machine had a fully retracting
engine and really showed the way that a
HPMG should be designed, as a high
performance glider first, with a retract-
ing engine built in later so as to ensure all
the proper sailplane features as a first
priorily, But with manual engine start,
and only moderate performance by cur-
rent standards, the SF-27M was simply a
marker which pointed the way for a
manufacturer with flair and initiative to
follow. Even so, 1 was able to fly the
SF-27 in four Nationals, exercise the
rules for integrating HPMGs in contests,
and practise contest launching and
retrieves from goal airfields by use of
engine. In one Nationals the machine
was never derigged, which I count as an
advantage, although devotees of the
traditional hard labour of gliding may
not.

Missed opportunity

But what was always required was a
higher performance machine. It was
most disappointing when the Motor
Nimbus production was stopped after
only a handful had been made. And
Slingsbys had a design for a Motor Kes-
trel which was to fly in the Waikerie
World Championships in a Motor Glider
Class. But when CIVV cancelled the
HPMG class, Slings cancelled the
Motor Kestrel. An opportunity missed,
and not only for engineering develop-
ment but, I believe, for commercial pro-
fit too. 1 have always thought that the
first manufacturer to produce a really
viable HPMG, with the emphasis on
High Performance, would sweep up a
large world market. The PIK 20E is such
a machine, and it fulfils almost all the
criteria for the HPMG that 1 suggested
in an article in 1972.

It is a thoroughly orthodox full-span
flapped 15 metre sailplane, with fully
retracting engine and propeller, it has
reliable electric starting and an engine
climb performance in excess of 6kt. 1
had the opportunity to fly the prototype
PIK 20E at Lasham in 1978, and have

. 3 ’:; v ;'\- ¥
lan photographed by Mike
Metre Arctic Lite Nationals.

.
the 15

been flying a production glider since
January 1980. 1 recommend it unreser-
vedly to anyone who wants high perfor-
mance |5 metre soaring without the
inconveniences of conventional opera-
tion. Its engineering standard is good, its
design is ingenious and well thought out,
its soaring performance is typical of
other 15 metre ships, and its vices are
few. The extra cost of the motor (a PIK
20E costs about the same as an unmotor-
ised Nimbus) can be absorbed by having
a larger syndicate, made possible by bet-
ter utilisation of the machine compared
to ordinary gliders.

The photograph shows that the cock-
pit is conventional except for a few extra
engine switches (left of the ASI) and
gauges (below radio), and the engine
retract quadrant on the right hand side.
The lever with the knob on the end
opens and closes the engine doors,
which are on the fuselage top side behind
the wings. When the doors are open, a
propeller brake is applied to stop the
prop rotating, and using the prop brake
and a cockpit mirror, the prop can be
stoppad vertical. The handle under the
lever is for winding the engine up or
down and needs 15 turns for full travel.
My major criticism of the PIK is that 15

167



turns is about tem turns too many for
erecting the engine (the SF-27 used only
3% turns), but this should not put off
potential buyers bécause, to be fair, the
15 turns require very little force and are
very straightforward. Average height
loss over seven engine retractions in
early flights was only 225ft (300ft worst,
120ft best).

A programme was flown at Farn-
borough to establish the lowest height
from which successful re-start and climb
could be made. An approach was made,
gear and flap down and using airbrakes,
to a simulated field, and at the test height
the airbrakes were retracted, engine
doors opened and engine wound out and
started. The ignition and fuel pump were
switched on beforehand. Tests were
started at 500ft (twice), 300, 250, 200
(twice), 150 (four times) and finally 100ft
(four times).

It must be emphasised that these were
flown in carefully controlled conditions
with good tarmac underneath in the
event of error or failure to start. But they
do show the potential of the machine in
starting from low altitude on the
approach to a large field. 1 fitted a sec-
ond starter button to the engine door
handle (see photo) which was a signific-
ant improvement, enabling the start
sequence to be completed with the right
hand without needing to change hands to

L o BN

press the normal start button on the left
side near the ASI. Future developments
should aim for an automatic engine erec-
tion and start sequence, perfectly easy
by using either an electric motor or hyd-
raulic strut, with automatic starter oper-
ation when erected.

Take-off performance is good, with
typical ground rolls of 500ft in light
winds and about 100 metres with full flap
for minimum run. Rate of ¢limb without
walerballast was measured at 696ft/min
over the first 1000ft. Taxying is via a
steerable tailwheel and hidden wheels in
the slightly downturned wingtips, and is
adequate without being as precise as in
normal light aircraft. When the wind is
over 12kt, turning the tail against wind
pressure is difficult when taxying cross-
wind but if the awkward headings can be
anticipated, the glider can be swung
rapidly through them without loss of
taxying ability., At a gliding site this
should present no problem, but at an air-
field with tarmac taxyways and ATC,

extended taxying on some headings in
strong winds would not be possible, This
can be improved by different tailwheel
and spring assembly which is being
investigated for David Innes’ machine
which he operates from Guernsey to go
soaring in France.

There are two cautionary notes about
HPMG operations. It is essential that a

STORCOMM

Rugged reliable communication

TR 7603 — 2 watt, two-unit air set
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field is picked before attemptling an
engine restart in the air and, if below
1000ft, the undercarriage must be low-
ered before the engine doors are opened.
If the engine does not start, or the pilot
makes an error of switching, the glider
can then be landed safely in the selected
field, This procedure should be practised
regularly so that an approach with the
extra drag of the extended engine can be
safely flown (glide angle is about 16 with
engine out, about the same as a T-21). If
the engine does not start, under no cir-
cumstances try and wind it in (unless,
say above 1500ft). It will only cause
more panic in the cockpit and make a
major misjudgment of the field landing
more likely.

The ROTAX engine in the PIK has
re-started easily on all occasions, except
once when I was practising restarts and
had the engine neither hot nor cold but at
an awkward intermediate temperature.
It was easy to open the brakes and land
ahead when this happened, but you need
a larger than normal field (say 2000ft
long) to do this from heights below 500ft
agl, and retain the option of an easy land-
ing straight ahead if the engine does not
start. From higher altitudes a normal
field will do, lowering the gear and com-
mencing the restart procedure from the
end of the downwind leg, as a high finals
turn is commenced. | cannot recommend
too strongly that HPMG pilots practise
this regularly so that they are not caught
out away from base, and until practise is
gained, do not try and restart below 600ft
agl.

The other cautionary tale is about
taking-off from fields. If one is unfortu-
nate enough to land in a field, there is
every temptation to take-off again. If the
field has a good firm surface this is per-
fectly safe, but long grass, soft ground,

or uphill slope will easily double or treble
the take-off run with possibly disastrous
results, particularly if trees, wires or
houses are on the overshoot. The moral
is to pace out the field to check for ade-
quate length, and set an acceleration
check, below which the take-off will be
abandoned. At least 30kt 1AS after 12sec
is a suitable minimum acceleration figure
for the PIK, but once again pilots should
regularly measure their normal take-off
distances and accelerations (on the ASI)
s0 that these can be used for comparison
when in less orthodox circumstances.
And it's not unstick distance that’s criti-
cal, it's the distance to climbing clear of
possible trees etc on the overshoot.

Within Requirements

And what about noise. At full power
the PIK produced a peak of 63.5dBA
under ICAO/CAA certification condi-
tions during overflights from two differ-
ent machines at 300m height. The A"’
weighting in **dBA"" is intended to com-
pensate for the reduced acuity of the
human ear at low and high frequencies,
and is used for light aircraft, traffic and
industrial noise. The certification
requirement is 68dBA or less at cruise
power. Since an addition of only 3dB
doubles sound power, it can be seen that
the PIK is generously within the
requirements. On static tests on the
ground at full power, the PIK produced
3. 1dBA less than the Lasham Rallye 180
tug. But the higher pitched harmonics or
*tones’' of a two-stroke engine and high
revving prop can be distinguished above
lower pitched but higher noise levels.
This is supposed to be allowed for in the
“A"" weighting but as human reactions
to noise are subjective, is difficult to
measure scientifically. What one can say

is that the PIK has a similar noise out-
put to tugs, but at least it should clear
quickly into a thermal and not repeat the
noise process at regular intervals as tugs
do.

Finally, I would mention the barograph
trace for the Dunstable thermal snifting
flight described earlier. Transit from
Farnborough to Dunstable before it was
thermic was achieved by the *‘climb and
glide™ method. One climb to 3500t short
of Green | and another to 4500ft past the
airway were all that was necessary to
glide to Dunstable. Running the engine
all the time during a transit flight is
incredibly wasteful and the climb/glide
method is far better, allowing one also to
exploit any lift found during the glides. |
carry a standard pack of a sleeping bag,
toothbrush etc so that overnight stays at
friendly clubs may be made before
returning to base at the end of a
weekend, and the still air range by
climb-and-glide is probably about 400km
with no lift to help. The thermal part of
the Dunstable flight speaks for itself, and
although the flight was not in any way a
notable achievement, it did give me more
real soaring that day than many a
Nationals pilot who was sitting in a field,
and at a cost of only two gallons of fuel.
That is what the HPMG is all about —
more SOARING — let us recognise
their potential and let us have more of
them! How about a 17 metre Motor
Vega?

References from S&G, "'The K-12'", 1968,
p43; ""The Proof of the Pudding,"" 1970, p129;
(letrer), 1970, p415; “'Flying the Clockwork
Mouse,"' 1971, p461; ''‘Manufacturers
Awake,"" 1972, p323 and "'Nationals without
Tears,” 1973, p368. In addition, RAE letter
reports *'Noise Measurements on Light Air-
craft,"" Feb 5, 1980 and *'Flight Tests — PIK
208", Feb 21, 1980, which are available from
the author or the BGA office.

AT LAST — A REALLY LIGHT GLASSFIBRE TWO SEATER!

15.8 metre 310 kilos™ 1 in 35 glide angle

Scheibe SF H-34 sailplane

-Also SF-25C Falhq.-&F—lSE
~_ and SF-28 Tandem Falkm
- motor gliders
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THE ASTIR G103 TWIN TRAINER....

\' i DEMONSTRATOR AVAILABLE NOW AT BOOKER AIRFIELD
\_ | THE GROB ASTIR FAMILY CAN MEET YOUR
EVERY GLIDING REQUIREMENT

DETAILS REGARDING
SALES — DELIVERY — DEMONSTRATION
U.K. & EIRE DISTRIBUTORS

SOARING OXFORD LTD.
TELEPHONE 086 736 565
TELEX 83251
90 OXFORD ROAD
GARSINGTON

h : OXFORD OX9 9AE
7 (P. CURTIS, D. LIDBURY, P. PRATELLI)

SERVICE REPAIR AND PARTS ' ’
FOR ASTIR RANGE AND : ‘| VISA
ALL GLIDER TYPES

CHILTERN SAILPLANES LTD.

TELEPHONE 0494 445854

BOOKER AIRFIELD
Nr. MARLOW

BUCKS SL7 3DR
(D. W. Paton)

SHOP NOW OPEN .. ..

AT BOOKER AIRFIELD WE HAVE IN STOCK

AN EXTENSIVE RANGE OF SPARES FOR ALL

GLIDER TYPES, ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT &

MATERIALS INCLUDING: -
NUTS & BOLTS (AGS & METRIC), GLASSCLOTHS,

RESINS, DOPES, PAINTS, FABRICS, TAPES, ADHESIVES,
POLISHES etc.
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CONSUMER REPORT:

FRANK IRVING

It has been recognised for some years
that the conspicuity of white gliders is
improved by applying patches of bright
colour (red or *‘flame’’) to their
extremities. Such treatment is compul-
sory in Germany, strongly recom-
mended here, and a necessity for entry
to British Championships.

Whereas plain colours simply reflect
the appropriate parts of the spectrum of
white light, fluorescent paints absorb
light over an appreciable range of fre-
quencies and emit it in a narrower band-
width, thus enhancing the brilliance. So,
when Spectra announced their fluores-
cent paints in aerosol cans for DIY
application, the BGA Technical Com-
mittee thought that they could well be
suitable for applying conspicuity mark-
ings to sailplanes. Messrs Spectra were
kind enough to supply cans of their red
and green paint, together with white
undercoat, for trial purposes.

The machines given the treatment
were a certain Std Libelle, 466, and a
PIK 20B, No. 20. The Libelle already
had some **flame"’ markings on the rud-
der, wingtips and below the nose. Addi-
tional red markings were applied above
the front fuselage, in the form of two
panels about 70cm long, tapering in
width from 12cm to 30cm. Since the
markings were to be applied over white
gel coat, there seemed little point in
using the white undercoat, so the red
paint was sprayed directly on to the gel
coat after cleaning it and applying suit-
able masking. Conditions for application
were not entirely ideal: the **Brown
Elephant™ at Lasham forms a commodi-
ous workshop but the chill in December
tends to permeate the bones. The paint
didn’t seem particularly worried by the

Fluorescent Paint by Spectra

temperature, apart from the considerable
drying time,

Several coats — about four — were
required to achieve solid uniform cover-
age, and the end-product fairly seared
the eyeballs. However, there was one
very tedious problem: the nozzles of the
aerosol cans kept clogging. The ‘'pig-
ment™" (in inverted commas because it
isn't a straightforward colouration)
seems to be fairly coarse and, indeed,
the final product feels fairly rough to the
touch. The spray nozzles seemed to be
somewhat too fine and it was only poss-
ible to finish the job in a reasonable
length of time by borrowing nozzles from
other cans.

Excellent final finish

On 466, the edges of the spraying were
rubbed down a little and the whole areas
were smoothed with wet-and-dry, but
leaving a matt surface. This treatment
did not seem to affect the appearance of
the paint. A smooth transparent top-coat
is available: this was not applied to 466,
which flew last season with matt panels.
On 20, the wingtips and rudder were
finished with the green fluorescent paint
by John Hulme, who also applied trans-
parent top coat. He achieved an excel-
lent final finish.

So much for the mechanics of applica-
tion. Did the paint work? Obviously,
quantitative tests are very difficult to
organise, so we didn’t try. But it was
quite clear that 466's nose was a very
conspicuous object. At a distance of, say
200m, it was markedly more startling
than anything else in sight. I myself did
not have the opportunity to observe it in
the air from another glider but the evi-
dence of others is that it was highly con-
spicuous. The green on 20 does not form

FAA Loft No. 20264
\_ Member SSA/TSA for 25 years

( SECURITY SAFETY CHUTES

~

IN STOCK

Model 150- Low speed category
(under 150 m.p.h.) 16 Ibs.
Model 250- Standard category
total weight 17 Ibs.
Colors- Red, Blue, Black or Gold
Complete with matching carrying case
Available with infatable air bladders
For FAST Service
Call our TOLL FREE Number
1-800-527-7530

We have an emergency parachute for every
need and budget.
Ask about our special deal 10 fellow " glider guiders™

8IS Lo Field Drive
k Dallis. Traan LS4 THINS @ J1de 1500140
- /
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anything like such a contrast against the
usual background. It looks elegant and
decorative at close quarters but is by no
means as conspicuous as was the red on
466.

At the end of last season, I removed
the Spectra paint from 466 with cellulose
thinners: it had faded slightly and 1
wanted to see whether it had affected the
gel coat, It had had a slight effect, a faint
stain in the white beneath, which seemed
to come off with the application of rub-
bing compound. It would have been
laborious to rub-down the complete area
so it was re-sprayed with *'flame" cel-
lulose, being rather more in the house
style.

To summarise:

1. Spectra red fluorescent aerosol paint
is very conspicuous. As a marking on
white gliders, it is significantly more
conspicuous than plain red or flame.
Spectra green seems to be much less
conspicuous than red for this particular
purpose.

2. Application is straightforward except
for the tendency of the spray nozzles to
clog. A supply of spare nozzles and
some cleaning facilities are essential.

3. Careful rubbing-down and the appli-
cation of Spectra transparent top-coat
are necessary to achieve a good gloss fin-
ish.

4. After a year, the red paint had faded
but only slightly. It had left a slight stain
in the gel coat beneath.

The white undercoat, fluorescent
paint and clear top-coal are manufac-
tured by Spectra Automotive and
Engineering Ltd, Treloggan Industrial
Estate, Newquay, Cornwall, and are
available at most good motorists’ DIY
shops.

Mr. W. R. Dell, Marketing Manager of Spectra,
comments: We naturally much regret the fact that
you had a sample tin from our initial production
run and some of these proved to be laulty. The
problem was the clogging of the spray tip (pre-
cisely that which Mr. Irving experienced). As soon
as this was discovered the problem was
researched and a replacement spray button of a
different type was substituted. Our in-house filled
stock was immediately converted and all subse-
quent production runs have incorporated this
new spray button. Clogging Is now no longer a
problem.

In order to absorb the maximum light the sur-
face must, by delinition, be matt and this natur-
ally provides maximum fluorescence. The surface
ol the paint can be protected with a coal of
Spectra Clear Lacquer but will reduce the effect
albeit a small amount (touching up scratches or
abrasions is of course a lengthy process when
Clear Lacquer has been used).
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Whatever its height or span, Conder can supply the new factory or warehouse you
require, offering clear, uncluttered interiors with maximum adaptability of floor-
space.

For offices, schools, hospitals, and hotels, the unique Kingsworthy method of con-
struction can provide quality buildings in virtually half the time taken by traditional
methods.

That means your costs will not be sky-high!

For further information, contact your local Conder Company for fully illustrated literature or, alternatively, ask for a
Conder Consultant to call.

Conder International Limited

Winchester, Hants S023 7SJ

Tel: (0962) 882222 Telex: 47465

: s Compani t London, Burton-on-Trent,

World leaders in steel framed buildings Da:ﬂgg?(;?\?gurgger?\:ul Fond Cridoent:
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BOOR REVIEWS

Kill Devil Hill by Harry B. Combs with Mar-
tin Caidin published by Secker and War-
burg at £7.95. First Flight by John Evangel-
ist Walsh published by George Allen and
Unwin Ltd at £5.50.

There are three puzzles about the success
of the Wright brothers which induce one to
read book after book about their story in
the hope of finding a solution. Why did
nobody else in the world's population
come anywhere near to achieving their
success at the time they did? Why did it
take four years of gliding trials before they
felt confident enough to put in a motor?
And why did it take another five years
before their success became generally
known in the world and before anyone else
came near to emulating them?

The two books, though covering the
same aviation story, differ much in style
and emphasis. That of Harry Combs starts
with the author standing with Neil Arm-
strong, the first man on the moon, on the
spot where the world's first aeroplane flight
ended, and gazing up towards the spot
where it began. This sentimental approach
to events colours the whole book, but does
not spoil it, as he is well versed in the tech-
nical side of the story. Every aviation his-
tory book states that news of Lilienthal's
fatal accident first roused the interest of
the Wright brothers in aviation, but only
Combs reveals that when it arrived Orville
was in bed recovering from typhoid; Wilbur
brought the news to Orville's bedside and
they discussed aviation for hours.

A favourite son

During the previous eight years from the
age of 18 to 26, Wilbur had been rather
aloof from his brothers and sisters and
spent much time with his mother, whose
favourite son he was; this period started
with a bad facial injury from a hockey stick.
The author frequently puts his thoughts
into the minds of other people, but this does
not spoil his story, which is reasonably
complete.

John Walsh's outlook is very different. He
isa''fan" of Wilbur, and states at the outset
that Orville, who outlived Wilbur for so
long, used this period to foster the impres-
sion that he had an equal share in the ideas
which led to their success, and the author
deliberately wrote his book to redress the
balance. He, like no other historian, gives a
long account of Wilbur's childhood, with
much documentation, and his story of
Wibur's subsequent life is very full. He
gives an account, omitted elsewhere, of
how, when Wilbur first came to Europe,
Orville had sent the dismantled aircraft,
neatly packed into a crate, to Le Havre,
where the French customs pulled every-
thing out and then, in trying to stuff it back,
did an amount of damage which took Wil-
bur a fortnight to repair. But he is wrong in

August/September 1980

stating that Wilbur, on his first European
flight at Le Mans, took off at the first
attempt: a plausible account states that he
made so many false starts that the crowd
began to mock his instructions to his
launching assistant, until at last they were
about to echo “‘trois” when he suddenly
became airborne.

An interesting sidelight on Wilbur's men-
tality, given by Walsh, is a story that once,
when he was trundling the aircraft back to
the starting point, he noticed a man taking
a photograph; he went up to the man and
actually persuaded him to hand over his
undeveloped negative.

The four years' delay in putting in the
motor seems to have been due to control
problems, especially that when the
warping-wing lateral control was put on,
the downgoing trailing edge caused the
glider to turn the other way. But the five
years' delay in worldwide publicity seems
to have been spent in patent legislation
concerning the combination of lateral with
directional control, and attempts to sell the
design to governments, first American and
then French.

One cause of lack of public impact by
news of mechanical flight must have been
that nobody had any idea of what such a
machine should look like. When, on my
school's newspaper desk, | saw a short
report that the Wright machine had flown
24 miles, my idea of a flying machine was
an illustration to H. G. Wells's novel ''The
War in the Air', then being serialised,
which showed the invention of a man
named Butteridge to consist of three fans
rotating on horizontal axes, with no pro-
vision for preventing the upgoing side can-
celling out the effect of the downgoing
side.

Alfred Weyl, who came to England as a
refugee in 1934 and set up a glider factory
in Dunstable, said that in his father's day
Lilienthal’'s activities were widely heard of
in Germany but, his father said, Lilienthal
was regarded as some sort of acrobat
rather than as an aviation pioneer.

When Wilbur sent to a newspaper an
account of the brothers' experiments and
early flying activities, the editor returned it
with the comment: “If all this was true, it
would have been in all the newspapers by
now''.

A. E. SLATER

Fit To Fly, A Medical Handbook for Pilots,
compiled by the BALPA Medical Study
Group, 80 pages, published by Granada
Publishing at £2.25.
This splendidly readable little book will
be welcomed by those seeking sound
advice offered in plain language. Good
reasons are given for adopting a positive
approach to health and physical fitness. In
pointing the way, the authors achieve the
necessary simplicity by sticking closely to
the common ground.

Although written primarily for airline
pilots, many sections of the book will be of

interest to the gliding fraternity. The two
chapters on Aviation Physiology contain all
the important facts in remarkably succinct
form. There is discussion of stress, much
concern with backache and cautionary
advice on drugs and alcohol. Even the sec-
tions on Tropical Medicine and time-zone
problems could soon prove relevant as
55:1 becomes reality . . .

DAVID EVANS

British Airports by Alan J. Wright, pub-
lished by lan Allan Ltd at £1.25. This neat
little guide by Alan J. Wright has recently
been published. Apart from all the relevant
material vital to aviation watchers, with an
impressive coverage of the 43 larger air-
ports together with maps, there is an extra
section giving the location and use of some
of the smaller airfields, many of which are
used by gliding clubs. | can imagine this
attractively presented book appealing to a
wide readership.

GILLIAN BRYCE-SMITH

Winch and Auto-Tow Equipment compiled
by R. B, Stratton, published by the BGA and
available from them at 90p including pép.
Dick has produced a handbook subtitled:
“"Some disconnected jottings and uncon-
firmed random thoughts”. It is just that, but
anyone wanting to know the state of the art
of building winches etc can obtain useful
information on where to find out about
winch technology — although Dick himself
has as an introduction "Blacksmithery is
more cost-effective than technology''.

There is an interesting section on
"Goon-Proofing Criteria” as applied to
winches, although | suspect he is being too
optimistic to imagine it is possible to make
a completely club-member-proof winch —
or any other piece of launching equipment
for that matter. The tug aircraft is the near-
est we get to it, primarily because it is not
available for every club member to get his
hands/feet on it!

Every club technical officer should cer-
tainly get a copy of this handbook, particu-
farly if a new winch is in his club's
thoughts.

B. H. BRYCE-SMITH

K-7 Breguet 905 Fauvette
K-8 Nord 2000
Olympia 28 Skylark 28

All priced to sell
No VAT

Open or closed trailers available

BOB McLEAN
241 Bawtry Road, Bessacarr

Doncaster
Tel: 0302 55861
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- CARMAM 15.36

WINNER of the Ihree race days in the Weslem Regionals.

TOP performance. good handling and easy to get into small fieids.

Sister ship to the CARMAM 15,36 — |he seif build KIT 15.34 with the ready
perfarmance closely approaching the 15.36

Get the performance of a second generation NEW glass ship al the cost of a second hand glider

Flow Technology

built wings for 2

5, Strong Parachute

PARACHUTES

SECURITY 150 (wilh the buill in seat cushion). We stock both lypes in a variety ol colowrs. Both parachutes
come complele wilh carrying bag and repacking instructions
(New parachute bags in stock for other chutes)

RADIOS {GROUND SETS)

Are you having problems with your radio? We have some “as new’ PYE WESTMINSTERS — 0.5 micro-voll

gﬁuu 5::11? oulput. Approval cerlificate supplied with each sel. 130.1 and 130.4MHz fited . Vol met
optional exira.

For a useful radio to swop between cars how about a PYE MOTOFONE? Seif contained, just plug it into the

cigar lighter sockel and place a magnelic base aerial on the 1o

Improve the range ot your presenl set — fit a 5/8 uavelnnuth nagnm: base aerial — 348 gain over a

standard whip aerial

(AIR SETS)
T™ 61's In slock also JOLIOT ERS both fitted with 130.1 and 130.dMHz2.
Hi-FI BOOM MICROPHONES. Super clarity. High output for TM 61's.

CHARGERS

Current and voltage limiting chargers for GEL CELLS and if you wanl 10 charge from your car batiery we
hgv: a CHARGER which plugs illﬁ the CIGAR LIGHTER SOéKET and charges while an relrieve or over-
night,

ELECTRIC VARIOS and A.D.C's

How many pilots bugsl super expensive American varia and then lit a mechanical vario as back-up! G.E.B.
in the CARMAM 15.36 won all (hree race days in the WESTERN REGlONnLS on the Flow Technology A.D.C.
alone. Simple to use. zero reading, audio oulput with silant zone, two point it 1o your polar, reliabie
and half the cosl of imported American unils. Two year guaraniee.

BAROGRAPHS

\Nl stock the widest range of WINTER "’""%3{"’ in the UK. 6K paper and ink for cross country fiight
5 (it will also do Jor Diamond Height!) nna |zxsmom foil for height records and general use.

MO OA GLIDER BAROGRAPHS — lor the new PIK

TAIL SKIDS
The lates! replacement tailskid for modern gliders — r-mr.hannabia nylon wheal or skid with a single
screw. Resistant to knock off in ground loops and low drag

SOARING MAGAZINE

We are the U K. DISTRIBUTORS. Airmailed in, in bulk, you get your copy within the first few days of the
current month by first class post. Annual sub 'C15 for 12 issues. The best articles on flight tests, record
flights, tech hints. Get In the know. GET SOARING.

WINTER VARIOS
The FASTEST mechanical vario in general use. In stock B0mm, 80mm. with ar without Speed to Fly ring

FULL 16 PAGE CATALOGUE and PRICE LIST available on request. Full delails of all items in stock.

\b&?hﬂl

1980 Symposium Proceedings
Cross Country Soaring New Sprung Tail Skids and Wheels
Once upon a Thermal
Johnson Flight Tests

The Safety Corner

Oxygen Cylinders, Regulators,
Masks. Flow Meters, Tubing

- e

Soaring Magazine

Winter Varlometers o
L A
STF Rings, Multi-way Connectors.

Electric Audio Vanos Barograph Charts, Ink

FLOW TECHNOLOGY (2000) LTD. 126 Welham Road,
Telephone Malton (0653) 2469 Norih Yorkshire Y017 9DU

Don't be uncomfortable in your cockpit — get a thin, modern parachule such as the STRONG or the

BATTERIES
Don't nisk a flat battery in a competition — fit YUASA gel-cell batieries. Dasaumd 1o il German gliders.
Available in 6V BAh: 12V BAh and for a reserve of varios and radio only 12V 1 8Ah

Pye Motafone Mobile Radio

Malton, I Security 150 Parachute

:ﬂ

Pye Wesiminster Mobile Radio

- =

P |

Clqal' Socket Gell Cell Charger

i Winter Barograph

-

Magnetic Base Aerial

Mini Turn and Slips
4'2 and 12 Volt

Mains-Gel Cell Charger Bohli Compass

FLOW TECHNOLOGY (2000) LTD. 126 Welham Road, Malton, N. Yorks YO17 9DU  Telephone Malton (0653) 2469
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A NEW POLAR iy
FOR

—————— 40001

T Ay

_Polar for ballasted Mini

(Anhg/m-pabei)

SPEED RECORDS | .. .

BRENNIG JAMES

Now that gliders with L/Ds of 60 are on the drawing board and
may go into production, although 1 for one don't know who can
afford to buy them, perhaps it is time for a new look at the speed
to fly problem.

If you have an L/D of 60 and cross the line at about 270kt you
can get round without a climb at all. Since you have a free gift of
about 5500ft, does this affect the relation between speed to fly
and thermal strength? If you divide this height into the time of
flight is it equivalent to a boost to your rate of climb? This
problem can be easily solved by redrawing the glider’s polar
giving negative time versus height,

We assume that the task will be completed so there is no need
to plot distance since this is not a variable. We also assume that
the task will be completed at time zero since this gives a nicer
diagram. We therefore draw the polar to show how much earlier
olr;g must start if the thermals are weak; the result is shown
above.

SAILPLANE/GLIDER/AIRCRAFT

INSURANCE

TRY THE SPECIALISTS

J. A. Harrison (Brokers) Ltd.

SECURITY HOUSE
160-161 BROMSGROVE STREET
BIRMINGHAM B5 6NY

RATES ARE REDUCED BY
QUALIFICATION

SPECIAL SCHEME FOR
EXPERIENCED PILOTS

Telephone: 021-692-1245
Telex: 335142

We also simplify by assuming still air, no corners and one
thermal which is entered immediately after crossing the start
line. Note that the climb is continued until it strikes the tangent
of the polar whereupon the glide is commenced. From the curve
it is obvious that if the line is crossed high or low, the relation
between rate of climb and height at commencement of the final
glide is unaffected. It can also be seen that as the lift gets
stronger the proportion of time spent climbing is reduced, so
that the glide speed of the glider becomes a more important
factor,

Give waterballast a second thought

Somewhere between speed for the best glide and speed for min
sink, the time spent climbing equals the time spent sinking, so
average speed comes out at half the glide speed, say about 25kt.
This may seem very slow, but it is surprising how often in
competitions tasks are performed at this kind of speed, so think
twice before you fill with too much waterballast.

The polar is derived from the usual L/D curve which plots
downward velocity against horizontal velocity at different
speeds. Using this curve we simply find out how long it will
take to fly 100km at a particular speed and how much height will
be required to do it.

Suppose pilots A and B decide to fly round a 100km triangle
in still air and agree to finish at exactly the same time. Immedi-
ately after crossing the line there is a thermal which goes up
10km at a steady speed so all they have to do is climb until they
have enough height to get round. A can only climb at Im/sec so
he starts at —75min, that is 75min before the time when he
intends to finish. He stays with the thermal to 2800m then sets
off at 140km/h. B can climb at 1.33m/sec so he starts later at
—~65min, climbs to 3200m then sets off at 160km/h. They both
finish at the same time. It is apparent that this polar is a better
way of expressing a sailplane’s performance in practical terms
than the usual one.

London Sailplanes Ltd.

Tring Road, Dunstable, Beds.
Telephone Dunstable 62068

U.K. Agents for Tost and A. Schleicher
Open Monday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

C.A.A. welding and re-sprays
Repairs to wood, glass-fibre and steel tube machines
Stocks of most materials for repairs and re-builds
Wide range of instruments in stock
Barograph and A.S.I. Calibration
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DUNSTABLE MAY 24 - JUNE 2

MIKE BIRD

Briefing on the first day.

““An Interesting Contest'’

The figures speak for themselves (no they don't! What do you
think I asked you to write a report for? Eb). Oh all right — but
they certainly tell a story. Even if you had been out of the
country during the seven contest days of the 15 Metre Nation-
als you would be able to guess the conditions from the number
of finishers (6, 2, 4, 1, 33, 2 and 39) and from the median speeds
on each day (49, 49, 52, 32, 77, 65 and 73km/h). The average
speed of the day winners was only 60km/h or 32kt; this suggests
average thermal strengths of 1% to 2kt, considerably less than
the Standard British Thermal of 212kt although one has to allow
for the massive diversions from course that most pilots made on
the difficult days. The fact that on the first day 20 pilots failed to
cover even half the course (the following days 42, 23, 12, 6, 33
and 4) suggests one thing: the typical British summer in all its
cyclonic cussedness. Interesting weather in the sense of the old
Chinese curse ‘‘May you live in interesting times."

The week before the Nationals there were some magnificent
conditions — B000ft cloudbases and records broken. On Mon-
day, May 20, Dave Watt (ASW-20) and Chris Rollings (PIK
20p) achieved 100km/h (a UK record) and 98kmfh round
300km, Chris just pipping Dave with handicap for the lead in
the Arctic Lite £500 contest for the fastest 300km triangle in
1980, (There is still plenty of time to top that if the thermals ever
return!) Hopes were buoyant for 1976-style conditions in the
Championships, but those were the last gasps of a high pressure
system that gave way to the traditional depressions chasing
each other across the Atlantic, laden with moisture.

Met man Peter Baylis did an amazingly good job in the worst
possible type of weather for gliding forecasts, which are critical
as lo precise amounts of cloud cover. Cloud amounts are only
easy to predict in anticyclones. As Wally Wallington said in
1964, when the Nationals were nearly washed out after an
unbroken series of fine weather contests from 1955 to 1963,
*It's a lot more difficult when you've got weather!” We cer-
tainly had weather this time. Satellites and computers help, but
so does a glider pilot's nose.
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Photographs and drawings also by Mike
Bird

Day 1, May 25: 185.3km triangle, Towcester, Bourton on the
Water.

Forecasl: Stable north-westerly airstream, weak thermals,
Cirrus came in from NW about one hour earlier than
expected.

The start was a late one as conditions only slowly improved.
The six finishers all started within a very narrow ten-minute
timeband, from 14.52 (Chris Rollings) to 15.02 (Rocky Stone the
day winner), All |5 who started after 15.02 failed to make it
round. Timing is critical in cyclonic conditions and the organis-
ers and the pilots soon became expert at chogsing not merely
the right hour but the right minute to get the show on the road,

The non-finishers were distributed pretty €évenly over the
course — which is by way of saying that conditions were more
or less equally vile all the way round. ‘

Bernard Fitchett took a big lone gamble — and lost. *'l
thought it was going to be a pure distance day, so | left early to
maximise time in the air and go the furthest. I was first into the
second turning point. It was becoming grotty at Enstone about
ten miles short of the turning point: 1 went in high (4700ft asl),
decided to reject weak one knot lift — because 1 was approach-
ing an upwind turning point — until 1 rounded the turning point
at 2500ft. Found nothing, Landed. It was an all or nothing
risk."”

Having assured the visiting publicans, brewers and club-
owners — who were visiting their first gliding contest by cour-
tesy of Allied Breweries and the London Gliding Club — that
the winners would probably be back not long after five o’clock,
I was somewhat embarrassed when the leaders sauntered back
at around half-past six to seven, ie opening time, so the admir-
ing audience I had hoped to assemble for the spectacular mass
finish had evaporated. However I did win £2 from my partner
betting that less than half the field could finish. It's an ill
wind that . . .
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Harvey Allen, National Brands Director of Allied Breweries (UK) Ltd
presenting the Arctic Lite trophy to Brian Spreckley, the Champion.

And there was no ceremonial watering of the heads of the
Dunstable Downs picnickers as Rocky and his pursuers went
over. There was only one day, much later in the week, when the
conditions merited such a gesture.

Day 1; Leading Results — 1. Rocky Stone (Mini Nimbus),
54.Bkm/h, 564pts; 2. Peter Sheard (Mini Nimbus), 52.85km/h,
559pts; 3. Chris Rollings (PIK 200), 49.82km/h, 553pts.

Day 2, May 26: 281.1km triangle, St Neots, Andover.
Forecast: A low over the North Irish Sea; unstable south-
westerly airstream, 5/8 cirrus, 6/8 cu and strato-cu locally
8/8. Thermals 2-4kt. The actual weather was much as fore-
cast, though weaker than was hoped.

The universal motto this day was *‘get away from Dunstable
as soon as possible.'’ Crawling towards the startline at 2000ft,
John Cardiff called **Gate™” some seconds before the line was
officially open (quite legitimate since it is startline lime not the
gate time that is announced in advance by Rika and there can
be a minute's difference between *Gate™’ and “*Line’" at low
speeds) and stole away with the pack not far behind. Twenty
pilots left in the first ten minutes.

Down the difficult, into-wind second leg, the customary vast
divergences from track sorted out the smart (or lucky) from the
rest. After Bedford, John Cardiff turned north to Bletchley;
Bernard Fitchett and others turned south and landed soon after.

After climbing from 800ft to 5000 in rain at Bletchley, Cardiff
found the weather improving steadily. Nine knots at Goring
took him to the base of a cloud street that bore him happily to
the second TP. To the west, he said **the sky looked fantastic"'.
Sadly John's barograph only showed a partial trace and
he was penalised 20 points to trail Andy Davis by three points
for the day, Only these two finished and only 11 others passed
the 100km mark; the winner, Davis, was rewarded with a mere
278 points for his pains.

Fitchett again: *'I left early. but after yesterday 1 decided to
let about a dozen start before me, crossing at 12.09. No prob-
lems till returning from the Bedford turning point — just murk.
Down at 700ft asl, joined a gaggle a bit lower than the others,
who included Richard Aldous. They got away. I didn’t contact.
It was patchy, cyclonic weather with big gaps. No, I don’t feel
less happy in 15 metres than in a big ship — but you need an
Open ship to cross some of those gaps.”

Day 2: Leading Results — 1. Andy Davis (Nimbus 15c), 45.28km/h,
287pts; 2. John Cardiff (ASW-20), 51.91km/h, 270pts; 3. Brian
Spreckley (ASW-20), 186.10km, 170pts.
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THOUGHTS OF “JJ" (John Jeffries)

ON LUCK

"“Pilots often complain about ‘flukey' days. What inter-
ests me is that the people who get all the luck on
‘flukey’ days are normally the same people. The ones
who use tactics to survive."

ON WEATHER AND SIZE OF TASK

“Big tasks are often better than small tasks when the
weather is difficult. It gives the task-setters and the
pilots more room for manoeuvre. A delay due to
weather while on a tiny triangle can make a disastrous
difference to a pilot's score; on a big task these prob-
lems have a less serious effect.”

ON TIMING

"I believe the secret of successful lask-setting is to get
the pilots away as soon as it is possible to soar safely,
even |f base is only 1800ft or so."

ON THIS YEAR'S TASKS
"“The fact that no uncompleted task has been set proves
that they were all feasible."

Day 3, May 27: 348.4km quadrilateral, Chievely (nr New-
bury), Stoke Dry Reservolr, Ely Cathedral.

Forecast: a complex low pressure system over the UK. Light
SW winds. Unstable. Isolated showers.

An early start was made on this task; two thirds of the field
were away by 11,30, though Fitchett, doubtless twice shy after
being twice bitten, was a late starter at 11.42. Cardiff *“*went
mad at the beginning.”’ He flew straight, only taking good lift
and over did it!! Down to 1000ft, he dumped water to climb at
1-2kt under a sky full of rain and ¢lamp. The cautious starters
could be seen safe at cloudbase.

Cloud ¢limbs and huge diversions from track were the gen-
eral pattern. Diversions in clouds going back on track for scores
of miles! On the second leg Cardiff backtracked about 15 to 20
miles because of dead air ahead and climbed away from 500ft at
Oxford. Then good climbs to 8000 to 9000ft brought him to the
second TP.

At Ely Cardiff followed Justin Wills into cloud. His horizon
had packed up and above 5000ft the total energy was useless
because of water and ice: so he was centring with the aid of turn
and slip and cockpit static for the vario. Nevertheless he felt
very happy cloud flying throughout the whole contest. He over-
took Justin, who obligingly side-stepped out of cloud, let John
pass and then went back in.

Bernard Fitchett, Dave Watt and John Cardiff met at Bed-
ford only 30km from home. Bernie's previous experiences left
him cautious, but Watt and Cardiff pressed through the rain to
arrive seconds apart, Watt a few yards ahead, but the day was
Cardiff's. Brian Spreckley was the last to arrive, seconds after
Fitchett, but steady flying has secured him a 213 points lead
over Cardiff.

Day 3: Leading Results — 1. John Cardiff (ASW-20), 563.17km/h,
666pts; 2. Dave Watt (ASW-20fl), 52.85km/h, 665pts; 3. Bernard
Fitchett (ASW-20fl), 51.58km/h, 663pts.

Day 4, May 28: 166km triangle, Bedford, Newmarket.
Forecast: Weak cold front clearing by 17.00hrs. Westerly
wind. Unstable, moist air. Moderate to heavy showers and
locally 8/8 cumulus and strato-cu. Some strong thermals.
This was the day the task-setters could proudly say was feas-
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Ihe Arctic Lite

British National Cliding
Championships:-
Dunstable

24 May-2 June 1980
and

Lasham, Hampshire
16-25 August 1980.

Arctic Lite Challenge
Trophy for special
gliding achieverments

. Competifion Kitty
) Sponsored by Arctic Lite.

The British
Gliding Team
forthe 1981
World Gliding
Championships
1S Sponsored

by Arctic Lite.
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LOVE, HONOUR AND RETRIEVE

Tim Newport-Peace's clear and penetrating public

address carrieg an almost continual refrain from Bar-

bara (headmistress of what must be an uncommonly
_ well-behaved school) Dean’s "'Crew of No. X to control,

Crew of No. Y to control ... "

Some pilots must have run up staggering petrol bills,
the great majority landing out at least five times. Just
think: it costs you a Pound for every 10km the glider
lands away from the site.

My sums: Petrol at £1.33 a gallon, so £1 buys .75 gal-
lon. At 20mpg (with trailer and crew) that is 15 miles or
26km. For every 10km by air the return journey by road
is at least 25km because roads never lead straight to
your pilot,

Add about the same again for wear and tear on
engine, tyres etc, etc, and retrieving becomes the sport
of the rich.

ible because one man made it back — at 31.8km/h, or 17kt, a
sort of Kite I speed. John Cardiff and two members of The
Squad, Alistair Kay and Tim Macfadyen, fell to the ground
short of 40km and so scored ducks. The worst patch was on the
last leg, 44km from home, around Royston where eight pilots
landed within 1Y2km.

The somewhat dazed winner, Mike Jefferyes, decided that
the winners on previous days ‘‘had been those who came up
with the most imaginative detour from the track. So instead of
going east on the second leg 1 went north to Grafham Water and
St Neots and when | should have been coming south-west from
Newmarket, first of all 1 went west to Cambridge and then
headed south virtually towards Stansted. That got me home.
Quite straightforward, really.”

Cardiff just said ‘'l was half asleep that day.’” Was it — the
BUG?

Day 4: Leading Results — 1. Mike Jefferyes (DG-200), 31.80km/h,
666pts; 2.=Dennis Campbell (ASW-20), 142.93km, 532pts; 2.=Ber-
nard Fitchett (ASW-20fl), 142.93km, 532pts; 3. Ralph Jones (Mini
Nimbus), 138.05km, 506pts.

DunstasLe Bua

The

THE BUG. As if the weather wasn’t sufficiently interesting, a
plague of sickness, diarrhoea and actual physical collapse now
swept through pilots, crews and organisers, picking victims
apparently at random. This introduced an element of chance
into the contest which no piloting skills could overcome. Jack
Woodford had to miss one of the best days and other pilots cut
short their flights and landed. Bernie Fitchett was hit by it.
Director Mike Carlton had publicly to warn pilots against any
excess of press-on spirit, *Collapsing at 4000ft is inadvisable'",
he suggested.

So far as | know those of us who drank lots of Arctic Lite,
whether in the pursuit of news or to seal good relations with the
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brewery trade, the press and local dignitaries, were unaffected.
What this says about the therapeutic and prophylactic powers
of the brew I don’t know, but I just put it on record. Unfortu-
nately it isn't a remedy that can be recommended for pilots
before take-off,

Alan Smith, Marketing Manager of Allied Breweries and Alvin
Bailer, also of Allied.

Day 5, May 29: triangle with alternative TPs, 227.7km to
238km, Cheltenham or Dowdeswell Reservoir, South Mars-
ton.

Forecast: Showers, high cumulus 10 000ft plus, locally 7/8,
lift occasionally strong, 6kt plus. The 140kt jetstream from
NW causing problems. Severe icing.

An actual race! Somewhat unexpected, in fact. The fear of a
total washout prompted the cautious task, At a second briefing,
Peter Baylis was more cheerful, and rightly so. Afterwards,
Brian Spreckley, the day winner, described *‘a fantastic run
along the edge of a rain belt with six other gliders at 100kt. It
was a very nice change.”

Cardiff, still in the doldrums, did a slow 57km/h but his climb
away from 100ft above ground produced one of the more enter-
taining barograph traces of the contest.

Day 5: Leading Results — 1. Brian Spreckley (ASW-20), 84.9km/h,
1000pts; 2. Chris Garton (Mini Nimbus), 83.34km/h, 989pts; 3.=Ber-
nard Fitchett (ASW-20fl), 82.89km/h, 983pts; 3.=Nick Hackett
(LS-3), 82.83km/h, 983pts. :

Day 6, May 30: 450.5km triangle, Frome, Ludlow.
Forecast: Isolated moderate showers and 5/8 cumulus, loc-
ally 7/8. Strong thermals. Forecast to be the day of days.

The biggest task of the contest met with mixed feelings from
pilots — before, during and after. A line running across the
Bristol Channel 12km west of Nympsfield looked fraught with
sea breeze problems, but as JJ pointed out *‘the task wasn't a
race along a line but a race around two turning points: it is a test
of the pilots how they solve the problem, maybe by going miles
off the line.”” In practice Chris Garton didn’t divert here but ate
his lunch philosophically during the long glide across to
cumulus on the northern shore, there being nothing much else to
do at the time. After years of Open Class gliding, Chris had
been caught out often enough in a small ship to study his
John Willy calculator carefully before starting across the water
to the promising skies ahead.

It wasn’t the Bristol Channel that brought people down but
water in a different form. Altogether the air was moister than
had been hoped and big rainstorms around the first TP downed
16 pilots.
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Alan Yates, Chairman of the BGA Technical

Commitiee.

Marshall.

Big and Little Hands — John was the Chiel

Terry MeMullin, tug pilot.

THERE’S STILL NO SUBSTITUTE FOR IT!
There is no doubt the standard of pilotage and the per-
formance of today's 15 metre ships are both amazing.
Triangles have been completed on days when 20 years
ago "scrub” would have been announced — or at best,
a mass downwind drift. But the British weather time and
again puts a premium on the long, slow glide to a far
distant patch of watery sunshine. The max glide angle
may not matter on the continent, but it does here. In
short, there is still no substitute for span. (The fact that
the writer flies a Nimbus should be ignored. ED.)

Interesting, by the way, that after the best brains in
glider aerodynamics and structures have wrestied for
years with the problem of achieving maximum perfor-
mance at anything like a realistic price, what they came
up with is not more gadgets, complex flappery or vari-
able geometry, but more span, viz the ASW-22, Nimbus
23 and LS-5.

Give for those who Gave

However Chris Garton noted a reference to moist air by the
forecaster and ‘‘left as early as possible, expecting trouble.™
Those behind ran into curtains of rain, sink and dead air at the
first turn. Peter Baylis thought that "*wave could have been
mucking up the system by giving additional lift to the air, caus-
ing it to go soggy.'' Anyway, it was the only day on which there
was any significant complaint about errors in forecasting or
over oplimism in task-setting. The consensus was that in the
tough conditions prevailing across the contest as a whole every
available thermal from the Severn to the Wash was used. No
opportunity to soar was missed and that I believe is a more
important objective than striving vainly to eliminate chance or
“*unfairness’™ — whatever that may be.

Day 6: Leading Results — 1. Chris Garton (Mini Nimbus),
69.13km/h, 1000pts; 2. Brian Spreckley (ASW-2G), 60.92km/h,
991pts; 3. John Cardiff (ASW-20), 393km, 873pts.

Day 7, June 1: 186.3km triangle. Northleach, Banbury.
Forecast: An occluded front over East Anglia giving show-
ers in the morning. However pressure was rising fast with a
band of clear air moving in from the west.

The day was slow to build, and about half“the field flopped
back for relights under a miserable grey sky: When the sky
improved, this became the latest-starting-task ‘of the contest: 29
pilots crossed the line after 15.00hrs, though not with any great
speed or aggression. But “westward ho; the land was bright™
and conditions improved almost to classic racing standard,

Introducing the RS 180 “Sportsman”

The Pll_ots Aircraft L.
Unrivalled e
Safety Features __;-_""'"

Harmonised Controls
Extended Service Life
Thoroughbred Pedigree

Combining the latest technology with German craftsmanship

i . - -

TRAINING - TOWING - CRUISING
Compare the outstanding features

Quiet Comfort
Swift Economy
Outstanding Visibility
Spacious Luxury

— i

MEN

Call ANDREW STUART on 0404 8] 4160

or DAVID BATH on 039 57 162

SOLE U.K. DISTRIBUTORS.

EXECUTIVE AIR SPORT
R.LF.EXETERAIRPORTBUILDINGS.DEVON
Sole U.K. Concessionaires for RF.5 and Sperber
Arrange a demonstration fMight
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Simon Redman who finished in 21st place.

Dick Stratton, BGA Chief Technical Officer.

SITIRU AT

though with speeds well short of the 100km/h attained in the
practice week. This was chiefly due to the occasionally long
distances between thermals which reduced cruising speeds
below the theoretical optimum, and to somewhat variable ther-
mal strengths. Pilots who had dropped their water over Dun-
slable in order to struggle away felt the lack of it as conditions
improved.

Fitchett had come into his own after two bad first days, but
those early failures would probably have needed five 1000 point
racing days to overcome.

Bernard's placings of:

19 31 3 =2 =3 10 |
Chris Garton's placings:

P2l 19 14 2
both show big improvement after shaky starts. However Brian
Spreckley's positions:

s 4.5 1 2 33
bear out the old rule that he who stays in the first five each day
will usually win. The last score looks like a glitch, but even the
slowest finishers that day (Lloyd Forsey in an unflapped
ASW-15) got 441 points, so Brian was right to take no risks.
Only an outlanding could have robbed him of the lead, since he
had 652 more points than Garton at the end of Day 6.

I 2

Dilys Yates, a gliding instructor in the USA, and John Cardiff who
was 7th,
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Day 7: Leading Results — 1. Bernard Fitchett (ASW-20fl), 93.48km/h,
1000pts; 2. Chris Garton (Mini Nimbus), 92.74km/h, 984pts; 3.
Ralph Jones (Mini Nimbus), 88.16km/h, 917pts.

“COMPUTER — fast, accurate, stupid

MAN — slow, erratic, brilliant”

Source anonymous

| mentioned computers as an aid to Met forecasting.
They are also a great help in task-setting and in scoring.
Warren Kay's telephone directory of alternative tasks is
a master work, yielding 2250 triangles and out and
returns from 150 turning points. Not all of them are
practical — some going smack over the Bullring in Bir-
mingham and others over Heathrow — but time cal-
culating distances is completely eliminated, so practi-
cal alternative tasks can be quickly assessed. Even
quadrilaterals can be easily calculated using the great
print-out as the base. Circuits qualifying for badges and
records are noted automatically.

This run was produced as a joint effort (ie two sepa-
rate sets of task books) for the Booker and Dunstable
sites, but can equally be done for any other site in the
southern half of England. The programme will do the
same job, working with the same 150 turning points,
requiring only the co-ordinates of the site in question.

For scoring, Dave Brown brought a Pet with him to
the control room, ie a self contained computer for the
home or small office. This produced not only each day's
results in record time but after the contest generated
the final totals, as displayed with this report, in an hour
or so. Four years ago | did the last mentioned job at
Euroglide by hand, with a helper; it took days and there
were still errors in it after painstaking cross-checking.
With a computer, if the organisers change a pilot's
score because of a penalty or error in time or landing
location, the whole day's scores and cumulative posi-
tion can be revised instantly.

Scorers used to be owls, subsisting on coffee and
never getting to bed before 7.30am. Now they can rejoin
the human race. No doubt there are ancient retired
scorers who will say "'but it was fun, | tell you!" just as
some of us pretend that all-night retrieving was a
delicious treat. Well it wasn't.
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COVERING OUR TRACES

DES May

True to the old Chinese curse, the least interesting baro-
graph traces were Brian Spreckley's. The Champion never
seemed to get low, except on the relatively rare occasions
when he got sunk, of course, Boring, boring.

(But what's he doing fixing his traces with Jadies’ hair-
spray? In my little study | practically keeled over from the
scent of a thousand boudoirs. Try a man's brew next time,
Brian.)

John Cardiff's flights are a horse of a different feather, as
they say. He uses dope (on his traces, | mean) and they are
clean, odour free and a pleasure to inspect — whenever he
bothers to wind the barograph up, that is. His traces are full
of what the romantic poets call sturm und drang, and look
like the result of a slight excess of press-on spirit. ("Non-
sense!” | can hear JJ snort “you can't have too much
press-on spirit, mutter, mutter, etc.")

The Chairman of the BGA had proudly put on public
record — at my request, | should add — his heroic battle
around, or not quite around. the big 430km triangle. Again,
this shows that the winners don’t have nearly so much fun
as the also-rans. They do however save a pile of money on
petrol which helps to make up for their less interesting
flights.

30 May
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and placed 15th, with his wife June; C. Lloyd Forsey, in 30th position, I E
examining his TP photos; D. Some of The Squad; E. Humphry Dimock._J

———

l the veteran competitor; F., Lemmy Tanner,
I placed 8th; G. Rika Harwood, who ran the

startline; H. Ted Lysakowski, placed 9th;
| I. Warren Kay and Natalie Trench; J. John
| Williamson, National Coach who came

22nd; K. Richard Aldous who was 17th;
| and L. Barry Rolfe, Administrator and

I
|
I
|

CHAMPS FIX
THEIR
TRACES

WITH
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Even if youre bald, buy some now!
Don’t be odd — join the squad!

THE SQUAD: How did they fare?

The centre spread of the June issue of S&G displays a
villainous crew, obviously collated from police mug
books. They are The Squad and should be avoided,
either in the air or around the poker table. How did the
potential British Team Members who took part at
Dunstable make out?

1. Spreckley 2. Garton 3. Fitchett 4. Davis 6. Wills
9. Lysakowski 11. Watt 12. Stone 18. Rollings 23.
Hackett 26. Macfadyen.

Good performances therefore by unseeded Ralph
Jones (5), John Cardiff (7), both ex Team Members, and
Lemmy Tanner (8). Apart from noting that the top four
in the Championships are in the Squad, | won't expatiate
on the significance of this table — if indeed it has any —
since | am averse to being waylaid in dark alleys . ..

The member of The Squad who undoubtedly learned
the most was the (non-flying) Team Manager, Mike Carl-
ton, who had not formerly run a contest. The idea, as far
as | can gather, was that being a gamekeeper for a week
would help him to become a better poacher during the
World Champs. Since the organisation coped splen-
didly, the 45 pilots probably don't mind having been
used as guinea-pigs in furthering Mike's education.
Now he will know exactly how to be a thorn in the side
of (or how to make friends and influence) the organis-
ers of the Weltmeisterschaften in 1981.
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SLINGSBY

/ : Leading manufacturers and suppliers of equipment for gliding and light aviation

OFFER THE FOLLOWING FOR

TRAINING...

1IS28B2 TWO SEAT TANDEM GLIDER - Unrepeatable -
unbeatable value -at £5,300 each, including instruments.

T61G FALKE -Limbach 60hp engine gives improved
performance. Installation of horn-balanced rudder gives
improved handling. Variable pitch prop.option improves
climb, cruise and glide - £15,200 or available on lease.

SOARING...
SPORT VEGA - Excellent value at £7,950 (still a few left
at £7,500 when this advert went to press).

VEGA -‘Special offer’- price reduced for a limited period
to £9,300.

INSTRUMENTS...

A wide selection competitively priced.

REPAIRS

We offer a speedy, high quality service to get you flying
again in the minimum time with the least fuss.

Note: all prices exclude VAT - chargeable at 15% at time of going to press.

For further information write to or phone Roger Bull

SEL

SLINGSBY ENGINEERING LIMITED

Kirkbymoorside, York YO6 6EZ, England. Tel.0751 31751 Telex 57911
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FINAL RESULTS DAY 1 259 DAY 2 263 DAY 2 275§ DAY 4 283 DAY S 205% DAY S M08 DAY 7T 18
185.3km & FOIR T 4B Akm @ 108, 8km A 2I8km A& 430.5km & 190.7hm &
Towcester, 51, Noots, Andover  [Chisveley, Stoke Dry Ros| Bedlord Newmarket Cheltenham or Fromae, Ludiow Horthiesch, Banbury
Bourion-an-the-Water Ery Cathedral Dowdeawall Res.
South Marston
": Piiat ‘;‘;‘“‘ 3 Gilder i;::li Pos.  Pus T:;-:: Por P T:::I‘I Pos. P fS.'.T,' Pas P sr::.:a' Pas P T;::-’i Pos. P ?:u...: Por. P :.n
i | Spreciiey, B. T. 59 | ASW-20 4821 4 550 (188 10 3 170 49 86 4  BBD 1137 433 5 sm Ba 09 11000 6087 2 6225 X3 542 4415
2| Ganon, C. B2 | Minl Nimbus (144 .93) 1" 387 81 20) 21 48 (232 of) " a7 112343} 4 an 41 e a4 989 6911 A ] 9274 2 GBa 4206
1| Fuchen, B. 115 | ASW-20%C (117 43) 19 n (E6 8T 2% n 5158 3 683 | 142 93) 2 512 8289 =3 983 (25110 n 522 9384 11000 4002
4 | Davia, A J #0 | Nimbus 15¢ 1124.05) 15 294 a8 1 287 1178 28) 2 il IS 55) 26 287 B0 28 a 943 (38561 4 B55 2% a B4 arez2
& | Jones, B DX | Minl Nimbus (156 43) 8 a7 [r2as) -] 38 | (M4TE) - WD 534 | (13805 4 s06 LA 2 BM 1193 7Y (LI 8816 3 m7 | wis
6| Wills, 7. J. 304 | Glanflugel 304 | (147 05) 10 an (74 58) 26 40 1320 8% & 866 | (12355 1l a2 8168 7. ey (227 60y 1T 364 Bozr 1 BO03 | 354
T Cardift. J. D. 415 | ASW-20 (10593 20 2n st 2 210 317 1 Bt 137 48) 213 o 5696 az 837 139300 3 an 7650 15 T4 1425
# | Tannwe L. E N. 990 | Vege 46 40 5 546 a ﬁ]l 16 49 (286 T8) L& 493 1124 80) ] 438 6125 8 694 1205 60) 14 410 7286 20 692 mr
3 | Lysskowskl E R, 354 | Mosquiton (161 55) 7 425 (114 D&Y 7 86 61 28) 2 43 189 10) 29 254 T8 96 12 a1 (280 50y 7 595 BE 02 5 A6 sl
10| Welle. M, D. 321 | Mosquito {134 50) 1" a0 17420} e a0 (297 68) 2 520 meyn 23 an 80 19 10 947 arem M 166 TE2S 16 Tas hx
1| Wen,D. 8. EEV | ASW.-20FL (144 68) 12 k) 1106 8) 10 ™ S2a8 2 665 1124 085) -9 414 (196 13y n J4s 1206 98) 2 41 TTor 14 756 058
12 | Swone, A J 287 | Mini Nimbua 54.89 1 f6e 33 98) 41 ] {250 08) 1w 424 {88 10} 29 254 7814 16 920 (141 BD 25 251 6473 n 5T 79
13 | Kay, A E 649 | ASW-20FL {10593 20 2N |77 33 2 4 (15 a0y B 556 1310y a6 0 1920 12 M |20698) =12 a3 1349 19 0% 2882
14 | SwMocd Allen, P. A, 333 | PIK 20 200 05 98) 22 196 | (7820) = 45 |50 18) a4 L5 (124 05) - @ 434 6298 T Tir 1260 60) 9 545 87098 4 02 2880
V5 | Tealley, 1.8 22 | ASW-20 7710} n 130 Ta98) 28 40 ‘ 8683 =M a4 1123 30) 15 430 Ta 4 15 823 1349 00) 5 764 S8 70 % 430 287
V6 | Campetl, D. R, 170 | ASW.20 750 - a4 0| 643 ar 28 1304 B0y 19 5 142.47) 2 s T4 26 20 868 1148 B0 '8 269 6699 25 B0 | 284
1T | Aldous, M. F. 270 | Mini Nimbus 4570 6 a5 (10733} « W0 T8 163 53 a0 47 1455 L] 488 Ta04 21 B6s 143 10y o 255 81851 12 460 28
14 | Rollinga, C. C. 337 | PIK 200 43 82 1 553 1104 95) 13 il 266 78) 13 494 wes - M 207 5793 n 650 1850 a1 "2 Tans 17 124 820
19 | Meicalte, G. D. ECP |LS-3a 159 48) h 1 63 Y08 45§ 12 L | 1266 85) 1] 497 | zaem T 459 B2 68 5 281 8223 a1 ‘B4 a6 ) [ =7 2800
20 | Eifis, J. 4. 197 | ASW-20r (5% 48) ar 68 18183 8 49 22 Ty 20 a8 | (11343 W N 4276 2 4T 1204 50) 8 8 7 Bar | 2TER
21 | Aodman. 5. J. 56 | LS-a (12405 135 94 17420 6 40 | 1NAT 5N 24 ik [RRC K <} 18 84 7745 17 o1 143 1 n as5 6656 27 604 2705
22 | Womamaon, J. 8. B850 | Vega 137 18) 13 340 75 08) 25 4 | 315 aa o [REEAT-iT 17 1595 7989 1" 943 [[- %] 0 13 B2 34 10 833 2606
@2 | Hacken, M. G. G X7 | LS-3 191 60) 26 180 111595) ] 8% 15278 . 42 6 (109.43) 24 59 B283 3 983 {147 80) 19 286 AN 2 668 2572
24 | Clossop, J. 0. J. £88 | PIX 200 146 BS) at 24 169.70) 34 s 161 80) »n 44 (124 05) 9 43 76 40 18 aar (141 B0y 2% -1 1997 12 798 2481
% | Farmet, A T, 227 | Nimbus 15 {153.08) 9 W5 {1325 al o 153 40) a8 a 186 a8} n 240 87 14 029 1143 B0y 22 256 807 36 48 pasl )
26 | Macladyen, T.E. EEE |LS-3a 325) 44 (] 708 24 43 1¥57 15} 2 236 139 a5} 9 o 8729 26 ms (266 BO) ] 561 e 18 06 an
27 | Lusted. E J. F. 50 [ L83 (84 60} 3N 156 16733 35 32| [eamm) a5 ] 1113 43) W am A2 33 & 977 182 20 a2 104 5538 30 587 | 2244
28 | Hood L. §. 52 | Mini Nimbus© 163 35) k) a2 11383 ? L1 Maomn T 55 (41 88) a8 w0 60 80 20 690 1124 3% ki 209 8553 27 604 2234
5 | Sheard P.G. 286 | Minl Nimbus 5285 i 559 (11350 7 BE | 128603) 16 496 {000 00} k-] 0 194 70} "] 343 RS 1] ik} 193 AN 34 525 2202
3 | Forsey, L K. TAT | ASW-158 ey -2 w0 1323 a1 o | My 8 S (7998} M 207 1155 T0) T r3aT B0y (L 171 5527 3 ) | a7
3 | Cockburn, D a7 | ASW-1 ({58 ] 17 @88 173 58) ) 39 | 19685 25 14 | 2093 16 418 04 80) W0 M (12835 a 29 B5 a2 6 877 | 2097
32 | Gough. A. W. 27 | ASW-20 17160) 3 W 181.83) 8 48 | (20565 5 506 (81.35) 1\ 1101 3m 41 136 | (10748 w67 B265 9 B37 | 2058
33 | Popa, M.H. B. 46 | Vege 156 60) a0 58 {733 0 3 | (5400) a ] 19118 2r 64 6891 i) 7 (1087, a6 k) 2% Fal B85 | 2084
34 | Sandiond, A.A. 242 | PIX 200 191 60} 26 180 (41.60) 38 2 100 ”m &3 12908 » o T4 64 L] { 1] (134 98 28 235 6596 - ] 595 1948
35 | Jeferyes, M. 8. €56 | DG-200 173.35) n nr (T245) =32 a8 158 53) » a ELR. 1 (1] 1198 83) k] »m2 1129 60) 2 222 5588 k) 445 1681
36 | Walson, A J. T04 | Masquite 0180} 26 180 189 45) 15 “a 886 53] 6 e it 08 L ] Rt TOAT o { k&) 1124 35) n 209 TaTe) 40 a2 880
¥ | Coon, P G ESF | Minl Nimbusc 19598) 2 186 8183 18 49 53 28) 38 ” [LLES)) % B4 68) -1 99 | (20471 15 408 7138 22 674 | ams
38 | Blackmare, B H. T, 49 | DG-200 159 60y s 103 11895 4 92 152 TR) a2 % 118 45) » (] 59 06 0 865 | (14TED) " 266 5655 ar 453 1661
219 | Purdie, P. G M. 134 | Nimbus [93.48) - 187 26.60) 4 o {56 90§ 36 e 1340 9 b b ] 8023 ? b8 DNF a4 o DNF a2 0 1548
&0 | Camp, 0. W.0. 24 |ASW-20 195 10) 24 19 82 95) 14 62 I 16390) % 48 7260 k] 168 161 03} a4 a7 (143 85) a 57 mn 17 TH6 154
41 | Hencock, A, 545 | Mosquitos i41.35) 43 & 181.83) 1% 9 16103 n a2 191 18) 27 264 (88 03} &2 w7 | (nm2es) 4 180 8659 2 805 | 1252
42 | 8L Plemre. A, G M. EOM | DG-200 1118.55) 0] &m 141.60) 4 2 123833 e 400 (29 08 n 0 1158 83) 34 sz 1112 853 3 180 ONF a2 4] 1212
43 | Dimock, M. A. HO | Moaquito (43.73) 2 k] 1323 'l ] (46 40) a“ 13 (T260 36 168 69 89 24 8w 19410} 29 134 DONF - a2 ] 1138
44 | Burion, A, J. 148 | Vegn (87T a8) 20 166 [RAEE-1 )] ] Ba 172 65) n 2 186 48) n 240 DnF a5 0 (138 85) a 245 DNF 42 Q 1007
45 | Woodlaed, J. M. 481 |ASW-153 158.23) M &7 (4 60) aa 2 5340) =~ 38 T 1113 43) 19 a9 1197 25) % 349 ONF = 44 o 68 65) 4 &1 aas
* - 20p! penalty (barogeaph faidure), + ~ 10051 penally fairway inlrngement), DNF « did nol Ny
Peakin Parachute Systems
L ]
Announce the arrival of two new systems
THE SPORTSMAN SPECIAL NOTICE
] . . Peakin Parachutes are conducting
A highly developed light-weight low bulk parachute a field survey of the users of our
very similar to the fine Strong Para-cushion but parachutes.
i ilising snap ejector hardware at all three 2 -
g?t:tcgn?ggtu;;:)liitsg el e b We would like all owners or users of
? our parachutes to write to us for a
questionnaire.
THE CLUB The information that you send us
To fill th ¢ i I will help us to improve future
been designed to be comfortable but rugged, reliable appraised of safety information on
but not complicated and adjustable to fit a wide range your parachute.
of users.
In order to help you to put pen to
_ paper we will be conducting a draw
Both these parachutes are available in our wide of all completed questionnaires —
range.of colour options and canopy choice. the first one out of the hat to win
£25; the winner will be published in
Sailplane and Gliding.
-
Peakin Parachute Systems Please note that you can now tele-
36 Minst C t phone us on the same number as
nsier cour ;
before but now during normal
Belmont, Durham Tel 0385 44490 office hours.
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or through the BGA office, if any of these
ultra lights are owned by or being built by
any members in your club or area.

as large as the conventional modern glider.
Would you please contact John Holland
at "Dimmelsdale”, Chalford, Stroud, Glos,

AND

Compiled by ARTHUR DOUGHTY,
Chairman of the BGA Salety Panel

BGA ACCIDENT SUMMARY —

GENERAL
NEWS

SILVER C TOGETHERNESS

Jane and Stephen photographed by L. R. Merritt.
We are always hearing about " pairs flying"'
these days but a Southdown GC couple
have given this term a new slant. Jane and

Stephen Turner, computer operators in
their early thirties, gained every leg of their
Silver Cs on the same day, purely by
chance.

Stephen started it all last autumn by
doing his five hours while Jane flew her dis-
tance. Early this season they reversed the
order and on April 19 achieved Silver
heights in their syndicate Astir. The dis-
tance legs were in the club K-6e. Now, we
suppose, they will be making a joint attack
on their Gold Cs!

NATIONAL LADDER

Ten clubs are represented so far this year
on the National Ladder. A. A. Maitland of
Hereford GC heads the Open Ladder with
A. Brierley, Midland GC, at the top of the
Club Ladder.

Open Ladder

Leading pilot Club

1 A. A. Maitland Hereford

2 P. King Hereford

3 0. Hodsman  Bristol and Glos
4 B. Bateson Southdown

Club Ladder
Leading pilot

1 A. Brierley
2 R. Pentecost
3 C. Paterson
4 K. Payne

Pts

3758
3173
3114
2857

Fits

e s s

Club
Midland 1281
* Surrey & Hants 1201
RAE (Farnborough) 1155
Midland 820

Pts Fits

— ) =

"ULTRA LIGHT" GLIDERS

At the request of the Executive Commitiee
John Holland is investigating the level of
interest amongst BGA members in the new
field of "ultra light'' gliders, ie aircraft
which are more than hang gliders but not
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Ghider
Type

BGA
No

%
s

Date
Time

Place

Puoﬁrm

Age

Injury

P/Hrs

SUMMARY

K-Ba

2262

M

23.02.80
14.30

Pormoak

25

Pilot briefed for circuit and hangar flight was
launched inta base ol low cloud at 500-600M.
On breaking cloud he decided there was
insufficient height for circuit and continued
to approach with full airbrake. Ground
looped to avoid running into fence at upwind
end of lield

-

2

Carmam JP 15/36

300380
Nk

Lasham

1178

Canopy blew all while on aerotow at 8001,

Kestrel 15

W/C

06.04.80
15.00

Pulverbateh
Shropshire

34

1100

Late field salection and falled lo observe
single strand wire fence uniil 3001t on
approach. Want for previously discarded
alternate field with 1rees on approach,
Raisad flap “in the hope that the lexl-book
sink really wouldn 't happan’ 1o clear Irees. Il
did and glider collided with trees.

Mint Nimbus

2538

24.03.80
16.15

Shobdon

306

Undercarriage collapsed on landing when
port leg fractured. Leg manufactured of GRP
and & mod issued by the manufaciurer was
received by tha agent the day after the ingi-
denl.

DG-200

2482

19.04.80
15.30

Follions Farm,
Morthumberland

29

azs

Selected teld at 12001t but falled 1o observe
single strand welectric fence wuntil on
approach over a wood. Altered course to left
for alternate field with airspeed eroding,
entered incipient spin and hil ground travel-
ling sideways.

Nimbus 2a

W/

14.07.79
15.06

Stewkiey,
Nt Bletchley

41

Approach Into lield with trees on downwind
boundary with tail ‘chute deployed. Realised
he was undershooting and to jet-
tison ‘chute bul lailed to operata jetlison
lever correctly. High drag from “chute eroded
speed, pilol dived and collided with base of
troes.

32

Cobra 15

1886

06.04.80
13.00

Clungunfard

34

571

Attempled field landing inlo small field wilh
power lines on approach. Sideslip used 1o
assis! approach and failed 10 round out cor-
rectly.

SF-25a Falke

G-BECF

==

01.03.80

Carlton Bank

See summary, in the las! issue, p 133, follow-
ing No. 22,

Skylark 4

1123

07.04.80
¥

Broad Forstal
Farm,

N Marden,
Kent

33

T2

Cramped circult and high approach into
field. Touched down haltway into fiela,
struck edge of trench not seen on approach
and ground looped when approaching
upwind boundary,

Skylark 4

05.05.80
1405

Ringmer

24

103

Launch falled when glider was al a “moder-
ate angle of climb™ about 101t trom gmund

Pilot but had insuff
1o affect a proper recovery and Iamn !nv-

ily in a stalled condition,
]

Skylark 28

747

27.04.80
18.00

Strubby

40

14

| Briafed ta fly to the hangar and land on wide

parimater irack. After louch down on perime-
ter track turned lowards hangar and did not
stop belore colliding with a concrete post
which fractured man spar 7H from wingtip.

v

Otympia 28

04.05.80
13.40

North Hill

61

42

Heavy landing after arnwving just Inside
boundary of hilllop site clipping gorse
bushes just belore touch down on rough
ground. Poorly pl d circull with low basa
leg in downdraught in lee of hill and
siratched final approac h

Orympia 463

1217

11.05.80
1418

Lane Farm,

Liandellograban,

Butith Wells,
Powis

On uniocking airbrakes in preparation for a
field landing the pllo! heard a loud crack,
The ghder rolled to the right and despite full
application of left alleron it continued o roll
until it was inverted in which attitude it dived
to the ground.

39

Piper PA 18

G-77?2?

11.05.80
15.24

Ringmer

61

980
Pwr

Taxying back to launch poini along edge of
figld after landing. Was approximately 45"
downwind when wheels got mnto a rut
Applied power and up elevator 10 Clear rul
bul a gust of wind under the elevator tipped
mircraft forward onto nose.

40

Nimbus 2

2137

04.05.80
17.00

Snitterfield
Village

Nr Stratford
upon Avon

27

306

Pilot thoughl he was too high on approach to
figld. opened airbrakes and then closed them
when he though! he was on carrect gliide
path. Glider continued to sink and undershot
selected held, touching down 30 yards short
of downwind hedge and then rolled into it.

41

K-7

03.05.80
19.20

Farnboraugh

Weak link brake al 110011 Pilot lowared nose
and released cable parachuté and shock
rope. The shock rope of nylon and parachute
cords fouled the L/E of the tallplane and the
weak link fitting punctured and became
embedded in the ply skin. A high rate of des-
cent was npentncuu lolloweﬂ b'r a Hamu!
landing. §
nylon rope had 30% nmmmn lu:lof wh.n
d 1o hall breaking strain. C
thal stored enerQy cmpullm‘l ‘chuté and
shock rope over tailplane. Pre-stretched
polyester rape now in use with 8% elonga-
tion factor at nominal breaking strain of
30001b,

SAILPLANE & GLIDING



42 | Bocian 1e | 2003 | S | 11.0580 | Husbands 34 N 200 | Piot claims attention \n; distracied by 37448 J. D'f"m'n
1723 | Bosworth another ghder ahead which ground looped 3/449 P. King
P2l 29 | N Nil | on landing and he allowed airspeed 10 decay 3/450 T.J Bradbury
| Al | o SOKt with awbrake Closed awbrakes and 3451 A, 0. Jackson
. e e e Nl | 3 O.E ERin
- | wind bound;ry of mrheld Aur experence 37453 P. Purdy
thght
41 | Dart 17m 1337 | M | 04.0480 Long Mynd 35 N 362 | Crosswind landing in light wind gving rela- GOLDC COMPLETE
15.35 tively high ground speed Undarcarriage col- No. Name
lapsed whan ghder ran over a small pot hole 747 P. A. Pentecost
an a parf of the hield not normally used for 748 G. Beniston
landings 749 G. 0. Day
a4 | Vega | 2507 | S [ 260480 [Forden | 45 [ N | 315 | Late decwion 1o land into a lieid 177 paces 750 T.S. Zealley
17.00 across dagonal with telephone wires across 751 D. E Elkin
freld al hal way poinl. 90 crosswind 752 G. D. Morris
h with peed. Bounced on
::;?;:al:wn lw:?cg::o; runmngulnm I:e 753 GC. J. Batty
=] il e ) L ) B s o N M GOLD C HEIGHT
45 | K-Ba - S | 0504.80 | Waltisham ? N 4 K-8a thermaliing at about BOOft over arrfield Name
T-218 - - 11.03 ? N 450 | was joined by the T-21s which was being
liown solo A collision occurred wheraby C. G. Starkey
both ghiders sustained damage and both P. R. Pentecost
landed salely on the mirheld. RAFGSA acci- F. L. Whiteley
dent reported to BGA for inlormation C. M. Davey
46 | Std Cirrus 1708 | M | 07.04.80 | Tophouse Farm,| 49 N 280 | Selected large lield of young corn 2-3in high R. Rodger
1430 | Kilworth, But unknown 1a piiot the surface was dry and M. K. Rogerson
Leicestershire wery soft, Alter ground run of 20 yards glider G. Beniston
sank 1o axle and continued o skid on nose G o Day
until wheel came o ground compiessed by W. F. Wi atd
tractor wheel. Glider stopped suddenly caus- - F. Woodw
ing damage to wing localing pin bearings. g PC Galloway
M=minar, N«nii; 5+ serious and W/O =write-olf, - I '.,I. Elarruihe'rs
TECHNICAL NEWS of the schedule. Proforma maintenance  O.L Wool
Blanik Safe-Life. The BGA Technical schedules are available from the BGA = Vin{m
Committee have approved an interim life  office. R. Murray
extension from 15000 to 18000 flights, Tug Flight Manuals. Amended lowing  C. Reeves
pending a further review when straingauge  welghts. Tug owner/operators are é ﬁ-o:::::v
results become available from the reminded to apply to the CAA (Airworthi- & 272
Australian Department of Transport. ness Division), Brabazon House, Redhill, P. G. Myers
Motor Gliders (and tugs). Certificated for  Surrey RH1 1SN, for the latest amendment : i:’m ?:;r:‘cer
three years. On the Light Aircraft Mainte-  to their Flight Manuals, authorising .00
nance Schedule (LAMS) the C of A only increased weights, dual towing etc. Ref & o morris
remains valid if maintenance is repeated at  TNS 3/80, para 3.6. Any queries arising on Y. Salem
50hrs, 100hrs and “annually' as spelt out  the amendments should be referred to the E‘f;ﬂ;:
in the LAMS for ‘“private’” category CAA. . : h T. A, Harrison
operators — please read page 6/3 and 6/4  R. S.Stratton, BGA Chief Technical Officer. C. J. Batty
= . Everelt
P. Purdy
WALTER DITTEL GmbH | | [+ Goant
Radios, spgakers. microphones, elp. | | GOLD G DISTANCE
Let us engineer you a perfect radio | | name
system. We are the factory approved | [ P. S. Roberts
service department. I I u Js,!S:;:m:n
i ] {4
| | swemsc
| | Ne. Name
MARCONI 5476 N.P. Ridd
] | 547 A8 wWooa
Ground stations fitted 3 channel, plus | | i:;: g. s, sr;r;.z'
. Lovell-Bu
Volmet. Fully solid state R/T, slightly | The Team Kitly stands at | 50 C.A Knignt
smaller than a Westminster. £260 5481 J C. Morrice
plus VAT or £185 plus VAT. | £5850 | s2 K Chatourn
5483 P. Clarkson
I Please send contributions to Mike Pape.l 5484 K. gﬂ'mh
| British Gliding Team, 123 Woodsfordl oo Rl
’ Square, London W14, 7 B.S.
Electronics is fully certified to the GLIDING CERTIFICATES 5489  J.D. Norman
current CAA 25 kHz channel spacing ALL THREE DIAMONDS g:gg _.s' :, :::lmo
specification. No.  Name Club 1980 400 .G, Inwood
104 C. J. Blackwell Southdown 7.4 5493 A. C. Clarke
5494 R W. Knight
DIAMOND GOAL 5495 P.J. Woodman
: No. Name Club 1980 5496 F. L. Whiteley
Also gel-cel batteries and chargers. 2/948 P.S. Robenrts London 201 5497 C.Chapman
2/949 D. E. Elkin Surrey & Hants B84 5498 J. Day
; 2/ M. Saund 612 GS 8.1 A
For further details contact s iy T A Db
¥ DIAMOND HEIGHT 5501  D. Loucks
R.E-Fl Electron[cs No. Name Club 1980 5502 D. H. :ﬂﬂ.l‘liﬂ
Church Road, Penn, High Wycombe 3/440 R. B. Christey London 16979 5508 K. W. Brigden
Bucks HP10 8LN 3/441 D. A. White Deeside 13 5504 R. P|ru_a
3/442 E. Richards Essex & Sutfolk 74 5505 R. Puritz
Tel: Penn (049 481) 4483 3/443  J. M. Luke SGU 74 5506 LK Piling
Telex: 848314 Chacom G 3/444  D. Connaway Southdown 84 5507  J. C. Johnson
elex: 8483 ) Chac 3/445 C. J. Blackwell Southdown 7.4 5508 J. Duncan
for the attention of R.E.F. 3/446 R. B. Wilter Wrekin 204 5509 J. W. Ballance
3/447 R. L Fox Wolds 18.4 5510 G. R. Lane

August/September 1980

Wolds
Heraefordshire
Bristol & Glos
Surrey & Hants
Surrey & Hants
Black Forest (USA)

Club

Surrey & Hants
Four Counties
Norlolk
London

Surrey & Hants
Bristol & Glos
Cotswold

Club

Imperial College
Surrey & Hants
Essex & Sulolk
Four Counties
Dumfries

SGU

Four Counties
Nortolk

Norfolk

SGU

Southdown
Oumfries

Midland

624 GS

Midland

Phoenix

Wolds

London

Wolds

Surrey & Hants
Blackpool & Fylde
Trent Valley
Wolds

Essex & Suffolk
Bristol & Glos
SGU

Midland

Midland
Blackpoo! & Fylde
Cotswold
Blackpool & Fyide
Two Rivers

Black Forest (USA)
Surrey & Hants

Club
London
Kent
612 GS

Club

Kestrel
Buckminster
Imperial College
Bicester
Cornish

Fulmar
Doncaster

Four Counties
Norfolk

Surrey & Hants
London
Bicester
Culdrose

East Midlands
RAE

Surrey & Hants
Cranwell

S Yorks & Notts
Surrey & Hants
Bannerdown
Essex & Suffolk
Imperial College
Ouse

Phoenix

Heron

Enstone

Derby & Lancs
Portsmouth Naval
Surrey & Hants
London

Cornish

East Sussex
Phoenix

Essex & Suffolk
Lendon

18.4
18.4
7.4

7.4
9.3

1980
253
19.4

B4
B3
B4

19.4

18.4

1980
30.1.79
253
20.10
253

19.4

1980
20.1
1.3
B1

1980
223
223
5.1
3.4
22.3
30.3
6.4
34
54
4.4
34
4.4
54
34
5.4
7.4
6.4
44
T4
44
20.10.78
23
34
303
54
T4
T4
T4
4.4
4.4
29.3
54
29.3
5.4
4.4
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THE BEST MODERN GLIDERS ARE

GRP ‘o

TRAILER
WHY?

MAINTENANCE FREE

RUST, ROT & CORROSIONPROOF
MADE TO MEASURE
LIGHTWEIGHT

STRONG

DRIER INTERIOR

® STABLE & FAST ON TOW

HOW? OuR NEW CONCEPT IN
CONSTRUCTION — NOT MADE IN A
MOULD — COACHBUILDING IN GRP

AS SUPPLIED TO THE B.GA.

PRICE? FrOM £1250

NORFOLK SAILPLANES
158 Ipswich Road, Norwich
Tel (0603) 53448

Made by VANDER 1o the exacting requl

Come on a 1day, 1 week “-
or 2 week training course and \
make your first parachute
descent after only 6% hours -
training, at our fully residential &3
centre, A
Course vacancies are available
throughout the year. For full
details send 12p stamp {p & p)

to British Skysports,
Bridlington Aerodrome, SPG31
Bridlington, Yorks. Tel: 0262 77367

Enquiries also welcome from Groups,

of practical people In the aporl
WARM WEAR FLYING SUITS

One-piece with flapped zip — wind and water
resistant nylon outer — fibre pile lining.
Pencil slots on arm — breast pocket with flap
and thigh pocket with window.

Red or Navy Blue guter with contrast stripes. Red

pile fabric lining.
34°-36" (small) 38°-40" (medium)
47°-44" (large) 467-48" (X large)

£39-50 inc. Post & Packing UK
Made to measure — add 10% — size charls sant
Cash with order (state colour and size)
John Brown, 11 Plne Grove, HONITON,
Devon EX14 BHS
Telephone 0404 2755

Chest
Sizes

Clubs and Societies.
| i disedriarttatda gt o Lot |
! Name :
; Address :
3 1
L——‘————_------_-—-ﬁd
WOODSTOCK:

Lightweight inexpensive wood and fabric
sailplane. Easy ta build; fun to fly; superb
handling; kits available. Information
packel US$7.00. Plans US$105.00 Air-
mail. Woodstock PO Box 5127, San
Padro, California 90733 USA.

Getattached to a Wittex

Britain's No. 1 towing bracket
Send for the price list and name of your
neares| Witter stockist, or find him in
Yellow Pages. For information or advice:

C.P. Witter Ltd., Chester 43
Tel. 0244 41188

5537
5538
5539

5541
5542

Bronwen

Spencer-Thomas Thames Valley 14.4
A. H. Lioyd S Yorks & Notts 44
P. §. Newton RAE 44
A. N. Dall East Sussex 54
G. Goody 624 GS 24
W. H. Creighton Kestrel 44
P. J. Kite RAE 19.4
M. G, Thick London 44
T. Flude Easl Sussex 54
D. P. Ballard Phoenix 29.3
E. Brooks Peterboro’ & Spalding 13.4
N. G. Charlton Surrey & Hants 21.4
Catherine Buchanan Southdown 214
A. Green SGU 204
M. Moss Blackpool & Fylde 264
W. H. Tweedy Borders/Millfieid 19.4
C. Reeves Wolds 18.4
G. A. Dixon Enstone 223
D. 0. Sephton Southdown 204
R. P. Everett Essex & Sufiolk B4
B. Thompson Cleveiands 214
P. Wainright Southdown B4
T. D. Grant Trent Valley 55
Janet Garnett Cambridge Univ 45
J. H. Shearer sau 35
S§. M. Turner Southdown 19.4
Jane Turner Southdown 19.4
E. M. Roberts Hambletons 55
D. 7. Statt Northumbria 74
D. 5. Jones Cornish 223
V. J. Spencer Trent Valley 19.4

R. J. Woodmans Surrey & Hants

BRIAN WEARE

GLIDER WORKS
DUNKESWELL AIRPORT
HONITON, DEVON

Tel: Honiton 2940

MAJOR OR MINOR REPAIRS ON

WOOD, GLASS-FIBRE, OR METAL.

ALSO RESPRAYS GLIDERS AND
LIGHT AIRCRAFT

C of A OVERHAULS
B.G.A.,, CAA, P.FA. APPROVALS

B G A MAIL ORDER

mail orders.

Order these items from

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION

SALES DEPT., FREEPOST, LEICESTER LE1 7ZB

or ask us to send you our complete sales list

If you are reading Sailplane and Gliding then you must be an intelligent and discerning
person who will recognise a gift horse when you see one — if this copy belongs to somegne
else and you are reading it while they are struggling not to land out on a grotty day then you
are obviously smart enough to know your aileron from your elevator. So you will want to take
advantage of our SPECIAL OFFER of a free BGA Platignum Long Life De Luxe ballpoint pen
(value £1.70) with every copy of JANE'S WORLD SAILPLANES or SOARING ACROSS
COUNTRY sold during August and September.

Send £9.50 inc. p.&p. for a copy of Jane's World Sailplanes, the standard reference book
on gliders by Andrew Coates, or £8.55 inc. p.&p. for Soaring Across Country by Bill Scull, and
we will include a FREE pen with your order. The offer will be open until 30th September 1980
unless stocks are exhausted earlier. Can't say fairer than that can we?

At the same time why not treat yourself to one of the smart new BGA Sweatshirts in dark
blue with a white glider on the left breast. Sizes S, M, L or XL for £6.50 each plus 45p for

Telephone 0533 51051
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“RaC’ng at Ne Wb ury” === [nter-Service Reglonals May 5-15, Greenham Common

GORDON CAMP

Enigmatically carved into the rolling Berk-
shire downs lies the vast flat wasteland of
Greenham Common, its normally idle
10000ft runway contrasting sharply with
the serenity of Newbury racecourse next
door. The small band of Americans who
work there are very friendly people, but
their airfield is an awesome place which
seemed a most unlikely venue for a sport-
ing event.

However, this deserted NATO fortress
sprang to life on May 5 as caravans and
trailers arrived for the 1980 Inter-Service
Regionals. For nearly two weeks Greenham
Common was to be home for over 200 peo-
ple, safely protected from the outside world
by the secret combination of the padlock
on the north gate.

This year's contest, comprising 76 glid-
ers divided into four Classes, represented
the largest BGA Regional ever held and the
biggest gliding competition of any kind in
Britain since the last of Ann Welch's 80-
glider Nationals at Lasham in 1967.

Easy final glides

Certainly the airfield proved large
enough to cope. Indeed competitors were
simply briefed to grid each day in the mid-
dle, and depending on the wind direction
we would launch to the left or right! By the
same token though, some of the final
glides lost their traditional excitement as
pilots were often crossing the airfield
boundary with another mile still to go
before the finish line! And Newbury
racecourse claimed only one victim
brought down at the last hurdle.

Although still very much an Inter-Service
Competition in spirit, there were 14 civilian
entrants on the race-card, including local
race-horse owner Ralph Jones from the
Lambourn stables, his neighbouring black-
smith Angus Fleming, and the long arm of
Newbury law and order, John Young, all
riding Nimbus 2, the Open Class favourite
at 48 to 1. However, at the last post Bunny
Hale (RN) just pipped Ken Hartley (RAF) in
a photo finish (5pts in 50001) to win the
Open Class.

Ben Benoist rode his heavy white stallion
exceptionally well to win the Standard
Class hurdles, and it was pleasing to see
two lady jockies amongst the high placings
in this Class.

The Sport Class handicap stakes were
convincingly" won by a Dart ridden by
apprentice Trevor Gorely and trained orgi-
nally by Nick Goodhart, whilst Chris Terry,
a jet jockey by profession, made his debut
by winning the Club Class steeplechase
(no, Olney Church was not a TP this year).

Competitors will remember for a long
time the hard into wind slogs on the sec-
ond legs of most of Ralph Dixon's fine
tasks; crews will remember some joyous

August/September 1980

Open Class
Na Pilot Sailplane | Day 165 |Day 285 | Doy 195 |Day 4 105|Day 511 5|Day 613 5|Day 7145 Daynl&ﬁ] Tolal
Hcap 200km W | 150km & | 278km @ | 310km & | 177km & | 146km == | 205km & | 150km & | Points
= | it
1 Hale R.J 106 PIK 200 448 54 842 740 989 | 762 910 es 5130
2 Hartiey K 108 ASW-20 588 0 787 679 921 842 927 341 5125
3 Flaming, A. M. 118 Nimbus 2 443 2 5668 1000 965 674 B40 295 4805
4 Taylor. J AT 108 ASW-20 540 2 782 1000 500 561 879 179 4578
5 Feakes R 116 ASW-17 410 47 561 887 ag 610 902 47 4383
6 Jones, R. 118 Mimbus 2c | 405 38 1000 701 1 730 842 205 apr2
T Young, J R 1168 Nimbus 2 400 &1 AL} 977 838 645 254 0 3896
8 Saundby. AP (P1)
Johnson, R. (P2} | 104 Janus 433 1" 503 593 852 720 437 244 3862
9 Cook, P 108 Nimbus 15| 510 a5 m 356 an — — - |
Hancock, A - = —_ - - 586 1000 0 3549
10 Clemo, A. W 114 Kestrel 19 0 40 357 618 1000 593 993 8 3627
11 Jarvis. H. R 108 Nimbus 15 435 L 764 699 637 B24 215 | 54 l 3585
12 Bishop. J. M. 108 Nimbus 15| 438 5 243 679 455 558 855 164 | 47
13 Kiely, K 102 ASW-19 525 65 780 572 504 501 413 28 3394
14 Heames. C. V 108 Mosquito o 45 49 564 512 £27 933 42 a2
15 Warren, R. W. 106 PIK 200 433 ) 587 57 57 538 369 25 2784
16 Buckner. K R 108 ASW-20 438 45 a7 494 an 538 142 23 %679
17 Ward, T.J 108 DG-200 343 9 569 423 | | 647 120 23 2521
18 Cooke, J.N.C. 108 Vega 0 5 564 350 297 504 204 2 1987
19 Marrion, S. H 118 Nimbus 2c| 340 (1] 0 75 519 526 299 0 I 1759
i
20 Dimock H.R ] Mos::ulroJ_ 33? | v | 0% 460 4 479 t] b 95 } _10_ A i 198 ] a 1734
Standard Class
el —— N — e i e
Ne Pilot Smlnlar\e Dlylﬂ:: | Dnzus Duy 395 DnyCI:ErDaySH 5|Day 6135/ Day 7145 Day 8155 Total
Hcap !73I|m .1 |50lun A | 278km @ | 310km A \‘!?llm kM A 1?9km = | 205km & | 115km & Points
1 Banoisl, J. D [P1) 88 Twin Asur a&U 13 | 893 912 4?0 srs T Ei | | 457 4054
2 Clarke, M. A 100 Sd Cirrus 468 5 984 Baz2 485 T84 | B2 465 | 4735
3 Mitchell, K. 99 Astir 200 a7 | o 854 418 752 511 582 4403
4 Newall, Pam 100 Std Girus | 345 1" 644 815 268 sa1 | 1000 392 3856
5 Guunl, . 99 Astir | 483 [ 708 873 238 813 621 | 122 | 85
6 Charlet-Green, Mary| 100 Sid Currus | 422 23 Tta (14] 458 | 325 541 485 3820
7 Armstrong, T. G 95 Cobra | 453 1 | 75 | 740 %8 | 728 495 a2 3754
8 Fearon, W. 97 Astt 93 0 795 798 368 | 566 st | a0 3570
9 Brtton, O B 99 Asts 410 ] 780 781 465 | [ 725 369 3539
10 Dennis. 5. C 99 Asnt s 0 B2 | a7 38 | S 354 3 53
11 Tapson, B a7 Astir 35 | 0 755 1000 60 178 522 32 | W
12 Jeifries, J A a5 K21 450 a8 1000 779 350 - DNF ONE
Roliings, €. C - = - — - 871 DNF ONE 3238
13 Stephenson, E K 96 Sta Lauu 428 ] 575 790 240 548 682 65 3332
14 Tootell. W 97 Asl 213 L] 732 ’ B80S 270 542 669 ] 29
1S Steiner P H, | a9 Asl-r | e T 583 839 0 648 615 0 3160
16 Davis. M. Jd | 99 Astir 480 ] 643 637 223 248 541 1] 2918
17 Hardy. M. F 9 Ashr | 335 6 948 455 253 306 583 ] 2887
18 Howney, P.J 99 Astir | 63 & 597 418 223 264 222 465 2558
19 Dempsiat, W. 99 Astir |33 [ 670 305 240 718 [ 159 2419
20 Harkins, A O | 100 818 Girrus | g | [ st | T2 495 ONF DNF ONF | 2275
2\ Brown, R | ¥ Asnr 43 6 597 459 22 480 281 o 2099
22 Sharpe. G J 99 Astir | 408 ] 98 | 552 ae 204 W0 o 1786
23 Law, M. J. | 99 Astit 0 0 241 589 223 306 ] 318 o 1657
Sport Class
T T
No Pilot Sailplane Day 1.65 Day295 | Dayd10s Dy 4.11.5 Day 5135 Day 6245 Total
H'cap 10Ckm == 172km = 205%m & | 117km A 17km & 125km = Points
1 Gnrery 1D 94 Dart 17n 515 a70 853 | 325 962 885 a“n
2 Dean, MJ. B6 Skylark 4 9 839 s78 | 2s0 855 | 2z 3267
3 Balion, P 84 K-Bon 210 980 358 | 273 447 | 779 3047
4 Harmar, P.M 82 Pirat o 889 340 | 275 1000 530 3034
5 Paterson. C.A 85 Skylark 4 ] 918 725 255 s | 708
& Oransheld. JR. 94 Dart 178 246 el 478 2685 980 a2 2752
7 Richardson, JL 86 K-18 — 707 728 255 e 180
Miller, AS, ar2 = - - | — - 2615
8 Marriott, JP. 86 K-18 238 675 725 | 220 376 345 2579
9 Eagles TW 86 K-18 263 442 613 255 O o [ iBa8n || 2472
10 Kosak. J.G. 82 Pirat 17 716 593 210 | 515 228 2435
11 Archer, RE. 84 K-6cn 0 530 953 263 355 ao7 2408
12 Reed, 18 86 Skylark 4 210 513 400 288 || Tas | 2m 2370
13 Hewin, LN 94 Club Libeile | 137 586 300 250 ai? 212 1902
14 Pilch, G.A B2 Pirat 1 a7 430 405 195 || Va2n 217 1833
15 Alney, 0B 88 Dart 15 | 120 559 520 175 da4 | 69 1787
16 Murphy. N.L 90 K-6e 0 674 a0 283 | 240 135 1732
17 Forsyth. G.S 85 K-18 — 559 220 210 350 0
Healey, G 185 i = | - | — - 1504
18 Martin, G. B2 Puat a3 415 428 | 195 | 210 | 135 1422
18 Mahon, M.C 65 K-18 Q 562 335 78 330 61 1368
20 Reid. AW 86 K-18 15 616 305 ‘ 198 104 0 1338
21 Bass, IG 94 Dart 178 o 485 ONF 180 248 212 1125
22 Saunders, JK B6 K18 36 574 220 | 50 60 178 118
23 Smith, AP 90 K-6¢ | [ 61 ‘O | 26 B | s 958
Club Class
No  Pilat _ Sailplane Day 1 5 Day 295 [ Day 3.105 D“,‘L:H,f o Days 145 ota
Hcap | GOkm A | kM & J3m & goal race B3km A Points
1 Tarry. CJ 78 K-8 | [] I 929 400 808 £a3 2018
2 Jackson R 78 K-8 " 785 355 802 8§29 2592
3 Lawrence SN 78 K-8 v} 935 148 663 BO1 2547
4 Alsxander, JM 78 K-8 0 755 265 672 740 2432
S Bailey. P.R. 78 K-8 6 879 268 448 402 2003
6§ Lancaster. D.S. 78 K-8 3 737 300 Q 728 | 1768
7 Spiller. AW | 78 k-8 o 513 318 ] o] | 122
B McQuigg. CJ 78 K-8 1" 403 o 23 a1 548
9 Tool MP 78 K-8 6 | onF ONF ONF | owE | ]

DN F =did nol ly

sunbathing, with one ear cocked on Denis
Ballinger's finish line: whilst spectators will
recall the thrill of some of the finishers,
such as Pam Newall's achievement as the
sole Standard Class pilot to get back one
day, or Peter Harmer's win one day in a
Pirat despite the strong wind.

And | will never forget the hard work by

the various officials who made my job as
Director so easy. The competition suffered
no significant operational, administrative
or airspace problems and | hope that
Greenham Common will come alive again
next year, when perhaps even the National
Championships could be "Racing at New-

bury". =
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OYERSEAS

GERMAN NATIONALS

With all tasks over 200km and some over
500km, the German Nationals with 96
entries (Open Class, 19, 156m Class 33 and
Standard Class 44) resulted in nine contest
days. They were held at Aalen, Elchingen
near Stuttgart from May 17 to June 1.

Klaus Holighaus in his carbon-fibre Nim-
bus 24m had a convincing win in the Open
Class followed by Sigi Baumngartl and Man-
fred Dick both flying Nimbus 2.

The Ventus (small fuselage) was flown to
victory by Bruno Gantenbrink in the 15m
Class after Ernst Gernod Peter failed to
complete the task on one day. He came
second, and Gerhard Waibel third, both in
ASW-20s.

According to Hans-Werner Grosse the
Standard Class was the most interesting
Class this time. It was won by Hans Gléckl|
in a modified LS-3. Second in a modified
ASW-19 was Stich and Schrelber in a Std
Cirrus came third. The new LS-4 performed
well and finished 6th. The SB-12, the latest
model of Akaflieg Braunschweig, although
placed 12th performed and handled
extremely well. The wing profile used for
this machine and the modification to the
ASW-19 were both developed by Dipl ing
Horstmann.

GLIDING AN OLYMPIC SPORT?

During the 1936 Olympics in Berlin, inten-
sive propaganda was made in Germany to
try to get soaring flight included as an
Olympic sport on the next occasion, which
was to have been Finland. To draw the
attention of those taking part, a goal flight
from Berlin to Kiel was made by Louis Rot-
ter, Hungary's first Silver C pilot, in his
home-built and designed Nemere sail-
plane. During it he became the first to use
the dolphin technique, decades before
anyone else (see S&G, December 1976,

Please send news and exchange
coples of journals to the Overseas
Editor: A. E. Slater, 7 Highworth
Avenue, Cambridge, CB4 2BQ, England.

p272 and full illustrated account in S&G.
December 1936).

Louis Rotter, now aged 79, writes that he
last flew seven years ago in a Grunau Baby:
but is now partially paralysed in the right
arm and leg but can still go for walks, and
is working hard, preparing a thesis for a
conference and writing for technical jour-
nals. His son flies at the Midland GC.

SOVIET NEWS

Those who attended the 1965 World Glid-
ing Championships at South Cerney will
remember the Soviet Team and their glid-
ers, some of which got damaged. Since
that time, almost nothing has been heard of
them and we have asked for news. Vladimir
Chuvikov flew [n the 1968 World Champ-
ionships in Poland and later participated
unsuccessfully in a contest in East Ger-
many. Michael Verietennikov took part as
one of the Soviet Ground Crew during the
1968 World Gliding Championships. At last
a letter has answered some of our ques-
tions.

On their return to Russia from the British
World Championships in 1965, all four

and transferred to better, more comfort-
able, positions in the power flying sections
of their aero clubs. Oleg Suslov transferred
immediately after his return from England
and is still llying aeroplanes, lozas
Yarushevichus is flying for Aeroflot and
Misha Vierietennikov ran an aero club in
the Ukraine. He worked very hard and
made his aero club one of the best in the
Republic. However, he has now had to give
up flying for medical reasons."

This is a cruel fate for a pilot who once
held Soviet gliding records.

“Volodya Chuvikov', the letter continues
"was also power flying. However, he had a
terrible motor cycle accident. While lying
beneath the machine, petrol escaped
which set his clothes on fire. He was found
on the road badly burnt, but still alive. In
spite of all efforts 1o save him, he died fully
conscious.

“Vasily Shcherbakov received support to
start a gliding museum in the Crimea, the
cradle of Russian Gliding. However, for
some reason, this only consists of a room,
in which items of gliding history are dis-
played on stands. It is not yet a museum. It
is only a good start.

“Margareta Ratsenskaya, who used to
attend the annual FAl meeting in Paris, has
retired but still spends some time in the
Aero Club, organising gliding, the official
observers and the hang gliding depart-
ments.”’

OBITUARY

Free Flight reports the death of John
Agnew, holder of Canadian glider pilot's
licence No 1 and a founder of the Montreal
Soaring Club.

pilots “became tired of the team training AES.
Doncaster Airfield S. Yorks.
We have the largest stocks of
G.L.1 PLY
in the UK at the best prices
Also Grade-A Spruce
Oxygen bottles " "Phone
Altimeters 0302 57695

Release rings Ask June Fox for a

etc. Quote

all pilots can read— but the BEST PILOTS read

Sailplane & Gliding

The magazine can be obtained from most Gliding Clubs

in Gt. Britain, alternatively send £6.25 postage included

for an annual subscription to the British Gliding Associa-

tion, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester. Single

copies, including postage £1.05.

Red leather-cloth binders 1o take copies of the magazine are
also available from the B.G.A.

Price £3.00 (£3.40, including post and packing).

OVERSEAS AGENTS

CANADA:

T. R. Beasley, Soaring Supplies, PO Box 621.

St. Laurent, P.Q. Canada, H4L4V9

SQUTH AFRICA:

Peter Eich, PO Box 82707, Southdale 2135, Johannesburg,
Transvaal.

HOLLAND:

Aeropress {Ary Ceelen) P Stockmanslaan 53, 5652 RB Eindhoven
USA and all other Countries

Payable in either Sterling £6.25 or US $13.75 but International
Maney Orders preferred, direct to the British Gliding Association.
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WINTER BAROGRAPHS e —

MARN SRS SHEPLEY LANE, HAWK GREEN,

THERMAL EQUIPMENT xp‘i??;ﬁf_’jﬁfg“'
LIMITED A

The Qualified Repairers

Lasham Airfield Alton Hampshire C.A A "B Licence approval in all materials

: B.G.A. Senjor Inspection Approval, “E" & “M" Rating
Telephone Herriard 359 or 0256-83 359
P.F.A. Approval  all arframes

Jebring Joaring Centre Florida

Your own personal sailplane in the ‘Sunshine State’

The finest soaring centre in Florida can now offer you a unique opportunity to continue your flying programme during the long winter months.
The soaring conditions are at their very best in Florida between Qctober and June, and this combined with the off-peak tourist season
enables us to offer you a **Superb Holiday Package™ in this most atiractive location, at an economical price.

Your package will include: ® Scheduled fMights between London and Florida @ Motel accommodation @ Hire car
® Your own personal sailplane for the duration of your visit
Experienced soaring pilots or early solos are equally welcome and we have a comprehensive fleet of sailplanes available combined with
tuiton al every level,

Write now for a brochure to: Sebring Soaring Centre Inc, Box 499, Bldg. 100, Sebring Airport, Sebring, Florida 33870
or call direct from the U.K. (0101) 813 655 2397
Phone manned after October [st 1980

W BT (@) EB75
WESTLEY AIRCRAFT | Em LOW-PROFILE PARACHUTE

Complete Aircraft Manufacture. Repairs to IRVIN
G.R.P., steel tube, wood, metal, C.A.A. Argon
i i Also available
arc welding, respray and refabric. A e
SIMON WESTLEY and EB73
65 Brooklancése;);ivfb;_ealg;ton Buzzard @ All-up welght6.9kg
: 5 @ |RVIN lightweight
Tel. 0525-379567 24 Carlopy

@ Contoured, 3-pin

side opening pack:
SAILPLANE & ENG. Length ssomm
Width 360mm
Depth between
SERVICES LTD. Gsmm x 80
® 3-point quickly
C's of A adjustable harness

"REPAIRS TO GLASS-FIBHE, @ Full packing and servicing instructions
STEEL TUBE & WOODEN A/C

@ Suitable for Aircraft, Gliders and Helicopters
WRITE OR PHONE:

For full details write to:
KEN BLAKE BUXTON 4365 Sales Department, IRVIN Great Britain Limited, LETCHWORTH,
SAILPLANE & ENG. SERVICES LTD., Herts, SG6 1EU
HOLMFIELD RD., BUXTON, DERBYS. Tel: 6262 Telex: 82198
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Col Ted Shepherd presenting a picture of Martin Hardy in his Astir at 16 0001t over Aboyne last October 1o
General Sir John Archer on retiring as President of the Army Gliding Association. Howard Jarvis, CFl of
Wyvern, is on the laft with Andy Harkins far right. Photo: Peter Griffiths.

CLUB NEWS

Copy and photographs for the October-November issue of S&G should be sent to the Editor, 281
Queen Edith's Way, Cambridge CB1 4NH, to arrive not later than August 12 and for the
December-January Issue to arrive not later than October 14,

June 10, 1980

GILLIAN BRYCE-SMITH

BATH & WILTS (Keevil Airfield)

We have not heard any more about Keevil
Aerodrome being sold, so we are still hoping
nothing will come of it. In the meantime we
had two very successful soaring weeks at Eas-
ter and Whitsun.

We are very pleased that Andrew Davis
came fourth in the 15 Metre Nationals. Bob
Bromwich and Andrew will be competing in
the Open Class Nationals in August and
Steve Parker the Western Regionals. We
were hosts to five pilots who landed at Keevil
during the Nationals.

John Horrill flew his Delphin for his dis-
tance to complete Silver C. Steve Parker
climbed to 11 000ft in wave over Trowbridge
on April 19and Dave Parker went to 10 800ft.
The following day Mervyn Pocock went to
10 000ft. John Catley. Alf Becket and Mike
Cox have gone solo and Bob Burgess, John
Catley and Kate Hargreaves have completed
their Bronze C.

We had an interesting talk on cross-country
flying by John Williamson, National Coach,
at the beginning of the soaring season. The
club dinner was on May 2.

JiL;

BLACKPOOL & FYLDE

Sunday, April 20, was a memorable day for
some members. Clearly defined wave clouds
were directly overhead early in the morning,
the wind at ground level was NW but more
northerly at height, making the hill soarable
most of the day. Members made use of hill
and thermal lift 10 reach the wave at about
2000ft agl, the wave remaining directly over-
head most of the day. Cloudbase was 4000
reaching 900011 and lift varied from 2-4k early
in the day to 10k later.

A 900ft winch launch was sufficient to
enable ten members to reach the wave.
Messrs Gordon and Crossley flew to 7500ft,
Tom Gornall stopped at 9000ft as he had a
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cold; David Masterson 10 000ft; Terry Harri-
son 12 000ft; Paul Myers, Peter Philpott, Bob
Boyde and Gill Haslam all bettered 13 000ft
and Roy Greason, not intending to lose the
height trophy he holds. reached 15 000f1.
Gold heights were claimed by Messrs Boyde,
Myers and Harrison.

Days such as this prove the wisdom of all
the people who were originally involved in
acquiring Lower Coch Hill Farm, as a gliding
site. Observation by the writer, living at
Lancaster over the past 4layrs, suggests that
wave conditions are evident in almost half
the days of the year, and in wind directions
from NW through N 10 SW.

To prove that we have every kind of lift
available, Bob Ingham gained his first leg,
soaring a sea breeze front at Easter, Wave
returned again, this lime from a SE wind, giv-
ing Tom Gorrall Gold height, and last Satur-
day brought us 7000ft thermals.

LT

BRISTOL & GLOUCESTERSHIRE
(Nympsfield)

Our task week at the end of May was a mod-
erate success but the weather was rather
unkind. Several members saw Cirrus 272 spin
in near the club after the pilot, John Patchett,
baled out. The incident is being investigated
by the relevant authorities. John had already
made a parachute jump previously during a
weekend course.

Our Super Cub engine is nearing comple-
tion and our tug fleet should soon be back to
strength. After many years of excellent ser-
vice, our Terrier has gone to a new home.

R.A.R.

BUCKMINSTER (Saltby Airfield)

Saltby is now operating full time for the
summer months and running holiday courses
for the first time.

We have given evidence at the Vale of Bel-
voir Inquiry and are now awaiting their ver-
dict on whether or not the proposed mining at
Saltby will take place, despite our having a
lease until 2002,

Meanwhile we are assuming this is all a
long way in the future and concentrating on
hosting the East Midlands Regionals from
July 5-13, to be opened by the Duke of Rut-
land and directed by Brian Spreckley and
Mike Carlion. We are also competing in the
Inter Club League and encouraging more
cross-country flying generally. Two syndicate
K-6CRrs were sold off site and replaced by
more modern gliders. We now have over 16
syndicate gliders.

Peter Wright, flying his home built Falcon
featured in the April issue of S&G, recently
reached 15 000ft in wave over the site but he
had forgotten his barograph.

Our ¢lub was founded by five people one of
whom has been our Technical Officer, Safety
Officer, CFl and almost everything else
besides. He is now a National Coach and we
would all like to congratulate Brian Spreckley
on winning the Nationals,

The Citabria, a replacement for the Auster,
is a great improvement, as is the new pulley
for our reverse-tow system.

Frank Cox has become CFI, taking over
from Mick Webster, who incidentally
recently gained his Gold distance. Our con-
gratulations to John Hickson and Pete Brooks
on going solo and to Jeff Roberts on Silver
distance.

L.EM.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY
(Cambridge and Duxford)

We have a new CFIl in Steve Longland who
took over from Joe Whelan. Steve has been
an important part of the club for some years
and we wish him every luck.

Our task week was much appreciated and
despite inconsistent weather, there were six
flying days with much outlanding practice
thrown in. We welcomed visitors from several
clubs and Nick Gaunt from Yorkshire, who

TM.61 GLIDER RADIO

Now the new TM.61 Glider Radio, same size but improved
outpul 1o 1.8 watt at 12,5 volts.

Actual size x 7%"" long, up to 6§ Channels, normally sup-
plied with 130.1 and 130.4, complete with hand-held mike
(or Swan-neck boom mike, optional extra at £20), speaker
and wiring harness. PRICE £210

LONDON SAILPLANES LTD "'us VAT
Telephone Dunstoble 42068 Y,

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




flew in spectacular fashion, was the overall
winner in his DG-100 with the Baker brothers
upholding local honour by finishing runners
up in their big Cirrus,

P.E.B.

COVENTRY (Husbands Bosworth)

We have our first single-seater motor glider
on site — Mike Aspley's PIK 20E. With the
advent of Graham Smith's BG-135, there are
two 13.5m gliders flying around to confuse
everyone, especially when field landings are
reporied from the air!

Our first task week coincided with the
Nationals. On one of the days Chris Thomas
and Harry Middleton (T-21) and John Endall
(K-8) landed at Dunstable just as the com-
petitors were taking-off. During this week
Trevor Brigden (K-8), John Endall and Chris
Rodwell all gained Silver distance, Trevor
completing his Silver C.

An instructors’ course was also held during
the task weel and we now welcome Rose-
mary Broughton as our second lady instructor.

Quite a large party are planning to visit Sut-
ton Bank, complete with suitable machines,
for the International Vintage Rally from July
26 to August 3, This event will be immedi-
ately followed by our second task week.

B.R.

DEESIDE (Aboyne Airfield)

This year has so far been excellent with
launch rates and total hours well up on previ-
Qus years.

The superb weather over the last two
months has been a great encouragement with
pilots reporting 6 to 8kt thermals under 9500ft
cloudbase on several occasions, and good
wave conditions also showing up. Recent
south-easterly winds, associated with high
pressure and clear skies, have been soared to
more than 15 000ft. With only two or three
aircrafl airborne per day midweek on average,
the summer wave potential of the site is still
largely unexplored.

We have a healthy increase in membership
and several new privately owned machines.
Lemmy Tanner, our Chairman, is showing us
the way with his high placing in the 15 Metre
Nationals, and a nucleus of potential competi-
tion pilots is building up with a welcome
increase in cross-country flying. Lemmy and
Bruce Cooper are looking closely at the cur-
rent British records, several of which they
feel could be bettered in good wave weather.

We now have planning permission for our
clubhouse and work should start shortly.
However we still need money and anyone
wishing 1o purchase life membership to sup-
port the project will be welcomed.

Our task week is the first week in August,
Any visiting pilots will be welcome to join in.

J.R.B.

DERBY & LANCS (Camphill)

We were grateful for the very informative talk
given by Brian Spreckley, National Coach,
on the eve of our open week. At the AGM
Eric Boyle stepped down as CFIl and was
elected Vice-President in acknowledgement
of his unstinting service to the club over many
years. He is succeeded by John Humpherson.
This column shouldn’t look too like a smug
company chairman’s report, but our courses
are fully booked, flying hours are well up and
weekends see the circuit pleasantly crowded
with two K-13s, two K-7s and two K-8s. Con-
gratulations to Jim Moran and John Birch on

going solo.
S.G.

DEVON & SOMERSET (North Hill)

We welcome one of our most regular cross-
country pilots, Julian Hine, as an assistant
instructor.

Tony Stockwell (K-6CR) pioneered the
Silver rush with a downwind to Davidstow for
his distance, and achieved his height with a
climb to 7000ft. John Brown (B4), Derry
Reaney (K-8) and Dave Millmore (Pirat) have
all achieved Silver height, Derry to complete

g

DG-200 — Demonstrator at Sutton Bank

Information coupon:
Please send me your detailed information
ODG-100 [1DG-100 G

0 DG-200 0O DG-200/17

My address.

New: Glaser-Dirks DG-200/17

17 m flying as for the normal

_________________________________ >¢{:2; ]

0O DG-100 Club
O Carbon fibrewings

The wingspan of this DG-200 can
be extended with special insert-
able wing tips for a new 17 m
wingspan. Same max. speeds,
max. TOW and flap settings for

DG-200. Max. L:D 1:45.

Latest news:
| DG-200 and DG-200/17 now avail-
able with carbon fibre wings.

To
AUSTIN AVIATION

Sole Glaser-Dirks UK distributor

122 MAIN STREET
STILLINGTON

Nr YORK YO6 1JU

Telephone
Easingwold 810255
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his Silver. John went on to complete his dis-
tance during task week and Dave his five
hours. Several Bronze pilots just missed
Silver distance during task week. Richard
Carter and Colin Watt have gone solo,
Expeditions to Husbands Bosworth and the
Long Mynd in mid-May were socially suc-
cessful, but very strong winds seriously
restricted flying. Our first task week, with
only two flying days possible, has just
finished.
I.D.K.

OBITUARY

Peter Cooper

Peter Cooper died on June 7 in a gliding acci-
dent. His name will not be remembered as
one of the great names of British gliding, but
to us at North Hill he was a shining example
of what it was all about.

I remember his first solo and his first soar-
ing flight; from that moment he was fired with
enthusiasm that never waned during l4yrs
with us. Whatever project the club undertook
he was involved in. He had that ability to pass
on to his pupils and friends his dedication to
gliding. His last flight was to check the soar-
ing conditions for others. In the clubroom or
on the field he will be sadly missed and our
deepest sympathy goes to his wife Kitty and
family.

D. J. Minson, Chairman

DONCASTER & DISTRICT
(Doncaster Airfield)

The first meeting of the Northern League
weekend competitions were at Doncaster
with the Wold, Trent and Yorkshire GCs tak-
ing us on. Trent Valley were the winners. We
did better at the second competition at the
Wolds GC, winning overall thanks mainly to
Ray Hufton winning the Novice Class and
Martin White the Intermediate Class. We are
now one point behind the League leaders —
Trent Valley.

We have had excellent weather this season
with a 9200ft cloudbase one Sunday morning
and virtually every weekend since February
has had a soaring day in it.

There have been many good flights includ-
ing a Diamond goal for Jack Sharples and a
Silver height and duration for Paul Hethering-
ton and Keith MacBride. The Ouse GC have
now left us and are flying again at Ruffield
Airfield.

E.T.R.
7 . B
BRI e
Gliderwork
C of A OVERHAULS
and REPAIRS

By L. GLOVER senior inspector

Husbands Baswarth Airfield, Near Rugby
Tel. Market Harborough 880375
\ Lutterworth 57544
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DORSET (Tarrant Rushton)

Earlier in the year Harry Wolf, in his new
Vega, reached 8500t i‘n wave over the field,
for a club record,

Much activity in the hangar has resulted in
our Auster having a new ‘‘skin"', the winch
tractor a new engine and a fully serviceable
club fleet. Our thanks to the usual hard core
of helpers.

Frank Turner has retired after many years
hard work as our Treasurer. An expedition
to the Dutch Flevo Club is being led by
Dennis Neal after the Dutch members' suc-
cessful stay at Dorset last year.

J.R.C.

DUBLIN (Baldonnel)

We've come through a difficult two-year
period which culminated in our being out of
action for five months from September 1979,
Since February last however we have been
the happy owners of a new 180hp Super Cub
delivered from Colorado, which is now hard
at work clocking up the launches to help pay
the bank its money back.

There have been other changes and
developments. In 1979, we completed a
5000sq fi hangar at Gowran Grange, a grass
airfield some 15 miles south-west of our tradi-
tional site on the military base at Baldonnel.
Our fleet is now housed at Gowran and we
hope in the future to be able to do more and
more non-weekend flying there. There has
been a steady increase in the private fleet, and
we have at last “*gone glass"" with the succes-
sive arrivals of a Phoebus C, Astir CS and
Kestrel 19, all ex Germany. We're looking
forward to seeing how these fare in the next
Nationals against the Ulster GC's Pik,
DG-100 and ASW-20. The Nationals are lo
be held at Nenagh, Co Tipperary between
July 5-20. (We were happy to welcome a visit-
ing Dart syndicate from Coventry GC to last
year's abbreviated competition).

The cross-country season has produced
about 500km up to the end of May, mostly
notched up by the Phoebus. Our tasks are, as
always, on a very much smaller scale than in
the UK. We're still waiting for our first
home-grown Golds and Diamonds — with all
that expensive GRP around, maybe this is the
year!

T.A.W.

DUNKESWELL (Dunkeswell Airfield)

1980 is showing every promise of being a
superb season at Dunkeswell with soaring
every weekend since Easter, including sev-
eral cross-country flights. On April 20 our
T-53 contacted wave and climbed to 6600f1,
paving the way for Tony Eastelow (Foka 4)
who carried on up to 11 800ft, this being our
new club maximum height record.

We have bought a new retrieve vehicle to
replace our well loved but antiquated pick-up
van and are discussing the viability of building
either a winch or reverse pulley system.

Members visiting Portmoak for the first
time this May were impressed with the site
and the hospitality shown them by the staff
and members of the SGU. Due to easterlies
throughout the week they returned without
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PIK-20e HIGH PERFORMANCE
“FLAPPED 15" MOTOR SAILPLANE

® GOOD TAKE-OFF PERFORMANCE (300m)
® GOOD RATE OF CLIMB

® EARLY DELIVERIES — LATE 1980

® DEMO AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE

® IN FULL SERIES PRODUCTION

BALL ELECTRIC VARIOMETERS

Sole UK Agency

Latest models in
stock

Very low battery
consumption

All self-contained —
no awkward bottles

Standard sizes 3V
and 2% inch
available

Netto, cruise,
variable gain,
variable damping,
averager available

Model 400/6

And of course:

® FIBREGLASS TRAILERS FOR 15 METRE SAILPLANES
® GOOD RANGE OF INSTRUMENTS

® REPAIRS TO ALL SAILPLANES WHATEVER MATERIAL
® C'sofA

® WOODEN TRAILERS BUILT TO YOUR SPECIFICATION

JOHN HULME

BOTTISHAM, CAMBRIDGE

Telephone
Cambridge 811323

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




any notable flying achievements, but are
already planning a further visit for next year.

Congratulations to our new solo pilots Ann
Jewell, Hilary Perry, lan Davidson and Allan
Vincent. lan Mitchéll, Les Baskwill and
Mark Spedding have gained Bronze legs. Jane
Butland, Ann Jewell and Val Carter have
their certificates. Richard Harris has his
Bronze C and Silver height and Ron Perry has
Just completed his PPL.

We are all looking forward to our summer
barbecue in June.

V.C.

EAST SUSSEX (Ringmer)

Success! After many months of lobbying,
campaigning, writing endless letters to a
seemingly endless number of development
sub-commilttee members, parish councillors,
planning officers and members of the press
and attending numerous council, parish and
site meetings, we have now regained our
aerotowing permission. We managed to reach
a compromise on the use of the tug, the main
points of which were permission to aerotow
on weekdays and Saturdays between 9.30am
and 6.00pm, and on Sundays between |lam
and 4pm, with no aerotowing on a Sunday
preceding a Bank Holiday.

Our sincerest thanks to those members of
the club, and of the public, who devoted their
time and energy to the successful conclusion
of our fight.

Success again in the form of our open day,
on May 26. Over 2000 people were attracted
by our aerobatic displays, model aircraft fly-
ing, hot air balloon (somewhat deflated), stalls
and sideshows. Congratulations to Jackie
Manley on her superb organisation and to
Vivian Nopper for her splendid publicising of
the event. Thanks also to all those members
who worked so hard to make this a day to be
remembered, especially the ‘'*Hot Dog
King'', Tony Kerwin-Nye.

A.N.

ENSTONE EAGLES (Enstone Airfield)

._|\

Paul photographed with his father on the day of
his solo fight. He has been gliding since six-
years-old and is now flying his father's Olympia.

This year's task week, at Easter was very
successful. The northerly winds enabled four
pilots to gain their five hours on the nearby
Edge Hill. Several soaring and cross-country
flights were also enjoyed. N. Rose soloed
after only one week of gliding and J. Procter
‘and C. Skinner also soloed recently, but the
most noteworthy is that of Paul Dewhurst
who was sent solo by his father Ron on his
16th birthday,
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Congratulations to P. Blackburn, D. John-
son and J. Ashman for Silver heights and to
Dave Wilson who, from a motor tow, attained
a height of 11 200ft in wave over Blenheim
Palace.

5.G.

ESSEX (North Weald)

We have clocked up nearly 4000 cross-
country kilometres already this season.

We were guests at Husbands Bosworth for
the first heat of the Four Clubs® Competition
which turned out to be an interesting
weekend. Despite strong winds, two tasks for
each Class were managed. We thank the
Coventry Club for their kind hospitality and
look forward to other heats in the near future.

We are planning open days for June 14-15
when we hope to top our best daily launch
rate and cement good relations with the
public.

Congratulations to Mike Jefferyes who, in
his first Nationals, was the only pilot to com-
plete the task on Day 4.

{6

ESSEX & SUFFOLK (Hadleigh)

During Easter week the club had one of its
most successful expeditions ever when 12
pilots took five aircraft to Portmoak. They
flew a total of 195hrs with a Diamond height
for Eric Richards (Vega), Gold heights for
Pete Wilby and Alan Hall (Pirat) and dura-
tions by Viv Haley, Ann Winterbottom, John
Balance, Neville Bleach, Dave Gilder and
Paul Rice. Our thanks for the SGU for their
hospitality and friendliness.

A few weeks later Viv Haley in the club
K-6 and Steele Haughton (K-7) flew to Dux-
ford for Silver distance, Viv completing Silver
G,

We have just finished our club task week
during which we had some good soaring and a
completed Silver by Jonathon Abbess and
Silver distance by Les Marshall. Tristram L.
Jones completed his Silver with a duration
and John Gilbert completed his Bronze C.
Congratulations to them all and to Dave
Smith for going solo.

S&G readers please note that even though
our airfield is at Whatfield on the chart it is
called Hadleigh (three miles south of RAF
Wattisham), so if you feel like flying some-
where different we would be very glad to see
you.

R.R.H.

HEREFORD (Shobdon)

We have a fine crop of Bronze Cs and Silver
legs with a completed Silver C by John
France. Liz Lloyd converted to the syndicate
K-6CR.

There have been some exceptional wave
flights. On April 12 Roger Harlow and Philip
King (Mini Nimbi 849 and 530) found wave to
12 000ft and visited the Black Mountains,
Brecon and Pontypool. Charles Boucher took
530 to 14 000ft on April 19 after a launchless
day of howling northerly crosswinds. On
April 20 Anthony Maitland (530) and Mike
Costin (Nimbus 2) found wave to around
15 000ft. Mike visited Aberystwyth and

landed on his way back to HB while Anthony
did a 250km triangle.

On May 20 Philip King (530) climbed to
22 000ft. The next day Anthony Maitland
climbed 530 to 17 500ft and was joined by
Don Towson, Reg Mayo and Oliver Cowley.
Reg completed his Gold C with Gold height
and gained a Diamond.

May 17 saw Anthony Maitland (530) and
Roger Harlow (849) taking the Mini Nimbi
round a 306km triangle north of Whitchurch
and west of Llandovery, a remarkable route
over exciling rough country. This was
Anthony’s 26th flight of more than 300km
completed in 3hrs 33min, but a first for Roger
in a time of Shrs 40 min, giving him his second
UK Diamond in three months.

The Lakes GC came for ten days in late
May and although not special weather Peter
Renshaw clocked up mearly 30hrs. Liz and
Adrian Lloyd organised a beer and skittles
party for their last evening.

On June | Philip King retumed from the
IBM Competition in Holland with the Mini
Nimbus and Denis Johnston (crew), having
had a fine time and placed second. Philip
gulped down a cheese roll and then shot round
a 250km triangle.

R.P.

KENT (Challock)

Mike Kemp and Tony Moulang have already
achieved 300kms round the Whittlesey milk
run with good attempls by Terry Bramfitt and
Tim Gardiner, Mike Kemp also won the
League One division of our task week, just
beating his co-organiser, John Hoye, into
second place; John variously flying a PIK
208, K-13 and T-21. League Two honours
went to Dennis Wright, our new professional
instructor, who recently completed his Silver
C and gained his full rating. The *‘team’ prize
went to the PIK 208 (988) flown by John
Hoye and Mike Kemp.

Doug Berry achieved his duration on a
scratchy day closely followed by Silver
height, Tony Goodman and Martin Cooper
completed Silver Cs with height gains and
there was also a Silver height for Caroline
Bunyan. Finally there was a rare Silver dis-
tance (including height) for Chris Ireland
(Swallow),

D.H.

LASHAM GLIDING SOCIETY
(Lasham Airfield)

By the time you read this our new Super
Falke should be in service, which will please
our pupils needing navigation, field selection
and field landing instruction. Our K-13s con-
tinue to give good service and we are planning
to add a Janus to the fleet for advance train-
ing. Our advanced courses run by Ken
Stewart are a great success, with a number of
first cross-countries and Silver legs com-
pleted.

We seem to have fewer beginners this year,
which means that those we do have, are get-
ting trained more quickly.

W.J.D.

LONDON (Dunstable)

Apologies are due to Louise Coates for lend-
ing her a faulty barograph for her Silver height
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attempt; but afier all it does seem to be the
season for this sort of thing as Andrew
Humphries's distance claim was thwarted
for a similar reason. ,

We have been more successful in the
Inter-Club League, however, with our one
point lead at Husbands Bosworth being con-
solidated by wins in all three Classes at
Saltby.

Back at Dunstable we have a brand new
Super Cub, making three of the type in all.
This was available in time to assist in launch-
ing the very large number of rather small glid-
ers present for the 15M Nationals. Our new
facilities ie the tug hangar for briefings and the
5-star catering contributed significantly in
making a more civilised competition.

F.K.

MARCHINGTON (Marchington)

The club has now been informed by the
Ministry of Defence that our site will be
auctioned this autumn so we are busy raising
the cash necessary for its acquisition which
will enable us to develop and expand. Advice
from anybody experienced in raising large
sums would be most welcome.

Meanwhile, work continues on the strip
and we now have over 1000m of runway run-
ning approximately east-west. By the time
this is published, the winch should be operat-
ing and the grass well established on the strip.

There was a good turn out for the AGM
and the CFI, Ray Steward, was elected
Chairman with Neil Morgan as Secretary and
Malcolm Johnstone as Treasurer.

A new syndicate has formed with a very
smart Eagle, which proved to be no problem
for our Auster, and they are having a great
deal of fun with this machine.

S.D.B.

MIDLAND (Long Mynd)

April 19 was a day to remember, Soon after
breakfast, the first K-13 to be launched was
noticed at about 10 000ft and climbing rapidly
in clear air. The ensuing rush to launch into
this wave, which remained unmarked by any
lenticulars throughout the day, brought us
nine claimed Gold C heights, plus good
climbs by two-seater and other pilots.
Charles Wingfield achieved Diamond height
and undoubtedly there would have been more
had other aircraft been prepared with oxygen.

The wave was easily contacted throughout
the morning from the winch, but became more
elusive during the aftermoon. Chris Alldis
thus deserved special mention. Having
rapidly climbed above Gold height he landed
to let his partner do likewise, only to find his
barograph had failed. His second climb took
most of the afternoon and no small measure of
adrenalin to achieve.

A party of eight German pilots from Wesel
flew over in two light aircraft and a Motor
Falke with a view to forming a twinning
arrangement between us and their gliding
club. They enjoyed good soaring and were
most entertained by their introduction to
aerobatics and cloud flying, which is normally
prohibited to them. Now there are plans for a
return visit next year, possibly combining it
with a visit to Paderborn.

A group with six aircraft has just returned
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from the Cambridge University GC's task
week at Duxford — not too triumphant but
having greatly enjoyed our flying. Our thanks
to the club for their welcome.

Malcolm Lewis, Tony Jones, Geoff Row-
son and J. Baker have recently soloed and
Dave Baily, Nick Tyler and **Mac’’ MacAr-
thur have completed their Silver Cs.

Finally, our congratulations to ex Mynd
member David Benton on his record ascent.

1.8,

NORFOLK (Tibenham)

Our ex-GPO workshop is now installed at
Tibenham, thanks largely to the enterprise
and leadership of Ron Brown and Mike Bean,
We are now looking for tools to equip it.

Easter produced some fine soaring for
those who visited Portmoak with Gold height
for some, but most of us stayed in Norfolk
and had the satisfaction of taking part in
another successful open day at Robin
Combe’s fish farm,

Our CFI, Roy Woodhouse, held an
extremely useful seminar on field landings,
followed a few weeks later by a stimulating
lecture on cross-country flying by our Presi-
dent, Alfie Warminger. So inspiring was this
that within a week or two Pete Walsh (Mos-
quito) did a 300km goal flight to Yeovilton,
and Karl Heimrich finished his Silver C by
going to Duxford, intentionally taking over
five hours.

The May task week started anticyclonic
and non-soarable, but some useful non-flying
jobs were done, Leon Early taking a sick

Condor engine some hundred miles to be
repaired, and Alan Currell among others
doing some clubhouse painting. The weather
improved later in the week and some of the
best flights were by John Ayers (Astir) who
got away from 900ft to do a 240km and by
Charles Owles (Dart 17) who flew 280km.
Ron Brown and Kenny Goodrun flew
Silver distance to Duxford, with a height gain
for Ron (Vega) and a duration for Kenny
(K-18) al the same time.
M.L.

NORTHUMBRIA (Currock Hill)

The weather has been quite good recently
with quite strong thermals, although cloud-
base has been too low to make the best use of
them. There have been four expeditions to
Portmoak this year, and apart from the first
one the flying has been poor.

Graham McAndrew completed his Silver C
with a distance flight from Portmoak, and
Harry Mallender got his five hours. Alastair
Scott got a Bronze leg on his first flight in the
Swallow and Bob Nicholl has just gone solo.
Congratulations to John Greenwell and Lyn
Greenwood on becoming BGA inspectors.

Both K-7s have now been recovered as part
of their C of A and are flying again.

A.E. SUPPLIES

New and Ex Ministry Aviation
Instruments and Equipment

Altimeters, Accelerometers,
Airspeed Ind., Anemometers
(hand held), Aerials, Air Temper-
ature Ind., Airband Receivers,
Compasses, Climb and Des-
cent Ind., Clocks, Directional
Gyros, Fire Extinguishers, Hori-
zons, Headsets, Hourmeters,
Hair Hygrometers, Inverters,
Knee Boards, Life Vests, Naviga-
tion Equipment, Pressure
Gauges, Pressure Switches,
Rescue Sirobes, Sextants, Slip-
tubes, Stopwatches, Tempera-
ture Gauges various, Venturi,
Vacuum Pumps, Variometers,
Wrist Watches.

Lots of items in stock, send SAE
for free part illustrated
Catalogue to:

A.E. Supplies, 1 Arnolds Yard
Old Market Place, Altrincham

Cheshire
Shop Hours Monday lo Friday 9.30 to 2pm
closed Thursday. Saturday 9.30 to 5.30pm

Phone 061-941-3780 or after 2pm 061-880-7451

AVIONIC SYSTEMS
(Heathrow) LTD.

are pleased to
announce that the

ASH 720A RADIO

is now

C.A.A. APPROVED

for

GLIDER OPERATION
G 38—C

For further details contact:

AVIONIC SYSTEMS
(Heathrow) LTD.

Viscount Way,

London {Heathrow) Alrport,
Hounslow, Middlesex, A
Tel: 01-759 1261 01 9628
Telex WIIACsh;Irmm Shough,
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A major event is the official opening of the
new clubhouse on June 28, by the Rt Hon
Geoffrey Rippon QC MP who was so helpful
during our airspace prpblems with Newcastle
Airport, We are getting a good influx of new
members at the moment, which is most
encouraging.

J.w.

OUSE (Rufforth Airfield)

The club is now back at Rufforth after an
absence of 2%4yrs. Although only here on a
temporary basis at present, our thanks to our
hard working Committee and to Barry Lumb
for all their efforts connected with the airfield.
The local villagers supported our return and
as a thank you we offered those interested
free air experience flights. On our two open
evenings 66 villagers took advantage of the
offer.

The weather has been reasonably kind
since our return. Mark Shuttleworth managed
his five hours with Steve Lee and John Taylor
getting Silver heights. Congratulations also to
Pam Bottomer on going solo.

SR.L.

OXFORD (RAF Weston-on-the-Green)

On Sunday, June |, there was a near miss
between an unidentified glider and three para-
chutes above the centre of the DZ, While it is
true that the see-and-be-seen rules operate
successfully at other sites, our parachuting
neighbours here at Weston become extremely
agitated at this sort of incident.

Consider some of the conditions under
which we now operate: the upwind quadrant
from the airfield boundary to a radius of five
miles and at least 9000ft high is now out of
bounds, and we are not allowed to launch
while their aircraft are taxiing or while there
are parachutes descending no matter how far
away they are, With both the Islander and the
Cessna flying on some days this causes con-
siderable delays, especially when they drop
their loads one at a time.

In addition we had to equip our launch
point radio with 133.65Mhz for communica-
tion with ‘them"' and we must leave it on that
channel all day thus rendering it useless for
communication with gliders. They even asked
us to install 133,65Mhz in all our gliders but
we are resisting this for obvious reasons.

We therefore make no apology for asking
cross-country pilots once again to avoid our
DZ by a mile or s0. On a good day like June |

GLIDER
INSTRUMENTS

Repairs, Overhauls and Calibrotion.
Approved for PZL repairs and Baro-
graph Calibration.

PZL instruments in stock.

M. G. Hutchinson
5 Glendevon Road
Woodley
Reading, Berks
Telephone 0734 69649
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it will make little difference to your flight.
Draw a parachute symbol on your half-million
map to remind yourself, since the CAA have
once again got it wrong, Weston-on-the-
Green is a busy parachuting airfield and the
gliding operations here, both RAF and our-
selves, have had to take second place for some
time.

These problems have no doubt contributed
to our declining membership this year, Apart
from the loss of revenue which itself is becom-
ing serious, there are good soarable days
when half the club fleet stay in the hangar
simply because there are not enough pairs of
hands around to handle them on the ground,
Is there anyone out there still keen to fly?

P.H.

PETERBOROUGH & SPALDING
(Crowland Airfield)

The new Social Sub-Committee is planning a
number of events 1o which other clubs are
welcome. For details, please ring Martin
Clark at Market Deeping 346346, We are re-
starting our club magazine and can accept
small ads to sell such things as 'chutes and
barographs at a nominal fee. Again, inquiries
to Martin Clark.

RU

Variometer

e

#
Varior 'g?;srems

Send for free

brochure and
information package

REDWOOD INSTRUMENT COMPANY
368 Rutherford Avenue,
Redwood City, CA 94061

Representatives & Stockists
John Delafield & Dickie Feakes
19 Newton Gardens
Newton, Notts, NG13 8HJ
Ph: East Bridgford (0949)-20306
or (0949) 20918

The Spring Bank Holiday flying week pro-
duced several Bronze Cs and more Silver C
legs have been attempted, again due to the
help from Ron Ward and Derek Thorpe with
their Rallye tug.

A.E.G.

RATTLESDEN (Rattlesden Airfield)

April and May have proved excellent months
for us with the K-8 proving its worth many
times over. Congratulations to Dave King for
the second leg of his Bronze, Colin Poole for
his first Bronze leg and possible Silver height
and Bob White who flew both legs of his
Bronze and a possible Silver height on con-
secutive days. The T-21 has had its share of
soaring flights one of which gained Charles
Portway his first Bronze leg even though he
was only after his B. Congratulations also to
Ted Spurge and Dave Johnstone on going
solo.

Our membership drive is progressing well
with ten ab-initios having swelled our ranks
since April. Our thanks to our most recent
members, Rob Smith and Mike Arnold, who
descended upon our site with so much equip-
ment and enthusiasm that the framework of
our long awaited hangar was welded, bolted
and erected in the space of two days.

R.W.

SCOTTISH GLIDING UNION (Portmoak)

We regret that our CFI, Andrew Wood, will
be leaving in August to take up an appoint-
ment in Minneapolis. The Board wish to
record their appreciation and gratitude for his
hard work and dedication over the last two
years and wish him all the best in the future.

While Dave Benton's record breaking flight
isn’t exactly hot news, it is worthwhile
recording our pleasure that it was from Port-
moak.

The doubting Thomases who expressed
scepticism about the new winches were con-
founded when a number of photographs show-
ing the system in various stages of construc-
tion appeared recently on the notice board.
We now learn that the retrieve winch will be
here in the next fortnight.

After considerable discussion, a trial
agreement is being reached with the hang glid-
ing fraternity. We hope that this will lead to a
more controlled situation on the hill. The
AGM is in late June.

R.H.

DOLPHIN is eee

® @ 2 true “alr-mass’ conversion

@ @ for everyday gliders with
everyday varios

@ ® quick and easy lo install

® ® wonderful In waves

@ ® fabulous in thermals

@ ® for YOU! Find out more!

JSW SOARING

12 Warren Rise, Frimley, Surrey
Telephone:
CAMBERLEY (0276) 63238, most evenings

PRICES: £22 (single-weight version)
£35 (two-weight varsionl)

JSW Calculators £4 (state sailplane)
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SOUTHDOWN (Storrington)

It was an excellent start to the soaring season
with marvellous weather, particularly during
‘early May. Dave Connaway achieved
Diamond height at Portmoak on April 4.
Then on May 19 during our task week three
rushed around a 300km triangle, giving a Gold
C complete and Diamond to Les Merritt. On
the same day Brian Bateson and Steve Turner
took the K-13 on a 202km task, a new club
two-seater achievement, but with 8kt ther-
mals and 7500ft cloudbase it was a day 1o be
remembered. The task week was quite suc-
cessful with tasks completed on five days.

Our Silver C completions this year have set
an all time record with ten qualifying over a
five-week period.

Our "new"" K-7 is well liked and generally
preferred to our previous one. Preparations
are now well in hand for our 50th anniversary
dinner at the end of June.

We have two new full Cat instructors with
Les Merritt and Jim Tucker (11) passing their
examinations. We also have a new CFI in
Keith (The Teeth) Mitchell and a new deputy
in *'Tiny"" Don Irving, both of whom are
enthusiastically adding their considerable
experience and weight to these challenging
positions.

B.A.B.

SOUTH WALES (Usk)

After a rather wet and muddy start we have
had abundant wave, ridge and thermal condi-
tions resulting in a crop of Bronze Cs — Glyn
Ford, John Millard, Steve Reed and Graham
Baily. Steve and Graham also achieved their
five hours. Silver distances went to Mark
Howell, Keith Beggin, Gerald Waldock, and
Lyn Everritt and Silver height to Mark,
Graham, Gerald and Liz Duffin. Strong
waves boosted John Sorrell and lan Edwards
to Gold height. Well done everybody.

The latest member to the club fleet, a K-8,
is proving very popular and has been used for
many Bronze and Silver badges, We also have
an A40 retrieve car supplied by Lyn Everritt.

We were pleased to welcome members of
the British Team squad on May 10 for Com-
petition Kitty and even more pleased when
Ivor Shattock won the weekend. During the
barbecue arranged for Kitty, Norman Evans
was rewarded for all his many years' service
to the club, including his time as Chairman.

Lecture/natter nights during the winter
were well attended and our thanks to those
who worked to make them a success. Evening
flying is now underway as a replacement.
Hopefully we will soon be on mains water.

P.A.C.

STAFFORDSHIRE (Morridge)

We started flying passengers mid-week during
May. This helps junior instructors to gain
experience, gives us good publicity and PR,
attracts new members, increases utilisation of
club equipment and raises additional money
for club improvements.

On Whit Monday, Peter Joules converted
to the K-8, Our club course week which fol-
lowed Whit was a great success. The 20
members who attended flew a total of 30hrs
during 158 flights and raised £275 in flying
fees. Perfect unstable north-westerly winds
prevailed and Keith Ward and David Thorpe
managed Bronze C legs, Joe Sharples and
John Davies went solo and Philip Barnshaw
went cross-country to Ashbourne.

We are taking part in the Staffordshire
Moorlands District Council Sports Week
from June 8-15. Council members will be vis-
iting the site, we will arrange air experience
flights and will provide a display for a stand at
their exhibition,

In line with a number of other clubs, we will
be running a dawn 1o dusk flying weekend on
June 21-22 with a barbeque on the Saturday
evening.

EE.

SURREY & HANTS (Lasham Airfield)

The good start Lo the season has crumbled a
bit with lots of blue sky or 8/8 strato-cumulus
spoiling soaring prospects much of the time.

However one or two days have produced
excellent results, notably May 9. Four club
gliders gave their pilots 300km goals to
Devizes and Northampton. Andy Ginever
and Lionel Sole in Astirs, John Davies (Mos-
quito) and John Bell (Kestrel) made May 9 the
most cross-country Diamond grabbing that's
ever been done in our club gliders in one day.

Ken Stewart, deputy CFI, completed his
300km and Julian West his 508km distance,
the first 500km badge flight this year. Alan
Purnell of course did a 600km triangle to Usk
and Lincoln as he did on April 21 to beyond
Doncaster! Roy Pentecost turned back on
that April day just short of S00km.

May 19 was also excellent with cumulus
base to BOOOft in places but an approaching
front resulted in some very long retrieves,
George Metcalfe nearly making it back round-
ing Sherborne and Shrewsbury. April 19
brought wave to Lasham with 12 000ft avail-
able with patience, easily contacted from
thermals all over the local cross-country area.

The advanced courses have produced such
an intense interest in Silver C flights that we
are considering changing trailer tyres that are
wearing out rather than rotting in the sun.
Club gliders had flown 10 400km from a site
total of 32 000km by May 31. A little more
reliable thermal activity will turn a good sea-
son into a super one.

[ @ I

SWINDON (South Marston)

Soaring started in February and by the end of
May we had achieved far more cross-country
kilometres than the same period last year,
Phil Gaisford leads the ladder with Norman
Parry second, Norman having had a remark-
able wave climb of 12 000ft earlier in the sea-
son. Cross-country pilots have had to pass a
written test on air law and navigation, set by
CFIl. John Baxter, before being let off the
leash.

The Blanik, which replaced the T-49, isn't
yel as popular as the K-13 but spends a lot of
time in the hands of Steve Nash and others
giving passenger flights. The Astir and

S COOK VARIOMETER
60MM DIAL LOGARITHMIC SCALE
Blackbushe Airport, Camberley, Surrey WENSLEY COMPASS
(ON A30 TRUNK ROAD 45 MINS. FROM LONDON) ._
Special Courses for Glider Pilots to obtain
Private Pilot's Licence
Silver C Conversion Courses
J Normal Courses for Private Pilot's Licence
Night Flying - Instrument Flying - R/T - Aerobatics
Flying Instrucior Caurses
C.AA. Appraved Courses 35 hours
Licensed Bar, Diners Club Credit Cords occepted
Borclaycards and Access accepled
J. HARDY INSTRUMENTS LTD.
CFl Lourie Adlington  YATELEY 873747 (Management) 872152 (Operations) HONEYSUCKLE COTTAGE, WENSLEY
MATLOCK, DERBYSHIRE
Tel: DARLEY DALE 062983 2652
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Skylark 4 have joined the K-8 but the Skylark
needs a new trailer before it can fulfil its
proper cross-country role.

Local real ale has rgplaced the fizz served
in the clubhouse and in addition Angie Higgs
and the girls now provide food most
weekends.

John Chapman has gone solo and Bob
Locke completed his Bronze C. We have a
passenger flying weekend on June 21-22, a
task week starting June 28 and a Competition
Kitty weekend on July 19-21, with the annual
barbecue arranged for July 19,

J.M.B.

ULSTER (Bellarena)

The start of this, our 50th anniversary season,
was considerably delayed by a lengthy refurb-
ishing of our tug, The only club member able
to raise a smile during the long grounding,
when we missed some delightful spring
weather, was our Chairman, Gordon Mackie,
who was able to flout his independence of
such things as tugs with his new PIK-20E,
which logged our first flying of the year.

Despite his self-launching abilities, how-
ever, Gordon wheeled on to the site in May a
twin-drum he has generously built to give us a
useful stand-by for fresh westerly, ridge wind,
days.

Other pilots kept their hands in by flying
with the Dublin Club or on abortive wave
forays to Aboyne, where Bob Rodwell flew
the Deeside Club's K-6€ for a Grampian TV
programme to be networked nationwide in
July, Later, Alan Sands took the PIK-20p
Diamond hunting in Germany.

Both SHK syndicates have moved up mar-
ket, the McKelvie/Wallace/Weston trio
beginning the season with very intensive use
of their new Yugoslav-built DG-100 Elan,
which Laurence McKelvie took to more than
11 000ft on its first flight from our site; while
Messrs Craig, Farrell and Snow towed home
from Schleicher a new ASW-20. As I write,
Iwo members are about to depart for Bavaria
to bring back yet another K-6CR.

Almost unbelievably, we still have not
sorted out the problems with Building Control
{sic) which have so far prevented us making
any move towards erecting the hangar for
which we obtained planning permission in
February 1979, If the entire nation suffered
the kind of bureaucracy we have encoun-
tered, we'd all still be living in caves.

R.R.R.

VINTAGE NEWS

The Vintage Glider Club held its annual din-
ner on May 25 at Lewes when cups were
awarded to Ken Fripp for his restoration of a
Hutter H I7A and to Derek Godfrey for
almost completing a 300km triangle in his 1943
Weihe. He managed 274km.

This season good flights have been made by
16 year-old Andrew Humphreys (Grunau
Baby) and Geoff Moore (Mu 13D-3) for
Silver distance. GeofT has now completed his
Silver C on vintage gliders and Andrew aims
to do the same in the Grunau.

There are 60 entries for the Eighth Interna-
tional Vintage Rally at Sutton Bank from July
26-August 3, but because of limited facilities
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and airspace over the site, the entry has to be
restricted to 50.

An informal vintage meeting is being held at
Lasham during the week before the rally for
foreign members wishing to spend two weeks
in England and for those who couldn't be
accepted for the Interational Rally. The
organiser is Colin Street of **Badger Lodge’’,
Redlands Lane, Ewshott, Fammham, Surrey
GUIO 5AS.

C.W,

WELLAND SOARING GROUP (Careby)

We had an early and enthusiastic start to the
season and have several new members. Dave
Gittens and Ray Hall gained their Bronze Cs
and Ernie Clayton successfully completed the
instructors' course at Husbands Bosworth in
June.

Our grateful thanks to Horace Bryant for
his years as Group Treasurer. His job has
been taken by Phil West.

R.J.H.

WOLDS (Pocklington)

The club expedition to Portmoak in April was
a great success with five Diamond and six
Gold height claims and several Silver and
Bronze legs. Chris Reeves and Brian McFad-
den completed their Silver Cs. We now hope
1o have an expedition to a wave site each
year,

Our first task week was held recently and
won by Eddie Room and John Durman in the
Cobra. A battle between Bob Fox and Bill
Young and crews in the two K-7s ended with
only 9km between them, all good practice for
Bill who will be taking a K-7 to Competition
Enterprise again this year.

The Northern League weekend at Pock-
lington was a disappointment weatherwise
and we hope Competition Kitty has better
luck.

The evening visits are again going well, and
with another task week in July and several
Pocklington gliders entering the Northern and
Eastern Regionals it looks like being a busy
summer,

H.N.

WYCOMBE AIR PARK (Booker)

Although not quite up to 1976 standard, this
year continues apace here with achievements
like Dave Watt's Diploma distance and

SUPPLIERS TO THE
AIRCRAFT INDUSTRY

manufoctured in Min. of

Windcones -
Defence Hypolon, olso
Cambric

All Moational & Advertsing Flags ond
Banners.

Canvas covers for oll requirements
Drogues made from easy to clean
PVC Nylan

nylon ond

PIGGOTT BROTHERS & CO. LIMITED
Stanford Rivers, Ongar, Essex CM5 9P)
Tel 0277 363262

1| L

Booker on a good day — not a glider in sight!
Photo: Ed White.

300km record claim and the lead Chris Rollings
has on the trail to the Arctic Lite 300km cash
prize. On the other hand, our PIK 20 has been
written-off in a landing accident; we are hop-
ing to replace it with an ASW-20 but that
won't put the accident record straight.

All the tug pilots have been getting checked
out in the loaned Wilga; this aircrafl really
increases the launch rate which is especially
helpful on the evening courses when we have
already had many first solos and a few Bronze
Cs. Our K-21 is proving very popular, both
for basic training and cross-country work.

The Thames Valley Club, which looks after
the non-British Airways people, has recently
become a registered company.

SERVICE
NEWS

ANGLIA (RAF Wattisham)

E.W.

After a disastrous start to the season with a
mid air collision between the T-21 and K-8
which caused only minor damage and no
casualties, things have now started to pick up
with a completed Silver C by *'Piggy’’ Ham-
mond and 500kms by Jack “*Elmer’ Webb
and **‘Mouse™ Ackroyd. “*Mouse" unfortu-
nately missed his claim by the 1% rule.

Our fleet has been increased by the arrival
of a K-4 and "'Mouse's"" Torva Sprite. Hope-
fully our Blanik will be here very soon.

We welcome our new Chairman, Mike
Parkin, who takes over from Dick Morris. As
a farewell gesture we decorated the bar and
held a party, but as we forgot to tell Dick he
was the only one who didn't come.

S.P,

BANNERDOWN (RAFGSA)

Congratulations to all Bannerdown members
on their performances in the Inter-Service
Regionals but especially to Tony Clarke, our
CFI, on coming second in the Standard
Class.

Bronze legs have recently been completed
by Keith Woodcock, Andy Stenton, Derek
Finley, Sue Williams and Willie Mclvor. Paul
Breslin and Mel Dawson have their A certifi-
cates.

Welcome to Mick Topham who has joined
us recently while on a course nearby. By the
time this is in print our new bus winch will be
operating, giving us even better launches.

E.A.C.H.
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BICESTER (RAFGSA)

Early May saw a strong Bicester conlingent at
the Inter-Service Regionals. The 14 aircraft
with 15 pilots flew a total of over 12 000km
during the competition and achieved some
good results. Ken Hartley led the Open Class
for some days and finally finished a very close
second; Pam Newall won a day in the Stan-
dard and finished 4th followed by Dave
Caunt, 5th; Dino Dean and Paul Bolton came
2nd and 3rd in the Sports and Mick Alexander
4th in the Club.

X

Lucy Caunt, who went solo on her 16th birthday,

The good conditions have encouraged
many others to do some cross-country flying
and Mike Osborne completed a 307km
Diamond goal flight. Members and visitors
have collectively claimed seven durations,
three Silver heights and three Silver dis-
tances. Congratulations to Mick Alford, John
Edwards and Angie Waul who completed
their Silver Cs and to Derek Durling for
height and duration. We also have several
new solo pilots including Lucy Caunt who
joined the select band of those flying solo ona
16th birthday and rapidly converted to the
K-8. Perhaps it will not be too many years
before she has designs on father's Kestrel,
one of two new syndicate aircraft arriving dur-
ing May. The other is a DG-100 replacing the
Oly 419.

J.W.

CRANWELL (RAFGSA)

Congratulations to Chris Terry who won the
Club Class in the Inter-Service Regionals.
Chris wasn't allowed to enter last year as he
had too little experience!

Our Chairman, Grp Capt Whittingham, has
gone solo and progressed to the K-8, as well
as Angie Tapson, our CFl's wife. We have
achieved a crop of Bronze Cs and Silver legs,
many in gliders from our vintage fleet to
which has been added a syndicate Eagle.

When our CFI took over he set an annual
target of 5000 launches and 2500km. These
targets have already been achieved. Our new
tug has completed 60hrs towing and is a great
assel, Ken Dodd, John Harrison and Dave
Almey are back with instructor ratings and
Dave is now a senior inspector. His accurate
and professional workmanship is much
appreciated. Three new assistant Cats have
joined us and we have helped oul the
RAFGSA by exporting three of our full Cats,
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Mike Throssel, Martin Durham and Paul
Steinal.

The Gull IV is flying again after being
recovered and repainted and to the horror of
this syndicate member has sprouted a pink
nose!

G.A.B.

EAST MIDLAND (RAF Wittering)

The comings and goings of club members
have been loo numerous to mention individu-
ally, but the vagaries of Service life do mean
that we have a constant crop of pupils.
Among the recent achievements are first
solos for Bob O'Hara and Lyn Parker, a
Bronze C for Paul McLean and duration
flights for John Norman and Steve Carler to
complete their Silver Cs. Congratulations
also to Steve and Mick Topham on success-
fully completing an instructors' course,

Club members have also been introduced,
or in some cases re-introduced, to the joys of
flying a K-4, as il is temporarily our only
two-seater. We lost the SF-26 at Easter as it
was re-allocated to Preseli GC. Our best
wishes go with iL.

IL.M.G.

FENLAND (RAF Marham)

The bus chassis conversion 1o a winch is
progressing under the control of Brian Mack,
who has also found time to modify another of
the tractors.

Neil McCarry, Dave Smith, Andy Hill and
Geoff Short have gone solo, and there has
been a crop of Bronze and Silver legs. Tony
Povey and Ken Reeves have completed their
Silver Cs. In the Inter-Service Regionals, Stu
Lawrence came third in the Club Class and
Ben Benoist won the Standard Class in the
Twin Astir,

Instructors continue to be posted. Latest to
go is Phil Morgan and we also say goodbye to
Chris Jacobs.

M.J.M.

FOUR COUNTIES (RAF Syerston)

Congratulations to Trev Gorely for winning
the Inter-Services Regionals’ Sport Class and
to John Taylor, Dickie Feakes, Roger Clemo,
John Marriott and Ginge Fearon on being
highly placed.

A good wave day produced a site record of
14 400ft by Chey Chin and gave Ben Beniston

TOW ATRAILER
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his Gold C with a Gold height. Notable
cross-countries include a 300km for Hamish
Brown, a 270km for Chey Chin and a 280km
for Tim Bralesford.

The Whit soaring week was a disaster, the
bright spol being Harry Orme's Tandem
Falke, which members made full use of, and a
Sport Vega which members flew and enjoyed.
Hopefully we will have better weather for our
August task week.

New aircraft on site are an ASW-20,
ASW-19, K-6g and Nimbus 2. Finally we say
hello to our new Chairman and full Cat, John
Delafield.

G.P.S.

FULMAR (RAF Kinloss)

We welcome “*Griff”" Griffiths from Anglia,
Chris Jacobs from Fenland and Oscar Const-
able back after a tour in Germany.

The sea breeze has been kind to us, allow-
ing more soaring than normal for late spring.
We congratulate Pete Stratton, Mark Bonth-
ron and Al Thomson on completing Silver Cs
by flying their distances, the latter two from
Bicester.

Congratulations also to Ron Jackson for
coming second in the Club Class at the
Inter-Service Regionals, Dave Stewart for his
first Bronze leg and lan Campbell and Carl
Surgey for going solo.

It is with regret that we announce the
departure of Pip Barley for Binbrook. We
thank him for the work he has done over the
past few years, including his clubhouse enter-
tainment.

Cl.

KESTREL (RAF Odiham)

The fine spring weather has seen an increase
in our flying achievements and our ab-initio
membership. Solo standard has been reached
by Pete Stone, "Slim" Whiteman, Wendy
Shortly and lan Booth. New Bronze C pilots
are Ray Farrell, Trevor Stacey, Derek
Anderson, Terry Egglington and Dave East.
Mike St Jean has started on the Silver trail,
whilst Warwick Creighton, Nigel Ridd and
Dave Lancaster have completed theirs. First
Gold of the season goes w Andy Ginever
who completed a 300km triangle.
Unfortunately we have ‘lost four of our
“older’" members, all instructors, Paul Mul-
hern is posted to Coningsby, Mike Pobjoy a
little further afield to Australia, having joined
the Australian Army, Don Carey has *‘turned
professional’ and moved to Bickmarsh whilst
Pete Andrews is posted to Aberdeen, sans
Grunau.
P.W.A.

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL (Lee-on-Solent)

The Easter course task week proved to be a
resounding success with most of the ab-initio
pilots going solo and the more advanced gain-
ing Bronze and Silver legs. The task pilots
clocked up an impressive number of cross-
country kilometres and successful field land-
ings, Our thanks to the generous help given
by club members. It was rounded off with a
very well attended social evening.

QOur new tug is proving its worth and with
the Astir is justifying our investment in new
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equipment, Work on the Astir trailer is pro-
gressing well,

There have been a few more Committee
changes with Mike Draper replacing John
Limb as Treasurer and Pete Sharp relieving
Simon Owens as Secretary. ''Nobby'* Clarke
has also left the Committee. Our thanks to
John, Simon and “Nobby™ for all their
efforts.

There have been many achievements since
Easter and our congratulations 1o those who
have gone solo, flown cross-country and
gained Bronze and Silver legs,

Finally on a humorous note, an excited
passenger on a local train reported having
seen a dead pilot lying beside his crashed air-
crafl near the railway track. On invesligation
it turned out to be Colin Barnes enjoying the
sunshine whilst waiting for a retrieve.

H.C.

PRESELI (RAF Brawdy)

QOur fleet has now grown to a K-4, K-7, SF-26
and an L Spatz. The gliding conditions also
improved and a number of notable flights
were made. These included a 50km plus via
Milford Haven and St Davids by deputy CFI,
“Polly" Parrott, in the L Spatz, several flying
visits to the West Wales GC by CFI, Grant
Guest, and Steve Burnell in the SF-26 and a
site height record of 6000ft by Grant.

Pilol training has progressed well with first
solos by Ben Bennett and Pete Kearney who
also gained Bronze legs later in the month.
Other Bronze legs were by Barry Holding (2)
and Lew Tyler. For good measure the OC
Ops, Dennis Willison, also went solo mutter-
ing something about a Lightning on Friday
and a K-4 on Sunday.

J.K.S.

TWO RIVERS (RAF Laarbruch)

Rob McCarthy. Paul Jackson, Tim Allen and
Chris Lansley have gone solo, Colin Hale and
Phil Shambrook have their Silver Cs, Andy.
Powell has Silver height. Sarah Bailey and
Jayne Lee their Silver distance and Vince

Il you're an experienced glider pilot and
you're looking for a good base to fly
from on your halidays, Coventry Gliding
Club is the place for you,

Situated just outside Husbands Bosworth,
it is within easy flying reach of many
other Clubs, Aero-tow launching ensures
that any machine with reasonable pene-
tration can enjoy long distance or local
soaring in our almost ideal conditions.
Club facilities include Licensed Bar,first
class accommodation, easy access from
motorways and good company.

We also extend an equally warm wel-
come to the not so experienced,

For details ring:
Market Harborough 880429 or 880521
orwrite to: COVENTRY GLIDING CLUB

Husbands Bosworth Airfield,
Husbands Bosworth, Leics.
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Mallon completed a 300km for Gold distance
and Diamond goal,

We took part in the RAFGSA expedition
to Sisteron in March/April and had some
exhilarating flying. Trev Buckley and Pete
Burns gained Silver height and duration on
the Gache and Pete climbed to 14 300ft amsl
for Gold height which was also gained by
Martin Everetl.

Prior to the BFG Gliding Comps at
Detmold, Mike Lee and Vince Mallon had
useful experience at Asperden flying in their
Comps. At the Detmold Comps, TRGC led
the way yet again with Bryan Harvey nar-
rowly beating Mick Lee in the Open Class
and Jerry Neild winning the Club Class, plus
the award for the best RAFG pilot.

Finally, a sad farewell to Leigh and Marilyn
Hood and we wish them all the best in the
UK. We owe a lot to Leigh for his patient
coaching.

J.R.N.

WREKIN (RAF Cosford)

Our thanks to our retiring CF1, Dave Cottle,
for all his hard work and guidance over the
years. We welcome Shag Haggar as our new
boss. Mick Davis received the AOC's com-
mendation for landing our Astir in one piece
when the ailerons jammed in flight, thus
enabling us to determine the cause.

Bic Smith has completed his Bronze and
Les Cadogan and Rhod Evans their Silver Cs.
Dave Wakefield was the second solo pilot of
the year and Al Stacey made a dramatic con-
version to our Astir. We are looking forward
to our longest day on June 21 (and the party
afterwards) and hope to crack 200 launches.

We were deeply shocked to hear of the
deaths of Gina Nowland and Colin Moore.
Our condolences go to their families.

IR,

WYVERN (RAF Upavon)

The perseverance of our winter gliding mem-
bers has paid off. Qur congratulations go to
Sue Hawkins and Steve Best on going solo;
Steve almost gained his first Bronze leg on his
second solo flight. Steve Moss (our schizo-
phrenic hang glider freak) has achieved his first
half hour while Angie Pears has gained both,
Adrian Matyear, Colin Arch and John Haw-
kins gained their Bronze Cs, the latter two
moving on quickly to gain Silver Cs. Adrian,
Barry Perks and Ray Hornbuckle have all
flown 50km, with Phil Wood getting Silver
height.

Our membership stands at about 110 with a
recent influx of very welcome ab-initio pilots.
We now have a retrieve wagon and a double-
decker limousine for our airfield control,
mobile lecture/briefing room, restaurant and
rest room, Thanks to Colin Arch the bus has
its own internal LAWN-Launch Audio Warn-
ing Noise. A further retrieve wagon is on its
way!

The most obvious effects of the AGM in
early February are the slight increase in
launch fees 1o 50p, the appearance of myriad
multi-coloured charts from our new Secret-
ary, Sue Hawkins, and a face lift for the club-
house thanks to Merve and Pat, Pete and
Helga Cook and our new entertainments
member Arthur Pears.

Goon of the month award had a few candi-
dates; Ray Hornbuckle for his Netheravon
landing, John Hawkins for his 15min duration
flight to Huish or even Brian Hemstock for
his crochet work with the cables during a
retrieve. The winner was Colin Hornbuckle
who landed after 4hrs 50min on his duration
believing he had flown an extra hour.

After six months on the ground under the
ever watchful eye of Gerry Sturgess, our air-
craft member, our second K-13 (472) has
returned in pristine condition. In even more
sparkling condition is Gerry and Ken Mack-
ley's rebuilt K-6E (one from two).

J.H.

MITY LINKS

The new stainless weak link as described
in the April/May issue. Complete with three
buffer discs and TWO pairs of staples
(please state whether 800 or 1100lb
required).

1t0 8 £6.36 each plus VAT
10to 35 £5.72 each plus VAT
36 up £4.77 each plus VAT

Carriage paid UK

John Astiey and Sons Ltd
Gosford Street, Coventry CV1 5DJ
0203-20771

The new Airtour hard cover
Glider Pilot's Logbook is
now available at £3.74
including VAT, by personal
visit or mail order.

Also we have a full range
of glider and power pilot's
accessories.

AIRTOUR
INTERNATIONAL

ELSTREE AERODROME
ELSTREE, HERTFORDSHIRE
Telephone: 01 953 4870

Please send all contributions to 281 Queen
Edith’s Way, Cambridge CB1 4NH
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GLIDERS THAT GO "CLONK" IN FLIGHT

Dear Editor,

At the last BGA Technical Committee
some concern was expressed that several
persons appear to have abandoned other-
wise airworthy gliders, the most recent
one, with fatal consequences! Whereas we
cannot hope to understand all the factors
that may have initiated these decisions, it
may be worth mentioning that disturbing
influences may be generated by:

a. Involuntary undercarriage lowering.

b. "Buzz” from flaps and flying control
components.

c. Severe vibration from speed-brake
caps, which may be amplitied like
machine-gun fire if part of a metal airframe.

d. “Clonks"”, creaks and groans from
the natural responses of the various com-
ponents of the airframe in relationship to
one another.

None of these “‘distractions” necessarily
render the glider untenable and, therefore,
should be assessed in non-airworthiness
terms before leaping overboard! To avoid
any possibility of initiating classic control
or structural flutter of catastrophic capabil-
ity, only aeronautically iliiterate fools will
exceed the type certificated limitations.

R. B. STRATTON, BGA Chiel Technical
Officer.

IS FLYING WORTHWHILE?

Dear Editor,

Although | was in agreement with Bob
Rodwell's expression of concern over the
failure of qualily assurance procedures at
Slingsby's sub-contractors, | feel that he
has asked the wrong question. (See the last
issue, "Those Vega Wings", p96.) Since |
can purchase a car, motorcycle, boat, cav-
ing ladder and climbing rope without legal
certification of their suitability, why must
an aircraft be treated differently? Perhaps
itis not aircraft, but that human activity cal-
led “'flying" that attracts such unigue legis-
lation, since we are all well aware that
these restrictions extend to aviation fuel
and airspace but not to other fuels or
spaces.

The questions we need to ask, therefore,
are "Why does flying need special regula-
tions?"' and "Is it worthwhile?"

It the answers to these questions justify
special procedures isn't it likely that similar
treatment would be appropriate to the
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other products that | have mentioned? (it's
more likely that we should arrive atl some
typically silly compromise — no C of A until
your glider is three years old!)

CHARLES ELUIS, Iiford, Essex.

(See the April issue, p96 for Bob Rodwell's letter
and Roger Bull's reply.)

AEROTOW ROPES

Dear Editor,

Is there any way of getting the BGA
Executive Committee to go on a moun-
taineering course with weak links in the
safety ropes?

TED WARNER, Cambridge.

GLIDER INSURANCE

Dear Editor,

| read Mr. B. G. Jervis's arlicle in the last
issue on glider insurance (p120) with great
interest. We are all concerned about the
rapidly rising rate of glider insurance. In
spite of the grim accident rate for 1979
which merited two articles in that issue, |
suspect that the majority of glider owners
never have accidents.

In the motor insurance industry it seems
that there has been a marked tendency in
recent years to increase the no claims
bonus and to load premiums for high risk
cases.

Fifteen per cent no claims bonus appears
to be the maximum obtainable on glider
insurance, yet | have 66% on my car. Mr.
Jervis does not deal with no claims bon-
uses in his article — perhaps he would care
to comment on the reasons why they are
not being increased for glider insurance? It
does rather seem to be a case where the
sins of the few are penalising the many.
SHEILA CORBETT, Leigh-on-Sea, Essex.

Mr. Jervis replies: Sheila Corbett has
raised a point which few people outside
insurance grasp. Claims are paid by insur-
ers from their nett premiums, fe, the pre-
miums remaining after all returns and
deductions have been made and these, of
course, Include No Claims Bonuses.
(NCBs). Therefore, if NCBs were to go up,
then premiums would also go up so as to
leave insurers with the same nett premiums
out of which to pay claims.

Gross Nett

Premium Premium
£200 NCB 15% £170
£500 NCB 66% £170

I, during the period when bonuses were
being increased, premium rates were also
increased, the effect of both increases on
the premiums would be dramatic, because
aviation bonuses are not operated in the
same way as they are in motor insurance.
The aviation bonus is paid as a return on
last year's premium, and NOT as a deduc-
tion from this year's premium. High bon-
uses have only two effects, one is to act as
a hidden policy excess, and the other is 1o
help to maintain continuity between the
insured and the insurer. In addition, it is my
experience that most insured look for a low
first cost, /e, they select the policy with the

lowest initial premium. They do not work
out which quotation will prove ultimately to
be the most economical. | would also like
to mention that most of my policies have
NCBs amounting to 20 or 25%.

Finally, let me assure Sheila Corbett that,
so far as | am concerned, those insureds
who have claims face considerably larger
premium increases at renewal than those
who do not make any claim.

CONSIDERATION IN THERMALS

Dear Editor,

| wholeheartedly endorse Charles Ellis's
plea for more consideration in thermals
(see 'Manners in Thermals' letter in the
last issue, p150), but, like Bill Scull, doubt
whether more rules will help — especially
one which seeks to pin blame after the
event.

Recently | was enjoying a thermal at Did-
cot during a solitary cross-country. There
were others in the thermal well above and
well below me. All were circling to the left.
Suddenly as many as 8-10 gliders entered
the thermal at my height and turned the
other way in circles which overlapped
mine. | had to take evasive action to avoid
what would have been more than one colli-
sion and had little choice but to reverse my
circle, as did the pair originally below me
when they later caught up this ill-mannered
gaggle.

From their competition numbers and
voices | recognised several seasoned com-
petition pilots and instructors, in what
turned out to be Competition Kitty. Didn’t
they see any of us or don't they bother
about the one recognised rule of behaviour
in thermals? Is this the sort of “lesson”
they were passing on to the next genera-
tion of pilots?

I am afraid that Bill Scull is being a little
complacent in taking comfort from the fact
that there have been only a small number
of collisions. Anybody familiar with the
details of any of them knows just how close
the escapes from death have been. | cannot
help feeling that attitudes to this question
would be rather different It these lives had
not been spared so providentially.

JANE RANDLE, Cassington, Oxford.

FIELD LANDINGS

Dear Editor,

The timely articles in the last issue on
field landings by John Morris (p115) and
John Williamson (p117) emphasise Size,
Slope and Surface but nowhere is there
any mention of Wind. Except in mountain-
ous country, this is normally the dominant
consideration. Its omission from the check-
list confirms my impression that the
experienced glider pilot is instinctively
aware of the wind direction throughout the
flight. Selecting a field with adequate
into-wind dimensions therefore comes
naturally to him. On the other hand, the not
so experienced pilot may be well advised to
ask himself positively if he really knows
where the wind is, particularly if there are
cu-nims or sea breeze effects about.
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Another vital check Is for obstructions on
the approach or in the field. In this respect,
power lines can be the macabre joker in the
pack. They may be difficult to see through
sunglasses if the light is poor so il's “'sun-
glasses off"' for me prior to landing out.

Where sloping fields are concerned, the
gradients of interest to airline pilots are
hardly relevant to the glide approach
brigade but appreciable downslopes are
assuredly to be avoided like the plague.
With a gentle upslope, perhaps the main
thing to remember is the need for a little
extra speed on the approach — carefully
monitored, of course — because of the
greater angular round-out required.

Whatever happened 1o sideslipping?
Perhaps the pot-pitot has something to do
with its near demise. The apparent reduc-
tion in airspeed as the slip develops is
clearly very worrying to some, particularly
if they've recently absorbed the essential
modern doctrine of speed-control. In con-
sequence, the art of maintaining a control-
led sideslip may never be learned and an
exceedingly useful approach control aid
remains unacquired. Even a little ''side-
ways flying", with trivial bank, markedly
increases the sink rate of a slippery glider.
Perhaps a training technique can be
developed to increase competence and
confidence in this invaluable manoeuvre.
DAVID EVANS, Cambridge.

John Williamson replies: David Evans is
quite right in that wind strength and direc-
tion will modify the effective size and shape
of a prospective field and are dominant fac-
tors in making a choice. The article refer-
red lo was not intended to be a full and
definitive guide to field landings. It was
more a catalogue of errors made last year
and, interestingly, a wrong assessment of
wind did not contribute. | particularly like
the point he makes about sunglasses and
heartily endorse it.

SPORT VEGA PERFORMANCE

Dear Editor,

| am interested to see that the designers
of theSport Vega confidently estimate the
best glide as over 38:1 (see S&G, June,
p112). Schleicher claim 385:1 for the
ASW-19 and 36:1 for the fixed wheel
ASW-19 Club, so Slingsby's have obviously
made a breakthrough. Could Roger Bull
tell us what it is?

| hear that a comparison was made from
a high tow between the Sport Vega and an
Astir Jeans, and that they were closely simi-
lar. Was there something wrong with the
Vega that day?

The Sport Vega is clearly a very nice
glider, entirely suitable for the job it is sold
to do; we have one on order at Lasham for
Surrey & Hants. | am prepared to believe
35:1.

BILL DEAN, Midhurst, Sussex.

Roger Bull, Sales Manager, Aircraft Divi-
sion, of Slingsby Engineering Lid, replies:
The breakthrough seems to me to lie not
only in the design of the Sport Vega, but
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also in simple arithmetic. The figures
quoted in Bill Dean's letter show a differ-
ence between retractable and fixed gear
versions of the ASW-19 of 22 glide angle
points. Similarly the Sport Vega is a fixed
gear version of the Vega — (the presence
or absence of flaps is immaterial to this
discussion since best glide angle is
achieved at or near neutral flap setting).
Since the Vega has a best glide angle of 41
(at the Sport Vega's wing loading), a similar
deduction of 22 glide angle points for a
fixed wheel gives a glide angle of 38:5. |
hasten to add that the above is not the way
we calculated the performance in the first
place. | suppose, however, it is really no
good frying to argue these matters logi-
cally, since it is quite obvious that the real
fault Bill finds with the Sport Vega is that
the native tongue of its manufacturers is
English and not German!

BRAKES AND HOOKS

Dear Editor,

Readers of Derek Piggott's article about
the Sport Vega and who have not yet
experienced the pleasures of properly
designed trailing edge brakes would be
delighted by their combination of powerful
speed limiting, smooth drag modulation
with exceptionally precise control of glide
path angle and speed, significant reduction
in roundout and touchdown speeds, and
completely safe operation near the ground.
It is good to give credit where it is due, and
so | am sure Derek will not mind my point-
ing oul that Sport Vega is a long way from
being the first glider to have such brakes
free from rapid sink or stall out when
opened near the ground in the hold off —
as he has forgotten that he flew the first
glider to possess all these desirable
characteristics ten years ago. This was the
BG-100 prototype, followed by the BG-135
production version. Its designers still take
pride in having been first to show how it
should be done.

Derek also refers to the commonly held
belief that lack of a nose aerotow hook may
give unsatisfactory towing. During the last
war, theoretical research Into tow hook
location for troop carrying gliders showed
that the optimum place is below and a little
forward of the C of G. In other words, the
hook location on Sport Vega and a great
many other gliders is correct. A nose hook

introduces an unstable yawing oscillation
mode, though it is not very severe and is
probably lost within the general mayhem of
an aerotow launch. The only advantages of
a nose hook are 1o help to keep the glider
straight while on the ground and to reduce
the rope snatch pitch up problem, and
neither need be necessary on a modern
sporling glider.

JOHN GIBSON, Lytham St. Annes, Lancs.

COMPETITION AND FIELD LANDINGS

Dear Editor,

The earliest gliding competitions were
held when gliders were little better than
aerial toboggans, and pilots would com-
pete to see who could climb the highest,
and whao could stay airborne the longest. It
was not long before improved machines
rendered these two skills somewhat mean-
ingless, and the competition progressed 1o
discovering who could fly the furthest dis-
tance from the competition site. The tech-
nique In this case was to climb in thermals
whilst drifting straight downwind as long
as possible — and if the pilot was adven-
turous and skilled, perhaps a course a few
degrees either side of this could be
achieved. The limited capabilities of the
gliders of that time suited this style of
event, since they were light, slow flying and
landed easily in small fields.

The realisation that we were outgrowing
the “'distance’’ concept dawned with the
advent of the Skylark 3, which had an
embarrassing habit of reaching the coast
on free distance contest days, and it
became apparent that in suitable weather
these new "laminar flow' machines were
actually capable of making useful progress
upwind. There was now the prospect of
closed circuit flying, giving both com-
petitors and retrieve crews the chance of a
reasonable night's sleep, and the reliability
of the retrieve equipment and the stamina
of their crews would no longer play gquite
so crucial a role in the competitions.

Today our gliders are far superior in per-
formance to Skylarks (and much more
expensive). How often do | hear this kind of
remark in the club bar: *'| started up the
second leg of the course, but the weather
clamped down, so | came home."” Thanks
to today's technology, this is what we can
often do — or failing that, we can divertto a
friendly gliding club or small aerodrome,

AMF ENTERPRISES
(ANGUS FLEMING)

FOR TOWING STABILITY

AVAILABLE FROM STOCK
JACKING BELLY TROLLEY

Very Lightweight
BALLOON TYRES
INBUILT PUMP

TOP QUALITY METAL GLIDER TRAILERS FOR
THE DISCERNING OWNER — WELL KNOWN

POPULAR GLIDER FITTINGS

FUSELAGE MOUNTED TAILPLANE
SOLAR BATTERY CHARGER (Roof Panel)
'WINGFIL' WATER BALLAST PUMP (3 g.p.m.)
VERY STABLE COLLAPSIBLE TRIPOD TRESTLE
AND NOW OUR LATEST DEVELOPMENT
WATER BALLAST TROLLEY (o your capacity)

TOW BEHIND THE CAR
STOW IN THE TRA]LER) LAMBOURN, BERKSHIRE

EXAMPLE
NIMBUS 2
. COMPLETE
p | FITTINGS

YOU'VE TRIED THE REST
NOW GET THE BEST!

MEMBURY AIRFIELD

Lambourn (0488) 72224
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rather than land in a field. This seems the
sensible thing to do, but it is not encour-
aged in competition flying.

It is a common experience for the com-
petition pilot to have to decide whether to
land at a nice little airstrip/gliding site a
few hundred feet below, or to press on into
the unknown for a few more distance
marks. For a farmer living near a gliding
club, there is no excitement in having a
glider land on his property, and even if no
damage has been done and he is kindly
disposed towards the irespasser, you can
be sure that he would rather the landing
had been made elsewhere.

For the pilot too, the novelty of landing in
fields wears off very quickly. For me, they
consist roughly of 20% anxiety and 80%
boredom. The relief from anxiety of not
having encountered some hidden hazard in
the strange landing field changes rapidly to
boredom — which lasts until the retrieve
crew becomes overdue, when anxiety takes
over again — this time about their safety,

Today's gliding competitions consist
mainly of races round prescribed courses,
and if the task has been reasonably tailored
to the weather, then those who don't com-
plete the course collect very few marks.
However, the “distance” concept in the
scoring system obliges these non-finishers
to stretch their glide angles and nerves to
land in fields chosen from altitudes as low
as they dare. This, to my mind is rather like
entering brand new Rolls-Royces in a
Motor Cross competition.

Why should this be necessary? Is gliding
out to the very last field some kind of test of
courage to be rewarded? | don't think it
should be, bul since our scoring system
encourages this practice, then it must fol-
low that we are encouraging increased
danger to expensive gliders, everyone’s
insurance premiums and our relations with
the farmers.

In an attempt to steer us away from these
dangerous and obsolete ‘'‘distance’’
inducements, | would like to make some
proposals, and perhaps get some reaction
to them:

Proposal 1. On a race day, every com-
petitor who flies beyond 2X but fails to
complete the course gets the same score.
{Under this ruling, the inducement to finish
the course would still exist, but not to
stretch his glide.)
Proposal 2. (If Proposal 1 is too sweep-
ing). Divide the course into sections, the
dividing lines between these sections
being marked by approved safe landing
areas. For example, if there are four gliding
clubs spaced roughly along the course,
these would divide the total distance into
five sections, each section worth a propor-
tion of the total distance mark. Landing at
any of the clubs would credit the pilot with
having landed in the section beyond it.
(This would mean that a pilot finding him-
self committed to land, say, just beyond
one of the aforementioned clubs can turn
back and land there without losing dis-
tance marks.)
Proposal 3. A distance points bonus to be
given to pilots who land at designated safe
areas (or if preferred, a penalty inflicted on
those who don't). (This could be a rather
complicated system if one wishes to take
wind strength and glider performance rat-
ing into account, but a simple rule could be
say, 15km bonus for Open Class, 13 for 15
Metre and 10km bonus for Standard Class.)
Field landings will never be completely
eliminated, but a scoring system incor-
porating one of the above proposals could
reduce the number of them considerably.
Let us bring our thinking in competition
gliding up to date with our equipment.
MIKE FAIRMAN, Welwyn Garden City,
Herts.

THOSE WERE THE DAYS

Dear Editor,

Ron Riley was pampered! (see February
issue, p186). | don't think ground slides had
been invented when | started with the
Imperial College Club at Dunstable in 1933
because it was ''stick in the middle" from
the first launch. | was strapped onto this

big white bird (Dagling) and then with sud-
den bumping and a wild rushing followed
Icarus 201t up into the sky. What ecstasy! |
frankly disbelieved bystanders who said
that | had been up all of 5 or 6ft.

Perhaps because of the absence of
ground slides, instructors were wont to
carry some bent nails in their pockets.
These were useful as weak links to connect
to the top of the king-post the wires hold-
ing up the wings. In an impact landing the
nails sheared and the wingtips fell onto the
ground. New nails were then inserted and
with an inspection and a good shake of the
wings, flying was resumed with minimal
delay!

LAWRENCE ROBERTSON, Southampton.

MORE ON GLIDING IN THE USA

Dear Editor,

Following on from Steve Bicknell's letter
in the April issue, p97 about gliding in
Texas, it was partly the success of his trip
and partly frustration with British weather
(two conseculive poor summers and
miserable winters) that made me go to
Florida for a fortnight last month. | went to
the Sebring Soaring Centre, run by Derek
Johnson who used to be CFl of Three
Counties Aero Club at Blackbushe and a
member at Lasham. Every day was soar-
able with several of the days being as good
as the best of the summer days we have
here — in the ten days | flew, | totalled
38hrs and could easily have done a lot
more.

A word of warning about the American
gliding scene — most of the clubs are
commercially run and | understand that
many are ultra-conservative in their
approach, using machines which by Euro-
pean standards are woefully out of date. |
landed at one such club in a K-6¢ca and the
people there were amazed at such a sleek
machine! Also, it seems that many of the
clubs do not allow cross-countries. so
before going to any American club it is
advisable to make sure what gliders they

[
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AVAILABLE FROM THE SOLE UK AGENTS

SPEEDSOARING

9 Shaw Close, Bicester, Oxon
08692 42691 or 084421 4132

Sales and service

REF ELECTRONICS, High Wycombe 049481 4483

SOAR INTO THE EIGHTIES WITH QUALITY AVIONICS FROM WALTER DITTEL

Top European pilots have used DITTEL equipment for years and i1 has an unbeatable
reputation for ruggedness and reliability. Now this comprehensive range of equipment,
especially designed for sailplanes, motor gliders, balloons, powered aircraft and ground

stations, is available to the English pilot.
COM FSG40S

720 Channeils

COMMON FEATURES —
* 2 watts output
* Low power consumption
#* Intercom facility for 2 seaters

Both these transceivers incorporate sophisticated circuitry to prevent overload from nearby
powerful transmitters, reject electrical interference and optimise talk power however the
mike is used. A large range of accessories includes headsets, mikes, speakers, aerials, hand

portable carry cases and intercom sets.

All equipment carries a full two year parts and labour guarantee and there is full UK spares

and service backup.

* Meels latest CAA specifications

TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED

COM FSG18

Up to 12 Channels
anywhere on the
aircraft band

Weight approx 1kg
Small size
Very simple to install

* &

204

SAILPLANE & GLIDING



have and what they will and will not allow
you to do. Fortunately Derek Johnson is
very cross-country minded and encourages
people to take his PIK 200 cross-country as
soon as they are able to.

As for Florida itself, the gliding season
runs from September to April — from May
to August conditions get too good with
over-convection and massive cu-nims.
April is the best month apparently, but all
the other months from September onwards
are good or very good. For a winter holiday
with virtually as much soaring as you could
want, Florida must be hard to beat, particu-
larly at the present time with the pound
strong relative to the dollar,

V. J. CHAMBERS, Relgate, Surrey.
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sent to Cheiron Press Ltd, 7 Amersham Hill,
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FOR SALE

BADGES, made lo your own individual design in any
quantity from 20 upwards. Reasonable prices and good
delivery. 5. A. Cory & Company Ltd, Glengarrif, Co. Cork,
Eire. Postage & Packing free. Tel Glengarritf 159.

CANOPY REPAIRS OR FETTLING
VENT REPAIRS OR MODS
Call 061 973 3086
But watch this space

for Canopy Doctor's new address
and phone no.

OLYMPIA 28. Syndicale owned, excellent condition, Cus-
fom buill trailer, parachute. good panel. £25000n0. Laun-
ceston 2110 or Bodmin B50647,

COBRA 15. Excellent condition. Full set instruments,
{railer. £8000 Tel Burton on Trent (0283) 702235.

(LA SAFE
a4  TOWING

ALL D-B TOWING BRACKETS, STABILISERS,
ACCESSORIES, are backed by 50yrs’ exparience of
trailers and towing equipmant.
GLIDER PICKETS
Terragrip ground anchors complete with webbing
for holding glider wing tips and tails level and sec-
ure. Kils also available for caravans.
B. DIXON-BATE LTD.
Dept SG2 Chester CH3 SNA. Tel 24034

KESTREL 19, one owner from new, never broken or syn-
dicated, full panel, large rudder, wing tip and tail dollies
with tow bar. Speedwell metal trailer with twin axles,
undersealed. Excellent fittings include |acking belly trol-
ley. An exceplional aircraft with all mods. and renewed C
of A. £11 250. Roy Cross 0256 65878 or D256 75277.

BOCIAN 1E 1967. |deal training
and soaring club aircraft in excel-
lent condition. Complete with
trailer. Seen at Husbands Bos-
worth. £4900. Contact P. Walker.
Tel Leicester 775789

PIK 20B. Past Nationals winner. Good performance and
handling, excellent approach control. Accurately profiled
wings. Instruments, including Cambridge variometer,
parachute, various spares. View Nympsfield. £8750. Ron
Sandford. Shrewlon (0980) 820454 (evenings) or al
Nympsfield (weekends).

PETERBOROUGH SAILPLANES \|
Tel Peterborough (0733) 264585

C'sof A Repairs in all materials
Resprays At sensible prices |
FOR SALE: Grunau 3

} Offers?

Bergfalke 2

EMIGRATION forces sale of our SF-26. Built by Scheibe
in 1964 the machine is in oulstanding condition. The
handling is safe and well co-ordinated with very effective
brakes. Good panel with 3 varios etc. Parachute, fibre-
glass protecled trailer. Appearance similar to K-8 but
with performance of 32:1, £3900, Tel 0704 840476,

OLYMPIA 2B. Attractive outfit,
built 1959, Dart type canopy,
recently rebuilt closed trailer with
4 wheel chassis. Offers around
£2100.

Skylark 2B
Fauvette

£25500n0
£36000no

All with good closed trailers and
instruments and new C of As.
Sailplane Repairwork Undertaken
BOB McLEAN
241 Bawtry Road, Bessacarr,
Doncaster
Tel 0302 55861

ACCOMMODATION

FOR SALE

LIBELLE. Quarter share. Based at Booker. Tel
Wheathampstead (058283) 3294,

BLANIK for sale; good condition with comprehensive
instruments, radios and parachutes. Price. including
metal trailer £6500 or bid. May be viewed at Enstone in
Oxtordshire. Tel E. Giles, Worcester 28948 or P. Moss,
Swindon 782470.

FOR SALE

Schleicher K-6CR Rhdnsegler

After overhaul. 460 launches, 202
flight hours.
Equipment: Standard instruments,

turn and bank, radio Dittel FSG 6/63,
Oxygen installation, trailer with all
weather cover.

Pllatus B-4-PCll
After building 1669 launches, 543 flight
hours.
Equipment: Standard instruments,
radio Dittel FSG 15, trailer with all
weather cover.

Prices to be agreed

GLIDING-CLUB TEXEL
Schilderend 102, Den Burg
Netherlands

Teleprinter 57593 dryv nl.

PIRAT. Low hours. G of A till November. Full inslruments.
£35000n0. Tel 01 680 7700 (day) Clive Watson.

SHK — 1, buill 1965, privately owned. never damaged,
1300hrs, glide ratio 38.5:1, lor sale with basic instruments
and open trailer for £4900 anly. Willy Ottosen, Platanvej 1,
8600 Silkeborg, Denmark

PILATUS BA. Comp No, 678 Third share based Dishforth
complete with traiter, full instruments and parachute,
recent C of A. Contact R. Whitham. Tel Knottingley 83421,
Exi 84

ASTIR Standard 367. March 79 89 hours ane pilot (now
PiKled), TM6. Cambridge and PZL varios, Ferranti Mk6
horizon, Bahh. Lifting belly trolley, super fitted trailer. No
repairs. £11000, Mike Astley, Astleys Lid, Coventry 20771,

DART 17R. Good condition. Full pangl — less wireless. No
barograph or parachute. Wooden trailer. Needs attention.
Current C of A. £4000. 0284-3640

PIK 20E self-aunching sailplane. Syndicate disbanding,
hence complete outfil available immediately. Tel
0242-35399. ;

FOR SALE Fuess 8000M barograph. £65. Tel (0404) 2390,

GLIDER TUGS
Bellancas, Citabrias and Scout
AVAILABLE NOW
Contact: Hendon Air Services,
Southend Municipal Airport,
Southend (0702) 5448

(or)
B. A, Jesty, Preston (Dorset)
(0305) 833176 (evenings and weekends)

GLIDING IN SCOTLAND!

Bed/Breakfast 12 miles north of
Junction 5 M 90, 5 mins from Scottish
Gliding Union Portmoak: Mrs G.
Wilson, Gairney View, Hatchbank,
Kinross (0577) 62553

RICARDO AVIONICS

for
Glider and Vehicle Radios
Pye Bantam £115
Westminster £135
Cambridge £95

All Overhauled and Guaranteed
One Year. Fitted 130.1 & 130.4

Home Office and NATS Approved

Contact:
Dickie Feakes 0949 20918

August/September 1980
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ASTIR 77. Low hours. Walerballast. As new. Full panel
incl horizon, electric vario, radio, Dolphin, Fitted
aluminium trailer. C of A May 81. Offers. Swindon 30541
day, 27685 evenings.

BLANIK. C of A 1981. 2 sets of basic instruments. Good
condition. £6000ono. Contact Pam Davis, Herriard 329
(home) or Derek Davis Herriard 322 (office).

PIK 208 Low hours. Complete outfit inciuding trailer, Full
years C of A. £11500. Offers welcome. Tel Thirsk 22223,

KESTREL 19. With large rudder. Maintained throughout
by Southdown Aero Services. Owned by one syndicale
since new. Superb offer at £9750 including trailer and
oxygen. Any or all instruments available. Ring Chris
Simpson (0533) 548070 (office), (0533) 674173 (home) or
Pete Osborn (0533) 786201 {office], (053-758) 582 (home)
or Barry Atkinson 01-379-7474 (office), 01-607-0391
(home).

OLYMPIA 401 (the only one, 1859) Laminar flow, glide
angle 1:30. Basic instruments, barograph, parachute. G of
A lo July 1981. £42000n0. Canvas covered lrailer (adequ-
ate but requiring some work) available. Based Ringmer,
Tel Nicholson Bexhill 215957 (evenings)

PHOEBUS 17C. Competition winner, This actual aircraft
featured in Jane's World Sailplanes. 42:1 Glide, a quality
glass glider far cheaper than most. Low hours, 2-man
syndicate, bul one emigrating so mus! sell. Fully
instr d. radio etc. Ri Cowderoy, Fleel 5319 or
lan Grant 6021.

ONE THIRD SHARE JANTAR 2. 20.5m £3950 Al Booker.
Bohli, ASH 360, past national winner. Marlow 4035 or
Great Missenden 2491,

KOMET TRAILERS available. Fully fitted. Easy economi-
cal towing with good visibility, Easy rigging and de-
rigging. Nine Four Awiation Ltd, Marlow 4035 or Great
Missenden 2491,

SKYLARK 3B. Trailer. parachute, full panel, radio, one
man reg. C of A till March '80. £3300. Tel Forrest. Reading
867171 (work). Mortimer 332620 (home).

WOODEN 15M glider trailer £300. McElfish parachute
£100. TM6 radio €170. Air apparalus oxygen reg-
ulator/mask £50. Beverley (0482) BB5T42.

17 METRE KESTREL. Low hours — Instrumented. Based
Dunstable. Bargain price for quick delivery £8450on0. R,
F. Pollard, 2 Farm Close, Harpenden, Herls, Tel Harpen-
den 4367,

BLANIK with tull Instruments front and rear. Low hours.
Probably the best equipped and cared for Blanik, with

KESTREL 19
Full competition instrument
panel. Aircraft and trailer have

always been kept under cover.
£9500.
Tel 0845 77711

NIMBUS 2B. Late model, All mod con inc Bohli, radio,
oxygen, chute, baro, Cambridge Mk II, Horizon, double
battery set-up, Non spill Jelly type. Metal trailer new, tow-
ing dolly, wingtip dolly, water tanks. Offers around
€16 800. E. J. Mason, 63 Victoria Rd South, Southsea,

ive trim inside. Currently flying. Complete with
tailormade fibreglass trailer., Offers around E7500. Tel
0582 61906 (day) 0525 221494 (evenings).

KESTREL 19. Extended rudder, full instruments inciuding
oxygen, radio, glass fibre trailer in good condition, easy
2-man rig. C of A till Feb 1981. €11 000ono. Zealley, Tel
Hitchin 2427.

CANOPIES

A range of sizes and shapes
from K.13 down to Oly 2

Direct maker
Bob Reece REMATIC

Lowesmoor Wharf, Worcester
Tel 0905 25812

SKYLARK 2B. Good condition. Extra winch launch otfur
aft of standard — an approved mod. Basic instruments. T
& S Long C of A Good closed trailer. £2850 or offers,
Borders (Milfield) Gliding Club Limited. 0665 602397 day-
time, 0665 73 327 evenings.

SUPERB M-1008 outfit. Easy rigging, full panel, audio,
radio, wooden trailer. £37000on0. View Kirlon — Lindsey,
or ring Hemswell 368.

MOTOR-FALKE SLINGSBY T-81. Good condition, profes-
sionally maintained. C of A to March 1982 £5500 inc VAT
ono. Bill Dean, Herriard 270 or Midhurs! 4285.

FALKE ENGINE Pieper-Stark Stamo MS 1500/1. Over-
hauled, zero-hour, £2500 inc VAT ono. Also some airframe
and engine spares. Bill Dean, Herriard 270 or Midhurst
4285.

VEGA — based at Nympsfield. Fully equipped, perfect
condition, new trailer. Third share for £4250. Norman Har-
ris, Evesham 840315

SKYLARK 2B. Excellent condition, normal panel, radio
and barograph. Good frailer and fittings. View Marshalls.
£25000n0. Tel North Weald 2688 (evenings).

MINI NIMBUS £12950. Complete with Merfin metal trailer.
Full set of instruments, two Bonnenshein 12 voll gel cells
and chargers. Faclory paint scheme, lail dolly, barograph
mounting and special autoflug haress. Fully sealed,
supérb condition. Available immediately. Richard Aldous,
9 Tierney Courl, Riverside, Marlow. Bucks. Tel (06284)
6848,

DART 15. Well instrumented, oxygen, enclosed trailer,
current C of A. £3450 or nearest offer for quick sale. Con-
tact David Minson, Chard 2237.

KESTREL 19M. Including Instruments, oxygen, Slingsby
GRP frailer and fittings. Only 500nhrs and 200 launches.
One owner since new. No prangs. Available now
£110000no. Tom Docherty. Tel 0382 534341 (business)
0382 79546 (evenings).

SKYLARK 3C. Completely rebuilt by Slingsby in 1970,
Good closed lrailer £3000ono. Tel 0222 492186 or
021-430-6919 (evenings).

HOSQUI"O. perfect, in trailer kepl in hangar. Competi-
tion inst Powerlul Pye radio, Solar panel keeps

Hants. Tel 0705 817144 work, 0705 736078 ing

OLYMPIA 2B. Nice condition, good panel Including
audio/vario, C of A 12 months. Aluminium covered ltrailer
with fittings. £2100. Dinnington 3080 (Sheffield)

IMMACULATE carbon Mini Nimbus ‘C". £12 990, hull only.
Also available ten items of GRP fittings. Davis, Bath. Tel
0225 833459

K-2B. Full instruments, trailer. £2000. K-6CR Full instru-
ments, closed trailer. £3600, K-6CR Full instruments,
trailer. £3300. Doppelraab Vintage (1954). £125. V. Mallon
PSA RAF Laarbruch BFPO 43.

WYCOMBE Gliding School has for sale: Twin Astir, with
tull Instruments. Metal trailer, C of A until October 1980.
£10 750 plus VAT. Tel High Wycombe 29263 or 442501.

Got your JULY COPY of SOARING yet?
why not? Our subscribers received their
copies by June 25th. Getyour copy promptly
and reliably — order or renew your sub.
with us. £16.00 for 12 issues (renewable
any time of year).

Few signed copies of Reichmann's Cross
Country Soaring left £15.00 plus postage
(UK. £1.25: Europe £4.00: Other £5.00).

Convention Proceedings of the 1980
S.5.A. Convention £6.50 plus £1.00 p&p.

FLOW TECHNOLOGY 2000 LTD,
126 WELHAM ROAD, MALTON.
N. Yorks. Tel (0653) 2469

C.RS.M. ., .in a hurry 1o sell or buy a glider? Contact us
and gel fast and up 10 date details plus wide circulation.
NO commission charged. £5.00 registration lee for SEL-
LERS. Telephone for details now. 0653 2469. Ask for Mar-
jorie.

ASTIR CS recently rebuilt, in immaculate condition,
fully instrumented. For details Chiltern Sailplanes
Limited. 0494-445854.

UKand EUROPE
CESSNALEISUREWEAR
TIES (TopQuality Polyester)

UK Euwope
Amobll—-SingleMom Blue, 3.15p 3.55p
Green Gre

.Gold.
rhm— SM Navy, Grean Cheslnu! 2990 335p

S M with Slrlpe Naw .Green. Grey..
S M with Stripes throughout. vayonly
Triple Motit with Stnpes, Navy, Green, ‘3 59p 3. 95p
Grey, Chestnut ..
Special OHer— u-diee!-leadmres— 1.694: 2.10p
Trnacetale . :
iy et g e

avy, merald. Brown, reen,
Denheim

Tee-Shirts— White Red. My Heartsin
Cessna. Guess Who. Just Flewina
Cessna White Blue. I'm Jus! Plane Crazy
Concorde — Ties, Headsquares, Charms and Pendants,
Cufllinks and Tie Tacks ALSOAVAILABLE . logether with
REDARROWS TSR2. SPITFIRE, VANGUAAD and many
otherarcralt Ties.

SENDS.A.E. forpricelistor| R, Coupon.

PRICES Include (PAPAV.A.T ). Allow 2128 days delivery.
Always state 2nd chowce ol colour.

2.99p 3.40p

WHITTLEAVIATIONSALES AND
PROMOTIONS LIMITED
P.0.Box 79, Nottingham NG2 7RS
Tel: (0602 619191)

battery charged. 3rd in Euroglide 77. £13 500. Humphry
Dimock, 26 Beechcroft Road, Gosport, Hants. Tel Gosport
BOO43.

CARBON MINI NIMBUS, perfect, metal trailer, radio, gyra
compass. Competition instruments, many extras. £16 500,
One of these only for sale. Dimock, 26 Beechcroft Road,
Gosport, Hants. Tel Gosport 80043,

ASTIR CS$77. Ya share based at Long Marston Airfield.
Warwickshire. Fuli panel, parachute, barograph, radio,
trailer. £24000n0. Tel 0222 492186 or 021-430-6919 (Even-
ings).

THOMAS PARACHUTE: Irvin canopy, comfortable thin
pack, purchased new from Slingsby 4yrs ago. Excellent
condition — £175. Oxford (0365}850606

PIK 20D — carbon fibre — probably best example —
hardly used TM6 Horizon TAS ball PZL Bohli accelerome-
ter elc. Factory traller, barograph, EB 72. Has flown
triangles of 730km and a 300 @ 99.9km/h. Complete outfit
at £13000 — Booker. Hunter 01-836-6775 (work);
01-402-7821 (home).

PROFESSIONALLY built 15M wooden lrailer. 2 years old.
Stored during winters. All fittings and light complete.
£6750n0. Derek Abbey. Derby 810621 (oMice) 810617
(Homa).

K-13. Privately owned since new by one syndicate. Low
hours, recent C of A and in superb condition. 2 sels of
basic instruments. High quality aluminium Speedwell
Trailer with metal fittings. May be test flown at Camp Hill.
Price £10500. No VAT. Phone either 06234-2810 or
06634-3592 after 7.30 pm.

EAGLE with new canopy. Good condition. C of A £1500.
SWALLOW, Good condition. C of A, £1300. Both litled
basic instruments. Phone Neal, Wimborne B83378.

SKYLARK # with excellent reconditioned metal trailer.
Instruments and parachute. C of A lo April 1981.
i:49000no Can be seen al Booker. Phone Tucker, Great
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JANTAR Standard — Bes! Standard Class. Fully sealed,
full instrumentation, fitted wheel hook for winch launch.
Excellent condition with fitted trailer. Offers around
£10000 or 1/4 shares, based Aston Down. Stroud 2416
Day, Gloucester 68132 Night.

OLYMPIA 28 with Dart canopy. Fully instrumented with
audio/vario, also enclosed trailer and radio. 9 months C of
A, £22500n0. Graham, Stoke on Trent 502197.

K-7 Recent C of A. Large canopy. Instruments. Good
condition, ideal trainer. Excefllent soarer., £3800 Tel
Peacehaven 4900,

FOEHN M200 Serial No 20 manufactured by Carman,
Writa to Association Vol A Voile Du Blanc. B.P. 18 35300
Le Blanc, France,

DART 15. Full instruments, parachute, radio, new fitted
oxygen, trailer, C of A Feb 1881. One owner for 15 years

hieving Gold and Di ds, naver b £37500n0.
Sioddart Durham 670689 [home) Sunderland 57123
{otfice).

JANTAR 19M. VGC. Available October with new C of A.
Currently at Booker. Hull and metal trailer only £10 900
Mike Garrod (0734-785577).

K-13 privately owned from new, excellent aluminium
Irailer, instruments, radio, parachutes. Superb condition.
£10500. Reed, Rugby 813690.

MOSQUITO, competition finished, unpranged, excellent
trailer £12500 (no Instruments). Marlyn Wells, Long
Compton 217.

ALUMINIUM and Timber Trailers. Highest specification,
competitive prices. Fittings ete. Martyn Wells, Whichtord,
Shipston, Warks. Long Camplon 217,

BUILDING your own trailer? Contact me for all your
requirements. Martyn Walls. Whichtord, Shipston, Warks.
Long Compton 217,

JASKOLKA, Low hours. Fully equipped with radio, para-
chute and trailer, all in top condition. £2800. Details and
photo from Doug Carter. Tel Brighton 720265 (day) or
TI0680{Ev/W.E.) Will travel to demonstrate (200m radius)
it required.

J.8.H. Scorpion (See Janes Gliders page 137). Wood ship
with glass performance. Ld 1/38 measured. Complete
with trailer, instruments and parachute. £50000n0. Tel
John Halford Oxford 68265 or Enstone 461,

LS-3. Full competition outfit, includi h
sive miniature panel with Mh '] Speed Cllrector and
Schanz Compass, and Komet trailer. €13 500. Tel 0509
B90469,

PILATUS B4. Excellen! condition. Tinted canopy. Well
instrumented. TM6 radio, C of A to July 81. Metal trailer
£72500n0. Tel W, Prince 028 375 220

KESTREL 19m — large rudder, instruments, fittings,
trailer. Winner Westerns 80. Excellant value at
£105000n0. Also K-2 — new front canopy, finished
blue/white, includes instruments. £2950 ono. Tel Dave
Roberts, Swindon 823846 (oMfice) or Kemble 507.

SKYLARK 3B. Good condition, full panel, parachute,
covered trailer, rigging aids and trolley, C o! A from March
1880. £34000n0. Tel G. Eade, Guildiord 31251 x 252 (day).
D. Henry, Winchesler 64829 (evenings).

SPECHT Tandem strutted two-seater (similar to K-4),
open trailer, Col A no instruments, sprung undercarriage,
excellent condition. £600ono. D. Gardner, Barcombe
(Sussex) 400232 evenings.

BELLANCA CITABRIA 150 hp. 1973. 300 engine hours to
run, Spare prop. Tow hook. 3 year G of A. Dacron cover-
ing. Newly resprayed. V.G.C. £9000 plus VAT. Bryson 0247
51111 or 0846 682580,

TWINASTIR 1978. | Full instr New low
line easyload trailer. Full C of Awith sale. £11 5000n0 plus
VAT. Tel 0232 654366.

STANDARD CIRRUS hull, Water ballast, well maintained,
C of A for year. £7250. Instruments negotiable. Consider
exchange motor glider. 0332-57883.

SKYLARK 4&: full instruments, radio and open trailer. BGA
No. 1744. James Butler, 1 Beaumont Street, Emiay, Hud-
dersfield, Wes!t Yorkshire, Tel 0924 848305 or 271537,

KESTREL 17. Complele with trailer, various instruments.
Privately owned Trom new. £89850, or will part exchange
either way for light aircraft. Mr. G. Haslam, 39 Cherrytree
Road, Blackpool. Tel 64965.

K-6CR ' share on Sutton Bank site. Full instruments,
electric vario, radio, barograph. parachute, new closed
trailer. Tel [0532) 585853.

ASTIR 77. % share. Completely instrumented.
Parachule, barograph and lrailer. Situaled at Lasham,
£3000. Guildford (0483) 61897 (office) 76040 (home).

SKYLARK 4 — Very good condition, recently resprayed.
Complete with instruments, closed trailer and full year C
of A with sale. £4000. Tel (0232) 667928 (daytime).

EXCHANGES
EXCHANGE. Viking Fiberling 14’ 2" berth luxury caravan
with awning worth £1250 for Swallow with trailer. Cash
balance. Ring Passmore Lamphey (Dyfed) 672183 night or
Milford Haven 5924 day.

WANTED

BAROGRAPH, PARACHUTE, RADIO, AUDIO, OXYGEN
elc wanted. Gordon, Shepherd's Bank, Kettleshulme,
Whaley Bridge, Stockporl. Tel Whaley Bridge 2074,

PRE 1954 "SAILPLANE & GLIDER", "GLIDING", or any
early related literatura, Buxion (0298) 871633,

SERVICES

GLIDER RESPRAYS. Cellulose or synthetic, will collect,
competitive prices, for nlmr pilots by glider pilots. Ring
Louth, Lincs (0507) 606995

HANG GLIDING

WELSH HANG GLIDING CENTRE
Flying Club
Residential Courses
Accessories
Colour Brochure from Department S,
New Road, Crickhowell, South Wales. Tel
0873-810019

HANG GLIDING

Professional instruction for 2, 4 or 5 day
novice courses. Intermediate and advanced
Instruction.
SKYSPORTS, Abergavenny, S. Wales
Booking Office:
Bagahol (0276) 73228 for brochura

PUBLICATIONS

“SOARING" — oMicial monthly journal of the Soaring
Society of America. Ediled by Douglas Lamonl. Address:
Box 66071, Los Angeles. Calilornia 80068 USA. Subscrip-
tions: $13.00 outside USA; apply to your posi office for a
form.,

SLOPE SOARING with a radio control model saliplane is
a fascinaling pastime and a typical phase of peromodel-
ling, Read about this and othar asromodelling subjects in
Aeromodeliar and Radio Conlrol Models and Electronics,
the world’s leading magazines published monthly. Mode!
& Allied Publications Lid.. 13-35 Bridge Street. Hemel
Hempslead, Merls.

AUSTRALIAN GLIDING Monthly, publication of the Glid-
ing Federation of Australia. A complete coverage of
Australian soaring and exclusive features of international
inlerest. Subscription: $12.00 Aust or $13.50 US, 10 Box
1650, GPO, Adelaide, South Australia 5001. Money orders
preferred.

NEW ZEALAND: “Gliding Kiwi" official Gliding Magazine
of the NZ Gliding A iation, Printed October and alter-
nate months. Write NZ Gliding Kiwi, Private Bag.
Tauranga, New Zealand. £4.00 Sterling for year's sub-
scription (inclusive of postage).

B GA MAIL ORDER

35p each?

Where else would you get a good quality T-shirt bearing the message GLIDER PILOTS DO IT
QUIETLY for only £2.70? Or even a beany hat with an exclusive glider design on it for only
£1.40? and have you seen the brand new metal car badges with the BGA motif in blue and
white behind a perspex shielding for £4.20? Or have you read ONCE UPON A THERMAL, that
humorous gliding classic by Richard Wolters, available in hardback for £3.90? And what
about the new rear-window stickers proclaiming GLIDER PILOTS STAY UP LONGER for only

Order these items from

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION

SALES DEPT,, FREEPOST, LEICESTER LE1 7ZB

or ask us to send you our complete sales list

Telephone 0533 51051

August/September 1980
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DUXFORD

Winching and Aerotowing
all year, mostly weekends

ABOYNE, ABERDEENSHIRE

BOOK EARLY FOR
WAVE SEASON
SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER

Limited Numbers Accepted

Enquire to:
A. J. MIDDLETON

DEESIDE GLIDING CLUB
ABOYNE, ABERDEENSHIRE

Bristol & Gloucestershire
Gliding Club
Welcomes private owners,
beginners and holiday members at their
unique site in the Cotswolds

Open 7 days per week

April to October - Normally weekends only
in winter, but weekday flying is possible by
prior permission of the Manager,

Tel 0453-860-342
Courses run from April 1o October

For details write to:
The Manager
Bristol & Giloucestershire Gliding Club
Nympsfield, Stonehouse
Glos. GL 10 3TX

Tel: Dinnet (033-985) 339

SHOBDON

Your easily accessible wave site in
superb unspoilt country on the
Welsh borders.

Falke, Blanik, Twin Astir, aerotowing
seven days a week. Easy
to-get-away cross country
possibilities. Good wave set up by
the Welsh mountains. Private
owners and club expeditions
welcome, bul be sure to book.

Courses tailored to your require-
ments. Power and parachuting
available. An excellent area for small
hotels, amiable landladies, self-
catering, historic towns, stately
homes, beautiful walks and choice
pubs.

Please write to the Secretary,
Herefordshire Gliding Club,
Shobdon Airfield, Leominster,

Herefordshire
Telephone: Kingsland (056881) 369

CAMBRIDGE

Aerotowing only, March — November
Holiday Courses: May— August

Despite the exclusive sound of the name, the Cambridge University Gliding Club

is open lo everyone.

Our two sites may seem a uniquely crazy arrangement, but we manage to

fly from both every weekend in the year, weather permitting.

Never been

gliding before, or experienced pilot — we welcome you.

The Secretary
55 Moorfield Road
Duxford

General information from

R. Haddon
54 Brampton Road

Cambridge

Course details from

==
|ONDON GLIDING GLUB

Dunstable Downs, Bedfordshire
Telephone: 0582 63419

Situated at the foot of the Chiltern
hills, and within easy reach of
London and the Midlands by road
{just off the M1). The Club has a
comprehensive fleet of dual and
solo aircraft, reliable launching
equipment including itug aircraft.
This famous site has plentiful
thermals in summer and hill soaring
with favourable winds throughout
the year. Resident instructors,
catering every day (weekends only
in winter), licensed bar, accommo-
dation and other facilities. Visitors
welcome.

Write for Course brochures or

club membership details to the
Manager, or ring 0582 63419.

JOIN US AT
THE MYND
IN 1980

THE HILL SITE
FOR WAVE

Send for full
details now

Midland Gliding Club Ltd

Course Secretary

45 Showshill Close
Churchill North, Redditch, Worcs.

Phone 0527 66859

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




The Cornish Gliding and Flying Club
Trevellas Airfield, Perranporth
Cornwall, Tel, Perranporth 2124

Gliding courses in modern fleet
from May - B.G.A. fully-rated
instructors - fine soaring —
lovely coastal airfield - ideal
for a ditferent family holiday.

Details with pleasure from:

The Course Secretary
Tremearne, Breage, Helston
Cornwall
Tel: Helston 62294

4 or5-day gliding holidays The Best Club Fleet in the Country
The Best instruction in the Country

Ridge Site with winch end aerotow launches.
From£84.00-£155.00. .
{All inclusive of professional instruction, WHERE?
accommodation, meals and VAT,)

Visiting gliders welcome WYCOMBE GLIDING
SCHOOL, BOOKER

Advanced Courses for early solo pilots and
. Bronze 'C’ Pilots. Task weeks for Cross

-4 = Country Pilots. Ab-initio Courses. Early |
k conversion to glass fibre.

If any uf this appeals to you.then call and
Ken' G“DmG ‘I“B sae us, or writa to 1tha Secretary,
Wycombe Gliding School, Wycombe Air
Please ring Challock (023 374) 274 or 307 Park, Booker, High Wycombe, Bucks. or
Or write to The Secretary, Kent Gliding Club Phone High Wycombe 29263
Challock, Nr. Ashford, Kent.

If you want the best in Ghdmg, come to

¥ The UK stop soaring

site

— Flying 364 days a year with 6 tugs and 4

towcars,;
— Free of airspace restrictions;

— The UK B01km record fiown from
Lasham;

— QOver 75,000km flown from here in 1979

¥The UK's best o #The fmest club
training centre amenities

— Elementary and advanced residential Comfortable accommodation, modern
courses 50 weeks a year; clubhouse with 7 day a week canteen and
— Full time professional instructors bgr. first class caravan and camping
always available; site, !
— Four two-seaters (K13's); The Altt?n Spprts pentra is only 4 mlles
d away with swimming, squash, tennis,
— One Super-Falke; badminton, table tennis etc.
— Janus on order

Private owners are welcome, or join Surrey and Hants and fly the Club’s fleet; 1 Kestrel 19, 1 Mosquito, 3 Astir CS's, 1 Sport Vega,
1 K6E, 5 KB's, Trailers for all aircraft, Landrover for retrieves.

DEREK DAVIS, Lasham Gliding Society, Lasham Airfield, Nr. ALTON, Hants.

Tel: Herriard (025 683) 270

SCOTTISH
GLIDING UNION

Portmoak Telephone
Scotlandwell Scotlandwell
by Kinross 543
Scotland

THE WAVE SITE

Excellent Hill, Thermal and
Wave soaring in beautiful surroundings
Full accommodation available with
calering and bar

Flying 7 days per week all year round
Resident Instructor
Aerotow and Motor Falke facilities
Summer Holiday Courses from
April to September
Visitors and visiting aircraft welcome

SOAR YORKSHIRE

® SOAR RIDGE

Twelve miles in suitable conditions

® SOAR THERMALS

Club record is 524km. in 15 metre Standard Class glider

® SOAR WAVE

Club absolute record is 30,200 feet on 16.9.79.
Club record gain is 29,500 feet on 16.6.76

Visit us and stay in our fully licensed residential clubhouse. This |s ideally
situated on the South West corner of the North Yorkshire National Park in
superb surroundings with views of up to 50 miles. Full catering available in
season. Self catering at other times.

Courses— April to October Visitors always welcome

We shall be delighted to see you

YORKSHIRE GLIDING CLUB

SUTTON BANK, THIRSK
Tel: 08456 (Sutton) 237




FOR MORE DETAILS
CONTACT R. JONES

at YO e 2B s
SOUTHERN SAILPLANES
MEMBURY AIRFIELD
LAMBOURN
BERKS |
TEL (0488) 71774 —_—
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DESIGNER + DRl -ING KLAUS HOUGHAUS

MANUFACTURER - SCHENPP-HIRTH GMBN U CO KG - J31@ KIRCHHEIM / TECH

TECHMICAL DATA
wt NG SPAN 15,00 m MAXIMUM AR SFEED .
: | AREA 9,51 m* AT ALL WEATHER CONDITIONS 250 kmih
| ASBECT RATIO 23,70 WING LOADING H-45 hgim®
gL FUSELAGE:  LENGTH S35 m (656 m) MAX, WATER BALLAST 150 Ay
WIDIH 054 m (062 m) PERFORMANCE AT WS BAE  kgim®
| | HEIGHT 075 m (083 m) STALL SPEED GA/8(  dmsh
= WEIGKTS:  EMPTY WEIGHT 215 kg (220 4g) MINIMLUM  SIA 05708 m/ir
| MAX PAYIGAD H5 kg (120 kg) MAX LD 43.57%4
| MAX. WEIGHT 430 kg
o] g * DIFFERENT TECHNICAL DATA FOR "Wortus 6" I ()




