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The{l are all insured with Mowbray Vale.

Now you might suppose that being so jolly knowledgeable about
insuring gliders, those Mowbray Vo?e people wouldnt have time for
anything else. Not so, they also insure cars, houses, and of course,
the things inside houses, and just about everything else.

So if you happen to be thinking of insuring your car, or your house,
or the ’rhin%s inside your house (including you!), why not talk to
someone who knows about all of these things?

Ring Carol Taylor on

Thirsk (0845) 23018 — 24hr. Ansaphone Service

Or write fo:

MOWBRAY VALE INSURANCE
8 Castlegate, Thirsk, North Yorkshire YO7 THL. Telex 587470

Represented at Lloyds
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Pilots do it
with Props!

ALIFETIME !
OF GLIDING!

CONVERT

TO POWER

The measure of your time in free
space is reckoned in terms of
distances and flying hours, but how
well-preserved is the data — the
facts and flgures
Yours is an experience
worth preserving.

Now you can obtain a gliding log-
book which takes the sport and
gourself seriously. Professionally

und and stitched with space for
all entries. A rugged 350 page log-
book with a waterproof cover, yet
one that sits handsomely on your
bookcase.

DELUXE LOGBOOK LARGE
ENOUGH TO CONTAIN DETAILS
OF YOUR ENTIRE LIFETIME OF
GLIDING FOR THE SPECIAL PRICE
OF £14 INCLUDING SURFACE

POSTAGE. ADD £4.50 for S.A.L.

B or more: 10% discount and postage paid.
Send your cheque or money order to:

LOGBOOKS INTERNATIONAL
P.0. Box 132, Doubleview,
Western Australia 6018.

Full refund ol purchase price and postage
guaranteed if not completely satisfied!

Camberley, Surrey

(ON A30 TRUNK ROAD
45 MINS FROM LONDON)

Blackbushe Airport

Special Courses for Glider Pilots
to obtain Private Pilot's Licence

Our Silver ‘'C’ offer includes:-

i
il
i
i
il
fi
il
|
il
|
l
FREE membership of The London § i
School of Flying for one year. ] Bronze C and Silver C Conversion
15 hours of ground school [ Courses
l Nomnal Courses for P.P.L.
l Night = ILM.C. — F{J_'TI— Aerobatic
and Simulator Training
= Flying Instructor Courses
|
|
Il
I
i
Il
il
i
i

C.A.A, Approved Courses 38 hours

Barclaycards and Access accepted

Diners Club Credit Cards accepted
Licensed Bar

3 hours of dual General Handling
3 hours solo General Handling

4 hours Dual Instrument Flying

2 hours Dual Navigation

The PPL Flight Test

Available at:
LSF
ELSTREE AERODROME 01-953 4343/4

BHSF
BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT 09594 73583

THREE COUNTIES

AERO CLUB

DENHAM AERODROME 0895 833327 e

‘Phone us now!

FROM ROLLADEN SCHNEIDER W FROM DITTEL W
- i HANDHELD
me LS-4 ﬂ VHF AIRBAND
* PROVEN THE BEST IN THE * TRANSCEIVER

WORLD

FSG5

1 WATT TRANSMITTER

* 12v NICAD BATTERY
FOR 8-12 HOUR OPERATION

* TOUGH ALUMINIUM CASE
== * ONLY £582.50 + vAT

FSG 50 G PANEL MOUNT

* FIRST 6 PLACES AT HOBBS
* 13 OF FIRST 15 WERE LS4s

¥ Lse

* The new IS/17M Flapped
sailplane with the latest performance

*  Deliveries commence Spring 84
*x 5 WATT — 720 channel Glider radio

* Complete with all accessories
at £525.00 + VAT

For information on Rolladen-Schneider Sailplanes
and Dittel radios, contact the Sole UK Agents —

SPEEDSOARING 6 LASHLAKE RD, THAME,

084421 4132 or 08692 42691
240 SAILPLANE & GLIDING

OXON

24 HOUR ANSWERING SERVICE




Panel space is priceless-
we help you save some

The VHF transceiver VHF distress frequency 121:5 MHz
Becker Ar 3201 combines permanently stored.
small size with
: Prepared for frequency range
Analy high peﬂf)rmantffz. < extension to 137 MHz.
e Seoe ) Included: Intercom, panel lighting.
5-7 Watts output power. Options:

Display of outside air temperature,

Reduced power consumption, | :
display of battery voltage.

approx. 70 mA.

Autamatic battﬂgﬁg}?ﬁg For further information contact
3 Mike Dawson 01-897 6446
Automatic self-test.

Four programmable channels,
non volatile memory.

'} [Fieldtech}

Huming||  Heathrow

Fieldtech Heathrow Limited

Huntavia House 420 Bath Road
Longford Middlesex UB7 OLL England
Telex: 23734 FLDTEC G
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SAILPLANE/GLIDER/AIRCRAFT
INSURANCE

TRY THE SPECIALISTS

J. A. Harrison (Brokers) Ltd.

SECURITY HOUSE
160-161 BROMSGROVE STREET
BIRMINGHAM B5 6NY

RATES ARE REDUCED BY
QUALIFICATION

SPECIAL SCHEME FOR
EXPERIENCED PILOTS

Telephone: 021-692-1245
Telex: 335142

RD Aviation Ltd

Export orders free of 15% UK VAT
All our prices include VAT

SAILPLANE & ENG.
SERVICES LTD.

C'sof A
REPAIRS TO GLASS-FIBRE,
STEEL TUBE & WOODEN A/C
LOTS OF K-13 & SWALLOW SPARES
WRITE OR PHONE:

KEN BLAKE BUXTON 4365

SAILPLANE & ENG. SERVICES LTD.
HOLMFIELD RD., BUXTON, DERBYS.

xi’:'].‘:, ‘\?1 g'eon'zou \Sailplane sSerw'ces

¢ {_l,__, ‘_.‘

Need a fully equipped, top performance Glider for

Wave flying expeditions
Competitions

Task weeks

or just doing your own thing?

then write to us NOW for a quotation:

HORIZON SAILPLANE SERVICES
56 HIGH STREET, WINSLOW, BUCKINGHAM MK18 3HB

Delivery at cost
VARIOMETER Model VAS
RICO > (ilustrated) £437.74

featuring: Vario, averager,
netto, up/down audio,
adjustable quiet band, vari-
able damping, speed director

Model VA £256.45
as VAS but without speed
director and netto. Can be
upgraded to VAS later, if

All in one box but additional

meters can be driven by the desired.
main unit.
Model VACS £556.60
as for VAS but with electronic
total energy — no probe
needed.
Model VW711 £239.20

WESTERBOER

: Vario, up/down audio, scale
change, capacity flask with
heat sink. (Each unit will
drive 2 meters if desired —
ie 2-seaters).

Sensor box

(without meter)  £195.50
The audio will work without
a meter and can be connected
to a capacity flask already in

- ; glider.

CAMBRIDGE — Detalls on request.

OXYGEN
Portable 630 litre system with regulator fitted
to head of bottle. Designed to fit gliders such
as ASW20 and Pegasus. Supplied complete
with economiser mask.

RADIOS
For reliability — Avionic Dittel — The entire
range is stocked.

Plus: refurbished PYE WESTMINSTER supplied
with 3 frequencies.

POWER SUPPLY
Gell Cell pack in box with vo!tm“e_te{! Al

fuse, etc. 12v 8Ah
T o=

Gell Cells — YUASA
Gell Cell automatic chargers v
Panel mounted miniature voltmeters

£196.65

£159.85

£79.35

£17.80
£23.00
£13.80

Brochures, advice and price lists from:

John Delafield Dickie Feakes
Cotswold House 23 Orchard Way
Mill Street Offord D’Arcy
ISLIP Huntingdon

Oxford OX5 2SY
Tel: Kidlington (08675) 2357

Cambridgeshire PE18 9RE
Tel: Huntingdon (0480) 811931
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SOUTHDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD

AGENTS FOR ALL CAMBRIDGE VARIOMETERS
AND EQUIPMENT

Manufacturers of the all glass-fibre micro-light

PIPISTRELLE

Ring Herriard (025 683) 359 or write to us at
Lasham Airfield, Alton, Hants, GU34 5SR for details

SZD-50 PUCHACZ s Lt ]

Two seat all fibreglass training glider

\

COMEAND FLYOUR .

DEMONSTRATORS s i St | ‘
- YT R 8 . B\

GLIDERS PZL-WILGA MAY BE BOUGHT, HIRED OR LEASED

MOTOR GLIDERS =

LIGHT AIRCRAFT : ; .

AGRICULTURAL A/C OGAR i as 12 doptatuts hsstorrimens o

HELICOPTERS Demonstrator at Booker NOW

ENGINES I P I h S I | L d
INSTRUMENTS - :
B s Anglo-Polish Sa planes Lta.
_ (0494) 40911 (evenings and weekends 0628-39690)
Wycombe Air Park - Booker - Marlow - Bucks 24 hour answering service Telex: 848314 CHACOM G
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CANOPIES

A range of moulds to suit most
gliders

All made from 3 mm Perspex
Optically good

All at £140.00
except K-13 which is £198.00

Fitting charge if needed —
£60.00

BOB REECE

Rematic, School House, Norton
Nr Worcester

Tel: Worcester (0905) 821334

FOURNIER RF10
MOTOR GLIDER

— IN PRODUCTION BY AEROSTRUC-
TURE S.A.

— FIRST DELIVERIES EARLY 1984

— FRENCH GLIDING CENTRES
ORDER 35

— CERTIFIED TO J.AR. 22

— SUCCESSFUL DEBUT AT
CRANFIELD SHOW

— DEMONSTRATOR IN U.K. EARLY
1984

Sole U.K. Agent

SOARING EQUIPMENT LTD
193 RUSSELL RD, BIRMINGHAM B13 8RR
Tel 021-449-1121 Telex 335176

THE AVIATION BOOKSHOP
HAS
THOUSANDS OF BOOKS
THOUSANDS OF MAGAZINES

in many languages — as well as

THOUSANDS OF PHOTOGRAPHS
Allon Aviation: WW1, WW2, Civil, Military, Engineering,
Aero Modelling, Navigation, Pilotage, Helicopters,

Meteorology etc.
Call in — or send £1 for large catalogue

THE AVIATION BOOKSHOP
656 Holloway Road, London N19 3PD
Tel: 01-272 3630 Access and Visa welcomed

WINTER BAROGRAPHS

MAIN STOCKISTS

THERMAL EQUIPMENT
LIMITED

Lasham Airfield, Alton, Hampshire
Telephone Herriard 359 or 0256-83 359

Large stocks of Winter variometers and airspeed indi-,
cators, altimeters, turn-and-slip indicators, etc. Send SAE
for lists.

The Air Apparatus & Valve A.LR. 24 series oxygen equipment for gliders,
comprising a control head and 680-litre oxygen cylinder, is now available for self
installation. With all the in-flight oxygen controls situated in the one position, this control
head has been developed from the Company's highly successful Domiciliary oxygen unit to .
Drug Tariff Specification 01B.

The 680-litre cylinder is of British manufacture in aluminium to H.O.A.L. 4
specification and is supplied valved and charged to 2000 p.s.i.

The company also supplies portable oxygen equipment based on 230- and 680-litre
cylinders, and face masks complete with valves and economiser bags.

In the unlikely event of servicing being required, the company operates a 24-hour
turn-"round postal system.

NOW AVAILABLE — SLIMLINE 630 CYLINDERS 1

¥ OXYGEN EQUIPMENT

AIR APPARATUS & VALVE LTD
Oakfield Works, Branksome Hill Road, College Town,
Camberley, Surrey Tel: Camberley 35073/35486 V
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FINANCE

for
Gliders and Motorgliders

* UP TO 10 YEAR TERMS AVAILABLE
— ADVANCES EXCEEDING £5,000

* COMPETITIVE TERMS ON NEW AND
USED AIRCRAFT

Telephone or write for written credit
details to Darryl Plumridge or Paul
Potgieter, who are both pilots

Commercial Credit Services Ltd
Capital House

1 Houndwell Place
Southampton

SO1 1HU

Telephone: 0703 333822
Telex: 477333 UNKSTN G

COMMERCIAL CREDIT

@©
il

IRVIN

Also available
The IRVIN EB62
and EB73

@ All-up weight 6.9kg

® IRVIN lightweight
1.24 Canopy

® Contoured, 3-pin
side opening pack:
Length 560mm
Width 360mm
Depth between
65mm x 80mm

@ 3-point quickly
adjustable harness

EB75

LOW-PROFILE PARACHUTE

@ Full packing and servicing instructions

@ Suitable for Aircralt, Gliders and Helicopters

For full details write to:

Sales Department, IRVIN Great Britain Limited, LETCHWORTH,
Herts. SG6 1EU

Tel Letchworth (046 26) 6262 Telex: 82198

MANAGING AGENT

INSURANCE

MAY WE TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH
ALL MEMBERS OF THE B.G.A.
BEST WISHES FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON

WYATT INTERNATIONAL LTD.

Boundary House, 7/17 Jewry Street
London EC3N ZHP

Telephone: 01-481 4772/4742 Telex: LONDON 886572 & 883039

Registered Office: 19 Cursitor Street, London EC4A ILT. Incorporated 20th May, 1982. Registered in London 1637001.
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TOM’S CHANNEL CROSSING

TOM DOCHERTY describes his 666km cross Channel flight from Lasham
to the south of Paris in his Nimbus 2C on August 3. It has been his ambition
for years to fly from Portmoak to the Continent, but that’s for another season!

The forecast at Lasham for Wednesday,
August 3 promised good conditions for a
longish flight although poorer conditions
would affect that area north of North-
ampton. Alan Purnell was busy prepar-
ing for a 600km triangle but found time
to discuss conditions and the anticipated
cloudbase which by his quick, and as I
found out later, accurate calculation
would be of the order of 4000ft. Not
surprisingly my thoughts turned to that
elusive prospect. A higher cloudbase
would be a distinct advantage for the
Channel crossing. It made good sense to
extend the track to Dover by going
northwards round the London TMA.
With the clag forecast at Northampton I
declared Cambridge Airport which if
achieved would take me conveniently on
to the track previously followed in
attempts from Portmoak.

I was in line for a launch about
10.30am with Alan Purnell and Chris
Lovell already airborne and reporting
weak but soarable conditions. The tug
pilot was briefed and everything looked
rosy. Too good to be true. Then fol-
lowed two abortive launches. Well I
never, that hadn’t ever happened before!

Low level smoke

Third time lucky, but to my dismay I was
being launched by a different tug pilot. It
is rarely very good when you don't get
what you want! I was losing out on the
launch height of 2000ft with nothing in
sight locally, so I burnt my boats, pres-
sed on northwards and ended up using
some low level smoke, — what a start!
Fortunately I scrambled out of that hole
fairly quickly and was soon climbing
back to launch height.

I skirted Booker and Dunstable both
eagerly launching their morning queues.
Conditions were firming up very nicely
by now and 1 was anticipating seeing

Tom waiting 1o be launched.

RAF Henlow which was hosting the
Inter-Services Regionals. Startline chat-
ter was remarkably different from the
Lasham brand but equally noisy. A
quick flick of the switch silenced all that
and left me to concentrate on the much
more welcome sound of the Cambridge
vario. I passed Henlow which lay slightly
south of my track and then through Big-
gleswade and Bassingbourn. Running
quickly into the TP at Cambridge, this
was to prove the best part of the entire
flight — what a pity the pleasure of
rounding a TP is so often marred with a
photographic fumble.

Now tracking 150° towards Chelms-
ford conditions were not holding up just
so well. I crossed the estuaries slightly
farther east than my previous flight to
Challock and benefited immensely in
terms of confidence from the last experi-
ence. My wife Anne had pre-arranged
with a member of the Kent GC to listen
out at Challock. My new radio was play-
ing up in transmission but eventually as I

went over Challock I was able to pass
the message that I was heading for the
coast and this was duly telephoned to
Lasham. All thanks to my helper at
Challock.

Between Folkestone and Dover cloud-
base was at varying lower levels with
some sea air effect. This was disappoint-
ing to say the least. I entered cloud but
was unable to make sufficient height
above the ragged base around 4000ft asl.
I was now obviously wasting valuable
time. Eventually I headed back inland to
a firmer based cumulus and succeeded in
climbing to 5300ft and from there
returned to the coast, avoiding the small
amount of scraggy cu arriving at pre-
cisely 5000ft asl. It is difficult to describe
the feeling at that moment. The air was
crystal clear over the entire Channel. No
visible prospect of any helpful lift and no
prospect of adding that extra desirable
500ft. *Will I or won’t I?”" — a comment
made by Justin Wills some years ago
about having faith in your glider, flashed
through my mind. To hell with it — let’s
go! If I don't go now, I'll never go! All
noble stuff.

With the crossing underway some
minutes had passed and still the other
side didn’t seem any closer. I made the
mistake of looking back over my shoul-
der. Those white cliffs were surprisingly
close and the urge to turn back unbe-
lievably strong. I resisted and settled
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A drawing of Tom's barograph trace.

This has been a good year for Tom and
727. On June 26 he completed what Is
probably the first 500km fiight within
Scotland In wave, starting from Port-
moak and turning at Loch Awe on the
west coast and Buckle via Aboyne on
the north-east coast. Helghts were
between 6000 and 11 0001t to avold the
need for oxygen. The next day he
attempted a long run south, first turn-
ing at Aboyne, and was back over
Portmoak at 13 000t before 11am. But
the weather south of Newcastle didn’t
match the forecast and he landed
after 555km. This was the day John
Cadman flew south from Enterprise at
Aboyne and Andy Penswick and Jimmy
Luke flew from Porimoak to Syerston
for Diamond distance.

down to a sedate glide in remarkably
smooth air, my eyes shifting from ASI to
vario deliberately avoiding too many
glances at the altimeter. [ took the
chance to look at the scene below.
Plenty of shipping activity and move-
ments in all directions but very little
towards the French coast, where 1 specu-
lated on the splash down area if all went
wrong! Thoughts at mid channel — too
late to turn back now.

French coastline

I glanced at the altineter now below
3500ft but holding remarkably well.
Then all of a sudden we were making
ground with a chance to look at the
French coastline. I aimed to cross at
that visible prominence just east of Cap
Gris-Nez. I observed that the line of vis-
ible convection was well inland. 1 had
used a bit more than half of the total
height in the crossing and had to con-
tinue very carefully if I was to negotiate
the on-shore clearance. The last thing
would be to flop near the coast. Eventu-
ally a little chirp on the vario gently
reminding me that it was still alive. 1
press on down to 1400ft asl. The patch-
work of fields had an even symmetry of
golden brown and rich green, quite

£ E 2?
=§ ! - gxeur @ s
$“§5§§ g u 2o E S
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France——

unlike my usual gliding territory. We
reached the slightly ragged cumulus for-
mation and instantly had 2kt ... 2kt of
French thermal, back into the fray, a few
gentle turns to make sure it was for real
and we gained a bit of height before
pushing on for something better.

Hurried along

Quickly back to cloudbase, which was
surprisingly still only 4000ft, I set the
same 150° course aiming to skirt the
Paris TMA on the east side with the line
on the French half million map projected
confidently to the river Seine through
Troyes to Dijon and beyond! I was now
trying to make up for lost time and
abandoned the hassle of pinpointing
those unpronounceable place names.
Major rivers and straight line roads were
to keep me right as I tried to hurry
along. I crossed the river Somme to the
east of unseen Amiens down through
Roye, Noyon, Soissons with cloudbase
rising gradually.

A significant weather change lay
ahead to the east of Paris TMA. The
convection divided into formidable cloud
streets spaced at considerable intervals
casting deadly shadows over the inter-
vening areas. Cloudbase was now back
up to the Cambridgeshire level of S000ft
and I was able to fly just below base. I
could see the adjoining streets; the end
of the one to the starboard side was in
sight, The other massive street to the
portside disappeared into a forbidding
black sunless mass. I decided to stick to
the one in the middle. Luckily this
proved to be the one that went furthest.
1 was now more or less on a southerly
heading and inevitably abandoned the
route to Troyes.

Thoughts were beginning to turn to
the aim of landing at an airfield if poss-
ible. Still high, I passed over an airfield
with parachuting in progress, probably
La Ferte-Gaucher. The end of the street
in sight meant a glide out over the Seine
towards Sens, then lots of flat areas by

the river Yonne, but no airstrips that I
could see. I continued to follow the river
getting steadily lower, I hadn’t thought 1
would get this far down the river which
now turned abruptly to the east round a
hill.

I had abandoned the map a little way
back and now concentrated on an early
landing. Joigny (I discovered the name
later) was out of sight until I rounded
the hill. The picture postcard setting of
Joigny straddling the river and rising up
the hillside was truly a sight for sore
eyes. There just had to be an airfield
here. I scanned along the flat areas at
river level but nothing showed up. 1
lifted my eyes to the hill just above the
township and could just make out a
slender black line cut into the forest
edge. It just had to be an airfield. I had
enough height to fly over Joigny parallel
to the strip. The approach was over the
edge of the forest and I opted for a land-
ing on the grass parallel to the tarmac
runway. The time was 1950hrs (2050
local time).

Joigny airield sported a neat modern
clubhouse and a hangar full of light air-
craft. The bad news was that everyone
including the owner had abandoned the
place, put the shutters up and had gone
off on holiday.

Sole rescuer

Shortly after parking the Nimbus, my
one and only rescuer arrived having seen
me gliding overhead. He turned out to
be a construction foreman with enough
English to deal with the situation. He
whisked me off to the local gendarmerie
(at my request) in the hope of a quick
telephone call to Lasham. No chance!!
Oh — they were very helpful. Unfortu-
nately my arrival coincided with the
report of a major road accident and a
shooting! and boy! do those Frenchmen
go on.

Next day the magnificent aerotow
retrieve was done by Ray Foot and
Johnny Taylor with the Robin arriving
exactly on time at 11.30am. The retrieve
was a lengthy four hour tow via the cus-
toms airfield at Troyes, Le Touquet con-
trol and back across the Channel under
lowish cloud and poor visibility to a cus-
toms landing at Lydd, eventually arriving
back at Lasham before the light failed.
The distance unfortunately fell short of
my aim and totalled 666km which means
only one thing — if at first you don't
succeed — FLY, FLY, AGAIN!!! [~ |

Please send your editorial contributions to
our Cambridge office. By force of habit
many of you still use the Leicester address
which wastes valuable time.
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An Airborne Computer and Area
Navigation System

P. W. JAMES

Peter works at RAE, Farnborough and began gliding at Cambridge in 1958. He has flown at Lasham for 21 years and now has a Vega.

This story really began with an O/R flight
from Portmoak to Aboyne on October
22, 1979. 1 was indeed the “phantom
glider pilot"” the Bath and Wilts. Club
pilots spotted over Loch Muick (S&G,
April, 1982, p84). Those pilots will
never forget that magnificent wave day,
sitting in the sunshine above the brilliant
white clouds which stretched as an
unbroken layer south of Aboyne as far as
the eye could see. However the clouds
did make navigation a bit of a problem,
and started me thinking about building a
practical navigation system for a glider.
The obvious choice is VOR (VHF
Omnidirectional Range). This uses the
frequency band 108 to 118MHz, just
below the VHF communication frequen-
“cies, and the antenna is of convenient size
for putting in a glider. The fundamental
property of a VOR station is that it radi-
ates, for each direction, a signal which is
effectively labelled with that direction.
The airborne receiver uses a decoder to
read off this information, and the result is
the bearing of the aircraft as seen from
the station, in degrees clockwise from
magnetic north.

Stations plentiful

After observing the VOR readout, we
know we are somewhere along a certain
radial line from the station. Clearly, we
need more information to get our exact
position. One solution is to use the VOR
receiver over again to get a bearing from
another station. Our position is where the
two radials intersect. Of course this
method relies on the stations being sited
to make this possible, and fortunately this
is the case anywhere over the British
Isles, apart from some of the outer
islands.

The basic mode of operation could be
as follows, First pick two or more sta-
tions. Tune the receiver to the first sta-
tion, observe the bearing and draw the
appropriate radial line on the map. Then,
before the aircraft has moved too far,
tune to the second station, observe the
bearing and draw another radial.
Although this may be enough for a rough
fix, continue with further stations for con-
firmation and more accuracy.

It is not practicable to draw lines on
maps in the air, nor, with currently avail-
able VOR receivers, to keep up continual
rapid retuning. This is where two elec-

Equipment fitted in the panel. The position displayed
isSI°I'N, I°2' W.

The navigator removed from the panel with the cover
taken off 1o show the computer. The VOR receiver is
in the box on the right.

The rear view of the panel showing the navigator.
Photos: John Cochrane.

tronic developments of recent years come
to the rescue. The first is the micro-
progessor, and the second is the synthes-
iser. The synthesiser consists of some
clever silicon chips which accept a digital
code and tune the receiver almost instant-
aneously to a desired channel. The
microprocessor, together with other
memory chips holding the programme,
forms a dedicated computer, which can
calculate the aircraft's position using the
station positions and the observed bear-
ings, But it can do much more than this,
as we shall see.

Liquid crystal displays

The choice of display was a problem
because the characters need to be suffi-
ciently large and bold, so as to be read
with a quick glance. Eyes are better emp-
loyed looking out for other gliders than
for peering at a tiny and complex display.
The device uses liquid crystal displays,
which are readable in the brightest light
and consume negligible power. Their
only drawback is that they stop working
at low temperatures when the liquid
freezes. The photo shows the equipment
installed in the lower part of the panel of
a Vega. The two windows are for the
liquid crystal displays, each with four
digits. There are heaters behind the dis-
plays, energised below —5°C by a
bi-metallic switch. Below is a pad of six-
teen keys, arranged in the manner of a
calculator. The antenna is a horizontal
Vee inside the fuselage behind the pilot’s
seat.

The computer is built round a
Motorola MC6800 microprocessor with
8Kbytes of programme memory, and this
sits just behind the panel. The VOR
receiver is fitted on the back of the com-
puter. This close placing turned out to be
a mistake because of the radio interfer-
ence from the computer! Current con-
sumption from the 12v battery is 0.5A.
The receiver is completely under the con-
trol of the microprocessor and cannot be
tuned by hand. It cannot even obtain
bearings on its own. It just puts out raw
signals and the computer does the rest.
This approach saves hardware and also
makes it easy to apply corrections. ¢

Let us follow the operation of the sys-
tem from a cold start. The first task of the
computer will be to select a group of
VOR stations, so it runs a procedure cal-
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led the station selector. As the position is
unknown, the station selector starts by
stepping the receiver through the list of
stations. It normally finds one within a
few seconds, and this gives a rough indi-
cation as to what part of the country we
are in, The station selector carries on
looking for another station, examining
candidates near the one already found.
Assoon as it has two stations, the compu-
ter starts running its main programme,
called the measurement cycle.

The measurement cycle tunes the
receiver in turn to each station in the
active list of stations, checks its Morse
identification and measures the bearing.
After every measurement it calculates the
aircraft position, and will display it if pos-
ition mode is selected. With two stations
the machine is usually up and navigating,
but there is no security as the computer
cannot detect bearing errors and accuracy
can be poor because of bad geometry. So
the computer continues to run the station
selector as a background activity, stealing
the receiver from the measurement cycle
from time to time.

The measurement cycle can handle up
to four stations. But what happens when
the station selector finds a fifth station?
Then the computer calculates a geometri-
cal figure of merit for each combination
of four out of the five stations, and picks
the best group of four. Otherwise ex-
pressed, one of the old stations is
replaced by the new one if a better con-
figuration thereby results. This mechan-
ism is designed to keep the system
navigating on a new optimum group of
stations, the group changing as we fly
across country.

The primary output of the navigation
system is a position expressed in latitude

and longitude. Pushing the POS key
shows it in degrees and minutes of arc,
consistent with the grids printed on air
maps. In addition I provide a few more
useful display modes. Many people like
to relate position to somewhere on the
ground, such as the home site, a nearby
town, or a goal or turning point, The
machine therefore has a *'track™ mode in
which, after a goal has been keyed in, it
shows the distance to the goal in nautical
miles and the magnetic track in degrees.
To enter the goal, we either use latitude
and longitude, or select from a built-in
table of the more common goals. The
device can do everything a final glide cal-
culator can do. A push of the SPD key
displays the optimum speed-to-fly and
the proper heading. It selects speed to
give the best glide angle to the goal, but 1
can override this and enter any desired
speed. The HIT key displays the height at
which 1 need to be to reach the goal. I
have to tell the computer the wind vector
and how high to arrive at the goal, and
whether waterballast is carried. It already
knows the polar of the glider. I can enter
much of this information on the ground
before the flight, so only a single button
needs to be pressed for each display.
Since the first flight in April 1982, 1
have been checking the device over the
country near Lasham. It is possible to use
the set as a straight VOR receiver and
display the bearings. These commonly
show biases of up to five degrees, and this
leads to typical errors of around two
miles. Some way of calibrating out the
biases seems to be called for. Another
source of error appears to be due to the
antenna, which s far from omnidirectional
and has several sharp nulls. As the glider
circles the rapid fading caused by the

DG-300 has flown

World Competition results

AUSTIN AVIATION

Sole Glaser-Dirks UK distributor

Telephone Easingwold 810255
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antenna can give rise to erratic bearings.
A possible solution might be to use more
than one antenna and use the one giving
the strongest signal at each moment of
time.

It is not usually possible to receive
signals on the ground but the system
seems to be usable down to about 100ft
above Lasham. Over Portmoak, VOR
stations can only be heard down to about
1000ft, because of the effect of the sur-
rounding hills. An extreme case is the
Inverness station, situated at sea level
and so badly screened by mountains that
it is useless over much of the Scottish
Highlands. Clearly it would be dangerous
to let down through cloud to a site sur-
rounded by mountains when the cloud is
below the mountain tops, as the signals
may be lost while still in cloud. For safety
we would have to divert and descend over
flat, low ground. I had to use the system
last October to get back from Aboyne to
Portmoak. There were no holes on the
way big enough to get a check point, but
fortunately the Benarty and Bishop hills
were stirring up local waves and created
two corresponding holes to let down
through.

A complete system

What are the possible extensions of the
device? An obvious enhancement
would be to tell the computers about the
aircraft height and what the air is doing.
An absolute pressure transducer could be
added to measure height, and by differen-
tiation act as a variometer. Then, with an
airspeed transducer, we get a complete
air data system.,

Availability of airspeed opens up the
possibility of dead reckoning, provided a
suitable compass is added. Perhaps a
three-dimensional fluxgate compass could
be used. With suitable software taking
into account the aircraft kinematics, the
computer could obtain an accurate head-
ing in spite of banking. With a mix of
dead reckoning and VOR navigation, the
reported position would vary much more
smoothly than with VOR alone, and as a
bonus the system would find its own wind
vector,

Another possibility is to connect a cas-
sette recorder and record a continuous
log of position throughout the flight. A
replay system on the ground would later
read the tape and draw a chart of the air-
craft path, analogous to a barograph trace
but considerably more informative. I can
imagine that the time will come when, far
from being illegal as at present, such a
device will be compulsory in competi-
tions. This will eliminate the need for TP
photographs and unfailingly catch those
who infringe controlled airspace. B
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TdlL FEATHERS

MORE TINSFOS™

A little while ago 1 kissed a tearful goodbye to my lovely 21
metres and acquired a share in a dinky little glider. I have two
thoughts on this change:

(1) Little gliders are ideal for doing the short safe outlandings
that you don't have to do if you have a big glider.

Short safe outiandings

(2) Little gliders are ideal for doing the derigging and retrieving
that you don’t have to do if you have a big glider.
*There is no substitute for span.

PLATYPOMES

Whenever | fly on a task I find myself churning out limericks
about the towns that represent the turning points. The limericks
have nothing to do with gliding but help keep the mind occupied
— s0 as not to waste time on such trivia as navigation, calculating
rates of climb, average cross-country speeds, final glides, etc.
Since everyone will soon have computers to do all those things
for us, there should be no need for the brain cells to do anything
but meditate. Contest pilots could be given a theme by the task-
setters immediately before take-off and the winning pilot would
be the one who had written the best sonnet — or epic poem if it's

Bapg
BALLogy OON
SPOON ¥
SOON

JUNE

An epic poem

a 500km triangle — by the time he gets back. The prizes for
speed and distance will of course be awarded to the manufactur-
ers of the glider and the onboard avionics.
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Thus, for a West Country TP:

A daring young nun of Devizes

Has a habit the Bishop despises

It's not the cut of her cloth

That brings on his wrath

But her love life which rather surprises
I like the double entendre on habit, geddit? No? Oh well, please
yourself.

Eastwards is trickier. Bury St Edmunds and Cambridge aren’t
very amenable and the editor won't let me do the one about the
young lady from Diss. The number of times she says this is a
family magazine — has she seen what they get up to in family
magazines these days?

WRITER’S CRAMP

Many people are curious as to exactly how Platypus unleashes
his creative genius and generates all this wit, drollery and occa-
sionally profound observation. Actually that's a lie: there’s only
one person who keenly wants to know and that's the editor,
whose interest is not so much in kow my muse works but whether
and when She (muses are female, as you classical scholars all

Creative genius

on his little square hat (they make them from bits of scrap paper,
of which there’s a great deal lying about) and goes home. Come
to think of it the printer doesn’t wear his little square hat outside
the works, but never mind. The fact is I try to think of anything
but this column until 24 hours before the presses roll.

Rika Harwood used to send a series of postcards written up in
advance saying Nag! then Nag! Nag! then Nag! Nag! Nag!! which
constituted a sort of three-line whip: She who must be obeyed.
Gillian (excuse the familiarity) just sends a small, beautifully
typed note praising the last column far beyond its worth and
pleading for the next one — with a PS to the effect that my
tailplane has been kidnapped and taken hostage and will be
returned in exchange for two pages of legible, non-libellous copy
(never mind the quality, feel the deadline) so I might as well get
to her on Friday if I want to fly on Saturday, mightn't 17 Then
under the gun, all this tumbles out onto the virgin paper in about
an hour. It looks it too, you may say, but at least I deliver it,
garbage or not.

I am ashamed to say that my own club, beyond dispute the
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Tailplane kidnapped

best club in Britain (I go round other clubs initiating bar brawls
like this) fails with almost clockwork regularity to deliver any
club notes. I don't know whether this matters all that much, since
1 find Club News almost as dreary as competition reports (even
the comps I've flown in come into this class, and especially ones
that I've written up myself under one of my noms de plume) but
if we're going to have a Club News section, then for Pete’s sake
the leading clubs in the land have an especial duty to tell the
world what they are doing or at least that they are still in busi-
ness,

20T T 25

A duty to tell us what they are doing

‘I'm not blaming the CFI-manager (else I'm grounded) or the
chairman (else I'm expelled under rule 16 — the one about
ungentlemanly conduct — and that would be a pity since it's 23
years since I fell foul of that rule, though I've been grounded
innumerable times) but someone, somewhere is falling down on
the job.

Madame Editor (I'm only allowed to get familiar once a year)
has to deal with people sending in illegible club news in pencil on
pieces of Bronco, or even trying to dictate it over the 'phone. My
robust and insensitive view is that the non-appearance of the
required text on the due dates should cause a note to appear in
the appropriate space saying ““The Bedfordshire Incipients GC
has not submitted a report this month — for the third time in a
row.” Shame, chagrin and public humiliation may bring these
slackers to heel. (Some chance, Ed.)

OK, so we drive around in a trailer at dead of night kidnapping
tailplanes . . .

December 1983/January 1984

Damn NOTAMS

Being asked to task set at a Comp is a bit like being asked to a
party that you know is going to be pretty grim — you don’t want
to go but you're furious if you're not invited. Once the invitation
comes, flattery and vanity work their usual evil spell and you're
stuck with it. (Same goes for organising conferences, by the
way.) I was contemplating what the nastiest features of task
setting were, and wondering what could be done about them.

The worst is the bumf and bureaucracy. My pet nightmare is
that I will inadvertently send 50 pilots through six purple airways
or other prohibited areas in a row because I failed to read all the
NOTAMS properly. I imagine the Queen Mum, while quietly
doing low level strafing runs in a Tornado in the middle of Bir-
mingham, is suddenly surrounded by clouds of glass-fibre
because Platypus mistook the date on one of several hundreds of
pieces of essential reading. A long term in the Tower for Plat,
prospects of knighthood (previously considered by all in well-
connected circles to be a dead cert) irretrievably blasted; ruin,
disgrace, Wake up screaming.

All that sort of thing could be computerised: you feed in your
task — itself already optimised by a computer using weather data
direct from satellite — into the terminal, which is of course
updated daily by the Air Ministry, and a synthesised voice booms
*“OK Plat, you're on”, or more often “Another blunder! Try
again.” Next thing would be to get the NOTAM computer and
the weather computer to talk to each other on the phone (they
can do that already, honest) and between them decide the task
and cut out the middle man. The advantages of this is that a
computer can’t be psyched out or browbeaten by a bunch of
manipulative egotists whose attitude to any task depends entirely
on whether they are in the lead or trailing. Especially so when

7 the decision to scrub is hanging in the balance. I don’t know what

It’s the Tower for Plat

it says about today’s pilots but *‘Scrub’ is almost always greeted
by hysterical cheering. The only chap who doesn’t cheer is the
one who is currently second by a few points. It wasn’t like that in
Rocky Stone’s day, I can tell you.

But I'll leave those other bugbears of task setters — the pilots,
the weather, the contest director — to another occasion. When
I've consulted my lawyer. (He's already working overtime. ED.)

Tailpiece, Saturday, October 8, 11.00am

I'm duty pilot and writing this sitting on a pile of tyres in a
freezing cold wind with light drizzle. Some fools insist on flying
so I'm stuck here. My fingers are frozen so my writing is slowly
becoming illegible — I begin now to understand where and how
those pathetic club news notes originate . . . ]

251



TAPES FOR GLIDING INSTRUCTION

DEREK PIGGOTT

There is nothing very new about using
tape recordings as an aid to instruction
as I do but I find it surprising that it has
not been adopted more widely for glid-
ing. They can offer an attractive alterna-
tive or supplement to reading and are
relatively inexpensive to make. Because
of the individual nature of gliding
instruction, it is impractical for the
instructor to cover every detail with each
student. Usually the instructor has a
number of students, all at varying stages.
Inevitably some are left to read or to
discover for themselves information
which the instructor would have wanted
to cover if only he had the time.

Many people do not have the time or
patience to read and absorb a lengthy
book but welcome listening to a tape as
they drive to work or to the airfield for
their next flying session. You can even
listen to them in bed!

There are many different types and
forms of tape recordings each with their
particular advantages and problems.
They all have the great advantage that
the instructor knows exactly what the
tape contains. This is particularly impor-
tant with briefings for emergency proce-
dures such as cable breaks. Although a
briefing does not constitute a lesson, it is
a comfort to know that all aspects of the
subject have been covered. It is only too
easy to omit a vital piece of information
which does not happen to be particularly
relevant on that day.

Tape recordings can be used for short
briefings, comprehensive talks, enter-
tainment and home study.

A plain tape cassette has the advan-
tage of being cheap and requires only a
cassette player. This is ideal for a short
subject. Ideally it would have a booklet
of illustrations or an automatic slide pro-
jector to give the listener visual informa-
tion at the same time. But this is both
impractical and undesirable in a car. Of
course, an actual talk by a competent
instructor would always be better but
tape does have the advantage that it can
be played over and over again and
perhaps listened to as a refresher at the
start of each season.

I use these 15 to 20 minute briefings
for launching emergencies on car or
aerotow and for a briefing on field land-
ings. They form a good basis for the air
instruction and seem to be reasonably
effective.

There are a number of exercises in the
training of a glider pilot that really do
need more than just the air instruction.
But how many students actually receive
these briefings at the gliding club? Mis-
understandings and not being told about
various aspects cause problems, slow
progress and even accidents. Bad
weather programmes are one way of
tackling this problem but there will
always be a number of students who miss
some or all of the sessions. I have produced
notes for instructors to help them give
comprehensive lecture briefings and
these are required to be signed off on a
progress sheet before solo. Where this
proves impractical the tapes can be used.
These lecture briefings are important
because they help to extend the know-
ledge of the student. The pilot who only
thinks about and learns about gliding on
his training flights at the gliding site
often has very little background know-
ledge. As a beginner it saves time and
money to read books and to listen to and
discuss other people’s problems and
experiences and it is for this reason that
I have produced a number of tapes for
sale,

Some absolutely essential

There are lots of things which might
be the subject of talks, but some which
are, in my opinion, absolutely essential.
Stalling, incipient and full spins, the
effect and use of airbrakes, aerotow and
wire launch procedures and emergencies
and circuit planning including situations
such as running out of height etc. With-
out a carefully prepared briefing, vital
pieces of information may be left out.

Personally I do very little pre-flight
briefing, I.just outline what I expect to
do or the student to do on each flight.
Instead I introduce my new exercises or
manoeuvres in the air and then explain
them afterwards.

During the Motor Glider Study in
Texas the instructor’s time was being
paid for by the student and there was
seldom time to de-brief at length. After
a flight and a brief explanation, I would
put on the tape briefing for that stage or
refer the student to the appropriate
chapter in a book. They also had access
to the tape again when they arrived for
their next flying session to remind them

of their last flight. This proved very
popular with the American students.

This kind of tape briefing also pro-
vides the instructors with a useful guide
and review if they are going to give a
similar talk themselves. They also help
to keep the general instruction standar-
dised and going along the right lines.

There are several ways of making
these recordings. At first you may find
that you have to have a live audience: [
used to give the talk to a group of stu-
dents. With more practice you will be
able to sit in front of the microphone and
give the same briefing and this elimi-
nates most of the background noise, The
alternative is to write out the whole
briefing and get a good reader to record
it. This is a lengthy business and often
lacks the enthusiasm and spontaneity of
the live recording.

A few sketches or photo copies of
drawings help the explanations and keep
the students' attention, but even without
these visual aids the students seem so
highly motivated that they listen intently
and often insist on playing the tape
through a second time at one sitting.

Where the audience is static, the syn-
cronised tape/slide presentation is very
effective but it does need the special pro-
jector and it takes an incredible amount
of time and effort to collect the neces-
sary slides, record the tape and get it all
nicely synchronised. We have a number
of programmes made by the staff and
members at Lasham on daily inspections,
airfield hazards, cloud types and forma-
tions and a useful introductory talk on
our site which we show to all our course
members on arrival. This keeps them
happy while we get the gliders inspected
or do other Monday morning jobs.
However, it is noticeable how after even
a year or so these carefully made slide/
tape programmes begin to date.

A number of my American students
always brought their own pocket recor-
ders and every word I uttered in the air
and on the ground was carefully pre-
served to be run through at home. Stu-
dents do quite often misunderstand their
instructors and being able to play back
and relive the flight must be a very valu-
able asset to learning quickly. It also has
a salutary effect on the instructors and,
hopefully, makes them think more care-
fully about their instruction. This is, of
course, normal technique on instructors’
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courses where it is particularly important
for the trainee to be able to hear his own
instruction and recognise how he can
make it more potent. CFIs might like to
try recording their instructors at work
with students on training flights. They
would be surprised how ineffective many
instructors are and would be able to help
them to improve their techniques.

The latest thing, of course, is video
which offers the possibility of making
your own training programmes. Once
again it is a very time consuming busi-
ness and only certain aspects of training
may be worth filming. You might think
that a film on the effects of controls

would be useful but in practice it would
only be worth showing to the absolute
beginner and to people who might be
enticed into trying a flight by seeing how
simple it all is. Unless the original is
made on professional equipment the
quality of the final prints may not be
very good and it might not be worth the
effort and expense of making them. A
number of clubs already have video cas-
sette programmes about their club to
show to prospective members. One of
my projects for this winter is a trial pro-
gramme on learning to land and it
remains to be seen whether it is a success
or not.

Finally, if you don't already use tapes,
try them. They won’t be as good as an
actual instructor talking personally to a
student but they are an effective substi-
tute and certainly better than no briefing
at all. If you are a student, why not take
a small recorder up on your next training
session. You will certainly find it inter-
esting and helpful to be able to play it all
back and think about things while on the
ground.

I expect you will find as I do that not
every instructor will agree a 100% with
what is said on the tapes. But this is one
of the things you have to live with if you
make recordings. =

HOW SAFE IS YOUR TRAILER?

GEORGE COPPEN

Owners of gliders spend many hours and
not inconsiderable sums of money on the
maintenance and good condition of their
gliders. Conversely however it seems
that, in general, little or no attention is
paid to maintaining the trailers in which
many of the pampered gliders live. Last
year we discovered quite by chance that
we had two problems on the trailer, both
potentially dangerous and damaging to
the glider. These concerned the tyres and
the suspension.

Tyres We happened to notice deep
splits in the treads of both tyres — the
splits ran about one third of the way
round the circumference of each (see
photograph). As the tyres were only

The tyre is being squeezed to make the split more
apparent.

about two or three years old and had
trailed for less than 4000 miles I phoned
the manufacturer to complain,

The tyres were 5.60—13 crossply and 1
learned that they were rated for a Max of
360kg each (je 720kg for a pair) up to a
speed of 50mph and inflated to 29psi.
Max. We had a trailer with an AUW of
800kg and had inflated the tyres to 35psi
to stop them looking flat and had then
regularly cruised motorways (abroad of
course) at 65mph!

When [ told this to the tyre manufac-
turer he suggested that far from having a
complaint we were a very good adver-
tisement for his tyres. We could easily
have burst a tyre when travelling fast . .,
The splits were due to overstressing,

I was advised that the Min tyre rating
for a trailer of up to 800kg and up to

50mph is 5.90—13 crossply or 155—13
radials. For 800kg at over S0mph we
were recommended to go for 165—13
radials. Recommended pressures for
either type of tyre were 30psi for that
weight,

There is some commonality of rating

between the various makes of tyres but to
any trailer owner in any doubt may I sug-
gest checking with the manufacturers of
whatever tyre you use. I cannot guaran-
tee that the figures which I was given will
apply universally.
Suspension If the suspension on a trailer
is not working effectively, damage can be
caused to both the trailer and to the
glider inside by shock loads being trans-
ferred directly from the road (bumps,
potholes, even "joints” in the road or
motorway) to the trailer and thus to the
glider. The suspension is meant to cush-
ion bumps but if it is worn or overloaded
it will not do so.

Many trailers built in the last five years
have been fitted with some form of inde-
pendent suspension units which use the
compressibility of rubber to provide the
springing. This is the type fitted to our
trailer and is the subject of the second
part of this article.

The problem we found, and which
probably applies to many other owners of
similarly equipped trailers, is that the
suspension units are designed to be at rest
unloaded. Glider trailers however tend to
spend most of their time loaded ie, with
the suspension compressed. After a cou-
ple of years of being compressed the rub-
ber tends to lose its springiness and so the
suspension loses its cushioning effect.
Damage to both trailer and glider can
result.

Trailers usually have 15cwt or 1 ton
units on them. Bear in mind that 15cwt is
762kg and you will see that where these
units are used they are often almost per-
manently fully laden.

It is quite simple to test whether the
suspension is operating satisfactorily.
Park the loaded trailer normally on a
fairly level and hard surface. Then take
the glider out and see if the trailer rises
on its suspension. If it does, either the
rear of the trailer or else the stand bar at
the front will be clear of the ground and
the trailer will rock to and fro. If the
trailer is still solidly on the ground at both
ends, then the suspension is tired, The

photograph shows the difference between
the old mis-shapen rubber caused by
three years’ use and the original round
section. There is little spring left in the
old piece.

Noticeable difference

We have Indispension units on our
trailer which were refurbished last winter
for a very moderate cost by the manufac-
turers in Bolton. At the same time we had
them upgraded from 15cwt to 1 ton and
the difference was noticeable. (The
trailer tows better for one thing.)

To prolong the life of the units one
should try to park the trailer as high as it
will go on the stand bar when it is empty.
If you have to park the trailer loaded,
after a retrieve for instance, lift the front
as far as you can when putting down the
stand bar. Then re-set it when next you
take the glider out.

This article does not attempt to cover
all that needs to be checked on a trailer.
It only sets out to try and identify for
others, before it is too late, two possible
problem areas which we happened to
come across. Hopefully it is conveniently
timed for action, should any be necessary,
to be taken during this winter, -]
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ROMORANTIN - “VAUT LE VOYAGE”

MAX BISHOP describes a gliding paradise on our doorsteps

Gerard Lherm, the French pilot placed
sixth in the Open Class at the Hobbs
World Championships, is a warrant
officer in the French Air Force. During
the 12 months preceding the Champion-
ships he flew a staggering 500hrs in a
Nimbus 3 belonging to the Air Force.
This aircraft is normally based at the FAF
Soaring Centre at Romorantin (Loir et
Cher). Whereas in Britain direct public
financing of gliding is restricted mainly to
the Air Cadet organisation (now being
re-equipped by Schleicher and
Schempp-Hirth), the French government
continues to support gliding for regular
servicemen, thus promoting airminded-
ness in those who normally work on the
ground. The fruits of this policy can be
seen at Romorantin, which is lavishly
equipped for advanced soaring and
cross-country training (basic training is
done at regional clubs). The fleet com-
prises 26 high-performance gliders
(Janus, Calif, LS-4, ASW-20, Nimbus 2
and 3), and the Centre is staffed by 14
very experienced instructors, most of
whom are also either administrators or
glider repairers.

Classic soaring weather

Each year in June the Centre hosts the
French Air Force National Champion-
ships, and for several years now an invita-
tion has been extended to a RAFGSA
team to compete. This year we were also
joined by a team from the German Air
Force, and were lucky enough to hit some
of the best soaring weather since the
legendary summer of '76.

Three tasks of around 200km, three of
between 300 and 350km, one of 570km
and one of 760km was the final tally. An
average task length of 363km and an
overall completion rate — in the 15M
Class — of about 70%, with average
speeds in the high 80s is not perhaps the
dreamland of New Mexico or Nullarbor,

but not bad for somewhere that's only
half a day’s drive from Dover.

Neither Hobbs 1983 (657km) nor
Waikerie 1974 (707km) could match
Romorantin for task length. The 760km
triangle, with TPs near Roanne in the
Lyons area, and near Dreux, north of
Chartres, was not just a show of bravura.
Two pilots — Castel (Nimbus 2) and
Bonnot (ASW-17) — actually completed
it, and there would undoubtedly have
been some 15M finishers if there hadn’t
been a 25kt headwind to contend with on
the sgcond, 360km long, northerly leg.

The competition was conducted in a
pleasantly relaxed and democratic man-
ner. Earnestly seeking a signature for my
barograph on Day 1, I was told that baro-
graphs were not needed. **We always find
out eventually if someone is a cheat . ..”
A “silent start” ground clock system was
used, which worked extremely well
because the rules (for penalties etc) were
thrashed out and agreed by all pilots at
the first morning briefing. The organisers’
flexible approach was well illustrated on
the 760km day. To give everybody the
best chance of completing the task, they
declared that there would be no speed
points and deleted the startline, allowing

everyone to set off straight from tow.
Even the three-course lunch with wine —
on most days consumed under a succulent
sky which would have seen any self-
respecting Anglo-Saxon 75km down
track — was brought forward an hour so
that launching could start early.

The final day was perhaps the most
exhilarating — a 300km “*butterfly” over
the lakes and forests of the Sologne. The
scorers wanted everyone back early, so
the director, Jean Jacques Couture,
announced a ‘‘regatta”™ start. All pilots
were timed from the moment the line
opened. The numbers in each Class were
sufficiently small to ensure that competi-
tive instincts did not endanger flight
safety, but when you can actually see the
opposition most of the time it certainly
sharpens up the aggressive edge. Not to
be recommended for British Nationals!

The area around Romorantin is ideal
for restful family holidays. Vineyards,
rivers, forests, the magnificent Renais-
sance chateaux of the Loire (good TPs)
and historic towns like Orleans, Tours;
Amboise and Bourges. There are several
well-established civilian clubs in the area
which welcome visitors with or without
their own glider. The Aeroclub de la Sol-
ogne at Romorantin itself is one, and
Issoudun another. The Fédération Fran-
caise du Vol 4 Voile (29 rue de Sevres,
75006 Paris) will provide details of all
clubs. An off-peak return sailing from
Dover to Boulogne in June with P&O
cost a total of £162 for a Chrysler Alpine,
three people and a Mini Nimbus trailer,
A Customs and Excise form XS 29A
(Specification for Temporary Exporta-
tion of an Aircraft) proved most useful in
smoothing the passage through British
customs.

Why go all the way to Australia when
there is a soaring Mecca on your doorstep

. and the wine's better! The Romoran-
tin area warrants three stars in any
Michelin Guide to gliding. It's worth the
journey. B
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BUYING A TUG?

Then the deliberations of Southdown GC which led them to choose a
. Pawnee 2358 might well be helpful. JOAN CLOKE recalls how they reached
their decision and reports on the success of the tug after its first season.

Our problem was that the trees were get-
ting taller and the engine of the Super Cub
was getting older. The topmost branches of
the trees at the end of the runway seemed
perilously close to the two-seaters on some
days. Oursiteat Parhamin WestSussexisa
grass airfield dating from the 1930s, Itisa
‘mile from the Downs and is surrounded by
trees. The main runway is about 900 yards
long and the runway is about 700 yards.

Because of the size of the site we have
limited themembership toabout 200 flying
members and recently the number of pri-
vately owned gliders has been pegged at
20.Wedojustover 65001aunches a year of
which some 3600 are acrotows and the rest
are winch launches. The increasing
numberofcross-country pilotshas brought
a good deal of pressure on aerotowing at
soaring times and the growing numbers of
high performance gliders on site has
emphasised the need for a tug with adequ-
ate power. Looking to the future and the
possibility of owning, at some time, a
glass-fibre two-seater, we realised that the
time had come to examine our aerotowing
operation.

It scemed to us that we had three
options. The first was to replace the 1 50hp
engine in our existing Super Cub; the sec-
ond to substitute a 180hp engine and the
last was to buy a more powerful aircraft.

The three options

The first option was attractive since it was
the least expensive and meant that we
could retain a well tried and mainly accept-
able tug, butit wouldimpose limitations on
towing and did not fit our established pol-
icy of steadily updating the fleet. The sec-
ond choice would give us the power we
needed initially but would inevitably
deteriorate and in the end we might not be
much better off. The third option led to a
search for a new tug.

Our tugmaster, Angus Buchanan, led
the project and after a good deal of
research recommended that we should
consider buying a Pawnee, These single-
seater, low wing aircraft have been used for
crop spraying for many years but recent
developments of land vehicles with low
pressure tyres have decreased their popu-
larity and some have come on the market.

Talgarth has used one successfully for
some time and John Bally agreed to bring
their tug to Parham for trials during Sep-
tember of last year, We had already visited
Booker to see their 180hp Super Cubs in
action and had a good idea of their perfor-
mance and of the technical details of con-
version,

The Pawnee trials at Parham, in very
difficult weather conditions, enabled us to
try out take-off and circuit operations and
to make noise comparisons with the Super
Cub. Noise is important to us and becomes
increasingly so as the village expands and
the houses creep ever closer. The difficulty
of accurate measurement is that the per-
ception of noise is partly subjective and it
was clear fromthe trials that while the extra
power of the Pawnee would enable us to
avoid locally sensitive areas and use
reduced power for much of the time, the
sound of the engine and propeller was
noticeably different from that of the Super
Cub. It was not necessarily louder.

A crucial decision

Dick Stratton, BGA technical officer,
has said that the purchase of a tug is prob-
ably the mostimportantdecisiona club has
tomake (apartfrom buyingasite of course)
and the club committee was very aware of
this. It considered eight different factors in
coming to its decision: noise, safety, relia-
bility, launch turn-round, ease of flying,
flexibility of use, running costs and capital
costs, The decision was to buy a Pawnee
235. A major consideration was safety.
The increased boundary clearance is the
major safety factor for both tug and glider
pilot, but additionally the Pawnee cockpit
is virtually a safety cab mounted above the
engine. There is good visibility and excel-
lent manoeuvrability. A disadvantage is
that being a single-seater it could not be
used for pilot training and checking, nor
could it be used for transport or navigation
exercises. We made inquiries and found
that if the noise really became a problem it
might be possible to fit a Hoffmann four
blade propeller for which trials are taking
place abroad. Propeller noise is the only
real problem and then only at Max revs.

Nothing in aviation is simple or straight-
forward. After a lot of work, many visits, a
great deal of help and advice from many

people, and several changes of plan we
bought a Pawnee 2358 (gravity feed sys-
tem) with a rebuilt engine and a sound
airframe in good condition with no signs of
corrosion. We think there are advantages
in the gravity feed model as opposed to the
wing tanks and during the hot, airless
summer we had no problems with fuel
supply.

We did our financial homework in con-
siderable detailand by the time the Pawnee
arrived on site had come to the conclusion
that we might just be able to afford to keep
the Super Cubaswell. Sowe decided torun
an experiment during the summer and if it
proved successful we would operate two
tugs. We begged our members to realise
that the scheme was not necessarily per-
manent and that in the end we might have
to sell one of the tugs.

Thatwasinearly summer. Therestof the
story will be familiar to all tug operators,
We had two tugs onsite for two days. Then
the Super Cub engine expired. It returned
to operations with a replacement engine
two months later. The soaring season is
overand we have not been able to carry out
our experiment and we have notbeen able
to do the technical and operating trials as
we had planned, We are still not certain
that we can afford two tugs but our cash
flowis standing up welland we are hopeful.
We normally fly below full power and have
had no complaints about noise so far. We
have encountered no operating problems,
The Pawnee seems to be reasonably
economical provided that it is flown com-
petently and it appears to use 1.25 gallons
of MOgasfora tow to 2000ft. We should be
able to give a more detailed and accurate
account next year.

Unstinting help

The projectinvolved a great deal of time
and hard work by club members, especially
our tugmaster, but it would not have been
possible without the help and advice of
many others outside the club. We would
like to thank everyone who was so gener-
ous to us with unstinted help.

If any other clubs are thinking of going
“agricultural” and want any advice or
assistance Angus Buchanan will be
pleased to help. =
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COMING BACK TO EARTH ...

NIGEL PRINGLE writes about a potentially dangerous winch
launch incident he shared with Trevor Fox in a K-13 at Camphill.

Hang-ups are now very rare, but are an
ever-present hazard with all forms of
launching. Every pilot should be briefed
about the possible ways of dealing with
such a situation — but how many
instructors prefer to ignore the risks and
hope that it will never happen to them or
their pupils? This instructor, Trevor Fox,
understood the problem when it hap-
pened to him, and dealt with it success-
fully to prevent a serious, if not fatal,
accident.

Hills and tiny fields

It was Monday morning, the first day
of our visit to Camphill. The prospect of
a new site, lots of hills and tiny stone-
walled fields to land in gave our “flat
earth” contingent from Lasham the
incentive to do their check flights and
get cracking in spite of the poor soaring
conditions.

Camphill uses a very powerful winch
for launching. The acceleration is
extremely rapid, and you are off the
ground and rotating into the climb
within a few seconds.

The first launch began. The K-13, with
its towing hook on the left of the keel,
had been positioned on the left of the
cables, so that the cable was brought
across the front of the glider. The “‘all
out” was given and the glider started to
roll; at that moment the winch engine
hiccupped and the cable momentarily
stopped. The glider, stil moving forward,
ran over the shock rope and became
entangled with it. The winch roared
again, and before anyone realised what
had happened, we were airborne, and
with the cable attachment point now
shifted back by four feet, pitched
immediately into an oversteep uncon-
trollable climb.

“Hey! Not so steep” I shouted.

“It’s not me, the stick’s fully forward!”

Immediately 1 realised what had hap-
pened. The aircraft was now being
launched by the wheel. After that, we
had only one thought, to keep the sticks
jammed hard forward against the stops.
We were climbing at about 50° and the
slightest back pressure during that
impossibly steep climb would have
immediately stalled the aircraft, with lit-
tle or no chance of any recovery.

Mercifully, the winch driver was main-
taining a steady launch, giving us the

chance for height and a few seconds to
work out what to do. Uppermost in my
mind was the need to get some slack into
the cable. At 750ft I opened the air-
brakes fully, which gave us just enough
slack to regain some degree of elevator
control, and I started to dive at about
50° towards the winch to increase the
slack. Unknown to me, the winch driver,
seeing the dive beginning and the cable
still attached, immediately guillotined
the cable.

Still maintaining a steep, full airbrake
dive, I began a 360° turn to lay the cable
out across the airfield and to keep it
clear of the glider as it came round the
turn. At about 450ft I attempted to
break the cable by closing the airbrakes
and pulling up sharply, but the cable was
brand new and didn’t want to break. The
drag of the cable along the ground was
now so strong that 1 had to lower the
nose again or run out of speed.

By then we were down to less than
150ft. A final, almost vertically banked
turn into wind, with the wingtip perhaps
20ft from the ground, and, with the ASI
needle flickering around 40kt, the air-
craft flopped onto the ground and, with
the wheel locked, ground quickly to a
stop.

We were down, unharmed and in one
piece. It had seemed like ten years. In
fact, from the top of the launch to
touchdown was probably less than
twenty seconds.

* * *

Derek Piggott comments:
Over-runs are ‘common with almost all
forms of launching and with every over-
run there is a possibility of a tangle with
the wheel or skid. This is particularly
true with modern machines being
launched by aerotow. The rope is thin
and the attachment point is frequently
within inches of the main wheel. How-
ever in many types the pilot can prevent
an over-run by applying a little wheel
brake at the start of every take-off. With
car or winch launches the shock absorber
rope or wire should be stiff enough to
prevent it being wound into the wheel
structure. A length of stiff hose running
up to the rings is a good solution and
would have prevented this incident.
These problems also highlight the
need for a positive stop signal which can
still be given after the glider has started
to roll and which can easily be seen by

the tow plane pilot, winch or car driver.
It must be clearly understood that any-
one at the launch point seeing a glider
over-run should shout out stop to the
signaller and on hearing a shout of stop
the pilot must always release. This
ensures that if the launch does continue
the pilot is fully aware that he has a
hang-up. The pilot should keep the stick
hard forward and try not to let the air-
craft leave the ground. If the launch con-
tinues, keeping the stick hard forward
will ensure a recovery from the steep
climb if the cable breaks. Remember, if
this happens you may have a few feet or
half a mile of cable still attached to your
glider. The drag of the cable on the
ground may be very high so if possible
pick up plenty of speed and land ahead.

Once launched the essential thing is to
keep slack in the cable by using air-
brakes and circling or S-turning over the
winch. Do not assume that the winch or
car driver has guillotined or released the
cable.

Keep over open area

If the cable comes tight or catches in a
tree or object on the ground the glider
will be pulled into an ever-steepening
dive requiring a severe snatch to break
the cable or weak link. A dangling cable
may catch and pull you into the ground
at any time until you are safely down, so
keep over an open area and get down
quickly, flying a fast approach speed.

With a modern glider having the
wheel well ahead of the C of G, it may
not be obvious that the rope is jammed
in the wheel. In this case the first indica-
tion of trouble will be the glider sud-
denly nosing over into an ever-steepen-
ing dive, A steady pull on the stick may
not break the cable; a quick turn might
produce some slack, but otherwise the
cable must be broken with a severe
snatch. In our briefing we recommend
pushing forward for a few seconds to
slacken the cable and build up speed, fol-
lowed by a rapid pull out to try to break
the weak link or a weak point in the
cable.

At Lasham all our students are given a
briefing about hang-ups and over-runs
when they are briefed about cable break
procedures and this is signed for in their
logbooks. 1 wonder if this is a common
practice at other clubs? B
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THE DAY OF THE GAGGLE

IVOR SHATTOCK

A dearth of good gliding weather this
spring made even a few hours soaring
memorable and so it was when the gag-
gle flying week arrived. Ken Stewart,
national coach, came with the BGA
Twin Astir and a car boot crammed full
of the latest gadgetry for teaching mere
mortals things like final glide and com-
puter cockpit games.

And didn’t we need them! Monday
was very wet — have you noticed that
Mondays aren’t what they used to be?
One could depend on a Monday at work
in office or workshop being a superb
gliding day. Not any more.

Gather errant flock

This one was no exception so the day
was spent learning the ways of the gaggle
pilot. My role was to help Ken gather his
errant flock and advise on the local
weather lore. Apparently Ken had on
one occasion flown three O/Rs in one
day, each time with a gaggle! This was
going to be a new experience! Since we
often flew in company — we had flown
to Ammanford and back in a trio on a
sea breeze front a few weeks previously
— any new techniques to keep groups
together would be welcome.

“Your rabble joined my gaggle”.

However Tuesday dawned fair and
bright and then went grotty as did
Thursday but two days were of soarable
quality. Having practised follow my
leader around the circuit through the
sink to the ground (Hugh, Astir 214) we
were ready for big things.

Wednesday saw my gaggle of three
assembled over Raglan and moving to
Monmouth where we became four. We
were myself (PIK 20), Earl (Jantar 2),
John (Jantar 18m) and Paul (DG-200).

Apart from Paul's inability to climb
we had no trouble keeping together and
rounding the TP of Hereford before
heading for Shobdon. Here the cloud-
scape looked dismal so further progress,

although possible, seemed fraught.

You know it's quite a responsibility
leading a gaggle. Although it's every man
for himself when a predetermined height
level is reached, one is still inclined to
choose the soft option.

And so it was on the final glide from
Hereford. On the one hand one could
glide over broken countryside and a dark
large spent cumulus cloud or try around
it via arable areas.

I dismissed the gaggle and headed
around the cloud with the DG-200 fol-
lowing, as he put it, *“in the low tow posi-
tion.” We didn't make it but landed
safely whilst the two Jantars got home
easily.

Never mind, there was the big day to
come! Friday looked better so the task

was the M4 M50 junction and Hereford,

making it 130km,
As Ken had yet to marshal a gaggle
he assembled Hugh (Astir) and Eric
(Libelle) and elected to launch first. By
the time he had gathered his gaggle we
were launching ours with my old Club
Libelle 773, flown by Dave as a new par-
ticipant.
Jolly Ho off we go. By the time we
reached Monmouth it was organised
chaos!
Two gaggles — one frequency, 130.4,
“Maypole gaggle on track”
(That's mine)

“48 getting behind”
(Ken’s)

“Keep out of my turn”
(Ken 97)

“Acknowledge”
(97)

“Breaking left Maypole”
(Me)

“I've only got 1300"
(48 Ken’s)

“Carry on”
(Ken)

and so it went on.

“Who is that?”
(Someone near London)

bt B

lloh’!

“773, do you know your gaggle has

turned for home?”

(Ken)
[(Nol’
(773)

Finally we caught up the orderly trio
and seven gliders were in a gaggle of
gaggles at Ledbury.

In the words of the national coach,
“Your rabble came and joined my gag-

gle.” At the TP it was every man for
himself to go home or whatever. Can
you imagine it, three gliders in the same

Strip became thinner.

grass strip becoming thinner and thinner
under the plough?

Imagine the confusion when on land-
ing the pilot you have been flying with
turns out to be someone else? We had
pollinated Ken's gaggle with our Libelle
(Dave) whilst their Libelle (Eric) has
sneaked away to his own field landing.
Presumably he got fed up doing right-
hand circles to his much preferred left.

Returned via traffic lights

Meanwhile Maypole gaggle, sorry,
rabble did the honourable thing and
returned to the site, admittedly via the
traffic lights at Monmouth, and set about
hitching up the other menage a troi trail-
ers.

At the field there was less confusion
now, four pilots, three gliders, three
retrieve cars, three drivers — no trailer
key. Perhaps someone had already put a
glider inside and locked it up! Then we
would be in a mess, four gliders, three
trailers, four ...

In the end all was well. We got the
gliders stowed and set off for Usk.

Our day was not complete however as
on the run down into Monmouth we
espied the Jantar (John) trailer in two.
Split like an eggshell vertically down the
middle with both ends on the floor —
like our gaggle really.

Within the hour half the entire club
members had diverted traffic, fetched a
trailer, loaded the Jantar and dragged it
off to safety. So ended John's 300km
attempt.

Now, if he’s been in my gaggle that
day — but then you can't gaggle on a
300km badge flight. Just as well too,
we should have known two's company,
three’s a crowd and four a rabble.

When are you coming back Ken? &
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SOARING’S SUPER STAR

CHRIS RIDDELL reviews Happy to Fly by Ann Welch, published by John
Murray at £10.50 and available from the BGA at £10.95 including pé&p.

That Ann Weich has written her autobiogra-
phy. Happy to Fly is an event. Full of inci-
dent and often very funny, it is a damn good
read thal describes the formative years of the
sport of soaring flight. There is no doubt that
Ann's contribution has been immense as an
instructor, adminstrator and publicist. Her
work has been recognised by the award of
the CBE and MBE and by the FAl's Gold
medal.

Born in London but brought up in Surrey,
Ann's early life was influenced by her visits to
stay with her aunt in Devon. Henry William-
son, the author, lived close by and often vis-
ited the house — sometimes entering by the
window. It was he who first showed the 15
year-old girl the gannets and falcon flying the
Devon cliffs. He must have recognised some-
thing unusual in the girl who talked to him of
areoplanes and her desire to fly. Henry did
not laugh as others did at these ideas,
instead he discussed them with her. He
admired the models that she had made.

Studied drawing

gliders, a winch and retrieve car and just paid
for the printing. Ann was the first and only
instructor. She was 21.

The ciub flourished and Ann took up skiing.
With other members of the Surrey Club she
atiended three ski holidays organised by the
Anglo German foundation in Southern Ger-
many. On one occasion she met Rudolf
Hess. She was impressed with his dreamy
eyes but not his skiing.

On the outbreak of war, her husband, for
now she had married Graham Douglas, was
posted to RAF Carlisle to command. She fol-
lowed him, but when Graham was posted to
a Fighter OTU she applied to join the ATA
and was accepted by No 5 Ferry Pool at Hat-
field. She had about 65 hours in her logbook.

The unconventional child who cycled to
Biggin Hill to watch the silver biplanes and
prepared her own plans for the models she
made for each type of light aircraft of the day,
was clearly going to be difficult to place in life.
She disliked her school but showed some
aptitude for drawing. Following an introduc-
tion by Henry Williamson, her parents sent
her to Cheshire to study drawing with Charles
Tunnicliffe. They hoped that this would lead
her Interest away from aircraft but down the
road from the Tunniclitfe's was the Lanca-
shire Aero Club . . .

On returning to Surrey she managed to get
sufficient funds together to take a flying
course, As it was cheaper to leam to fly at
Bamstaple, she spent a summer there and
went solo in a DH Moth in September 1934,
At home after the flying course she joined the
Brooklands Aero Club and her description of
the carefree life of the dawn patrols, the par-
ties — Pimms was the No. 1 drink — are a
reminder of the days that led up to the Sec-
ond World War.

Ann’s first experience of gliding occurred
when she took part in a course at Dunstable
run by the Anglo German Foundation. She
soon became proficient and it was not long
before she was helping those who were just
starting with hops down the Dunstable slope.

She was then living in South London, Ham
Common, and the journey fo Dunstable was
demanding. She realised that there was a
need for a gliding club to the south of the cap-
ital. She was successful in her approach to
Graham Douglas, the proprietor of Redhill
Airfield, and he agreed to put up £300 to start
the Surrey Gliding Club. That sum bought two

The two chapters covering the period in the
ATA are paricularly fascinating. She flew
some 27 different types of aircraft from Tiger
Moths and Spitfires to Hurricanes, Blenheims
and Wellingtons. She ferried over 100 Spit-
fires from the small assembly factories set up
on minimal airfields over the south of England
to the maintenence units where the guns and
radios were fitted.

Sense of caution

She describes one Spitfire delivery from
Chattishill near Stockbridge to Coleme where
the cloudbase was 300ft and visibility 700yd.
The sense of caution these activities
developed served her well and twelve months
later she was the only pilot left alive among
those she had joined at Hatfield. If the Surrey
Club had been her secondary education, then
the ATA was her university. It formed in her
the ideas that were to play so important a
part in the instruction of glider pilots when
she served as chalrman of the Instructor's
Panel. The BGA system of instruction was
accepted world wide as the standard to sel.

She left the ATA after rather more than two

years to have her first child, Vivienne. The
second, Elizabeth followed a year or so later,
while Janet was born some time later. As
soon as hostilities ceased she and Wg Cdr
Douglas resumed their pre-war activities at
Redhill.

The Surrey GC was one of the first 1o
resume flying after the war. Initially without
equipment, it started with a nucleus of five
members. Ann's story of how they acquired
the Weihe and research contracts to develop
sailplanes — they had a Cirrus engined Aus-
ter — to bring the club back to life makes
excellent reading.

She is very frank in her description of how
she became the British team manager for the
1948 Intemational meeting at Samedan in
Switzerland. She was in the right place at the
right time. Ann continued as team manager
until 1968 but she was not elected for the
1970 Marfla meeting and went there as a
member of the intemational jury. The interna-
tional meeting of 1965 held at South Cerney
in Gloucestershire was Ann's high point. She
was the competition director and principal
organiser. The great success of the meeting
was due in no small part to Ann's ability to
pick the right people to help run the organisa-
tion and letting them get on with it once she
was satisfied that they knew what to do. To
this end her work book was a great help. It
showed her immense capacity for hard work
and attention to detail.

British delegate

Ann resigned as BGA vice-chairman after
the South Cerney meeting to devote more
time to her growing family. She continued to
chair the Instructors’ Panel and followed Phil-
lip Wills as British delegate to the CIVV.

It was a disappointment that the BGA
declined to confirm her membership of CIVV
Council when the ailing Pirat Gehringer,
whom she greatly admired, was about to
retire as president. As president elect she
had hoped to follow Gehringer but the Ameri-
can Bill Ivans did so. He had no wish to lose
the good sense and experience of Ann Welch
and he invited her to become the chairman of
the Intemational Jury. In this capacity she
attended the intemational meetings and her
descriptions of them give a wealth of anec-
dote and her sense of fun is very evidenl.

In 1972 the BGA had started to take a
benevolent interest in hang gliding. But the
two activities of soaring and hang gliding
developed separately. On its formation Ann
was invited to become president of the British
Hang Gliding Association. Her activities at
CIVV were exitended to Include this as well.

I suspect she was a little surprised fo find the
same eager enthusiasm among the hang
glider pilots that she had found so attractive

258

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




among soaring pilots thity years before. It
was, she says, like writing the rules for gliding
all over again. There was one difference:
unlike soaring she did not fly hang gliders
extensively. Instead she took a few flights to
familiarise herself with it.

Hang gliding did one more thing for Ann. It
brought her a wider circle of friends through-
out the world. There is a delightful account of
staying with FAI colleague Bob Purves and
his wife and of flying in their Cessna float
plane to the Canadian lakes, there to picnic
and fish in the remoteness of the Canadian
summer.

Has the real Ann Welch stood up out of
these pages? | think so. She is there,
shadowy, elusive, but there nevertheless. Her
simple style of writing and direct approach to
problems remind me that hers is an aviation
culture. The work is done within the defined
limits and that is an end to it. Her explanation
of her decision after a flight with Alvarez
Orleans de Borbon of Spain to stop flying at
the age of 60 showed her objectivity. She still
held the British women's distance record, and
she did not wish to do something by incapac-
ity or il judgment that might damage an
aeroplane or sailplane and thus break the
near perfect relationship that she has had
with them.

Some see Ann Welch as an enigma: a
power seeker in a man's world. There is, |
suppose that risk when young women are
allowed to fly Spitfires in wartime. Had she
wanted the glory, she might have flown the
Nationals to win as Ann Burns did. This

would have led the way to the Intemationals.
She did fly in the 1956 meeting at Camphill,
with Lome Welch in the back seat of the
Eagle. Her interest was influence. The influ-
ence that is the counterbalance to the power
of men, a role that women have played since
the beginning of time.

Ann Welch has a very simple message: "It
is always more fun to do something than to
be somebody." In her rationale of her attitude
to instruction she makes it clear that people
have to think for themselves if they are to be
able to control their situation and enjoy it. She
emphasises the importance of leaming to fly
at an early age as she did. In hang gliding
and microlight she sees the means to cheap
flying. | feel, myself, that she under-estimates
the technical difficulties.

Not enough family detail

Now this is a book about flying. As an
autobiography, | would criticise it because we
are told very little about her family. | would
like to have known the name of her mother
and father, and where they came from. What
did her father do apant from those years in
the Army? Although she says that money
was sometimes scarce, they were comfort-
able, and she always had enough 1o leamn to
fly and to run a small car. What happened to
brother John who went to public school and
then no more is told? | would like to have
known more of her aunt in Devon, at Tor-
cross. Was she eponymous? What has hap-

pened to Graham Douglas? We are told that
they lived apart for five years before she mar-
ried Lome Welch. She is also uncommunica-
tive about the progress of her daughters. |
would like to have read more about them.
Behind the persona there is a very private
person.

So could Ann Welch have happened at any
other time? | think not. She needed the
affluent and relatively open society of the thir-
ties in which to develop. The war glamor-
ised flying and created a large number of
people who wanted to take it up. Many found
in soaring the means to do so. She perceived
the need and had the inclination of the aris-
tocrat to start at the top and the ability to stay
there for forly years. Her intuition guided in
her choice of able support for the Nationals
and Internationals, and she was a good lis-
tener. She is very bright but in today’s world
no girl without O or A levels would be
accepted as a pilot. She is an efficient execu-
tive, but one bom a generation or so later
might well have been inhibited in this by the
ideas of her time. In her enthusiasm and
humour she Is uniquely Southern English.

Now a grandmother who went as a deck-
hand on a sailing ship in her sixties, she still
retains that zest for life and that interest in the
things that still have to be done. The girl who
went to fly on a motorbike now walks with
princes but has never lost the common touch.
Be it at Cirencester this year, or in a packed
hangar in darkness of an Icelandic
December, she still has the power to enthrall.
She is our Soaring Super Star.

Now Get Out of That — in a glider

CATRIONA TAIT, the 15 year-old member of a gliding family, describes how two
Scottish clubs became Iinvolved this summer with making a television programme

Recently our small Scottish gliding club (High-
land) and RAF Kinloss GC had the unique
opportunity to assist in the making of the
television series “Now Get Out of That". For
the uninformed this programme choses two
teams, one from America and one from Bri-
tain and gives them an aim. The contestants
follow a gruelling 36hr course of physical and
intellectual tests. You may well ask what glid-
ers or pilots had to do with this!

Something more original

In the previous series the contestants were
flown-in by helicopter and dropped into water
but the BBC wished something more originall
The task appeared simple or so we thought.
The contestants would be given parachutes,
strapped in a glider and flown to a field near
fo the “research station” (this being Brackla
distillery). The unsuspecting contestants
wera Informed that they would jump with
parachutes but of course no one was risking
tallplanes or canopies.

After a great deal of fuss and bother which
lwon't go into and many lengthy and expen-
sive telephone calls to and from Birmingham
Pebblemill studios, it was arranged for two
RAF two-seaters (a K-21 and a K-13) and our
Bocian 1€ to be launched from Dalcross Air-

port at 6.30am and to land at Rosefield where
the contestants would be dispatched to
rescue a chemist?! So Jim Tait, his ever-
willing offspring, with Angela Veitch and Alan
Clark left their beds at 3am on Monday,
June 6. Destination Dalcross.

We assembled along with Mick Simmonds
and Oscar Constable, the Kinloss pilots, at
5am at Dalcross. The weather untypically
was perfect, the gliders lined up on time. The
BBC made their arrival with four enthusiastic
British contestants (they knew they wouldn't
be jumping out). Nothing could go wrong or
could it? The tug Sierra Alfa was late due to a
drop in oil pressure and it costs £10 000 an
hour for a camera crew! Finally that sweet
sound “Sierra Alfa cleared for landing” float-
ed across the air. Apart from a Dan-Air
flight to London there were no other delays
and all three gliders with their televised pilots
were safely en route for Rosefield. The rest of
us made all speed o meet them. Unfortu-
nately we missed the landings but witnesses
said that there was some spectacular flying,
aeroplanes included!

The BBC, having departed, left us the prob-
lem of launching through a 30 yard gap in a nil
wind — | was fascinated by the Bocian's 90°
turn at 50ft! The gliders were safely bedded

down among their powered compatriots at
Dailcross ready for Thursday when we were
greeted by a terrified American foursome.
They had spent the previous day learning
how to bale out and since one of the girls had
broken a leg in a previous parachute jump,
they were to say the least apprehensive. |
suppose our “Paras” imitations didn’t help!
The weather was satisfactory and guess
what? The tug was late due to bad weather!
TV licences are on the up!

| believe the landings were less spectacu-
lar this time but now we had a new problem.
To take-off into wind would mean passing
over the farmhouse with no let out if things
went wrong. At least if things went wrong the
other way there was only a fence to clear and
300 yards longer ground run. Eventually tug
pilot, Mick Orr, organised John Macfarlane in
the Bocian to take off downwind across the
fence and they made it. The RAF gliders did
not get off till the next day and incidentally, or
should | say unincidentally, they towed out
over the house with at least 10ft to spare!

We flew briefly at Dallachy but retired at
lunch to the pub in a state of nervous exhaus-
tion. A job well done, particularly by the pilots.
Look out for us In April 1984 — we're the
ones who do it quietly!

December 1983/January 1984

259




GLIDING OPPORTUNITIES OVERSEAS

A marked feature of S&G in recent years has been the increasing number of articles inspired by
British pilots flying abroad, which obviously reflects the trend towards greater opportunities to travel.
But just what is the chance of the casual flight wedged in between the family holiday or business
trip? This issue we have accounts from ALISON CAMPBELL, LAURENCE MATTHEWS and CHRIS
LYTTELTON who happened to call in on clubs without making elaborate prior arrangements.

Experiences of California

This May | visited three Califomian gliding
sites, and | would like to offer some brief
impressions of Californian soaring from the
point of view of a Brit touring sans sailplane.

Before leaving England, | wrote to several
“gliderports” on my track from Hawaii to Tuc-
son, Arizona, requesting information about
tow prices, check rides, sleeping arrange-
ments etc. | had several rather daunting
replies from gliderport secretaries, enclosing
glossy brochures and ending with phrases like
“Thank you for your interest”, or "We hope you
will fty with us soon!" My British gliding certifi-
cate would not be acceptable, but a student
pilot cerificate could be issued (usually on
site) without FAA paperwork, which would
enable me to fly solo. Would | please bring my
logbook: | never travel abroad without it!

My apprehension about the atmosphere at
American gliding sites was unfounded; the
operators are mostly instructors themselves
and have tremendous enthusiasm. They are
in the flying business not because it is lucra-
tive, but because flying is their life. Almost all
gliding operations are run commercially: any
clubs which do exist are more or less just large
British-style syndicates, who have problems
getting launched and so fly from commercial
gliderports anyway. There are rates for hire of
aircraft and for instructors' time (which
includes ground briefing), as well as for tows;
instructors and aircraft are bookable.

No “club feeling”

This leads to a rather different approach to
the sport, the pattern of training and atmos-
phere on the airield are particularly so. In
many ways the latter is very pleasant! No
launch queues, no waiting about (except for
the weather!), no hangar packing — the air-
craft are for the most part left tied down out-
side. On the other hand, there is no “club feel-
ing": very few people are in syndicates and
owing to the booking system there is some-
times a shortage of bodies around to help rig,
or to collect you from a field 300 miles away!
The aircraft and buildings tangibly “belong to
someone else’.

Training is almost exclusively from aerotow,
and many solo after around 30 flights (though
this could mean 15hrs!). However after solo,
new pilots are on their own — most people
don't take post-solo training and have to learn
soaring techniques by trial and error. To fly
cross-country, it is necessary to have your
own aircraft, and many people jump straight
fram a 13m Schwelzer 1-26 with a L/D of 25:1
fo a glass-fibre flapped glider.

But they certainly do get the soaring

weather! Every type of lift you can think of is
there; some sites seem to have everything.
Ten knot thermals and 20kt waves are com-
mon — one pilot told me he wouldn't dream of
stopping for anything less than 4kt! My first
stop, Tehachapi (near Bakersfield), is a beaut-
iful site; the atmosphere is professional, but
relaxed and enthusiastic. The owners' fleet is
entirely metal — Blaniks and Schweizers.
Everyone was very sorry that the weather
didn't come up to Californian scratch and
didnt, in fact, produce much of anything while
| was there!

Impressive mountains

My second stop was Hayward, in the Bay
Area near San Francisco. It was the weekend,
a fairish day, and the airfield was full of laid-
back young Califomians, pop cans, radios,
chewing gum and Space Invaders. The
immediate area was festooned with power
cables and a ride in an 1S-28s was going to
cost around $70, so all things considered, |
decided not to fly there. But again, the site is
beautiful, with some impressive south-west
facing mountains only a couple of miles away.

My final stop was California City, where the
world altitude record was set. This site
recently had 13 good wave days out of 30. It's
near the northern edge of the Mojave Desen,
just five miles or so downwind of the
Tehachapi mountains and the end of the
Sierra Nevada range. If you like scrub deser,
this place is fantastic. After a check ride in an
IS-28s in the roughest conditions I've flown in
(and in the company of jets from neighbouring
Edwards Air Force Base!), | set off to do a little
blue thermalling — not a cloud in the sky. After
half an hour of lumpy scraping about, I ran into
a huge bubbly area of lift. | was at 70001t and
just thinking, what a curious thermal, when
everything went smooth and at 14kt | shot up
to 12 500ft — a monster wave was lurking
almost directly over the field. However, having
no oxygen, no barograph, no camera and not
much daylight, | descended, much against the
efforts of the air to prevent this! During my
flight, the wind had veered 45° and was now
perpendicular o the mountains; the conditions
had become classic. At dusk, an enormous
text-book roll cloud many miles long formed in
the lee of the Tehachapis and the manager
started muttering something about two-seater
distance attempts.

The following day, the wind had backed
again; it was very strong and rough, but at 45°
to the mountains. No one was surprised to see
no sign of the wave. However, by the after-
noon, wispy rolor clouds began forming
upwind and my friend and | set off to explore in
the Astir Twin Il — with oxygen and camera!
After a very interesting tussle with the rotor, on

tow (just), we contacted the wave and rode it
to 24 500ft, eventually topping out when the
Twin's /D coliapsed at 75kt — the air was still
going up. Needless o say, the view was mag-
nificent, with the Sierras unfolded upwind and
to the north, the Mojave with its salt lakes
spread out to the south and east, and beautiful
lenticulars forming and dissipating way below.
Later on, and with much more —
amorphous — cloud around, | went back to
25 000ft in the Pilatus, complete with loaned
barograph, and at the top, headed crosswind
to EAFB. The other direction looked very
unlandable and strictly for the locals (in fact
the whole area is prefty grim). After a time, |
found | couldn't feel my feet up to the knees,
let alone the rudder pedals, so raced back to
the airfield looking for sink (honest!). Not find-
ing any, | let down through some incredible
turbulence, with gusts taking the Pilatus from
just above the stall to Max rough air — | was
very thankful for that good strong oilcan!

A 500 mile flight that day would have been
no problem at all. Goodness knows how
strong the wave would have been if the wind
hao been perpendicular to the mountains.
When | got down, | apologised to the tug piiot
for almost having both of us upside down: "No
problem at all”, he said, “Hardly noticed you",
There Is a Californian who is really laid-back!

I think it is fair to say that my impressions of
soaring in America are very good. You lose in
some areas, but gain in many others. Training
is purposeful, efficient, but limited, and the
cost is rather higher than here, unless you
own your own aircraft (in which case,
aerotows cost about the same). With two
days of such fantastic flying | didn't regret a
cent of the $135 it cost me! | know where I'm
headed the next time I'm in the western USA.

ALISON CAMPBELL

Gliding in Germany
An early solo pilot finds a sudden opportun-
ity to spend two weeks in Germany. Should
the logbook get packed along with the tooth-
brush? After visiting four gliding clubs around
Cologne my answer would be a definite yes.

My first visit was to the Bayer Leverklsen
club, which | tracked down after a glider flew
over the autobahn | was driving along. This
club is heavily subsidised by the Bayer chemi-
cal firm who, not satisfied with this contribu-
tion, also help by kicking off thermals from
their huge works across the road.

| spent the moming chatting in between the
inevitable glider-pushing and picked up some
German gliding vocabulary. Did you know that
the most widely-used word for thermal is
“part" meaning “beard"? When | asked why,
one lad said that perhaps it was because
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somebody had thought thermals looked like
beards. Well, ask a silly question . . . And then
it was my tumn to fly. So there | was in the rear
seat of a K-13, ready for my first flight abroad.
Predictably, it was all in sink but the second
turned out 1o be the best flight | had in Ger-
many, out to a power station 23km away and
back

The second club | visited was at Hangelar
aifield, near Bonn. Perhaps | should say the
second to eighth clubs inclusive since Hange-
lar out-Lashams Lasham by having no less
than seven clubs all based at the same air-
field. This is the only place | turned up to twice,
once during the week and once at the
weekend. At weekends there are three two-
cable winches operating in parallel as well as
an aerotow queue so that what with all the
light powered aircraft also using the airfield
you have to keep your eyes open.

In the aftemoon | found that even Germans
are not immune to wind changes and the
operation of changing ends when you have
Ihree winches and about 50 gliders on the field
is something to behold. (Question: How do
six people and one car get three gliders to the
other end of the field? Answer: Form a train,
roping the second and third gliders to the tail-
skid of the one in front. And three gliders is by
no means a record, either.)

More like home

Lindlar, out in the rolling hilis of the Sauer-
land to the east of Cologne, felt more like
home: no huge spotless hangars here, only a
bumpy field with lots of mud. In fact they went
one better than Ringmer and had cowpats as
well. There were even old tyres to plonk on the
glider wings, a custom that was sadly absent
elsewhere. A modest operation, Lindlar; just
the one winch.

As with all sites | visited, glider retrieve was
by hand and it seems to be the done thing for
almost everybody at launch point to partici-
pate even if this means that there are more
than a dozen people retrieving one glider. The
cables are hauled back to the launch point by
a vehicle which is usually an ancient and artis-
tically painted VW Beetle and which is widely
referred to as a Lepo. (Legend has it that in
olden days it used to be predominantly old
Opels that performed this job).

The fourth and final club | managed to get to
(after the conference which was the main
reason/excuse for my being in Germany) was
at Langenfeld between Cologne and Dissel-
dorf. This is another club with financial sup-
port; in this case the Land (Federal State) had
chipped in with some two million DM to help
buy the field. The club has been established at
this site for two years and already have a very
impressive hangar, workshop and clubhouse
facilities. As was the case at Leverkisen, a
strip for landing had been marked out. The
attitude towards landing aircraft is fairly casual
as long as the landing strip is clear — there's
no stopping vehicles on the field while aircraft
are on the approach or anything like that. In
fact at one time the tug aircraft landed (slightly
downwind)} on the landing strip while about 30
yards 1o one side a winch launch was taking
place In the opposite direction.

In general | found everybody friendly. As
over here, people are happy to chat and ans-
wer questions, especially if willingness is

shown in pushing gliders about and helping in
general. Interest was shown as soon as it
transpired that | was English and only
diminished marginally when they found out
that | didn't know George Lee after all. Prices
for a winch launch varied from free to 15DM
(around £3.50) but with the accent on free.
Even the place charging 15DM more than
redeemed itself by lefting me have a free ride
in a Cessna. On my second visit to Hangelar |
got cleared to go solo, but as that was about
the last flight of the day and | was leaving the
area early the next moming, | never did fly by
myself over there. Clearly all you people with
Bronze Cs and above will have few problems
should you go over and fly in Germany. Being
able to speak the language cerainly helped,
but this would be by no means a necessity,
especially in the big centres, and frequently
people are only too happy to practise their
English.

Saw what could happen

And, finally, the most “exciting” incident |
saw was at Langenfeld and it convinced me
that the little game we play between pilot and
handler of reciting “canopy closed and locked,
airbrakes closed and locked”’ is a good idea
after all. Until now, the airbrakes half of this is
the one | have heard mostly emphasised; now
| have seen what can happen when canopies
get forgotten about,

A Speed Astir is being launched on aero-
tow. A wingtip touches the ground soon after
“all out” and the pilot is unable to lift it, so he
pulls off into a graceful groundioop. Up goes
the canopy, but the pilot is pushed back to the
launch point still sitting in the cockpit while the
tug turns round and taxies back. The rope is
re-attached, the pilot no doubt still having his
mind on groundioops. Aerotow, take two.
About 50ft up and maybe threequarters of the
way down the field, it happens. The canopy,
hinged at the rear, flies open. Before it
wrenches off completely, tearing a chunk out
of the fuselage as it goes, the drag pulls the
glider up into a steep climb and the rope
breaks. This all happens in a couple of sec-
onds. At the launch point there is just time to
realise that something is wrong and then there
is this glider where it shouldn't be, with bits
flying off.

The next ten seconds go by in slow motion.
Ahead, a pine forest starts alt the field bound-
ary and there is no room for a straight-ahead
landing. We watch the glider regain flying
speed and wonder where it's going to land.
Everybody around me stares in horrified sil-
ence as it starts a wobbly turn fo the left. Adja-
cent lo the gliding site on that side are two
fields, one with a root crop, about knee height
and, a little further on, another ploughed.
Somehow the glider’s left wingtip just misses
the ground, the right wingtip just misses the
pine trees and down goes the Astir into the
root crop. There's a pause and then we're
running to the scene where we find a relatively
undamaged glider and, thankfully, an undam-
aged if rather shaken pilot. | don't want to
overdramatise this incident but it was as near
to a nasty crash as | want to see for some time
and a reminder to early solo pilots like me, if
one were needed, not to skimp on the checks.
Even abroad!

LAURENCE MATTHEWS

A visit to South Africa

A business trip fo South Africa in March left
me with a free weekend — too good an oppor-
tunity to miss given the wonderful conditions
that were all too evident from a variety of office
windows.

| had been given the name of Carol Clifford,
secretary of the Witwatersrand Gliding Trust,
and she directed me to the club which is about
45 minutes SW of Johannesburg. There | was
installed in the Twin Astir for a check flight by
Dave Boome, CFl, after reading various medi-
cal notes. These are necessary, for as the site
is 52001t asl, and with very high temperatures,
dehydration can be a major problem. As we
pulled off tow at 1600ft into smooth 5kt litt,
Dave muttered bleakly something about a low
cloudbase. As this was 10.30am and it was
already 12 0001t asl and rose during the day to
14 000ft asl, | suspected a leg pull. t was only
after the comment had been repeated by a
number of other club members that the truth
dawned — this was merely a mediocre day in
this gliding Mecca.

Dave checked me out to fly the club Astir,
and a very pleasant hour ensued, spoilt only
by having to come down to let somebody else
have a go. However, such is the hospitality,
that my flying for the day had still not ended.
Grant Jenkins, owner of the original demons-
trator Janus C, had heard that there was a
visitor about and landed to give me another
flight with Dave Boome in his glider. The two-
seater flights totalled just under two hours and
with the hour in the Astir this doubled my
hours for the winter.

Building new clubhouse

Every Saturday the barbecue is lit for a
“Braai", and convivial conversation becoming
slightly blurred as the evening progresses.
The club has recently moved to its new site at
Donaldson Dam, near Westemn Area, and the
members are building a new clubhouse. Plans
are in hand for a swimming pool, and imp-
atient syndicate partners can windsurf on the
dam while waiting for the latest 500km to be
completed. The club fleet consists of three
tugs (180 Super Cubs), the Twin Astir, two
K-7s and an Astir, while the 30 privately
owned aircraft include a Ventus, LS-4,
ASW-20, two Janus and a second Twin Astir,

Sunday was a repeat of the Saturday, mar-
red by the discovery that good lift can be
accomplished by very strong sink. | probably
hold the record for the shortest flight from a
2000ft tow, but the locals did not seem to have
the same problem. Towards the end of the day
there was quite a display as the cross-country
types returned at high speed, dumping water-
ballast.

I can thoroughly recommend that anyone
who is lucky enough to be within the area at a
weekend calls Carol Clifford — 615 2461 from
Johannesburg — as this was an entirely
enjoyable experience. Many thanks to all con-
cerned.

CHRIS LYTTELTON

Make sure of your copy of S&G by taking
out an annual subscription. Detalls on
p254.
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WEATHER SATELLITE RECEIVER

KEITH MITCHELL writes about a system for
displaying weather pictures and facsimile charts

Earlier this year at the BGA Weekend at
Cirencester, | managed to borrow for demon-
stration a fascinating piece of gear which took
recordings of weather satellite transmissions
and turned them into pictures on a television
screen, The complete outfit was borrowed for
the 15 Metre Nationals at Booker and live pic-
tures from Meteosat were available for the
first half of the competition which allowed
everyone lo see immediately why conditions
were so awful,

| have now assembled my own system in a
reasonably transportable form which is, |
hope, sturdy enough to survive the average

Ken's own system.

gliding competition. The diagram shows the
equipment involved. The 1.2 metre portable
dish aerial is made from segments of
aluminium sheet pop-riveted together but an
alternative construction could use moulded
GRP covered with kitchen foil. The first piece
of electronics converts the Meteosat signal at
1700MHz to a more manageable frequency
of about 137MHz. It is mounted as close to
the aerial as possible and is fitted in a
weatherproof box. This is a professional item

made by SSB Electronics in Germany.

The 137MHz VHF FM receiver was mod-
ified from a kit produced by Ambit Interna-
tional and described in an aricle in Radio
and Electronics World'. It is crystal controlled
on up to six channels and can receive signals
from the American and Russian Polar orbiting
satellites as well as Meteosat.

The scan converter is an electronic FAX
machine with the disadvantage that it does
not produce permanent pictures, but its pic-
ture quality can only be equalled by very
expensive machines which use photographic
techniques. The signal picture information,
which comes in at four lines a second, is
converied to digital form and stored in com-
puter type integrated circuit (silicon chip)
memories. Circuitry similar to that in video
games and home computers reads the infor-
mation out of memory and presents it in the
form of a standard video signal which can be
viewed on a monitor or, after going through a
VHF modulator, a standard television set.

Meteosat is a geo-stationary satellite in a
fixed position over the Equator at zero lon-
gitude so setting up the dish aerial is very
simple. In south-east England it points due
south with an elevation of about 30°. Visible
light, infra-red and water vapour pictures are
transmitted regularly throughout the day while
at night the visible light pictures are omitted.
The pictures are particularly easy to use, as
the continental outlines are added by the
computer at the satellite’s controlling ground
station in Germany.

As the scan converter is readily switched to
decode various facsimile formats, | have also
used it to display weather charts transmitted
by Met stations on long and short wave
bands, and have made a simple receiver for
the long wave transmissions from Paris and
Offenbach?.

ground station system

T GHE @ 137 MHz
CONVERTER

OUHF Ch.36 to TV

COMPOSITE B/W 1o
MONITOR & VTR,
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A further development which | am pursuing
is the use of a video tape recorder 1o record a
sequence of Meteosat pictures which are
updated half-hourly, and to animate them so
as to estimate the rate of movement of
weather systems.

Detailed technical information on the set-up
is available from the appended references, or
| may be contacted through the BGA office.
Throughout the development of this project |
have had continuous supporl and encour-
agement from Ambit International of Brent-
wood, Essex.

References: 1) Radio and Electronic
World, May 1982, "UOSAT Receiver"”,
Graham Leighton; 2) Radio and Electronic
World, September 1983, “Weather Facsimile
Reception”, Keith Mitchell with additional
information given in the following Radio and
Electronic World articles — August 1982,
“Meteosat”, Terry Weatherley; August 1983,
“Digital FAX Conversion”; and March 1983
and August 1983, "Polar Orbiting Satellites”,
Terry Weatherley.

The actual cost was about £500 to £600,
making as many paris from kils as possible,
and the box was acquired from the local elec-
tronics junkshop.

DISTANZ

AS USED AND
LIKED BY THE
WHOLE BRITISH
TEAM AND OTHER
TOP TEAMS AT
WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIPS

Prepare for the winter
NOW
Is the time to fit a
FLETTNER 2000
rotary ventilator
Maintains a constant flow of
fresh air through your trailer

The system which provides:

Ggeeieo

PESCHGES WINS

BRITISH OPEN CLASS NATIONALS
with a little help from: Ralph Jones (1st)

Both flying NIMBUS 3's equipped with PESCHGES vario/flight
directors and nav. computers.

* Unsurpassable accuracy

* Unequalled T/E compensation

+* All weather reliability — world wide

* Maximum durability

* Easy installation — only pitot and static needed

d?ASSOCIATES LTD
110 Kendal Drive, Slough, Berks
54 Tor Bryan, Ingatestone, Essex

John Taylor (2nd)

Tel: 0753-31796
Tel: 027735-2418
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'WELL AND TRULY KIPPERED!

The story of the 1983 Standard Class Nationals at Husba_nds Bosworth from August 13-21 by
JOHN WILLIAMSON. Kipper: “fish ... cured by suspension in smoke for several days.”

Anyone who has flown a sailplane in August,
south of about Sunderland, knows all about
stubble fires. When 45 of us Brits and one
brave Frenchman assembled at Hus Bos on
August 13 we might have known what was in
store!

The newly extended clubhouse was used
for briefing and very civilised it was 100. New
briefing boards in virgin blue, yellow and red
on purest matt black; plenty of tables and
chairs (but pilots only, please — it still isn't
that big); good acoustics and a good team.
Director Frank Davies set his mark early on
by decisive answers to the usual crop of
questions posed by pilots who hadn't read
the rules. Claude Woodhouse sel the tasks
— and got a bit of stick at times, but was
usually right! — Mike Garrod arranged the
weather for our delectation and delight, with
the most pretty pictures of what the weather
might look like. He tended to be pessimistic
and one or two tasks were marginally under-
sel. The startline no-nonsense team was
headed by Eileen Cooke, whose professional
lraining occasionally showed through if we
got our procedures wrong. Nick Manley
attended to the needs of the scoring compu-
ter while Mike Smith — the other Mike Smith
— manned control, apparently without sleep
or rest for the entire week. There were many
others.

So, to the flying . . .

Day 1, Saturday, August 13

Task: 202.5km A, Dunstable, Chipping Nor-
fon,

Weather: A high over Ireland (it had been
there for weeks!) moving slowly east. Light
northerly flow, inversion at 3500ft. Started
cloudy; broke to scattered shallow cumulus.

Straight away the French ASW-19 Jook-
alike, the Centrair Pegasus 101, showed us
that it wasn't necessarily an ASW-19 fly-alike.
First and 2nd places went to Brian Spreckley
and Al Kay. Brian started later than he had
Intended because he got a negative start
(eventually) and had to turn back from 15
miles out, only o be told when he got back
that he needn't have bothered, his start was
OK after all. Apart from that he had a straight
forward flight, tuming in B2,5km/h for his
1000pts. Al Kay found it a bit bothersome
between Dunstable and Bicester, and several
pllots got swom at, at some length, on 130.1
by the parachutists at Weston on the Green.
We felt a bit grieved at this since Weston's
danger zone Is presumably not active above
2000ft at weekends. The normal NOTAM
specifies Monday to Friday. Anyhow, no one
got size twelves through the canopy and all
was well.

Third place went to Mike Smith (the other
Mike Smith!) who timed his start just right, "t
went ‘bang’ just as | crossed the startline!” Six
pilots found the photographic zone orientation
at Dunstable beyond their comprehension and
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Brian Spreckley, winner of Days 1, 4 and 7, and *'King-Kipper!" Standard Class Champion. Photo: Laurie Watts,

got penalised. Mary Charlett-Green, the only
female pilot and in her first Nationals, had a
good day, finishing well inside the first half of
the field at nearly 68km/h. Yves de la
Casiniere, our French guest who lives and
flies near Paris, managed 77.5km/h for 8th
place.

Day 2, Sunday, August 14
Task: 250km A, Winthorpe (nr Newark), Cax-
ton Gibbet.
Weather: The high had slipped SE to the
English Channel. (Sorry, Yves, La Manche.)
Slack westerly flow with instability to 5000 or
6000ft. Small amounts of cumulus and mod-
erate lo strong thermals lasting until 8pm.
This proved to be the best day of the
Comps for pure racing. Everyone got round
at speeds ranging from 93.4km/h (Mike Smith
— LS-4) to a shade under 60 (Steve Nash —
Cobra). The day devalued itself lo effectively
the difference between the two scores —
544pts. This was one of the under-set days. It
could have been 400km but no one was
inclined to grumble — we had had a super
flight. Justin Wills didn't think so however. His
82.11km/h put him at an unaccustomed 16th.
He, quote, had "A bad first leg; a bad second
leg and a bad third leg.” Gillian, added tact-
fully, “We aren't talking about today.” In spite
of his gloom, though, it cost him only one
place overall. Mike Smith now held the over-
all lead and his pleasure at this situation was
evident at briefing next day when he got one
of the biggest rounds of applause all week!
For me the flight was uneventful round to
Caxton Gibbet by which time 1 had got ahead
of the field. My one mistake was to take the

wrong stubble fire (choice of three) after
rounding the Gibbet, near St Neots. |
recorded at the time “This will lose the day
for me.” It did. Brian Spreckley chose the
right one from about a minute behind me,
rushing in at 900ft and climbing, varios peg-
ged off the clock, to 58001t for a fast glide
home. He had especially enjoyed the second
leg, philosophising afterwards, “Slightly out of
form, and you stop at the first thermal of a
street; one notch up and you wait for the sec-
ond or third, But on form and you really push
on for the good one, which you know is
there! Your 'form' Is self-fulfiling.” His
93.1km/h was achieved with less than half
ballast, all of it in one wing! On dumping a
little early on, to get his new Pagasus "“feeling
right”, one dump valve stuck open and emp-
tied its wing. He found he could circle at 40kt
one way but had to keep 45kt the other. Mar-
tyn Wells showed us why he is in the British
team by pulling up three places to 3rd overall,
and was 2nd for the day. Tony Watson, mar-
ginally the oldest pilot in the Comp, was third.
Bob Fletcher broke his Libelle on arrival and
was out of the Comp. He continued to fly hors
concours in a borrowed Astir.

Day 3, Monday, August 15
Task: A flat 148km A, Dunstable, Towcester,
Weather: A strong SW wind developed
ahead of a cold front moving south over
Scotland. Convection limited to about 4000ft.
After the very slack winds of the last three
weeks this one felt windy. So much so that
some were psyched out and pressed far too
far upwind for fear of being drifted away, los-
ing out overall. Winning speed by a very large
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margin was set by Ben Benoist at 81,5knvh.
He started early, thought he had made a mis-
take in so doing, and decided to just fly fast
and ignore weak thermals. He flew entirely
alone — the gaggles were huddling together
for company — found streets most of the way
and didn't circle much at all. His barograph
trace was a revelation. It looked as though he
had been hill soaring (at 3000ft) or as though
the instrument had stuck!

Justin Wills came home far too high and
reckoned 1o have wasted at least ten minutes
getting 1000ft more than he really needed. |
did it the other way, squeezing over the fence
with only enough to turn crosswind and land.
| wish someone could tell me if adrenalin is
good or bad for you! Phil Gaisford had the
misfortune of a collapsed wheel frame. Luck-
ily it was only a (protracted) nuts and bolts
job once he had got the bits, and he was able
to gel it done the following day . . .

.. which tumed out to be duff. Brief, hold,
rebrief, scrub. Then a whole day wet and
miserable until 1630 when the front went
through.

Day 4, Thursday, August 18

Task: 320km M, Stratford on Avon, Ludiow,
Nympsfield (clubhouse).

Weather: Yesterday's front turned round and
went back north, fortunately far enough away
to leave the Midlands in a slack south-
easterly flow, unstable to about 7000ft.

The Stratford turn was added to ensure
pilots wouldn't stray into the Birmingham
Zone. Twenty-seven got round. Mister
Speedy being Brian Spreckiey at almost
90kmvh. The computer couldn’t separate him
from Martyn Wells so they both got 1000pts,
but Brian got the hot-kipper award by just
0.02kmvh = 20m/hrl Which meansthathad they
started wings level, Brian would have crossed
the finish just BOyds ahead! Makes you think,
doesn't it? Steve White had his best day yet,
being 3rd at 87.2km/h. Dave Watt, meantime, in
Mike Carlton’'s ASW-22, plunged off into the
distance and back again to seta new UK record
for the 300km goal and return speed at some
indecent speed, showing that the gap between
aleisurelylunchand early teaneed neverbe the
sameagain—ifyou've gotforty grandto spare!

The Winner's HowlDunnit each day has a
slightly depressing effect on those that “also
flew" so for once let's have a humbler story.

Also flew ...

By 1300 the day was brewing nicely and it
was a question of guessing the best time to
slart. Away at 1330, a poor first thermal at
five miles persuaded me 1o go back. Then |
noticed tape apparently streaming from aile-
ron gaps on both wings. As the sireamers
lengthened | called the crew 1o meet me with
new tape and fresh water and landed just as
the last gaggle was leaving. Refurbished and
with half water | was on my way only half an
hour later from an excellent climb straight off
tow. No problem — until | almost landed 20
miles out without a sniff of a thermal on the
way! Dumped most of the water and promptly
went into survival mode. And that's how |
stayed, thoroughly psyched out and feeling
very much alone. Treating every thermal as
though it were the last — and to be honest it
always looked as if it were — | plodded round
Ludiow and south towards Malvern. 130.1
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Mostly it was hot and we spent a lot of ime waiting. Photo: Laurie Wars.

was very quiet and | consoled myself that at
least we were all in the same boat. And then |
heard Brian calling final glide to Hus Bos!
And me only half way round!

To cut a sad story short | crept round
Nympsfield as the proper thermals were
dying and joined Yves as we groped through
the murk looking for stubble fires. My last was
al Banbury where | shared a good black one
with felliow-kipper Brendan Chaplin in his
Cirrus. He got back. | got lost!

Day 5, Friday, August 19

Task: 186km double O/R, Kineton (nr
Gaydon), Tamworth.

Weather: A freshening ESE airflow. Initially
unstable at medium levels, by the time
ground convection began a strong inversion
had formed at 3000ft.

With the low level air already pumped full
of smoke from the day belore, on this day we
were due to get well and truly kippered! With
the corn harvest 90% cut the yeomen of Eng-
land put their homeland 1o the forch this day.
We had to use them, the thermals were
pathetic! The sun shone all day; it was hot
and murky. The sailplanes were getting tan-
ned along with the faces! Howard Jarvis won
the day, getting the edge because he follow-
ed the A5 back from Tamworth — there wasn't
much else to follow with any certainty, so
close to Birmingham's private airspace. But
he followed it at exactly the right moment to
see a frenzied burn-up getting under way
before his very eyes, which took him nicely
back to final glide height. Most of those still
airborne, and it wasn't many by this time,
were lured further east and from three miles
away couldn't have seen his good fortune.
Ted Lysakowski had his best day as well,
coming home at nearly 54kmv/h in 2nd place.
Four others completed but not everyone had
passed Y so the day was devalued lo 526pts.

John's barograph trace on Day 6.

'

Claude Woodhouse gives a field briefon Day 5.

Photo: Laurie Wa

Perhaps it's time for yet another appraisal of
the scoring system. This, our worst day, pro-
duced jusl the same effective points as the
best day, when all raced round the triangle so
easily. "Sumpin” wrong somewhere?

Day 6, Saturday, August 20

Task: 165km A, Caxton Gibbet, Henlow air-
field.

Weather: A thundery trough crossed the
area during the night, replacing the easterly
flow by a cooler southerly. After a cloudy
start the day improved fo give good soaring
conditions well into the evening.

By now kippering was in everyone'’s blood
and the route, through the granary of Eng-
land, ensured plenty of dense black smoke.
Except that preoccupation with stubble fires
might distract one from the occasional advan-
tages of more normal thermal and cloud pos-
sibilities. Today's super-kippers were LS-4s
flown by Justin Wills at 76km/h and Martyn
Wells at 73.5. The day was devalued yet
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Mike Smith grins happily after winning Day 2 to go into overalllead.
Photo: Jim Cooper.

THE TOP SIX

Their overall placings day by day. Day placings in circles

FINAL

again by the unexpectedly rapid progress of
the winner, to B72pts. Third place went to Al
Kay (Pegasus), and fourth to Warren Kay, no
relation 1o Al, and by now thoroughly used to
and enthusiastic about, the DG-300. The lat-
ter, on it's debut in England, was the
designer's own personal aircraft, loaned for
the occasion because Warren's own could not
be delivered in time. It has a blown wing in
the style of the ASW-22 and there were some
mutterings about lift-enhancement devices In
the Standard Class. But of course the blown
wing is to remove a drag-bubble from
beneath the wing, not to enhance the lift.
Warren was very happy with it and it did look
very nice and clearly had a bit of urge o it.
This one, a prototype, is about 50lb over-
weight, as is Warren by his own admission.
This day he flew with half water, about
180Ib, so effectively had 280Ib of ballast.
He felt he had a poor first leg but it bucked up
approaching Caxton Gibbet from whence he
flew a single street to Henlow. He arrived
very low, having spotted a fire nearby. He
didn’t cloud fly at all but used the cloud pat-
terns conventionally to keep his speed up.
The radio was prefty busy on 130.4 with
cloud calls and | used three clouds myself.
The barograph trace is perhaps of interest.
The consistent low points are all to stubble
fires not all of which worked as anticipated.
These fires "pulse” quite markedly, typically

'w\g" getting a bit close to home! The field next door was set alight as we waited on the grid. Pholo: Laurie Watts.

»

December 1983/January 1984

1> Spreckiey
2[> welis
3> Kay

4> wins

SD Smith
6> Benoist

every two or three minutes, so that if you
miss a “pulse” you may have to hang around
at low level for the next to gather up its skirts
and go.

Day 7, Sunday, August 21

Task: 175km O/R to alternative TPs, Ely,
Cambridge or Duxford.

Weather: The southerly flow persisted but
became more unstable. By mid-day showers
had developed, mixed in with good thermals
from mid-morning. Cloud cover increased up
to 7eths stratus at times, later.

Yesterday the startline had been almost
parallel to track, causing some bother to
pilots who, of course, cannot see exactly
where they are laterally in relation to it as
they transit from the gate. Today we had a
change, with the finish line roughly paralle!
with the inbound leg. It would pay to cross the
line at the east end, furthest from the obser-
vers. Hope they will see our fin numbers!

Head kipper today was Brian Spreckley.
He started early but 15 miles out climbed up
high in cloud and was able to come back in
VMC to recross from on high and at VNE. He
then found good streets to Duxford where he
ran for a growing cumulus. The lift built to
okt on the averager and he took it to over
90001t from where he could glide home. His
speed was almost 83km/h and the day was
again devalued by being won in under the
2'zhrs. But not by everyone. Speeds for the
finishers ranged down to 51km/h, and ten
landed out.

So it ended. The Great Kipper-Fest, 1983,
was over. We had had a good time. Undoubt-
edly the contest was vastly affected by the
stubble fires — the contestants, too. | was
still coughing a week laterl — but the diagram
perhaps shows that it wasn't unduly flukey.
Five of the first six pilots by Day 7 were in the
same segment on Day 1. From Day 3 on they
swopped places amongst themselves but by
the last day only the last swop remained, with
Brian Spreckley narrowly replacing Martyn
Wells as King Kipper, There were no out-
rageous upsets. The winners proved their
consistency, which is what matters.

We said goodbye to Hus Bos, and the
60-odd helpers who made it possible. The
beautiful task and Met boards went back into
storage for another year, another harvest
time. We packed up our tents and stole away.
By Monday moming there remained only
sun-starved patches of pale green, and an
empty, echoing clubhouse. <]
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FlNAL HESULTS DAY 1 138 DAY 2 148 DAY3 158 DAY 4 188 DAYS 19.8 DAY S 208 DAY 7 218
202.5km A 250.1km & 1481km & 320.1km ® 186.4km double OR 185.7%km & 175km O/R
Dunstable, ‘Winthorp Avon, Kinaton, Caxton Gibbet, By, Cambridge
Standard Class Chipping Norton Caxton Gibbet Towcentar Ludiaw, Nympsfield Tamworth Henlow or Duxford
Speod Pos. Pla Pos. Pis | Speed Poa. Pl | Speed Pos. Pis. | Speed Pos Pla. Pos. P Pos. Pt | Tob
Pow. Pyt Pl (Dist) (Dint) (Dist) (Diat) (Dint) (Dlst) (Dist) P
1 | Spreckley, B. T. Pegasus 8248 1 982 | *ea07 4 945 | B517 13 528 | €95 1 1000| 50.10 5 517 | E78S 5 768| 8199 {878 | Se18
2 | Wells, M. D. | LS4 77.99 & 95| 9318 2 997 | 7425 2 83| 823 2 1000| (178.2) 8 448 | 7347 2 84| sasme 7 72| S0
3 | Kay AE | Pegasus 8213 2 o978 | 8872 8 893 | 6527 12 529 | 49 5§ 958 5268 3 s2| nes 3 820| 7204 5773|5489
4 | Wils, T. J. LS-4 T 4 935 | 8211 19 819 | 70.74 4 505 | BE44 4 972 (178.2) 8 448 | 78.00 1 872| 7320 4 I 5a7
5 | Smith, M. J LS4 8021 3 943 | 9338 1 1000 | 6823 6 565 | 7509 12 864| 5191 4 520 | 8297 12 70| 70.40 6 742|534
6 | Benolst, J. D. LS4 7615 7 874 B39 15 836 | 8155 1 727 | 7578 13 852| ‘5265 6 496 | sA48 15 654| 7as7 2 855|534
7 | White, 5. A Pegasus 71.30 9 70| 8262 16 827 | "66.03 15 502 | 87.20 3 980| (178.2) 8 448 | 6240 13 703| 87.33 10 703 | 4046
8 | Kay, W.M 0G-300 70.30 13 774 | B840 9 888 | 5221 35 370 | 81.94 7 526 (508 38 87| 7113 4 B12| 7482 3794|4851
g | Willamson, J. 5. ASW-19 7337 12 777 | 89.58 5 9% | 7235 3 815 | (3052) 230 513 (T4 13 428 5947 15 663 | 5660 23§70 4506
10 | Lysakowshkl, E. A Std Clrua 6041 32 805| 8150 22 809 | sam 34 388 77.68 9 882 5392 2 55| su19 25 564 6569 12 BB3 | 4456
11 | Bromwich, A. C Std Clrrus 64,28 28 &1 | 7383 a0 77| 6607 11 539 [ 8750 19 777 (179.8) 7 452 | 5378 20 596 | 5567 2 s58 47
12 | Metcalte, G. C. ASW-19 78.2) 5 900 | 8884 7 895 |(1425) 40 221 | 77.69 9 882 (445 41 69 | 64680 10 7R| 6261 16 845 | 4354
13 | Jarvis, H. R LS4 71.09 10 787 | 8339 14 840 | 5885 28 427 | (2083) 32 484] 546 | 526 | 57.28 17 840| 56.18 24 565 | 4260
14 | Stewart, K Clrus 75 66.80 24 7| 7332 3 678 | 83.01 17 501 | 6826 17 795\ (1728) 11 432 | 4491 30 486 | 6028 18 616 | 4222
15 | Gorringe, J. Sid Clrrus 67.04 21 ma| 1ree a5 741 | 80.60 23 472 | 7278 15 B3| (1574) 15 380 | 4414 31 477| 5503 0 551|479
16 | Smith, G. N. D. Std Jantar 61.18 31 618 | 8715 & 900 | 49.81 3 339 | 7545 14 859 (526) 35 92| 61.0v 4 886 | 8483 14 6704164
17 | Starkey, €. G. ASW-198 69.39 15 758 | 8827 10 886 | 63.01 17 501 | (31286) 29 s26| (379 42 51| 6410 1 T24| @785 8710|4158
18 | Throssell, M. G. ASW-198 70.23 14 773 | 7288 0 67 | 57.97 27 440 82 18 790| (934) 19 208 | 658 8 743 | 5551 29 ssTidi28
19 | Aldis, C.J Sid Clrrus 6475 28 679 | 7458 37 8% 56 30 423 | 7028 16 805| (797) 23 160 | 487 27 547 | 8507 13 6753906
20 | Marcrynskl Z. LS4 6524 27 688 | B448 12 857 | (1138) 41 170 | 5830 24 6g2| (653) 32 128 | 6780 6 768| 6441 15 657|870
21 | Smith, D. A LS4 66.87 23 715 | e2e2 16 827 45 10 544 | 8413 6 948 (754 27 57| (87.3). 40 186 | sET n 572|208
22 | Gaisford, P, A. Astir CS 67.48 19 726 | 81.70 21 812 | 5875 25 482 76.37 11 86| (B24) 21 77| 5@ 23 S67| (1515 W 309 | Wn
23 | Harding, R. W. Clrrus 75 8391 30 685 | 7984 23 782 | s212 3 960 | (1384) 41 213 (147B) 16 362 | 6511 9 77 21 8714|3882
24 | Camp, G.W. DG-100 7087 11 784 | 7402 38 683 | 67.07 9 651 | (3127) 28 s27f (51.9) 36 90| 5395 19 588 57.06 21 5763815
25 | Forsey, L. K. ASW-158 6021 3 602 | 81.03 24 802 | 6818 7 564 | (2200) 26 380 (8O5) 22 171 | 5303 21 587 | 8839 11 @ez|arTe
26 | Cockburn, D. ASW-18 66.90 22 716 | B434 13 855 | 6338 14 508 | (B0.0) 43 72( (B43) 33 125 | 67.29 7 T64| 5935 19 604|282
27 | Chagiin, B. M. Std Cirrus 6017 34 601 | 79.88 27 785 | 5929 26 456 | 420 27 s8|'1378) 17 308 | (1408) 22 359 5313 2527|3614
28 | Cocket, T.F Liballe 57.87 37 562 | 7985 28 784 | 5183 20 485 | (298.0) 3 sp0f (6868) 28 138 | 5003 26 550| 5552 29 55T |35TR
29 | Sheard, P. G LS4 83, 45 129 | BS.38 11 871 | 69.65 5 582 | B1.62 8 922| (891) 20 196 [ (1114) 37 253| s8.15 20 6569|3542
30 | Evans, C.J LS-4 *[181.4) 44 200 | 179.4) 33 756 | 67.35 8 554 58.32 24 692| (98.8) 18 22| 4178 28 52| s51.682 1508|3455
31 | Forrest, B. R, Liballe 7245 8 81| B2 23 802 | 6153 22 480 | “(291.3) 34 438| (784) 25 165 | (889) 39 190 | S54.47 3 544344
32 | smih, E. R Astic CS 77 57.07 38 548 | 8039 25 781 | sae? 33 392 | (2831) 33 473 (482) 39 80 | 5154 22 568 | 5580 27 5583410
33 | wason, A J ASW-198 65.02 39 537 | 9028 3 950 | 5062 a7 351 6287 2 T 43 0| 5122 24 SB4| (1394) 40 280} 3409
3 | Langrick, D. J Std Cirrus 6555 2 894 | ea72 42 604 | 6308 15 502 | (1312} 42 200 (1728 1t 432 | 5695 18 636 | (1476) 3% 3003368
35 | Sheffieid, R. J ASW-19 87.55 18 727 | B1.42 44 487 | 5676 29 425 | 6055 23 705| (670) 30 133 | (833 41 175( 6112 17 e2alaeme
36 | Hayes, D. M. ASW-198 "64.58 35 578 | 8260 18 B27 | 8060 23 472 | 8T 21 73| (75.4) 27 157 | (135.2) M 8| (510 42 73| 3156
37 | Dean, M.J. 0G-100 68,92 25 701 | 6895 41 608 | 61.55 21 484 | (157.9) 39 244[(1685) 14 414 | (956) 38 209 (1640) 35 338|2%8
38 | Parker, T.J. ASW-18 53.55 41 488 | 79.30 32 14| 5579 3 44 | 6583 20 757) (538) 94 e6 | (B22) 42 7| (161.6) 36 2332|2078
33 | Stephenson, B. K. Astlr 58.03 % 585 | 752 38 708 | DNF (2038) 37 30| (97 23 189 | 4572 29 496 | 5577 25 580|288
40 | Keogh, B. LS-4 56.11 40 53| 7782 M 750 | 5443 32 2393 | (2225 ¢ 35 364| (887 31 132 | (119.2) 38 274 | (1501) 38 305|27%0
41 | Markins, A. O. Clrrus 75 48.01 42 359 | BO.M 26 787 | 61.98 19 489 | 5367 26 63| (482) 39 80| (1231) 35 285| (41.7) 43 512885
42 | Giddings, J. B. Sid Cirrus 67.27 20 72| M4 3 776 | 47.24 38 30 | (1384) 41 213| (769 26 159 43 0| (13.0) 41 279|248
43 | MNash, S.R. Cobra 4).47 4 282| 5882 45 458 no? 9} 42 159 | (2035) 37 330| (51.8) 36 90 | (1453) A3 348 | (1668) 34 2340|2003
44 | Fleicher, . W. Libelle 68.66 16 748 | @522 19 819 DNF DNF DNF ONF 1664
45 | Chardeti-Green, Mary | Std Clrrus 67.57 17 727 | 6811 4 562 43 0| (526) 44 59| ONF DNF DNF 1348
Hors Concours
14 | Casinlere de In, ¥. LS4 7751 6 B48| B449 12 857 | 6a7s 6 571 | (2556) 35 424| (688) 29 138 | 60.40 15 680 | 69.43 729 | 4247
38 | Flelcher, R W. Libelle/ Astir 68.66 16 748 | 8522 18 818 | DNF (1968 3 322| (eas) 29 138 | 5018 552 | 67.01 1 69 |37
- graphic penaly; t graph penaly, DNF = did not fly.
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THE FUTURE OF GLIDING

After the healthy boom years of the early 1970s when gliding grew steadily, the total membership is now
the same as it was in 1976 — 10 200. Bill Scull, BGA director of operations, discussed this in his article in
the April 1982 issue, “Where is Gliding Going?” p68, and now Alan Austin, Anthony Dicks and Jeff
Smithers have prepared a paper analysing recent trends.

They reach the conclusion that it prob-
ably does matter that gliding has not
expanded as predicted — in 1976 it was
thought that by 1982 there should be
12 000 members — simply because most
organisations and businesses need a
steady increase in business to be finan-
cially viable.

Apart from considering the lack of
growth, they emphasise that private
ownership has increased substantially
while the number of club gliders has
grown much more slowly, In fact there
are now fewer club single-seaters.

The UK gliding movement is tradi-
tionally based on clubs and depends
entirely on them for launch and other
facilitics, but the authors wonder
whether this move to private ownership
will effect the financial viability of clubs.

They admit that there is little firm evi-
dence to show whether the stagnation is
coming from established members decid-
ing to pive up gliding or a drastic slow-
down in recruitment. If it is the first
reason, then there is obviously a signific-
ant loss of revenue but the latter cause
could create bigger problems in the
future,

For the purpose of general discussion,
the authors assume it is a bit of both and
that one is not more significant than the
other. They go on to make the following
points.

Costs have increased significantly since
1976 — administration, fuel, insurance,
repairs, equipment etc — but there are
only the same number of members pay-
ing. This obviously forces more people
out and may have already increased the
cost of starting to glide to a point where
it discourages newcomers.

If membership remains static or
decreases further, it is going to cost us all
more each year.

If recruitment is slow, it won’t be long
before we feel the effect on income by
less usage of the training fleet and early
solo machines, which are usually club
owned, and in the utilisation of staff,
particularly the very important nucleus
of professional instructors.

This will effect some clubs more than
others with perhaps the vitally important
big ones with a depth of expertise such
as Booker, Lasham and Dunstable suf-
fering most. Though it will be bad news
for all other clubs.

The authors think it would be valuable

to have a view from each club on recent
trends on membership, the attitudes of
their members on the cost of gliding and
how close they are to being under suffi-
cient financial pressure to make it
impossible for them to continue.

The next point they raise is the signifi-
cance of the changing club glider/private
owner ratio,

While agreeing that to some extent the
move is inevitable with the emphasis
now on cross-country flying and training
and a keen determination to exploit the
few good days of the year, they wonder
whether private ownership threatens the
viability of clubs,

We all need clubs whether we fly club
aircraft or not since the UK system is
based on club sites, hangarage and
launching facilities. This means that all
private owners are also club members
and it is in their interest to keep these
clubs viable. But, the authors stress, if
club fleet usage diminishes, then clubs
may well have to increase their income
from private owners to cover the overall
costs — not forgetting that private own-
ers do need the club to have two-seaters
for check flights and further training
facilities.

Alarming Trend

The authors pinpoint another alarming
trend. With the increase in private own-
ership, often soon after training, clubs
now have smaller single-seater fleets
which restricts those who can't afford a
share in a glider. This may well mean a
move back to an older membership and
a narrowing of the broad range of people
at present in the sport.

They conclude that we must have
clubs and their facilities and it could be
that a greater percentage of the money
will have to come from private owners.
It is vital to retain the ab-initio facilities
and a high level of training expertise.
The single-seater club fleet is most at
risk but there will always be a demand if
costs can be kept significantly below
those of private ownership.

Clubs will have to keep a watch on
their finances and be flexible enough to
change policies or charges annually. It is
worthwhile encouraging the use of club
single-seaters by reducing the costs at
certain times and encouraging private
owners to fly them at a reduced mem-
bership fee (again with a limited use), so

providing extra income when it isn't
worth rigging.

They say that while it wouldn't be
right to dissuade people from starting
new clubs, it would probably be better to
encourage them to put their efforts and
resources into existing ones that may
have the benefits of security of tenure, It
is a danger too that small clubs may dis-
courage potential members by the frust-
rations likely if resources are limited.

What can be done?

1. They want more information from
clubs to find out whether there is a gen-
eral trend of less new members or
whether the average figures mask a
widely differing situation for each club.
Also to find out whether the clubs that
are financially better off are of a particu-
lar type, ie big, small, offering holiday
courses, private owner or club fleet
orientated.

2. They expect the private owner trend
to continue but want to ensure that this
doesn’t threaten facilities by reducing
the income to clubs. This should be dis-
cussed within the gliding movement so
that all views are aired and to emphasise
the responsibility private owners have to
their clubs.

3. They contend that training and two-
seater gliders remain a vital part of all
clubs and we must take advantage of any
public interest we can generate. Single
seater club gliders need to offer an obvi-
ous financial advantage over private
ownership and fleet size must be flexible.
Too few club gliders discourages interest
or encourages private ownership,
whereas too many club gliders are
expensive since under-utilisation could
put a club under serious financial pres-
sure in just one season.

4. They stress that recruitment is impor-
tant and we should consider whether a
BGA recruitment promotion would be
more effective than the present methods
and decide how this could be made prac-
tical financially and in sharing out the
I'eSpOﬂSE.

5. We should decide how many people
we want in the gliding movement, taking
into account the number of sites, their
potential for development, their security
of tenure, the existing and forecast air-
space regulations, the overall training
quality and ability to monitor safety
standards. &=
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REGIONALS’ RESULTS

WESTERN REGIONALS — June 11-19

Happy to Fly
[E=S====—=a == usaess s s

Autobiography of
ANN WELCH

From gaining

her pilot’s licence at 17;

starting gliding three years later; flying
Spitfires, Hurricanes, Blenheims and
Wellingtons from the factories to opera-
tional units; to her involvement with the
world of gliding, hang gliding and
microlight flying, Ann Welch’s personal
story of fifty yvears of aviation reveals a
truly pioneering spirit, impatient with
bureaucracy and petty restrictions and
full of interest for new developments

and ideas.

lllustrated £10.50

Sailplane Day 1.126| Day 2136 Day 3.14.6 (Day 4156 |Day 5.17.6 | Day 6.18.8|Day 7.19.6 | Total
No Pilat Heap 187km & |165%m goal race| 242km goal raca] 253km A | 242km A | 226km & | 174km W |Points
1 |Jones. R, 131 Nimbus 3 714 568 096 1000 891 ‘942 B4 5875
2 |Robers, D. G. | 118 Nimbus 2 €41 527 932 920 927 309 908 | 5164
3 |Hodsman, 108 Mini Nimbus | *725 513 281 910 932 762 9271 | 5050
4 |Cole, R, 114 Vanlus 16.8 689 470 700 770 B985 1000 308 4816
5 |King, P. A. 106 Mini Nimbus 715 570 268 1000 858 954 422 | 4785
& [Tull V. F. 114 Kastrel 19 877 488 842 843 328 829 538 4550
| 7 |Harrington, T | 108 vaga 04 152 780 814 525 237 703 |35
8 | Andrews, P 96 Libelle | 82 a1 727 840 384 | er2 *342 | 9638
9 | Lytielton, C. 11 ASW20L | 563 412 195 622 T4 | B2 324 2672
|‘€l Bleakon, L. 116 Nimbus 2 580 192 0 781 193 | 69 303 | 2650
11 |Furley, A, 106 ASW-20 147 304 338 kel 26 | 410 an 2517
12 | Pennycuick. C.| 108 Vega 164 473 140 340 445 285 (] 1847
113 |Lane, | 108 LS-3A 450 321 79 327 78 547 0 |2
14 |Fobers, D. | 8¢ K- | — 65 - e 294 L, )
Gibbons, J 487 — ] - - 363 - 1298
15 | Dixon, A. 108 LS-2a 0 121 663 245 78 "er ONF | 1294
16 | Walker, R. 96 Sport Vega 0 172 0 479 0 33 DNF 964
{17 [doms | o2 Berglake ¢ | 450 £ 0 6 0 182 o | 77
ONF = did not fiy: * = photd penally, 1 = RTI penalty; * = barograph penaly; ' = airspace penaly.
BOOKER REGIONALS — July 8-17
Open Class
Salplang Day 187 'Duy 2.11.7 |Day 3.12.11| Day 4.13.7 |Day 5.14.7| Day 6.15.7 |Day 7.16.7 |Day 8.17.7 Total
No Pilat Hcap 152 26km A 150 3hm & | 152.6km A |202km O'R |177.8km A | 188.5km @ [192. 8km B{177.9km N Poinis
1 [Camgphbell, B 111 ASW-200 498 894 447 a7 760 878 608 365 5320
2 |Kay, Awatt, D.S. [111 ASW-200 405 718 384 818 713 977 767 301 | 5083
3 |Signe, A. J 109 Ventus 520 835 | 293 864 710 859 741 219 | 4841
4 |Withat, C. 111 ASW-200 391 629 arg B74 667 943 744 179 | 4803
5 |Jones, R 131 Nimbus 3 322 711 | 310 792 M| BG6 707 257 | 4738
€ |Woodlod, J. 111 ASW-200 498 598 346 801 574 827 580 252 4556
7 |Emis, J. 106 ASW-20F 401 384 26 | 849 640 784 640 215 4139
8 (Glossop, . D.J. 118 ASW-17 346 621 338 12 702 736 556 a1 4092
9 |Emmett, M. 107 Ventus 96 544 62 810 632 848 723 226 3839
10 |Murphy, T. 106 PIK 200 387 364 a7a 612 424 823 584 242 a7es
11 |Hegner, A 111 ASW-20L 300 20 384 739 386 866 577 214 3648
12 |Sheppard, F. J. 106 Vega 98 [ 586 266 773 244 | B26 664 127 3604
| 13 [Cuts, C. 108 ASW-20F | 430 275 | 1 834 273 872 656 116 | 3589
14 | Harbome, P. 118 Jantar 2 an 219 0 560 653 g | 506 0 |3194
15 |StaMord-Atien, P. R [106 PIK 200 367 507 | 148 541 227 799 510 o |38
16 [Walsh, A, 108 Mosquito 280 349 Q 738 399 215 529 ] 2510
17 |Read. G 111 ASW-200 ] 568 | 269 0 206 348 547 260 2336
18 | Davey, RuGunner E. | 108 Mini Nimbus| 79 173 0 299 49 | 260 99 0 1619
| 19 |Cousns, A 106 ASW-20 | 183 | 6 43 288 Q 300 0 0 800
20 |Watson, ToshvBB.C.[118 Nimbus 20 | 340 | 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 340
|21 |Ashurst B [losaswe0 | &1 | = 0 gl | ¢ R R 83
Sport Class
Sanpiane Day 1.5.7| Day 211.7 taqmz? Day 4.13.7 |Day 5.14.7| Day 6.15.7 |Day 7.16.7| Day 8.17.7 | Total
MNo. Pilot Hcap 114 1 kmm) 135 4km O/F |152.6km A& |146.2km O/R| 151.2kma [146.9.2xm 8| 171.5km &)163.4km O/R| Points
= —_— e —
1 |Sheard. P. G. 101 LS-4 500 654 154 738 793 880 929 50 4688
2 | Freeman, D. 96 Libelie 431 98 397 764 ‘923 823 920 248 4605
an | Aldis, €. J 100 Std Cirrus a3 609 38 596 726 gaz 759 156 4369
| 3= | Aspland, W 102 ASW-19 495 702 | 158 645 B4 721 783 2 4369
4 |Hut, S.G 103 L5-4 4952 638 0 756 785 869 78 0 4176
5 |Keogh, B. 101 LS4 457 a3 | a7 630 "696 gs2 | 851 178 ana
& |Hulchinson, S. 98 Sid Cirrus 1] 556 383 | ] 682 740 795 245 4082
7 |Away, J 103 Pagasus 355 | 851 369 m 773 130 773 218 4040
8 | Brownlow, A 102 ASW-180 422 238 0 315 748 728 B 221 3503
3 | Goringe, J. P. 98 S1dClrus | 448 | B | M8 | 564 | o8 6 730 0 | 3483
10 | Baker, P/Baker, . | 100 Cirus | 270 478 0 704 642 651 608 75 3426
11 | Beibin, E 103 Phosbus 17c, 258 281 280 561 | s& s 732 149 3373
12 | Warren, G 100 SaCirus | 384 | 15 [] 63 | 510 768 698 o | 3028
13 | Parker, T. 100 ASW-19 360 a0 | 183 | %0 661 ] 571 0 2934
14 | Elhs, C. B2 EoN 45010 3| | 555 292 380 834 ] 521 0 2785
15 | Stringer, N. F. 94 Dart 17n 0 324 | 0 515 573 ] 429 200 2041
16 | Gif, P/Lipsk, E, 94 Dart 17 s | 380 180 0 254 509 300 o | 2029
17 | Gibsan, N o8 ASW-158 ar4 0 | 68 2a1 254 88 507 156 | 1718
18 | Wathen, A 96 Libeke 159 | a | e 342 80 0 485 198 | 19
19 A 94 Dant 17n 0 0 | 0 0 526 0 [} 0 ;es
20 | Levi. A/Whilshead, .| 96 Libalie | a0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o | 30
" = panaly
LASHAM REGIONALS — July 23-31
Class A (handicaps = 104)
I Sailplane Day 1.23.7 [ay 2.25.7|Day 3.26.7|Day 4.28.7 [Day 5.20.7]Day 6.30.7] Total
No | Piiat Hcap 110km O/F | 186km & | 156km & [145.2km & | 125km & |316.2km A|Poinis
)| Kay. A.E 111 ASW-208. 587 — — 1000 - -
wat, 0. 5. — 965 858 - 800 652 | 4710
I 2 | Randle, M. 115 Kestrel 20 863 873 se9 853 723 1000 | 4701
| 3| Nome, A.J. 108 Venlus B 881 841 475 817 666 586 | 4266
4 | Watson, A J. | 106 Mosquit 673 830 427 ess | 76 523 | 4148
5§ | Peniecost, P. R, 1068 Mosquito 80 654 800 488 713 783 4048
6 | Cock LA 106 Mini Mimbus 630 859 335 805 598 691 | 3028
7 \ Hoag. A. J. | 108 ASW-20 616 661 ar2 B854 621 552 | 3678
8 | Cunningham, G. W | 108 ASW-20 822 866 508 418 2n 200 3615
9 | Tapson, B | 118 Nimbus 2 613 837 216 418 619 613 | 3014
10 | Bradney, F. G. 108 Vega 735 636 456 767 151 545 | 3290
11 | Cousing, R 106 ASW-20L 631 522 449 861 139 500 | 3192
12 | Watson, Trish 118 Nimbus 28 628 847 316 360 489 | 2981
13| Gentry, 4, M. | 112 Kestrel 19¢ 612 - | ™8 - - -
West, D. — L o 748 718 499 | 29n1
i | Corbent, C. G | 106 Mini Nimbus 0 | 4% | g 763 591 689 | 2838
|15 | Bel,J. G 108 Mosquilo 151 560 526 275 565 562 | 2639
16 | Ught, P.D. 108 Glashiogel 304 682 664 399 269 ] 579 | 2583
17 | Evans, M. J. 113 Kestrol 19 614 a7 438 aza 573 415 | 2453
18 | Hasziakiewicz, M. J. C. 108 Venius B | 541 0 318 439 188 531 | 2085
| 19| Sampson, D. L H. 112 DG-202 | 858 124 267 353 0 555 | 1098
20 | Folis,J. L 118 Nimbus 2 "% | e 316 126 | 21 601 | 1911
21 | Swolter, P. A de C. 108 Mosquio | 0 33 280 [} 561 1207
|22 westiM 108 Vega 264 | ] 92 14 0 605 | 1075
* = penalty.
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lllustrated £9.
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Illustrated £3.95
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lllustrated £4.50
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Class B (handicaps = 103) NORTHERN REGIONALS — July 23-31
Sailpiane Day 1.23.7| Day 2.25.7 [Day 3.26 7 |Day 4.28.7 [Day 5.29.7| Day 6.30.7 | Total :p'_' Seny =
No. Piel | Heao £ 110km O/R| 186 4m A | 156km A | 145km & | 125km & em A | Ponits '_'| Salpane  |Day 1.26 7 |Oay 228.7| Toml
; Eade, %_L “6; g‘: g; & :;g ;é: % g :‘I Na. 3 Pl_cl ! __eru’ V3em A& | 124km A | Points
Smth, D. 1 1
3| Bieeze, 0 | 100 SHK 804 723 756 &2 843 0 | | e e i L Bt
4| wity, C | 98 Liveile 2018 | 840 957 %07 185 332 1000 | 4221 3| Fox R o6 Coora 809 ool B
8| Alan. M.D. 100 Std Cirrus | 694 ™ 817 70 n 888 |91 31 Birannack J. 112 Keswel 19 828 2
R LW, b il o “; 5] 8 g e gg: Rice, J. - w2 | 1010
8] Basm 4 C. 97 Astr CS 855 ‘ 228 819 287 [ as8 | 3044 : 5'“"":‘ i :u 0G-200 x ﬁ 'gﬁ
| McLane, 08 Vega |
81 Nicholli; R J. 102 Cirmus | 123 40 8a4 %09 68 853 | 2038 7 | Keogh. B. 101 LS4 683 90 773
10| Temy.C.J. 103 L5-4 798 492 768 n o | 718 | 2808 8 | walsh, A, 108 Mosquito 330 a0 740
18] Oacels. P .\ 95 K21 225 61 | 803 a8 Bu | 2m 9 | Hawkins. P. 106 Mini Nimbus | 657 B0 | T |
121 Evans M.F. 90 K-6e 784 189 136 ns 0 e | 2741 10 | Luke, J. 103 Phosbus 359 358 nr
13| Weston, J. 100 DG-100 120 ™ 824 a 622 268 | 2583 11 | Austin, D, C. | 108 DG-200 33 s 695
14! Sewan. K. 96 Twin Asfic 138 o | e a0s [ 388 | 1088 12| Corvanies. & 106 Vega 827 ss | ees |
15| Guthrie, P. A | 102 ASW-198 78 659 303 500 0 275 | s 13 | Mertimer, A. 112 Jantar | 649 DNF 640
:: Trca Hin :g s‘.’;""c;’.'. ':.é g .r;; 378 2;? :g o] Eaegn k. S =z e e l
18| Gles.E.EF 94 Foka § ] 16 I 240 235 0 s | 5w [6| T % Asvrse i O 2 | 2
Rooves. 1
|:; Sumutfﬁ. |£$g:w D:JJF l g:; 1 “g:
ENSTONE REGIONALS — August 28-September 4
k Open Class Class
Sailplane | Day |.zr.a]' Day2298 |Day3308| Day418 | Totl Saliplane | Day 1.28.7 [Day 2.28.7] Total
N Pilot Heap 189KM A | 250km doubls A | 202.5km A | 189km double A | Ponis No. (] Heap DE.6km A& | 124km A | Points
1 | Pozorsis, A 118 Nimbus 2¢ | 873 [ 988 I 808 57 2914 1| Ward, M. 78 SF 28a 772 497 1269
2| Randle, Jane 113 Kestrel 20 | 742 829 970 124 2785 2 | Taylor, K R. B4 Skylak 3 mnz ax 1na
y 3| Stuc. A 109 Venlus 750 | 967 ‘ m | ] 2459 3 | Beriston, G. 94 Dan 17 663 388 1051
4 | Durham. M. 111 ASW-20L | 684 949 825 0 2458 4 | Brook, M. F 86 Vega 709 251 961
4 | Costin, M. 118 Nimbus 2c| 934 1000 1393 114 2441 5 | Baines, R 05 Libets 404 =
8 | Murphy, T. 106 PIK 200 a1 | 577 1000 (] 2418 Holland, P - 45 839
7| Brishoume, A. | 106 DG-200 a2 918 759 12 2181 6| enac 82 Olympia 460 | 492 338 810
B | Wison, T, 112 Kestral 19 558 805 548 | 154 2183 7 | Hannigan, R. B84 Skylark 3 458 —
9 | Bobbin, T. 112 Kosiel 19 650 arr 532 { o 2159 Rogars, N = 357 818
ot ekl e - iy (meree| & | 3
11 | Cumver, G, M, | 106 ASW-20 700 18§ 804 0 1858 10 | Nomson, P. A | 90 K-8 | 301 -
12 | Harrngshaw, G. | 113 Kestrsi 20 | 685 481 578 4 1748 Siof, B - 389 880
13| Mottershead, J. | 111 ASW-20. | 618 | 918 201 0 1737 11 | white, M.D. | 96 Libelie 404 253 857
" A 118 ASWT 596 453 668 (¢} mnz7 12 | Taylor, J. BE Skylark 4 — o
15 | Philips. D. | 112 Jantar 1 [ 585 346 755 o 1688 Stckar, T 645 - 645
18 | Darby, M 102 Cinus 709 32 268 47 1336 13 | Griin, B. J. 78 Skylark 2 W/7 ) 135 532 |
17| Zealley. 7.5 | 106 ASW-20 | DNF 281 858 o 538 14| Acey, E A 90 K& 0 419 419
¥ | Ciark, C. 106 Vega a3 — 174 = 15 | Bond, M 96 Cotra o7 297 384
Morley, A - o1 -— (] 8BS 16 | Svenson, B. W. | 82 Olympia 463 ] 369
19 | Trck. M 111 ASW-20 | DNF | DNF 758 34 783 17 | Clender, 5. 98 Sienc 283 [ 281
20| Mchois, G Lm 153 | cier | 267 10 [ 845 i
Sport Class
l Saipiane | Day 1.27.8| Day 2208 | Day 3308 | Total
RS e ooy g
A 1 irmus 3 . ‘
2| Mo | o6 SuLoole 859 79 1000 | 2438 We regret that after holding the price of S&G at £1.10 for two years it will be
2 m""“: a ’§ gs:u'.f'.“.‘: ; .gﬁ s EE; gﬁ increased 1o £1.20 per copy from the February-March issue. The annual sub-
1 1
Sl sl S L o7 | scription, which includes postage, will be £8.75.
Gawcirer, D | 538 — 950 2155
7| Jomdy, M. B4 K-5cA a1 | B8 891 1965
e i PR e | R
licamc | 100 5 conus o i Lol BRING BACK THE CHARTS
Ripteo. | oxe - | e w_ | e As we went to press, the BBC launched their Sixty Minutes news programme
8 “w.:.,s "“". & | 98sdome | s ¢z | am | e complete with a revamped weather spol replacing the old, competent forecast.
4 ,,' .&D | & o = 80 2l The BBC, while admitting to us that lp_era had been complaints, were unable to
LI — 2 = e | promise they wguld reinstate the familiar forecast. We can only hope that by the
oAl | 88 Osis 24 30 uo |1 time this issue is in print they will have had second thoughts and Michael Fish
10| Fndlay. 0. | 90 K-ge 304 595 125 | 1024 et al are back with their charts.
0| ENs. C. AP 94 Dan 178 ar4 540 DNF 914
21| Fobens, . | 94 15200 520 100 217 8a7
22 | Jores, N. 82 Baglake 4 _ 143 —
Johason, E i
2| cax A, 04 Foka 5 23 ‘ b ﬁg =2 HAPPY CHRISTMAS
s m"“'"é L 00 o i L L6 TR R ;“ We send all our readers the very best wishes for Christmas and the New Year
) [ g i BSTE & el B 'd and our grateful thanks to contributors for keeping our tiresome deadlines
Jarvis, P. - o7 | 193 during 1983.
DNF = gid not fly; * = photo panally; * = barograph panalty; t = no control,
INC
CHANNELS FOR VAT 1984
o PILOT'S PALS
MlCHOCOMM 722 The International Aviation
Calendar
v 190z 2% sqx87 e .
12 90 ¥ Get some lift during 1984 with our
9 Preset Freq. & Intercom beautiful full colour calendar
designed for flyers and
=53 Also available: enthusiasts.
: Self-contained VOR for £454 UK price £3.50 each + 75p p&p.
AGENTS EUROPE £1.50 p&p. Other coun-
tries £4.50 p&p Air Parcel Post
PECIALIST a¥YSTEMS and insurance.
TIM NEWPORT-PEACE 32 FERNHILL LANE MIKE YORKE CIRCUIT PUBLICATIONS
0276 HAWLEY, CAMBERLEY 0276 Blig 159, Biggin Hill Airport, Kent
33706 SURREY, GU17 9HA 65876
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BGA
and
General News

NATIONAL LADDER WINNERS

Two Lasham pilots claim the National Ladder
trophies this year. Chris Lovell heads the
Open Ladder to win the Enigma trophy and
Roy Pentecost is top of the Club Ladder to
gain the L, du Garde Peach trophy.

Open Ladder

Leading piot Club Pts Fits
1. C. Lovell Surrey & Hanls 8548 4
2, N. Hackett Coventry B409 4
3. R. May London 7716 4
4. L E. Beer Booker 7245 4
5. F. J. Sheppard Bookar 7061 4
Club Ladder

Leading pilot Club Pis Fits
1. R. Pentecost Surrey & Hants 3577 3
2. C. Starkey Surrey & Hants 3279 3
3. T.S. Hils RAE Farnborough 2929 2
4. J. Walker Covenlry 2584 4
5. M. F. Brook Yorkshire 2134 4

COMPETITION NEWS
Ted Lysakowski, chairman, BGA Competi-
tions' Committee

1984 Squad. The British team squad for the

1985 World Championships at Rieti com-

prises,
the 1983 National Champions and
runners up, Ralph Jones and Johnny
Taylor (Open), John Cardiff, Chris
Garton and Chris Starkey (15 Metre),
Brian Spreckley and Martyn Wells
(Standard).
Nine pilots selected by a voting panel
of 40 (top 12 from each Class plus the
1983 Hobbs team pilots) and listed in
alphabetical order: Denis Campbell,
Andy Davis, Bernard Fitchett, Al
Kay, George Lee, Ted Lysakowski,
Chris Rollings, Dave Watt and Justin
Wills.

The team for Rieti will be evolved In early
September 1984 from the squad, except that
the 1984 Champions (if not already in the
squad) will also be eligible.

1984 Natlonals. The highly successful struc-
ture of running the three FAI Class Champ-
ionships on separate dates and venues
remains unchanged. The Nationals will be
unhandicapped and each Class will produce
one National Champion; the Open Class will
additionally have two supplementary awards
for best performances In sailplanes up to 21m
span and up to 19m span. The dates and
venues are as follows:

Standard: June 2-10, Nympsfield

15 Metre: July 14-22, Dunstable

Open: August 11-19, Lasham

Entries will be limited to 40 in each Class.
Application forms are available from the BGA
office and the closing date is Tuesday,
January 31, 1984. Priority will be decided by
the pilot's positions on the 1984 Nationals
Qualifying Lists.

1884 Competitlon Calendar. The dates of
other competitions confirmed at the time of
writing are: Competition Enterprise, June

L R

0 .Wf

a8
w‘?:v

£ty -—.-...

BETICIN s
i M

FROM THE

SECRETARY’s
DESK

Barry Rolfe, BGA administrator

Have you been gliding abroad this year? If so
we would like to hear about it. Please let me
have a brief summary along the lines of coun-
tries visited, own glider or rental abroad,
clubs visited, paperwork and qualifications
required, and if you are willing to pass on
detalls of your experiences (gliding only!) to
other pilots. We get a lot of inquiries every
year from people wanting to take their gliders
on an overseas holiday and needing this sort
of-advance information. The best way that we
can help is by putting them in touch with
another member who has boldly gone before
etc so please volunteer to join our foreign
information service.

Speaking of travel reminds me that the
BGA chairman will be unlocking my ball and
chain from the Secretary’'s Desk four times
during the winter months to attend regional
open meetings with club officials and discuss
what the BGA is or isn't doing for you. Two
meetings at Booker and Nympsfield in
November will have been held by the time
you read this but on Sunday, February 12 we
shall be visiting Saltby and on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 26, Sutton Bank. Further details have
already been sent to club secretaries and we
hope that clubs within reasonable reach of
the meeling venues will all be represented.

Perhaps when we get together one of the
old favourite topics will be the 50p subscrip-
tion levy which goes into the British team
fund every year 1o help towards the costs of
sending our representatives to the World
Championships? At present this is raising
less than £5000 annually or about £9500
towards each Championship whilst they are
held biennially. This is the third year of the
50p levy whilst inflation continues and it has
been suggested that each member should

oontnbute £1 per head in future — what do
you think?

Over the last ten years or so about 250
young pilots have benefited from the generos-
ity of Whitbreads, who through the Sports
Council have financed every year the Whit-
bread bursaries which were awarded to pilots
achieving the Bronze badge before their 19th
birthday to help pay for some more flying. We
have now exhausted the fund and unfortu-
nately Whitbreads are not renewing the
sponsorship for 1984 so there will be no
further bursaries awarded, but we should like
to thank the brewers for their backing.
Cheers!

Abused by clubs

The telecommunications section of
National Air Traffic Services have asked us fo
remind members about the operating terms
of the radio licences granted to gliding clubs.
The frequencies 130.1, 130.4 and 130,125
are for use in communications between
ground sets and gliders and 129.9 is solely
for ground to ground contact in glider recov-
ery operations. Because the ground station is
confined to communications with gliders on
these frequencies the requirement for exami-
nations and granting of operators’ licences
have been waived by the regulatory
authorities. It is alleged that these terms are
being abused by clubs in communications
with other general aviation aircraft. We shall,
of course, take this opportunity of repeating
our offer to the authorities for the BGA to take
over administration of radio licences for glid-
ers in the hope of keeping down the exorbit-
ant charges which are presently made,

30-July 8 at Aboyne; Inter-Services Reglon-
als, July 31-August 10 venue to be arranged,
Lasham Reglonals, August 11-19 (to be run
concurrently with Open Class Nationals).
Applications are invited from clubs wishing to
run competitions. The preferred dates to
minimise overlap are May 19-28, June 16-24,
June 30-July 8, July 28-August 5. For an up
to date position please contact the BGA office
or myself.

European Champlonships. The 2nd Euro-
pean Championships will take place at Vinon,
France, in the three FAIl Classes, between
June 20 and July 9, including a compulsory
training period from June 20-26. The UK
intends to field a team of six pilots, /e the
maximum number of places offered by the
organisers. The BGA funds will not be used
to finance this event, and the candidates for
the team should be prepared to self-finance
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the event. Assistance from the Sports Council
may be available, but cannot be guaranteed.
Those pilots who wish 1o be considered for
the team should apply to the BGA office by
Monday, January 9, 1984, Priorities will be
determined by the applicant's position on the
1984 Priority List, except that the order of the
top 25 places will be notionally changed (for
this purpose only) so that the 1983 Hobbs'
team pilots assume positions 21 to 25,
whereas the No. 5 position becomes No. 1,
No. 6 becomes No. 2 etc.
ltalian Champlonships, Rieti. At the time of
writing no details are available but it is
expected that the BGA will be offered some
places as in previous years. This event is of
interest as Rieti is the venue of the 1985
World Champlionships. The priority will go to
the team squad and within the squad to those
pliots who have not previously flown at Rieti.
If the squad does not take up the available
places the priority will be decided by the
applicant's position on the 1984 Priority List.
Applications to the BGA office by Monday,
January 9, 1984, please.

TWO FATAL ACCIDENTS
Fred Sage of the Essex GC was killed in his
Mini-Nimbus at Roanne, France, on June 22.
(reported in the last issue, p222.) The glider
was on final approach when it was observed
fo enter a dive — hitting the ground at
approximately 70°% There is no obvious
explanation other than negative g and
perhaps subsequent disorientation.

On September 1 there was an accident to
a Bocian at Nympsfield in which James Find-

The ASW-19 (Valiant) and K-21 (Vanguard) which were formally given their names and
accepted into Air Cadet service by Mr Colin Humphreys, deputy Under Secretary of State (Air)
at a ceremony at the Air Cadet Central Gliding School at RAF Syerston on September 20.

lay, the instructor, and David Pearson, a stu-
dent who had recently soloed, were both fat-
ally Injured. There was a cable break at
2-300ft and although a landing straight ahead
was probably possible the glider made a turn
to the right towards the ridge (which was
working at the time). The turn developed into
a spin from which there was insufficent height
to recover.

W. G. Scull, Director of Operations

THE BIRTH OF BURN GC
The Doncaster GC have a new site and a
new name — they have installed their fleet in
the new hangar al Burn and at their dinner-
dance in Oclober toasted the passing of the
old club and the birth of Burn GC.

The new postal address is Burmn Gliding
Club, Park Lane, Burn, Selby, N Yorks YO8
8LW.

INTER-UNIVERSITY TASK WEEK

This year Imperial College were the hosts at
Lasham from August 7-13 with six universities
competing on the five contest days. The Sur-
rey team won with their Bocian; Essex
(K-6cR) were 2nd; Cambridge (K-13) 3rd and
Imperial College (Bocian) 4th.

It was a most enjoyable and well organised
event, Edinburgh University came the furthest
and while the 1984 task week will again be at
Lasham, there is talk of holding it at Port-
moak in 1985 and hopes that more univer-
sities will send teams in the future.

KIDSII WHO WOULD 'AVE 'EM?

This spring Barry Pearson, CFl of North
Devon GC, casually suggested to a leader of
activity holidays for children aged ten to 18
years that some of the visitors might enjoy an
air experience flight. Three months later he

g =

New glider designs
New instruments

and other essential knowledge on gliders and how to fly 'em in 1984, presented by top designers

1984 BGA CONFERENCE

HOTEL NORWICH

Saturday, 17/Sunday, 18 March, 1984

Pilots! Get your new 1984 diaries out now and mark March 17 and 18 as The Weekend. This is
when you will be brought right up to date on:

Cross-country flying techniques

Winning contests

and pilots.

Our hosts will be the Norfolk Gliding Club, presenting a dazzling social programme, the highlight
of which is the BGA BALL on Saturday evening.

Special Ladies’ Programme. Special facilities for computer buffs and a contest for the best gliding

computer game.

Note: Special low rates for under-25's.
(Full programme contents and list of speakers to be announced in February-March 1984 S&G.

EXHIBITION of GLIDERS, INSTRUMENTS and ACCESSORIES

DON'T MISS IT!

On going to press we heard that Hans-Werner Grosse of West Germany, the breaker of countless long distance world
records, and Kees Musters of Holland, the new 15 Metre Class World Champion, will be special guest speakers.

December 1983/January 1984
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realised the scale of the operation — in July
the demand was for 200 flights a week and
they finished the season having introduced
more than 2000 children to gliding in their
Bergfalke 2 and Grob 109. The record was
52 flights in one day.

it meant pulling in friends from the Bristol &
Gloucester GC, see the club news contribu-
tion, and as they are hoping to continue the
scheme in 1984 Barry s inviting fit passenger
carrying pilots to join them for a Devon week
with the promise of doing 120-185 flights.

They are also looking for a winch driver for
the season who will accept a MG PPL as
payment. If interested contact Barry, tel No:
0271 78204.

MODEL GLIDERS

This beautiful model is the work of Peter Mil-
ler, an experienced and acknowledged model
maker with 30 years' experience who has
recently launched his own model making bus-
iness — Miller Aviation Models.

He will accept orders for any type of model
from a 1/100th scale sailplane embedded in
clear resin to a Ya scale SB-10 with a 24ft

BGA ACCIDENT SUMMARY —

Compiled by KEITH MITCHELL,
Chairman, BGA Safety Panel

Ret.
Nao.

Glider
Type

:

Date
Time

PilotCraw

Place

Age

Skylark 2

| Kestrei 17

80 | MI00S

Astie CS

| s cinus

| Cotra 15

Ko

2563

M

2683
2

Challock

55

SUMMARY
lln]uy PiHrs
N 92 | Piiot lah hill iif low Io land on site. Extended
circuit downwind resulting in low final lum and
no-brake approach to rough undershool area.
With canopy misted over glider groundicoped
and hit pile of tyres

19.6.83
15.30

Postland A/F

Pilot released lowrope aler second wing drop
with aircralt at 457 1o runway . Aircralt continued
tuming, rose 3-51 into the air and then landed
heavily.

2185

1915 |

1867

26.5.83
17.15

25563
?

15683 |
16.00

Nympstield

Nr Basingstoke

83

52

Whist hing other aircralt pliot

made a hurried shon circuit allowing the air-
speed o build up and being anxious o gel
giider onlo the gmound louched down with
starboard wing hitting the ground first

Pilot elected o land on golf course fairway as
other fields in area very soll. After normal fand-
ing into wind pilol unable 1o prevant winglip strk-
ing one of the banks on efthar side of faiway.
Whilst making an uphiil but downwind approach
into chosen field pilot decided 1o land in the
avershoot field but caught two concrete posts in
boundary fence causing the giider o slew and
break the fuselage

28.4.83
15.00

North Waaid

14 | Undercarmiage gradually retracted during iand-
ing run afiowing fuselage lo conlact runway.
Probably nol locked down.

1487

1887 |

- 4

§ D;nc_aster

North Weaid

Midland

Speed high on autotow and pilol lowsred nose.
Drogue cable chute hitting wing, Pilol released
cable and waited for chute to fall belore landing
shead. B
Aher making a y landing an

sheep jumped info the air and was hit by the port
winglip causing the aircrafl lo slew, bounce and
land heavily sideways. The sheep was killad.

P2 faded lo round out aher prompt P took over,
| bat too lale lo avold heavy landing

Parham

| 15 | Winch launch in light crosswind. Info wind wing
held height on ground run and downwind wing
dropped inlo long grass inilialing groundioop.
Cable released but gider airbome and touched
| __down on nose then heavily on tail

2867

|
Falgunzeon i

Allar an apparenily normal landing run, luseiage
was found broken 3 forward of tad. During the
flight both trim position and rudder control were
not as usual. The break occurred inthe areaof a
recent repair.

81

Citrus 75

2138

Arvan, Loch
Lomond

54

During a leng wave cross-country fhght, drop-
ped below wave Iill and after a lurther hour of
lhermal soaring selected small cut field.
| Approach over trees to uphill slightly downwind
landing. Pilot presumes aircrahl stalled ahter
crossing boundary and whilst side shipping.

Astir CS

2329

M | 12583

14.45

High Clere,
Barks

N 66 Approach into field of shon crep into wind and
across slight siepe. Rounded out a little high on
tanding. first one winglip then the other touched

| ground and glider ground looped BO". Undersur-
| faces of bolh tips damaged by large stones.

BGA MAIL ORDER

SSA gliding calendar.

how to get your free T-shirt.

Order these items from

BRITISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION

SALES DEPT., FREEPOST, LEICESTER LE1 7ZB

You won't need to penetrate our defences to discover the
secret of the best gliding value next year. Skill, daring
and £4.95 will get you a copy of the magnificent 1984

12 exceptional full-colour gliding photographs to brighten up
the year. Hurry, because we have imported only a very
limited quantity of these superb calendars and at this price
the demand should exceed Vne.

or ask us to send you our complete sales list

Telephone 0533 531051
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:

g

2783
12.30

n o a sl
launch 1oo late, Tuming into wind 1o miss the
rugnmwkwumwgmmmngw
glider to lum right before diopping onlo
ground tail frst.

26,683
14.00

Hunsdaon
disused A/F

27

Pilot selected fleld of beans in rows giving
appearance of furowed sudace. Landed near
y which appeared kevel with adjoining
track. Steered glide! akang row in £rop nal realis-
ing this converged with boundary. Wingtip
struch unnoticed bank on boundary inducing
ground op. Surlace actually quite flat

3.7.83
12.55

Eaglescott

21

Winch launch falled at about 70011 Priot lowered
nose bul used aitbrakes belore sulficient speed
acquired, Glider landed heavity on skid Piot
Kknown io have been Nying in Tatigued condition.

)

L Spaiz 2498

5.7.83
19.05

Top of Bishop
Hill

Hill soaning in weak hill lilt afiowed glider to dritt
back over hill and while banking way from hil
port wing touched ground and aircralt can:
whealed.

wingspan. The standard model is hand
carved in limewood with basic surface detail
and can be finished as a natural wood model
or painted in one colour with a black canopy.
It comes complete with a base and support

rod for standing or hanging on the wall.

Peter has developed a new technique lo
allow the accurate representation of fabric
covered areas even on a polished natural

wood finish.

The scale will normally be 1/32 and costs

£50 plus £2.20 p&p.

18.6.83
15.00

Marchinglon

Allgmpling & shon landing due 1o obstructed
runway, sircraft hil undelached obstruction in
he grass causing damage 1o underside of wing.

GLIDING CERTIFICATES

K-13 219

20.6.83
12.40

Camphill

47
3

Slight hesftation in launch after "all out”, landing
1o over-un lolowed immediataly by ull acceler-
alion causing unconiroflable steep cimb but at
safe speed of 50k At 7501 speed reduced 1o
40K but siill with steep angle of climb with stick
fully forward. Airtrakes were then opened lo
slacken cable, and on regaining elevator conlrol
a sleep spiral descent was commenced during
which pronounced cable drag was left. Brakes
wera closed at 150 for final lum and a safe
landing was made. Shock rope jammed in
wheel box. Winch dnver cul cable as soon as
glider entered diving lum

-]

168.6.83
13.00

Farm,
Paterborough

Pilot selected field at 700N Field small, steeply
sloping with rough surface and approach was
90" crosswind. Landed heavily damaging traiing
edges and cockpit,

KT 2489

46.83
18.00

Pupd flew circul al excessive speed and
approach was too fast and steep with oo much

irrake. P1 ded out at last i but oo
late 1o prevent heavy landing. P2 early Iraining
on spoilered aircralt whene full spoiler for land-
ing was the nam.

4.7.83
17.07

Husbands |

Basworth

&1

Undercarcarriage collapsed ater a normal land-

| ing.

Libefle 1671

| 13.7.83

14.30

Nr Henley on
Thames

Competition fight. Field selected and circult
commenced at 500ft. On approach pdol reafised
ne would not clear trees on downwind bound-
ary. Atlampled 1o tum 90° and land crosswind in
undershoo! field, but height insufficient and
gider struck ground heavily. Possibly down-
draughits on approach due 1o rising ground and
lreas.

8|

9.7.83
17.45

Eastbury Grange
Famn,
Lamboume

nar

Pilot selected grass field on rdge 1op bounded
by standing barey on slope owver which
approach made. Lale on approach recognised
undershoot and closed brakes, bul wheel hit
concealed bank between liglds. Glider thrown
into air and i d on grass

fmslage Posalhly curlover lrom  ridge on

225683

Landed across abrupl larmac/grass junction
and undercariage sirul broke. Approved
smoolh landing area was on 10yds 1o one side.
Fractured sirut showed signs of fatigue a1 point
of failure.

ASW-19 2727

15.7.83
18.00

I-lonley

250

Pilot did not see power wires across approach
path, despite planning circult o avold olhers
which he had seen. Undercarnage struck wire
breaking it. Normal landing made.

——
K-10 2158

12.7.83
18,55

215

AMer ridge soaring in weak Iift pilo! attempled 1o
land on sloping ground at botlom ol the hill,
Starboard wing hit a low wall causing aircralt 1o
groundioop.

K-13 1

20683

963

FAeturning to home airield after it being used for
an air display ghder hit some steel stakes left on
the narmal glider operating area by he display
organisers.

26.6.83
16.30

Keevil

Bland 1712

3783
NIK

>

Al beginning of autolow launch glider swung
into crosswind and bounced on a dmin. Pilot
operated reiease but launch conlinued, ghder
chimbing steeply with shock rope wrapped round
wheel. Al the lop of launch, car driver released
cable and piot flew short circult at high speed
landing with the cable lrailing.

550

Alter 20011 cable break P2 retracted flaps and
tumed steeply causing an incipient spin, P1 1ook
cantrol but wingtip caught in long com causing
ground loop.

g

Wio

15.7.83
15.00

Talgarth

‘Whilst circling in thermal iift inside mountain
bowl, aircraft failed fo clear spur, ground looped
breaking off the tail.

1519

7.4.83
12.30

Langorse Lake

Pilol decided to land in ploughed field with
undercarriage retracted afler ridge Iift ceased on
passage ol snow stom. Stony ground damaged
undersida ol glider,

K-13 NIK

3783
16.30

Long Mynd

247

Glider pilot commenced a tum inlo a themnal
about BOOMt above launch level only 1o find a
hang glider in sleep right lum into glider's ight
_paih.

Wini Nimbus 2248

WO

22683
1245

Roanne, France

40

Afler short local soaring fight pilol flew nomnal
downwind and base legs. Alter compleling the
fnal turn the gider's nose was seen lo drop
congiderably, 1he airbrakes were openad briafly
and entered a verical dive siriking the ground
near perimater lence

|
fatal; 5 -« serious; WO = write-oft; M = minor; N = n

December 1983/January 1984

ALL THREE DIAMONDS

No. Name Club

147 J. C. Bastin Surrey & Hants
148 R. Penswick SGU

149 B. L. Cooper Buckminster
150 R. A. Pye Eagle
DIAMOND DISTANCE

No. Name Club

1/224 J. C. Bastin Surrey & Hanls
1/225 R. Penswick SGU

1/226 A. J. Nomie Surrey & Hanls
1/227 B. L. Cooper Buckminster
1/228 L E. Frank Coventry
1/223 L. J, Sole Lasham

1/230 R, A Pye Eagle
DIAMOND GOAL

No. Name Club

21219 A. Ratcliffe Humber
2/1220 D. M. Parsons Booker

21221 D.J. Minson Devon & Somersel
2222 C.Wiby Essex & Suffolk
21223 |. Corkell Avro

2/1224 J. A, Bell Booker

2/1225 A. Yorkas Sauth Wales
2/1226 D. Thomas Brislol & Glos
21227 J H. Belk Bicester
21228 |. Benzie Kestrel

21223 J. Evans Cambridge Univ
21230 C. C. Lyttlelon Bristol & Glos
21231 E.W. Johnston Cotswold
2/1232 M. E. Newland-Smith Essex

21233 D. S. McKay Aguila

2/1234 P. H. Little Brisiol & Glos
21235 A.W.F. Edwards  Cambridge Univ
2/1236 R. Millington Cranwell
2/1237 P. Fincham Cranwell
2/1238 R. N. Terry Booker

2/1239 R, N. Cook Buckminster
2/1240 M. F. Webster Buckminster
21241 M. J. Young Bookar

211242 C. A. Mamen Deeside
21243 5. M. Smith Cambridge Univ
21244 P. G. Backer Cranwell
211245 R. S. Walker Cranwell
2/1248 S. Savage Surrey & Hanls
2/1247 G. Sharpe Wyvern
21248 E.W. Lipski Essex

2/1249 J. M. Ley Essex

21250 M. T. Collins Booker

21251 M. A M. Pirie Cotswold
2/1252 G. E. McAndrew Morthumbria
2/1253 D. Latimer Aquila

2/1254 R. Parsons London
2/1255 G. F. Bailey South Wales
2/1256 W. T. Murray Inkpen
DIAMOND HEIGHT

Mo. Name Club

/592 R. Witham Hambletons
3/583 T.R. Jackson Lakes

GOLD C COMPLETE

No. Mame Club

948 D. J. Minson Devon & Somersat
949 C. Wilby Essex & Suffolk
950 I. Corkell Avro

851 J. A, Bell Booker

952 A. Yorkas South Wales
953 C. C. Litleton Brisiol & Glos
954 E. W. Johnston Cotswold

955 M. E. Newland-Smith Essex
(Continued on p275)

1983
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27.8

2?4



Mid-airrepairs
are a thing ot the parts.

Buy your parts and accessories from us But for those who want their aircraft given
and you get a little something extra— sound the full treatment there’s our Service Department.
advice on how best to fit them. This makes Staffed by experts, with all the right tools. Book in
winter refurbishing for the DIY Aviator a early to avoid a late take off in the Spring,
lot less chancy and alot more fun. Helps Whichever way you
save that embarrassing moment when his handle your winter
handiwork proves to - check over - you'll have
be a shade too handy. our symbol.

(Or not handy enough)

Tﬂ;besi. And it éljlows.

Booker Airfield, Nr. Marlow, Bucks. SL7 3DR. 0494 445854 (works)
or 0865 890517 (outside office hours). Access & Barclaycard accepted with pleasure.

DON'T BUY A MOTORGLIDER SOARING (OXFORD) LTD
wish their customers
UNTIL YOU HAVE SEEN, OR SPOKEN TO and friends a
ANYONE WHO HAS FLOWN THE FOLDING- Very Happy Christmas
WINGED — GROB G109B — and

ASTIR — No 1 Single Seater, the G.102 Club Good Luck in 1904
GROB G103 and G103 ACRO - GERMANY'S GROB
FAVOURITE MODERN TWO SEAT GLIDERS R
: Sales: JOHN ADAMS 0491-37184
Low-time Demonstrator G109 For Sale Spares: CHILTERN SAILPLANES

Must be sold, contact us for details 0494-445854
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1984 NATIONALS PRIORITY LIST

The National Qualifying Lists, which simply decide the order of acceptance if any of the 1984 National Championships events is over-subscribed,
have been compiled as stated in S&G, December 1980 (p297), except that the previous year's lists are now dovetailed into the respective lists
inlo every other place from position 26 onwards. The Regionals Promotion List has not been published because the final competition results from
two Regionals are still awaited. When these are available the list will be published in the BGA newsletter and in the next issue of S&G. If there are
any queries please contact the undersigned via the BGA office.

J. D. Benolst, BGA Competitions and Awards Committee

1 Filchett, B. (WC) 30 Throssel, M. G. (15) 59 Zealley,T.S. (QL) 88 Redman,S.J. (QL) 116 Murdoch, M. (15)
2 lee,D.G. (WC) 31 Brown, H.F. (0) 60 Moris, G.D. {15) 89 Young, J.R. (0) 117 Blackmore, R. H. (QL)
3 Wells, M. D. (WC) 32 Bromwich, R. C. (S) 61 Marczynski, Z. (S) 90 Heames, C. (15) 118 Gardiner, D. (O)
4 Davis, A. J. (wc) 33 May, R. C. (15) 62 Pamy, N. (15) 91 Evans, C. (S) 119 Hanfrey, A.W. (QL)
§ Cardifl, J. D. (15) 34 Melcalle, G. C. (S) 63 Smith, D. (8) 92 Gomel,T. (QL) 120 Stephenson. E.  (S)
6 Spreckley, B.T.  (S) 35 Stone, A. J. (QL) &4 Barmett, J. W. (@) 93 Mumhy, T.J. (15) 121 Steiner, P. H. (0)
7 Jones, R. (0) 36 Jarvis, H. (S) 65 Mather, H. (15) 94 Smith, E. (S) 122 Harkins, A. (S)

=8 Garton, C. (15) 37 Taylor,J. R, (0) 66 Pozerskis, P. (0) 95 Reading, P. T. (0) 123 Walker, D. (av)

=§ Slarkey, C. G. (15) 38 Hood, L. S. (QL) 67 Gaisford, P. A, (S) 96 Elis,J. (15) 124 Giddings, J. (S)
10 Taylor, J.J. T. (©) a9 Curts, C. (15) 68 Harding, R. (8) 97 Stafiord-Allen, 125 Wand, J. (15)
11 Kay, A E. (S) 40 Stewar, K. (S) 69 Aldous, R. F. (aL) P. R, (QL) 126 Nash, G. (S)
12 Roberts, D. G. (0) 41 Carllon, M.R.  (QL) 70 Hartley, K. (0) 98 Langrick, J. (S) 127 Maniey, K. (0)

13 Wills, T. J. (S) 42 Elliott, B. (15) 71 Bishop, J. M. (15) 99 Bird, M. (0) 128 Corbett, G. (15)
14 Watt, D, S. (15) 43 Fleming, A. M. (O) 72 Keogh, B. (QL) 100 Hackeit, N.G.  (QL) 129 Pope, M.H.P.  (QL)
15 Cook, P. G. (O) 44 Gorringe, J. P, (S) 73 Bridges, R. C. (15) 101 Thick, M. (15) 130 Charlotte-Green,

18 Smith, M. (S) 45 Innes, D. (QL) 74 Farmer, A.T. (QL) 102 Dean, M. (aL) Mary (8)
17 Campbell, D.R.  (15) 46 Hodsman, D. A.  (15) 75 Forsey, L. K. (S) 103 Sheffield, R. (8) 131 Shephard, E. G. (15)
18 Benoist, J. D. (8) 47 Purdie, P.G.H.  (0) 76 Sole, L. J. (QL) 104 Clarke, M. A. (QL) 132 Mitchell, R. (aL)

19 Rollings, C. C (0) 48 Dixon, R. T. (QL) 77 Szule, B.J. (0) 105 Morris, B. (15) 133 Ellis, J. ()

20 White, S. A. (S) 49 Smith, G. N. (S) 78 Piggott, A. D. (av) 106 Russell, F. K. (0)

21 Lysakowski, E. R. (15) 50 Watson, A. J. (15) 79 Cockbum, D. (S) 107 Hayes, D. (s)  WC = 1983 World Cham-

22 Docherty, T. P (0) 51 Sheard, P. G. (QL) 80 Forrest, B. R. (QL) 108 Hynes, K. (15) pionships

23 Kay, W. (S) 52 Batty, C. J. (0) 81 Cumner, G. M. (15) 109 Tomode, H. A. (aL) O = 1983 Open Class

24 Cooper, B. L. (15) 53 Camp, G.W.G. (15) 82 Davies, F. J. (0) 110 Macfadyen, T.E. (O) Nationals

25 Glossop,J.D.J.  (O) 54 Cruse, C. (aL) 83 Chaplin, B. (S) 111 Woodford, J. M. _ (QL) 15 = 1983 15 Metlre Class

26 Wiliamson, J.S.  (S) 55 Moulang, A. P. (0) 84 Hunt, S. G. (aL) 112 Flelcher, R. W.  (15) Nationais

27 King, Sally (15) 56 Jefleryes, M. B.  (15) 85 Cockett, T. (aL) 113 North, S. (aL) § = 1983 Standard Class

28 Pozerskis, A (O) 57 Alidis, C. J. (S) 86 Shephard, E. G. (QL) 114 Tull, V. F. (aL) Nahona!s

29 Delafield, J (aL) 58 Foot, R. A. (©) 87 Read, G.F. (15) 115 Parker, T. (s) QL = 1983 Priority List

GLIDING CERTIFICATES — continued from page 273

958 D.S. McKay Aquila 138 GOLD C HEIGHT 6488 M.J.Woodhead  Lasham 30.7

957  P.H.Lhe Bristol & Glos 38 Name Club 1083 6489  Julia Stamp Shalboune 14.8

858 M. F. Websler Buckminster 5.8 6490 D. L. Colingwood  Surrey & Hants 13.8

99  C. A Maren Deeside 211 A Witham Hambletons 37 491 J.S. Goddard Dorset 138

90 S Savage Surrey & Hants 188  G.Car Borders 38 G492 |.R.Tapson Cranwell 148

%1  E W.Lipski Essex 138  J. A Stephen Deoside 157 6493  D. Gidney Shalboure 14.8

962 M. T. Colins Booker 188  M.N.Gnap Deeside 157 g494 M. Hackett Avon 138

963 G.E MeAndrew  Northumbria 38 J Harkie Cakngorm 27 gag5 E. Gibson Doncaster 13.8

964 R, Parsons London 18.8 i:‘ E"*‘“"D"‘ g:um 2?_; 6496 P, H. Newby Trent Valley 58

GOLD C DISTANCE N. Braithwate Gakse” R A shm 12

6498 P.J. Kely Fenland 148

Name Ciub 1983 J.H. Fox sGU , 39 g4gg  P.C.T.Whitmore East Sussex 14.8

J.R. Cooper Coventry Y d Cambridge Univ 58 50 R P Edgso inkpen 14.8

A Raciffe Humber 3.8 - Tickner East Sussex 2. 6501 J.E. Daisley Cambridge Univ 138

0. M. Parsons Booker 38 SILVER C 6502 N. Pringle Lasham 38

0.J. Minson Devon & Somersel 3.8 6503 W. J. Veitch Cranwell 138

C. Wilby Essex & Suffolk 58  No.  Name Club 1983 8504 R. M. Mils Wyvern 138

I. Corkell Avro a8 6455 D. J. Laird Lasharn 28.6 6505 D. M. Byass London 38

4. A, Bell Booker 38 8456 R Stoward London 18.7 8506 R. A. Weslon Wrekin 14.8

A Yorkas South Wales 38 457 C.Richards Enstone 207 6507 J. E. Leonard Stratiord 14.8

0. Thomas Bristol & Glos 3.8 6458 A, P. Hunn Balh & Wilts 16.7 6508 C. A Weyman Dorset 148

J. H. Bakk Bicester a8 6459 P. L. Hurd London 12,6 6509 D. Bowsher Kestral 138

|, Benzie Kestral 38 6460  Carol Bavan Booker a7 8510 H.B.D. Jeans Dunkeswell 7.8

J. Evans Cambridge Univ 38 6461 G. Soars Pegasus 17.7 6511 M. Duncombe Booker 15.8

C. C. Littiston Bristol & Gios 38  g462 D.Hilon Booker 126 6512 F.B.Jeynes Stratford 13.8

E. W. Johnston Cotswold 138 6463 D, Harmis Avon 19.7 6513 R. Hewitt Surrey & Hants 38

M. E. Newland-Smith Essex 38 6464  P. Marsh Cotswold a8 6514 R.J, Elis Kent 15.8

D. 8. McKay Aquita 138 8465 R. C. Mummery Lasham 16.7 6515 M. G. Griffit Norfolk 38
P. H. Litte Bristol & Glos a8 6466 M. J. Goider Statfordshire a8 6516 C.J. Fane Coventry 18.8

R Miliagion Cranwell 148 5467 C.J. Pollard Essex & Sutiok 38 6517 K. J. Trudgian Kestrel 13.8

P. Fincham Cranwell 14.8 6468 P. Meads Coventry a8 6518  D. V. Declancy Wyvem 14.8

A N. Tery Booker 38 8469  Alison Rumbelow  Colswold as 6519 G, D. Brocklehurst  Shropshire 148

A N. Cook Buckminsler 38 6470 E.G.Leach Essex & Sufiok as 6520  R. |. Thomson Ouse 148

M. F. Webster Buckminster 58 6471  E. W. lllett Cotswold as 6521  J. E. Kaye Buckminster 30.7

M.J. Young Booker 38 6472 R.C.Wilis-Fleming Chiltlems 7.8 6522  P. R. Wiliams Bannerdown 14.8

C. A. Marren Deeside 211 6473  C. A Melr Staffordshire 28 6523  D.L. Clarke Booker 18.8

5. M. Smith Cambridge Univ 3.8 6474 M. J. Odell Booker 58 6524 A, J. Bennett Wolds 14.8

P. G, Backer Cranwell 14.8 6475 B.J. Howett Stratiord 6.8 6525  Sharon Plercey Bicester 21.8

f. 5. Waker Cranwell 14.8 6476  N. Dower Booker 6.8 6526 D. Roddie Wolds 218

§ Savage Surrey & Hanls 18.8 6477  D. Moorman Kent 6.8 6527 R.D.G. Hil Pagasus 19.8

G. Sharpe Wyvern 38 6478  S.McNel Wolds 7.8 6528 B, Kirby Stratiord 14.8

E W. Lipski Essex 13.8 6479  A.R. Jones Stafiordshire as 6529 M. J. Ustianowsky  Pegasus 15.8

J M, Ley Essex 38 6480 C. Crabb Mendip 23.7 6530 A, Barnes Oxlord 14.8

M. T. Colling Booker 188 G481 R, E. McCallum Bicesler 47 6531  Annabel Lucas Lasham 18.8

M A M. Pirie Cotswold 38 6482 N, Duhy Booker 34 6532 N.J. Tranter Cotswold 3.8

G. E. McAndrew Northumbria 38 5483  Joanna Dannatt Cambridge Univ 5.8 6533  G. Muggeridge imperial College 12.6

O, Latimer Aquila 188 6484 RA.D.Bryce-Smith  Cambridge Univ 5.8 6534  S.Charlett-Green  Bicesler 29.8

A. Parsons Londan 18.8 6485  J. P. G, Maller Oxford 10.8 6535 D. B. Feenan Surry & Hants 38

G. . Bailey South Wales as 5486 K. J. Jones Herelordshire 56 6536 N. R. Crowcrol Trent Valley 148

W. J. Murray Inkpen 3.8 6487  A. Marczewski Lasham 14.8 6537 M. C. Heelis Anglia 26.8
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EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS

Dear Editor,

Having flown in the World Championships |
came home with the strong feeling that Euro-
pean countries treat the European Champ-
ionships as almost a mini World Champion-
ship and certainly as an elevated training
ground well above any National competition.

| am sure our relatively poor performance
at Hobbs could well have been improved by
proper use of this sort of contest. The World
Champion in my Class was the European
Champion, and many of the top pilots com-
peted at Rieti.

It is time we woke up to the fact that the
European Championship is a major competi-
tion, and decided upon a way of representing
our country with the best chance of bringing
home European Champions. At present the
system is controlled in such a way that it is
degraded down to about National level.

| would be interested 1o know how other
pilots feel regarding the selection for this
competition, and indeed how other European
countries select their teams.

MARTYN WELLS, Shipston-on-Stour,
Warwicks.

WOMEN'S ATTITUDE TO GLIDING

Dear Ecitor,

The correspondence in recent S&Gs con-
cerning women pilots and some of their prob-
lems has been interesting to me. It so hap-
pens that | have recently carried out a survey
on women and their attitude to gliding with
particular regard to equality, and hope to
have processed the results into an article for
a future issue.

| tried very hard to reach every gliding
female in the UK with a questionnaire, via
club secretaries. 250 were sent out and to my
delight more than 80 returns were made. So
stand by please to receive plenty of points of
view, including my own!

TRISH WATSON, London.

HOW ABCUT AN 18 METRE CLASS
GLIDER?

Dear Editor,

Steady progress in Standard Class perfor-
mance and the recent great leap in the Open
Class have resulted in an uneven perfor-
mance distribution between the three FAI
Classes as is illustrated by their BGA hand-
icaps of 103, 109 and 131 for recent designs
in the Standard, 15 Metre and Open Classes
respectively. There is little incentive for a
manufacturer to tailor a glider 1o any other
specification, but the widespread use of
extended tips on 15 Metre Class sailplanes
shows the demand for a glider which spans
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the gap between the present 15 Metre and
Open Classes.

Here is a description of the glider | would
like to fly and see compete: It would have an
18 metre flapped two-piece wing — the max-
imum which can be trailered easily. With
modem materials and design its rigging and
handling qualities would be good and its per-
formance would almost match the Nimbus 2
with a best UD of around 47:1 and a BGA
handicap of around 116. This glider would
have a really exciting cross-country potential
without being impractical or completely unaf-
fordable. In competition it would stand
squarely between the Standard and Open
Classes and could if desired complement
rather than replace the 15 Metre Class.

| believe that the interests of both general
cross-country flying and competitive soaring
would be served by the re-emergence of an
18 Metre Class glider.

JOHN GALLOWAY, Glenrothes, Fife.

ENSTONE LANDINGS

Dear Editor,

The letter in the last issue, p227, from
David Johnson, secretary of Enstone Eagles,
explained the restriction on mid-week flying at
Enstone. | endorse all that David says, but
would like to add that a new grass runway
08/26 of 800Om length and 50m wide runs
along the south side of the Esso tarmac
task-track.

This runway, which is owned by Gordonair
and operated by Oxfordshire Sporflying Club
flying motorgliders every day, is available as
a safe haven for gliders landing at any time,
and to retrieve lugs by prior permission. After
landing report to the Oxfordshire Sportflying
hangar for tea, telephone and assistance.
GORDON CAMP, Gordonair Ltd, Enstone

DO YOU KNOW THIS POEM?

Dear Editor,

How do you convey with words the joy and
exhilaration of real flying to earthlings whose
aviation is limited to reading a paperback en
route to Majorca?

After about 40 years' experience of little air-
craft in general and gliders in particular, |
have enjoyed numerous How-Il-Dunnits writ-
ten by pilots for pilots, but only twice have |
read something that a pre-ab-initio could
really grasp as conveying the sensation of
flight. One of the two is Jonathan Living-
stone Seagull, and the other is the reason
for writing this letter.

| refer to a short poem written by a con-
temporary wartime Canadian pilot who was
killed aged 19. His name was Magee (spel-
ling?) and 1 am ashamed to say that all | can
remember of his poem is:

“Oh | have shed the surly bonds of earth,

And danced the skies on laughter-silvered

wings."
The last line ended: "... and touched the
face of God."”

Do any of your readers remember this
poem?

TOM WESTMAN, Isle of Skye.
(If anyone could send us a copy we would
like to reprint it. Eb)

BOUQUET FOR SLINGSBY

Dear Editor,

Having recently returned my glider to
Slingsby's for repairs, | was most impressed
by the first class service, workmanship and
pleasant attitude of both management and
shop floor. What a great pity they are not
making gliders now. However, they have
numerous projects in hand and | wish them
every success in their new ventures,

J. P. BEARDMORE, Thrapston, Northants.

50 YEARS AT OXFORD

Dear Editor,

Referring to my letter in the August issue,
p177, John Simpson, a founder of Cambridge
University GC in 1935, writes that the club's
first flying meeting was on May 29, 1938
when, according to his logbook, he had an
aerotow o 2000ft in his Kirby Kite. Robert
Kronfeld and Amy Johnson were there. This
was in a field near Oxford; but | remember
attending an indoor meeting in some hall at
which the club was officially started, and |
sent a piece about it to The Times and it
should be in their file.

John Simpson has made himself a leading
authority on the "sea breeze” and the lift it
provides. He is just off to China to contact
people working on the subject there.

During the war John was driving ambul-
ances along the Burma Road when he
reached China and contacted a gliding group
who let him fly their Rhdnsperber down from
a mountain top.

A. E. SLATER, Cambridge.

TRAILER SPEED LIMITS

Dear Editor,

No sooner had | pointed out in the August
issue, "Snaking Woes", p177, the anomaly in
the law allowing certain types of four wheel
trailers to be towed at 70mph on motorways,
than the Department of Transport announced
new rules shorily to be introduced which will
remove this anomaly.

Basically it is proposed that the 50mph
trailer limit be increased on the motorways to
60mph, whilst those categories of trailer pre-
viously permitted to do 70mph will be reduced
to 60mph. Thus there is no longer any point in
planning a glider trailer with the previously
permitted 70mph wheel layout.

However the new 60mph limit reinforces
once more the desirability of fitting a good
anti-snaking stabilizer.

RODNEY B. WITTER, Chester.

INSTRUMENTATION AND STANDARD
PANEL LAYOUTS

Dear Editor,

Like Ralph Dixon, | read Harold Dale's arti-
cle on “Ergonomics and Glider Instrumenta-
tion” in the April issue, p64, with some inter-
est, but rather more resignation, feeling that
such ideas on the design of instruments and
the layout of panels had been put forward, in
virtually identical terms, often enough, over
so many years, that if the regulating
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authorities and individual owners had not got
the message yet, when would they ever.

It was gratifying, therefore, to see from
Ralph's letter in the August issue, p177, that
the RAFGSA at least, has done so, and
made the standard instrument layout sug-
gested by Don Austin 8 mere 20yrs ago,
mandatory for all s own machines. What
really fascinated me about the details of this
layout, though, was its similarity to the stan-
dard layout which | introduced in the London
GC's fleet in the early pan of 1951, when |
was, for my sins, in charge of the club's
instruments. This layout was not just sug-
gested, but was fitted, each panel, adapted to
the peculiarities of the individual cockpit, cut
out with my own hands during a series of cold
nights in the workshop at Dunstable.

| described this standard layout, and the
principles behind it, in an article in your pre-
decessor, Gliding in July 1951, p60, illus-
trated by diagrams to show how it worked out
in examples such as the Prefect, Olympia,
and Gull 4, so there was ample opportunity
for other people to try it out. From the tone of
the present discussion, the idea seems to
have made no lasting impact; | wonder how
much benefit the pilots of the club machines
noticed from it. Of the sailplanes involved, the
Gull 4 was written off later in 1951, and one
Olympia about three years later. The Grunau
Baby and Prefect survived a good deal
longer, as Platypus described being brought
up on them in the late 1950s, in a recent arti-
cie. Some time, perhaps he would care to say
whether he found the standard panel layout
helpful — or even whether he found it at all.

As | remarked above, the cardinal point of
my layout and the RAFGSA one was very
similar, with the ASI to the left of the main
variometer, at the top of the panel. In my
case, they were located on either side of the
centre line, with the Turn & Slip indicator cen-
tral and immediately below, so that the three
instruments formed the closest group poss-
ible for blind flying, while the horizon ahead
combined with the upper two instruments to
form a similarly close group in clear air. The
aftimeter was placed low down on the right of
the panel, and the compass at the same level
on the left — with the style of cross-country
flying then prevailing, the compass was
associated more with blind flying. | did not
use the term ergonomics, as the word had
not been coined then, or if it had, was not in
general use.

It rarely seems possible to mention the
origin of any meritorious idea or action in the
press without some shadowy figure
materialising out of the mists of the past, to
claim precedence, so | shall not be in the
least surprised to hear of an earlier applica-
tion of standardisation than mine — so, any
advance on 32 yrs?

PETER RIVERS, Buxton, Derbyshire.

MEMORABLE MNEMONICS

Dear Editor,

Jon Leonard (see August issue, p179)
rightly reminds us to use mnemonics which
are easy to remember under conditions of
slress, but surely his seven letter WASSSSP
is virtually a field landing check list.

Even our club-taught USTAL is @ mouthful
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for students and contains a mixture of control
setting reminders (undercarriage, trim) with
elements of airmanship but, regretfully, it rele-
gates “look-out” to the very end of the sequ-
ence which, in the case of a stressed pilot,
may be quite late in the circuit pattem.

I have adopted the landing mnemonic TUF
(trim, undercarriage, flaps) which covers the
basic mechanical settings of most glass air-
craft; is simple to remember and quick to
complete in emergencies and the rest of the
time can be spent on those elements of air-
manship involved in landing, whether at base
or in a strange field.

Perhaps it should include a reminder that
water should be jettisoned before landing but |
haven't yet found a way of incorporaling the
letter J or W into the sequence — crossword
enthusiasts might give it some thought.
PETER WILDBUR, Tonbridge, Kent.

THE ART OF LANDING OUT
Dear Editor,

After reading the February issue, | couldn't
help but reply to the article by Bemard Smith
— “Novice drops in on a monastery”, p21.

As a hang glider pilot (a what?), | must say |
find it unusual not to receive such a welcome
after a cross-country. Sailing clubs, stately
homes etc become targets when landing looks
probable; just a month ago | landed on a prep
school. Okay, so a football field lined with 80ft
oak trees is a bit tight, but use of the tele-
phone, food, drink and a swimming pool while
surrounded by young ladies was quite pass-
able.

| had an excellent cup of coffee at the Usk
GC, but full marks must go to the Chelmarsh
Sailing Club who, after a defrosting with coffee
and sandwiches, opened up their bar at 4pm!
Here's to many hours of concentric circling.
NEVILLE ALMOND, (Thames Valley HGC)

ANOTHER CASE OF EGO?

Dear Editor,

| was astonished to read Dr Brennig James'
letter, “Instructor's Ego Trip" in the June
issue, p128. This seems to have its origin
among a confusion of facts and unsubstanti-
ated generalisations, macho (| once had to
belt an instructor on the chin") (emphasis
supplied), and crushed ego. There is no logic
to support the implication that a Gold C pilot is
necessarily more knowledgeable, more
experienced, or safer than a Silver C instruc-
tor, nor that “most pupils are self-taught . . .
despite many instructors.” | hope any instruc-
tor, regardless whether the club is large or
small, will take the opportunity to point out to
Dr James his slip in final turns. Accidents hap-
pen 1o the unwary, the inaccurate and the
careless as well as the inexperienced.
Perhaps it is time that Dr James had a
thorough dual check with a suitably experi-
enced and critical instructor.
DEAN CARSWELL, Texas, USA.

50 YEARS AGO

A. E. SLATER

Although the BGA was formed in December
1929 as a result of spectacular distance and
altitude flights made in Germany that year, it
was not until August 23, 1933 that any British
pilot used anything other than hill lift 1o cover
distances. On that day Eric Collins, flying the
London GC's Professor, used thermal lift
under clouds in a WNW wind to go about 20
miles.

This was Philip Wills's first year's gliding,
but his delight in this marvellous aerial sport
was brought up sharp in September by the
resignation of the London Club from the BGA.
Philip thought he ought to do something
about it, and he did, but it was not until early
1935 thal he and others got the BGA con-
stitution changed so that it represented the
clubs and the London Club could rejoin.

National soaring site

Another example of Philip's initiative was
the feeling that British gliding needed some-
thing like a national soaring site on the scale
of the Wasserkuppe in Germany, and though
we had nothing suitable of that height, he
fixed on Sutton Bank as the nearest possibie
and preliminary trials were held there at the
weekend of October 18 when a few short
cross-countries were made.

It was my first year of editing S&G and one
of its problems was that so many people
regarded a copy of a magazine not as some-
thing you actually own, but as something you
see lying around, pick up, glance through and
throw down again. Another problem was to
get readers meteorologically minded, often to
the disapproval of the previous editor, Frank
Entwistle, a professor of meteorology, who
disapproved of anything which had not yet
got into the standard textbooks.

| thought of offering a prize for the best
answers to the usual silly questions, but
could not raise enough questions: there were
only “Why don't you put a little engine in?"
and "How can you control them without an
engine?”

Another widespread belief was that all an
editor does is to take something out of an
envelope and put it straight into another one
addressed to the printer; even Philip Wills
thought this, as he once wrote congratulat-
ing S&G writers on the correct English. B

Stuck for Christmas presents? Then how about a
set of coasters (£5) and table mats (£11)
designed by Dave Parker for the World Champ-
ionships fund. They are available from the BGA.

Who's right of way? Anthony Edwards,
Cambridge University GC's president, was on
a marginal final glide into his home site at
Duxford wondering whether to carry on over
the last mile-and-a-half when the decision
was taken out of his hands: straight ahead on
the reciprocal heading was — an airship
doing a beat-up. The Airship Industries’
machine was showing its paces to spectators
at Duxford whilst on its way back to base at
Cardington. Not sure whether he had right of
way, Anthony went into a field.
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Southdown GC thought this photograph of their president, Les Allard, who died this summer, was typical of him -
a bulwark against the storms! It was taken in a snowstorm at the club's old site on Firle Beacon during the 1960s.

The obituary is on p282.

CLUB NEWS

i}

Copy and photographs for the February-March issue of S&G should be sent to
the Editor, 281 Queen Edith’s Way, Cambridge CB1 4NH, tel 0223 247725, to
arrive not later than November 29 and for the April-May issue to arrive not later

than February 7.
October 12, 1983

AVON SOARING CENTRE
(Bidford-on-Avon)

Apart from the rash of prangery just as the
diabolical spring turned into a marvelious
summer, we have had another year of steady
consolidation with membership increasing. A
lot of our launches were by visitors.

Our days of operation in the winter months
are reduced to five (we are closed on Mon-
day and Tuesday) and our airstrip width has
been extended a further 25% to cope with the
increased utilisation. hy

BATH & WILTS (Keevil Airfield)
The Bronze C course run at the weekends
has proved invaluable. Members have gained
experience in thermal, ridge and cross-
country flying, field landings and aerobatics.

We now have the use of a farmer's field
near Roundway Down from which we are
able to tow the two-seaters onto the ridge in
SW-W winds. Our northerly ridge (Westbury)
has been explored as far as Alfred's Tower
from Urchfont (40km) and there is now talk of
exploring it even further.

We are looking forward to our annual trip to
the Long Mynd.

J.L.

BOOKER (Wycombe Air Park)

The season has produced too many club
statistics for even Ann Welch to enumerate.
We have had the oldest, the youngest; the
fastest, the slowest; the ugliest, the prettiest;
the Shortest and the longest time to . . .; etc
(only modesty and the laws of libel prevent us
naming names). But despite being bigger and
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better, the friendly atmosphere of a smaller
club flourishes.

The 1983 Bad Egg award gets thrown at
Lasham for their dismal disregard for the
Inter-Club League.

P.R.

BUCKMINSTER (Saltby)

At last we have our own access to the site,
off the Sproxton/Skillington Road and hope-
fully this could mean we will be allowed to
have a bunkhouse.

Our thanks to Don Bricknell, a founder
member, on his retirement as chairman after
14yrs’ service.

Congratulations to Mick Webster on com-
pleting his Gold C and for his Diamond dis-
tance, all in a wooden ship; Mike Jordy and
Jeff Roberts for Gold distance and to Bruce
Cooper and Trevor Murphy on Diamond dis-
tance.

We have sold our K-8 and hope to buy
another two-seater. Our early solo pilots will
now convert to the Astir as their first single-
seater. We say goodbye to Roy Lancaster
who has gone to the Isle of Skye.

E.A.S.

CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY

(Cambridge and Duxford)

Paul Gelsthorpe gained his duration and
Silver height for the second time; Richard
Baker his Diamond goal and Gold distance;
Graham Miller logged five hours: lan Ely
gained Silver height and Paul Ruskin and
Penny Minnitt flew Silver distances to
Tibenham and Husbands Bosworth.

The annual Long Mynd Camp in Sep-
tember was very successful despite poor
weather in the second week. Robin Payne
and Peter O'Donald achieved Gold heights in
wave, Peter at last remembering fo take his
barograph and so complete his Gold C. Ali-
son Lee, Steve Cooke and Phil Atkin did their
five hours, Phil to complete his Silver C, Neil
Scott and Steve Cooke achieved Bronze legs
and Dave Picking claimed both and on the
last day when wave reappeared Steve Cooke
took the K-8 to 7500ft for Silver height. Our
thanks to the Midland GC and Jill and Tony
Spicer for their customary hospitality.

More recently Gillian Foreman completed
her Bronze C and Peter Treadaway (junior)
went solo on his 16th birthday. QOur congratu-
lations to everyone who has achieved badge
flights or gone solo during an encouraging
season.

P.E.S.M.

COTSWOLD (Aston Down)

July and August saw us operating virlually full
time with task weeks and well-subscribed
courses as well as passenger evenings. We
had a bumper crop of first solos and Bronze
legs, ten Silver distances, six on August 3,
while Mike Pirie raced round the Sherborne,
Alton triangle to complete his first 300km in a
creditable 4%hrs.

On July 2 Ruth Housden (SHK) landed at
8pm after an epic 400km triangle, while on
August 14 she flew her other ship (Libelle) to
Tees-side Airport in a 313km straight line.
Prior permission had been obtained, making
this our first ever “scheduled" flight.

Stubble fire ace Chris Batty heads the Club
Ladder with some consistent performances
on the blue days. David Roberts and Dave
Breeze came 3rd in the Open Class Nation-
als and Lasham Regionals respectively, while
CFI, Trevor Wilson, was 8th in the Enstone
Regionals.

T.H.

COVENTRY (Husbands Bosworth)

The season gave us more than 7000
launches, 4000 by the end of June, and our
new winch has been very popular with 1200
launches.

The first date for the Inter-Club League
finals at our site were cancelled due to appal-
ling weather but the following week we
emerged triumphant as winners, thanks to
Mike Jefferyes, a guest pilot from Essex GC
who was flying for us.

Highlight of the season was the Standard
Class Nationals, see p263, This enjoyable
Comp ended with a barbecue and party in the
clubhouse. Our thanks to all the helpers.

We had the annual farmers' parly in early
October when our special guests were farmers
in whose fields we have landed. The ladies'
committee organised the buffet and disco.
The annual dinner-dance is on December 10
and the children’s party on December 17.

N.B.

DEESIDE (Aboyne Alrfield)

We are not just a soaring site. Ab-initio train-
ing continues throughout the year, with
courses In the spring and summer. Visitors
are well aware of the peculiarities of our air-
field, so the challenge of training can be
imagined.
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There is a single narrow EW tarmac run-
way some 600m long. The rest of the airfield
Is unusable because of the rough surface
(except for a short emergency landing strip.
There is no under/overshoot, the E end drop-
ping down a 20ft bank, the W end being
bounded by a stone wall. Running off the side
into the rough is not advised. The runway
must ba kept clear until immediately ready to
launch, and the glider pushed off after land-
ing. Problems can arise when two or more
glicers wish 1o land in quick succession. The
standard procedure is to make a nomal
approach, but once a safe landing is assured
the glider is held off or allowed to roll to the
end so that another aircraft can land behind.
Visitors sometimes misinterpret this need to
reach the end and make high approaches
which result in near-overshoot "excitement”.

Yet, despite these problems, our instruct-
ors manage lo train pilots 1o solo in some 40
launches. It is often said that going solo at
Aboyne is worth a Bronze anywhere else.
Then the easy bit starts. Golds and
Diamonds are a piece of cake by compari-
son.

K.AH.

DEVON & SOMERSET (North Hill)
Congratulations to Philip Whitehead and Ste-
ven Fitzgerald on going solo, Steven on his
16th bithday, He converted to the K-8 the
next day and flew both Bronze legs a week
later. Dave Roberis, Tony Price and Barry
Gage also have both Bronze legs.

John Parker (Oly 463) completed his Silver
C with a flight to Sturminster Newton while
David Wolffs barograph failed on a Silver
height.

One experienced pilot was set upon and
beaten up by a stubble fire. It then threw him,
Ihoroughly bruised and disorientated, into the
nearest convenient cloud which extended
rather murkily from West Somerset to mid
Dorset. Eventually returning to clear air with
the sea to his right, he landed in a desolate
region — Exmoor.

The second task week was convivial with
visitors from Mendips and Usk, three task days
and creditable performances with a total of
4111km flown. Our Dave Reilly (Libelle) won
with Phil Hogarth and Colin Watt (Skylark 4)
2nd for the visitors, Colin flying under his
Mendip hat.

I.D.K.

DORSET (Old Sarum)

Although we didn't have a task week this year
due to our restricted weekend only flying, we
had a successful expedition to Nympsfield on
August Bank holiday, taking the club K-13
and K-6, plus a privately owned Libelle and
Dart 17. We clocked up 30hrs flying in three
days, Neil Davidson narrowly missing Silver
distance with a 2hr 19min flight and Mike
Watt doing his first cross-country with
Richard Ough in the K-13.

We are losing our temporary hangarage
and are looking for accommodation for our
fleet.

Congratulations to Jim Linnegar, Hugh
Stewart and Nick Wall on their Bronze Cs;
David Scott on gaining a Bronze leg; Joan
Dyson and Mike Watt on two Bronze legs;
Jim Linnegar and Bill Cook on Silver height;
Nick Wall on Siiver distance; John Goddard
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on his duration and to yours truly on complet-
ing the Silver C.

We were hosts to the BBC South camera
crew on September 25. They are making a
programme about gliding featuring our ¢lub,
due to be screened in the spring.

Bob Harvey and Julian Rees have moved
from the area and we welcome Bamey
McCann back from Canada.,

C.AW.

DUMFRIES & DISTRICTY (Falgunzeon)
Summer lasted about nine weeks and we are
now In the grips of frequent depressions with
few flying days. But members have been visit-
ing other clubs.

lan Carruthers and Frank Smith fook lan's
Oly 460 to Booker to help instruct on holiday
courses; John Mclver went to Porimoak and
joined Ken Stewarl, a national coach, for a
two-day course; several went to the Cairn-
gorm GC in September and Mike and Peter
Richardson went to Australia and flew at King-
eroy and Benalla,

Next season we hope to run holiday
courses for the first time and with some help
from the Manpower Services Commission
plan to make more site improvements.

F.S.S.

ENSTONE EAGLES (Enstone Airfield)
Unfortunately the long hot summer broke in
the middle of our Regionals and a promising
competition was cut short by high winds and
rain. Some of the campers were forcibly
removed from the airfield with gusts of wind
up to 50kt. A. Pozerskis won the Open Class
and P. Hawkins the Sport Class. Congratula-
tions to them both.

Our autumn open weekend brought many
visitors and some publicity with a spot on
Radio Oxford. The club fieet will soon be up
fo strength with another K-7 to replace the
one with the failed mainspar. Our thanks to
Tony Cox on acquiring the glider and con-
gratulations on gaining his inspector’s ticket.

Steve Williams has gained his Bronze C
and bought into the Skylark 900" while Dave
Johnson and Ken Sparkes are now flying a
Kestrel.

G.D.

ESSEX (North Weald)
It is with deep regret we announce the death
of Bob Brown. He was taken ill at the club in
August and died in hospital a week later.

Bob joined the club in 1976, going solo in a
K-13, later flying a Pirat and progressing to a
PIK. He was a very active member, both as
an instructor and on the committee. Bob was
liked by all who came in contact with him. Qur
sympathy goes to his wife and family.

M.R.T.

ESSEX & SUFFOLK (Whatfleld)
Paul Robinson made an exemplary contribu-
tion in the Inter-Club League at Crowland by
coming 1st on both days in the Novice Class
to bring us 3rd overall. Paul and Gary Blythe
flew their five hours during our October
expedition to Portmoak and Garry, David
Odhams and Gordon Chalmers have com-
pleted their Bronze Cs. Congratulations also
to Steve Hornung on going solo.

Robbie Hatwell, who is tugging with us,
came 2nd in the Inter-University Competition

at Lasham in the new club K-6¢cR. The K-21
has now arrived.

Summer evening flying was at Whatfield
and Ipswich where Pete Collier went solo on
his third flight — is this a record in modem
generation training?

R.C.A.
NB. Pete is the CFl of the local power flying
club.

HAMBLETONS (RAF Dishforth)

The summer finished with some moderate
thermal and wave days giving several Bronze
legs. We also have a healthy number of new
members fo start the winter.

Congratulations to Roger Mann on going
solo and to Richard Letts who on his first solo
managed a soaring flight of over 30min.

Clive Stainer has successfully completed
an instructors’ course and the Blaniks, after
their undercarriage trouble, should be flying
again soon.

J.P.

HEREFORDSHIRE (Shobdon Airfleld)

August and September have been marvel-
lous with a lot of hours logged and numerous
cross-country flights. The end of September
showed the wave season is back and as
usual Mike Costin flew in excess of 10 000ft.

Dunstable are coming for a wave week at
the end of October and quite a few members
spend part of the Christmas holiday wave fiy-
ing. If anyone wants to come along with their
glider, or would like to utilise our fleet, ring us
on Kingsland 369.

Unfortunately our tug was overturned by a
freak gust with our tug pilot, Andy Williams,
still strapped in. Andy was unhurt but the tug
will be out of action until January. Thankfully
we have a replacement.

B.J.H.

INKPEN (Thruxton)
There have been many achievements worthy
of congratulation. Mike Lamb and Mark
Baldwin have gone solo; Mike Thorne, Steve
Lamboumne, Charlie Davis, Harry McBride,
Jim Nipe, Wendy Harper and Robert Edgson
have Silver heights, Wendy and Robert com-
pleting their Silver Cs; Bill Murray (SHK) has
Gold distance and Diamond goal and Bryan
Taylor flew 260km In August and contacted
our wave in June.

Several members are going to Aboyne on
an expedition.

T.D.

KENT (Challock)
The improved weather in the latter part of the
season has resulted in numerous badge
flights. Congratulations to Barrie Newman,
Sylvia Priestly and Don Puttock on going
solo; Stuart Ray on completing his Bronze
C; Roger Ellis, Alison Fith and Malcolm
Smith on their durations and to Dave Moor-
man, Julle Williams, Roger Ellis, Anne John-
son, Ken Davis, Dave Beams and Geoff
Johnson on Silver distances.

Our task week in August was undoubtedly
our best ever with seven out of nine contest
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Windcones made in Ministry of Defence
Hypalon®, also in nylon and cambric.
Landing Marker Sets in bright orange.
National, Advertising Flags and
Banners.

Canvas Covers for all requirements.
Flagstaffs supplied and erected in
Steel, Aluminium, Fibreglass and
Timber — suitable for Windcones.

PIGGOTT BROTHERS & CO. LIMITED
Stanford Rivers, Nr. Ongar, Essex CM5 9PJ
Tel 0277 363262
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A must for any glider pilot planning to My in wavel
Practical Wave Flylng by Mark Palmer.
Mustrated with photographs and line drawings. 104
pages, soft cover. Order from the pubiisher for (US.)
$8.95 + 53.05 postage and handling

Sunland Press, P.O. Box 19681
San Diego, CA 92119, USA

BRIAN WEARE

GLIDER WORKS
DUNKESWELL AIRPORT
HONITON, DEVON

Tels: Luppitt 318 (8-6 pm)
Honiton 41679 (after 6 pm)

MAJOR OR MINOR REPAIRS ON

WOOD, GLASS-FIBRE, OR METAL.

ALSO RESPRAYS GLIDERS AND
LIGHT AIRCRAFT

C of A OVERHAULS

AVSAKD e B.GA, CAA, P.FA. APPROVALS

from HOBBIES

(\\9 hoffmann

TWO SEAT GRP MOTOR GLIDER
DOCILE HANDLING

AVAILABLE IN UK

FOLDING WINGS

EXCELLENT PERFORMANCE
THREE POSITION PROPELLER

Contact Airmark Aviation Ltd, 48 Crosslands Avenue, Southall, Middx

H36 DIMONA

Tel 01-574-1603

WEE:'TLEY AIF?C'F? 7/

PERSONAL, QUICK, HIGH QUALITY REPAIHS. MAJOR OR

MINOR TO GLASS AND CARBON FIBRE, STEEL TUBE, WOOD,

METAL, C.A A, ARGON ARC WELDING, INSTRUMENTATION,

RE-SPRAY, RE-FABRIC. SUPPLY OF REPAIR MATERIALS AND
GLIDER SPARES. C of A's to all types.

SIMON WESTLEY
65 Brooklands Drive, Leighton Buzzard
Beds. LU7 8PE
Tel. 0525-379567
ANYTIME INCLUDING EVENINGS AND WEEKENDS

Lomond Country Inn

KINNESWOOD
1 Mile from Scottish Gliding Union, Portmoak

Recently built bedrooms, complete with shower,
toilet, TV, radio, etc. at very reasonable prices and a
first-class a la carte menu available every evening.
Last orders 9.30 pm.

Telephone: SCOTLANDWELL (059 284) 253 or 317
280

|
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Whether your
aircraft is built in
wood, metal, or
glass you can be

sure of expert

repairs from:

SOUTHDOWN AERO

SERVICES LTD.
LASHAM AIRFIELD
ALTON, HANTS
Telephone Herriard (025 683) 359
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days. Tony Moulang (ASW-20) won League 1
and Dave Mooman (Skylark 4) League 2.

There have been numerous enjoyable
expeditions to other sites this year. Our
commiserations to Don Connelly (Libelle)
who flew 297km on his Gold distance attempt
from Husbands Bosworth.

An expedition to Bidford was enjoyed by
many members who had the use of a Janus.
We are hoping to augment our fleet with a
glass-fibre two-seater when funds permit.

Qur barbecue in August was well attended.
Congratulations to Doug Berry and John
Reeves on gaining their instructor ratings.

J.B.

LAKES (Walney Airfleld)

In August Peter Redshaw (Kestrel 19) landed
15km short of completing the first 300km
liangle from Walney. He flew to Penrith,
Consett, Sutton Bank and returned via Pen-
rith.

Ray Jackson is still top of the Club Ladder.
The Capstan has been given a brand new
canopy.

EK.

LONDON (Dunstable)

Despite the poor weather earlier in the sea-
gon, we have managed to fly more than
26 000km, largely contributed to by Robin
May who completed his third Diamond with a
500km triangle. For an encore he did it again
a few days later and extended the flight after
finishing to 650km, probably a club record!

Congratulations 1o Warren Kay on a fine
performance in the Standard Nationals flying
a glider he had only received three days
before the competition started.

Recent first solos have included Edwina
Austin, Martin Adams, Michele Collingham,
and Clive Bird.

D.S.

MIDLAND (Long Mynd)

Congratulations to Ted Holmes and Kevin
Hounsom on going solo, to David Cole on
completing his Bronze C, Adrian Ridley on
Siiver distance and John Stuart on his
Diamond goal. This was a very well-deserved
achievement for John, who had attempted his
300km in the Cobra on several previous
occasions.

Our task week at the end of August went
well, although besset by weak conditions and
very poor visibility. We managed five contest
days as well as a spot-landing contest and a
traller-reversing competition. Ben and Trish
Watson from Lasham won the trophy for the
3rd year running, although they had to bring a
Nimbus 2 into play to defeal us this year.
Diana King was 2nd and Chris Alldis 3rd.

We have started to convert our winches to
runon LPG with, so far, excellent results and,
we hope, substantial savings in the long run.

D.M.K.

NORFOLK (Tibenham Airfield)
Thanks to the sterling efforts of team man-
ager Mike Lee, we enjoyed a second victory
in the Inter-Club League. Our harvest task
week was flown in the murk of stubble fires
and won by Norman Clowes (Pirat).

Emie Cunningham has completed a suc-
cessful tour of air shows displaying Ruma-
nian aerobatics in the 1S-30.
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Plans are well in hand for the BGA
Weekend at the Hotel Norwich in March and
we are looking forward to the influx of visitors.

N.F.S.

NORTH DEVON (Eaglescott)

It is 12 months since we moved to this site
and we have now bought the land and com-
pleted a 60ft by 60ft hangar for the Grob 190
and other light aircraft. It has proved to be a
good thermal site and wave has been
explored in the motor glider to the lee of
Darimoor.

Congratulations on going solo to Bob
Peake, the first this year and in his own Swal-
low, and to Chris Pittaway, a Boscombe
Down helicopter test pilol. Dave Harris was
the first to solo in the Grob followed soon
after by Robin Boyes. We welcome Duncan
Andrew back to gliding and he hopes to have
his Kirby Kite ready for Easter.

Our thanks to Bristol & Gloucestershire GC
friends, Pete Florence, Paul Little, Sandy
Rham, Chris Taylor and lan Hey who
knocked up some 120 to 180 air experience
flights each week in July (see BGA news).

The field will be open seven days a week
as a limited facility airfield from April 1 to Sep-
tember 30 and if flying in, avoid over-flying
the radar station on south side circuits and on
landing beware of the cable run on the north
side of the strip.

B.P.

NORTHUMBRIA (Currock Hill)

The July expedition to Coventry GC resulted
in Graham McAndrew completing his Gold C
with a 300km triangle in his SHK.

Our courses and passenger flying evenings
during the summer seemed 1o attract reason-
able weather which never stayed around at
the weekends. Congratulations to Alan Scott
on his passenger rating, to Roy Mitchison for
gaining his Bronze so quickly and to David
Henley (now back at Cambridge) for going
solo.

L.E

NORTH WALES (Pen-y-Parc, Nr Holywell)
Our secretary, J. Nicholson, Is retiring due to
pressure of work and will be succeeded by B.
Sedgwick. We have fitted a new engine to
our winch to give better launches.

Lack of soaring days has been compen-
sated by the quantity of launches. Saturday,
July 29 saw a club record of 78 launches for
one day.

First solos on our 50 year-old Grunau Baby
were by D. Sprake, |. Walton, A. Sinclair and
E. Deyes. B. Tweed gained his first Bronze
leg during his first solo bungy launch at the
Long Mynd.

Our Christmas dinner-dance
December 10.

is on
B.S.

OUSE (Rufforth Alrfield)
Our efforts at publicity and recruitment have
brought an influx of enthusiastic new mem-
bers and our flying evenings were a consid-
erable success. We flew handicapped teen-
agers from a local club and it was such a
shared pleasure we hope to make this a regu-
lar fixture.

Congratulations to Wally Hayward, Steve
Kirby and Pam Bottomer on resoloing, Wally

after 25yrs, and to Richard Thomson on
completing his Silver C. John
Cheeseborough retired as CFl and our
thanks to him for two years’ hard work. At the
AGM in August Richard Challand, John Reed
and Hugh Etherington retired from the com-
mittee to be replaced by Steve Lee, Neil
Ashworth and Mark Thompson.

R.T.

OXFORD (Weston on the Green)

Our numerous new members have been
encouraged by our pilots' achievements this
season, We congratulate lan Piggott on going
solo; lan Mailer, Colin Shepard, Phil Barlow
and Nick Porat on Silver distances, Phil and
Nick also on gaining Bronze Cs, and Steve
Druce on completing his Silver C with a dura-
tion. :

Phil Hawkins came 1st in the Enstone Reg-
ionals’ Sport Class and Jane Randle was 2nd
in the Open with Mike Randle 2nd in the
Lasham Regionals' Open Class.

Glen Bailes and Tom Lamb are new assis-
tant Cat instructors. During our August flying
week Dave Roberts organised a trip to
Enstone where members gained valuable
aerotow experience.

In our continued search for a new site we
visited a disused airfield at Berinsfield in
August. A farmer kindly made the land avail-
able to us after harvesting his wheat but while
it was a successful and interesting experi-
ence, the long term prospects aren't good
mainly because of the site's proximity to Ben-
son.

P.W.

RATTLESDEN (Rattlesden Airfield)

Qur August flying week again escaped the
rain and we took advantage of numerous
thermals. Our thanks to the Essex & Suffolk
GC for the use of their Pilatus B-4 during the
week — the tuneful “bong” which accom-
panied strong lift made a pleasant change
from the usual "creak’!

The tuneful “bong" which accompanied strong lift.

Our congratulations to Keith Miller, Paul
Gooch and Carl Shedden on going solo; Rob
Smith and Tony Emmerson for completing
their Silver Cs and to Colin Poole for Silver
distance. Humphrey Chamberlain and
Charles Portway have successfully com-
pleted instructors' courses.

R.W.

SOUTHDOWN (Parham Airfield)

Poor conditions have limited soaring since
the end of the summer but still allowed our
team to win the SE Inter-Club League. The
regular Tuesday evening course has finished
for the year and was again a good success
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Gliderwork
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and REPAIRS

JSW goes computer-compatible
NEW ZX81 (16K) programmes . ....... £5.00
— practise calculations!
— assess wind component veclors!
— ‘fiy’ your glider home efficiently!
AND JSW Calculators:
Single weight, K-8 — Libelle ... .. £5.50
Aquarius (2-welght) — ASW-19 to

By L. GLOVER senior inspector NS G e e o e £9.00
A AND Dolphin Kits
Q}E Single weight ................. £27.50
\g Double weight .. ............... £45.00
Cy Details from:
Husbands Bosworth Airfield, Near Rugby JSW SOARING
Tel. Markel Harbarough 880375 1 The Jollies, Crondall, Farnham, Surrey
Lutterworth 57544 (0252-850299)
(r Q)
1 2 3 saL VOL

kL TM62

TM.62 Ground Set

Fitted with 129.9, 130.1 and 130.4. 5 watts output, Size 2¥sx 5 x 81",

Price £195 plus VAT

TM.61 Glider Radio

Output 1.8 watts at 12.5 volts.
Size 2%2x 2% x 7% long,

up to 6 Channels, normally
supplied with 130.1 and
130.4, complete with hand-
held mike (or Swan-neck
boom mike, optional extra

at £20), speaker and wiring
harness.

Price £180 plus VAT

C.A.A. welding and re-sprays. Repairs to wood, glass-fibre and steei tube
machines. Stocks of most materials for repairs and re-builds. Wide range
of instruments in stock. Barograph and A.S.I. Calibration.

London Sailplanes Ltd.

Tring Road, Dunstable, Bedfordshire Telephone Dunstable 62068
U.K. Agents for Avionic Dittel 720.Channel Radio
U.K. Agents for Tost and A. Schleicher
Open Monday to Saturday 9.00 am to 5.30 pm
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with several new solo pilots destined for pun-
dit status! Many thanks to Instructors Dick
Dickson and Roger Coote and all others who
have helped.

Congralulations on going solo to Paul
White, Finola Cuthell and Jeremy Cook. Also
to Naomi Collier on completing her Silver C.

The syndicale Blanik narrowly missed a
300km in mid-August and put several solo
machines in the shade.

The September expedition to Porimoak with
seven gliders was voted a success even
though the weather was not too good, and
Jim Heath reached 10 000ft!

R.W.

Obituary — T. L. Allard

Leslie Allard, chairman of the Southdown GC
for over twenty years and latlerly its presi-
dent, died on August 12 after a long illness.
He leaves a gap in the club which is shaped
characteristically by that large and generous
personality.

When he first joined the club he was a
national figure as a8 member of a famous
motoring family with outstanding successes
in racing and rallying. During his first winter
with us he astonished, delighted and scared
us by winning the Monte Carlo Rally with his
brother Sydney. His interest in motoring con-
tinued throughout his life but in gliding he
found a fascination which was a constant
pleasure to him. Long cross-country flights
were not for him, but he would squash him-
self into the little Tutor, elbows sticking out,
for half an hour on the hillside at Firle which
seemed lo give him as much delight as the
most outrageously exciting rallies of his earlier
years, :

He became chairman at a time when it was
becalmed on a site where there was no sec-
urity of tenure and where the flying was
limited. He saw the future clearly and led the
search for a long-term home with conditions
which would allow the club to develop its
potential. His reward came when the club
established itself at Parham in 1974 and the
flying achievements which followed proved
that his vision was a true one.

He gave us leadership of a very high order.
It was compounded of goodwill, integrity and
wisdom. For this the BGA awarded him its
Diploma and the club gave him all the hon-
ours it could command. But we shall
remember him also as our friend who made
us laugh at his stories, supported us with his
strength and in whom no peftiness was poss-
ible. He was a big man.

Joan Cloke

STAFFORDSHIRE (Morridge)

The Shropshire Soaring Group were our
hosts again for their two task weeks at Chet-
wynd. Our thanks to them for their help and
hospitality. Alan Jones, Mike Golder and Ken
Whitton completed their Silver Cs and John
Graham managed his five hours.

Alan Jones and Mike Golder have also
completed their instructors' courses and with
David Thorpe, who qualified earlier this year,
and Dick Bowyer from Challock, our instruct-
or strength is now up to ten, the highest
since we moved to Morridge.

The season has given plenty of flying days
but produced little cross-country activity. A

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




small group are taking the club K-18 on an
expedition to Portmoak.
B.G.

STRATFORD ON AVON
{Long Marston Airfield)
Good old Fred! (Fred Barratt that is) cracked
it at last, Bronze after 12yrs. Go on Fred you
can do it — Silver; Gold; Diamonds even,

Congratulations to Bob Hatton, Roy Hinch-
ley, Mike Ferguson and Alan Broadbridge
on going solo. Silver Cs have been com-
pleted by Maureen and John Leonard (same
day), Peter Fanshawe, Frank Jeynes and
Barry Kerby. Colin Bushell has his duration
and special congratulations to Vivienne
Wright on her Whitbread bursary award for
completing Bronze before her 17th birthday.

QOur Inter-Club League team have done
expecially well, winning the area title for the
third successive year.

One for the winter social diary — Christ-
mas Party, Saturday, December 10.

M.M.

STRATHCLYDE (Strathaven Airfield)
Membership is now 54 following a welcome
intake o new members in recent months. Our
open days on June 26-27 were an unqualified
success with 93 flights logged, including 28
on the Falke, Our thanks to everyone con-
cemed.

Congratulations to Alan Kennedy on gain-
ing his PPL; to Arthur Hughes, David John-
stone and Jeff Henderson on their Falke
solos and to JIm Murdoch and Alex Findlay
on going solo.

We are negotiating to buy a 34ft by 128ft
hangar for £6000 which we will erect our-
selves.

A.F.

SURREY & HANTS (Lasham Airfield)
Congratulations to Steve Savage on his
Diamond goal in what has otherwise been a
relatively quiet second half to the season,
unless you count August 3.

lgnoring the many worthy flights of less
than 500km on that day, the Lasham tally ran
as follows: Diamond distances, Lionel Sole,
Tony Norrie, John Bastin, Geoff Gentry
{though he already has a plastic one made in
the USA), visitor Tom Docherty (who flew
660km into France, see p246), Chris Lovell,
{605km triangle), Chris Starkey, (680km of a
curtailed 750) and Alan Purnell who is claim-
ing a 633km triangular distance record.

John Bell (Mosquito), Phil Guthrie (Astir)
and John Bastin (Astir) competed in the
Lasham Regionals while Bob Szule proved
that the Ventus in 17m configuration Is a
match for Nimbus 2s in the Open Class
Nationals.

The annual expedition to Porimoak Iis
already under way and as popular as ever.

C.GS.

SWINDON (South Marston)

Qur disco-barbecue in August was as suc-
cessful as ever. The next social event is a
Guy Fawkes party — the fire to consist of the
remains of the Pirat trailer which Al McCaf-
frey “field landed" whilst en route to Nymps-
field. Somehow the Pirat was removed
undamaged from the wreckage but his car
was altered a little and the trailer a lot. Al was
shaken but not stirred.

A welcome visitor was Air Marshal Sir
Michael Beavis, president of the RAFGSA,
who landed on a cross-country flight from
Bicester. Once he had overcome his aston-
ishment at the red tape which greets those
who land at South Marston, the Air Marshal
proceeded to cut a polite but firm swathe
through the Air Traffic Controller's rule that no
"foreign” tugs will be allowed in on retrieves.

The clubroom wall now sporis a handsome
plaque presented to us by the gliding club at
Salzgitter, Swindon's twin-town in Germany.
We hope to organise an expedition to Salzgit-
ter 10 sample soaring in the Hartz Mountains.

Steve Foggin has taken over from Dave
Schofield as CFl — our thanks to Dave for
his efforts. Richard Chapman Is back on two
feet but swears that he will never again be
seen on two wheels. Congratulations to Andy
Sman on re-soloing after a lay-off of some
years.

P.M.

TRENT VALLEY (Kirton Lindsay)

We were pleased with our progress in the
Inter-Club Northern League, beating Derby &
Lanes into second place, Doncaster into third
and Newark & Notts into fourth, Congratula-
tions to the pilots.

Eight of our members completed in the
Northern Regionals, our Mick Ward winning
the Sport Class for the third successive year.
John Swannack and John Rice came fourth
in the Open Class, sharing a Kestre! 19,

Congratulations to Nick Crowcroft, Paul
Newby and Nigel Bull on their Silver Cs, Nigel
gaining all three legs in one flight, and to
Chris O'Sullivan on going solo.

Qur new clubhouse is almost ready for the
official opening.
R.H.

ULSTER (Bellarena)

We've had a spate of first solos — Andrew
McKibben, Campbell McCaughrain convert-
ing from power, Alan Sorrens, a US visitor
who'll soon be leaving us, and Carson Boyd.
On our second ab-initio course Carson sol-
oed in only nine flights after a break from fiy-
ing of almost 40yrs. He hadn't piloted a thing
since 1945 when he was demobbed after
RAF service flying Master Ills towing GA
Hotspurs at a wartime GPTS. For all his tug-
ging, he'd never been in a glider before.
Charles Hill is a rather newer tug pilot.

Cross-country opportunities have been few
since June though there have been some
good ridge days and, on September 11,
excellent NW wave in which Billy Craig and
Alan Sorrens, on a check flight, rocketed in
the Twin Astir to 15 000ft where it was still
going strong. Alan McKillen and Laurence
McKelvie gained Gold heights in the ASW-20
and DG-400 respectively and the writer
Phoebussed twice to Letterkenny at
10-11 000ft.

A mid-winter trip to high-summer Australia
is on the cards for a small Ulster/Dublin party,
Meanwhile, the PIK 20p has gone; the Blair/
Farrell/Martin Monerai being built in Larme
should appear shortly; Alan Sands is making
good progress restoring an old Grunau Baby
Il as a change from glass and two other
restoration projects involve a Blanik and a
K-6¢a. The club Capstan is to be re-covered
with a colour change.

R.R.R.

WELLAND (Middleton)

Congratulations to Doris Bryant, our CFl's
wife, on going solo; Tony Fisher who has
re-soloed after an eight year lay-off; John
Hytch on his first Bronze leg and to Dick
Short on completing his Bronze C.

QOur membership is over 40 with new
members still coming. The flying nights have
been very popular and contributed to club
funds — our thanks to the helpers.

We are going to re-cover the Bergfalke
fuselage ready for winter expeditions;
Bronze C lectures are planned for the winter
evenings and some syndicate changes are
imminent.

R.H.S.

THE REPAIR SPECIALISTS

PEEDWELL
AILPLANES

NOW IN OUR 23rd YEAR

WE REPAIR: GLASS — STEEL — ALLOY — WOOD

LLOYD'S TUG AIRCRAFT REPAIRS AND RE-COVERS RAPID
APPROVED —_— SERVICE
VINTAGE AIRCRAFT REBUILDS
FULLY QUALIFIED STAFF

SHEPLEY LANE, HAWK GREEN, MARPLE, CHESHIRE Tel. 061-427 2488
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Pooley’s
Pilot’s Diary
1984

From the authors of Pooley’'s Flight
and Information Guides.

£3.45 inc. VAT £3.90 by post

Alrtour International
Elstree Aerodrome, Hertfordshire WD6 3AW
Telephone 01-953-4870/6064

DEVON AIRSPORTS

WANTED: WINCH DRIVER
PAY: M.G. P.P.L. on
GROB 109

Also wanted for 1984
PASSENGER CARRIERS
See BGA Newsletter

+ ASS CAT/FULUMGIR
FULL + PART TIME

0271 78204

WOLDS (Pocklington Airfield)

Thanks to the incredible versatility and untir-
ing efforts of many of our members, the site
is looking very smart and efficient. We have
moved into our new clubhouse and the struc-
tural testing of the magnificent bar is well
underway.

The season has been good for organised
visits and in nearly 60 evenings we have
enteriained over 1000 visitors.

Congratulations to Sue Room on going
solo on her 16th bithday and to the many
others who have gone solo, as well as fo
Steve McNeil, Avelyn Bennett and Derrick
Roddie on completing their Silver Cs. One of
the most notable flights this year was Alan
Hunter's climb to 12 500ft in wave (equalling
the club record) in early July.

H.L.

YORKSHIRE (Sutton Bank)

Congratulations to young Newitt on going
solo. Jeff Larkin is our newest instructor and
lan Stromberg a fully fledged tug pilot. Dick
Stoddant is in his usual place on the Club
Ladder — top.

Part of the aiffield has been reseeded in
the hope of stopping the heather from taking
over. The two K-21s are proving extremely
popular.

Bristol and Gloucestershire GC visited us
and achieved three Silver heights and one
Gold. We are now looking forward to our
winter visitors.

The Vintage Glider Club have been discus-
sing their involvement in our jubilee week
next year to celebrate our 50th anniversary,
to which everyone will be welcome.

H.H.

AMF ENTERPRISES [ YOU'VE GOT TO HAVE STYLE' |

Without doubt the most
established and
experienced glider

trailer manufacturers
in the UK

Most clubs buy AMF

Over 90 built to date

Talk to any AMF trailer
owner before you order

The best value for money

YOU KNOW WHAT YOU'RE GETTING
WITH AN AMF TRAILER

Call in, ring or write for details
MEMBURY AIRFIELD, LAMBOURN, BERKS

0488 72224
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OXFORDSHIRE SPORTFLYING CLUB

ENJOY MOTOR-GLIDING FROM ENSTONE

Improve your gliding prowess and safely by a session of field landing
practice and cross-counlry navigation lraining. Additionally our
MGPPL training syllabus calers for students at all levels of experi-
ence, from the complete beginner to the proficient soaring pilot with a
Silver Badge. And having gained your licence, our aircraft are readily
available for your private use.

PERSONAL TUITION BY CAA-APPROVED INSTRUCTORS GORDON CAMP and TED AYLING
SEVEN DAYS A WEEK OPERATION — BOOK YOUR FLYING BY THE HOUR
PAY ONLY FOR FLYING — THERE IS NO MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION

*

FOR SAILPLANE AND MOTOR-GLIDER MAINTENANCE

CONTACT OQUR ASSOCIATED COMPANY GORDONAIR LTD
ENSTONE AERODROME, CHURCH ENSTONE, OXFORDSHIRE OX7 4NP Tel 060872-208

in our fleet of GROB 109's

SERVICIE
NEWS

BANNERDOWN (RAF Hullavington)

Brian Logan who won the Inter-Services Regionals’
Club Class in the K-18.

August was super with a record number of
cross-country kilometres flown. All the club
single-seaters went on tasks and one
memorable weekend every single-seater
went cross-country, most on both days.
Several attempled goal flights — "Noddy"
Willilams completed his Silver C with a 70km
flight and Andy Stenton gained Gold distance
and Diamond goal. Commiserations to Keith
Darby (297km) and to Pat Rowney (430km),
Congratulations to Brian Logan on winning
the Club Class at the Inter-Services Region-
als in the K-18. Derek Findlay flew his first
Comp, the Enstone Regionals, in the K-6E.
Brian Law has gone solo, Paul Mason has his
second Bronze leg and Phil Sheard has both.
Our late “soaring” week in September had
plenty of flying bul no soaring. A few pilots
and aircraft recently went to Talgarth for an
enjoyable week,
V.R.D.

BICESTER (RAFGSA Centre)
The Inter-Services Regionals was well re-
presented by our pilots in all Classes, Terry
Joint coming 2nd in the Open Class and
Jeremy Beringer 3rd in the Sport. Martin Low-
rie and John Hull flew the Enstone Regionals.
Among the badges gained recenlly were
Silver Cs by Simon C-G, Andy Foster and
Shaz Pearcey, Shaz completing hers at the
Ladies' Gliding Weekend at Cranwell. Jim
Belk achieved Diamond goal in the Cirrus.
Pete Abbey has a full permit for his home-
built Currie Wol (SE5) and generously let
club members fly it. Pete is also mastermind-
ing the move of the bar to the airfield side of
the hangar.

SAILPLANE & GLIDING




Paul Steiner is planning another Talgarth
expedition for April. As a result of the success
of last year's visit, this one will be for a fort-
night. The Janus will be spending the winter
months at Dishforth fully kitted out for high
altitude flying.

S. &J.

CLEVELANDS (RAF Dishforth)

QOur competition pilots did well with a special
mention to Kev Kiely (second in the Inter-
Services Regionals) and Ben Benolst (sixth in
the Nationals), both in Standard Class glid-
ers. Congratulations to Mark Mercer on Silver
distance in his Blanik and Neil Evans on
going solo. Andy Smarl is now an assistant
Cat instructor.

We have suffered a series of Blanik under-
carriage collapses but they are now back on
line. The first of the winter's visitors have
arrived to sample the delights of wave.

P.W.

FENLAND (RAF Marham)

A disappointing summer for achievements
ended with our “professional’ pupil, Dave
Hazetton, ruining an unbroken run of five
years' of instruction by going solo. Pat Heady
and Steve Hall have gained Bronze legs,
Steve having since converied to the K-8,
Pete Kelly completed his Silver C by doing
five hours in the SF-26, a feat of endurance
in more ways than one, and Andy "Yank" has
Silver height. Andy Stenton flew a 300km
friangle at Hullavington and Pete Williams
has regained his instructor's rating after a
long absence from gliding.

GLIDER
INSTRUMENTS

Approved agent for PZL and Cambridge
instruments, sales and repairs
Now Sole Agents for Ball variometers
Barographs calibrated

Alf Warminger, an old club member, drop-
ped in when on a cross-country from
Tibenham, and John Whitworth landed out
one mile from the airfield, the first time in
15yrs of continuous gliding! 5

| L

HUMBER (RAF Scampton)

At last an Inter-Services Regionals where the
weather was warm and sunny and thermic
the whole ten days! Is this a record? The club
put up a very creditable performance, with all
pilots doing well, Dick Gibbs was 4th in a
K-18, Alan Clarke 7th in an ASW-19, Chris
Gildea 10th in his SHK and Andy Ratcliffe a
close 11th in the club Astir 77.

Mike Kent has completed his Bronze C,
and gained Silver height along with Sandy
Weaver. Colin Wylie has converted 1o the K-8
and flown his first Bronze leg, while Barry
Munday has re-soloed afler several years
away from gliding.

We have had another infiux of pupils which
should keep us busy through the winter
months.

KM.G.

KESTREL (RAF Odiham)
We say farewell to Alpha 2, the elder of our
K-13s, to make room for the new K-21.

We are happy that Lynn Griswood has
recovered from the injuries she received in
Northern Ireland last Christmas and, in addi-
tion to recently soloing, has been 1o tea at
Buckingham Palace! Other recent solo flights
were by Mark Cooper, Adrian Willis and Dave
Holt whilst Bronze legs have been flown by
Adrian Gardiner, Paul Ross-Smith, Sally
Andrea and Geoff Seaman, Sally and Geoff
have also flown Silver legs, as have Ron
Mitchell and Peter Swinhoe, and lan Sea-
brook and John Trudgian have their Silver
Cs.

The Mini-Nimbus is at Aboyne chasing
Diamonds and a visit is planned to Talgarth in
the spring. Finally ownership of the Swallow
EMK has passed to lan Gorton.

PHOENIX (RAF Briggen)

Our cross-country mileage is up on last year
but individual achievement isn't as high as
was hoped. John Marriott flew his Diamond
goal in July and Dave Stewarl managed
285km. Bob Little, Tony Duignan and John
Allison have Silver heights and solo flights
were by Katherine Allison, boosting our
female pilots' union by 33'2%, Dave Tassel,
Steve Westlake and Clive Robinson,

The K-13 has been sold o a German club
and the proceeds will help to buy the second
K-21, due in February, Membership has fallen
and a recruiting drive is having scant suc-
cess.

John Norman and lan Smith are taking the
K-18 and Blanik to Bisperode in October hop-
ing for a repeat of last year's crop of dura-
tions.

A.FM.D.

TWO RIVERS (Laarbruch)

We have had a reasonably successful sum-
mer, the high point being Simon Hutchinson's
507km triangle. There have been many
500km attempts, the most notable being by
Al Thomson, Bob Dail and Mick Mahon,

The hangarage problem has become more
critical and we are faced with having to rig
and de-rig each weekend.

We welcome Gordon Parker, our new
DCFl, Pete Stratton and Mitch Page with
Barry Elliott due in January to take over as
CFI. There are sad farewells to a number of
club stalwarts including Bob and Jane Long-
more, Adrian Thomas, Andy and Lynn Pow-
ell, Simon Hutchinson and our CFI, Mick
Mahon.

Congratulations to Al Thomson on becom-
Ing a full Cat; Steve Tape and Les Fellows on
passing their assistant Cat courses and to
Graham Eccles, Stan Stanley and Shaun
Ellis on going solo.

We are just setting off on our ridge soaring
expedition to Bisperode with the Phoenix GC.
Our AGM is in December and we are plan-
ning to replace our Cirrus with a DG-300.

PA. M.CM.
M. G. Hutchinson
5 Glendevon Road
Woodle
BLACK MOUNTAINS
Telephone 0734 696491 G L I D I N G C L U B
Unique setting and topograph
BRISTOL & GLOUCESTERSHIRE 9 9 Pog p. y
GLIDING CLUB ensures more chance of soaring
kg meos 0 ok o e n o than anywhere else in UK
ts ]
| ST (See article RIDGE SOARING REVIVED by Peter Saundby
(Normally weekends only in winter) in August “S&G" pages 152 and 153)
HOLIDAY COURSES — April to October
= sconmodson o e MOUNTAIN FLY TALGARTH
Bristol Jg?ogg:;::r:!ﬁf;eg& ng Club T H IS W I NTER
Nymgﬂf.mégg%‘(om Telephone Derek Eckley 0874 711254 (evenings)
Tel. 0453-860342
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11th INTERNATIONAL VINTAGE GLIDER RALLY

July 23-August 3, Budakeszi-Farkashegy Airfield, nr Budapest

This was the first time the VGC had held a
Rally behind the Iron Curtain. Due to the near-
ness of Budapest, airspace restrictions were
imposed, but these did not prevent the 41
gliders flying 630 hours amid beautiful sur-
roundings. The Hungarians were perfect hosts
and even provided hangarage for rigged glid-
ers. The weather was fine and hot with temp-
erature soaring to 36°C. Food and drink were
very cheap.

Teams from Belgium and Austria were with
us for the first time as were the following glid-
ers — the recently restored 1950s built Hun-
garian Junius 18; a Belgian Schweizer 2-22,
the Zugvogel 1 in which Hanna Reitsch won
the 1955 German Nationals; the Wasser-
kuppe Oldtimer Club's recently restored
ES 49, one of five examples built in 1951 by
Schleicher's to an Edmund Schneider design
and the first two-seater built in Germany after

the war; Guy Hamon's Breguet 904, Marc
Bourdon's C 800 and a Fauvel AV 36 flying
wing registered in Germany. which is the first
time we have had a flying wing glider at our
Rally.

W}; believe Peter Bourne's Scud 2, recently
restored to original finish, caused the greatest
impression of any sailplane at the Rally and
the sight of it soaring in the blue sky at 4000ft
with all Budapest as a backdrop, will linger
with us for ever. Colin Anson and partners’
T-31 was also at the Rally.

We were honoured with the presence of
Alexander Schieicher's son who has a Gold C
and All Three Diamond. He is a member of the
Wasserkuppe Oldtimer Club and we were
pleased he flew the British Rhénbussard for
an hour in thermals. He was most enthusiastic
about the machine which his father's firm had
built, together with 219 others, in 1937.

CHRIS WILLS

Launching was by PZL Wilgas, Gavrons
and a winch. The Hungarian Voécsbk primary
could only be winch and bungy launched.

Among the visitors was Emo Rubic, father
of the inventor of the Cube, who designed
nearly all the Hungarian vintage gliders, many
Hungarian veteran glider pilots and Wolfgang
Spéte and his wife, who hoped to visit Ludwig
Rotter, the father of Hungarian gliding, who is
dangerously ill in a Budapest nursing home.
Wolfgang was a famous pre-war Wasser-
kuppe pilot and won the 1938 Rhén Contest
flying the prototype Reiher.

The Hungarian authorities, who had given
the Rally full support, were pleased with the
event and we believe they are now going to
give the Hungarian vintage glider movement
encouragement. Already three Hungarian vin-
tage gliders have been restored and two more
should follow them next year. >

Vintage Glider Club’s (Rendez Vous) Rally

CHRIS WILLS also reports on the Rally held at Lasham from August 13-29

During the two weeks 27 of our gliders, some
of which were not taking par for the whole
period, flew more than 400 hours without
accident in conditions more suited to duration
flying in thermals rather than cross-country fly-
ing. This is not to say that cross-countries
were not done but often the poor visibility
made navigation hard and the fresh wind
made returns to Lasham difficult.

Colin Street was the organiser with
considerable help from members of his T-21C
syndicate and we thank them for their hard
work.

The overall winner and therefore this year's
winner of the Rodi Morgan trophy was Bev

George (Bergfalke 2) who once remained air-
borne, after an aborted 300km O/R, for over
ghrs. lan Smith (Slingsby Tutor) was only
three points behind and on the last day he flew
for Shrs 20min in thermals up to 4700ft near
Odiham. It was cold in open gliders at these
heights.

All lift during the Rally was from thermals
but when these gave out gliders were flown in
smoke lift from stubble fires of almost volcanic
violence and strength. This lift would take
gliders from 700ft to over 4000ft at more than
1000ftYmin, so that a hopeless situation at
700ft became starllingly changed two min-
utes later. We believe that never before have

vintage gliders been flown in such violent lift.

We were glad to welcome Hugo and Ursula
Roth from Switzerland with their Spyr 5 and
Neelco Osinga and partners from Holland with
their Grunau Baby 2.

A particularly good impression was made by
the Hitter H174 which won a day (if not two
days). Bim Molineux brought this aircraft from
Kenya last year. It had originally been built in
Holland. It was also exciting seeing the first
two flights of the “'new" King Kite, which were
very successful. David Jones had managed 1o
finish it after days and nights of work at the
Rally and his flights were the culmination of
3Y2yrs work.

GLIDERS, SAILPLANES,
MICROLITES, BALLOONS
AND POWERED AIRCRAFT

\FACILITIES AT LLOYD'S

/Make Insurance problems
just plane sailing . . . .

CONSULT THE AVIATION INSURANCE SPECIALISTS
FOR AN IMMEDIATE QUOTATION CONTACT: MATTHEW BELL OR STEWART PEARCE,

Holmes/Hulbert

Marine & Aviation Limited
Lowndes Lambert House, 53 Eastcheap
London, EC3P 3HL

Tel (01) 283-2000 Telex 8814631

i
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Overseas
News

Please send news and exchange copies
of journals to the Overseas Editor: A. E.
Slater, 7 Highworth Avenue, Cambridge,
CB4 2BQ, England.

The European Two-Seater cup was
held at Pottiers from August 2-13. There were
33 entries including four foreign entries. Pilots
selected thelr own tasks and points were
awarded for distance only. The best distance
flown was 502km.

The Bailleau Competition (August 1-11)
saw 66 pilots competing in the Standard and
15m Classes. The winner of the 15m Class
was Patrick Stouffs, son of the well-known
Belgian veteran World Championship pilot.

The Glasfliigel 304 15m glider is to be
produced once again. Georg Brauchle, a
well-known German trailer manufacturer has
bought the moulds and the manufacturing
rights. He has signed an agreement with
JASTREB of Yugoslavia for the aircraft to be
built there. The firm has previously built the
Cirrus under licence. Three to four 304s per
month are expected to be built. As there will
be no development costs and as labour in
Yugoslavia Is cheap, the price will be very
competitive — DM42 000, some DM10 000
cheaper than its main competitors.

Glaser-Dirks celebrated their tenth bithday
this autumn and in the decade have pro-
duced 500 gliders — 105 DG-100s (G); 189
DG-200s; 50 DG-400s; 151 DG 100 (G) Elans
and 5 DG-300s. At present the production
tale is ten aircraft per month and work has
slarled on the two-seater family, the first of
which will fly late in 1984,

coMpE LTI

[ NTERPRISE

==

1984

The venue once again
will be

NORTH HILL

Further information in the
next issue of
Sailplane and Gliding

DEVON AND SOMERSET
GLIDING CLUB

North Hill, Honiton, Devon

The Issoudun Competition (July 4-13)
was highly successful. Eight tasks were flown
including five in excess of 300km. There were
16 foreigners among the competitors.

Vinon European Mountain Competi-
tion. There were no fewer than 101 entries
in this Competition (July 18-27). There were
six task days with an average of 400km in the
Open Class and 325km in the Standard
Class. The winners were Jacques Rantet and
Francois Ragot respectively.

The LS-6, the 15m successor to the LS-3,
was due to fly in September. Series produc-
tion will start in January 1984.

The Italian Championships at Rieti were
won by Brigliadori, Standard Class, Peter, 15
Metre Class and Vergani, Open Class.

Listenlo Derek Piggott's tapes for beginners,
experienced pliots and Instructors

"A very useful supplement to your flight instruciion
which will seve you time and money”

“Listen as you drive lo your gliding she”

BASIC INSTRUCTION for beginnars

(R0 A T e e e BT Tt £10.85
POWER PILOT'S transition 1o gliders
NG CBON s s o cany evssis s s £10.85

AEROTOWS, WINCH, CAR LAUNCHES
)

and emergencies (two C80) .............. 0.95
THERMAL SOARING — TECHNIQUES

(onm: GO} i iy e o £5.95
STALLING and SPINNING GLIDERS

COPBCR0N 5o b g e warain hin o oo ica £5.95
FIRST FLIGHTS ON NEW TYPES

(eyt e s L R e e T R £5.95

SPECIAL FOR INSTRUCTORS
Five one-hour tapes on instructing technique, including
Derek giving air instruction,
£24.95 plus p&p 75p
Postage and packing:
Two cassette packs 50p  Single cassette packs 35p
From

DEREK PIGGOTT
Lasham Gliding Centrs, Alton, Hants GU34 5SS

“An ideal present for any gliding enthusiast”™

GUASSIEIEDISEGTION

Advertlsements, with remittance, should be
sent to Chelron Press Ltd, 7 Amersham Hill,
High Wycombe, Bucks. Tel 0494 442423. Rate
30p a word. Minimum £6.00. Box numbers £2.40
extra. Replles to box numbers should be sent
to the same address, the closing date for
classifled advertisements for the
February-March Issue Is January 3, a.m.

FOR SALE

Witter. Youcan’t buya
better towing bracket

Send for the price hist and name of your nearest
Witter stockist, or Tind aman Yellow Pages
For intormation or advice: C.P. Wilter Lid..

Chester. Tel. 024441166 @
TOWinG BRACHEY

TRAILERS MANUFACTURED 1o your requirements. Tim-
ber or Aluminium. Very competitive prices. GLIDER
REPAIRS, C of A. Martyn Wells, Long-Compton (Warwick-
shire) 217.

‘MITY" slainless weak links, 900 or 1100 Ib. Aero lowropes,
Winch chutes. Astieys Lid, Gosford St, Coventry, CV1 50J
(0203) 20771.

BADGES, Cuff Links, Tie Pins and Presentation Gitts for
Clubs. |. Markovils (Badge Maker) Lid, 1/3 Cobbold Mews,
London W12. Tel 01-743-1131.

OLY-2B. C of A April 1984, Dart type canopy. Enclosed
trafler. Barograph, audio vario, £2200. Tel 01-777-9186 (aher
Gpm).

TRAILERS. Made 1o Order. Peter Whatford. Tel Leighton
Buzzard (0525) 210921.

BLANIK FOR SALE In first class condition, both front and
rear panels instrumented. Very low hrs. 2-wheel open trailer.
Owner now abroad a lot. Must be sold. Ready to fly. Box No.
SG578.

ASW-19B with water ballast, based Dunstable. Instruments,
radio, parachute, barograph. Glass-fibre trailer, £11 000ono.
09276-6752 or 0525-714298,

STORCOMM

TWO-WAY RADIO
TR7603 Alr Set TR7804 Vehicle Set
Each set fitted with all four gliding
channels 130.4, 130.125, 130.1 and
129.9.

'Volmet' 128.6 optional on channel 4.
* Full power transmitter with excellent
speech quality.
* Highly sensitive and selective receiver
works both distant and close range.
* Extremely rugged and reliable.
* Full back-up service and spares
available. :
* CAA and NATS approved.
All radios supplied absolutely complete
with easy fit conneclors and all fittings.
Detailed information, prices and full
Technical Specifications FREE from
George Storey  Tel. 09327 84422
H.T. Communications
P.O. Box 4
SUNBURY ON THAMES

Middlesex, TW16 7TA

BOOKER
GLIDING CLUB

Experience the exhilaration of learn-

ing to glide over the lovely Chiltemn

countryside, at Britain's premier
Gliding Club.

Our professional instructors will

cater for your individual needs, using

our modem fleet of training gliders,
sailplanes and motor gliders.

Open 364 days a year

Short courses available
throughout the winter

Booker Gliding Club
W.A.P., Marlow, Bucks
Tel: (0494) 442501 or 29263

December 1983/January 1984
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NAME TAG WINGS
Machine Embroidered Patches 4 x 2%zin with
BGA Wings above your name. For Flying Sult,

Anorak, Hat, elc. Set of 4 for £8.00.
JON GODDARD

Creech View, Anthill Close, Denmead, Hants.
07014 56663

OPEN TRAILER — currently rigged lor L-Spatz. Good rmad-
holder. Seen Portmoak. Any reasonable offer. Tel
031-336-1249 (evenings).

¥S-85 Consort, 13.5m. Standard panel induding TE vario,
canopy cover, parachute, C of A, Low line aluminium trailer,
276 hours. £3500, Cheimsford 467547,

ASW-20F 197" 1/3rd share available now. Based at Booker,
Full competition panel, 360 channel radio. Aluminium traier,
excalient condilion. £5500. Conlact Chris Tipney, Reading
664073,

GLIDER
STICKPINS
for lapels, ties, etc.
Also
GLIDER
PENDANTS

In 9ct gold at £24.00 each
In Silver at £10 each
Supplied in a presentation box. The above
price includes post, packaging and insurance.
Please allow a maximum of 28 days for
delivery.

Cheques payable to:
CRADLEY JEWELLERS
87 High St, Cradley Heath, West Midlands B64 SHA
Tel (0384) 635808

COBRA 38-1 OUTFIT. Parachule, radio, barograph, oxygen,
full panel including T/S and audio vario, wire and AT hooks.
Very good condition, low fine trailer and easy two person rig-
ging aids, £5200. Phone Complon (Berks) 9722-8817 (even-
ings).

COBRA 15. Re-sprayed. Complete outfit: traller, parachute,
radio, audio, netto. Excellent climb performance 38/1 L/D.
Outstanding value. £44000n0. Bennett 0543 432231,

BLANIK 1973 in very good condition, no trafler, basic instru-
ments. 220000 BF. Aero Club Aalst, Affligemdreef 401, 9300
Aalst, Belglum. Tel 053/211603 Mr Lievents J.

COVERED trailer, all metal, 30' long, 50" wide, 64" height
and part finished Slingsby Sky. Offers East Leake 3906 (even-
ings).

PIK-20B 1975. Completely refinished 1982. Very nice.
600hrs. Alu-covered trailer (2yrs). Inslruments Weslerboer
5KB speedcommand, Avionic 720 channel radio. Every-
thing In superb condition, £9400. FOB Esbjerg. Niels Ebbe
Gierup, Silkeborgvej 2, DK-7400 Heming, Denmark. Tel
07-12 75 09 (evenings).

L-SPATZ 55. Vigc. 1:29. Reluctant sale due to syndicate
break up, good open traller, radio and parachute, £22000n0.
Can be seen at Cranwell or phone 0205 722654,

LS-3A 15/17. Fly as 15m or 17m flapped. Fully fitted AMF
aluminium trailer. Cambridge, A/horizon, Bohli, 720 channel
Dittel etc. £14000 or would consider hall share based
Lasham. Telephone Dixon. Wallon-on-Thames 244146,

SKY. Full panel including A/H, T&S, Cook vario. All metal
lra!ler R;gghg alds Suparb_ condition. C of A to Oct 1984,
red. Wilson, Leeds 579771 (day),

or 560579 (evenngs]

K-7, 1960, 1020hrs, original canopy. For more detalls please
contact K. Fink, Wetzlarer Str. 5, D-8308, Bulzbach, West
Germany, Tel 06033-65585.

SCHEIBE SAILPLANES & MOTOR GLIDERS
Two-seater Molor Gliders:

SF-25C-2000 Falke, SF-25F Superlalke

SF-28A Tandem Falke and glass-fibre SF-36

Two-seater Sailplane: SF-34 glass-fibre
NEW ULI microlight!

CRYSTAL TRADING

13 Pound Crescent, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2BG

Tel: Marlow (06284) 5740 (evenings and weekends)

OLY 463, Fully equipped. Immaculate condition 550hrs with
good closed traller. £3500. East Kirkby (07903) 249. Graham
Lamyman.

K-4 tandem two-seater. Insiruments, irailer. Recent C of A,
Vge. £8750n0. Tel Colchester (0206) 230964 (work), (0206)
8683627 (evenings).

ASW-17 No. 40, 1972. Trafler, instruments, rigging aids,
waterballast and spares. Wing covers. Ash radio, 360 chan-
nel. Low hrs, 2nd 1982 Nationals. Belonged to Bernard Filch-
ett. £14 800. Wil haggle. Tel 0277-352418.

SF-2TM Cy MOTOR GLIDER, 250 mile range at 70k1. Std
Cirrus performance as glider. Trailer, chute, numerous extras,
£50000n0, Also NEW WOODEN THAILER for sale. 30’ % 5'
% § 8 high, sultable two-seater. £15000n0. D. B. James,
Cherry Orchard, Mariow C Bucks, M 3509,

WOODEN TRAILER lor sale, good condition, suilable for
15m glider, £6500n0. Phone Crawley (0293) 26674 or Hay-
wards Health (0444) 450891,

AV 45.1 FAUVEL PROTOTYPE No. 1

Superb occasion — self launching 15m sallplane.
Newest version in wood plywood construction, with
new FX 68 H-159 Worl 1 airdoll especially
developed for untwisted flying wings-glida ratio + 30
38hp Rotax 642 engine. Beautiful aspect with canopy
from ASTIA. Basic instruments. Radio 220 channels.
(Sea Soaring Oclober 1979 and JANE'S). £9000.
Francois GROSS, Bertrichamps, Le Clairupt, 54120
BACCARAT, France.
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THE BEST COBRA in existence is now available! Qutfit con-
sists of trafler, parachute. Full panel includes Burton vario,
Winter vario with Dolphin, radio, oxygen, horizon, Never dam-
aged. Tel 0532-772990.

K-6E (comp. nl.lmber 75) complete with A/H, T/S, Audio vario,
radio, barog hute and well equipped
trailer. Total prnoe !‘.55000!10 Early sale could affect final
price. Contact Dave Roberts at Oxford 778057 for details.

DART 15. Superb condition. Recovered wings and tail, AH.,
Irvin, Crossfeil with audio, Dolphin, Oxygen, parachute.
Aluminium trailer, C of A May 1984, £4200. Tel Rugby 78056.

K-7. One-piece front canopy. Dittel radio 2 mikes. Audio + 2
Winter varios, trafler, current C of A. £3000. Booker 0832
72244 (evenings).

SPORT VEGA
Newmmhw&'—i?orn — basikc gana!pluu
— Slingsby Traller ittings (no tralier). £85000n0,
BLAN|

1K
C of A— Extensive rengvation Jan '83. Dual panels —
in verynoodordur Aerotow history, £29500n0.

SQGI'FN at Mmﬂ‘m tmhgr?

K-6CR (DEP). Immaculale condition, basic Instruments,
radio, new G of A. Open trailer. Based at Saltby. £3400. Con-
tact Aoy Lancaster, Nottingham 811307,

JANTAR STD 2. Superb condition. Privately owned, Favour-
able price. Never bean damaged. Basic instruments, Traller if
wanled. Lars Ullitz, Svendiundvej 3, Rind, 7400 Herning,
Denmark. Tel 07-164202.

SPECTRUM OWNERS. Practice final glides ail year round.
Choice of gliders, sites and difficulty faclors. Requires thermal
selection, navigation, mapwork and final glide calculations.
Mot just a game — a valuable training aid, 48K only. For
luriher delails write to Ken Stewart, lona, Oakhanger, Hants.

FOURNIER RF-58 Motorgllder. Two-seater, 1:28, feathering
prop, 360 comm, ADF, 2gph al 75kts, excellent condition.
Shares £2100. Mike Mold, Exster 38176.

BOHLI COMPASSES, Winter barographs, Mk 20 Altimeters,
Ferrantl horizons, electronic variometers, Low prices, fast
dalivery, no VAT, Flotek, 581 Fishponds Foad, Bristol, Tel
654800.

OFFERS are invited for a Slandard Astir 2. Would consider
exchange (with cash adjustment) for Club or CS Astir, Tel
0205-822351, ext 85579 day, or 0962-883581 (evenings).

ASW-20 FL for sale. Conlact A. Kay, Gt Missenden 2491 or
A. Hegner 01-445-2691.

SLINGSBY SWALLOW. C of A unti May 1984, Airframe In
good condition. Price, including covered iraller onty £1200,
Ring Bournemouth (0202) 528370 or 742951,

LIBELLE 201-8, C of A, insiruments, T&S, Ball eleciric/audio
vario, trailer. £5700. Phone Alsager (09363) 2484,

15-28-28. One owner, low hrs, 2 seasons only. Full front panel
including horizon. One man ground handling gear. Nearest to
immaculate you will ever sea! Open trailer chassis — needs
rigging. £58000n0 for quick sale. 0635-253297.

KOMET Irailer for tipped 15m sailplane, £1500. Cambridge
Mk 4 vario £245, NAV director £595 (together £750), Bohli
vario, taut band (read Rechmann) £295. Walter Dittel FSG
BOM, with speaker and mike £795. Postcard only to Richard
Alddus, 9 Tiemey Court, Riverside, Marlow, Bucks SL7 2BL.

RECONDITIONED Stamo engines and spares in slock. Some
aiframe parls available (Falke). WANTED Falke aiframe or
parts. Phone 0283-63054 (evenings).

SKYLARK 4, Instruments, trailer, C of A to May 1984.
£37500n0. Phone 070-14-2878,

STRONG’ PARACHUTES

Superior, slimline, lightweight para-cushion back parachute. Manufactured by leading
American parachute firm. All new parts. Production 'chutes regularly jumped by designer.

Field Testing monitored by U.S.A. Parachute Association R & D Committee, on stan-
dard ‘off the shelf packs the following was found: Opening time average two seconds;
Canopy response to controls with no oscillations; Normal rate of descent with 200Ib load
— 16/17 FPS; Rate of descent with 180Ib load at 7000ft — 20 FPS; Tested up to 350ib
at speeds In excess of 180mph.
REMEMBER the STRONG LO-PO CANOPY for the following points: Reliability; Stability;
Slow rate of descent; Tolerable opening shock; Steerable; Re-usable; Light Weight
15" x 2"); Supplied complete with carrying
bag and full repacking instructions. s

(142 Ib); Low volume (Back pack 25" x

* * Remember COMFORT is the big word
without compromising safety or performance

YOU VALUE YOUR GLIDER HIGHLY
WHAT PRICE YOUR LIFE 222222272772

SOLE AGENT for STRONG PARACHUTES in the UK.: | HOBB'ES

144 LYTHWOOD ROAD, BAYSTON HILL, SHROPSHIRE SY3 OLW
Tel: 0743-246456 (10-4 weekdays) 074372-3885 (evenings and answerphone)
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OGAR 2 seal, side by side pusher motor glider. Less than
400hvs on engine. New C of A. Offers around £9000. Tel
Buckingham 813933,

BERGFALKE 3. Excellent scralching 2-sealer. Good condi-
tion. Open Irailer. 2 sels basic instruments, Current C of A,
£3250. lan Taylor, 021 357 6547 (evenings).

WANTED

CHEAP and ainworthy glider for non competitive Sunday
alemocn soaring, by ex-ATC instructor afier long absence.
Anything considered. Rudd, 13 Cornmoor, East Huntspill,
Highbridge, Somerset.

WANTED: STD CIRRUS HULL with/without basic instru-
ments. Would consider continental purchase at right price. Tel
(0802) 878280 or write M. Guard, 2 Besecar Close, Gedling,
Nottingham.

MINI NIMBUS (or similar), hull with instruments, Tel 01-540
TB7S (evenings).

15m FLAPPED GLASS. Must be in good condition and
endamaged. Complete outfit preferred but would consider any
combination of hullinstruments/irailer. Box 580.

SITUATIONS VACANT

COURSE INSTRUCTOR required from April to the end of
September 1983. Accommodation, food and meagre remun-
erafion. Contact the Manager, Booker Gliding Club. Tel High
Wycombe 442501,

PART-TME INSTRUCTORS required for periods between
June and end of August 1984. Contact the Manager, Booker
Gliding Club. Tel High Wycombe 442501,

ESSEX GLIDING CLUB
require a
COURSE INSTRUCTOR
for 1984 (March to October)

BGA full rated instructor preferred
A fully appointed flat is supplied

Apply to the Course Secretary:

Mr L. G. CALLOW
(Bishop's Stortford) 0279 59989

INTELLIGENT, reliable repair/maint staff required for
work on Salflplanes and Molor gliders. Previous experience in
BGAP, wood, elc an advantage but not essential. Normal holi-
day enlilement. Salary commenswate with ability. Above
work also available on self d/sub conltract basis in our
Contact Chiltern Salplanos Lid, Booker Airfield, Nr

, Bucks SL7 30R. Tel. 0494 445854,

TUG-PILCT for 1984 season, May lo September. Details from

‘E. J. Timan, Norfolk Gliding Club, & Rectory Lane, Ched-

grave, Norwich NA14 6ME.

O/K BAROGRAPHS U.K. Agent

£149

Please ask for
details

SHK Competition ready outfit £4950
SKYLARK 4 — Complete outfit £3500
KESTREL 19 outfit, 1 piece canopy
offers near £7500?
SWALLOW, ready to fly £800
K-6¢cr and closed trailer
very tidy example £3300 ono

Repairs and Cof Ainspectionsonwooden,
metal and glassfibre sailplanes. Factory
trained and approved repair agent for
Glaser-Dirks Sailplanes.

BOB McLEAN
241 Bawtry Road, Bessacarr
DONCASTER DN4 7AL

Tel 0302-535861 or 0302-64931 (home)

PARACHUTING WEEKENDS

Stay at one of Worcestershire's finest
Three Star hotels and make your first
descent at Halfpenny Green Parachute
Cenlre with approved British Parachute
Association Instructors.
Two-day course. Friday night to Sunday
afternoon, includes full ground training,
full first jump and cerificate and two
nights' dinner, bed and breakfast. All
rooms with bath, colour TV etc.

£95 fully inclusive
Contact Andrew Grubb, Gainsborough
House Hotel, Kidderminster, (0562)
754041 or Tony Oakes HGPC on (038
488) 293.

INTERNATIONAL GLIDING SITES

SOAR MINDEN, MINDEN, NEVADA, USA. Cross-Country,
Wave. Aentals: LS-3, Open Cirrus, DG-400, PIK-20, Nimbus
2. PO Box 1764, Minden, Nevada 89423 USA.

PERSONAL

PPUHC with gfiding experience, available at short nofice,
ds andlor midweek lor lowing. Also available for
courses. Duncan Macpherson 01-223-2988 (evenings).

BOOKS

AVIATION TECHNOLOGY. Out-of-print and current. State
specific needs. 4000+ item catalogue £2.00. John Roby,
3703M N; San Diego, Calllomia 82115 USA.

PUBLICATIONS

NEW ZEALAND: "Gliding Kiwi" official Gliding Magazine
of the NZ Gliding Association, Printed October and alter-
nate months. Write NZ Gliding Kiwi, Private Bag,

BOOKER GLIDING CLUB
For details of 1984

Instructor Courses

Cross Country Courses
Advanced Courses
Write or telephone to:

Booker Gliding Club, WAP, Marlow, Bucks
Tel {3?94) 442501 or 29263

SERVICES

T ga, New Zealand. £6.00 Sterling for year's sub-
scription (inclusive ol postage).

SLOPE SOARING with a radio control model seaplane is
a fascinating pastime and a typical phase of aeromodel-
ling. Read about this and other aeromodelling subjects in
Aeromodeller and Radio Control Models and Electronics,
the world's leading magazines published monthly. Model
& Allied Publications Ltd., 13-35 Bridge Street, Hemel
Hempstead, Herts.

“SOARING" —officialmonihly joumalol the Soaring Society of
ica. The only US periodical devoted entirely 0 the sport.

CANOPY REPAIRS, MODS, etc

CANOPY DOCTOR
April Cottage, Lower Hopton
Nesscliffe, Salop, SY4 1DL

Nesscliffe (074 381) 231
NAT. GRID REF. SJ 381 209

CATERING FRANCHISE AVAILABLE AT
MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB
Franchisee required to lake responsibility for catering
and o act as Club House Manager.
Calering experience useful but not essential,
Details from: Mrs DIANA KING
3 Hazel Grove, Hooklogﬂmh Solihull
West Midiands
Tel Lapworth (05643) 2951

GLIDING COURSES

For subscription send $25.00 US by international money order
or international cashiers check payable to the SSA at PO Box
66071, Los Angeles, CA 90066,

AUSTRALIAN GLIDING, monthly publication of the Gliding
Federation of Australia. Editor Allan Ash. A complete cover-
age of Australian Soaring and exclusive features of interna-
tional interest. Subscription, $A16.00 by cheque on an
Australian bank or by money order. Airmail extra $A21.25.
Box 1650, GPO, Adelaide, South Australia 5001,

KENT MOTOR GLIDING & SOARING CENTRE
Manston, Ramsgate, Kent 084389 222

4 DAY GLIDING COURSES
THROUGHOUT THE WINTER

ONLY £75

HOBEIES

CHRISTMAS CARDS — original and amusing cards for gliding folk Set of 10 cards (envelopes included) £2.50
CALENDARS — Segelflug Bildkalender '84 £7.75; S.5.A. £7.50; Hobbies "Year at a glance’ £2.75.
GLIDING PICTURES — 26 to choose from £10-£25 (framed).

BOOKS — see S&G Oct/Nov issue Page 197 — for list and prices.

GIFTS — Christmas or any time, Subscriptions to gliding magazines Le. American 'SOARING'; New Zealand ‘KIWI';
Australian 'GLIDING'; Canadian ‘FREE FLIGHT",

CAMERA AND MOUNT (to match) £16.75. Camera only £6.00. Mount only £11.50. Instamatic mount £11.50.

BOUND LOG BOOKS: TAIL LIFTING AID: JSW CALCULATORS: SOLDERING IRON (Works from 12v battery).
GLIDING POSTCARDS: GLIDER DECALS, etc, etc, ete.

Send for full price list for further details.

AEROMART — buy and sell secondhand, unwanted or surplus items. Anything that can be of use to the glider
pilot accepted! Trailers to split pins, min. altimeters to Cosim varios. Selling £1.00 per item.

Buying, send SAE.

HOBBIES, 144 Lythwood Road, Bayston Hill, Shropshire SY3 OLW. Tel. 0743 246456
(weekdays 10-4) or 074372 3885 (evenings, weekends and sometimes Ansaphone)

DON'T MISS OUT
AGAIN THIS WINTER

December 1983/January 1984
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MODEL SAILPLANES MADE TO ORDER

Basic model hand made in limewood, polished or
painted one colour, 1o 1/32 scale with cast resin and
slainless stoel alard\uall txackei. £52.50 inc post and

Models o any scale and mxndsgree of detail, send
requlrmnas for quolation. type of aircrafl bull.
MILLER AVIATION MODELS
Red Cot, New Street, Glemsford, Sudbury
Suffolk CO10 7PY
Tel: (0787) 280425

The Comish Gliding and Flying Club
Trevellas Airfield, Perranporth
Comwall, Tel. Perranporth 2124

Gliding courses from April 1o October

— fleet includes motor glider — B.G.A.

fully-rated instructors — fline soaring —

lovely coastal airfield — ideal for a dif-

ferent family holiday — No increase on
last season'’s prices.

The Course Secretary
Tremearne, Breage, Helston
Cornwall
Tel: Helston 62294

BRIDGE  UNIVERSITY
GLIDING CLUB

CAMBRIDGE (Marshails)
DUXFDRD

\ ol

&y

&

The Name may sound a trifle exclusive,
but the Cambridge University Gliding
Club is open to everyone.

We winch and aerotow from Duxford
all year, mostly at weekends, and
aerotow only from Cambridge. We run
holiday courses from April to Sep-
tember for beginners and solo pilots.

For Course
For general details write to
Information write to Course Secretary
The Secretary "Cirrus"

55 Moorfield Rd 5 Wallmans Lane
Duxford Swavesey, Cambridge
Cambs Tel. Swavesey 30533

DEESIDE GLIDING CLUB

THE SOARING SITE

CLUB LOG FOR 1982/83

NOV 22,000t MAY 12,500 ft
DEC 14,000t JUN 21,000 ft
JAN 31,0001t JUL 25,000 ft
FEB SKING AUG 20,000 ft
MAR 31,000ft SEP 19,500 ft
APR 27,000ft OCT 23,700 fi

3 out of 4 flying days in 1882
were soarable

BOOK YOUR SOARING NOW!
AB-INITIO COURSES TOO
GET IT ALL AT DEESIDE

Phone or write to:

DEESIDE GLIDING CLUB
DINNET, ABOYNE, ABERDEENSHIRE

Tel: 0339 85-339

If you're an experienced glider pilot and

looking for a good base to fly from on your

holiday, Coventry Gliding Club is the place

for you.

Situated just outside Husbands Bosworth

within easy reach of many other Clubs.

Aero-tow launching ensures maximum

soaring opportunity for both long distance

and local gliding.

Club facilities include Licensed Bar, first

class accommodation, good company and

easy access from moltorways.

We also extend a very warm welcome to

the not so experienced and the beginner,

our holiday courses are amongst the very best.

For details ring:

Market Harborough 880429 or 880521

For holiday courses ring

Market Harborough 880484

or write to: COVENTRY GLIDING CLUB
Husbands Bosworth Airfield,
Husbands Bosworth, Leics.

SHOBDON

Your easily accessible wave site in
superb unspoilt country on the
Welsh borders.

Vega, Blanik, Twin Astir. Easy .
to-get-away cross country
possibllities. Good wave set up by
the Welsh mountains. Private
owners and club expeditions
welcome, but be sure to book.
Courses tailored to your require-
ments. Power and parachuting
avallable. An excellent area for small
hotels, amiable landiadies, self-
catering, historic towns, stately
homes, beautiful walks and choice
pubs.

Please write to the Secretary.
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Herefordshire Gliding Club,
Shobdon Airfleld, Leominster,

Herefordshire
Telephone: Kingsiand (056¢

881) 369
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4 or 5-day gliding holldays

Ridge Site with winch and aerotow
launches.

From £132-£198.

(All inclusive of flying, professional
instruction, accommodation, meals and
VAT)

Vislting gliders welcome

Please ring Challock (023 374) 274 or 307
Or write to The Secretary, Kent Gliding Club
E_Chaﬂack, Nr. Ashford, Kent. ‘J

LASHAM

Super soaring at Britain's largest gliding
centre.

Weekday and weekend Beginners’ Courses —
leamn for 2, 5, 7 or 9 days.

Temporary members are always welcome 10
bring their own gliders and compete with
pundits, or to receive specialised Iraining, or
simply Yo take advantage of our 7-day
operation for local soaring.

Expeditions from other clubs welcome,
Cross-country facilities include a
comprehensive briefing room with facsimile

weather machine for the latest weather charls.

Instructional video-tapes and lectures for bad
weather days.

Excellent aerolow and car launching facllities.

Comprehensive clubhouse facilities and
accommeodation,

Lasham Gliding Society

Nr, Alton, Hants
Tel: Herriard (025 683) 322 or 270

MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB

THE LONG
MYND

All-inclusive
5-day holiday courses.

Book early for the best weeks.
Soar the early-season Westerlies.

Winch or bungee launch into hill
lift and climb into wave.

Send now for the 1984
Course Prices:

The Course Secretary
Midland Gliding Club
Church Stretton
Shropshire SY6 6TA

Tel: Linley (058861) 206

NORFOLK GLIDING CLUB

Bronze or Silver ‘C' to PPL (SLMG).
Courses throughout the year. Small
groups, C.A.A. instructors.

Bronze 'C’' checks and Super Falke field
landing training.

Friendly club — full accommodation —
Licensed bar.

Write to the C.F.L

Roy Woodhouse

Oak Cottage, The HIlll, Long Stratton
Norwich NR15 2AH

Tel: Long Stratton (0508) 31406

MARCHINGTON
GLIDING CLUB

Situated in the Midlands. Offers holiday
courses from May to September.

Good local soaring and cross country.
Courses to suit your requirements. Pri-
vate owners welcome.

Please contact Course Secretary:
Marchington Gliding Club
Marchington Airfield
Morton Lane, Marchington
Nr Uttoxeter ST14 8LP
Telephone: 0283-222046

SCOTTISH
GLIDING UNION

Portmoak Telephone
Scotlandwell Scotlandwell
by Kinross 543
Scotland

THE WAVE SITE

Excellent Hill, Thermal and
Wave soaring in beautiful surroundings

Full accommodation available with
catering and bar

Flying all year round
Aerotow and Motor Falke facilities

Summer Holiday Courses from
April to September

Visitors and visiting aircrafl welcome

—_— —_—
—_— —_

LONDON GLIDING GLUB

Dunstable Downs, Bedfordshire
Telephone: 0582 63419
Situated at the foot of the Chiltern
hills, and within easy reach of
London and the Midlands by road
(just off the M1). The Club has a
comprehensive fleet of dual and
solo aircraft, reliable launching
equipment including tug aircraft.
This famous site has plentiful
thermals in summer and hill soaring
with favourable winds throughout
the year. Resident instructors,
catering every day (weekends only
in winter), licensed bar, accommo-
dation and other facilities. Visitors

welcome.

Write for Course brochures or
' club membership details to the

Manager, or ring 0582 63419

SOAR YORKSHIRE

For your COURSE!

SUTTON

For your EXPEDITION!

For your HOLIDAY! BAN K

We offer top class accommodation, instruction facilities and opportunities.

RIDGE SOARING

THERMAL SOARING

WAVE SOARING

12 miles in suitable  Club record is 582 km.  Clubabsolute record is

conditions

from aerotow, 524 km. 30,200 ft. Club record
from the winch

gain is 29,500 ft. Both
from the winch

Our rates are amongst the best — £6.50 for aerotows to 2000 ft. Visit
us and stay in our fully licensed residential clubhouse. Full catering
available in season. Self catering at other times.

COURSES — April to October

Visitors always welcome

YORKSHIRE GLIDING CLUB, SUTTON BANK, THIRSK
Tel: 0845 (Thirsk) 597237
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AT LEAST IT WILL BE
REASONABLE.

THIS IS THE ONLY
BULL YOU WILL GET
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SOUTHERN SAILPLANES
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