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Where

Eagles Fly

by Duncan Mackay

ryony the tug pilot is having

trouble with me. As she
drops her wings, left, right, sig-
nalling me to release the tow
cable, I follow her, left, right,
left, right.

We dance through the sky, tug and
glider, linked together by 150 feet of
umbilical rope. Boy oh boy, this is some
bumpy ride. It is so turbulent, my con-
centration 1s on safely keeping station
behind the tug’s tail, and I don’t recog-
nise the relcase signal; but we are at
2,000’ so I am just waiting for things to
settle down before releasing my tow.

The tugs dives — no way am I going to
‘ollow that! I pull the yellow release
knob, ease the control stick back and
left, and kick the pedal left. As the tug
disappears to the right below me, my
Olympia climbs to the left a further 100’
or so until the speed drops off. T level out
at 2,100’ and head into wind, to get out
of the rough air under the wave cloud,
and into the blue sky and lift.

At 1,700’, with the hills looming just a
few hundred feet below me, we find the
lift and start to climb, What a relief!
Two or three knots at first, then, four,
five. six and sometimes seven or eight
knots; but how accurate is a cosim? The
air 1s smooth and this old glider, whose
design pre-dates WWII, soars up and
away above Glen Tanar. This is serious
lift, five, six, and then seven thousand
feet come and go. Perhaps there is a
chance of reaching my coveted Diamond
height — 19-20,000" to allow for release
height. At 10,000', I put on my oxygen
mask. At 12,000’ I switch on the oxygen;
still we climb.

This bundle of wood and fabric seems
to take on a life and I speak to her words
of encouragement and praise as, after
all, I need her to bring me safely down
again. At 13,700’ my two-hour oxygen
bottle is empty! It has only been
switched on for twenty minutes, there
must be a big leak. Oh well, it wouldn't
be safe to continue, but never rnind,
we've reached Gold height.

What now? Could I do my 50km dis-
tance? Looking southwards, the bay of
Montrose glistens, but involves airways

and unecessary complication at this
stage in my experience. To the northeast,
Fraserbugh is shrouded in mist and
cloud, but Easterton, home of the High-
land Gliding Club, between Rothes and
Elgin is clear and open, in fact I can see
the coast from Cullen to Nairn in one
huge and beautiful panarama, with
Lossiemouth jutting out into the firth
and all the sand dunes and beaches
around Spey Bay.

1 set off to Easterton, 64km from
Aboyne, It is an easy task if I don’t lose
my height, It looks clear enough, but who
knows what lies ahead. Oh gosh, I'd for-

I can see the coast
from Cullen to Nairn

L
gotten that the compass doesn’t work, but
then who needs it, I can see where to fly!

I pass over Dinnet, Tarland, west of
Afford at 35kt, over the Cabrich towards
Dufflown. Ah, what’s this? More lift. To
my south Ben Rinnes is kicking the wind
higher into the air, and lifts me and my
Olympia from 9,600’ to 10,500’ in just a
couple of minutes. I'm tempted to stay
and play in this newly found wave, to
see how high we can go, but the needle
on the oxygen gauge reminds me that
this is real life, so we'd better play safe
and complete our task.

I've never been to Easterton and so
don’t know where it is. “Just follow the
ridge from Rothes towards Elgin, and
turn left after you cross the power lines!”
I'd been told. So I do. Dufflown, Craigel-
lachie, and Rothes pass below. There is
the River Spey below me, the famous
salmon river, Spey Bay way ahead, Keith,
Elgin, Lossiemouth, Forres arranged in

Turn left after you
cross the power lines

plan view before me, and somewhere
down there, amongst all these fields,
woods, hills, rivers and lochs, is one glid-
ing site to find and land on.

The ridge at Rothes is easy. The
pylons are fairly easy to find, but from

7,000’, when cows look the
bles, spotting one airfield i
first! What to look for? We
be little white oblongs, sid
There should be a distinct:
centre of the field where tl
drags, and a bright orange

At 6,500 just over a mile
thing looks different and n
marks disappear into the 1
raphy below. However, her
that be the trailer park? S
white rectangles, and yes,
brownish line running up
the field. I spot a black nis
that’ll be the hangar, and .
buildings. As I pass over h
about 6,500°, T know ['ve a

Without dramatics or for
takes 'a while to shed 6,50
circuit, so I use the time tc
hills, lochs, fields, and gen
ings, Finally at around 90
winch I turn downwind, r
through my landing check
riage, straps, trim, airbral
Finally, 1 prepare to land -
reference point while, beh:
races down the length of t
too far away now. I turn a
and prepare to turn on to
check my speed, my heigh
altimeter now and use my
again I check the speed, a
brakes, check speed, judge
reference point, check spe

After 2h 31m minutes tc
over the boundary fence cl
40-50’ man and machine. (
back the control stick my |
lady descends onto the gr:
ficld. With the airbrakes f
ease the stick fully forwar
nose skid onto the ground
to a halt. We skew slightly
the crosswind, and settle 1
onto the ground.

Down safely, we've done
wonderful 34-year-old ghd
exhilaration! What a thril
and Silver distance! Canoy
off, parachute off, climb ot
safely. Photograph the tail
telephone. Who will come
home? There’s another sto
what a memory to treasur
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