











ALEXANDER SCHLEICHER’S ASW24

To the competitively inclined competition results moke compulsive reading. So we've taken a
recent ‘comp’ as an example.

EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 1990, LESZNO, POLAND
STANDARD CLASS. Leoding results

Ist Place ASW 24
2nd Place ASW 24
3rd Ploce ASW 24
4th Ploce ASW 24

Please don't write and tell us the pilots’ names ond scores are missing. We too know that
gliders don't win competitions - pilots do. But that doesn’t mean the gliders aren’t vitally
important, for even top rank competitive pilots need the best gliders if they're to be 'in with a
shout” No doubt why they choose ALEXANDER SCHLEICHER'S ASW 24 for the
‘Evropeans”:
Not everyone is competitively inclined of course. In fact statistically most of
us are apporently not. But even if we don't see ourselves as championship
material, we like to feel that at least we are flying the type of glider o true
champion would choose. And why not2 After all the ASW 24 is easy,
straightforward and uncomplicated ta handle in the air and with its best
L/D at 44:1, equal or better than most 15 Metre Class gliders, who wants
flaps to mishandle? Rigging is (a/mosf) a p[ec:sure thanks to fow compo-
nent weights and fully automatic control couplings; just the machine for
the pilot who wants to take moximum ovantage of those illusive good
patches of British weather — or for ospiring champions!

You may not be competitive, but be decisive and make sure you're flying an ASW 24
in 1921

For further detoils of the ASW 24 and the rest of SCHLEICHER'S high performance
range including:

ASH 25 (Winner of this year’s US Open Class Champianships)
ASW 22B (Winner of the Open Class World Championships 1989)

Contact John Jeffries Sole UK Agent for
JJ Associates ALEXANDER SCHLEICHER
PO Box 61
Dunstable, Beds LU6 2LB
Tel: (0525) 222111 Fax: (0525) 382293 —@

Augusi/Sepltember 1990







YOUR LETTERS

WHY HAVE WOMEN'S
COMPETITIONS?

Dear Edilor,

This is a lefley | meant to wnte years ago
when women's gliding competitions first
appearad and was prompled to do 50 on
reading i the last issue, p143, that Coventry
GC are to host the 1991 European Female
Chempionships, Can there really be any
women in this country who would demean
themselves by entering this "event”. {Competi-
tion is definitely the wrong word here.)

I the standard of such an everi were
deamed to be of a lower standard than the
real European Championships then what
would any self-respecting woman waril to
enter it for? What worlh would the winner's
trophy be anyway? if on the other hand the
standard were deemed to be higher, what
would be the point of it in the first place.
Surely to peal all-comers would give much
more satisfaction.

Presumably now 1that women have ther own
event which in itself slates that they feel un-
able to compete on equal terms, we will no
longer see them at National Championships in
fulure. A shame since | and most men do not
share their self-image.

How disappeointing it is to see the brave ang
determined etlons of reformers pasi wasted in
this way. Here we have the epitome of a sport
that is suitable for competition on egual terms
being spacifically rejected in he continuation
of this sexist event, now being brought to the
UK.

| hope that the trophy for the “Shrinking
Violet Championships” iz a small one and thus
easy to conceal.

DAVE WATT, Pyrton, Oxor
tSee also p220.)

DOUBLE-DIAMOND BADGE

Dear Editor,

Now that super new ghiders and the
greenhouse effect are making badge fighis so
aasy | feel we need a new challenge - some-
thing that will be as difficult to get as a Dia-
mond badge was in 1965,

| therefore propose the introduchon of the
Double-Diamond badge; the requirements are
exactly double lhose of the single {or “half™!)
Diamond:~-

o 600km goal

# 1000km distance

® 10000m height gain

But | don't think it's necessary lo ask for a
10ht endurance trial.

Boing any of the gqualifying legs oulside the
UK would be acceptable but not guite
gentlemanly.

MIKE CUMING, London

TEMPORARY MEMBERSHIP

Dear Editor,

¥hile still a student pilot | was given the
useful adwice “fly at as many dilferent sites as
possible o broaden your expenence

Very recently | was staying near Booker so
decided to try a flight there. On arnval | was
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informed rather apologelically that the temn-
porary visitor fee wag £10, Considering that
the aclual fight rmight not cost much more

than this | decided not to fly.

Mast other clubs charge less than half this
amount and gne even waived it when | visited
them. Surely it is in everybody's best interest
that a visiing miot should be able to fiy at a
sile without this sorl of discouragemernt?

| would hke 1o kngw how a charge of €10
can be justfied, | suggest that all clubs charge
a {lal rate decided by the BGA.

DAVID LEVIEN, Cambridge University GC

Basil Fairston, Manager of Booker GC,
raplles: All clubs, consciously or
unconsciousty, choose therr prices and level of
service they will give. Booker, with 22 gliders
and five tugs behween 450 members and a
rentad site near London, has chosen to be one
of the more expensive clubs. In retumn, our
members spend less time wailing to fly than at
maost other clubs, Having set an annual
membership fee of £225 we then have to set a
temporary member fee thal prevents people
{rom poining a small country club for say €50
and then flying every weekend at Booker as a
ternporary member. Qur duly is to serve our
full members.

AIRFIELDS COULD BE INCREASED

Dear Editgr,

In the April issue, p61. Charles Baker makes
the bland staterment that there could be sub-
siantial cuts in the UK defence budget in the
future which would lead to military airfields
beng closed or mothballed. May | suggest
that the first airfields to be closed or
mothballed will be in Germany and that there
may well be an increase in milttary airfields in
uss in the UK to house the squadrons that are
pulted out of Germany.

REX PARKINSON, Hook, Hanis

WATCH OUT FOR CORN CIRCLES

Dear Editor,

| would be grateful if your members in hghi
aircrafl and gliders would keep an eye open
this summer for com circles and 2t me know
of any sightings with etther a map reference ar
a distance and bearing from a reference point
- eg a village

You may have seen some ot the publicity
that crop circles have received in the media
and press, Although most have occurred in
Wessex where Busty Tavior, a flying
photographer, has found some 300 since the
early 1980s, a ringed circle with thres equi-
spaced satellites eppeared between Cadby
and Stoughton in 1988 and a 16m diameler
anticlockwise-laid circle occurred 1km north of
Husbands Boswonh in August 1989.

A third was reported, though not confirmed,
this May by a commercial pilo! going south
some 3nm west of the M1 He was said to
have passed directly over a ringed circle some
1.5min betore overllying the ME6/M1 junction
but it hasn't been found

We don’t know how the circles are formed

athough investigaling groups consider hoax-
ers can be ruled out except for a few fainy
cbvious copycat examples, They date back to
1678 and increased from single figures in the
late 1970s o 260 odd in 1989,

Your assistance on gathering funher data on
this intriguing mystery and apparent scientific
anomaly would be much appreciated and
acknowledged.

ROBIN WINGFIELD
The Spnng House, Grimslon, Nr Melton, Leics
LE14 387

MORE ON RUDDER LOCK

Dear Editor,

In the April 1Issue, pE1, Brennig James refers
to rudder lock which, as he says. 1s associated
wilh fin stall.

Brennig and other readers might ke to
know that the phenomencn 15 covered in air-
worthiness fiight testing. OSTIVAS stales thal
In a side-slip any control force reversal must
not be such as 10 make control difficult; JAR
22 has diflerent wording which, however,
amounts to the same thing. The test is to apply
rudder, at the same time feeding on enough
opposite aileron 1o keep the fiight path
straight,

| have done the test on many types, though
unfortunately on nothing very modem, and
retain documentary resufts on 16 | can sum-
marise them thus:

No locking Kite 1, Scud 3. Mu 23,
Rhé&nbussard.

Margina! Sky, Jaskolka, K-7.

Detinite T-21c, Capstan, K-8, K t3,

K-8, ASW-15 Dart 17, AV
36, Short Mimbus,

On gliders classed “marginal” the rudder
just locked on as fuil travel was reached, and
ihere was no buffeting. Those classed
“definite” did bulet. When locking occurred
the force required to push the rudder off was
small in all cases except for the Shont Nimbus
thardly a typical glider), ang if the wings were
levelted the rudder always unlocked itself,
thcugh sometimes oniy slowly. Aesults were
the same whether airbrakes were in or oul.

My conclusion is that il s safe to make side
shp approachas when necessary, so long as
one uses allerons appropnately when
siraightening up. and, of course, not leaving It
too late to do so.

Why does fin stall occur? The designer has
to choose the total in and rudder area to pro-
vide enough directional stability and foi spin
recovery, and the rudder must be large
enough o supplement the latler, and bt fight
the former in crosswind take-olls and landings
The larger rudder can thus induce large side-
slip angles end these are what stall the fin, or
actually the vertical tail, as a whole.

CEDRIC VERNCN, Guiidford, Surrey

We weicome your letters bul please
keep them 88 concise as possible and
include your full name and address.
We reserve the right io edit and
safect
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JOHN McCORMICK

Bryn Gwyn Bach lies about a 1000 vards
betund the face of the Glwydian ndge and this
accounts for the fact that in some wind strengths
and directions the field encounters a fair degree
of turbulence July 7 was just such a day.

“Look” | said ta my syndicate panner who was
pressing to get me into the Oly, "'m not fesling
too good, I've got a headache and I'm definitely
nat flying today. In any case, it's tar too turbulent
to be enpyabie”. This with one eye on the 419
bouncing through the air aver the trees as # came
into land. The mament the retieve crew had the
aircraft secured Lhe pitot jumped out and immedi-
atety started leaping and dancing around. “There
you are”, | said, “look how pleased he is to get
down in one piece. That confirms it, I'm very
definitely not fiying today”

There was an article in S&G a lifile while ago,
writlent | think by some psychganalyst or other,
who suggested that one should rationalise one’s
tears i order to overcome litemn, (See August
1886, p165 and October 1386, p210.) ook this
to heart, rationalised mine, and have come to
terms with the resuft. I'm a confirmed coward.

Meanwhile, our fellow came racing up the field
obviously yelling something al the top of his
voice. “Good {ord”, | said to my pariner, “The
strain has obwious got to him and sent the poor
chap compiletely loopy”. It was just at that
moment that | heardt cleary what he was calling.
“There's wave in the valiey” he cried, "I've just
been to 0001 over S1 Asaph”. So ihat was how |
came to be sitling in the aircrafl ali ready to go,
with no conscious effori on my parl and lithe
recollection of actually ciimbing into 1he cackpit.
"What aboul your headache?". said my partner
from his position on the ground, to whence, judg-
ing by the large muddy footprint on his chest, he
had been trampled "Gone”, | said, in the same
breath as, “Is the barograph ticking? Up slack
and all out™.

wWith 13001 off the wire and straight out
through the Rhualll gap there was not enough
height to reach St Asaph with that wind so it was
along the ridge to see it | could pick up a bit more
bafore heading out into the valley. The wind was
gusting 20-25k! and the ridge shouid have been
working but it looked as though the wave was
depressing tha hill fitt and | was already down to
‘F00f with all bridges burned and a valley landing
inevitable if | didn" find something scon, “Cwmis
popping off thermals,” I'd been told sa that was
where | was heading. “Be careful”, he had
cautioned, "They are pretty violent”. Yes! in ret-
rospect, | think “pretty violenl” was a reasonable
it somewhat understated descnption.

As | rounded the knoll | was hit by 6 up andim-
mediately threw the Oly into a tight turm only to be
spat straight out into 4 down. In again and oul
again and again and again 8 up and umpteen
down with the poor old Cly creaking and groan-
ng in every wooden sinew as she protested at
her freatmeant. Funny thermals these | thought,
you get these thoughts when you are a pundit
you know (see October 1988, p242), along wilh
other thoughis like, “Oh God thope Elliotl's knew
how 10 make maingpars as well as they made fur-
niture”, and "What the hell am | doing up here
anyway?”" Even | was beginning to realise that |
was probably trying to thermal the rotor as it inter-
fered with the hill Hft, so eventually having gained
a Iitte more height and fnghtened myself silly |
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Doesn't it take a long time to get down? John McCormick
relives his Gold height flight on July 7, 1988

decided to head out into that valley and see
what ranspired.

Another narrow band of lifi picked me up and
dropped me again as | tracked towards 51 Asaph,
2 down, J down, 2 down. “Hells teeth” | sard to
myself, “it's getling dicey for height again™, and at
that precise momen like magic it happened. |
suddenly broke out from the overcast into
another wortd, a world of bright sunshine and a
strange stliness. Zero sink, zero siNk, 1 up and
s00n passing through a thousand feel the
planned circuit for a field landing already forgot-
ten. Two up, 3 up, 4 up, and now | was hovering
practically stationary at 42kt over St Asaph with
the audio vario screaming in ecstasy and with me
silting rigidly io atlention gripping the stick far too
tightty, afraid to meve in case somehow | upset
this delicate equilibrium.

“Relax, relax”, | told myself and made a cons-
cious eMor to comply starling with the muscles in
my legs and moving upwards until | almost prised
my fingers of the stick.

“All that daydream
planning had gone
out of the window’”

One thing was cerain, | was not meving from
this spot until | could see where it was going.
Nane of this searching the system to find out
where the best lift was. | know the theory and I'm
sure It's good. I've read and digested all the best
authors on the subject and sat and listened whilst
Vic Carr has lectured and shown and lined up hig
clouds, nevertheless this was the first time {'d
been in the wave and there was no way that | was
going to nsk losing what Fve already got to go
putting theory into practice. All that daydream
planning had gone cut of the window.

Plenty of height now and completely relaxed |
decided to call base and iet them know whal
was happening. “711 to North Wales base”,
"Norih Wales base 711 go”, they responded,
"Norih Wales base 711 over St Asaph passing
B00CH at a constant 4 up”. The etfect | was told
later was electric with pilots falling over them-
seives to get barographs signed and aircraft
dragged on to the line. The air was crystal clear
and ihe vista superb. To my right, the Morth Wales
coast, with Prestatyn, Rhy, Llandudno and Con-
way as it curved away to meset Bangor in the dis-

tance. In front of me Snowdonia opened iis
mouth to display its sharp craggy teeth, Snow-
don, Foel Fras, Camedd Llewelyn, Gilder Fawr
and Drosgy!. On my left the rounded moors ot
Denbigh, Ruthin and Llandegla with lakes
Bramg, Alwen and Aled glistering and shimmer-
ing in the sunlight. An ancient {and proud ot its
natural beauty and the poetry of its language.

The liedds below were now a patchwork
mosaic of browns and greens but cuniously | got
no sensation of height as the aircraft continued to
ascend at a steady 4 up. Nine, ten, eleven thou-
sand feel. Blast, I'm going to have to break off at
120001, no oxygen aboard. That was not strictly
true, I'd actually got a tull botile but hadn't got
round 10 piping it up to the regulalor so it was
worse than useless.

The rate of climb was slowing now and finally
petared out to zero sink at an indicated 11950H.
That was my faull of course for tempting pro-
vidence and deciding that it was going to be me
who was going to be doing the breaking oM. |
swear that there was some character out there
samewhere, sitting on a cloud, mutering to him-
saif, “Who the heck does ha think he is, deciding
how high he is going to go?" and then petulantly
holding out his hand palm down, thus stopping
the wave from going any higher. Ferlile
imaginations, these glider pilots {see December
1987, p254;. Anyway | was mncensed by hs
aclion and ook it as a persenat challenge sa ol i
went looking for my missing 50ft. Up the coast,
down the Conway vailey, over to the lakes and
every combination in between. | tried puliing the
speed off, putling it on, | even tried zooming 1t but
all to no avail | gained a bit more here and tost it
ihere but no way could | make that missing S0h.
Finally, | admitied defeat and decided to give my
pariner a chance to get amongst the medals.

Airbrakes full out and | was on my way.
Meanwhile 737 had got himself established in
the wave and was on his way up. “711 to 737
what is your postion?” 737 1o 711, 43001 just
norh of S{ Asaph at 3up”™. "711 10 737, [ too am
just north ot St Asaph on my way down, please
keep a gond ook out”. | sat and pondered this for
a little while and then my natural inbuilt caution
iook over. Yes, | am aware that that is a
euphemism.

Anyway | dign't like the idea of im coming up
where | was going down, so decided to vacate
the area and tumed downwind. | was at 70001t
when | hit what | can only consider as rotor at the
back of ihe wave. Ye Gods and Iitile fishes, whata
shaking up that lot gave me. | knew | had some
play in the tailplane holding brackels but now |
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THE “MYTHTERIES™ OF STATIC STABILITY

attack range that the CP stayed firnly attached to
Ihe wing The use of the CP for slability and con-
trol purposes died out decades ago, surviving
mainly among piots and their examiners,
aeromodellers and the like.

Balance

The fuselage and wing can be lumped together
into a single “wing plus body” unit whosae lift and
zerg lift pitching moment act at an AG typically
around 20% of the mean wing chord on most
ghders, shghtly forward of the wing-alone AC.
The tail is treated as a separate umit, producing
lih at s own quarter chord AG Graviy and
inerhal forces act on the mass of the glider at
the C of G

Lift

Coaf G

Aerodyname cenfre Balance foad

{3) v 1
Wzight

vl
|

b r
|

Fig 3. Basic balance conditions.

Ignoring the effecl of camber, the balance of lift
and gravity forces is shown in Fig 3. Three cases
exist with ihe C of G {a) ahead of the AC, (b} at the
AC and (c) aft of the AC. in (a) the {ail load is
downward, in (b} it is zero and in {c) il is upward.
tn leved 1g flight, the total wing plus tail lift equals
the weight, end the forces do not change with
spead In manoeuvres, the lorces increase with
the normal acceleration, so the iail load increases
downwards, remains zero and increases upward
N cases [a), (b) and (c) respectively.

Normal camber produces a pitching moment
at the AC whose coefficient is constant and inde-
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F
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L Tofal lift at AC= W+T2-11

w  (ravity and acceferation forces at [of O

M Zero Lft pitching moment at AC
proporfienal fo speed squared

Tt Tad foad proportional fo W

72 Tai load proportional to M

Fig 4. Statkc balance of IIlH and pltching
moment.
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pendent of the angle of atlack. At a fixed speed
this moment can be balanced by a constant tail
download increment. As speed increases, the
moment increases wilh the square of the speed
{ie with dynamic pressure} and the reguired fan
balance download increases similarly. These
requirernents are met by a fixed adjustment,
typically aboul 2 or 3°, of the tail setling relative to
the zero litt angle of the wing, The Incremental
elevator angle variations with speed, angle of
attack, etc, slart from this ditferent datum but are
otherwise not altered by the presence of
camber

The main batance forces are indicated in Fig 4.
In the majonty of aircratl and probably all ghders,
the normal C of G range lies aft of the aero-
dynamic centre as in 3(ch. With a cambered wing
there is usually a C of G in this range where the
tail load is zero at some angle of attack. Thisis the
mest efficient condition, a large tail upload being
just as undesirable as a download.

Stability

Fig 4 shows the static condition in which the
sum of all the aerodynamic moments about the C
of G is zero, For this to be stable, any disturbance
to this condition, excluding deliberate control
inputs, must result in a moment aboul the C of G
tending to resiore the onginal condtion. This
arises only from the increments in wing and tail |ift
resulting from the disterbance, multiplied by the
distance fromtheir AC'stothe C of G. The zero Lift
moment due to camber and (ts balancing tail load
are constant, and have no effect during the distur-
bance or after its removal. As the CP simply
reflects the amount of camber, its movement also
has no affect.

In Fig 3 case (a). lIhe wing and tail lift act behind
the C of G and both produce a restoring moment.
in case tb) the wing lift acling al the C of G has no
effect and only the tail provides the restonng
moment. In casa (C} the wing lift acts ahead of the
C of G and produces a destabilsing moment in
the direction 10 increase the angle of allack still
furlher. When the C of G is far enough behind the
AC, the wing destabilising moment equals the 1ail
stabilising moment, giving a zero nett restoring
moment. Clearly ihe stability is neutral at this C of
G posiion, called the neutral peint or NP. At any
C of G aff of this, the nett incremental moment
is desfabilsing and the aircralt is statically
unstable.

Putiing this together with the earier discuasion
on palance, the well known result is that al for-
ward C of G the stability is very high and large
elevator angles are required to tnm changes in
angle of attack. Cases 3a) and b} are usuelly
impossibie to tnm to high liff using a fixed tall with
an elevator, because the increasing angle of
attack on the tail must be compensated by
enough up elevator to maintain the downward or
zero balance load required. Since the elevator is
much less effective than the tail, the control
angles needed are 100 extreme.

Al att C of G the stability is low and only smatl
eevator angles are required totrim migh inft When
the C ot G is at the NP with salf-balancing wing
and tail increments moments, no additional
elevator angle 1s required 10 tnm any angle of
aftack. With the C of G all of {he NP and the wing
overpowering the tail, the taii must be assisted in
its balancing task by adding down elevator at

increasing angles of allack. From this arises the
fact that a stable aircraft in levet flight requires an
increasingly aft mavement of the stick as speedis
recuced with increasing angle of attack.

A distinction must be drawn between angle of
aflack changes associated with speed in level
tight {which 15 direcily represented by wind tun-
nel tests) and those in Fee flight at essentraliy
constant speed associated with manoeuvres. in
the latier the change of lik produces a curvature
of the fiight path. The airflow past the glider effec-
tively curves upwards towards the tail, which
increases still further its local angle of atlack. The
tail restoring moment and the elevator control
needed to offsel this are both greater than in the
stalic case, and the C of G for neulral manoeuvre
siability lies aft of the NP al a position ®known as
the manoeuvre point. This is the reason why it is
harder to stall a ghder in a tighl low speed tum
than in level flight.

Unless special measures are taken to balance
the forces created on the elevalor by changing
angle of attack, as distinct hom control deflec-
tion, the elevator if left tree will try to trai with the
airflow. Since this tends lo raise the elevator as
angle of attack increases, “shick free” stability as
fel! by the pilot on the stick 1ends to be less than
“stick fixed' stability apparent from movement of
the slick. While zero stick fixed static stability (s
acceplabie, posilive stick free stability is usually
considered to be necessary, ie push to hold an
increase In speed even if there is no change in
stick position.

A trick used in modern gliders to increase stick
free static stability is to curve the elevator traiing
edge downwards in conjunction with a spring
trimmer. AS speed increases, lhe elevator is
increasingly forced upwards and requifes an
increased push force on the stick. An incom-
pietely mass balanced elevator increases lhe
stick forces and hence the manoeuvre stability,
and the static stability increases because the
elevalor hangs down further into the airfow as
the speed decreases, requiring more pull on
the stick.

Farewell to Fallacy

Atter 60 years, it really is time to say goodbye to
the old faithfuls. The first two questions in this
aricle have been answered above. The others
are answered below

3. Calculation of the aft C of G mit is not much
in error it the distance from C of G to tail 1s
assumed constant. In contrast, because the wing
AC 15 very close to the C of G, the change in the
wing contribulion to stabiitty due 1o quite a smaill
C ot G movemnent ranges from being stable or
near zerc to 50 destabilising that it can overpower
the tait.

4 end 5. Any aircralt which is stable by reason
ofits C of G position and is trimmed for positive liit
has a negative tail setling relative tothe wing zero
il angle, or poaitive “longitudinal dihedral”, in
addition to the camber balance adjustment. This
can be shown by assuming a disturbance pitch-
ing the aircraft nose down unlil the wing is al zero
tift, Since the aircrafl is stable, the 1ail must pro-
vide a nose up moment 1o begin restoration of ihe
tnmmed angle of attack. When released to lake
up its iim condition, the angle ot attack of both
wing and tail increase, and the final litt of the fait
will be up or down according to the balance dis-

SAILPLANE & GLIDING


















MIKE CUMING

Since both these gliders are red-hot racing
machines it seemed only natural ihat the Booker
Test Group should perform the UK C of A accep-
tance lesting - and Tn any event there are already
several of each on site.

Why flight test gliders at all?

Given that we ail work to JAR-22 nowadays,
and that the manufaciurers' testing of new lypes
& pretty thorough, it may almost seem super-
fluous to conduct specific UK cerification test-
ing. However, the odd problem does slip through
the country of origin and 50 our UK festing is
worthwhile. This was demonstrated most re-
cently with the Mini Nimbus, and currently the
DG-600, both of which tirst armved in this country
with unacceptable defecis which surprisingly
had not been picked up in the onginal LBA (Ger-
man hcensing aulhoerity) testing.

Botn the LS-7 and the ASW-24 had been flying
over here, including in competitions, for more
than a year before we conducted the testing. This
was due to lamentable lateness in their German
paperwork coming through - especially in the
case of Schieicher's. Eventuailly we got sight of
the papers and after that the testing took only a
couple of days {and half a dozen faunches).

Meanwhile, Ihe owners of these gliders already
in the courtry were operating on temporary per-
mits t fty, which Dick Strabion, BGA chiet tech-
nical officer, patiently kept on extending while we
wailed for the flight manuals, etc.

The testing

Both gliders were found to be quite acceptable
and UK Cs ot A were approved without any mod-
hcations required. We did have some reser-
vations aboul the level of skill needed o fly them
safely (this is the prmary reason the BGA
ordered a Discus to replace its ASW-19) and
there were a few minor niggles. But all the formal
requirements werg met.

Both types - as one would expect at that price
- were very well made but thare were some
curious shoricomings hare and there. For exam-
ple, a series of essential modifications to the
ASW-24 undercarriage system were in the pro-
cess of being made whia we did lhe lesting,
following a spate ot cellapses.

They were a delight to ng - lightweight and
salf-connecling - and both capable of hoiding
ludicrous amounts of water, The 1L.5-7 seemed
tiddtier to gel the water in {end out), either
because it was new and unknown or becauseitis
ralher more complex. it has a small tail tank and
we spent quite a while working out how to get the
G of G where we wanted it. The ASW-24 carries
its water furlher aft in the wing and this doesn’t
aftect the C of G position so a tail lank 1sn't
necessary .

The gliders are very small - even for Standard
Class - and there was much speculation when
they first appeared about the maximum pilat size
they could accommodate. In fact, there is no
problem with pilot size (or shape)and ! have seen
some guite tall and sorme quite fat pitots happily
flying these types. Both cockpits are, however,
fairly tight.

The L5-7 {which has the same fuselage as the
L5-6} gives the impression of being paniculary
narrow bul in fact 1t's quite cormfortable once you
arein. We test flew it on a cgid day and it took me
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FLIGHT TESTING
THE LS-7 AND ASW24

Mike Cuming, a member of the Booker Test Group, gives his
impressions of two gliders with many similarities

a lille while rummaging around in the cockpit
looking for the straps, maps ete with my coat get-
ting in the way.

The ASW-24 - which gives the initial impres-
sion of being even smaller - is | suspect rather
pbroader, although the very high cockpit edge
made it a pain to clamber in and out: but then
cockpit strength and crashworlhiness in general
is very topical right now. | didn't find the ASW-24
undercarniage lever handy or eagy to use, but no
one else seems to mind.

When on the ground, and indeed on approach
- which is pretty much the same aflitude in these
machines — the forward view is relatively poor
and perhaps il is just as well that neither giider
couid be fully held off on landing! In fact, hoth
types had to be “flown on” at around 40kt; any
attemnpt to hotd off fully just hit the tailwheet first
and had the eflect of slamming the glider down
on to the main wheel.

. .. lifting the tail is
possible but runs the risk
of grounding the belly . ..”

Take-off was rather similar with the ghider leap-
ing into the air from the two-paint attitude, liting
the 1ail is poessible but runs the risk of grounding
lhe belly owning to the smallish ground
clearance. The ASW-24, in paricular, looked
vulnerable to this owing to its rather PI¥-like
cockpit pod. Much simpler jus: to leave the stick
in the middle and let the glider do the rest. Roll
rate especiatly was very very fast and the sur-
prisingly small ailerons generate quite modest
stick forces which is pleasant.

We didn't do any significant perormance
checks but a useful measure heve is the very
quie! airflow noise — especially on the ASW-24 -
and the fact that you couid accelerate to 100kt in
na lime at all without even noticing it. Also, both
gliders took ages to come down.

Handling generally was superb and this is
what contributes most to the excellent soaring
performance of both machines. | don't believe
that either machine is significantly better than the
previous generalion in achieveable climb rate but
the workioad is lower - but these gliders were
designed for soaring and they are terrific at it.

Where the perlormance really sparkles is

cruising at high speeds - especially with waler
ahoard. This was paricularly noticeable on a
couple of days during last year's Standard Class
Nationals when strong winds just didnt seem to
trouble these fast ships. The LS-7 seems to carry
its water rather better than the 24 (both are pretty
much missiles when full) and it is perhaps for-
tunate that the 24 doesn't normally fly tull since
the water takes forever to drain out,

The LS-7 is somewhat less stable (for the same
C of G location} than the 24 and thia gives it a very
slight edge in handling: this doesn’t mean the 24
is slow to respond though - far from it! Both
gliders were very willing 1o spin, especially the
rather nippier LS7, and this tendency was ot
course exaggerated with the undercarriage
down (owing to the substantial side area of the
doors and wheel forward of the C of G} o the
exiani that | would caution prospective LS-7 and
ASW-24 pilots on this point,

There is ampte pre-stall waming, though, and
recovery was always crisp and straightiorward.
On balance, this abnormally high approach
atlitude probably serves as a safety feature here
since  am sure mosl pilots will end up approach-
ing too fast, not too slow. In that event the
extremely powerful airbrakes will soon sort the
situation out, although - like the K-7 - they are so
powerlul they almost pose a problem In
themselves. h

The ASW-24 brakes are shghtiy furher out-
board | think and there is honestiy no vibration
when you exterd them - just a feeling like going
down in a lift.

Back 10 spinning, with a quick reminder that
both machines accelerate very fast - handy for
teaving thermals or for aerobatics but not so good
for low level spin recovenes. | don't want to over-
play the spinning but the price of all that superb
high speed performance has got to be paid at ihe
other end of the scale.

Conclusion

Both gliders are absolutely first class and lam
sure they will enjoy huge success_ | wouldn't care
to nominate either as betler than the ciher since
they are very equally matched in almost all
aspects. They are guite durabie and will no doubt
last well in club Heets but they wilt require a touch
more supervision (or expenence) than the current
generation of ASW-19/Pegasus/L5-4 typas

The UK L8-7 agent is Martyn Wells of Wells
Design Ltd and the ASW-24 agent John Jelnes
of JJ Associates, (see advertisements in this
1ssue),
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BGA & GENERAL NEWS

ing at Dunstable in Saptember when most of 1430 Marsn, B, C. Siratford on Avon 494 SIVER B.:DGE ‘
: 4 Slater, 5. W. Trenl Valky a4 P, @me ub 1880
the glass machines are at A.bo“m?‘ 1422 Thorp, W. A D. Bum 11.4 8250 Lynchk, Cathatine Yorwshire 4.3
it you own a pre-war design glider you are 1430 Foberts, M. Southdown 17.4 8281  Bich. LI Yorkshire a4
likely 10 receive an invitation. If you don't, but 1434  Snook, Brenda Lasham 273 8202  Thphett, D.A Shropsk re Hd
wish to join, contact Geoff Moore c/o London 1405 Wilscn_n, F.P. WiHrls 8.4 B293 Hud_:u:un, H. Yorkahire 44
. . 1438 Drdphin, M G, Prjasius 253 Boa Paurtinglon, C. R, Strubay B3
Gliding Club, Ting Road, Dunstable Downs, 1437 Brown KA. Bristol & Glos 9.4 8295  Farer M. F. Cambridge Unw  20.5.80
Bedfordshire. 1438 Sow. J A Booker 29.10 4206 Mennell, G R, Clevelaruis B.4
1439 Spirhng, &. A, Wi s 84 B2a7 Ectward:s, 5. Landgn 154
1140 Oall. A M. Lasharn 114 B9a Myrs, Alison Blackpoo & Fylue 134
441 Harvey R F. Conventry 151 893 Carver, Elaing Derby & Lancs 18.4
B0 i, 3. arubby da
GOLD DISTARCE 87301 Cwhale, R Dechy & Lancs 184
Marme b 159 B3 Winght, M Ratilesder B4
Hall, 8. A Four Countes 28,885 B0 Dakgety A Bum a4
ALL THREE HAMOMDS Direcgr, M .1 Survay Hils 281284 BI04 Ruwson Ahsan Mpdland Jadbd
Mo Name Cilesty 1830 {in South slnca) BIGS Jemkinson, T. F B o 0.4
258 Dal, R, M. Lagram 114 Slater, 5. W. Trent Valkey 8.4 B30k Wilson. Wilhelming Lasham a4
PGy Harvey, R F. Coventry 15 Wllson, F. P. Wolds 5.4 Bx)? Slaber 4. J Phoenix =R |
Sowu, J. R Booker 349482 8308 Baker, J. B. Pecllaarnct 114
DraMOMD DISTAMCE Spirfing, A A. Woids 8.4 8305 Dont, A, L. Lasham 284
M. Marie Club hielelal Jobar, A. 5 Laahdain 55 BI1O Mac Gregar, A, Chow st 254
1,437 Riue I W, Trent valley 54 a1 Pumueron, . Bicealed 274
GOLD HERGHT A112  Sinnolt, K M. Bristol & Glos 2.5
DIAMOND GOAL e Club 1895 B313 Muchin, M. Qutord B4
N, Mame Club 1940 Hall, 5. A Fouwr Counties 183 Ba14 Daviaon, | A, Devon & Somerss 28.8
21808 Hal & A Four Countes 268 Lynch Cathanne Yorkshire 145 R3S ‘Ward, F. Deuon & Somerser 2594
21805 Driver, M . Surrey Hillg 281289 Holiard, D. A orkshire 15,4 AR wWebster, . Angus Bl
{1 bauth Al a) Jetres. D, . Soulh Weles 4.3 817 Sowry, L AL Booker 3999
2MA1C Slater, § Wy Teesnit Walkey B4 Hamidhin, P, H, Lasham 273 BJ18 Souwsny, M Buxders T4
ZA1B11 Wieson, F R WS 84 Jernings, G. Lasham 1433 8319 Marston, B. Pegasus 224
2112 Sowu, J A B o 30 Dak, M & Yok shire 201 BIZD Lomas, Memy Bacser 748
2/1813  Dunthome, P. A. Bristol & Glos 44 Thomas, C. A. V. Surrey & Hants 223 aaz7 Lomas, R. A, Phoen = 65
21814 Spiting, A, A wolds 8.4 Ross, G. H. Lasham 243 gaaz Duercen Al Pegusus a5
Maith, W Essn 273 8323 Elks P R. ¥ a4
ClakMD HEIGHT ‘Webh, C W Shropmhine 8.3 2324 Swolfer, Lofraine Lasham 55
P Marme Ch a0 Mann, GG F. Lmreaicte 2372wy 8325 Furkham. K. A. Kt 234
143 Hamidin, P. R. Lagham 27 Marah, B. C. Swarford on Avan G4 8326 Joyoe T, D, South 'Wales 7.5
sk Carver, 5. Derty & Lancs 33 Partinglon, R. H. Slrubby 1.4 Baz? Deans. | |agham 8.5
AFHS Jennings, G Lasham 143 Whison, B F. Bum Yd B3z8 Caon, J Lasham 7.4
A4, o Themas, CA. Y. Surey & Hants 123 Clark, G Yorkahire 143 8329 Masgh, F. Lashuat 274
347 Snape KR P & Spalding 1.4 Curwen_ A W Avon 114 B330 Sutlle, W. Chrvelands B4
Kh ] Burry, Jilk Lasham 304 Trorp, W A D. EBum 114 ikl Schaoley, Debgrzh Lagham 75
448 Cheetham, H. A Buchminsber 4.3 Evans, U. A Blackpoo! & Fyide 261080 ga3az Taykw, R. C. Dewon & Samarset 4.4
AG50 ks 0 M. L albourne 28.10 Heankey, Pathieer Lasharn 253 B333 Thomas, G. M Anglia B.S
3451 ‘Wood, A B DewsiCe .4 Slater M. L. Proenix 2543 B33 Stanton. M Aeen 175
195 Smith R. G. Fenland 223 Fictats, M. Southciosan 17 .4 B335 Aram. M. Chiltems 2.4
34953 Parker, A R. L Caotawold 25.4 Snock, Brenda, Lasham 73 Al Frdls. 5. F Avn o7
185 Dal. B. & Lasham 114 Galling M Pegasus 26.3 8337 Raisey C. B. Laghamt 205
3945 Hariey. R. F. Conmniry 15.1 Caolptun, M G Pegas,s 253 B335 Souter A J M Phuoeris 204
{in MNew Feakand! Red, G AL M Fegasus 253 839 Mearain, H. B. Fanre down 05
(fen fghts were fram fboyne and hwo from Sutton Bank,) Brown H. H. Brak & Glos 94
Sowu, J. R Borker 201089 Ur CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA
QLD BADGE Hutilestors, R. 1. Aon 14.10.85 FPar 1
o e Ciub 15990 Parker, A R. L Colawold 0.4 Peame Club 1540
t427 Halt, §. A Fowr Counties 28889 Dall, & N Lasham 114 Morinell B A, Chewmsarids 84
1428 Drver, M J. Swrray Hills 281289 Farnliten, J. Bovctors 173 Wnght, M Rattesden 7.5
1429 Trornas, C. B Suirey & Hants 2.3 Harvey, H. F. Covenlry 151 Stafl, B. T. Booker 54 =
BGA ...ouwx SUMMER HOLIDAYS
Phone the BGA shop now for all your holiday needs:
- »
T Shirts - Sweatshirts - Hats - Books
. r7 N N N r7 - H
Just arrived - “Gliding in 8 Days” by Adrian Morgan £9.45 {inc p&p)
A Complete novices guide to gliding
h introd friend to the | f ing?
Why not introduce a friend to the joys of soaring:
Order these items from
SALES DEPT, FREEPOST, LEICESTER LEY 7ZB
or phone for our complete sales fist: Telephone Leicester 0533 531051
August/September 1980 201
























CLUB NEWS

Broad, Trentham De Lelwa and Alan Castle
iBronze badge} and Bernard Berger and David
Welis {going solo).

We welcome back Colin Jacques and Mike
Pierpaint as instructors {although Mike has tallen
off his bicycle and is temporarly u/s with a
broken shoulder blade).

L

GLYNDRW (Denbigh!

With cur successful planming apphcation and a
21-year lease agreed with our landowner mem-
ber. our inaurugral fhight as Glyndrw GG was by
Rod Witter and Tony Rnight (K-7) on Easter
Saturday. During the holiday we had 152
launches with an average flight time of
13.5min,

As we had hoped, the Avro GC have jcined us
wilh their gliders and equiprmant.

Within Shrs of the announcement of a ridge run
trophy consisting of a 38 mile fight around two
TPs, it was claimed by Robert Vaughan (Oly 419)
only t0 lose it 10min fater to Aodney Witter
{Kestrel).

Our membership 1s growing rapedly and afler
just three weeks we are concemed about Imiing
recrutment until we have a second winch to give
us four cables We have a large number of coun-
iry members taking advantage ot our generous
first year package, the improved NW road sys-
lems making us easy {0 reach.

TK.

GRAMPIAN (Laurencekirk)
We are now g scaring sile with our CFI getting
4000 with a member and there has been a solo
by a former glider pitot. Also two visiting pilots
landed in the same day

We have had so many inquiries aboul the club
wa are holding another public meeting later in the
year.
R.S.

LAKES (Walney Aiwfeld}

We have added a K-6 to the club fleet and
replaced our mobile radio shack/snack bar with
a spendid single decker bus - thanks to the
negotialing skills of Peter Craven and the ferrying
skills of Ghris Dobson, who was loudly abused
by would-be passengers al bus slops en route
for not stopping.

Dave Norh's distance fught compleled his
Silver badge and he is now an instructor. Keith
Butterlield {Astir) collected a framed picture from
Blackpool & Fylde GC, afler a wammn welcome,
which they may retneve in like manner. About the
same lime Pete Redshaw {Mimbus 3) circled the
Chipping field and flew back to Walney.

Our AE} pilots are busy on Sundays, our usual
Hying day, and courses are in strong demand.
Visitors are always weicome.

G.J

LONDON {Dunstable)

The excelient May weather produced a good
crop of Silvers, Golds and Diamonds Including
six 500kms mn one day,

John Spencer and Warren Kay flew in Roanne
and Robin May went to Minden for the Pre
Worlds.

We have invested In 2 new drainage system tor

August-Septernber 1980

when the British weather retumns toncrmal. There
are plans to buy another single-seater and we
want o exlend the hangar and improve
facilities.

The BGA instruciors’ course and soaring
course al Dunslable gave members a sample of
the Janus and Discus and we are now preparing
for the Junior Nationals.

Another ASH-25 has arnved with anolher due
next year and a Nimbus 3 ihis winter.

B.EV.A,

MENDIP {Halesland Airfiefd)

The year so far has been very successiul with
several badge flights and cross-countries, Con-
gratulations to Barry Hooper {going solo); Bob
England and Bob Cook (Shrs) and Andy Sweet
and Tim Hogarih (Silver badges}.

The refurbishment of the clubhouse is pro-
gressing more quickly under Lou Andersan and
the new Bocian shoutd arrive 1n July - the K-7 15
qoing w0 part exchange.

QOur AGM was quite productive. We have
several summer courses and a wsit from
Dartmoor GC.

TADH

MIDLAND (Long Mynd)

The Vintage GC only had two westerdy days out of
the eight they were here. John Stuarl has taken a
flock Lo Sisteron for mountain fying courses. Our
brand new K-21 is already working hard.

Recent solos include John Hall, Ann Edwards
and Bill Duckett with Bronze legs for Terry Qakes,
Rob Murray and Alan Mayhew - Alan completing
his Bronze badge. Martin McCurdie and Paul
Stanley have Silver distance; John Baker, Alison
Rowson, Bryan Smith and Jan Outhwaite Silver
hetght and Paul Walker his Shrs.

Bob Rice and Neil Francis flew their first
300km triangles on May 27 and despite the poor
start to the year by June 1 we had almost caught
up with 1989 statistics.

AD

NENE VALLEY (RAF Upwood)
We had some great fiying in May with Jon
Huggins going solo and Eric Yeardiey Jm
Rignall and Julian Poocle gaiming Silver heights an
the same day. Congralulations 1o them all

The two K-75 are back after 300hrs" work - see
last issue - and the annual expedition o
Bassingboumn is in August
RE

NEWCASTLE & TEESSIDE (Carlton in
Cleveland)

Although the early season gales damaged lhe
hangar roof and scaliered debris from asbestos
roofing sheets all over the floor. the aircrafi
were unscathed.

Cs of A on the club fleet, K-13, K-8 and Motor
Falke, were agan completed by the working
parly i1 comforl thanks to Bill Abbotl giving us
space in his factory unit.

Our site on top of the Norh York shire moors, at
1200ft amsl, has suered badly from erosion, so
we have bought a dumper truck and filled in
many of the erosion ditches and inproved the
runway surfaces.

We are a small club and visilors are welcome.

-

We fly at weekends, pubiic holidays and on Wed-
nesdays evening from May lo Septermnber.
RJD.

NORFOLK (Tibenham Airheld)

On April 7 our 70 year-old presideni, Alf War-
minger, flew his Ventus from Seething, Norlolk, to
Eaglescot, Devon i ahrs 10min io claim the UK
400km record to add to his 200 and 300km
records.

Cur spring task week was terrihc fun with Eric
Arthur and Roy Woodhouse selting Enterprise
type tasks, In vanable weather we flew 3932km,
Norman Glowes {Pirat) winning with Alf ‘War-
minger (Menlus) 2nd and Peter Ryland (P1K 20)
3rd.

Congratulations to Terry JeHery, Ron Melhuish,
Billy Middleton and Steve Roderick {going sota,
and to Billy and Steve an both Bronze legs),
Malcoim Spongall (Silver badge), John Kinley
and Jeremy Clark {Silver height); Norman Clowes
and Terry Cooper (300kms} and to Jeremy Mocre
and Ray Hart on therr assistand Cat ratings.

Qur deepest sympathy is extendedto all farmily
and friends of John Pans who was Killed in a
tragic lug accident on April 28.

RJH.

OXFORD {Wesion on the Green)
The ground equipment team led by Gerry
Q’'Sullivan and Chns Reynolds have done a
spendid job refurbishing and moditying cur
winch. The incorporated hydraulic motor enables
more ragid acceleration giving higher launches.

John Giddins (DG-202-17¢) fiew his first
S500km 1N May with his barograph accidentally
urned off. The following day he did ancther ang
the day aller thal Phil Hawkins {ASW-198) flew
hus first SO0km - the first from cur site 1in a Stan-
dard Class glider

Jahn Gordon (K-6g) completed a 300km and
Norman Machin (Pirat} fiew Silver distance.
FA

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL (L ee-on-Solentl®
An unusua) amount of soanng wealher has
encouraged cross-countries. We plan to replace
lhe Skylark 4 with a SZ0 Jurior and have an
expedition 1o Saumur in France.
Congratulations to Chris and Ken Adams,
Michae! Moore and Tony World {(AE| ratings);
Chns Joliy and Marin Heneghan (assistant
instructors) and Bnan Cornes, John Hales and
Nigel Clark on becoming fuil Cats.
HC.

SCOTTISH GLIDING UNION {Portmoak)

Val Peddie and George Ellot joined the Board at
the AGM, replacing Joe Giacopazzi and John
Galloway to whom many lhanks for ther
service.

Ve have had some excelient local wave and
thermal soaring and a few of our pundits have
made regular tours of Scotland with relative ease,
A small expedition is gong to La Rache-sur-Yon
in June.

A group enjoyed an informal cross-couniry
course organised by David Bruce, but ended up
forsakung Porimoak sea breeze for some superb
thermals at Aboyne where we were made mosi
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LONDON GL!IDING CLUB

7 days o week, year round

KENT GLIDING CLUB

ChaIIDCk, opetation
Thermal Hili and Wase
Ashford, o o
Kent Madern alb elass [ay
TN2S 4DR solo and courses
2 seatet
AL
flect e Al
ratings

Courses available for beginners
and early solo pilots, April to
October. Inciusive of instruction,
meats and accommodation in
fully licensed clubhouse.

® BOUTINgE COUES

Full vitenng, licenced
bar and sceornmaodation

Details trom:

LOMDON GLIDING CLUB

Tring Road, Dunstable, Beds LUG 2JP
0582 663419

For FREE brochure, write or

phone:
ENE

THE LONDON GUIDING CLuUR

MIDLAND GLIDING CLUB
THE LONG MYND

ADVANCED
TRAINING COURSES

Courses from mid March to
Bronze standard or Cross Gaountry.

Ab initic coursas also always
avaitabie.

AEl by arrangement.

Detail from:

ROY DALLING
Midland Giiding Club
Long Mynd, Church Stretton
Shropshire SY6 6TA
Tal; Linlay (058861) 206

ks 7 or 74
THE CVSH 15 0N FO2 THE
WOLDS GlldiNG QU
72 SEATER ComP!!

* Any 2 sealer glider can be enilered.
* Limited accommaodalion availabile.
* English breakifasi served, if required

Entry fee £60. All Asrotows are charged at club rales.

Apply t0 Les Cooper:.

The "WOLDS GLIDING CLUE'
The Aurfield,
Pocklingtan,

East Yorkshire

Tel 0759 3035749

COMPETITIO

olAR

BIE

Ky
YORK
GLDING
CENTRE

SPECIALISED
TRAINING RANGES
FROM AB-INTIO
THROUGH BRONZE C
TO ADYANCED WAYE
SOARING

SEVEM DAY FACILITIES
VISITORS WELCOME

5 DAY COURSE FROM £170

RUFFORTH AIRFIELD
YORK el (0904) 83694

OVERSEAS AGENTS

CANADA
T. A. Beasley, Soaring Supplies,

SOUTH AFRICA

Sailplane & Gliding

The magazine can be obtained from most Gliding Clubs in Gt.
Britain, alternatively send £1240 postage included for an
annual subscrnption to the British Gliding Association, Kim-
beriey House, Vaughan Way, Leicester.

USA and all other Couniries

Red leather-cloth bingers specially designed to take ¢opies of the magazine and Payable in ether Stering £12.40

yokd Dlocked with the title on the spine are only available from the BGA

Price £5.50 includerg post and pachking.

PO Box 169, L'Cngnal, Ontarko, KOB 1KG

Peter Eich, PO Box 82707, Southdale 2135, Johannesburg, Transvaal.

ar US $20.00 (or $30.00 by Aur Mail) but Inter-

nahonal Money QOrders preterred, direct to the British Gliding Association.

Our superb glass fibre fleet caters for absolute beginners or pundits. You can be as
gliding in this most beautiful county.

With over fifty years of successiul scaring at one of Europe’s foremost panoramic
CLUB welcomes visitors from all over the World.

Why not join us at the Yorkshire Gliding Club - There is no other

The Yorkshire Gliding Club (pty) Ltd, Sutton Bank,

(0845) 597237

The YORKSHIRE GLIDING CLUB

sured of lhe best opportunities for
sites, the YORKSHIRE GLIDING

club quite like i!

Full residential and catering facilities all year round.

Thirsk, N. Yorkshire
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THE BGA AND PROTECTION MONEY!

twe included private licences and, moreover,
wonld have required icences where none had
previously been issued Like fo fly ghders in ihe
UK! The existing standardisation requirements,
ICAQ Annex 1 on licensing would no longer be
ophonal but obhgatory.

Forlunately Ihe volunteers include people such
as Chris Simpson a retired sodichor, ex-charman
of the BGA and now chairman of ihe RAeC. How
convenient that his brother is an MEP and can yet
us access to the Transport Policy Directorate in
Brussels. Also that by pressing our case logether
with olher sparting disciplines we have been able
to get the directive revised afler a viait 1o Brussels
and meetings with the CAA and DTp,

instructing

There is a basic pnnciple regarding standards
ind that is they should be subject to a continual
wocess of improvement. Not everyone might

David
Goodison
INSTRUMENTS

CALIBRATED, SERVICED
AND REPAIRED

PZIL WINTER AND SMITHS

CALIBRATIONS RETURNED
WITHIN THE WEEK
4 BROADACRES AVENUE

CARLTON, Nr. GOOLE
NOATH HUMBERSIDE DN14 9NE

Tel GOOLE {0405 8606856

agree with this but in a devetoping sporl only
maintaimng standards constitutes a decline.
Having stanied wiih the BGA as National Coach
in 1969 and having seen the system develop over
many years | have a vested interest. We have had
significant contnbulions to coaching from Brian
Spreckiey, John Williamson and Ken Stewart.
Now Chris Rollings is in the hot seat; vary much
50 since he is the only coach.

Continues within the
fimits of resources

The coaching praogramme now relies on volun-
tear help to a great extent to provide instruclor
training, this under the supervision of the national
coach. This change trom courses run solely by
coaches was a conscious policy decision to pro-
vide a coaching infrastruciure. The soaring
course programme continues within the limits of
resources. Chris manages the allocation pro-
gramme for the BGA's arrcrall (Super Falke,
Janus C and Discus) betier than ever before But,
the complaints abound.” We never see the coach
at our club!” Of course not. He is in the businass
of using the limiled resources to besl advantage,
not “teaching the population of China to fly". You
may never see hm or the BGA's gliders. Why?
Because if you ration the aircralt on a per capita
basis you have a 1/10000th share in each of
them! Moreover, there have been dismal failures
in supervision of the BGA arcraft in ciubs’ use
{"What does this lever do?" as ihe pilol retracts
the undercarriage on the ground} or in failing 1o
lake control in time, which gives a slightly jaun-
diced view, It's difficull o arrange a programme
with unserviceable aircrafi.

Political

Bill Walker MP has already been mentioned in
the context of airspace. As a one-time Air Cadet
instructor with 20000 launches in his logbook he
stands high in theist of gliding supponers. There
have been debates in the House of Commons,

-

wrilen questions, meetings ang lunches with
ministars and other MPs. fn ten years Bilt has only
once beeniate for a meeting, his plane from Hong
Kong was delayed; otherwise he is there on time
or early. Ask.John Holland who has done mueh to
esteblish and maintain this conlact.

Safety

Accidents will happen and they often attract
disproporionate attention. The logic of prevent-
ing all accidenls is the occasional and irrational
approach of regulators. Regulations are not the
solution. The BGA has a remarkable freedom 1o
investigate gliding accidents bui not tugs or
motor ghders. The AAIB believe we are compe-
tent 10 inveshgale most fatal accidents alhough
they will usually investigate struclural faitures and
help us if we ask.

QOccasionally, when there are accidents ihat
warrani comment the AAIH will make recommen-
dations to the CAA. Sometimes the oulcome 15 of
real benefil, for example the Gulde to Tug
Opaerating Procedures,

In the casa of a fatal accident which the AAIB
leave to us we sometimes have a resource prob-
lem. The ciub at which the accident has occurred
maybe has peopie with the ability to deal with it.
But the trauma of the accident warranis BGA
help, Ifwe can getihere. Certainly itisthe intent to
give the necessary suppart We have learmt thus
from experience.

In Summary

The BGA has limited resources, SO you can
only expect so much from them. There is an
ncreasing  trend towards whal | term the
“national heaith syndrome”, a tendency to expect
things to be done for you But what do you putin?
For the last year | have been giving a {alk along
the lines of this arlicle to BGA nstruciors’
courses, as well as taking aboul airspace and
satety. The altemative title for the airspace talk is
“What the bloody hell is the BGA doing about it?”
The answer is "All that they can!”

PUBLICATIONS

SOARING PILOT MAGAIIKE - "a realn of fresh air . B
monthly - pubbshea by Tom Knaufl and Dons Grove. 5238
annually SOARING PILOT MAGAZINE 1873 Farweod Lape,
Siale College, Pa 1680, USA

FREE FLIGHT, the bi monthly journal af thee Soaring Associabhon
of Canada A lvely record of the Canadian scanng scene, and
rebevant nlemaiora newsi gnd adicles. SUS2Rpa Suie 306,

1355 Bank 31, Cmawa ON, Caparta R1H 8K7.

AUSTRALIAN GLIDING, moninly pubiatans of the Gliding
Federation ol Australia, Eritor ABan Ash. A COMDRle coverage of
Ausiralizn Soanng and e sclusive features of internategral inleresst
Subscnption  Sulace mal S438.50, anmal $AG0.00pa (12
isoues), Dayable Mastercard, Visacard of intematiinal inrney
order. Box 1650, GPO, Adelade, Soulh Australia 5501

NEW ZEAL AND: Giriting Kowt™ oHicaal Ghing Magrs tirie of N2

Oiding Associat-on, Printod Octoner and altetmale monlhy Wil
NZ Gidng K, Private Bang, Tauranga, Mew Jealand. £15.00
Siething b year's sUbsCHOUOR (ind ksme ol postage

SLOPE SOARING wilh radio control moded seaplane 19 a [as-
cinating pastime and a lypical phase of aevomodellr 3. Read
aball this and ol e omodeing subpcts n Aerornodeler and
Racko Coptrol Models ang Ekeclronics, the saxld's |gading
magarnes publisied monthly. kMode 3 Afied Puolications. Ltd,
13-35 Bricge Stieet, Homel Hempstoad, Herls

No sealing
Light weight 225 gms

Calcuiator sized 150X 80x30mm
At last a barograph smaill and llght enough to Rt into your pocke!

EW Barogra ph’ A superb newly developed fully electronic barograph

with the launch in early 89 in the UK, of cur new digital barograph, EW Avionics have been surpnsed by the response to this exciling new product.
Already units are being used by pilots at national competition level as well as regional level Many badge claims have already been made wilth many
pilots commerting that they probably wouldn't have carmmed a barograph except for the convenience and user frendliness of the EW

Barograph.

Auta height scale selection 1o 12km
Full camera and motor detection
Computer analysis avallable

EW AVIONICS

45 Wyresdale Crescent, Middx UB8 BTH. Tel: 081-998 1510

1-255hrs recording time
Multipie traces
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