













http:RL"Spon.se
















YOUR LETTERS

SCOTTISH GLIDING ASSOCIATION!

Dear Editor,

The possibility of an independant Scotland
may give rise to issues which few have con-
sidered. In anticipation of one such | offer a
possible logo for the body to replace the BGA
north of the border — or would that become a
frontier?

TONY MOSS, Bedlington, Northumberland

129.97

Dear Editor,

A clear sign of spring must be the inability to
get a word in edgeways on 129.97 between the
“how you doing chat”. However, | propose as
“entertainer of the year” the Scots motor glider
instructor who managed to transmit for an
entire hour long sortie on March 31 which
blanked out most of southern England.

His inane prattie (sorry | meant “patter”) was
an inspiration to us all, (!) and his personai
recollections of gliding were interesting and
highly amusing. Most of all | enjoyed hearing
what he said about Chris Pullen, who is clearly

a more interesting person than most people
realise, as well as having too much money and
an ASH-25! Nothing wrong with that!!

TERRY HOLLOWAY, High Wycombe, Bucks

A QUERY ABOUT SIGNALLING
Dear Editor,

} have undertaken to design a new light
signaliling system for my club, and once again
this has provoked a lively debate on the inter-
pretation of clause 5.7 in Laws and Rules.

What exactly does "dashes of one second
duration and three seconds interval” mean?
“One second on, three seconds off”, or “one
second on, two seconds off"?

What does "quick dots at one second inter-
val" mean? The designer of our current box of
tricks interpreted this to mean “one second on,
one second off”, but this is clearly wrong, and
“All out” is given using the Stop button. Perhaps
it means “half second on, half second off”, or
maybe the on period should be shorter, though
of course long enough for the lamps to illumi-
nate fully.

For a publication which devotes two whole
pages to specifying to the miilimetre the place-
ment of lights and reflectors on glider trailers,
perhaps it would be possible to spare a little
more space to make clause 5.7 less ambigu-
ous.

JEFFERY GOODENOUGH, Newbury, Berks

Bill Scull, BGA director of operations,
replies: The light signals for take up slack are
as given, For take up slack the dash should be
one second and the interval three seconds. In
morse code a dot is shorter than a dash by half
so “All out” is light on for half a second with one
second intervals. Interval is defined as “inter-
vening time or space; pause; break, gap.” So far
as the glider trailer law is concerned perhaps Mr
Goodenough would prefer to find his way
through all the Road Traffic regulations when
building a trailer.

MEASURING CABLE LOADS

Dear Editor,

Howard Torode in responding to Chris
Riddell's letter in the last issue, p71, suggested
that measuring cable loads was difficult and
probabiy not desirable.

Quite fortuitously Supacat's unique design
allows the load applied to and the load in the
cable to be measured accurately. We have
been recording both simuitaneously for a
variety of gliders and conditions.

In the established climb the readings are
identica! but are they of any use?

As the designer does not want his glider to
break up | have always assumed that it was
wise to follow his advice on weak links and
speeds. One obvious use of an indicator is not
to exceed the weak link rating. Applying a
maximum of 75% stops the buffeting of average
turbulence breaking or stressing the link.

Applying less gives a lower launch but we are
not yet using the indicator to guide the driver.
We are simply measuring the loads applied by
experienced drivers with traditional briefing.

There have been clear differences between
drivers launching the same gliders on the same
day. A tracing is almost a thumb print of the
driver and they can not all be giving optimum
launches.

The tracings for the critical first 100ft are
interesting. At first the two lines move aparn,
then move in opposite directions and cross
before walking the same path. The load applied
to the cable looks the more useful particularly in
strong wind gradients.

More work is required but | have no doubt
that a good load indicator will be a boon to
winch drivers. Winch launching is relatively safe.
Tomorrow we will remove the rare mishap.
GORDON PETERS, Wellington, Somerset

We welcome your letters but please
keep them as concise as possible and
Include your full name and address.
We reserve the right to edit and select.

ONE-WEEK SOLO COURSES

We succeed by allocating no more
than three beginners to each instruc-
tor so that your time in the air is max-
imised. ie 10 launches/2/ hours per
day or equivalent. Prices from £350.

ONE-WEEK ADVANCED COURSES
Trainees can expect a mixture of dual
advanced training (including cross-country
soanng) and as much solo flying as they can
cope with. Type conversion on to suitable
single-seaters will be offered wherever
appropriate.

LEARN TO GLIDE IN A WEEK . . .

UNLIMITED FLYING

The prices include unlimited flying and instruction (using
winch and aerotow as well as motor glider where appro-
priate), logbooks, insurance, lunches, refreshments and
BGA membership fees. B+B accommodation is available
on site. GUARANTEE: Fees are fixed and a refund is
made if flying is limnited by the weather.

...AND WHY NOT?

The airfield is at Hinton-in-the-Hedges which
is near Banbury. It is just over an hour from
both London and Birmingham and about 20
minutes from Oxford, Milton Keynes or
Northampton.

FURTHER INFORMATION

The aim of these courses is to reach the standard of
the Bronze or Silver badges. Suitable also for part
trained pilots from other clubs who wish to acceler-
ate their training. Prices from £275.

The Gliding Centre,

15 Norfolk Place, London W2 1Q]J
071-706 2434 (live girls during office
hours, answerphone at other times)

June/July 1992

“SOARING”

The official monthly
journal of the Soaring
Society of America.
The only US periodical
devoted entirely to the

sport.

For subscription send
$35 US by international
money order or inter-
national cashier's cheque
payable to the Soaring
Saociety of America,

Inc., Box E, Hobbs,

New Mexico, 88241-1308,

US.A.
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Fig 2

taking moist air up to the inversion to maintain
the cloud cover. Most stratocu layers have a bil-
lowy top showing the result of this convective
stirring. This internal convection maintains the
cloud layer without any help from thermals ris-
ing from the surface. Flight above such a layer
is usually very smooth but it becomes slightly
turbulent if you let down into it.

Early morning signs of spreadout

Many potentially good soaring days start with
cloudless skies and very good visibility. The
signs of spreadout are:

1. Unusually early appearance of the first cumu-
lus clouds. This shows that very little heat is
needed to set off thermals.

2. The cu tops go shooting up quickly instead of
growing gradually. This shows the air is particu-
larly unstable, at least in the lower iayers.

3. Therising cu form narrow towers, the tops are
well rounded but the bases do not stay fiat for
long. This suggests that although there is lots of
energy available it is badly distributed. On good
days the cu grow less rapidly and have broader
longer lasting bases.

4. Little lenticular caps (pileus clouds) appear
over the cu tops and are soon absorbed into the
rising towers. Pileus are produced by air pushed
up ahead of a rising thermal. They may even
show up above a blue thermal. They are a good
indication of very moist air aloft, air which needs
little lifting to reach its condensation level.

5. If the clear visibility allows you to see devel-
opments over hilly regions watch how things go
over the mountains. Spreadout often develops
first over mountains. The layer of clag extends
over the plains a few hours later.

Coping with spreadout

I have never been successful on a spreadout
day; it is my usual excuse for landing out.
However, the better pilots keep going for aston-
ishing distances but they often make large di-
versions from the direct track. If the cioud cover
is not total one can:
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1. Try the sunny edge. There is often good lift
under the boundary clouds where the slanting
rays of sun warm the ground under the edge of
the sheet.

2. While following this edge divert to any little
puffs just off the main sheet. Surprising good lift
occurs under rather scruffy bits of cloud within a
mile of the main edge.

3. If the route goes anywhere near a coastline or
estuary try diverting nearer the sea. Approaching
the coast is rather like going back in time; one
finds conditions as they were earlier in the day
before the spreadout developed.

4, Take any opportunity for a cloud ¢limb. Strong
thermals take cu tops well through the inversion
and you may come out into dazzling blue skies
several hundred feet above the cloud layer. This
doesn’t last iong of course but such a climb can
add many minutes to the glide.

5. When down below the cloud sheet look out
for any darker patches, especially if there are
cloud fragments below the main base. In the very
unstable air below spreadout one may encounter
unsuspected thermals. These are easier to work
higher up so it pays to take any lift available while
still fairty high.

Staying out of sink

Avoiding sink is aimost as important as find-
ing good lift. If on a particular day most clouds
give their best lift on the upwind and/or sunny
side, then it is worth making a diversion to avoid
the opposite end. Some pundits make a habit of
curving round the dud bits when approaching a
good looking cloud. Thus they get round
Murphy's law which says that the direct track to
the next lift shall always pass through sink.

Here are some items to look for:

1. Look at the cloudbase, especially at the down-
wind end of a cloud. Photos D and E were taken
about one minute apart. They show rapid decay
at the left hand (downwind) end of a bank of cu-
mulus. See how the cloudbase has become
ragged with straggly bits hanging down. That

Fig3

section of cloud changed from looking good to
total dispersal in less than five minutes.

2. If you see tendrils hanging down compare their
level with the general cloudbase. Tendrils which
go well down below the main base are usually
good signs. Bad signs are tendrils which start
far above the main base. These are just the rem-
nants of a dying cu. See Fig 3. A shows tendrils
below the main base; these are usually a good
sign of lift. Sea breeze fronts and other conver-
gence lines often look like this. B shows tendrils
formed from a decaying cloud; they are mostly
above the main cloudbase and almost invariably
indicate sink.

®

Fig 4

Fig 4 shows two kind of cloud step. A is the
kind which has its best lift close to the step and
under the higher base. Steps like this are caused
by the conjunction of moister and drier patches
of air. Dry air gives a higher cloudbase and bet-
ter lift.

In B the steps have been caused by the top of
the cloud being blown sideways by stronger
winds aloft. When this happens the dispiaced
top loses its litt and one must go to the main base
to find the active thermals. This sounds confus-
ing but one can usually spot the difference be-
tween a step due to drier air and a step caused
by the cloud top being blown sideways.

Ciouds with tails

Horizontal tails to a cumulus cloud often show
which end is subsiding. Photo B is one example
of a cloud tail marking the declining side of a
large cumulus. Fig 5(A) is a diagram of this cloud
showing where a succession of cells were build-
ing the right hand side but descent of air was
suppressing the left side. Fig 5(B) is a sketch of
photo F. Here there is a much shorter tail on the
left where the cloud is dying. In the middle and
towards the right there is a nice flat base with lit-
tle tendrils suggesting lift.

Sloping (not horizontal) cloud tails can be an
indication of cloud formed in rather strong winds

SAILPLANE & GLIDING






























TERRY HURLEY

I came in from the noise and the glare of the
field into the cave-like quiet of the hangar and
was instantly aware of the thing hanging up on
the back wali like an enormous dead trophy. It
looked the way you'd imagine the original bat
out of hell would have looked, with widespread
scalloped wings and long, loosely trailing tail — a
creature of mottled bones and ragged skin.

Somebody walked in behind me. | turned and
saw who it was.

“Glad you're here,” he said cheertully. “You
can give me a hand to get that down from the
wall and rigged.”

“Rigged?” | said. “What it needs is a decent
burial.”

He took off his jacket and folded it tidily on the
wing of a Bocian.

“What is it anyway?” | added.

*The Hawk”, he said, and in the tone of his
voice capital letters were implied. “That is an ab-
solutely accurate replica of Percy Pilcher’s origi-
nal flying machine. You're looking at aviation
history there. And the local museum has let me
borrow it for the weekend.”

It was difficult to believe
anybody could be that
desperate for flight

“You mean a thing like that actually flew?” For
a child of the jet age it was difficult to believe that
anybody could ever have been that desperate
for flight.

“It will be a lot better when we've rigged it,” he
said defensively, like a man telling you that a
plain girl looked okay with her make-up on. So
we enlisted a couple of helpers from the bottom
of the flying list and carried the thing out into the
sunlight where | could see that it was only bam-
boo and canvas rather than skin and awful
bones.

Rigging turned out to be a complex process
depending on systems of cords and tight lacing
tricky enough to cause us a deal of inventively
bad language. Finally the assemblage seemed
complete and sat balanced on two tiny yellow
wheels that could have come from a toy train, its
wings poised at an improbably high angle of
attack.

“There!" he said proudly, as he cautiously in-
sinuated his thirteen stones through the historic
puzzie of wood and wire, to emerge sweating
but smiling over the top of the wings, enmeshed
in cords and buckles like a happy bondage
fetishist. He hitched up his trousers and took
hold of the twin polished wooden handgrips; the
two helpers steadied the wingtips; | grasped the
tail; one of those people who believe life is a
spectator sport started a video camera; and we
moved slowly on to the field like a bunch of inex-
perienced bridesmaids carrying a particularty
awkward train.

“Where's the wind?” the pilot asked, and at
that point I realised with horror that he intended
to fly the contraption. Until then I'd regarded the
affair as nothing more perilous than a photo-
opportunity, perhaps a space filler for some local
paper a bit short on marriages and births.
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THE UNBREAKABLE

Terry Hurley describes what happened when a Coventry GC
member tried to fly a Percy Pilcher replica with a lot of help

from his friends

“Oy!" | called from the back end. “Don't you
know Pilcher got killed flying this.”

He waved the remark away absently, mutter-
ing something about groundhops being the only
item on today’s programme and that ridge soar-
ing would come later when he'd got the hang of
the thing. He was fiddling with a rigging line and
already absorbed in that state of pre-flight con-
centration where you don't really welcome un-
necessary intrusion. A Chipmunk droned
overhead dragging a Bocian. High up the thin
cloud of the advancing front was seeping into
the summer sky like pastis into water. The wind
was light and steady, and blowing in our faces.

He bent forward, leaning his weight into the
handgrips, the yellow wheels squeaked and, still
supporting the wingtips and the pendulous tail,
the four of us broke into a stumbling trot.

There is a slight rise in our airfield. A man on
foot hardly notices it. But it becomes a
Matterhorn to men laden with a determinedly
earthbound Hawk. We heaved, we gasped, we
swore, but we were unable to reach the speed
necessary for the lightly built Hawk and its more
solidly constructed pilot to together siip the surly
bonds of earth. So we stopped for a bit and lay
around on the grass, chests labouring, eyes
blurred with unaccustomed sweat, listening to
the thunder in our ageing arteries.

Henry V was probably the
same sort of pain in the neck
at Agincourt

“We could try it downhill,” | said eventually.
“At least we'd have gravity on our side.” Anything
was better than tackling that slope again.

He said, “it was definitely trying to fly just now.
I think. Perhaps you could sort of waggle the tail
up and down a bit while we're running. It'll aiter
the angle of attack and that might do the trick. But
make sure you all let go as soon as I'm airborne.”

We said we'd remember to do that. We
promised to let got the very moment he became
airborne.

Once more we took our positions around the
craft our faces as grim as those you see in old
paintings in regimental museums with titles like
"Fix Bayonets!” We set off, me running in an un-
dulating style, very interesting to watch so | was

told later, raising and lowering the tail, our pilot
giving little skips into the air in the hope of en-
couraging his collection of stick and canvas to
do likewise, while silently behind us, camera
clamped to his face like a remora, ran our pho-
tographer. Sadly the Hawk did not take to the
air, though it bumped about a bit which got us
quite excited.

At the bottom of the hill where the grass meets
the broken concrete of the peri-track we halted
by unspoken consent and fell to the ground. For
a very long time nobody spoke. Then he said,
“One more try into wind?” Henry V was probably
the same sort of pain in the neck at Agincourt
when the lads just wanted a nice cup of tea and
a bit of a lie down.

Wearily we pulled ourselves to our feet, turned
and the wretched machine into wind and tried
again. The Hawk gave us no help.

And then, for three of us, there came a piece
of luck. Before our pilot could call for yet one
more final effort, an errant breeze plucked the
tail of the Hawk out of my hand and tossed it into
the air. There was an ugly crack, and the as-
sembly flopped to the ground like a shot pheas-
ant.

“Hard luck!” That was an insincere voice muf-
fied by canvas from somewhere beneath the port
wing. “It's broken, let's shove it back in the
hangar. I'm gasping for a cuppa.”

Together we came down the slope more hap-
pily than we had gone up, except for our pilot
who kept telling everyone we met that the tail
was the weakest element of the design, and that
it was failure of the tail that had caused the death
of poor Percy Pilcher.

*And if it hadn’t bust just now it might bloody
well have caused mine,” the port wingtip grum-
bled to itself.

Between us we dislocated the rigging and
hung the machine back on the hangar wall. The
two helpers disappeared in search of tea and
sympathy leaving me next to the pilot who stood
fingering the broken tait thoughtfully.

“I have to return it to the museum tomorrow
morning,” he said. “And that front coming in now
will bring rain by tonight.”

“Oh well,” | said, trying to sound non-commi-
tal. “Perhaps another time. Maybe next year?”

"Oh, no,” he said. “I’'m hoping to borrow it
again in a few weeks. | intend to be ridge soar-
ing by the end of the summer.”

We studied the Hawk in silence for a few mo-
ments whiist | thought about what he'd just said.
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BGA & GENERAL

THE BGA 1000 CLUB

An important initiative of the BGA starts this
July. Itis the BGA 1000 Club, so called be-
cause the initial target is 1000 participants in
the lottery which, it is hoped, will raise urgently
needed funds for the Philip Wills Memorial
Fund.

The Fund was started in 1978 with a dona-
tion of £8000. It has been topped up regularly
by contributions from BGA central funding but
in spite of this the value last year stood at only
£47 500, virtually all of which was on loan to
clubs. Thanks to inflation, the purchasing power
of this sum is probably little different from that of
the original fund.

The Executive Committee realises that to be
effective the Development Committee should
have at its command funds which can be
deployed in times of urgent need. It is a high
priority to encourage clubs to secure their sites
for the future and there is no better way to do
this than by being able to provide low interest
finance to clubs which decide to purchase.

Over the next four years the BGA would like
to see the Philip Wills Memorial Trust build up
its funds to a really significant sum. An exciting
and rewarding route to this end is the introduc-
tion of a monthly lottery where 50% of the
income is distributed as prizes and 50% goes to
the Fund.

We want the operations to be cost efficient
and this means that participants will subscribe
for 12 monthly tickets at one time rather than
sending a dozen small cheqgues or signing a
bankers order. Sadly in that case only the
banks with their swingeing increases in cheque
charges would benefit.

We appeal to all members to make the
scheme a success. There is no limit to the
number of *12 month” units you can buy, so go
ali out and turn the 1000 club into a 10000 club
as soon as possible! You will be doing all the
clubs a favour and, who knows, you could be
doing yourself a favour too!

Humfrey Chambertain, BGA Development
Committee chairman

BGA AGM

The BGA weekend, at the Post House Hotel,
Crick, took yet another format this year and
judging from the response it was popular.

The morning session was a safety presen-
tion by Bilt Scull, BGA director of operations,
with the AGM in the afternoon foliowed by a
dinner.

The meeting accepted the proposal by Don
Spottiswood, BGA chairman, that the MP Bill
Walker, a glider pilot and friend to the BGA for
many years, should become a vice-president.
He was the guest speaker at the dinner and his
wife presented the annual awards.

The chairman presented BGA diplomas to
Ray Brigden, Bernie Morris, Claude
Woodhouse and posthumously to Jerry Odell,
accepted by his son Julian.

Ray, a glider pilot for over 50 years, re-
established Southdown GC after the war and
was their CFlin the 1950s. He was one of
seven signatories of the memorandum of

156

Association of the BGA in 1946 and has been
an instructor for some 40 years at Southdown,
Lasham and Ringmer. He has shown the
highest level of commitment to gliding through-
out all these years.

During five years as chairman of the BGA
Instructors’ Committee Bernie Morris brought
great professionalism and leadership to the
coaching operation. His clarity of vision and
determination led to many new initiatives with a
general raising of standards.

Claude, a member of Coventry GC for over
25 years, has been CFl and treasurer, is a
regular tug pilot and has a motor glider rating.
He has successfully directed Regionals,
Nationals and International competitions on
behalf of the BGA at Husbands Bosworth and
his selfless contribution to gliding has been
considerable.

Jerry was one of the few glider developers
who could design, manufacturer and test his
own modifications. His vivid imagination,
abundant enthusiasm and engineering skills
resulted in new launching equipment and
involved him in many repair and rebuilding
projects. He was also an excellent pilot with
cross-country ability and a patient and thorough
instructor,

Don Spottiswood and Chris Nicholas, vice-
chairman, were re-elected with Max Bacon,
Mike Cuming, Tim Gardiner, Liz Veysey and
Hugh Woodward eiected to the Executive
Committee.

The awards were as follows:- Du Garde
Peach trophy (National Ladder Weekend
winner) Dave Booth (Coventry); Slingsby
trophy (2nd place on the Weekend Ladder),
Jonathan Walker (Coventry); Enigma trophy
(National Ladder Open winner) Andy Davis
(Bristol & Gloucestershire); Firth Vickers cup
(2nd place on Open Ladder) and Waketield
trophy (fongest distance) Phil Jeffery
(Cambridge University); Furlong trophy
{Longest triangle) and Frank Foster trophy
(fastest 500km) Alister Kay (Booker);
California in England cup (longest flight by a
female pilot) Jane Randie (Cotswold); Manio
cup (fastest 300km) Steve Jones and Alan
Meredith, P2 (Lasham); Rex Pilcher trophy
(earliest Diamond distance of the year) Brian
Logan (Bannerdown); De Havilland (maximum
gain of height) Tony Burton (Black Mountains);
Goldsborough trophy (highest placed pilot in
the last World Championships) Justin Wills and
the John Hands trophy (outstanding support to
the organisation or running of competitions)
Marion Masson (Lasham).

Next year the AGM, dinner-dance and prize-
giving will be at the same hotel on Saturday,
February 27, and will follow the same pattern.

STRUCTURE OF THE BGA

The membership structure of the BGA is now
made up of 87 full member clubs with affiliated
clubs as follows: Army Gliding Association —
two clubs; RAF Gliding and Soaring
Association — 12 clubs and the Royal Naval
Gliding and Soaring Association — three clubs.
Operations. During the year ending 1991

(1990 figures in brackets), member clubs
(civilian and combined services) flew 149 313
(169 729) hours and 1 572 409 (1 671 549)
kilometres cross-country from 451 606 (452
273) launches from club sites. Ciub owned
gliders total 536 (522) and privately owned
gliders 1488 {1508).
Certificates were issued as follows: A
endorsements 1326 (1368), B endorsements
214 (214), Bronze badges 464 (471), Silver
badges 278 (282), Gold badges 81 (1186),
Diamond goal 107 (111), Diamond height 75
(54) and Diamond distance 46 (79).

A centificates were applied for by 504 (546)
holders of the ATC proficiency certificate.

AIR LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIP

There isn't much time left but youngsters over
18 and under 22 by May 31, 1993 are invited to
try for an Air League Flying Scholarship which
will give them 15hrs power flying next year.
Application forms, which must be in by the end
of June, are from The Secretary, The Air
League Educational Trust, 4 Hamilton Place,
London W1V 0BQ.

SAFETY FLASH
Instrument flying and advanced
aerobatics

These two subjects are not directly related
except by the potential hazard of getting it
wrong. in the interest of flight safety, pilots and
instructors are warned about the risks of
teaching yourseif.

Instrument Flying. Useful training can be
given in a two-seater with the rear cockpit
blanked out using polish on the canopy and a
screen in front of the pilot. Real instrument
fiying in clouds is rather more difficuit to
arrange. Before flying soio in cloud it is essen-
tial a pilot can recover from unusual attitudes
solely by reference to instruments and limited
panel at that (to cover the case of the artificial
horizon toppling). Pilots should not cloud fiy on
limited panel in modern gliders without ade-
quate training.

There are several cases of gliders breaking
up in cloud due to overspeeding, excessive
loading and, at least in one case, flutter. The
risk is greater in @ modern glider by virtue of its
less effective airbrakes which may only limit the
speed in a 45° dive. Trailing edge flapbrakes
opened at high speed can cause critical local
toading leading to structural failure.

Advanced Aerobatics. In the past pilots have
taught themselves basic manoeuvres such as
loops and chandelles without dual instruction
although nowadays there is no need for this.
Recently interest has increased in so-called
advanced manoeuvres such as inverled flight
and rolling manoceuvres; these are much more
difficult and with significantly greater risk if
getting it wrong.

It is generally easier to perform positive g
manoeuvres and, importantly, with good
margins in the positive part of the flight enve-
lope. The negative manoeuvres are flown much
nearer to the flight envelope boundaries and if a
manoeuvre goes wrong the likelihood of
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applying loads outside the design margins
much greater. Also a pilot who has not flown
such manoeuvres for a month has to be
regarded as out of practice, that is requiring
further dual instruction or at least a safety pilot.
There are very few suitably qualified instructors
— probably less than ten in the whole country!

The height loss when a manoeuvre goes
wrong may be considerable and prompt use of
airbrakes essential to avert the risk of over-
loading and possibly breaking the structure.
The height needed for a successful bale out is
considered to be 1500ft to stand a 50/50
chance of survivall

There may, of course, be the further risk of
incapacitation if the glider suffers structural
failure.
Summary. The risks arising due to a lack of
proper instruction and of regular practice are
significant. Beware of attempting to teach your-
self! In the modern glider critical situations can
develop very quickly indeed. In the cloud flying
case extra height does not constitute a safety
margin at all if the glider breaks up in cloud.
Bill Scull, BGA director of operations

Inter-University Task Week. We were given
the wrong dates for the announcement in the
last issue, p101. It will be hosted by the
Nottingham Polytechnic GC at Saltby Airfield
from July 12-18, not July 19-25. Contact Chris
Sellers on 0602 500994, daytime and evenings,
for last minute queries.

OBITUARY

HELMUT REICHMANN

Marfa Field, 1970, in Texas. From a Wildwest
sheriff's billboard, the smiling, bearded face of
Helmut Reichmann looks down above a
caption, in large letters: “WANTED FOR
SPEEDING". To everyone's astonishment, the
28 year-old German in the LS-1 had succeeded
at his first World Championships, almost
effortlessly, in camrying off the coveted Standard
Class title, leaving highly regarded favourites
virtually stranded at the start.

On March 10, at about 4.30 in the afternoon,
Professor Dr Helmut Reichmann died when his
Discus collided 50 miles north of his launch site
at St Auban with a LS-4 flown by 21 year-old
Lars Goélz from Weinheim, flying out of Sisteron.
Although some 9000tt asl, the collision oc-
curred only 1000ft or so above the mountain-
side, and the two pilots had no chance. Helmut
had just celebrated his 50th birthday.

The deaths of a young pilot and an experi-
enced three-fold World Champion left the
gliding movement throughout the world
stunned. Was it an unavoidable stroke of iil-
fortune? Or a momentary lapse of concentra-
tion on the part of one pilot or the other? Could
it have been the glider pilot's irrepressible urge
always to out-climb others in a thermai?
Nobody knows, nor ever will.

Helmut was an international idol in the world
of gliding. He first encountered the sport of
gliding in his youth, on the Wasserkuppe, and
immediately succumbed to its charms. He then
flew at Mainz, where he was studying, before
joining the Akaflieg (university gliding group) in
his home town of Saarbricken. In 1965, at the
age of 23, he won the German Junior
Championships and in the two succeeding
German National Championships qualified for
Marta, where, at the first attempt, he won his
first world title. He took part in five successive
World Gliding Championships.

In three of them he mounted the winner's
podium: after Texas, there was Waikerie,
Australia, in 1974 where he won in a LS-2 after
a breathtaking neck-and-neck struggle with
Ingo Renner. Then, in 1978, flying the experi-
mental SB-13 of Akaflieg Braunschweig in the
15 Metre Class, he displayed great tactical skill
and took carefully calculated risks to beat Karl
Striedieck into 2nd place. Gliding enthusiast
and radio journalist Werner Schwipps broad-
cast on short wave to the worid at the time:
“Whether Helmut won the title in spite of, or
thanks to, the SB-13 will remain a mystery”.

Nobody had ever before won three world
gliding titles. Helmut Reichmann decided to
leave it at that. He held long discussions with
friends and then, in autumn 1978, announced his
retirement from competitive international gliding,
at the home of his friend Bruno Gantenbrink.

But this in no way meant that he was turning =

British Gliding Association

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY

A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the
same time enable the Philip Wills Memorial Fund to
make loans to clubs for site purchase and development.

1000 is the target number of members to participate
initially in this new monthly lottery to start in July 1992. if
1000 members subscribe £1.00 a month each then the
monthly first cash prize will be £250.00.

HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial
Fund to help with its work in developing BGA clubs and
the other HALF will be distributed each month in the form
of 6 CASH PRIZES. The more participants we have, the
greater the prize money pool.

1st PRIZE — 50% of the prize money pool.
5 Runner Up Prizes of 10% each of the prize money
pool.

Chances/numbers can only be bought from the BGA at
£1.00 each. Those whose money has been received at
the BGA by the end of each month will then participate in
the draw on the first Wednesday of each following
month. Tickets will not be issued in order to keep the
administrative costs low but each member will purchase

a "number” which will go into the draw. It is hoped that
members will purchase 12 months’ worth of tickets at a
time. Winners will receive their prizes direct from the
BGA and a list of their names will be published in S&G.

Please complete the form below and return it to the BGA
with your payment. Please note that only BGA members
and their families may participate and that the BGA is
registered under the Lotteries And Amusements Act
1976 with Leicester City Council.

Barry Rolfe
Promoter

To: Barry Rolfe, British Gliding Association, Kimberiey House,
Vaughan Way, Leicester LE1 4SE

Please include me in the “1000 Club” and I enclose £12.00 (payable to
BGA) for twelve months of entries, or muitiples thereof.

June/July 1992
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