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PARACHUTE RECOVERY

JOHN KENNY

design. Photographs of a landing accident were
shown in which the pilot of a totally destroyed air-
craft survived almost unharmed. A stronger cock-
pit both allows for landing accidents and a higher
parachute descent. He considered a weight in-
crease of 5-10kg and a cost of 2-3% to be ac-
ceptable. Minimum escape altitude should be
100m and a servicing interval of five years.
Inadvertent initiation cannot be excluded, and
pyrotechnic components could injure bystanders.
The prerequisite for private development is toler-
able licensing requirements,

The ensuing discussion lasted well into the
evening, and was extended to a restaurant after
the formal meeting closed. The symposium set-
tled on an aircraft recovery system with pyrotech-
nic triggering as the most realistic solution. The
open question s
whether pilots are
prepared to pay, but
there could be a re-
duction of insurance
premiums.  Costs
would also be offset
by the removal of the
personal parachute.
The manufacturers
are only prepared to
invest if customers
show interest. Initiallty
a buyer could ask for
provision to be al-
lowed for in a new
sailplane, so when a
system is approved it
can be retrofitted.
Owners of older air-
craft could inquire,
and in the opinion of
the representatives
of the manufacturers
present, modification
was a possibility. The price was likely to be in the
region DM10000 — 15000.

The gain would not only be potentially lite sav-
ing, but cockpit comfort would be improved.
Improvement in seat design and strength would
increase cross-country comfort and reduce in-
jury in other accidents.  Training schools would
gain time, because parachute donning and brief-
ing is not required. Fewer mistakes could be
made in real emergencies. Ground impact dam-
age to the glider would be reduced, reducing in-
surance costs.

All participants
at the Aachen
Symposium were
in  agreement:
"This change is
long overdue. The
necessary con-
tacts  between

manufacturers,

authorities and pi-

—Ega=— S lots have been
i made. It is hoped

that the first sail-
plane with a Ii-

_:{—“— - censed recovery
system will soon
appear.”
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COASTING

By coincidence John wrote this before the Kite featured
strongly in the April issue and on the cover

he Mynd was grassy and as the Kite had a
skid and no wheel they called her Gracias. Fred
Breeze, Dave Treadwell, Peter Lanyon and !
managed to raise the asking price, about £100
and bought her.

The casein glue was rather smelly and Fred,
a senior inspector and a real craftsman, did won-
ders with rebuilding her. The rest of us did our
little bit. Peter, a St Ives painter, took the fuse-
lage back to his studio to strip off the paint and
declared it was emulsion.

At Perranporth we flew from tarmac, so we

just called her the Kite and installed all modern
cons; canopy, spring trimmer, belly hook and
spoilers.
In 1963 | was determined to fly my Silver dis-
tance and gained much field landing experience
—none of it over 50km away, and by August 1964
was getting desperate.

Another field landing
seemed imminent

| declared Plymouth Airport and climbed well
over St Agnes Beacon, looking down on an air-
liner going from St Mawgan to the Scillies — a
DH Rapide. This first thermal took me south of
Truro and then it seemed as if another field land-
ing was imminent. A considerate farmer was
combining a runway into wind for me. | waited
for him to finish his row, but as he turned a cloud
of dust and chaff rose up and we were on our
way again.

The north-west wind was stronger than | ex-
pected and soon we were over the south Cornish
coast, faced with a long crosswind slog round St
Austell Bay. Each thermal drifted us out over the
sea and | noticed a large yacht, also headed
east.

After each climb, | would fly back to the land
and the great white heaps of china clay spoil,
known as the Cornish Alps, and pick up the next
thermal. With a brisk inter-thermal speed of
35mph, | was gaining about two miles with each
climb. The pools among the "Alps” were a bright
turquoise but where the streams ran into the bay
they made long white snakes of sediment.

It took about 2hrs and 12 thermals to reach
Gribbin Head and the yacht and | arrived there
neck and neck. So we went on till we both passed
Looe, the Kite tacking across wind and the boat
healed over to a beam wind.

Here | stole a march on him. The clouds were
forming into a line along the coast (sea breeze
front) and | tried some latter day dolphin flying(!)
—40mph in the sink and pull up to 26 in the lift.

The new Saltash road bridge and Brunnel’s
older structure came into sight. At least naviga-
tion was no problem as the road bridge pointed
straight towards Roborough Airfield. To get there
meant leaving the sea breeze front. To estimate
a glide angle of 18:1 by eye is not too difficult
and there were two large aircraft-carriers parked
in the Tamar in case | was wrong. | wondered
what kind of noise a Kite skid makes on an ar-
moured flight deck.

Anyway, we arrived at Roborough, joined a
couple of silver and yellow Tiger Moths in the
circuit and landed near the tower. Walking to the
tower to get the landing certificate signed was
like walking on air; me a real pilot, having flown
88km in 4'%hrs and landed at a real aerodrome.
You probably would not be too welcome in a
glider at Plymouth now, but in 1964 it was no
problem, and they let me phone Peter for a re-
trieve for free.

| never stopped my euphoric chatter in the car
on the way back; they were ideal partners - pa-
tient.

Gracias was 27 years-old at the time but came
to a sticky end against a wall at Lands End about
18 months later. I've made innumerable bold
declarations since, travelled hopefully and never
arrived. | still fly along the coasts, now off the
Isle of Wight, and curse the encroachments of
seq air, still in a 27 year-old glider but now with
more than twice the Kite's glide ratio. Needless
to say it cost more than £100.

Oxfordshire Sportflying Club
The Premier
Motor-gliding School

* Convert your Bronze/Siiver badge to a
Self-Launching Motor-Glider PPL

* We teach and examine for Bronze C field
landing exercises

* Silver C conversions at a special rate

* We will fly to your Club for the weekend
for block field landings and navigation
training (special rates considered

* Ab initio training

* Trial lessons

Discover motor-gliding

and how it can help

you in the world \ ol
of pure gliding. IO AR

For detalis call on 0608 677208
Ray Brownrigg (C.F.l.) or Bobbie Ford

Open seven days a woek
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CLUB NEWS

DERBY & LANCS ( Camphill)

A big thank you to Steve Robertshaw for organ-
ising the first Camphill Syndicate Competition
which was a great success with over 7000km
flown in one weekend, including three pilots each
completing 500km.

Mark Hawley has soloed; Nigel Hodkinson and
Brian Hamlet have Silver badges and Christine
Fowler and Dick Moir have AEI ratings.

J.B..

DEVON & SOMERSET (North Hill)

At last 1993 is bringing regular (if difficult) soar-
ing. Ron Johns (Pegasus) set the cross-country
ball rolling by flying a 100km O/R on March 25.
With Damian le Roux (K-6¢cr) and Dave Reilly
{who flew the first 300km of the year in his Libelle
on May 3), he features regularly in the cross-
country book.

Lisa Knights has gone solo; Richard Petheram,
Phil Morrison and Stuart Procter have Silver
heights and 5hrs and Marion Dean Siiver height.

We have had a successful instructors' course
at the site, in spite of washout conditions with
heavy thunderstorms. We are hosting
Competition Enterprise is in July with our task
week from August S to14.

I.DK.

DORSET (Eyres Field)

At the May AGM Jack Priddle took over from Bilt
Cook as chairman. We owe a large debt of grat-
itude to Bill who provided leadership during a
time of great change.

Membership is on the increase with a greater
percentage of ab-initios This puts great pres-
sure on our instructors and K-13 which is why
we are trying to sell our club Grob Twin 2 to buy
a second K-13, which is also more appropriate
for the new field. We would also welcome any
instructors who would like to fly with us.

Despite the move, we have flown considerably
more than last year with our first crop of new solo
pilots - Val Komosa, Dave Piercy and Gary
Davidson.

G.G.S.

DUKERIES (Gamston Airport)

At the AGM in April trophies were presented to
Mike de Torre (outstanding club service); David
Urpeth {most improved pilot) and David Clarke
(best cross-country pilot).

We had a very successful open day on May 3.
Peter Uden has a Silver badge and Tom Newton
a Bronze.

J.C.P.

EAST SUSSEX (Ringmer)
The by now traditional spring expeditions to
Talgarth and Denbigh resulted in several Silver
distances and heights. Back home, Dave Elliott
and Tim Huff have gone solo and Malcoim
Williamson has a Bronze badge.

We welcome back Stewart Forster and Tony
Kerwin-Nye after a gap of several years.
LM,

ENSTONE EAGLES (Enstone Airfield)

We are cleared to launch to 3000ft and started

the season well with the Jaguar winch regularly

giving launches to around 2300ft. The Rolls

Royce winch should be in use later this year.
Tim 0'Sullivan and Neil Edwards have Bronze
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badges and Paul Noonan and Greg Burton AEI
ratings. There are four new syndicates with an
Oly 463, K-6g, Open Cirrus and Kestrel. Robin
Pearce-Boby has a LAK-12.

The bar been reopened and we have bought a
launch point caravan. Geoff Dixon has made a
welcome return as CFi and our chairman, Ken
Sparkes, has been directing the BGA Overseas
Handicapped Nationals in Leszno, Poland. In
July we are hosting the Open Class Nationals
again.

L.J.B.

FENLAND (RAF Marham)

A lot of hard work by a few saw the clubhouse
rewired and decorated inside and our bar is now
called the Thermal Inn. Thanks to the RAF 75th
celebrations we also got the outside of the club-
house painted and a new club sign.

Rhod Evans is CFl and Al Raffan DCF!. S.
Kennedy, N. Millikin (on his 16th birthday), J.
Luckhurst and T. Wordie have gone solo; P.
Luckhurst has a Bronze badge; J., Harvey a
Bronze and Silver height; D. Landsel Silver
height and Shrs (at Sisteron) and G. Rooke
gained a Silver badge in one day from Marham.
C. Elliot, P. Avery and M. Crocker flew Gold
height at Portmoak last winter.

We had an enjoyable weekend at the end of
May when Nene Valley GC flew with us.
M.R.S.P.

FOUR COUNTIES (RAF Syerston)
Our successful Easter ab-initio course resulted
in seven solos.

Andy Mason and Mark Davies have flown
300kms; Steve Walker Silver distance and Phil
Green has a Bronze badge.

Visiters are welcome to our task week from
August 28-September 5 (tel 0636 525300 for de-
tails).

With increasing membership Nottingham
University have bought a half share in a K-8 and
too many have gone solo to mention.

R.M.D.

FULMAR (RAF Kinloss)

Membership is increasing plus the arrival of two
instructors. With reasonable conditions Paul
Edwards and Steve Smith have gone solo; Eddie
Pratt has resoloed; Mark Whitaker has a Bronze
leg; Martin Teague Silver distance and Barry
Fitzgerald, Colin Forsyth and Graham Morrision
have Silver badges.

B.F.G.

GLYNDWR (Denbigh)
Various clubs including East Sussex, Devon &
Somerset, Oxford and Fenlands have visited to
fly on our 18 mile ridge and use our wave, easily
getting Gold heights in westerly and recently
easterly wave. Holiday courses are proving suc-
cessful for the experienced and ab-initios.
During our soaring week Chris Fox, Liz

Silverstone and John Dean completed their
Silver badges with distance flights. Chris Bolton
and Mark Johnson have gone solo; Kenny
Cleworth and Roger Salmon gained their Shrs
and several have Bronze legs Chris Fox and
Keira Hibberd have AE! ratings and Rob
Vaughan is an assistant Cat.

We are now hosting the BGA soaring course

and the Vintage Glider Rally. Good Bank
Holiday flying gave Silver heights and 5hrs.
G.P.

HIGHLAND (Easterton)

We are negotiating with our landlord for a 20
year lease so that we can plan suitable build-
ings. Our thanks to Bill Scull for his input.

We had a successful Easter week with the
SGA's ASH-25 when Steve Young gained Gold
height. A number have Bronze legs including
John Maclean, Viv Robertson (after recently
going solo) and Martin Birse; Gordon Beattie and
Jill Matthews have Silver height and Robert Tait
has become an assistant instructor.

Our condolences to Merv Ross whose daugh-
ter died suddenly after a very brief iliness. Our
new chairman is Andy Anderson.

A.G.V.

KENT (Challock)

The expedition to Le Blanc, France, was spoilt
by rain but we had more luck in Poland. Julie
Garside completed her Gold badge with a
Diamond goal flight and husband Alan was only
50 short of his 500km, while crewing for Tony
Moulang in the Overseas Nationals.

Ray Haddon from Cambridge University GC is
our course instructor for the season, ably as-
sisted by Rupert the Tug and Jim the Winch -
this also benefits weekday pilots. .We have a
BGA soaring course and task week in August.
A.R.V.

LAKES (Walney Airfield)

Blackpool & Fylde finally came for the picture
but six days later it was heroically retrieved by
Graham Sturgeon on a fine day when Alan
Dennis and Brian Dalton gained Silver heights.

May Day saw the first 300km from the club -
but Peter Redshaw needed a new LS-6 to do it!
Rod Murfitt went to Sutton Bank via Rufforth and
Peter Lewis (CFi) made it to Kendal.

On his annual Minden, Nevada trip, Peter
Cravan was thwarted on his way to a potential
altitude record by Reno ATC at 35 200ft. Just
as well since he only had a 30k barograph.
AD..

LINCOLNSHIRE (Strubby Airfield)

Eric Hughes and Dave Armstrong have Bronze
badges and we have an influx of new members.
R.G.S.

LONDON (Dunstable)

Edward Downham is claiming the
UK Standard/15 Metre Class 500km triangle
record. Trips are planned to Aboyne in
September and Talgarth in October.

Our vintage week in June was well attended
and we are hosting the Vintage Glider Club an-
nual dinner on October 23.

Late entries are welcome to our Regionals
(August 21-30) and we have a soaring week from
August 16-20.

The privately owned fleet is increasing and
Terry Perkin's Silene is making its maiden flight
here. The club buildings are being surveyed with
a view to refurnishment and our thanks to Kay
Harris for her magnificent work on the redecora-
tion of our bar.

S.M.

227






CLUB NEWS

We had a successful weekend's flying at
Caernarvon and members have been visiting
other clubs. Our second open day was blessed
with fine weather and advanced TV publicity en-
sured a good turnout of the public.

A.R.E.

NEWARK & NOTTS (Winthorpe)

Our CFl for seven years, Rance Noon, has
handed over to his deputy, Roger Starling. Our
thanks to Rance for all his hard work.

David Charysz and Richard Crewe have soloed;
Brian Harvey has his Bronze and gained Silver
distance in the Inter-Club League's Novice Class
and Mike Evans has completed his Silver.

John Shipley's safety lecture gave us food for
thought.

Our first flying week was enjoyable though not
blessed with perfect weather. Our thanks to Sue
and Graham Cowland, Bob Tatlow and George
Gatenby for the electrics in our new launch point
caravan and to Keith Dykes for his cross-coun-
try soaring exercise.

M.A.

NORFOLK (Tibenham)

With the arrival of the spring north-easterlies two
members decided that our president, Alfred
Warminger, shouidn't be the only one to hold a
UK record. On May 5 Dave Stabler and Jeremy
Moore flew 445km in a 1955 Bergfalke 2 to
Launceston in Cornwall in 9hrs to claim the UK
multi-seater straight distance record. The re-
trieve by Denis Cooper and George Day took
over 17hrs.

We have had many first solos including one by
Steve Pavelin on his 16th birthday.

A recent open day attracted over 500 visitors,
90 of whom had trial lessons. We now expect a
large increase in membership.

Our club task week and inter-Club League
weekend produced many superb flights of over
250km and "Snoopy" was retrieved from
Crowland by Terry Cooper.

Irene and Mike Womack are impressing us,
having taken on the catering and the bar. Our
thanks to Terry Jeffery for past services.

E.P.

NORTHUMBRIA (Currock Hill)

Flying has been good with Tom Corrigan solo-
ing on his 55th birthday and gaining a Bronze
leg. Phil Slater has a Bronze badge; Jon
Pickering his Silver with a distance leg and Steve
Fairley and Susan Hall are instructors.

Aprivately owned Std Cirrus has been imported
from Germany. A Dart 15 has been loaned to
the club by Brian Holburn which will relieve the
strain on the Pirat and K-8 as we have so many
at solo standard.

Our BGA safety evening was well attended.
We have had a barn dance and in June a visit to
RAF Boulmer.

During the joint task week with Borders GC we
had tasks from both sites and sampted each oth-
ers wave and thermals. The Eagle team from
Borders won.

J.T.C.

NORTH WALES (Bryn Gwyn Bach)
The rain held off for most of our open day week-
end (ably organised by Ken and Julie Payne)
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with many visitors having trial lessons

Paul Carsley is busy flying his way through the
£100 Churchill award and was one of those en-
joying another excellent wave day on May 31.
Dave Jones got Gold height but Tony Cooper
couldn’t reach his oxygen mask at 12 000ft in
7kt of wave.
D.J.

OXFORD (Weston on the Green)

On a very good day in early May Steve Evans
(LS-6¢), Gordon Craig (LS-4) and Martin
Hastings (Std Cirrus) flew their first 500kms and
Martin Cooper (Astir) his first 300km on the BGA
soaring course. Brian Payne accompanied
Graham McAndrew in the BGA DG-500 on
680km of a 750km attempt.

Our Inter-Club League weekend was a
washout but we are now in the lead.

The Grob Acro Twin flew a 160km cross-coun-
try when several considered conditions too
marginal. We now have such a long list of pilots
wanting to fly cross-country in it names will be
drawn from a hat.

F.B.

PETERBOROUGH & SPALDING (Crowland
Airtield)
Our annual dinner-dance was a great success
with trophies presented to Roger Gretton (lad-
der winner); Jim Crowhurst (ladder runner-up
and CFI's cup); Dick Thirkill (most spectacular
field landing and worst retrieve) and Roger
Gretton and Steve Turner (longest cross-coun-
try) with the wooden spoon award going to our
CFI Dave Crowhurst.

Glenn Williamson and Chris Hill have gone solo
and the fifth Libelle has arrived on the site.

R.T.

PORTSMOUTH NAVAL (Lee on Solent)

The successful Easter course yielded ten solos
and five resoloed. Our thanks to Bannerdown
GC for the use of their K-21.

Kevin Hills, Glyn Jaques, Mike Hazzard, Peter
Hollamby, Keith Howard, Beverly Kaye and
Sarah Sturgess have gone solo, Sarah later
missing her 5hrs by just 2min, but Mike Stanier
and Phil Taylor flew 5hrs at the Long Mynd.
Brian Cornes gained Diamond height at Minden,
Nevada.

K.S.

RATTLESDEN (Rattlesden Airfield)

We have our first Churchill award - Jule King
who soloed at 16 and gained a Bronze badge at
17. Richard Goodchild has his Shrs. Edwin
Westacott has gone solo and Tony Bartlett has
Silver distance. Some members are on an ex-
pedition to Sisteron, France,

The second safety lecture was well supported;
the tug is proving a good investment and we
have bought a second winch and an ex
Wattisham bus.

Thursday flying is popular, thanks to Martin and
Roger. The start procedure is very effective and
Reg Smith has overhauled a smalt caravan for
the startline. Our courses have been well at-
tended.

M.E.

SACKVILLE (Riseley, Beds)

Competition is hotting up with our new club lad-
der - last week both club two-seaters landed out!
We had some good flying during another expe-
dition to Talgarth.

It is with sadness we report the death of Dave
Pollock. Dave was a fairly new member of the
group who had previously flown at Bicester. Our
sympathies go to his wife Liz.

D.C.W.

SCOTTISH GLIDING UNION (Portmoak)
We have had some memorable flying; courses
have been successful with few unflyable days
and in late May saw hill soaring and wave.

The AGM heard that the first stage of Kevin
Dillon's financial plan has given an operating
surplus. The team of directors were re-elected.

E. Molden, G. McNae and A, Cowan have gone
solo; J.F.Green, and M.Mackenzie have Bronze
badges and M. Edwards and W. Turnbull (a vis-
itor) have their 5hrs.

G.McN.

SHENINGTON (Edgehill)

The club has doubled in size over the last two
months and more hangars are going up to cope
with syndicate gliders. Our Regionals are from
August 21 to 30. Curious? Come and visit us.
P.G.

SHROPSHIRE (Sleap)

We have had a slow spring with just a few good
wave days. On May 3 a few tried a 380km, Hay,
Swindon, but only Dave Triplett succeeded.
Dave is one of our best young pilots (at Sleap
this means you aren't drawing a pension). On
the same day Vic Carr flew to HusBos and right
round the Birmingham control zone, which was
about 300km.

T.A.

SHALBOURNE (Rivar Hill)

Our open day in April was a great success with
a steady stream of trial flights resulting in new
members. Our thanks to all the helpers.

We hosted the Inter-Club League in May and
the very enjoyable barbecue was organised by
Verity Murricane with Steve Glassett as cook.

Richard Dann, John Parsons and Roger and
Ben Madelin had good flying on Bicester's BGA
cross-country course. Peter Mortimer and Neil
Lloyd have a Skylark 3. Colin Graham has
soloed and Malcolm Howerd resoloed.

J.R.

SOUTH WALES (Usk)

The good weather returned and one weekend
Richard Addis, Richard Slater and Paul Macer-
Wright gained Bronze legs; Mike Rossiter a
Silver badge; Rod Weaver a 100km diploma and
5hrs and Mike Dunlop flew 200km in the L-Spatz.
Cross-country fever also returned.

Evening trial lessons are well booked and the
midweek courses have Peter France as the res-
ident instructor. We have an open day on July
11 and our task week starts ion July 18.

N.S.J.

STAFFORDSHIRE (Seighford)
The open weekend in April was a great success.

The hangar was officially opened by the Mayor m
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