



































PLATYPUS, THE ARM-CHAIR PILOT, DIANA KING & ANNE STOTTER

BOOK
REVIEWS

Stories By Great Glider Pilots Part 2 by Erik
Berg, published by Airborne Publishing and
from the BGA at £25 including p&p.

If you enjoyed Erik Berg’s first book of Stories
by Great Glider Pilots All Over the World,
you'li love his second book, which is a great ad-
vance on volume 1. There is one fly in the oint-
ment, or one bug on the leading edge, which is
the piece by me, where the computer has gone
berserk - a fine old Scandinavian word, by the
way, which means exactly what it says - and has
for instance assumed that the innocuous first
person plural us is short for United States, so us
becomes disconcertingly US  throughout.
Platypus is not a great glider pilot either, as ev-
eryone will rush to proclaim, Platypus himself
leading the rush, if only to avoid getting tram-
pled underfoot. I wanted Eric to call it Great
Stories by Glider Pilots Pilots All Over the World,
or better still, Tall Stories by Short Pilots All Over
the Place, so that | could qualify with a clear con-
science. While we are picking at the little factual
points, the GPS trace in the book belongs not to
me but to Robin May, who did the same 758km
task on the same day, but quite a lot faster, and
the flight took place in 1993, not 1937. | was
scarcely capable of riding a tricycle then.

The 41 stories in the book are not all about
huge distances in expensive modern sailplanes.
There is a refreshing variety, from the Wright
Brothers onwards: thus Derek Piggott entertains
us with his hair-raising account of how he sort of
flew the replica George Cayley machine on the
original Yorkshire site in 1975, and again in Kent
in 1994. If an aeronautical device can be flown
by anyone, Piggott can fly it. The fact that he
could only barely manage Cayley's flying-boat -
and that is what it was - greatly enhances our
respect for Sir George's coachman, who in 1853
found himself persuaded by the great scientist
to make a daring bid for immortality in the dis-
tant future - not to mention almost certain mor-
tality in the immediate future. That Derek and
the coachman both walked away from the same
scene proves that miracles can happen not once
but twice, though only to people of spotless
virtue.

The illustrations are also more interesting and
helpful than in the first edition. Thus there is a
fine 1933 picture of Richard duPont, aged only
22, in the Bowlus duPont sailplane, a lovely ma-
chine (based on Lippisch's Fafnir, but with struts)
in which duPont is wearing a radio headset and
microphone. Does anybody know what the first
use of radiotelephony (or morse for that matter)
in soaring flight was? Write in if you think you
know. Besides an account of a pioneeting two-
week expedition to the Virginia ridges in 1933
that I shall certainly re-read when venturing there
this spring, there is a three-view drawing of the
sailplane in which he flew 122 miles (200km),
and a biography of the talented duPont, who was
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killed at age 32 while testing a Bowlus military
glider in 1943, the middle of World War 2 a fate,
and a date, uncannily similar to that of Robert
Kronfeld
It is this sort of visual and verbal detail {(What
were those aircraft like? What happened to those
people?) that enriches any book on soaring.
Thank you Erik; | am already looking forward
to GGP3.
PLATYPUS

Sea Breeze and Local Winds by John E.
Simpson. Published by Cambridge University
Press at £29.95.

My logbook entry for June 13, 1971 (Sport/Club
Class Nationals at Husbands Bosworth) reads:
Triangle, Oundle, Olney. Landed at Oundle:
40km after 100km detours because of clag.
Sixteen others landed there as well, ali of us
foxed by an extraordinary "Pseudo sea breeze
front" which turned photographing Oundte
church into a low level bombing raid. This partic-
ular front is immortalised in John Simpson's new
book, along with hundreds of others from around
the wold.

John is the Cambridge Club's first Silver
badge (1937) and in the 1960s he was busy in-
vestigating sea breezes at Lasham. Since 1974
he has been back at Cambridge and, active as
ever, has now written what will become the stan-
dard monograph on sea breeze fronts and re-
tated phenomena.

This is primarily a scientist's book, but of a
highly readable variety, with plenty of diagrams
and photographs. Serious weather-conscious
pilots should study it; the rest of us can simply
enjoy a good read.

THE ARM-CHAIR PILOT

Know the Game - Gliding, a new edition writ-
ten by Ann Welch and published by A&C Black
in collaboration with the BGA. Price £4.29 in-
cluding p&p from the BGA.

The Know the Game series is designed to in-
troduce newcomers to the basics of a sport - to
give an overview, how to find out about it and
take it up, and what is involved, particularly in
the early stages of training. Despite its low cost,
itis attractively presented and lavishly illustrated
with good quality photographs. The result is to
show gliding at its most scenic and beautiful,
which should catch the eye of anyone looking
for a sport with aesthetic appeal.

The book starts as any modern introduction
to gliding - or should we say soaring? - should,
with an outline of the latest achievements and
an emphasis on cross-country soaring. It goes
on to describe how to find out about gliding clubs,
what to expect in the early lessons and a run
through the pre-solo syllabus. A remarkable
amount of information is contained in this sec-
tion with many points illustrated by simple line
drawings and diagrams. A matter of fact, rather
than appetite-whetting, description of the post
solo possibilities follows, with explanations of
the badges system, cross-country flying and
types of soaring.

The clear, no nonsense text is unfortunately
let down by some poor layout: many of the dia-

grams are positioned on a different page to the
point which they illustrate. a significant weak-
ness in a book intended to be simple and easily
assimilated. Sloppy editing is also revealed in
some confusion of section headings and rather
muddled planning of the text. As one example. it
is confusing to find radio, cloud flying, aerobat-
ics and waterballast all bundled into
“Navigation", and interrupting a description of
field landings and cross-country planning.

it is disappointing in a semi-official BGA book
to find an out of date description of circuit plan-
ning, although no doubt the lead time for pro-
duction is the cause of this. Given the wide
experience of the writer, it is also surprising to
find the description of club management and op-
erations biased towards larger and more profes-
sional clubs: this could raise false expectations
for the beginner approaching a much smaltler
club.

Despite these weakneses, the overall presen-
tation is attractive and informative and the style
is readable, easy to understand and reassuring
for the complete novice. For the price of a winch
launch it would be a good present for anyone
thinking of trying gliding.

DIANA KING

The Marshall Story: A Century of Wheels and
Wings by Sir Arthur Marshall. Published by
Patrick Stephens Ltd at £19.99.

Everyone connected with aviation will find this
autobiographical account of the origins and
growth of the Marshall Company of Cambridge
fascinating, but it i3 particularly recommended
to all those past members of the Cambridge
University GC who trained and soared at
Marshall's Airport in the years the club was sta-
tioned there. Without the generosity and encour-
agement of Arthur Marshall the club might well
have foundered, and the post-war British gliding
scene made immeasurably poorer.

THE ARM-CHAIR PILOT

25 Walks: Deeside by Robert Smith, Published
by HMSO at £6.95.

Even on a good year during those club expedi-
tions to Aboyne there may be the occasional
easterly wind when the most single-minded
glider pilot might consider going somewhere
other than the Deeside GC clubhouse. After a
couple of days with no wave, some might even
consider physical exercise. It was with this in
mind that | sent off for this book and two of us
tried it out this September.

We set off, following the indicated tracks, not-
ing the ease with which the correct path could
be identified from the concise but easy-to-read
text. And then we got lost. We couldn't work it
out and had to return to base,

Later, on a beautiful, windless day, we tried
again. We took the lat and long of key points on
the route from an OS map and entered them into
the Garmin 100. This allowed us to find a cru-
cial, tiny, uphill path along a fence. Cracked it.
The view from the top was spectacular with not
a breath of wind, reassuring us that we weren't
missing wave.

ANNE STOTTER
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ALAN HARRIS

ORLICAN -

the other Czech glider factory

hen most people in western Europe
think of Czech glider manufacture it is the Blanik
and the LET works at Kunovice which spring to
mind first. There is, however, another Czech fac-
tory with a long tradition of glider and light aero-
plane manufacture - Orlican, situated in the
village of Sopotnice, some 60 miles north-east
of Prague.

Some power pilots may remember the
Sokol/Metasokol range of light aircraft, though
few glider pilots will know the Orlik and VSO 10
single-seater gliders. | have never seen one of
these in the west though they have been the
mainstay of Czech and Slovak clubs for many
years. The latter is an Astir look-alike made of
metal and GRP. It still does well against first gen-
eration GRP machines as the 1994 European
Club Class Championships proved.

The VSO 10 proved to be a complex machine
to manufacture, however, and production came
to an early end. Orlican looked to the west for a
new glider to build. Negotiations with a number
of German manufacturers eventually led to an
agreement being signed with Schempp-Hirth to
manufacture the Discus under licence at
Sopotnice. The contract was signed on
November 16, 1989, one day before the revolu-
tion!

Originally, the plan was to manufacture 50 for
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Czechoslovakia and other eastern block coun-
tries, but right from the beginning Schempp-Hirth
were so impressed by the quality of the work that
some of the early models were sold to the west,
In fact, the first Czech Discus went to the late
Helmut Reichmann in July 1990. About 180 have
now been produced at the Orlican works as well
as about 50 sets of Janus wings, though the last
pair of these were out of the mould when | vis-
ited the factory in August.

The works itself - it used to be a textile
factory - is spacious and spotless and
most of the machinery used in glider produc-
tion has come from Germany. Anyone visiting it
will leave with all confidence in its products.

Pavel Tomana, the sales manager who has
designed a number of gliders and is an experi-
enced cross-country pilot and instructor, hopes
that the factory will be making parts of the new
Ventus 2 and the Duo Discus, as well as contin-
uing to build the Discus CS. Klaus Holighaus'
family, who have taken over the management of
Schempp-Hirth after his recent, tragic death,
plan to extend the operation, as indeed they in-
tend to continue the other manufacturing tradi-
tions established by Kiaus.

Orlican also produce an aluminium, lift-top
glider trailer of very good quality and are devel-
oping their own wooden microlight.

MOTOR
GLIDER
TUGS

One score and seven years ago | remember
a wise old bird named Jack Kane holding forth
over a beer in the Zell am See bar about the fu-
ture of glider towing. Jack was a visiting profes-
sor of physics at Munich University and much
inclined to plan the future. He was also a three
Diamond glider pilot (there weren't so many
around in those days) and held all sorts of exotic
power licences.

Jack's theory was that tugs were inefficient
and needed to be replaced by glider-type air-
frames with an engine on the front. To make the
operation of these tugs even more worthwhile
he envisaged them as two-seaters. After releas-
ing the glider the tug piloVinstructor would teach
a student to fly on the way down.

It has taken a long time and students are not
yet taken along, but the use of motor gliders as
tugs is beginning to be a relatity.

In Austria the Dimona motor glider has already
been cleared to tow single-seaters. The Dimona
tug uses the 80hp Rotax engine which is also fit-
ted to the standard version. The water-cooled
cylinder heads make engine management less
critical and tow times are comparable to those
achieved by conventional tugs. Even on an air-
field about 1800ft ams| on a warm summer day
the combinations were well off the ground in less
than 500 yards.

In France, Roger Krieger of the lorAvia com-
pany has been conducting trials with a modified
"B" Falke equipped wth a 90hp -Limbach engine
and variable pitch propeller. Using a 180hp
Morane for comparison he has made a number
of tows in all sorts of weather and with both sin-
ngle and two-seaters. Again the times achieved
were the same for both tugs.

Fuel consumption for a single-seater was 1.6
litres of four star. For two-seaters it was a litre
more. The Morane used 6 litres of Avgas to do
the same job. Another ecological bonus is the
fact that motor gliders are quieter than most tugs
now used.

Why do the motor gliders work so well? Better
aerodynamics, of course. Some of the numbers
involved are interesting. At normal towing
speeds the Morane has about 165hp available
at the prop. Half of this is needed just to main-
tain level flight, and a further 2Shp to ctimb at
3kt. This leaves 50hp for the glider. The modi-
fied Falke has about 85hp available but needs
only 20hp for level flight and a further 20hp for a
3kt climb. This stilt leaves 45hp for the glider.

The only disadvantage is slow initial acceler-
ation, particularly on a grass surface, so while a
motor glider tug might not be a great success at
Talgarth, this development could well be of in-
terest to clubs operating from large fields or from
hardened runways.

Adapted from Aerokurier and other sources
by Alan Harris.

SAILPLANE & GLIDING
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BGA & GENERAL NEWS

107 Tiis @reb: - Bubstantial 27.7.94 Hagdenham 20 None 1
1758
The pilet retuinad o gliding after coloing Wide yar aairlier dnd flew glad e ck fiahits peor o being sent solo aadln. Me et ine alight
Crouswing biow hup downwind of the appeoach, O e crocswing B Biagbnal Hnal approach be Concenttated oo avoling drft ang
failed toiflare. The dader impacted nose down galising substantial damane.

108 Clymipia 20 1708 Mimor 16.7.84 Werminglord o0 MNone 20
Atthe 10p of the wineh Jaunch the cable beoke and thie pilot pribably knbcked the airbrake fevar operr whet releasing (he cable. He
fhilet o rotice the ooen bidkes and c00n Tound Re could not piske & ool back fo o nonial lanaiel Me danded 0 Slanding oo on
1he edge of the rutiway causing minor damage 1o the glider.

he D77 lre ZE31 wio 22.7.94 France Lo Blahe 40 Seraus 33
1415
Flying a1 @ French anfisld the pilol soared for 20min before dediding to return but although: e didnt think he wouts each the aiteld te
had o continue s thare were no Tanding felde. The oiidors left wing Bit g arnall ree on the Ullield boundary cassing the glider 1o
canwneel into the ground, a&nnus! injuring the nilot:

110 Kald 2408 Substariial 13.7.94 Parbam B8 Nane 1025
1100 Pe73  Benous 0
Thie stugent flew a rathier 'ow citcuit ana parially opened 1he brakiss &5 e furned on 1o base leq. Encouritering some sink P1 look over
ws hey were aeiting too Jow, e ditl 0ol realise hal thie brakes were st held patially apen ana the olider's wWingtip hil the top ot a lree
and fell sideways into the graund.
11 Cltabria Ty Nofe” S8:Gd Iridident ﬂepm 68 Mot i
1645
The Coabria tug was on final spprosch trailing a tow rope which caught arouna the propetier of & Cessna 150 which was about o land.
THe angine slappid gnd e Ceccaa landed heavily It wae sullad forsome distance Defore e 1ope broke and the g plat mtitated a
g arolnd.

11a Venis 8 Minor S804 Mrlasham 45 wone 320

The' plictset olt on & BOORA afosssauntry bt sadpflodni he bad-la ke & leld landing. The first teld Be choze proved unsuilable so
he'selected aneth hichh amﬁéd in with the whesl sl retracted.

13 Siitibeledos 19 Minar 6894 Lamphil 4z Whihor 168
1686
After lowering e gear, the pilot opened the wirbrakiss nnd e warning buzzer sounded. e checkoo the gear lover ana it appeared lo
have been luulud by e seat adiusiment hdndle. He degiaed that fiewauld Ty and Hold the dear lackid. leave the brikes out dnd
land He taded 1o roundout and landed heavily The goar was U thisughout the rtd bt
ie eon 3308 Wi 884 Nr Shabdon 47 Nane 19
1400
Thie piliot hdd 1d ridkie 2 field tanding and chose d grass field. As e lew arodnd the field te saw a line allionger drass adtosd itso
planned o land aver this. On fndls he caw sime Diue tence DOBIS 801658 e Binding rnt dnd lurned sharply which cdught & winglioon
hé graund e cartenisate the glider i

115 Grd Libels 2073780 Mitior: . 21.7.94 Laisham 48 Nane 43
0820
Alter s mornal circuil and approach the pllot shightly cloged tie birakes for & "spot landing” and misjudaed the flave. The gliner bar
laorediand landed heavily cracking the rearfuselage:

16 Robin DR400 T S804 Indident Hepart a Hone o
1450
The tig pilol seeng the landing area ohalrypted, decided o goiarGund and in doing o fiew fo one side of the furivay rathor than iy
g At dhead He did not see o anoioarbing dlider whioh wab in s blind spel and the rooe Wit the glider careny, nung P1L
fage The plotwas sble e make o sl landion.

1 Discus B 2408 wo U894 N Hereford &2 Fat 400
1500
Thisfatat accident aocurad dlring a cross-county fliald. The barogranh trace showed that the alider had slowly gescended for dotmg
Here bielore craching The alder may Have soue Bl sppearently crashod i a vertical dlve, possibly durnd shin recovery.

118 Lis-et: ansh Miner 13804 NrChesterfield B3 Minor a1é
1800
Dumg final approach o a cul carm:field the pllovencouniered severs dink 5o Clased i airbrakies but did nolreiute lap: Déspite 1h8
{hiare was not efiodgh hielghtito make e intended field a0 a langing was ditéimgied in the Undershaot g, THiS Hetd wirs 160 $hoird and
the glider iaeninlo e slone wall
118 HESE MEGESWY Bubslanial 18894 Camphil 54 Nane 616
1815 P2ag.  None 385
The motar olider s wingline were unloided Jocked down atid the fairings fitted before a ‘D1oAS ke ol speed was reached the right
winatip lited fo the verlical aad fhe pilpt gt the (hrotle. The dirdrall swung dround snd tpped toowvard; breaking e propelier and ool
fapsingithe undercartiane.

120 Falke Motot gider.  Minar Bo4 Incident Report Q Mane 0
11380
During siens wings (he moltor giider was porken withou!l the braked annlice aod no whoel chiochs. The alrdral was Blawn inte &
hangar slanchion which dimaged the wing adisa edie.

1 21 Bovan 1t 1474 Substantial 208 84 The Paik None 00
Piad None ¢
An the witoh launch starled the wingtio holoer's wedding ring became cavant moa simalf gep an the corner of a meta) sk fipla!e The
alitter was swlng arouna sideways befare 1 dould rolease and the plate telachied. The alicer fanded sideways substantially damag.
Ing he rear fuselage on the rinway etge Amnaringly, wm’gttn Folers novrs were it

o
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Bidford Gliding Centre

Bidtord Airficld, Bidford oo avon
Yarwickshise B350 4PD
Tl 0789 712006
£

® GLIDING COLRSES @ TRIAL LESSONS
NEW MEMBERS AND PRIVAIE OWNERS
WELCOME '@ LICENSED BG4 WORKSHOR
FORC OF A's BEPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE
@ LICENSED PEA ENGINEERS

ATTENTION
ALL GLIDER
OWNERS
AND CLUBS

COMPREHENSIVE
INSURANCE PACKAGE
INCLUDES:

+ 151 CLASS SECURITY
+ COMPETITIVE RATES

+ INCREASING NO CLAIMS
BONUS SCHEME

4+ ALL UK BASED
COMPETITION
FLYING

4+ BGA
INSTRUCTORS
AS PILOTS

For further information ora
géintalion plaase contict)

Debbie Doyle, Steve Edmead,
Simeon Bowman or

lan Blakey,

T.L. Ciowesand Go. Li,

4ih Flaor 52 Lime Streel
London EC3M /B2

Tel 071220 7818

Fax 071220 7079

























STORCOMM
TWO-WAY RADIO

Our NEW instrument panel mounting air set,
model TR 9005 is now in production. Main
features:

* Covers entire band 118-136 MHz.
* Accepts up to 8 channeis.

* Offers cost saving narrow band receiver ver-
sion.

* Full power transmitter accepts both hand
and boom microphones.

* Sensitive and selective receiver with crystal
filter.

Economic service for all our previous models

plus most other air and ground radios.

Pye “Westminster" 6-channel ground sets avail-

able. fitted 130.1 and 130.4 Mhz.

Detailed information, prices and technical spec-
ifications from

GEORGE STOREY  Tel. 0932 784422
H.T. Communications, P.0, Box 4,
SUNBURY ON THAMES, Middlesex, TW16 7TA

If it's going to be

AUSTRALIA

The most comprehensive
Daily weather and task briefing. Soaring & competition
training courses. 14-giider fleet — Junior to Nimbus 2C.
Day, week. month hire rates. High perormance training
available in Janus.

The most canvenient on the ground:
On-site budget accommodation. Easy walk to four motels.
Pleasant country town, all activities. Mountain, river
scenery one hour by car. Metboume twa hours train. car.

It's got to be

BENALLA

Write or phone John Williamson for details:
PO Box 46, BENALLA, VIC. 3672, Australia.
Tel: (0) 57 621058. Fax: (0) 57 625599
For discount travel and detaiis of alternative Aussie
Holidays quote ‘Benalla Gliding' to:

TRAVELBAG, 12 High Street, ALTON,
Hants GU34 8BN. Tel: 0420 88724

Me7

Try the Me7 yourself, the
demonstrator model will be
based at the Long Mynd
from October. ,

Currently £17,000 + VAT,
inc. trailer.

For further details contact:

Kenilworth
International Ltd
7 The Willows
Bangor, Co. Down
Tel/Fax 0247 453783
Mobile 0860 168839

DERBYSHIRE &

Welcomes you to the
spectacular Peak District

* Open 5 days a week
. * Fly our aircraft or bring
° R'“QA your own
* Wave  \ . yisitors most welcome
* Thermal » Summer Holiday
courses

V1

VON

* On-site
accommodation,
full catering and licensed
bar

* Locat attractions
for all your family

)
=
=)
m
S

For further information please
contact our

Club Manager, John McKenzie.
Tel: 0298 871270

KENT GLIDING CLUB

>=-  Challock,
||5 /‘/\ Ashford,

Kent
TN25 4DR

Come to Kent for courses to suit
all grades of pilots from beginners
to cross country. Situated on North
Downs thermal and ridge site.
Meals and accommodation in
comfortable fully licensed
Clubhouse.

For details, write or phone:
01233 740274 or 740307
Fax 01233 740811 E @

Situated above the
beautiful Vale of
Clwyd, NW.G.C.
is a small friendly
club offering expert
tition in our new
Super Blanic or
Bergfaulke. Fly our
K8 or Skylark 4, or
bring your own
glider for a holiday
to remember.

NORTH
WALES G.C

5 Day

Holiday
Courses

0745 582286 WM

Book now
for TunelJulylAugust

MOTOR GLIDER MAINTENANCE
AND Cof A

GLIDER MAINTENANCE
AND Cof A

Fly or drive into Hinton in the
Hedges Airfield for C of A’s,
maintenance, glider and trailer
refurbishment and repairs

“GET YOU HOME SERVICE”

Contact
JOHN GIDDINS
HINTON AVIATION SERVICE

Hinton in the Hedges Airfield
Brackley, Northants

01295 812775 » Mobile 0836 787421
Answerphone 0865 351663

COME AND BE PART OF
THE MOST PROGRESSIVE
CLUB IN THE COUNTRY!

7 day operation

Excellent thermal soaring

Ridge facing NW winds

New clubhouse and facilities
£125/vear membership

9 two-seaters (K7, K13, Twin Astir)
9 single-seaters (K8, SF27, Astir) (5 x
K8, SF27, LS4, etc.)

Approx 1 hour from London or
Birmingham via M40

® 3 motor gliders and 3 tugs (syndicate
shares available for hours - builders)

SHENINGTON GLIDING CLUB
Banbury, Oxon

Call 0295 688121 (clubbouse)
or Colin 0295 251716 (home)

Martin Carolan

HIGH QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP AT AN
AFFORDABLE PRICE

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES TO
COVER ALL JOBS BIG OR SMALL

Passage Farm, Arlingham, Glos. GL2 7JR
Telephone:
Home 01453 544107
Mobile 0860 542028
Workshop phone or fax 01452 741463
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