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PENGUIN

Don't let’s play these
Games

hat absurd and grossly over-large galli-
maufry of rampant nationalism, palm-greasing
sleaze and genuine sweaty endeavour,
Corinthian sportsmanship and lowdown cheat-
ing, hype, commercialism, embrocation, jock
straps and dope laughingly called the Olympic
Games is in full chaotic swing in the charmless
city of Atlanta, GA, as | write.

I've just been arrested by a headline in today's
top people's tabloid. "Gliders hover over Olympic
heights" reads The Times.

The story is illustrated with a picture of two
Rogallos and, indeed, hang gliding proves to be
mentioned below, being listed with ballroom
dancing, lawn bowls, tae kwon do, snooker and
pool as other activities either seeking recogni-
tion or being spoken of as potential Olympic
sports.

Hang gliding enters the frame, apparently, be-
cause just outside the next venue for this quad-
rennial madness, Sydney, are some "terrifically
tall cliffs which wouid be well suited to hang glid-
ing". Which is probably a better reason than that
advanced by the glib persuader who oftered six
disembodied arms beckoning, or 12 inverted
legs making scissor movements, above the sur-
face of a pool and got synchronised swimming
in, one or two Olympiads ago.

The host nation's media, its swimmers and
their coach are all being more than po-faced and
monstrously ungracious in the face of the stun-
ning success of Ireland's Micheile Smith - three
gold medals so far and perhaps a fourth tonight.
Obviously they can't grasp the fact that Paddies
might swim - and swim fast.

IBM is earning international press ridicule
from the failure of its $50m computerised resuits
system to work. The never-quite-justified US
reputation for efficiency has been blown away
by Atlanta's failure even to half-match the organ-

October/November 1996

isational standards achieved by the then still
Soviet Moscow in 1980, let alone Barcelona four
years ago.

So, please, please, please, let us hear noth-
ing from now until the end of time about real glid-
‘ng (there's real tennis, so why not real gliding?)
seeking inciusion amid Olympic sports.

The fact that our sport was to be included in
1940 but those Games never took place must
be put down as one of the few really happy acci-
dents of the Second World War.

Even as | bang this out | suspect | may have
said much the same thing in a letter to S&Gyears
ago. If so, the message bears repeating.

If its own biennial World Championships are
considered insufficient and soaring wants to
show itself in a wider, multi-sports, setting then
let's all back the World Air Games proposal, to
be tested in Turkey next year. They'll be more
than big enough.

The above was written less than 12hrs before
the bombing in Atlanta’'s Centennial Park. Lest
readers may feel it is in bad taste, given that
tragedy, and that it should have been dropped |
advance my defence: as a reporter who has cov-
ered counltless such outrages in Northern
Ireland for some 25 years I fervently believe that
mindless terrorism should never be allowed to
impede, or to shape, legitimate and heartfelt
comment.

Entrepreneurial flair is
stifled on the quay

One warm, sunny, mid-summer evening Hen
Penguin and |, with a small grandchild in tow,
drove to Portaferry, a neighbouring and pic-
turesque village where spring tides surge
through the Strangford Narrows at a breath-tak-
ing 14kt. We went to witness a sailpast of vari-
ous antique boats. They included several
Galway hookers, gaff-rigged sailing craft com-
mon in treland's fishing fleets nearly a century
ago.

Being enthusiastic bird watchers we were op-
tically well equipped, all three of us with binocu-
lars while | also carried my tripod-mounted Nikon
Fieldscope. Once on the waterfront there, with
several thousand other spectators around, i re-
membered the coin-operated pierhead and
promenade telescopes of my childhood holidays
in Hastings and other now similarly démodé sea-
side resorts.

With my oldest grandchild now well advanced
in her pre-solo training and indulgent Grandad
picking up the tab, my gliding outgoings have
soared much more than my Jantar in recent
months. Few of the launches appearing on my
club account have actually been mine.

Some other spectators were eyeing my ‘scope
enviously as we scanned the fleet.

So 1 quickly whipped out a small declaration
board from the car boot and scrawled on the re-
verse side "Support the Rachel Launching
Fund", adding a chalked ketch sketch below.
"50p to view the aged hookers".

I was rather aggrieved when Hen Penguin -
whose conscience has always been markedly
more tender than mine - wouldn't let me put it
up.

Faceless

"Usual drawing" was the Ed's instruction to the
printer inadvertently leftin beneath the title head-
ing of the last "Way Off Track" (p217) while the
drawing itself was omitted.

The joy of my club colleagues when they see
this and meet me at the club tomorrow will be
openly expressed. There's not one of them who
doesn't regard Pete Fuller's Penguin sketch as
absurdly flattering. conferring a comeliness that
in truth | don't possess.

Let's Learn
From This

Another of the true accounts
written by members of the team of
accident investigators

he aircraft was being used for pre-solo train-
ing at the club home site. At about 200ft, power
on the winch was shut off by the driver. After a
noticeabie delay the glider adopted a nose down
attitude and the airbrakes were then deployed.
The aircraft failed to accelerate to the speed at
which the rate of descent could be arrested in
the flare. The subsequent very heavy landing
damaged the fuselage steel tubes and caused
minor back pain to the pilots.

Cause

The launch was stopped by the winch driver
because he heard the noise of the cable cutting
into the drum's paying on gear. A slight over run
on tow out had caused the cable to become mis-
routed. | don't consider this contributed to the
cause of the accident since the launch must be
flown in such a way as to be recoverable at all
times.

The failure of the aircraft to accelerate in the
nose down attitude was attributed to the student
deploying the brakes after the instructor had
taken control, when the pupil initially failed
to select an appropriate attitude after the launch
failed. Unfortunately the instructor didn't take
control in the formal way but merely took over
the flying. This confusion led to the student at-
tempting to help the instructor by extending the
airbrakes in the approach attitude, but before
the airspeed had increased to the approach
speed. Thus at the flare there was insufficient
energy to arrest the descent.

Safety comment

1. Please remember that winch drivers should
DI the winch and winch cables every day.

2. From the first day of training insist that stu-
dents take and give control of the aircraftin a
formal way to avoid confusion.

3. Every launch discuss the options available to
you before you accept the cable. CB SIFT CB E.
4. Instructors should guard controls that will
cause a problem if operated inappropriately at a
critical time.
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WINGMAN

LANDING
OouT

A field in Bedfordshire

y hands were sweating and my mind
racing - | knew it was time to make the decision,
I was already low enough so | lowered the wheel.
The field lay alongside and | checked for wires
and cables, obstructions on the approach. poles
in the field itself, animals and access. All looked
OK. The sun, burning from a cloudless sky,
watched me turn on to a threepenny-bit base. |
made my checks, set the flaps and the speed,
trimmed and looked out, re-checked the wheel
and looked out again.

| waited, my hand gripping the brake lever,
carefully judging the timing until the angles fell
into piace to turn finals. | monitored the speed,
made a final check for wires.. still OK. Half-brake
looked good and with only seconds to go until
touch-down, thoughts came unbidden...

Perhaps if I'd persisted with that last thermal -
only half a knot but it was scrappy, anly getting
lift halfway round and losing out overall. The ex-
perience of the previous hour had made it obvi-
ous that the day was dying - thermals getting
weaker, inversion dropping sharply, wind in-
creasing (sea breeze already?).

I had glanced outside the canopy to see the
world moving very fast. At least the field looked
good from where | was, freshly cut, no animals,
near a village - | had idly wondered which one it
was. | needed to concentrate, concentrate, there
was no place to take chances, too low for high
adventure - | had to keep the speed up. keep it
going but at last | had resigned and given up the
struggle.

The downwind hedge approached and | found
that there was hardly any wind at all down there.
| bled off the speed gently, not wanting to float
too far. Safely over the hedge, | pulled full brake
and flared. The tail touched and then the main,
the noise and vibration of the roll cluttering the
cockpit. | kept the wings level, selected full neg-
ative flap and stamped on the pedals to kick in
the wheelbrake.

The ground felt smooth, it felt good. | came to
a stop, eased off the brakes and the world
stopped moving. The left wing settled and | fell
back into my seat, sweat trickling down my face.
| closed my eyes and felt the relief of another
successful field landing. Moments passed and
the sound of my heartbeat mutated into the
whine of a dying vario. | switched it off, undid my
straps and climbed out into the warm, afternoon
breeze.

Perhaps | had been trying too hard. | wouldn't
have needed the last scrappy thermal if I'd
stayed high and | wouldn't have got low if I'd
used the weaker stuff. Well, maybe. There had
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been clouds. but they'd disappeared an hour be-
fore. along with the Radio 130.4 talkshow. |
should have noticed the conditions change,
should have allowed for it.

After spending so long in the same area there
had been little point in carrying on and | ought to
have turned back then - there would have been
no shame in that. But | had known that the plea-
sure of getting round would have far outweighed
the convenience of landing back from a failed
task.

| studied my quarter-mill to avoid the embar-
rassment of having to ask where | was. | thought
I'd found it - | had known the village, had been to
the local pub, they did a good duck...my thoughts
wandered once more. | picked up some cash, a
‘phone card, a list of numbers and set off for the
farm noticing that the postage stamp of a field |
had identified from the air had yet again miracu-
lously transformed itself into an area the size of
Heathrow by the time I'd touched down.

In the distance | saw white specks circling in
the deep blue sky but | was past the envy and
frustration of a grounded pilot seeing others
soaring and just put it down to luck, just one of
those days.

It ended with a gentle
reminder that | have much,
much more to learn

| then set off along the access track, heading
for the farmhouse, checking on the way for its
suitability for trailers. | was not impressed, the
track was very rough, littered by small piles of
stones and bricks - problems, problems... I'd
have to ask if there was another way in. | ex-
plained my situation to the farmer.

He was friendly and | was greatly relieved. He
offered me the 'phone and | passed my mes-
sage. He refused payment and drove me back
to the glider, showing me the easy way into the

Weather not good enough to fly again?

TRY MOTORGLIDING

YOU'LL GET
More flying days * More time in the air
WE OFFER
* Intensive courses or by the hour
for self-lannching motor glider PPL, group A PPL
ar Bronze & Sifver conrersions
* SLMG Instructor Courses
* Bronze C Navigation Courses
* Field Landing Training
* £50.00 ph dual £40.00 solo

THE
MOTOR GLIDER
CENTRE

Hinton-in-the-Hedges Airfield
Tel: Banbury 01295 812775

or 018635 3TOR 14

field. After a brief chat he left, allowing me time
to reflect on the day.

Perhaps | shouldn't have rigged at all. Hot,
humid highs had never been my favourite soar-
ing conditions. At briefing they had set only mod-
est tasks and I'd considered doing something
else. But after I'd helped to rig some gliders |
couldn't resist rigging mine. And as it had been
rigged, well, it had to be flown...

| removed the tape from the wings and dis-
connected the controls. | spent 20 minutes re-
moving bugs from leading edges, cleaning as
much as | could before the trailer arrived. |
stowed the parachute in its container and dis-
connected the batteries.

The sun's heat blazed down, the air now still
and filled with the sound of humming insects.
Japanese technology allowed me to listen to
music and | took a walk by the canal with The
Lark Ascending in my ears. | laid back in the
warmth, feeling and smelling the grass and the
flowers as if for the first time. Then felt truly alive
and | closed my eyes.

Perhaps this had been the wrong sport for
me. But how could | have told without trying?
And having tried, | had found myself unable to
stop, chased along by the excitement, the un-
certainty, the challenge, the beauty, the glory of
flying. The frustrations were simply not sufficient
to deter me from taking another launch when
the weather allowed and | had known | wasn't
alone in this passion.

My trailer arrived as the sun set and was shep-
herded safely into the field. We derigged and as
we left the field we checked that nothing had
been left behind. "You must feel pretty sick", my
crew ventured, "having landed out. Doesn't hap-
pen often to you, does it?" | considered this as |
bought them a pint and a bite at the locai pub
(we ate duck).

We drove into the night and | concluded that
gliding brings its riches in many ways; some-
times in the form of a badge, sometimes in know-
ing that one has beaten the odds but in all cases
involving some form of personal triumph. After
all. my own flight that day had been merely an
exploration just beyond the boundaries of my
own experience, with no records (or gliders) bro-
ken, no badges gained, no speed or distance of
any consequence achieved and it had ended
with a gentle reminder that | have much, much
more to learn.

And so it was that | found myself once more
in the company of my friends, discussing our
common passion and making plans for next time,
feeling ultimately satisfied with my day. We left
the trailer at the club and | set off for my bed, re-
flecting that just as there are many journeys we
can make, so are there many ways of coming
home.

KONRAD LEWALD
Grob's sales manager Konrad Lewald was killed
in a flying accident on July 20 at Schwab-
munchen Airfield, Germany, at the end of an air
show. A keen glider and power pilot, Lewald was
flying the Grob G 115T advanced trainer with
Ismail Al Mulla (who also died in the crash). The
aircraft failed to recover from a stall.

Konrad, aged 47, had been Grob's sales man-
ager since 1976.
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BOB BICKERS

BOB BICKERING, or
The Manager Managing

Bob Bickers, the British team manager, comments on the
European Championships and Lavender Glide, both reported

on the next two pages

t was a real pleasure to be involved in the
European Championships at Rayskéla. The at-
mosphere was such that all pilots had to worry
about was their performance during the tasks,
knowing that Tapio Savolainen, the director, was
intent on making it a flying competition and not
an administrators' benefit.

This was not the situation we found a week
later on arrival at St Auban.

The airfield at St Auban is on a ledge above
the Durance valley some 20km south of Sisteron
where the Route Napoleon splits off east to-
wards Digne. It is a lovely flat grass airfield but
the north-west boundary is the village of St
Auban and half of the eastern boundary is a large
and active chemical factory. Both are no-go
areas which caused problems launching the grid
and limiting the finish line approach areas. More
of this later.

Facilities were good, as you would expect
from a national centre for teaching mountain glid-
ing and instructing instructors. There were two
main organisations - Centre National de
Formation Aéronautique (CNFA) and the Centre
de Formation et de Haut Niveau (CFHN) - who
were both involved with running the pre-Worlds,
also known as Lavender Glide. (The lavender
was in full bloom providing wonderful colour and
smell in the countryside.)

What was difficult for us as competitors, and
for me as the manager, was that after a practice
week the organisation had not begun to get its
act together. Volunteers from clubs all over
France were present and the personnel num-
bered some 230 (110 pilots competing!!).
Melding them into a team was a major feat of
leadership on its own.

This, coupled with CNFA, CFHN and the
FFVV (French BGA) meant that there were three
major factions apparently all with differing ideas
and motives. The Gallic shrug conveys so much
or so little. They had only flown one practice task
and that had not been scored.

Scoring was a major problems in itself - it took
five days before they were able to produce any
meaningful scores. A serious attempt had been
made to integrate the logging and the scoring to
produce "instantaneous results". Sadly that
never worked. On one day the British team
scored the whole day's task with the aid of Andy
Lincoln and 10min after the last glider had
crossed the line we were able to post the results
outside the Comp office. It was 18hrs before the
organisation could publish theirs.

The Met service was excellent in its IT dis-
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play, but sadly the whole set up seemed to be
computer based and did not relate to the weather
we were experiencing.

Going back to the airfield, we found that be-
cause "it had always been done that way" we
were gridded halfway up the field and were in-
evitably launched downwind. The Open Class -
full of water - were lucky not to have had an ac-
cident. The scoring continued to take days.

Eating in France is always a delight and the
arrangements for St Auban were that a hangar
had been taken over by a local restaurant and
was providing 18 hour catering. The meals were
reasonable but drinks and snacks were almost
outrageously expensive and many countries
were finding it much much cheaper to eat and
shop for snacks off the site.

Jacky “Kiki" Clairbaux, the director, had his
hands full. He is a charismatic, lovely man with
a tremendous sense of humour and enormous
gliding knowledge and experience. Typical prob-

lems were as follows:- ten or 11 pilots missed
the startline on one of the task days. The line
was 1.5km long. They were awarded a 25pts
penalty. Some of them had missed the startline
by as much as 3km! After initial rumblings it was
decided in scoring that there was a photo sector
behind the startline which most of these errant
pilots had probably flown through! It took a lot of
pressure from the team managers as a group to
come up with a more equitable penalty. Two of
our pilots had also missed the startline first time
and lost 10min going round again to ensure they
started correctly.

On another day the wave was collapsing
whilst the grids were being launched. Chris
Garton, who was 2nd overall at the time, was on
the last line of the grid along with Alister Kay and
some six other pilots. They couldn't contact the
wave and therefore were unable to sensibly at-
tempt the task. They tried for hours but just could
not get away. Six hundred points is a lot to lose
when you haven't had a chance to compete for
them. Second to 20th overnight!

From our point of view the team flying was re-
ally coming together and being re-enforced in
the 15 Metre and Standard Classes and Pete
Harvey gained a great deal of valuable experi-
ence in the Open Class. Our results speak for
themselves.

| am absolutely positive that we can give the
French a good run for their money next year.
What we need is for the organisation to take heed
of all the constructive comments made at the
three team managers' meetings and to heal scme
of the rifts in their own organisation. "Kiki* can
make it the wonderful competition they so des-
perately wish to have, but they - CNFA, CFHN
and FFVV - must get united behind him.

Rolex Club Class Championships

Nympstield, June 22-30

This was the first Club Class Championships, run concurrently with the Western Regionals, both
competitions being directed by Les Bradley. It was limited to gliders with a speed index of 103 or less
and was won by Mike Jordy, flying a K-23, with 323 1pts after four contest days.

The weather was indifferent - a mixture of anticyclonic conditions with spread out, which killed the
lift, and rain and overcast skies. The longest task, a 243.6km, Didcot. Lasham, Didcot, was on Day 1,

FINAL RESU LTS Day 1.22.6 Day 2.23.6 Day 3.24.6
Club Class Championships 243.6km m 178.8km A 229.2km W Day 4.276
Didcot, Lasham, Edgehill, Didcot, Banbury. 137 5w OR
Didcot B i 9

Pos Pilot Glider ?g?:';’ Pos Pts ?gie:';l Pos Pts ?Dpf:;; Pos Pts S(Dp'eselc)i Pos Pts PI: 1:131‘5
1 | Jordy, M. J. K-23 (233.2) 1 600 | 642 9 699 632 2 95| 634 2 967 | 3231

2 | Emson,C.R. Std Cirrus (138.3) 9 229 | 882 1 1000 756 11000 @45 3 917 3146

3 | Jelden, A, Libeile \2068) 2 468 | 744 4 802 715 3 9a7| 468 8 B03|[ 3010

4 | Brook, M.F. SHK-1 1186.4) 4 393 | 651 12 647 | €85 B Be6 | 08 4 B5B| 764

5 | Housden,S. ASW-198 1121.8) 12- 163 | 806 2 859 706 7 8BO| 538 12 77| 2835

6 | Rice,P.F. Libelle 11615 6 312 671 10 &88 | 704 5 910 567 13 704 ) 2814
7 | witter,R. B. Dart 17 E0E: 7 207 572 15 #0F| 532 10 792 | 586 4 YUB | UBLG

8 | wiliams, J. Libetle 80.1) 17 99| 716 & 758 | 675 860 | 53.1 7 840 | 2557
9 | Hughes, A ASW-198 (2031 3 439 637 16 605| 592 17 689 610 &  B41 | 2554
10 | Mee,M.P. Pegasus (121.8) 14 167 | 732 7 736| 654 11 772) 546 11 732 2407
11 | Popika,J. P, ASW-158 (283} 20 s| 877 11 e87| 7.8 4 930 | 531 10 734 | 2356
12 | Eddie, A. ASW-198 (34.4) 19 15| 622 17 s83| 640 12 756 | 700 v 983 | 2337
13 | Brown, V. Std Cirrus (121.8) 10- 172 | 633 13 624 | 603 15 712 | 570 9 796 | 2304
14 | Evans,|. M. Hornet (121.8) 10~ 172 772 3 82| 707 6 908 [(1128; 9 299 2211
15 | Amold, J. Astir 384 18 6| 682 8 705| 620 13 755 [(121.65 18 335 1811
16 | Rackham, P. ASW-15 11151} 15 160 | €28 14 691 | 591 16 620 |(1228) 1/ 336 | 1797
17 | Langton, M. H. ASW-198 11218y 12 163 | (972) 19 144 | 618 14 76| 449 14 587 | 1616
18 | Head, A. Pegasus (1806} 5 358 | 762 5 780 |{156.0) 20 168 | (94.4) 20 2241 1531
19 | White, A. Sport Vega 11218) 16 128| 479 18 399 | 467 18 474 388 5 16| 1515
20 | Foster,S. Astir (1453) 8 256 | (687) 20 104 [ 454 19 44D [(124.8) 16 4B | 1146










BGA & GENERAL NEWS

FROM THE BGA CHAIRMAN

Any wishful thinking that the summer months
would bring a reduction in the chairman's
arkload have proved to be ill-founded.

The subject of gliders in controlled airspace
has been receiving a great deal of attention in
response both to the recent Yorkshire TV 3D
programme and to certain proposals by the
CAA directorate of airspace policy.

A strong protest has been registered with the
appropriate authorities about misinformation
contained within the TV programme. | was
particularly disappointed that Bill Scull, Carr
Withall, Chris Rollings and | took a whole day to
visit the programme makers in Leeds and
provide them with a thorough and comprehen-
sive briefing - which was largely ignored,
presumably in the interests of sensationalism.

Negotiations with the director of airspace
policy continue, and in the meantime | hope
that all cross-country pilots are aware of the
aystem of voluntary radio calls in connection

vith gliders wishing to access Class D
airspace. (See the last issue, p205.)

Safety is a subject which is constantly in our
minds. This is particularly so in my case as |
receive a telephone call each time thereis a
fatal gliding accident.

Many, indeed the majority, of these tragic
accidents do not just occur as a matter of bad
luck. Most could have been avoided had the
pilot acted differently at the crucial moment -
avoided the stall or spin, maintained a more
efficient look-out, selected the field earlier and
so on.

So | am very pleased that Bill Scull is cur-
rently organising a series of seminars for club
safety officers. The main thrust is to adopt a
pro-active stance on safety and | commend this
approach to all. Let's really concentrate on
bringing about a real improvement in our safety
record.

The experiment at Bicester where we have
been co-operating with the RAFGSA through-
out the 1996 course season has worked
extremely well. By containing costs, providing
free accommodation for delegates and enjoying
the excellent facilities at Bicester the
Instructors’ Committee has received most
encouraging feedback from delegates.
Discussions are taking place to explore the
opportunities for continued co-operation in
1997.

The generous sponsorship by Mobil Qil and
Sportsmatch to assist young people on BGA
courses has been most welcome. (See also
p278.) | would like to take this opportunity to
thank those of you who have taken the trouble
to write and express your gratitude.

To date, the cross-country season has
praduced some mixed weather with some really
good patches. | have just been flying in Lasham
Regionals' B Class. We had seven consecutive
task days, the majority of which were blue.

The last day, Sunday. July 21, | selected a
good grass field near Daventry - then landed in
it. The farmer commented that the field was
known as the "runway". He seemed delighted
by the fact that "55" was the first aircraft to land
"on” it, but this was little consolation to me! |
and my valiant crew (Mrs Chairman) crept into
Lasham's main entrance at 12.20am Monday
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morning, registered with scoring and disap-
peared into the night. After that | welcomed a
few days back at work to recuperate!

Dick Dixon

15 METRE CLASS NATIONALS
Justin Wills (LS-8) is the 15 Metre Champion
after a six day contest at The Soaring Centre,
Husbands Bosworth, from August3 - 11. He
scored 5116pts, 265 ahead of Paul Crabb {LS-
8) in 2nd position. Tim Scott (LS-8a) was 3rd
with 4756pts.

There will be a report in the next issue.

NATIONAL LADDER

The Open Ladder is developing into a close
run race between two regular contenders, with
Tim Macfadyen just a few points ahead of
Steve Crabb. ltis likely that with several high
scoring 750km flights already claimed it is just a
matter of time and a few half decent days
before these totals are surpassed.

In the Weekend Ladder Steve Mynott shows
the way for Cambridge, a club which is yet
again putting in a strong appearance this
season.

Open Ladder

Pilot Club Pts Flts
1. T. M. Macfadyen  Bristol & Glos 10 600 4

2. 8. J.Crabb The Soaring Centre 10 194 4
3.J. L. Bridge Cambridge 9620 4
4.P.E. Baker Cambridge 9528 4
Weekend Ladder

Pilot Club Pts Fits
1. 8. J. Mynott Cambridge 9165 4
2.J. L. Bridge Cambridge 8959 4
3.8.J. Crabb The Soaring Centre 7432 4
4. M. Bird London 6463 4

John Bridge, National Ladder steward

DEVELOPMENT NEWS

Lottery Sports Fund - who's missing out?
With the recent announcement of Cambridge
GC's award of £44 000 towards upgrading the
club fleet, eight BGA clubs have between them
obtained £% million from the Lottery Sports
Fund. To the best of my knowledge about a
dozen more applications are in the pipeline and
i hope we shall soon be announcing further
successes.

But why have so few clubs applied?

| am aware of several more projects where
decisions have yet to be made, where business
plans have still to be completed or planning
consents and quotations gained. Yet by far the
majority of BGA clubs have done nothing to
take advantage of this bonanza while stocks
last.

Working at Le Blanc this July 1 had the
opportunity to speak to representatives from a
wide range of BGA clubs. It soon hecame
apparent that many had either misread or
misunderstood the Sports Council's "Guidelines
for Applicants” and interpreted them to mean
that their clubs were not eligible for grant aid. In
all cases further discussion revealed they were
wrong and that opportunities of grant funding
had been lost due to lack of understanding or
ignorance of the system.

Having been involved in assisting clubs since
the introduction of the National Lottery, | have
discovered ways round many of the perceived

obstacles. The Sports Council's officers with
the responsibility for allocating the Fund are
always friendly and co-operative and | have
built up an excellent working relationship with
many of them. They want to help clubs to gain
access to these funds, not to place obstacles in
their way, and some of the original rules have
been amended enabling more clubs to apply.
So if your club is looking for funds, please get
in touch with me. You can telephone me at any
time or leave a message on 01273 515373. |
will give ad hoc advice on applications but my
preferred course of actions is as follows:-
1. Visit the club and discuss projects for funding
with the committee or appointed members.
2. Help with the preparation of a project brief
and business plan and provide pro formae and
blueprints to assist club officers in obtaining
and processing the necessary data.
3. ldentify problems which might delay eligibility
of the club or acceptance of the application and
try to find ways round them.
4, Complete an application form in draft with the
members concerned.
5. Deal with the more difficult "essay" questions
and provide a draft reply with “features and
benefits" tables, if warranted.
6. Produce a detailed report in the form of a
letter to the club's chairman.
7. Review the club's complete application in
draft and suggest amendments or madifications
that might improve its chances of acceptance
by the Sports Council.
8. Provide further BGA support for the project
once | know the details.
9. Communicate with the Sports Council on the
club's behalf on such matters as obtaining
“without prejudice permission to proceed” in
order to expedite the project.
10. Chase up any applications that have been
delayed or appear to have been lost in the
system.
| have been appointed to help clubs with their
funding problems. | know the ropes and |
actually enjoy helping, so piease do not as-
sume that your club or your project is not
eligible for funding. | bet that it is! Why not give
me a ring and let's find out?
Roger Coote, BGA development officer

FATAL ACCIDENT
The pilot of an Olympia 460, Steve Taylor, was
killed when the glider suffered structural failure
during a winch launch. The accident occurred at
the Staffordshire GC's site at Seighford on July
14. The pilot was making his third flight of the
day when at about 600ft the right wing failed.
The wreckage was taken to Air Accidents
Investigation Branch (AAIB) at Farnborough.
Preliminary investigation shows some corrosion
of the aluminium laminates in the main spar
around the root rib.
Bill Scull, chairman of the BGA Safety
Committee

VAT EXEMPTIONS

As mentioned briefly in the last issue, p228, an
agreement has been reached with Customs &
Excise that charges by a club for hangarage.
trailer parking and the use of the workshop are
exempt from VAT. Claims can be put in for
retraspective refunds under these heading but
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the Government is trying to limit claims to the
previous three years only.

A full paper on this subject with a news
release from Customs & Excise have been sent
to club treasurers. It is suggested that clubs
should protest the three year limit through
locals MPs.

BGA 1000 CLUB LOTTERY

The July draw results are: First prize - R.
Alexander (£52.75) with the runners up - M.
Bainbridge, J. Patchett, G. H. N. Chamberlain.
R. Worters and J. Kettlety - each winning
£10.55.

The August draw: first prize - J. Day
(£51.25) with the runners up - M. Weston, K.
Brackstone, G. H. N. Chamberlain, S. Duerden
and D. Johnstone - each winning £10.25.

AIRSPACE ISSUES

Club chairmen and CFls already have informa-
tion regarding possible changes for glider
flights above FL245. Also, most pilots will be
well aware of the change to the airways cross-
ing exemption which came into force last
Qctober.

Any possible changes are discussed at the
Glider Working Group which was originally set
up by the Director of Airspace Policy (DAP)
under the aegis of National Air Traffic Services
(NATS) and the National Air Traffic
Management Advisory Committee (NATMAC).

Following recent changes NATS has become
a subsidiary company of the CAA. The DAP is
no longer part of NATS, but is now a stand-
alone Directorate jointly sponsored by the CAA
and the Ministry of Defence (MoD). The minis-
terial directions, which require the CAA to take
account of all aviation interests, remain sub-
stantially the same, as do the negotiating
arrangements.

The other recent change you should be aware
of is the voluntary requirement to make a radio
call before entering Class D airspace. It is prob-
able that this will be a legal requirement by next
season with the likelihood that pilots will be re-
quired to have an R/T licence. In principle con-
trollers should not refuse entry to a glider unless
there are exceptional circumstances.

However, there have already been some in-
stances of refusals or a distinct lack of co-oper-
ation which goes beyond the controllers' remit,
certainly for Class D aispace. In respect of VFR
flights, their responsibility is ta give an air traffic
control service with traffic information on all other
flights. not to provide a separate service.

If you have tried to get a clearance through
any Class D airspace or experienced an unco-
operative attitude then we need to know and
have a right to know why.

Please send a brief report of the circum-
stances to the BGA, marked for the attention of
the Airspace Committee, as soon as possible
after the incident. It is also important that pilots
adhere to the trial requirements.

Bill Scuil

DIABETIC GLIDER PILOTS

The BGA is probably the only flying organisa-
tion world-wide which has allowed insulin
dependent diabetics to fly solo. We have been
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asked by bath the CAA and the FAI to report
our experiences.

Would all glider pilots who are insulin depen-
dent please notify Dr Peter Saundby, through
the BGA office, of their name and address.
They will in due course be asked to complete a
postal questionnaire.

HAY FEVER PAPER
In connection with a paper to be presented at
the 1997 FAI Aero-Medicine conference in
Rome, Angela Sheard is collecting comments
from glider pilots who suffer from hay fever.
She is interested in the severity of symptoms,
solutions, medication used etc.

All comments are welcome and should be
faxed to her before December on 00 48 61
627352.

Airspace Update - a correction to my article in
the last issue, p205. The map showing the
revision to the Teesside CTR/CTA should not
have been included. | had been informed that
the revisions were taking place in July. Since
the previous deadline for S&G copy, there have
been more discussions with interested users of
this airspace. The final changes have not been
agreed, but should be by the end of the year.

| apologise if this has caused any concern or
inconvenience.
Carr Withall, chairman of the BGA Airspace
Committee

GLIDING CERTIFICATES

BGA 750KM DIPLOMA

No. Name Club 1996
18 Short. Colin Lasham 13.5
19 Pentecost, Roy Lasham 13.5
20 Baker, lain Cambridge 13.8
21 Jordy, Mike Soaring Centre 13.6
22 Baker, Peter Cambridge 126
BGA 750KM TWO-SEATER DIPLOMA
No. Name Club 1996
6 Littie, Paul/Taylor,

Chnstopher Bristol & Glos 45
ALL THREE DIAMONDS
No. Name Club 1996
493 Mountain, Anthony  Bicester 45
494 Short, Colin Lasham 13.5
495 French, Andrew London 6.5
496 Ward, Peter Cotswold 13.6
497 Lazenby, Philip Yorkshire 13.6
498 MelLean, Paut Fenland 13.6
499 Dent, Evelyn Bristol & Glos 126
500 Payne, Kenneth Soaring Centre 12.6
501 McLaughlin, John Staifordshire 23.6
502 Jeynes, Frani Bidford 13.6
503 Stoker, Thomas York 13.5
DIAMOND DISTANCE
No. Name Club 1996
1/723  Mountain, Anthony  Bicester 4.5
1/724  Short. Colin Lasham 135
1/725  Johnson. Richard Soaring Centre 13.5
1/726  French, Andrew London 6.5
1,727  Ward, Peter Cotswold 13.6
1/728  Lazenby, Philip Yorkshire 13.6
1/729  Mclean, Paul Fenland 13.6
1/730  Dent, Evelyn Bristol & Glos 2.8
1/731  Haseler. Peter Bidford 12,6
1/732  Payne, Kennath Soaring Centre 12.6
1/733  Tribe, Allan Wyvern 12.6
1/734  Gay, Maicolm Bristol & Glos 12.6
1/735  MclLaughiin, John Staifordshire 23.6
1/736  Jeynes, Frank Bidford 13.6
1/737  Stevens, Raymond  Soaring Centre 13.6
1/738  Stoker, Thomas York 13.5

DIAMOND GOAL

No. Name Club
2/2440 Brixton, Sydney Marchington
2/12441 Brown, Vermon Stratford on Avon
2/2442 Newnham, Leonard  York
2/2443 Barnes, Trevor Bicester
2/2444 Short. Colin Lasham
2/2445 Cannon, Deborah Lasham
2/2446 Uren, David Cornish
2/2447 French, Andrew Londan
2/2448  Wright, Mark Rattlesden
2/2449 Sanviile, Stephen Cambricge
2/2450 Adam, Robert Southdown
2/2451 Rivers, Leonard Norioik
2/2452 Ross. Stuart Southdown
2/2453 Thomas, Adrian Black Mountains
2/2454 Worrell. Nan Lasham
2/2455 Green, Andrew Bicester
2/12456 Clay. Peter Yorkshire
2/2457 Veness. Stephen Enstone
2/2458 Nash-Wortham,
Michael Surrey & Hants

2/2459 Moss. Davd Clevelands
2/2460 Davenport, Mark Lasham
2/2461 Horner, Giles Wolds
2i2462 Holland, Derek Yorkghirg
2/2463 Smith, Robart Booker
2/2464 Hill, David Shalbourne
2/2465 Black, Peter SGU

{in Australia)
212466 Conran, Paul Bublin

(in Austratia)
2i2467 Burdett. John Lakes

{in France)
DIAMOND HEIGHT
No. Name Club
3/1314 Swallow. Philip Soaring Centre

(In New Zealand)
371315 Hill, Andrew Anglia

(in France)
3i1316 Waiton-Smith, Patrick 631 VGS

{in USA)
3/1317 Sturley, Philip Two Rivers

(in France)
3/1318 Thomas, Gwyn Anglia

{(in France)
3/1319 Davies, Robert Four Counties

{in France)
3/1320 Palmer, Richard London

{in USA)
3/1321 Wiseman, Anthony  Yorkshire

(in USA)
GOLD BADGE
No. Name Club
1892  Brown, Vernon Stratford on Avon
1893 Walton-Smith, Patrick 631 VGS
1894  Barnes, Trevor Bicester
1895  Shont, Colin Lasham
1896  Uren, David Cornish
1897  French. Andrew London
1898  Worrell. Nan Lasham
1899  Green, Andrew Bicester
1900  Clay, Peter Yorkshire
1801 Wall. Nicholas Bristol & Glos
1802 Holland, Derek Yorkshire
1903  Smith, Robeart Booker
1803  Conran, Paul Dublin
1904  Burdett. John Lakes
GOLD HEIGHT
Name Club
Walton-Smith. Patrick 631 VGS

(in USA)
Sturley, Philip Two Rivers

(in France)
Wall, Nicholas Bristot & Glos
Robertson, Alastair Cairngorm
Rowson, Marcus Midland
Joynes, Frederic SGU
Palmer, Richard Lendon

{in USA)
Wiseman, Anthony Yorkshire

(in USA)
Stanley, Timothy Yorkshire
GOLD DISTANCE
Name Club

Brixton, Sydney
Brown, Vernon
Newnham, Leonard

Marchington
Stratford on Avon
York

1936
6.5
4.5
135
55
13.5
135
1.5
6.5
2.6
136
126
136
12.6
126
13.6
136
13.6
6.5

136
15.6
136
55

13.6
13.6
7.7

252

17.2

276

1996
5.2

27.3

1996

21.3
55

13.5
115
6.5

13.6
13.6
13.6
17.2
13.6
13.6
17.2
276

1996
213

27.3

172
8.6

29.6
29.6
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Barnes, Trevor
Short, Cotin
Cannon, Deborah
Uren, David
French, Andrew
Wright, Mark
Sanville, Stephen
Rivers, Leonard
Ross. Stuart
Worrell, Nan
Green, Andrew
Veness, Stephen
Nash-Wortham, Michael
Moss. David
Davenport, Mark
Horner, Giles
Holland, Derek
Smith, Robert
Bradford, Stephen
Hill. David

Black. Peter

Conran, Paul

Burdstt. John

SILVER BADGE

No.

10013
10014
10015
10016
10017
10018
10018
10020
10021
10022
10023
10024
10025
10 026
10 027
10 028
10029
10030
10031
10032
10033
10034
10035
10 036
10037
10038
10039
10 040
10 041
10042
10043
10 044
10045
10 046
10047
10 048
10049
10050
10 051
10 052
10 053
10 054
10055
10 056
10057
10 058
10059
10 060
10 061
10 062
10 063
10 064
10 065

Name

Nuniey, Mick
Biyth, David
Chalmers, Stuart
Clarke, Peter
Ingram, Lee
Moslin, Paut
Wiliams, Grant
Ingle, Robert
Wells, Leigh
Welch, Graham
Langford, Steven
Littter, Derek
Collings, Marcus
Woollet, Michael
Wilkinson, Jamas
Weston, Michael
Boycott-Brown, Martin
Hoare, Nicholas
Harrison. Peter
King. Kavin
Coppin, Dergk
Wadie, Reginaid
Horsnetl. Robert
Buckley. Simon
McLaren, Henry
Haughton, Dominic
Martindale, John
Niblett, William
Zamo, Romeo
Nicholson, John
Pennant. Jessica
Fish, Elizabeth
Rocks, Peter
Fisher, James
Gien, Fergus
Stewart-Smith, John
Aiston, Eric
Allender, Colin
Walker, Richard
Flintoft, Alan
Lipscombe, Carol
Climpson, Nigel
Wiseman. Anthony
Nobbs. Joset
Warren, Mervyn
Brockman, Donald
Haywood, Derek
Gosden, Donald
Montague, Alan
Barrell, James
Swales, Nicholas
Briggs. Josie
Sloggett. Michael

Bicester
Lasham
Lasham
Cornish
London
Rattlesdsn
Cambridge
Norfolk
Soutndown
Lasham
Bicester
Enstone
Surrey & Hants
Clevelands
Lasham
Wolds
Yorkshire
Bookar
Norfolk
Shalbourne
SGU

(in Australia)
Dubilin

(in Australia)
Lakes

{in France)

Club

Welland

Nortolk

Bristol & Glos
Cotswotd
Strattord on Avon
Wrekin

Deeside
London
Shenington
Lakes

Cranwelt
Bowland Forest
Bristol & Glos
Midiand

Kent

Enstone
Cambridge
Booker
Rattlesden
Rattlesden
Lasham
Southdown
Stratford on Avon
Cotswold

SGU

SGU

Lakes

Bath & Wilts
Cranwell
Enstone
Shenington
Biack Mountains
Trent Valley
Staffordshire
Shalbourne
Cornish

Midland

Aquila

Chilterns
Peterboro & Spalding
Lasham
Cornish
Yorkshire
Dartmoor
Southdown
Bristol & Glos
Lasham

Black Mountains
Bristol & Glos
Aquila

Midland

Norfotk

Devon & Somerset

UK CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA
Complete

Name

Scott, John

Part 1
Name

Wareham, Stephen
Hawkins, Mark
Hamilton, Roderic

292

Club
Bidford

Club

5.5
135
13.5
1.5
6.5
2.6
13.6
136
12.6
13.6
13.6
6.5
13.6
15.6
13.6
5.5
13.6
13.6
2.6
77
25.2

17.2

27.6

1996
1.8.95
21.5
45
255
135
55
2.6
4.5
255
275
2.6
12,6
12.6
9.6
14.6
14.6
13.6
136
13.6
2.8
236
18.6
14.6
226
176
8.6
13.6
12.6
15.6
14.6
18.6
18.6
26
27.6
10.8.95
11.5
29.6
23.6
23.6
1.6
28.6
11.5
304
3.3
10.7
8.6
19.6
23.6
17
15.7
296
20.7
77

1996
19.6

1996

Bath, Wilts & N Dorset4.5
Bath, Wilts & N Dorset 15.5

Booker

13.6

GPS
JOTTINGS

Edited by Dickie Feakes

By now most of us who have coupled a GPS
unit to an external device such as a vario, EW
barograph or Skyforce logger have realised that
it is essential to set the GPS interface options so
that the output is NMEA 0183 format. What is
"NMEA 0183" and why is it so important?

Long before the advent of GPS, the marine
industry used an international standard to allow
electronic devices such as Decca and LORAN
navigators and marine autopilots to communi-
cate with each other. In order for this to work, all
the units had to communicate in the same elec-
tronic language. Many language standards, both
marine and aviation, were in use but that pub-
lished by the National Maritime Electronics
Association (NMEA) and designated NMEA
0183, or NMEA 183, was the one that became
most popular.

NMEA 0183 is a series of plain language sen-
tences that are transmitted sequentially, all of
which start with a trigraph that identifies the con-
tent of the sentence. The trigraph is followed by
data in a prescribed order and terminates with a
"checksum®”, which is simply a mathematical cal-
culation to verify that none of the data has heen
corrupted in transmission. An example of a
NMEA 0183 data is the "RMC" sentence which
includes data giving UTC time, latitude, longi-
tude, speed over the ground, date, track made
good, magnetic variation and checksum.,

When GPS came along, initially most users
were predominately nautical and accordingly the
GPS manufacturers arranged for their units to
transmit NMEA data strings. Although GPS re-
ceivers were also programmed to transmit simi-
lar data streams in an aviation format, invariably
the aviation format was complex and no firm
standard existed. Accordingly, the first gliding
GPS recorder, the Skyforce/RD logger, elected
to utilise the NMEA standard and it has become
the gliding standard for all subsequent GNSS
FRs.

A GPS receiver may output as many as ten
different NMEA sentences each second. The re-
ceiving device, such as an EW barograph/log-
ger, listens to the data stream and as soon as it
recognises the correct trigraph as determined
by its programme, reads the data into its mem-
ory and, if the checksum is correct, writes it into
the logging storage. It then stops receiving until
the sentence comes along again when the pro-
cess is repeated.

In short, if nothing happens when you switch
on having carefully wired your EW barograph to
the data port of the GPS receiver, check that the

GPS receiver interface has been correctly con-
figured to NMEA 183 or NMEA 0183 and all
should be well.

Stop press: The Filser LX20 GPS/logger is the
third GNSS flight recorder to receive approval
by the FAI IGC GPS Flight Recorder Approval
Committee. Together with the Peschges VP8
and the Cambridge GPS10, GPS20 and GPS25,
the Filser LX20 can now be used to provide sole
flight verification for FAl record and badge flights.

Kennard, Brian Norfolk 13.6
Fish, Elizabeth Black Mountains 18.6
Moslin, Paul Wrekin 236
Skinner, lan Glyndwr 6.5
Jackson, Rickard Trent Valley 26

Gliding Clothes

After last winter's extreme cold, especially for
anyone standing around on an airfield, manu-
facturers are targeting those involved with win-
ter sports. Among the most impressive are the
flying suits made by Ozee Leisure.

We have being trying them out and soon re-
alised that they formed their own barrier from
the freezing late winter/spring days. In fact a
strong easterly wind on a bitterly cold airfield
went unnoticed and, being waterproof, you keep
dry as well as wonderfully warm.

The bonus is that they are light and comfort-
able to wear and in eight sizes with a wide choice
of colours. Made to measure suits are available
at an extra charge. See the advertisement below
for details.

Their secret lies in the choice of fabric - a 30z
waterproof breathable fabric which is given a
thermal insulated lining. And they are a glider pi-
lot's joy with a multitude of pockets in various
sizes, fitted with velcro fastenings to give secure
but instant access.

Several pilots, who all admitted to feeling the
cold, tried them and came back with the same
enthusiastic response. For once they were com-
fortable and warm, whatever the temperature,
and didn't feel cluttered up. As they were so
warm, you couldn't possibly wear any extra cloth-
ing - underwear was enough.

Ozee Leisure

Manufacturers of
Thermal Flying Suits

Ozee Letsure have been manufacruring flving
suits for all aspects ol flving, for over 15 years.
All of the fabrics used in the manufacture of
our flying suits are breathable, waterproof and
windproot but are still soft and comfortable to
wear, options of thermal lined or summer
Weight versions are available. Choose from 6
stvles of flving suits from the Ozee range
starting trom as little as £85.00 inclusive.
Windproof fleece tops from £35.00 or our
excellent sports jacket.

For a full colow brochure on onr complete vange contact

Ozee Leisure
73 Pall Mall, Leigh-on-Sca, Essex 889 1RQ
Tel: 01702 79483 office
Tel/Fax 01702 471693 factory
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CLUB NEWS

Paul Murphy and Steve Veness completing
Diamond goals and Mike Weston his 100km
diploma.

SMV.

HEREFORDSHIRE (Shobdon)

John France and Mike Dodd enjoyed an out-
standing Blanik flight in July, 6 to 8kts from off
tow to 10 000ft over Presteigne, then wave hop-
ping to beyond the Mynd, peaking at 13 000ft, fi-
nally landing at the Mynd 4hrs fater when the
wave decayed.

There has been a preponderance of trial
flights while many of our members have been
gliding at various French sites. Our regular con-
tingents of visitors are coming for the wave sea-
son. Though we normally fly at weekends we
organise weekday flying by prior arrangement
for members and visitors when conditions look
promising for the following day.

R.P.

LAKES (Walney Airfield)

Our annual dinner will be on Saturday,
November 16. Please contact Andrew Tebay on
01229 889014 for more details.

AD.

LASHAM (Lasham Airfield)

Richard Lilley on his 50th birthday did a spon-
sored wheelchair circuit around the perimeter
track raising just under £1000 for the Lasham
Trust, in aid of buying the airfield. David Oliver
has taken over the cadet scheme from Jeff
Smithers after four years' hard work. We have
17 cadets and Eva Sampson and Milan Bharadia
have Churchill awards.

The Lasham Regionals had seven days and
65 entrants who flew in hot blue weather, four
completing a 510km O/R. On one day 56 aeor-
tow retrieves involving nine tugs took 4hrs and
were completed just before dusk.

John Ellner has resigned as chairman of
Surrey and Hants GC and is thanked for his time
and energy. David Massen is writing rigging
notes for the Discus and Ventus, and usage

DERBYSHIRE &

Welcomes you to the
spectacular Peak District

. RidgA

* Wave
* Thermal
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¢ Open 5 days a week

* Fly our aircraft or bring
your own

¢ Visitors most welcome

* Summer Holiday
courses

* On-site
accommodation,
full catering and
licensed bar
¢ Park your trailer and enjoy our
winter ridge and wave
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For further information please contact our
Club Manager, John McKenzie.
Tel: 01298 871270
hitp://ourworld.compuserve.comhamepages/MH1
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notes for the L Nav.

Cross-countries were flown on every day but
one during the two week expedition to Le Blanc,
led by CFl Graham McAndrew.

The Aviation Medicine Group of the Royal
Aeronautical Society visited Lasham for a day's
programme of lectures and flying.

AM.S.

LINCOLNSHIRE (Strubby Airfield)

Margaret Childs and Steve Read have gone
solo. Mark and Patricia Ridger have both flown
Silver heights and Patricia the 2hr leg of her
cross-country endorsement,

Jeanette Kitchen has completed her Silver
badge with a ftight that gave her distance and
5hrs. Jeanette has taken over as treasurer from
Colin Watmough.

R.G.S.

LONDON (Dunstable)

The Standard Class Nationals were a great suc-
cess (see p274) with Henry Rebbeck coming
2nd. The final night party will be remembered
for a remarkable cabaret turn by the national
coach.

The summer has been clement with even the
HusBos pot returning to its rightful place before
Rob Brimfield claimed it with his 72km flight to
HusBos in the T-31 at the beginning of August.

Our soaring courses have also been very suc-
cessful, being fully booked with up to 14 on each
one.

R.C.

MARCHINGTON (Tatenhill)

J. Garrett's second Bronze leg in wave above
our site must be a first. He also flew Silver height
at another club. Mark Sherwood has a Bronze
badge.

It is with much sadness that we report the
death of one of our senior members, Bernard
Blake, whose initial experience of gliding was a
real baptism of fire.

We have bought two tugs, the Pawnee that
we had been leasing previously and a Super Cub
180 as back up. This latest aircraft is available
to other clubs to rent. The new tugmaster is
Andrew Ray on 01468 354737.

We have had a successful series of evening
courses, two weather variable club flying weeks
and the first flights of John Stockwell's
Woodstock (last seen in S&G hanging out of the
13th floor of a Hong Kong sky rise).

We welcome visitors on Wednesdays and
weekends with no reciprocal charge for BGA
members.

IN.R.

Obituary - Bernard Blake
It is with great sadness that we announce the
death of Bernard Blake on July 24 after an ill-
ness of almost a year. He will be sorely missed.
Bernard's first experience of gliding occurred
at Arnhem but he took up soaring only seven
years ago. His enthusiasm was an inspiration to
all ctub members and his kindness and helpful-
ness was always greatly appreciated. He was
truly a gentleman.
Our deepest sympathy goes to his wife Rita.
Jim Robinson.

MENDIP (Halesland Airfield)

Our "dawn-to-dusk" was held on a stunning wave
day with several wishing that they had oxygen
aboard. Bob Merritt made over 11 000ft in his
Kestrel in 20mins, including a 5min initial search.

We remain equal first in the Inter-Club; the
Halesland round, like the previous two, also fell
victim to the weather.

There was some mild excitement at the end
of July when the BBC used part of our site as a
location for the filming of an episode of the Bristol
based BBC TV "Casualty" series. Having re-
cently written off a Bocian we could have sup-
plied authentic wreckage, but in fact the plot was
about "Paradise Caravan Park" which the TV
folk built on site, using caravans belonging to
some of our members. The whole operation took
almost one week at the end of which the only
trace left was in the club's bank balance.

Phil Hogarth gave the K-18 its first taste of
Mendip wave. Mick Longhurst (Kestrel) flew
above 10 000ft - on another flight he almost
made it back on a 300km attempt, landing at the
bottom of the hili.

K.S.

NENE VALLEY (RAF Upwood)

Fay Keddie and Alan Feltham have gone solo.
Fay, a grandmother, is our first female solo pilot
for several years.

Our open day in June was very well attended,
making it a great success and receiving
widespread publicity leading to a steady in-
crease in membership.

Wednesday flying was introduced in July.
Richard Howard has Silver height and Brian
Palmer flew 5hrs after several attempts, but un-
fortunately did not have a barograph. Richard
Howard, Andy Hatfield and Gary Nuttali gained
their 5hrs during our task week in August, for
which we acguired a Twin Astir.

By the time this is published we should be in
the final stages of the move to our new site.
AF.

NORFOLK (Tibenham Airfield)

The cross-country season is going well with
some notable flights and good performances in
the Inter-Club League.

Dave Hill's 600km took him to the top of the
club ladder and Lenny Rivers has Diamond goal.
Steve Cattermole, Andy Fitches and Phil Morgan
have gone solo; Greg Stringer and Richard
Harvey have Bronze legs and lan Walters has
completed his Bronze badge and cross-country
endorsement. Matthew Cook and Paul Taverner
have Siiver legs while David Blyth, Josie Briggs
and Adrian Bennett have completed their Silver
badges.

Woody Woodhouse, our CFl for the last 18
years, has announced his retirement and Eric
Arthur has been appointed to take over, proba-
bly in the autumn,

B.W.

OXFORD (Weston on the Green)

The start of our summer flying three weeks in
August saw Chris Lee gain 5hrs for his Silver.
The weather was mixed with activities ranging
from local fun and games to cross-country, lead
and follow. John Giddins dropped over from
Hinton in the Hedges to spend one Sunday in
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BGA ACCIDENT SUMMARY

KEN JONES

19 K-13 3215 Minor 13.1.96
1330
The pilot, having overheard some launch point comments about 70kt approaches, mistakenly approached at this
higher speed. inexperienced, he failed to round out properly and bounced back into the air. The glider then landed
nose down, damaging the nose wheel mounts before bouncing again to a final landing. A briefing would have pre-

vented the accident.

Seightord 47 None 8.5

20 K-21 3634 Minor 11.2.96 Snitterfield 53 None 1034
1358 P235 None 134

The glider had just landed and stopped when a noise was heard from the undercarriage area. The noise increased

and the glider started moving. After 45 yards it stopped and the crew got out to find the winch cable had cut 12in

into the wing. The K-8, being launched on that cable, landed ahead without damage after the winch was told to

stop.

21 SZD Junior 4070 Minor 20.12.95 Pocklington 58 None 37
1135
On a very cold clear day the pilot waited for a launch for about 10min with the canopy closed to keep warm. The
canopy slightly misted up but he thought it would clear during the launch. However, it misted completely and he
was airborne before deciding 1o puli off. Without external references he oscillated in pitch to a heavy, bounced land-
ing.

22 Falke M/G Subst 25.2.96 Feshiebridge 53 None 5000+
G-AZPC 446pwr
1235 P2 None 128

After a long briefing before the SLMG conversion training flight the motor glider took off normally. At about 50-100ft
the power reduced and, given a choice between dense forest and a rocky river bed, the pilot made a forced landing
in the river. Both pilots were unhurt but the aircraft was substantially damaged.

23 Falke M/G Minor  3.3.96

G-BUJI 1155

During a training solo take-off the motor glider encountered a strong crosswind gust which lifted the right wing de-

spite full opposite aileron control. The left wing caught on the ground and the aircraft pivoted around, striking the
propetller on the ground as the taii lifted.

Rufforth 40 None 6pwr

24  Discus 3538 Minor  29.2.896 Lasham 72 None 274
While landing across an intersecting runway the undercarriage collapsed. The glider slid to a hait on its belly. The
pilot recalls he had put the gear down on the downwind leg, confirmed by witnesses, and there is no reason known
for the failure at this time.

25  Grob 102 - None  —-3.96 Incident Report 35 None 1500
The glider had been stored, rigged. for some time. After a C of A the pilot carried out a satisfactory fuli handling
check. Later he flew a loop followed by a chandelle. in the recovery he found the stick needed a 20Ibs force to tevel
the wings. He made a safe landing, despite some further resistance. A large number of acorns were found in the
wing.

26 K-8 2925 Subst  2.2.96
1615
Soaring within 1.5 miles of the airfield the pilot became disorientated after the canopy misted up and turned away
from the field. He chose a schoot field but at a late stage saw goal posts ahead so flew on towards the next field. He

did not have sufficient height to reach it and crashed into the hedge, substantially damaging the glider.

Near Pocklington 66 None 2,75

27  Jantar 1 1969 Subst 2.3.96

1500
The pilot was making a practice racing finish when he misjudged his speed and found he did not have
enough energy for a fuil circuit. Instead of landing ahead in a large field. or turning left into a valley with good
fields. he tried to turn back on to the runway. Realising his mistake he aimed for a field but hit a wingtip and landed
very heavily.

Brentor 20 None 205

28 K-13 2471 Minor 28.3.96 Gransden Lodge 30 None 1082
1200 P2 40 None 483

On an instructor training flight P2 allowed a bow to develop in the aerotow rope and P1 waited for him to recover as

in several previous exercises. This time the bow increased so P1 took over and released. The rope flew back and

wrapped itself around the left wingtip, outboard of the aileron. The glider yawed sideways before the rope slipped

off.

29 Grob Acro 2 - None  ~3.96 Incident Report 61 None 2820
The glider had a C of A and “cosmetic" gel coat repairs including some around the airbrakes. After full ground
checks the glider was launched. On the approach the airbrake lever required considerable force and it was noticed
that the left brake was jammed in. The brake end was filed down and the control rod replaced. {See also report No.
34)

30 K-8 - None ~3.96 Incident Report 52 None 79
At 1400ft on the winch launch the pilot heard a loud bang behind him. Releasing, he noticed the brakes were %
open despite the lever being in the closed position. With the lever in the open position the brakes came fully out. An
abbreviated circuit and normal landing was made. The airbrake over-centre bracket had broken.

31 K-21 3639 Minor  4.4.96
. 1630 P256 None ?

On a winch launch currency check flight the cable broke when the glider was about 15ft up. P2 was a little slow to
react then moved the stick forward too quickly. There was no time or energy to round out and the glider hit the

ground nose down, damaging the nose wheel mounting.

Sutton Bank 40 None ?

306

FIRST
SOLO

Some thoughts after that
momentous occasion

elax! This is not another bore wittering on
about his first solo flight when all you want is a
free beer out of him. It's amazing how many peo-
ple there are in the bar after you go solo. Where
do they all come from? After the euphoria wore
off and | landed back on planet Earth (about
three days later) it was time for a realistic look at
what was achieved and the statistics generated.

Cost

This is the bit my wife is excluded from read-
ing! In my own case | had a trial flight in August
1994 but only got serious about gliding in June
1995 with a one week course.

Adding up all the costs | got a total of £463.
This when reduced to an hourly rate become
£71. Interestingly this is atmost the same as one
of the cheaper power flying schools. However, a
better figure to quote to the nearest and dearest
is that this equates to about £10 per week. Phew!
That looks better.

Time

Just after my first solo | asked a power flying
instructor how many students he had sent solo
after 6hrs 30min tuition. He went very white and
had difficulty speaking at just the thought of it.
Certainly gliding is more intensive than power
tuition, which probably explains why the duty in-
structor staggers off the field at the end of the
day muttering the immortal words "never again”.

My own figures are quite interesting - three
aerotows and 58 winch launches. This means
an average of 22min each tow.

Please bear in mind that most of the time
spent in the air after the tug released was spent
spinning, stalling, sideslipping and other such
height losing nasties. On the winch the 58
launches averaged 5.5min. Perhaps this will im-
prove after some experience in a K-8.

Just to annoy myself | looked at my 13 year-
old son's logbook. He is averaging
9.3min/iaunch. (How does he do that?)

None of this takes any account of the time
spent reading and studying and littering the
hours with my junk. (My wife's words.)

Instructors

Not getting the same instructor twice running
is a blessing and a curse. It prevents one in-
structor developing strange individual habits and
then inflicting them on the poor student.

It places a huge burden on the student to be
discerning and listen carefully to both what is
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