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day's score”, yet Russell Cheetham was
required to throw away a day that he won.

Can we agree that a pilot's worst day is the
one on which he finished farthest out of Ist
place (in points)? If so, the right way to “drop a
day" is something like this: "At the end of the
sompetition each pilot's total score will be
ncreased by the largest difference between his
Jaily score and the day winner's score.”
JOHN GOOD, Salem, New Hampshire, USA

ROLLOCKING - WHY DO WE DO IT?
Dear Editor,

Having recently suffered the indignity of a
rollocking by a petty official of a minor club for
no good reason, | mused on just why we persist
in doing it.

It doesn't appear to happen in similar sports.
Sailing is an example. Perhaps it is because
the early aviation training was a military one
where rollocking (usually spelt with a B in the
forces) was based on a rank system with all
that that implies.

Well does it achieve anything? Usually not
what was intended and often the complete
opposite. | know an aviation minded university
professor who was permanently disenchanted
by the sport through being continually rollocked
by a young slip of a girl whilst on a course.

In my opinion an instructor's ability appears
to be inversely proportional to his use of
rollocking as a training aid. Instructors with the
ability of, say, Brian Spreckley never have to
resort to it. For some of us it is a stated reason
to become an instructor.

So come on chaps! Why not make your club
a non-rollocking one with posters to advertise
the fact? Ground any instructor who persists in
*his most stupid of tactics. Then we shall ali be

ietter able to enjoy this magnificent sport for
vhat it is and should be.
DOUG EDWARDS, Ferndown, Dorset

TURNING PREFERENCES
Dear Editor,

This interesting topic, raised by Bert Barker
in the last issue, p199, in relation to instructing,
has turned up before in various contexts. Here
are some observations around the subject,
arising from letters in New Scientistin October
mood Meaem b~ 1095 and elsewhere:
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giving way were adopted.

* Propeller-driven aircraft turn more easily one
way because of torque reaction - usually left.
This may condition power pilots but not those
who have only flown gliders.

* The different functions of the left and right
hemispheres of the brain may affect the issue.
ALAN SELF, Staffordshire GC

MORE ON THE FIRST GLIDING CLUB
Dear Editor,

Following on from the article by Jasper
Merriam, June issue, p143, and the letter by
Denis Hardwick in the last issue, p199, | would
like to add that the site of what was probably
the first gliding club, which operated from 1912
to 1914, was Amberley Mount on the South
Downs and overlooks Parham Airfield, the
present home of Southdown GC.

it was from this site on June 27, 1909, that
Eric Gordon England flew for 58sec and rose
40ft in a glider designed and made by José
Weiss and set an unofficial world record.
Gordon England was then 17 years-old and
later became chairman of the BGA.

JOAN CLOKE, Haywards Heath, West Sussex

(Joan has sent us a copy of the article men-
tioned by Denis, written in 1930, which we have
reprinted on p271.)

GLIDING IN AMERICA
Dear Editor,

Like Neil, see the last issue, p215, | was
working in America in 1994 and wanted to
continue gliding. | had exactly the same experi-
ence as Neil and even flew at Woodbine.

However, it was very different last year in
California where | did have to complete my
“Biennial Flight Review". This consisted of a
lengthy ground briefing and three check flights,
one of which was a "non-accidental" wave off at
300ft! How things change! Prices, though,
seem to be still very expensive.

SIMON KRONER, Ashford, Middlesex

THE WINCH LAUNCH ANSWER
Dear Editor,

Maybe you are aware that Cell-net, Orange
and all the other mobile 'phone boys are
scouring the country for sites for their transmis-
sion towers. So all we have to do is offer them a
site on the airfield, at a reduced rate for one or
two tiny modifications to their tower, eg the
tower has to be 3000ft high with two 40ft arms
at the top. Oh, and a baby one ton electric
(pollution free) winch at the bottom.

The winch cables would run up the tower, out
along the top arms and down to the ground. We
then fix two quick release slings to the ends of
the cables.You position the giider under the
cable, fix the slings round it, winch up to 3000ft
and release.

find the airfield and we could hire it out to the
parachutists when were not flying.

What are you waiting for?
BRECK MACEY, Guildford, Surrey

THEFT OF GPS UNITS
Dear Editor,

Regrettably, it seems that these rather
desirable objects have a habit of growing legs
on airfields. | would like to suggest a couple of
possible ways of making them less attractive to
thieves.

The first relies on the manufacturers and is
an idea already being mooted for consumer
goods in general. Add a PIN code (yes, an-
other!) to the unit, without which it will only
display the owner's name and postcode. This
should make stolen units effectively unsaleable.

Alternatively, a central group (the BGA?)
could maintain an index of serial numbers and
owners, as notified by the original buyer.
Prospective buyers of second-hand units could
check this register - perhaps via a Web site - to
see whether the unit had the provenance
claimed for it.

CHRIS FOX, Mold, Flintshire

GLIDING AND CHARITIES
Dear Editor,

Alice Anson's heart is clearly in the right
place and | commend her charitable instincts
(last issue, p200). But | couldn’t think of a better
way for gliding to shoot itself in the foot than by
raising funds for charity by virtually challenging
people to take "sponsored" flights.

Alice cites parachuting and bungy jumping
as two sports which help charities by offering
sponsored jumps - in which the fearful and the
timid are more or less shamed by their friends
into making such jumps, or voluntarily demon-
strate their machismo.

Both, of course, are perceived as "danger-
ous" sports and that helps their effectiveness in
this particular form of fund raising.

But to pander to this perception and to
promote gliding as dangerous would be a two-
edged sword. It would certainly not make it any
easier for anyone fighting local aviaphobes and
nimbyists for planning permission for a gliding
site.

I'm ... w.ggesting the soaring community is
any less charitable than any other group of
sports people. We can just as effectively raise
money for good causes by donating air experi-
ence flight vouchers to charitable auctions
where they usually reach a very good price.

My own club did this recently and the flight -
normally £25 with a month's temporary mem-
bership - was instantly snapped up by a bene-
factor for a staggering £500.

He much enjoyed the flight.

BOB RODWELL, Ulster GC, Bellarena, Co
Derry
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