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Gliding and UK airspace update

Carr Withall, chairman of the BGA Airspace Committee, provides a brief assessment
of 1999, and the annual reminder on airspace knowledge that all pilots should have

OVERALL, 1999 was a relatively
quiet year with no proposals from
the CAA that would significantly
affect our operations. There were no
changes to Class D airspace and
changes to higher level airspace had
no effect on gliding.

However, any airfield that oper-
ates power aircraft and also carries
out ab-initio training may apply for
an ATZ and so be given a 2 or 2.5-mile
radius around the airfield up to
2,000ft above the airfield for their
protection. If such an airfield is close
to agliding club it may well have seri-
ous safety implications for that club.
GA aircraft will avoid the ATZ circle
on the map and possibly fly low close
to a gliding club that could be winch
launching up to 3,000ft.

Aston Down had 11 low level incur-
sions in August 1999 alone, luckily
without a collision.

Take a really good look around the
circuit before giving the all-clear for
launching.

All gliding clubs are being issued
with MOR (Mandatory Occurrence
Report) forms so that we can report
all low level incursions of our
circuits to the Safety Regulation
Group. This will establish how much
of a ‘problem’ this may be becoming.

ICAO Airspace Classification

In November 1991 the UK adopted the
new system of international airspace clas-
sification developed by the International
Civil Airspace Organisation (ICAQ). The
status of a piece of airspace is denoted by
a letter which will be shown on all aero-
nautical charts, and it is this letter rather
than the title of the airspace that will
determine the rules applying to it.

In the UK, for example, airways will all
be Class A, but in other countries they
may be Class E. In order to fly within
Controlled Airspace, gliders will often
require’legal exemptions, and the avail-
ability and nature of these will vary from
country to country.

Class A Controlled Airspace
Cotswold CTA Daventry CTA
London CTR London TMA
Manchester TMA Worthing CTA
All Airways — except where they pass
through a TMA, CTA or CTR of lower
status.

As from November 6, 1997, NO
airways can be crossed by gliders.

Exceptionally, gliders may cross sec-
tions of Class A airspace by virtue of a
Letter of Agreement (LoA) which will
have very detailed procedures to be fol-
lowed. These LoAs will be specific to a club
operation. Camphill now has an agree-
ment for crossing airway B1. There is also
an agreement for crossing airways B2 and
B226 in Scotland which applies nation-
ally. However, both these agrecments
require pilots to have read the detailed
procedures and signed the BGA form
which MUST be given to the CFI before
undertaking a crossing flight.

Class B Controlled Airspace
The entire airspace over the UK above
FL 245, comprising the Upper Airspace
CTA and the Hebrides Upper Control
Area (UTA), is Class B Airspace.
Gliders are no longer allowed to fly
in this airspace without restriction.
Specified areas have been agreed that
can be activated by clubs using the proce-
dure for glider operations in Class B
airspace. The requirement for giving
24 hours’ notice of activation of these
areas has been reduced to two hours.

Class C Controlled Airspace

No UK airspace currently falls in this
category, although it is possible some may
be so redesignated in future.

Class D Controlled Airspace
Formerly Special Rules Airspace. All
Class D airspace now requires an
ATC clearance to enter and transit
this airspace. Pilots will also be flying in
VMC conditions. Any pilot wishing to
enter it must:

1 Contact the ATC unit and pass details of
aircraft’s position, level and proposed
track.

2 Obtain entry clearance.

3 Listen out on the frequency whilst in
that airspace.

4 Comply with ATC instructions.

The above rules apply to gliders in all
Class D Areas.

Aberdeen CTR/CTA

Belfast CTR

Belfast City CTR/CTA

Birmingham CTR/CTA
Bournemouth CTR

Bristol CTR/CTA

Brize Norton CTR

Cardiff CTR/CTA

East Midlands CTR/CTA

Edinburgh CTR

Glasgow CTR

Leeds/Bradford CTR/CTA
Liverpool CTR

Lyneham CTR/CTA
London Gatwick CTR/CTA
London Stansted CTR/CTA
London City CTR

London Luton CTR/CTA
Manchester CTR/CTA
Newcastle CTR/CTA
Scottish TMA

Solent CTA

Southampton CTR/CTA
Teesside CTR/CTA

There is a form to complete if flying
through Class D airspace, clubs should
have copies. This will give the BGA and
DAP statistics on how many gliders have
been granted clearances to continue their
flights and identify any ATC units that
may be unhelpful. There is NO restriction
to asking any ATC unit in Class D for
clearance to fly through their arca. Most
are only ‘busy’ for short periods usually
early morning and late afternoon. Much
of the traffic is transiting light aireraft or
flying school traffic.

The code of conduct for glider flights
through Class D airspace is still relevant
as it sets out good airmanship practice.
Most pilots who ask for clearances obtain
them from helpful controllers but a few
are refused clearances. With more
education and visits from pilots to their
local ATC unit, clearances should become
the norm.

Code of Conduct for Glider Flights
Through Class D Airspace

With the ever-increasing size of Class D
areas, the need to fly through them on
cross-country flights will become greater.
Pilots can ask for a clearance to fly
through ANY Class D airspace. The Code
of Conduct set out below is a guide to good
airmanship practice.

1 Glider pilots should plan to route their
flights through Class D airspace when it
is clear that there are advantages from so
doing, such as better weather and shorter
track distance.

2 Flights should try to spend the
minimum time in Class D airspace. Pilots
should avoid circling on or close to the
runway extended centre lines, since this
may well interfere with departing or
arriving traffic.

3 Keep the controller informed if, for any
reason, that is, massive sink, you have to
change your planned course.

4 Good lookout is vital at all times, >
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