


Visit Our 
Shops! 

Monday to Friday 9am- 6pm 
Saturday 9am - Spm 
Sunday 1 Oam 4pm 

Monday to Friday 9.30 am - 6pm 
Saturday 9.30 am - Spm 

Open until Spm Wednesdays 

Europe's Largest Mail Order & Retail Pilot Shop 
Triple Sens or 

The Triple sensor takes 
altitude readings accurate 
to a few meters, read s 
barometric pressure and 
temperature. it can 
display a graph of 
changes to barometric 
pressure variation giving a 
fair chance to tell how the 
weather is developing. Water 
resistant w 100 meters. 
lr also tells the time 

44280 Triple Sensor Watch 

IC-A3E 

The lcom IC ·A3E 
transceiver incorporates 
all of the high standard 
features of the IC-A22E, 
without the navigational 
utilities. Supplied with a 
headset adaptor for use 
with twin jack style 
headsets and a Nicad 
wall charger. 

Free cockpit flight 
bag worth £29.95! 

Save £55 otr SRP! 

3130A IC -A3E Transceiver 

2001 Pooleys 
Pilot's Diary 

The diary format has a 
full seven days depict­
ed on each page. This 
diary contains all the 
standard diary features 
you would <'xpect as 
well as an extensive 
section of general 
aviation information and 
data, Including an airfield listing, ICAO decode 
table, meteorological broadcast 
section, sunrise and sunset tables. flight rules, 
abbreviations, pilots log book and much more. 

9194G 2001 Pilots Diary 7.95 

Ray-Ban 
Sunglasses 

Ray-Ban's have evolved over 5 decades and are 
widely recognised as classics in eyewear 
styling for pilots. These Classic Aviators sun­
glasses are avai lable in two frame types: 23 Kt 
Gold plated frames and Electro-plated Black 
Chrome frames. They are also available in two 
lens sizes: 58mm Standard and 62mm Large. 

Hangsi.Jn 
Featuring 12 different 
aircraft including 
sailplanes. and microlights. 
Each aircraft flight model 
has been designed 
especially to simulate low 
speed flight. Real -weather 
effects (Wind manage­
ment for thermals, ridge 
effects & cloud suck') 
Training flights, different skill levels and 
competition nights. 
A truly unique 
programme. 

82220 Classic Aviators £S9.99 64660 Hangsim software 

GPS 310 

The 'allview' technology 
within the GPS 310 tracks 12 satellites 
for accurate position fixing, and works 
for 24 hours on just 2AA 
batteries (Not Supplied). 
This rugged, durable and 
waterproof unit is built tough 
to survive the great out-doors, 
and yet weighs only 7oz. 

Only I 

I 
£139.95 

.. VII' 

8900N Magellan GPS 310 

Christmas Cards 

Send your seasons l•ll!llll~., 
greetings to friends, 

Motorola TA-200 

The TA· 200 radio has a two mile 
transmission range. Eight channels 
select. with 38 sub channels, red 
transmission light feature. and 
a full 3 hours of 
transmission time 
(40 hours standby). 
Weight150g. Powered by 
3 x AA batteries. 

43300 TA-200 (Single) £79.93 
6229N TA-200 (Pair) J49.9S 

Gift Vouchers 

family and work 
colleagues with our 
colourful, fun and 
festive Christmas _j..£~~~~~~~R 
cards. Greeting 
inside reads; 
"with best wishes 
fora Merry 
Christmas and 
a Happy New G-YULE 
Year." Supplied with envelopes. 

41 11 G 'G-XMAS' Cards !Pack ofTen) 8. 9 
2552G 'G-YULE' Cards (Pack ofTen! £8.99 

Are you having trouble deciding what to 
buy for the pilot in your life? Transair Pilot 
Shop gift vouchers are the perfect answer. 

Available in denominations of 
£5-£ 10-£20 & £50 

Call our mail order line on 01273466000 
or visit your local Transair Pilot Shop. 
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~News 
The next five years 
I AM writ·ing this having just returned from 
two well-attended and fru itful Chairmen's 
Conferences, at Lasham and Pockl ington on 
consecutive w eekends. I would like to thank 
everyone w ho braved terri ble weather and, in 
the case of Yorkshire, the worst floods since 
records begJn, to contribute to p lanning how 
the BGA and U K glid ing can rise to th chal­
lenges we face. 

At these con fer~'nces, your club chairmen 
have been examining and discussing the draft 
strategic p lan which is being developed as 
the framework for the BGA's activ ities, pri or­
ities and resource focus over the next five 
years. 11 covers everyth in" from airspace to 
airworthi ness, in tern,1tiona l representation to 
recrui tment of prosp -ctive glider pi lots. 

The BGA's next task is to gJther ,~ 11 their 
comments to inform the final plan. Until we 
have clone that, it would be premature to go 
into detail, but we intend to provide a sum­
mary in the next issue of S&G, out ;J l the end 
o f January. Th is gives you the chance to 
exam ine the issues befo re February's AGM. 

In the me<lntime, a very merry Christmas 
and go<Jd soaring in the New Year. 

David Roberts 
BGA Chairman 

About your magazine 
THIS is the end of my fi rst )'t!df of editing 
S&C. During thi s time lots o f messages of 
praise for tht" magilzine have come in from 
all over the world . Such positive feedback is 
welcome - so is constructive cri tic ism, for 
th<1t matter - but Lhc people w ho rea lly 
deserve thE praise Me those w ho have 
worked hMd and sel f! >ss I)' beh ind the 
seen s: contributors of suga ~sLions, feed­
back, letters, i!rlicles and photowaphs. To all 
those who have given their time so i r 'ely to 
help make S&C successfu l, thank you. 

This is Jlso the issue of S&G where its 
price is adjusted in response to hanging 
costs over the yea r. 

No one likes price rises, least of all me, 
and if y<Ju buy S&C over the counter you 
w ill like this one even less than usual 
because the cover price hus risen by more 
than the subscription pri ce. This is in 
response Lu under tandab le complaints from 
subscribers that they pay their money up 
front, guaranlC'e ing va lu;Jb le income for the 
BGA- and yet S&C costs them more than it 
doe · for people w ho buy it issue by issue. 

Over a two-year period, starti ng this year, 
we therefore aim to at· the very least equa lise 
the cost, so that UK subscribers arc no longer 
at a disJdvantage. 

However you buy, though, p lease don't 
think you' ll lose out by p3ying a lit tle extra. 
We have plenty of p lans to give you more. 
More news, more fea tures, more fun - and 
more information about all levels of gl iding. 

Do keep your contributions, photographs 
, nd feedback coming in - Jncl watch this 
space. .. Helen Evans, Editor 
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How our 
MP works 
for gliding 
Lembit Opik MP reports on recent political 
activity on IJeha /( of the sport in the U K 

THIS SUM M ER, p<~ rtl y because I'm glid ing's 
PMI i, mentary spokesperson and partl y 
because it was raining, I decided to begin 
turning the heady commitments I've made 
for the sport into il programme of politi cal 
action. Top of the list were worries about the 
consequences of the priva ti s::t tion of NATS, 
and also the challenge of securing more 
substantial pub lic fu nding. 

To thi s end, I arranged two meetings: one 
w ith Chris Mullin, MP Parliamentary Under 
Secreta ry of State for the DETR and the other 
w ith Kat ' Hoey M P, Minister for Sport. The 
goJ I was to expi Jin our pos ition firsthancl to 
key ministers, ancl start bu ild ing a meaning­
ful relationship in the corridors of power. 

The first meeting 
was in Jul y. BJrry 
Ro lie and Dnv icl 
Roberts jo ined me 
at the office of 
Chris Mu llin MP, 
as DJvid reported 
in the last S&G 
(The future of our 
c1 irspace, p4). 

I'd sav we w ere 
reassur~d by the 
M ini ster that for 
now, the govern­
ment would hon­

our the status quo in re lat ion to gliding 
despite the projected privat isation of Jir traf­
fi - servic s. The DETR also committed itsel f 
to seeking the views o f the BGA, together 
w ith other interested parties, w hen the 
Commission's proposa ls on rhe Eu rc.Jpean 
Single Sky in itiat ive are p resented to 
M inisters early next year. 

The on!)' wobble in all this was in the 
M inister's follow-up leller, which added thc l 
the assurance weren't open -ended time­
~v i se . This is understandable. No m inister 
com mits to "forever" ifs/he can <woid it. But 
let's he grateful f r what we got, including 
d ialogue w ith the DETR. 'vVe need to get 
Chris M ulli n ou t in il glider sometime. A 
nice 60-m inute so.:1ring fli ght would do 
wonders for re lations, as long Js the pi lot 
keeps tu rns below 2G ! 

In August, Roger Coot ., Development 
O fficer of the BGA, and Ancly Davis, UK 
glid ing's former worl d number one, joi ned 
Barry Ro l f~ and I at the M inister for Sport's 
London offi ce. \11/e explained to Kale Hoey 
that gliding's popularity w ill increase quickly, 

In Lembit's office, Barry Rolfe (left), Roger Coote, 

Andy Davis and Lembit plan their ministerial meeting 

largely thanks to <Jdvances in telecommuni­
cations. In o ther words, if you can sti ck a 
good camera in a glider, Jnd show it on TV, 
pt.'ople w ill w ,11ch it. 

SimiiJr devices in cars helped r,1 ise the 
popularity o f motor raci ng no end, Jnd w e 
projectt'd the Silme for glidi ng. 

lt vvas clearly stressed that because of the 
presen t low public profi le of the sport, we 
suirer w hen i t comes to fund ing, as one f<Jc­
tor is public awa reness -- w hich isn't yet 
gliding's str·ength. 

A lso, we talked about how glid ing c lubs 
t\1n promote our im<Jg' and dispel the myth 
that it's an anorak pastime. Kate H oey was 
pleasingly reccpl'ive, <llld amongst other 
things, was pos itive about the iclea of getting 
clubs to invite loca l MPs to v isit them, with 
a fo llow-up letter from the M P to K<1tc Hoey 
on gl id ing issues. 

O n tax re lief, 
sh po inted ou t 
thdlclubs could he 
encouraged to 
make enqu iries of 
their l oc~1l autho ri ­
ties in order to gain 
d iscreti on<:H)' re i ief 
Jn bus iness rates. 

lt was genera lly 
agreed that the 
best ti me to launch 
an in formati on Kate Hoey MP 

offens ive would be 
after the Olympics, w hen the media would 
be in a beuer position tu look at glid ing. 

Fin <J IIy, we discussed the promotion of the 
sport to a young clientele. This cou ld lead to 
more new p ople taking up the sport, anti 
change the publ ic perception of gliding -
making it more trendy and Jttr,Ktive to a 
younger aud ience. In the meeting it becJnle 
clear that if this is done w ith thoughtful 
media manilgement, we could achieve a 
new influx o f talent tu British clubs, and give 
the sport a helpful PR overhau l. 

So, overall, a productive summer, and 
we're off to a reasonable relationshi p w ith 
two key ministPrs in the li fe of glid ing. Well 
clone to the BGA team who have been help­
ing out w ith il ll this. Next s!Pp is to f ind 
someone to sub the World G lid ing Team 
- Cordon Brown, if you're reJrl in th is, our· 
lines are open and wJ it ing for you r ca ll . 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Safety move on airbrakes 
FOLLOWING c suggestion by Derek 
Piggn tt. glider manufac turers DG 
Flugzeugbau GmbH are in troducing i1 sys­
tem to prevent J irbrakes opening on launch 
if they arc inadvertentl y left unlocked. 

" In the event of a launch fJilure or having 
to abandon the l<1 unch," Derek s,1id, " there 
is a very high ri sk of a serious acc ident if the 
ai rbrakes have opened ." This i because the 
very high drag and increased sta lling speed 
ca n result in a st 11/spin acciden t before the 
pilot has had time to recogn ise th e prob lem . 

"With aerotow laun ching/' he add 'cl, " I 
have seen accidents when the pi lot was 
waved off by the tug and attempted to turn 
back at low sreecl with thE' <l irbr<J kes open. 

"For- many yea rs I h<Jve been te01ching th at 
if the towpl anc is not c limbing normall y and 
the l<lllnch is tJthcr slow, you should imme­
d iately look out and check it is not bec;:wse 
the airbrakes are open. The rudd0r waggl ing 
signal does these d <:~ys Jl least help to elim­
inate the need for the tug to wave oif the 
glider at low J ltitude. 

"With w inch launching, the biggest haz­
ard with inadvertentl y-open J irbrakes is a 
low height launch failure. The pilot h<1 s no 
time to realise anyth ing is w ron g and a sto ll 
- or a spin - is J lmost inevi tabl e." 

Lottery results 
Winners of the September draw were: 
T Salter (first prize) £60.75 

JH Stanley 
RH Dixon 
S Lynn 
CJ Palmer 
K S Davis 

Runners-up 
£12.15 
£12 .15 
£12.15 
£12.15 
£12.15 

Winners of the October draw were : 
AB Stokes (first prize) £59.25 

L McKetvie 
P Gray 
VC Carr 

Runners-up 

JE Bowman 
GH Chamberlain 

£11 .85 
£11 .85 
£11 .85 
£11.85 
£11.85 

How to help the British team 
As this S&C goes to press, th Club Class 
World G liding Tea rn has r-n isecl just over ;r 

third of the £30,000 needed to help Pete 
Masson, Ri chard Hood and Afand i 
Darlington co r11pete in Australi a in January 
2001. Backers inc lude: the BGA, the South 
Australi <J n government, David lnnes on 
beh<J i f of Jo int Aviation , Gary Bri dgewa te.r, 
Terry Slater, Nexus Management; and the 
white planes picture eo. The team website 
- www.glidingwam.co. uk - w ill be updJted 
r •gularl y over the next thrct• months and 
during th e comp. Visit it to find out more 
about sponsorsh ip opportunities, or Cil ll 
Marilyn Hood on 01400 281 (>48. 

December 2000 - January 2001 

At the last Soa ring S >Ciety oi America 
convention, Derek sugges ted to kari ­
Friedrich Weber that the probl em was both 
important and si mple to pu t ri ght. 

The devi ce being introd uced by DC, 
(seen above) has I een n<Jmcd by them a 
"Piggott-hook" in honour of Derck's co ntr i­
bution to improving Siliety. 

lt w ill be insta lled in every new DC glid ­
er w ithout charge and wi ll be ava ilable as a 
retro-fit on all rh eir models. 

While it does not address the prob lem for 
gliders taking oH w ith full airbrake, the wi ng 
runner or IJunch marshal should spot thi s in 
time. 

"Thi s is .1 major step forward in m<:~king 
glider safer for everyone," Dcrek sa id, "and 
I am proud to be associa ted with it." 

Claim a BGA trophy 
NOW IS the time to submit deta il s of e1 ny 
flights you ish tn be consid red ior il 

BGA trophy (awarr!ed at the BGA dinner): 
Wakefield: Longest distance; Furlong: 

Longest triangle; California In England 
Long-est distance by a female piloL; Volk 
Longest 0 / 1{; Seager Longest 1.\ a-seater 
distance; Frank Foster Fa. te t 500km; 
Manio; fastest ·wokm Rex Pilcher Earliest 
D i monrl distan of the year De 
Havilland maximum gain of height; 
Goldsborough highest-placed pilot in the 
most recent world championship team; 
John Hands for outstanding support to the 
organising or running oi competitions; 
Enigma N<ttional ladder open ectinn win­
ner; Firth Vickers National ladder open 
Sl'Ciion second place· L. DuCarde Peach 
Nr1lional ladder club section winn er; 
Slingshy .ttional ladder club section sec­
ond plac 

All I l ights must originate in the UK in the 
( alenrla r ye r. All speeds/distances r • 
handi .1ppcd. D l r~rattons NOT requ ired, 
tlighl must he eritied by logger or camera 
,md hilr graph, la.ndout rt iii c.ate or 
Officia l Observer. · 11 rAI badges, records, 
nati tnal lc1dder dnd cnmpetitron I light are 
automat iLa lly wnsiti red. 

Clatms should be submilled by January 7 
to f'au l CraiJh, .3 Salford Close. Welford, 

'onhilnts, , NG bll 
Emct il paulcnh1Jtvdi,11.pip .com 

A fully-updated version of the Sporting Code 
Section 3, incorporating the amendments 
which took effect on October 1 , is available 
at www.fai.org/sporting_codelsc3.html or via 
a link on the BGA site, www.gliding.co.uk 

The following teams have been voted for : 
2001 World Championships: 1, J Wills ; 
2, A Davis; 3, S Jones; 4, D Watt; 5, A Kay; 
6, M Young ; 7, P Harvey ; 8, R Cheetham: 9, 
E Johnston ; 10, M Wells; 11 , B Spreckley; 
12, P Jones; 13, T Scott ; 14, G McAndrew; 
15, D Allison ; 16, P Sheard 
2001 18-Metre World Championships: 
1, S Jones; 2, D Watt ; 3, A Kay ; 4, M Wells; 
5, K Nicolson ; 6, L Wells ; 7, 8 Marsh; 
8, A Hall ; 9, H Jones; 10, P Coward. 

Eta (see last issue, p30) has successfu lly 
flown an end-of-season 500km in Germany 
-under a 2,600fl cloudbase .. 

The FAt's new president is Wolfgang 
Weinreich , President of the Deutscher Aero 
Club and of Europe Airsports. Mr Weinreich, 
a keen glider pilot, has already met the 
International Olympic Committee chairman. 
Juan Antonio Samaranch . The FAI 
Conference in September also changed the 
FAt's management structure, replacing a 
60-strong Council with an Executive Board 
of seven voting members, better placed to 
take well-considered decisions in a fast­
moving business and media environment. 

Following a constructive meeting witil the 
BGA's underwriters, the final details of the 
BGA's back-up instructors' insurance policy 
are being finalised. In the meantime, the 
policy has been renewed and remains valid . 
More information in the next S&G 

Mike Bird 's book, The Platypus Papers, has 
won the Lincoln Award , to be presented at 
the Soaring Society of America Convention 
next year. The prize is given annually for the 
best writing in English on gliding. 

Radio users should note that ct1anges to 
radio licensing mean that Aeronautical 
Ground Station (AGS) Glider licences (for 
ground-to-air communication) have been 
replaced by AGS General Aviation licences 
(sti ll £25 pa) while Glider Air Station 
licences are replaced by Aircraft Band C 
licences (£20). If you have any queries call 
the Radiocommunications Agency on 0207 
211 0223 or email AMS@ra.gtnet.gov.uk 

The BWPA's revised A Career in Aviation 
costs £5 from BWPA, Brooklands Museum, 
Brooklands Rd, Weybridge KT13 OON. 

Farnborough-Aircraft.com has taken orders 
from UK buyers for ilhe first two production 
aircraft of the Farnborough F1. 
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BGAAGM, Conference 
and Dinner 200 1 

Eastwood Hall Conference Centre, Nottingham 
Saturday 17 February 

It Gets Even Better! 

The 200 I BGA Conference and Dinner promises to be the best yet! The programme is 
presently being put together for the Conference, but based on past years experience, get 
your tickets now for the Dinner, as they will sell out! (there is a limit of250 this year). 

Year 2001 Conference 

The Conference will start about 9:30am, with a full day ofinfonnative and entertaining 
lectures, exhibition, and glider display. During the afternoon there will be the BGAAGM, 
and also time to spend looking around the exhibition stands.As usual , the Conference is 
FREE. 

Conference Centre Includes Leisure Facilities 

This year we are moving to the Eastwood Hall Conference Centre. The facilities are 
excellent, and being a conference centre, the BGA will have exclusive use for the week­
end. 

The accomodation and facilities are of a hotel standard, and the price has been held at the 
san1e price as the last 2 years- £30 per person B&B (based on two sharing). There are 
also leisure facilities, including swimming pool and Jacuzzi. For more infonnation on the 
venue, check their web pages: www.cceonline.co.uk/Pages/eastwood.html. For 
accomodation bookings, please contact Eastwood Hall directly- Tel: 01773 532532, 
Fax : 01773 532533. 

Book Early to Avoid Disappointment 

Lunch will be available at£ 12 for a hot and cold buffet, or £4.50 for rolls/sand'vviches 
(pre-bookings required). Dinner in the evening is also strictly by ticket only. The cost is 
£22 per person. For more infonnation and to book your tickets for 2001, call Claire at 
home (0 1280 705741 ), or on her mobile (07887 548913), or email: 
claire@gliderpilot.net 

What They Said About Last Year. .. 

;'/found the day extremely interesting, with a well balanced programme for the day. I 
particularly liked the chance to visit the exhibition during the afternoon extended 
coffee break. " 

"Well done Claire! Another excellent conference. I found Richard Nobles presentation 
on breaking the speed barrier very interesting. I will certainly be there next year!" 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:claire@gliderpilot.net
www.cceon1ine.co.uk!Pages/eastwood.htmL


Your letters 
Come in, number 175 
As the importer oi the first K-6 into the UK, 
I read Nan Worrell's Mticle (An all-time 
classic, October-November, p26) with great 
interest. 

Among the sma ll group of us working in 
Ghana who started the Accra GC in 1957 
was a German pilot, Knri-Hein ze Tiede, il 

member of the Hamburg GC. We were both 
clue for home leave in the spring of 1961 
and we both wanted to fl y the Nationals at 
Lash am that ye<1 r. 

Karl talked me into buying a K,6 and we 
each took delivery oi cRs, with trailers, from 
the Schleicher factory in April 196 1. I 
suggested to Alexander Schleicher that, in 
view of the publicity he would get in the UK 
ior his product, he might like to allow a sub­
stantial discount; he quickly replied that he 
would not want to upset Slingsby. 

VVe had two weeks' flying at Hamburg. 
Heinz Huth, the then Standard Class 
(K-6Ct<) World Champion, was CFI and was 
then fly ing an eilr ly version of the K-6E with 
an all-moving tailplane. 
Having flown alongside him 
two or three times during our 
visit, it wns clear that this 
(r<lther twitchy, it was said) E 

version had a far superior 
glide angle. 

The Nationvls in ·1961 were 
spli t into Leagues 1 and 2. 
Pi lots were free to choose 
which to fl y in, th choice 
being largely based on size of 
head. I naturally opted for 
League 1 -after all, I did have 
a world-beating glider. In spite 
of some poor fl ying on my 
part during nine gruelling 
competition days, the trusty K- ~ 
6 (comp no 175) sti ll ended .,.....,....--
up the leading Standard Class 
glider. At the end of the comp, 
there was something of a qu uc to buy it. As 
I was impecunious, and just embarking on 
finding a new job, I let it go to the RAFGSA 
for vbout the same price I hvd paid for it -
£1,"100 (about £16,000 in toclny's money). 
1 7 5 - where are you now? 
Cerry Burgess, MARLOW, Bucks 

lt was with some surprise nncl no little 
delight to find the K-6c~ 2"11 featuring in the 
artic le by Nan Worrell. The K-6 she men­
tions with regard to a 500km flight by Tim 
Macfa clyen is no longer at Aston Down. My 
wife Margaret vnd I purchased it in 
December 1998 Js we felt the need to 
progress from club gl iders in order to 
advance our flying. lt now flies reguiJ rl y 
with Lincolnshire GC at Strubby, neilr 
Mablethorpe and hils had iln Jiring every 
month bilr two since then. 

I did not know of 211 's history prior to 
purchilsing it, but it is interesting to read 
through the owner ·hip list, wh ich includes, 
in 1963, a Mrs Anne Burns. 

As a couple of late starters (59 vnd 57 

December 2000 - January 2001 

respectively) Milrgaret and I both thorough­
ly enjoy flying the K6cR, accepting its limi­
tations - penetration and cross-country 
speed- but finding it thermals well (I most 
enjoy sitt ing on top of the stilck whi le some 
of the glass ships gyrate below). lt is a joy to 
fl y, giving one the feeling of just strapping on 
wings. 

To date we have had 203 IJunches, 46hrs 
and 159km in it, the longest flight being iln 
undec lared 50km trivngle by myself (I'm sti ll 
'vVaiting for my official SOkm for Silver) and 
30km by Margaret on a Si lver attempt 
against a strong westerl y, achieving Silver 
height in the process. (Getting away is not 
easy only five mi les from the Eilst CoJst.) 
Neither of us expects to break any records in 
211: they all go to the glass ships these days 
(Jre wooden records needed?) but we thor­
oughly enjoy fl ying it ilS often as possible. 
We wou ld both recommend the KbcR to 
anyone looking for a generJI-purpose iun 
glider with the ability to fly away. 
Alan Childs, CRAINTHORPE, Lincolnshire 

Oshkosh unknown 
lt is many years since I was il gl icier pilot, at 
the old Bath & \!\li lts GC, but during a visit 
to Oshkosh this year my eye wns taken by a 
very neat machine (see picture, vbove). The 
main attraction: a pair of small engines with 
folding props. I know that there are sleek 
machines with engines which fold inside the 
fuselage but this did seem a new concept. 
Unfortunately I cou ld not get any deta ils as 
there was a constant flow of interested 
pilots, but the glider appeared to be CJbout 
the size of an O ly 2 CJ nd the fusel Z~ge was a 
simple boom. The cockpit seemed to hCJve 
plenty of legroom and the usual instruments. 
Perhaps this mJy stir the memory of nnother 
Oshkosh visitor who may have col lected 
more detCJils? 
Pat Ladd, BUNBURY, Wiltshire 

From the Arm-Chair Pilot 
lt seems a long time ago now, but my mem­
ory goes back even further than Gil lian's, 
whose appointment Js editor in lilte 1972 
(S&G celebra tes its 70th year, August-

September) happened a little differently 
from her own account. lt wns I who was 
chairman of the committee at the time, not 
Phi lip \!Vi lis, whom I had succeeded the pre­
vious June. But si nce Gil l ian was the candi­
date I was proposing (the Cambridge Club 
mafia at work, of course) I thought ir best to 
ask the other members of the comm ittee to 
do the interview, and will have Jsked Phi lip 
to chair it for me. 

I wou ld not be recJlling this now vvere it 
not for the outstJ ncli ng success of the 
appointment we milde. Long live 5&G! 
Anthony Edwards, The Arm-Chair Pilot, 
Cambridge CC 
Gil/ian Bryce-Smith adds: it just shows, 
some of us can't trust our memories. But 
I well reca ll Anthony as an excellent 
chairman who never let the meetings over 
run and delay our dinner; where I gleaned 
the best ideas and o ffers of contributions. 
Incidentally, Anthony was chairman for 
three stints adding up to 7 7 years, so he 
doesn 't deserve to have been overlooked. 

One-day comps 
The lust end-of-camps party 
before the comp started was 
in 1987 or 88 ill Booker (I was 
there and have tried hard to 
forget it). RJiph )ones won. 
Tell jack Harrison it is fair. I 
think Mr )ones wou ld agree? 
I blnme it on the met man! 
Mike Young, via email 

Au revoir 
As some of your reJders w ill 
by now know, I hvve recently 
resigned from the BGA 
Executive Commi ttee on 
health grounds. Although I am 
vdvised that after a relat ively 
simple oper<~tion I wil l be as 
good as new, it seems wrong 

to continue to serve whilst my attention is 
more thiln a little distracted by these matters. 
lt has been a greut privilege to hilve served 
the gl iding movement on the Executive Jnd 
I am most grateful for vl l the support I have 
received in two elections. Very many thanks 
to everyone who voted for me. 
Richard Yerburgh, WARMINSTER, Wilts 

BC SIFT BC (E) 
\!Vith great trepidation, may I suggest the 
above as il contender for the pre take off 
check sequen e? 

This heretical thought fi rst insinuated itself 
when I was trying to analyse why I had 
attempted to take off with airbrakes · 
unlocked, lucki ly during tril ining with an 
instructor behind who pointed it out. 

lt wasn't that I didn't know the checkl ist. lt 
seems to me that there is an almost over­
w helming psychologicJI pressure to think oi 
the closing of the canopy as a final action, 
and hence to 'forget' the next stage. 

it's rather like coming to the end of a job, 
putting the too ls in the box, and closing > 
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> the lid, and it's fini shed, or perhaps like 
closing a cupboard or house door. 

So tha t'~ the reasoning for the BC at the 
end; what about the one at the beginning? 
Well, it isn't usually easy to install the 
ballast, if needed, with the pilot in the seat, 
and if there is no one nearby you are going 
to have to get out nd fetch the ballast. So 
the check cou ld tart with the pilot outside 
the glider. Rallast is checked and adjusted if 
needed. Then w ith the pilot still outside it is 
possible to both move the controls and 
vvatch the ·ontrol surfaces and ~heck that 
corre · t movement does occur. 

Also, particularly in respect of aileron and 
elevator, if the contro ls arc moved to and fro 
fairly briskly, by feeling and watching the 
controls one can gain some indication as to 
whether or not the connections <1 rc posi ti ve 
(not to replace the positive control checks 
during Dl and beiore first flight of the day). 

After getting in to the cockpi t the 'full and 
free' che k are performed (so it' rea lly 
BC() and the rest of the check is done. 
Roger Millins, WELWYN, Hertfordshire 

Aptitude 
When we take on new club members it is 
usually taken for granted that we can train 
them to be safe glider pilots, no matter how 
stupid, hilm-iisted or inept they might be. In 
general this is true, so long as they have 
great perseverance and a deep pocket. 
Indeed, I class myself as a peasJnt because, 
at a time when most pupi Is were sent solo 
after about 20 w ire launches, it took me 
more th~n 40. When I play>cl cri<.:ket, thank. 
to good coaching, I could make b ;wtiiul 
strokes. If only I could have brought the bat 
into contact with th' ball ... 

I'm not suggesting for one moment that 
we should giv prospective men1bers apti­
tude tests, but I would like to suggest how to 
we could help those who share my timing 
and co-ordination aiflictions. Attaining these 
physical ski lls is mostly done by pract ice, 
but where a problem often arises is when 
type conversions come along. Very seldom 
does a c lub two-seater hav c losely­
matched characteristics to the single-seater 
and the most critical part of the flight can be 
the take-off, when the pilot has had no prac­
tice at all. Keep them on the two-scuter and 
they become type-bound. 

I think thJt in this respect <1 computer 
ilight simul tor can help. lt would, of 
course, be inordinately expensive to get a 
machine and programme to accurately sim­
ulate each glider, but what can be clone is to 
give people <1 whole range nf simulated 
gliders which arc different, Jnd give the 
trainee a great deal of practice in Jerotow­
ing on them. The landing flare and hold o ff 
also lend themselves well to this. Quite late 
in life, I taught myself to fly ambidextr.ously 
by the stmulato r. Programme are avJ tlable 
with which you can design and build your 
own aircraft and edit their performance and 
handling qualities. 

I once "built" a K-6c wh ich on landing just 
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bounced and bounced. I never did g t it 
down in one piece, but it didn 't half 
improve my hold offs. 
John Kenny, WROXALL, Isle of Wight 

New MSI Rating? 
The people who have felt obliged to respond 
to Graham Morris' artic le (How Good Are 
}'bur Instructors? June-July, p22) have largely 
over looked two sJiient points. Firstly, 
Graham has simply appraised us of his find­
ings. Secondly, the facts were presented in 
the context of the question: is it sa fe or even 
desirable to have our pupils t;wght by 
instructors who, for whatever reason, wou ld 
find themselves on or close to the left base-
1 ine on Grah<lm's gri!ph? 

One reply (There's more to it than flying, 
O ctober-November, p9) may have hit on a 
solution. The logical extension of this argu­
ment is, of course, that the Most Senior 
Instructors will do their duties, clraw ing on 
their v<Jst cxperien e, whilst settled se urely 
in their deckchairs at the launchpoint. Two­
seaters and students are thus removed from 
the risk of being raken into the air by rusty 
pilots. Now how can we devise a scheme to 
quickly and safely progress instructors who 
have lost interest in gliding to the hallowed 
ranks of "MSI"? 
Kevin Houlihan CO WICKLOW, Ireland 

Clearly my article has been successful in its 
stated aim of stimulating debate. In the inter­
ests of brevity I will just add that there still 
seems to he extreme concern for instructors' 
1:Jr blems with a virtual disregard for pupils' 
problems. r also find what ha not been aid 
v ry illuminating. No one has stated th<lt the 
current renewal requirements are suffi cient; 
chal lenged the premise that if instructors fly 
more they might well improw 1)r suggested 
an alterna tive to more flyi ng for improving 
handling skills. 
Graham Morris, Bristol 

Quantum mechanics for pilots 
J\1\any a Dutch eyebrow shot sky high when 
Mr Morris' article was read. lt would be 
interesting to kn w what his definition of a 
good instructor is. Heisenberg's Uncertainty 
Principle is nor only va lid in quantum 
niechanics, hut with a little ,1cljustment it 
also applies to the visit of an ex<1miner to a 
club: measurement of a particle under 
observation interacts with the parti les used 
in the measurement. That is, the presence 
and behaviour of an examiner influences the 
behavi1 ur of the victim. For many yea rs now 
in The tetherlonds examina tions of instruc­
tors are alway carried out by two exam iners 
to minimise this effect and filt c~ r out person­
al opinions: we find it is a great improve­
ment. 
Bruno Zijp, WEESP, The Netherlands 

Landings, not hours 
A browse through the lvtest accident statis­
tics, which aga in reveal a huge number of 
avoidable landing accidents, has prompted 

me to contribute a personal point of view to 
the excitement caused by GrJham Morris' 
article on instructors <:1n cl solo fl ying. 

To renew my CAA- issued UK SLMG 
Instructor Rating, I am obliged to be tested 
by a CAA xaminer ewry 25 months. In any 
case, I am also exrected to fl y a minimum 
number of hours to renew my JAR PPL as 
well as my UK SL/v\G r<Jting, and have a 
one-hour heck flight every two ye<Jrs. There 
is no requ irement ior ~ny of the flying to be 
solo. While I do not support the CAA 1s 
approach to PI1 L curren y, I guess numbers 
of lz.mdings Me cliificult to verify, but hours 
ar usually tacho recorded anc.l logged. So 
for the good old CAA, hours it is. 

In gliding, to renew an instructor rilting 
we insist on a number oi solo hours and a 
five-year ro lling programme of refresher 
training with a bit oi testing (usually by the 
c lub CFI). Oddly, there is no requirement to 
carry out a minimum amou nt of alJ initio 
instruct ion. Gliding hours are difficult to 
verify, often rounded up or down and fl·c­
quently ignored by those w ith overflowing 
logbooks - but al l clubs have to ma intain 
L!ccuratc launching logsheets. 

So I guess we hJve to ask ourselves which 
is the best method to achieve the aim of 
good-quJiity and rea on, bly-standardis cl 
instruction ilown safely< Knowing , n 
instructor has flown a couple oi iive-hour 
flights during the year may give some CFis a 
WcHm glow, but my guess is that a fa ir but 
testing checking session to a known syiiJbus 
covering briefing, instruction and handling 
is far more appropri ate and useful to the 
customer - tht innocent and all-too-oiren 
frust r<Jted student. 

In my view, when it comes clown to flying 
practice, asking any glider pilot regardless of 
whether he instructs or not, to have carried 
out a min imum number of LAUNCHES (and 
therefore LANDINGS) per year is probably 
more appropriJte and useful to the pilot 
than getting tangled up with hours. I'm cer­
tainly not brave enough to put my head 
above the p;napet to suggest what that min­
imum shou ld be - there appear to be iar too 
many expert snipers out ther ! 
Pete Stratten, BRACKLEY, Northants 

Diving towards the ground 
I \.vas interested to see David Urperh's artic l 
(Sa lutary Soaring 1\ugust-September, p60) 
relati ng tCJ novices' seeming eagerness to 
div towards th' gt·oLmcl as I myself needed 
rescuing from my own fate Sl me 25 years 
ago as a new gliding pupil, and Ciln under­
srancl how it Con happen. 

I had joined the East Sussex club Jt 
Ringmcr when all it owned was a single K-2 
and an ex-barrage balloon w inch. Launch s 
were with a very secondhand cable Jnd to 
say CJble breaks were not infrequent may be 
understating the expectation of reaching full 
height; about ·1 ,200ft on a good clay. 

Being new and eager to learn I had read 
and re-read everything I could to do with 
learning to glide, mostly the wise words of 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:partic.ie


Derek Piggott. However, these did m<1ke 
greJt play about recognising the situations 
whi .h cou ld result in stalls and spins Jnd of 
cour. e the viw l importan c of prompt initial 
recovery a · tion : move the stick forw;:trd to 
lower the nose. 

With this indelibly fi xed in my mind we 
gave "a ll out" and I was hJnded control of 
the launch Js soon as we had reJchecl a safe 
height. ApproJching th top of the launch 
th cable broke (or back-released - I' m not 
sure) before I had the chance to release it. 
Quick as J flash I lowered the nose as I 
knew I shou ld, but a little too eagerly with 
the result of generating some negative g 
Being a new pupil I was probably more con­
c ious of the sens<1tion, but nevertheless I 

wrongly int rpreted nega tive g as the onset 
o f the dreaded st<J II I had read so much 
about: I must promptly lower the nose fur­
ther. 1\tlure r covery acti on led to more neg­
ative g which requ ired more forward stick ... 
and w e reached <1 vertica l dive before the 
instructor regained contro l. 

He was convinced al the time that we hJd 
lost the elevator and was 
visiblv shak n. After I had 
expla,ined my re<Jction it 
took several fligh ts demon­
str<Jting stJI Is and incipient 
spins before I became confi­
d nt that the aircraft had 
stability, was not going to 
fall ou t of the skv at a 
moments IJpse of concen­
trati on and that negative g 
was not the same <Js a st<J II. 

Wh<1t I learned most from 
that episode was th<Jt read­
ing too much can be dan­
gerous if nut tempered with 
demonstrc1tiun and practice! 
Ron Baker, SWANWICK, 
Hants 

Gender imbalance? 
I have noticed with surprise that gliding 
records by women ar, now described as 
" femin ine" records (ior example, in S&C 
<J nd on the BGA w bsite). M y und >rst<Jnding 
is lh<Jt " feminine" does not mean " fem<Jie" 
just as "masculine" does not mean "ma le" . 

Whether or not there is a pl<tc in the 
modern world for women to be treated sep­
arately I do not know, and like most men I 
am iairl y p<1ranoid about the perils of being 
politica lly incorrect. 

However, despi te h<~ving no particu lar 
objection to fermle pilots being described 
as feminine, I have been taught on instructor 
cours • · and elsewhere that we need precise 
terminology in our sport, so I c1m mentioning 
it now. Ci)n we not revert to calling these 
records "women's records" (which Jvoids 
the pitf<1ll oi implying that a " femJie record" 
has J gender of its own), or to keer the bal­
ance instigate some "masculine" ones? 

But, then, wou ld each be open to either 
gender by choice or inc li n<Jt ion? 
Andy Sanderson, ESSEX & SUFFOLK GC 
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Take a warm hat to Africa 
What a pl eas<1 nt surprise it was to open the 
August-September edition to find the excel­
lent arti cle on glid ing in KenyJ (p34). I am 
so p lea eel to see that the Gl iding Club of 
Keny<J is still going well and that people 
from UK are using it for real back to b<Js ics 
gliding during the UK w inter. I he lped 
Richard and Angei<J Pollard re-establish glid­
ing in Kenya at Njoro near Lake Nakuru 
whilst stationed in Kenya with the RAF 
Training Team between 1983 and 1985. I 
also went back in January 1987 to help 
move the gliding opera tion from Njoro to 
Mweiga and managed <1 few enjoyabil' 
flights at Mweig,, before returni ng to UK. 
Keny<1 certainly is the ideal place to go for a 
family holidJy: exotic beaches, mJgni ficent 
game drives and gliding as wel l. My only 
<tddi lionJ I advice is for UK res idents to take 
a high-quali ty lined anorak and J wool ly hJt 
to wear when fl ying because it is extr 'mely 
co ld at a cloudbase of 16,000ft in an open 
cockpit glider, despite flying on th Equator. 
Alan jury, EDITH WESTON, Rutland 

Back to the BAC 
In response to the photogr,lph on p59 of tlw 
August-September issue, I believe that C H 
Lowe-Wylde is the chap in the suit and I 
would guess that the person on the f<Jr left is 
Uwen Wanliss, the tug pilot involved in the 
aborti ve attempt to cross the channel in the 
HAC V II in summer 193 1. 
Colin Harrison, CHAlFONT ST GllES, 
Bucks 

A unique glider 
The photograph in your August-September 
issue is of Britain's first two-seater, a BAC 
VII, designed in 193 'I for Juto-tow training 
by CH Lowe-Wylde for the British AircrJft 
Co Ltd oi Maidstone. 

Barbara Cartland purchased one w ith a 
view to winning the Daily Mail pri ze 
described in the last issue of S&C (Back to 
Barbara CMtland, pi 0). Th is was the first 
glider to be aerotowed in England Jnd was 
used to deliver the first glider mai l in a 
demonstration towed flight from Manston to 
ReJcling. 

The BAC VII shown here is a replica built 
by me in my home workshop. The w ings 
and tailplane are modified from a '1935 BAC 
Drone (the motorised version of the glider) 
while the fuselage, undercarriage, etc have 
been made from an origin<1 l set of blue­
prints. it is very unusua l for any glider to 
have a fixed two-wheel undercarriage like <1 

powered <J ircraft. 
This replica first flew in 1991, soars well, 

,1nd is the only one of its type in existence. 
it is currently for sale. 
Michael Maufe, ILKLEY, Yorkshire 

Fifties stamps, please 
I am a Spanish stamp col le tor and I have 
seen in my records thJt the BCA issued a set 
of six vignettes, pri nted in blue and black for 
Christmas mailings in November 1953. The 
sa ilplanes represented in the vignettes were: 
O lympiil, Slingsby Sky, Schwc izer 1-23, R)S, 
Slingsby T-2 ·1 and the FAI Cup. Do you know 
of <Jnyone in Great Bri t<tin who could help 
me find a et? 
Encarnita Novillo, Madrid, Spain 

"Sell" the GPL 
S&C conta ins artic les 
from time to time about 
the problems of re ruit ing 
new members in to the 
sport. Our numbers seem 
to be in decline and our 
cu rrent membersh ip is 
Jgeing. I should like to 
suggest 1h,1t promoting the 
status of the Glider Pilot 
Licence (CPL) migh t make 
il difference. Most of my 
non-ilying friends have no 
noti on of the effort 
required to gJin Si lver, 
Cold or Diamond Badges 
and imply that it sounds 
rather like the Boy Scouts. 

I of course reply th~t these Jwards have ,, 
very long history but I don 't think they are 
impressed. Their usual first questions are: 
How long does it take to go solo? How long 
dues it take to get your licence? How much 
does it cos t? 

The IJst page of the li ence implies that 
under certil in c ircurnstJnces, the holder m<Jy 
have the privilege of fly ing passengers. If this 
posit ion could be clari fied, so that the 
prospect of gaining a CPL sounds as attrac­
tive as <1 PPL, then I think we might have a 
very marketable proposition. 
Peter Holloway, BRIGHTON, Sussex 

Please send fetters to: The Editor, Sailplane & 

Gliding, 6 Salop Close. Shrivenham, Swindon 
SN6 BEN, UK or to: helen@sandg.dircon .co.uk 

Mark them "for publication" and remember to 

include your telephone number and full postal 

address. The deadline for the next issue is 

December 12. To give as many people as possi­

ble the chance to have their say, please try to 

keep your letter as concise as you can. Thank you 
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The EW model D flight recorder. 
Just £250 plus VAT and delivery 
(offer ends 24112100, save£ 29.38) 

Special Christmas 
offers from EW 

Less 15% off all prices of 
software, cables, calibrations, 
cases, and all other ancillaries 

(offer ends 24/12100) 

/GC approval tor use with the most popular Garmin GPS receivers. 
Comes with software and all you need to connect to your GPS and 

Visit our comprehensive web 
site or phone us to get more 
information about any EW 

products. computer. Ideal for all badge claims up to Diamond C and 
competition use. Incorporates the following features: 24 hours of 
recorded data at a 4 second sample rate, motor and pilot event 
ports, electronic declaration, 9-16 volt external power with 9 volt 
internal backup battery with 40 hours recording time, stand alone 
barograph with 15Km altitude range. 

~~f!ff'Mlro@@o&J!r 
Would all customers note that we will be on holiday from 24/12/00- 15101/01 with limited sales and 

support between these dates. Merry Xmas and a prosperous new year. 

EW A vionics, Seymour Barn, Widmere Lane, Marlow SL 7 3DF, England. - · -
~-mail ew@ewuk.co.uk- Phon~ & Fax 01628 477999 

Two-Seater 
Soaring the Andes 
in an 510-VT 1999 

..... 26 Nov: 1 040 km o/r 
:- 27 Nov; 1222km .& 

::.- 13 Dec: 1406 km o/r 
(World record) 

14 Dec: 1430 km dist 
16 Dec:1550 km dist 

~ 29 Dec: 1833 km dist 
(World's Jrd longest ever 

glider flight) 

Congrats Klaus Ohlmann 
& colleagues, proving the 

S1 O's performance and 
versatility- (and comfort 
for flights of 10-15 hours) 

for Information oo new and used 
s 1 o·s please contact 
Mike JeHeryes, 
Tanglewood, 

Fingrlth Hall Road, 
Bladcmore, Essex CM4 ORU 
TeiiAutofu: 012n 823066 

MikeJefferyes@ 
compuserve.com 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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News 

Latest flight test programmes 
Glider developments in Germany 
don't stop for the winter ... 

THE REAL benefits of w inglets; spinn ing the 
K-2 1 w ith tail ballast; how much the wings 
bend on an ASH-2 5; the effects of flap 
settings on ai rfl ow, unci the structure of thcr­
ma ls- all these are current ly being studied 
this win ter following this summer's testing at 
the IDAflieg meeting in Stuttgart. 

In the experiments by university studen ts, 
supported by the Germany centre for aero­
nauti ca l and space rese;n ch and glider 
manufacturers, a wide range of technica l 

'Eiffel Tower ' laser measures wing-bending on ASH-25 

studies were unclert<Jken. W inglets were 
fitted to four gliders, <J mong them a Club 
Libelle <Jnd Oi.scus 2b, to try to quantify the 
effects they have. Although the actual results 
will not be released until January, the pilots' 
subjective repo rts are th<Jt the gliders 
had c lear ly improved stab ility when 
thermulling, as well as an improved roll rate , 
and there was a signifi cantly reduced risk of 
dropping a w ing on aerotow. 

Good progress was made in the sp in-test­
ing of a K-21 with tai l ba llast and it is 
thought that enough work has now been 
clone to ca lculate a tab le th<Jt gives the cor­
rect ballast, depending on take-off weight 
and C of G position, to bring the glider to a 
safe configurat ion for spin tra ining. 

To discover the wing-bending and torsion 
forces in flight on an ASH-25, a so-cal led 
'Eiffel Tower' was mounted on its fuselage by 
the Aachen Akafli eg, wh ich used Cl laser to 
take measu rements of the wing's movement. 
This Akafl ieg, together w ith the Aachen 
University Institute for Aeronautics, also 
took measurements of the airbrake lever 
operat ing forces in d ifferent gliders at differ­
ent speeds. 

Another idea the tea ms wanted to test was 
the aerodynami cists ' theories about wing 
profile and flap sett ings. To this end a 

t n ur a nce 

information contact number 

0207 618 6302 
e-mail: avn@tlclowes.com 

December 2000 - January 2001 

Performance of winglets fitted to Discus 2 was tested 

LAK-1 7a was fitted wi th <J crad le to measure 
the airflow behind the w ing in various dif­
ferent configurations. 

The (, sci nating question of just wh t goes 
on inside <:1 therm al was researched furth er 
using a )anus with two b ig probes, wh ich 
look like machine-gun s, in front of its w ings 
to take measurements and try to unravel the 
structu re and internals of thermals. 

Two new tugs were also put through th ir 
paces, the Korffllimbach G109b Turbo 
motorglider and the Austrian four-sea ter 
DA-40 Diamond Star. Both arc sa id to have 
performed satisfactoril y. Jochen Ewald 
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Develo ment news 
An insignificant sport? 
How to change minds 
"GUDING is not an internationally 
significant sport." 

That wJs the UK Sports Council's reason, 
in 1997, for rejecting th e BGA's app li c<J tion 
for Lottery revenue funding under the Wor ld 
Class Performance f)lan. At that tim e, there 
was no redress, nor was any challenge 
allowed. 

Other sports like shooti ng, sai li ng, cano -
ing, bob-sleigh, trampolining and water sk i­
ing all got revenue funding. Gliding missed 
out. Three year later, in th e immediate post­
event assessment at the Sydney 2000 
Olympics, medals were ev<J IUJted in terms 
of their respective Lo ttery Funds investment. 

M ea nw hile, British gliding hJs J lso had J 
highl y successful run in intern ati ona l com­
pet itions - yet the young Briti sh tea m (r ight) 
se lected for the World Club Class G li ding 

hampionships in AustrJii a w ill either have 
to pay its own shipp ing, trJvcl and competi­
ti on entry costs or miss out altogether. 

Comp laining w ill not get British gliding 
anywhere; a construct ive approach is essen­
ti al. For gl iding to be eligib le for Lottery rev­
enue fundin ', UK Sport still requires three 
cr iteria to b met: 

1. a large number o f nati ons compelin rr at 
intemJtiona l leve l 

2. estab li shed success at in ternationa l 
competi ti ons 

3. public percep tion as il popu i<Jr sport. 
Wor ld gl id ing cha mpionships usually 

dttract 24 to 28 competing nation s. As a 
compnri son, at the Sydney Olympics some 
200 nations were represented nnd athletics 
att racted entri es from c~hout 180 nations. 
Although glidi ng might become popu lar in 
more cou ntries than :J t present, its populari­
ty is unlikL·I y to reach th e level of trJ ck and 
fi eld events since many nat io ns are undb le 

to glide in their own cou ntries. 
In the last two seasons, Britain's strong 

in ternationdl position has been further rein ­
forced. Steve )ones beca me Europe,ln 
Champion in 2000 and in 1999 the British 
tcJm swept th e board in the Standard CIJss 
at th Europea n Women's Championships. 

The Final criterion is the most difiicu ll to 
meet. Th key to competing su ces. fu ll }; on 
the worl d glidi ng stage l ies not only in il y ing 
skill s but J lso in effective communicn tions 
and public relati ons. Mu h has already been 
done but IJn Goclfrc)"s new MJrketing and 

The team for the Club Class Worlds: seeking sponsors 

Communi e<l ti ons Comm it tee f c:es a major 
chall enge. The BGA has to raise pub lic 
awareness of gl iding if Lottery revenue fund­
ing is to be accessed in the future. 

Following discuss ion at the chairmen's 
conferences, the BGA's Sports Deve lopment 
Pldn outlines strategies for British gliding, 
bot h dt club level and at intern ational com­
petitions. The Pln n, an importdnt document, 
is necessary to persuc1de Governm ent and 
UK Sport to look more t'cwourably upon glid­
ing for funding of our in tcrnnti onal conching 
and competition activit ies . 

Roger Coote, BGA Development Officer 

Ladder's end-of-season lift 
W ITH some subm issions still to come in, th ese Me the provisiondl final scores for the 
1999/2000 Na ti ona l Ladders. Thank goodness for August (a nd September) wh ich turned a 
redlly bJd season into an averdge one. Mike Young from Cambridge sta nds we ll ahead of 
the rest on the Open Ladder with four exce ll ent flights, three oi them scoring over 3000 
points each . Where does he find the w eather? First submiss ions for th e 2000/2001 sedson, 
please, by the end of M diT h 2001. 

John Bridge, National ladder Steward 

OPEN LADDER 2 Dave Caunt Beaker 6312 4 
Pilot Club Score Flights 3 Adrian Halton 4 Counties 6055 
Mike Young Cambridge 12269 4 4 T1m Mactadyen Bristol & Glos5811 

2 John Wh1te Booker 9262 4 
3 Phil Jettery Cambridge 9235 4 JUNIOR LADDER 
4 John Bridge Cambridge 8969 4 Pilot Club Score Flights 

I Matthew Cook Norlolk 6377 3 
WEEKEND LADDER 2 Jonathan Meyer Bristol & Glos4165 4 

Pilot Club Score Flights M. Pettican Aquila 3823 
John Bridge Cambridge 6409 4 James Clark Cambridge 3412 
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BGA courses 
for next year 
Title Dates lncl Venue Places 

Instructors Course, £250 
ICI 3-11 Mar Bicester 8 
IC2 17-25 Mar Bicester 8 
IC3 31 Mar- 8 Apr Bicesler 6 
IC4 14 - 22 Apr Bicester 6 
IC5 12- 20 May Bicester 6 
IC6 26 May- 3 Jun 81cester 6 
IC7 1-9 Sep Bicester 6 
ICS 15- 23 Sep Bicester 8 

Full Cat Preparation Course, £95 
FC1 26 Feb-2 Mar Bicester 6 
FC2 4-8 Jun Bicester 6 
FC3 1-5 Oct Bicester 6 

7·Day Soaring Courses at Bfcester, £115 
SC7 18- 24 Jun Bicester 10 
SC9 2-8 Jul Bicester 10 

5-Day Soaring Courses at Bicester, £95 
SCS 25-29 Jun Bicester 1 0 
SC 10 9-13 Jul Bices1er 10 
SC 11 16-20 Jul Bicester 1 0 
SC 12 23- 27 Jul Bicester 1 0 
SC15 13- 17 Aug Bicester 10 

Soaring Courses at other venues, £95 
SC 1 23-27 Apr Unknown 6 
SC2 30 Apr-4 May Unknown 6 
SC3 7-11 May Shelbourne 6 
SC4 21-25 May York 6 
SC5 28 May-1 Jun Bidtord 6 
SC6 4-8 Jun Bath, Wilts & NO 6 
SC 13 30 Ju\-3 Aug Snenington 6 
SC17 10-14 Sep Midland 

Young Pilots Soaring Course, £24.00 
YPSC 16 20-24 Aug Bicester 10 

Basic Instructor Courses, £100 
B\1 23-27 Apr Bicester 5 
B\2 30 Apr- 4 May Bicester 5 
Bt3 7- 11 May Bicester 
B\4 21 - 25 May BiCBster 
Bi5 10-1 4 Sep Bicester 

Completion Courses, £30 
CC 1 3-4 Feb Bicester 6 
CC2 10- 11 Feb Blcester 6 
CC3 3-4 Nov Bicester 6 
CC4 17-18 Nov Bices\er 6 

Instructor Refresher Course, £30 
lA 1 28-29 Apr Bicester 4 
IR2 5-6 May Bices\er 

Motorglider Instructor Course, £125 
MG1 9-13 Jut Bices\er Unknown 

CFI Weekends, no charge 
CFI1 30 Jun- 1 Ju l Bicester Unlimited 
CF12 21 - 22 Jul Bicester Unlimited 

Wave Soaring Course, £130 
We t 7-13 Oct Aboyne 8 
Wc2 14-20 Ocl Aboyne 8 
Wc3 21-27 Oct Unknown 8 

Junior Competition Training Course 
10-16 Jun.Contacl Andy Perkins tor delails 'booking: 
07801 289 123 

Calllhe BGA on 0116 253 1051 tor course bookings 

Sailplane & Gliding 



News 

Ensure your glider is airworthy 
AS NO DOUBT those of vou w ho were ill 
the 15-Metre Nationals 'a t Lasham will 
know, writes BCA Chief Technica l Ot1icer 
}im H ammerto n (right), it is part oi Ill)' joh to 
carry out airworthiness audits of all BGA­
certified ,1in:raft.The two m,1in reasons are as 
follows: 
1. r\s an audit of BGA In pectors' work. 
2. To assess the general airworthiness oi the 
BGA fl eet und reporting to the BGA execu­
tive and the CAA. 

Auditing club air ' raft is struightiorward 
because of our lechnic,ll officer structure, 
and as most glirlers are· stored in a hangar 
they arc rcad i ly avJ i l,1ble. 

Priva tely-owned aircraft are a different 
mJtter. I bel i ve it is right and proper to have 
t.he owner or his/ her r prc enlative present. 

I apologise in advance if I pounce on you 
when you h;we just land cl and are still with 
your glider. This is the best time to c<Hry out 
random audit inspection_ with m inimum 
inconvenience to your flying enjoyment. 

I have two issues to raise with private 
owners ari sing from the snapshot inspec­
tions I have made so far: 

1. D ispla' of BGA number. Most of tlw 
aircraft do not have the BGA number dis­
played on the fin or fuselage; th is is oi 
requ irement in add ition to your competition 
or tri -graph reoistration mark. 

The BGA number should he displayed on 
a ver tica l suriace in a contrasting colour ide­
ally 25mm (1 in) high letters on at least one 
side of the aircraft. 

2. Disp lay of BGA C of A ti ·ket. Again, 
most of the ai rcraft do not have a va lid C of 
A or 30-day ticket inside the aircraft. This is 
a requirement because it proves the C of 1\ 
is va lid. Your inspector will attach a 30-clay 
ticket on completing the inspection while 
the C of A renewal is being processed, and a 
sticker is returned wi th the renewed C of A 
to replace the 30-day ticket in your aircraft. 
Please do so as soon as you can. 

GLIDER trailers - <1 va luable investment, a 
ne essary evi l or encumbrance - w hatever 
your view, for the vast majority of gliders the 
trailer is its main home. You may now be 
consigning your glider to its winter hiberna­
ti n. Consider the envi ronment you intend 
to store it in . Thi s does directlv affect the air­
worthiness of the aircraft, w hether made of 
wood, metal or composite materials. 

Dcnnp or leaking trailers encourage many 
forms of fungi.ll artack or corrosion, some 
wil"l1 fancy long names like Coniophora 
cerebella (\1\iet Rot) ;:md M erulius lacrymans 
(Dry Rot). These Jnd their many cousins 
would love to make a mea l of your cher­
ished glider given h<1lf a chance. 

Obviously, gliders corislructt'cl from hatur­
al materi als arc more at risk and these arc 
the veri' candidates with o lder trailers. On 
the other hand, metal and composite gliders 
Me not immune. Most metal - be it steel or 
aluminium - will corrode, given the right 
conditions, a scratch in the paint or coating, 
and a dissimilar unprotected joint will try its 
best to revert to i ts natur;-rl st;:rte. Composite 
tructures arc mostly hydroscop ic nnd will 

absorb water. When the 1 mp r<Jture tall 
below freezing and th water expands, clam­
aged or weakened structure is the result. 

The main storage problems are, firstly, 
ingress of water; second, drainage; and 
thirdly, but by no means last, ventilation. 

Water Entry: A leaking roof, sides or floor 

A ton at Inter-Club 
SEVEN ~nth us i asti c leagues- including, for the first time 
in a decade, one from Yorkshire- conwrged on Hus Bus 
for the lnt •r- lub League Final, writf's Mike }ef(eryes. 

Taking f.lart w ere Southclown GC (Sou th-Eastern Le<lgue), 
Yorkshire GC (Yorkshire), Midland GC (Rockpo lishers), 
Oxford GC (Midland), Bath, Wilts & North Dorset GC 
(Southern), Essex & Suffolk (East Anglian ) and The 
Soaring Centre (Eastern). Sund<1y, the only contest day, 
was well anticipated by Paul Crabb who then showed us 
how to fly. I believe his 104km/h was only the third 
" ton" at a final. Thanks to The Soaring Centre for making 
us so welcome and congratulations on winning all three 
c lasses. Left to right: Richard Large, Tom Burton, Rolf 
Tieterna and PJul Cr<1bb (all Hus Bos) and Mike )effery ·s 

December 2000 ~ January 2001 

can let water in. Check with " garden hose 
and spray i1ttachment. Fix e1ny leak . 
Remember the point where water appears 
inside may be some distance from the extcr­
n<~l entry point - so che k those seams. 

Drainage: If water gets in (through an 
open door, a wet glider or dripping from a 
bJIIast tJnk), make sure it can drain away. 

Ventilation: 1\ little water inside can easi­
ly turn ihlo water vapour· on a nice warm 
autumn dav. These sweJt boxes are idea l 
conditions for fungi or corrosion. M ake sure 
you have adequate functioning ventilation. 

Maintenance: Al l the mechanical items 
on your tr<1 iler require maintenance. M,1ybe 
just a clea n <1ncl operational check, or a full 
service. TI1is includes coupl ings, wheels, 
brakes·, tyres, light and ele tries, stowage 
and fittings. TrJiler m<Jnufacturers pub lish 
some very good guid 'S. VVhy not use one of 
their maintenance schedules, amended if 
necessary? After all, it is in your best interest 
to make sure your trailer is full y service­
able/lega l J ll year. Try landing out in );muary 
-and it takes your vol unteer crew two hours 
to fix the lights or free a seized coupling. li 
you don 't replace a worn tyre for £35 you 
,He putting at ri sk a glider WOrth, say, 
upwards of £50,000. 

Image: Consider, as well, the image you 
crea te. The public normally sec us in the air, 
and marvel at ''how does it stay up without 
an engine?" or "Look at that - fantastic". 
Next thing they s e is a scruffy, once-w hite­
turning-green trailer crawling along with a 
wonky wheel, no lights, held together with 
duct tape. Which image do you think sticks? 
The last one. Not all trailers can be brand 
new, but they can all he looked alter, and 
given the best possible maintenance at low 
cost ensuring safety on the road and in the 
air. Make your trailer the best advert possi­
ble for gliding, rc'presenting the dedicated, 
highly-skilled body of r ople w ho make up 
our Association . 
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CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

A pair o 
socks, 
or. •• 
... something you really want for Christmas. 
We suggest you leave S&G lying around 
the house open at these two pages 

The Soaring Pi/or's Manual 
hy Ken Sre ll 'Ur! 
Air/ij(' Pu/J/ishing 
BGA shop. 0116 253 1051 
£22.00 inc UK p&p 

This book, which fo llows on from 
The Glider Pilot's Manual, clims to 
introduce pilots who have m<Jstered the 
basic ski lls to the joy and frustration of 
soaring. lt seeks to provide a complete 
guide to Jll forms of lift and how to 
exploit t·hem. The focus is on norm,l l 
British conditions- thermic cross-country - but ridge, wave 
and sea-breeze front soaring are also wel l covered. The for­
mat is theory followed by practical app l ication: the 
former is c learly and simply expiJ ined; the latter is down­
to-earth and useful. For what is bas ica ll y a textbook, it's 
surprisingly readable. The 380 pages cont,1in an impressive 
amoun t of information about soaring techniques; none of it 
revolutionary, but well organised and comprehensive. The 
book is structured into three prugr<:ssivc sections, the fir. t 
dealing with basic soaring, the second w ith cross-country 
fly ing, and the third, a guide to personal improvement and 
development. ScJttered through the text are short stories, 
which add human ;md narrative interest. The wri ting is 
lucirl; simple and precise, but relaxed enough for the oclcl 
humourous aside. There are plen ty of diagrams which are 
generally well constructed and a good <lid to understandi ng. 
it's inva luable to new soaring pilots, saving years of tr ial 
and error. Also useful for completing or refresh ing the 
knowledge of pilots up to Gold/first comp standar·d. Now 
all that's needed is decent weather... Jessica Pennant 
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by Michael Bird 

£23.45 inc UK p&p 

"Don't read it in bed, .. 

says Canadian Tony 

Burton in Free Fligl1t. 

"you'l/lose sleep and 

your laughter will wake 

the neighbours . .. 

O:ec Erear Flying Suir 
O:l:'e Leisure 
H'\1 '\\'.l>:ce.co.u/.:. 

f/50 .00 inc VATIUK p&p 

Noted as I am at Ca irngorm GC 
(Feshicbridge) for my meticulous 
altenlion to my dress, I was 
nominated to eva luate the one-piece 
Ozee flying su it. Its outer IJyer is 
claimed to be waterprooi, winclproof 
and permeable to water vapour from 
the body (sweJty pilots are tactful ly not 
mentioned). This is lined w ith a micro 
insu lating layer, quilted onto J nylon 
inner lining. All this weighs in at 1 .Skg. 
There are long, double-action zips on the outside leg, from ankle to hip, 
and with this w ide opening I can easi ly put it on while wea rin g ski boots. 
The single fron t zip up the chest is also double action, open ing from the 
top or bottom, enabl ing access for a very important mJie function on long 
flights. I'm 'ta ll , sl im and fit ' and the su it fitted wel l, with adequate arm­
length, often a prob lem for me. The elasticated wrist-cuffs sea l wel l, as do 
the ankles. There are two chest pockets and two trouser-type hip pockets. 
All have protective covers over the zips. The double action leg zips allow 
access to the pockets oi trousers worn under the suit. UnfortunJtely, all the 
pockets arc inaccess ible when you arc weJring a parachute and strapped 
into a seat. 
I first tried it on a cold, windy, showery October morning whi le wearing 
shorts and T-shirt underneath. I was blown on by a ch ill south-westerly and 
rained on from time to time, to my complete indifference; I was warm and 
snug. lnitiJI jests (you can guess!) irom fe llow cluh members slowly turned 
to envious looks. Furthermore my bare hands didn't gEc·t cold due to the 
excellent arm insulat ion. In the back oi a draughty Bocian I was comfort­
able and warm, the high col lar keeping me snug from the ga les whistling 
through the leaky rear canopy sea ls. When flying my trusty Skylark 4, I 
suifer from cold feet due to draughts and here the Ozee suit helped a lot, 
although the tops of my boots were too low to be covered by the su it's 
elastic ank le cuffs. The rest of me was comfortably snug without over-hc<Jt­
ing ewn when the sun came out. For rea lly cold conditions, more than 
shorts and T-shirt under the (lying suit might be pr·eferable. 
GreJt for T-21 pilots all year round (wear high-ankled boots) Great for 
skiers in co ld conditions. OK for paragliclcr pi lots (just a lack of accessib le 
pockets; wear high-ankled boots). Designed for microlight and hang-glider 
pilots. Great ior Jirfielcl posers- beats sh ivering in tatty jeans and sweat­
shirt. For glider pilots- this flying suit w ill definitely keep you warm, dry 
Jncl comfortable on the airfield with no gaps for w ind to creep in. So, if 
you ,1re a glider pi lot and into ski-ing/snowboardinglmicrolighting/hang­
gl iding/paragl idi nglposing, I can recommend th is multi-purpose fl ying suit 
for pract ica lity and comiort in cold conditions. Ray Lambert 

£3 1.50 inc UK p&p 

If you don 't 

already have this. 

prepare tor a 

treat. Cross­

Country Soaring 

is a classic 

by Edward Hull 
London GC, Tring Rd. 

Dunstable LU6 2JP 

£9.99 plus £2 UK p&p 

(also from BGA shop) 

This club history ( 7930-

2000) reveals the roofs of 

their sport to newer pilots 

and will bring back fond 

memories for veterans 
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Narrmr-!Jrimmed soari11g ha! 
WWII'.glirlillgshup.c·onl 
Price f5.00 inc UK p&p 
(bulk clu!J ordns possible) 

If you want to get ah c::acl, get a good 
hat. Keeping a good lookout is point­
less if you can't see beyond its brim. 
This hat's brim is onlv about I in at 
the front, as vou can 'see from the 
picture wher~ it has been placed 
under <J conventional hat. Made from 

Solario 
Firrhird UK!wwH'jtrehirduk.com 
() 1404 891685 
Price f99.99 plus f2 .99 U K p&p 

1 om;,, cotton, it sits unobtrusively on tl1e head so that after a while 
you forget it's there - and it does exactly what a good hat should . lt 
can even be used to wipe maps cl ean after fli ght! The smaller brim 
means you do need to protect your nose with sunblock, but you 

The Solario is a neat, solar-powered, 
audio-only vario from hang-gliding and 
parugliding which would be useful to 
those without an audio vario or who 
want a back-up (no batteri es to forget! ). 
Mounted on top of the panel it 
appecl red quite responsive, but not over 
responsive. lt will indi cate pull-ups. You can adjust its settings to 
get the volume and sink thresholds you require, although th e 
steps jump from 1-3m/s Jnd Jn intermediate setting would be J 
useful improvement. We tried it in a K-21 and a Mosquito and it 

can buy some well wacky colours nowadays... Jed Edyvean worked quite well. Paul Robinson 

The Vinltige Gliding 
Club 

28lh Intemational 
Rally 

Tibenham Nt1rlolk 
England 

Vintage Glida C!uh 
28th lnlernwional Rally 
Oll'tiwrpe Productions 
01949 81713 
Price tt:!..OO +£1.00 p&p 

If you want to see some 
of the world's most 
beautiful vintJge gliders 
in J ll their colourful 
glory this video is for 
you. The flying scenes 
are magical, from 
Grah<Jm Saw's peerl ess 
ac robatic perform<Jnce 
in his 1949 Lunak to a 

host of marvellous in-flight shots. lt could, perhaps, 
have done with a little more editing, but that said, 
it's J super insight into the fascinatin g, and at times 
entert<Jining, world of the Vintage GC. A pleasant 
way to spend a winter's afternoon should the 
launchpoint lose its attraction ... 

Essential Towing 1-/wtri/Jook 
Philip Coyne 
Good hookshops 
£9.99 

Nick Wall 

You'll never believe there's 
so much to towing until you 
read this 196-page book 
- but it might just help 
keep you and your trailer 
on the straight and narrow. 
A must for syndicates plan­
ning to transport their toy. 

Subscription 
BGA shop 

0116 253 1 051 

£20 inc UK p&p 

US $43 (airmail) 

US $33 (surface) 

Meteorology and Flight: 
A Pilot's Guide 
Third edition 
Tom Bradbury 
BGA, 0116 253 1051 
Price £17.50 inc UK p&p 

Everything you wanted to 
know about weather and 
flying condensed into an 
easily comprehensible 
classic volume. Plenty of 
photos and well-drawn 
diagrams help to explain 
it all. Tom doesn't just 
explain the weather 
- waves to convecUon, 
METARs to TAFs- but 
uses his years of gliding 
experience to tell you 
how to fly in it, too. 

Gassebner, 
Prost & 
Baitinger 
Motorbuch Verlag 

Postfach 103743 

70032 Stuttgart 

Pilot 's Swwna 
Tigrr & Tyger/01695 575 112 
f/5.50 inc UK p&p 

When Frank Tredrey wrote 
this book in 1935 he was 
2 7 yea rs old. Through its 
pages you can share his 
triJ!s and tribulations as he 
strives to pass the RAF 
Central Flying School 
course. The writing is vivid 
and compelling, 

PILOT'S 
S l ' :\1 .\I E !{ 

~ 
~:;. 
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carrying the reader into the air in the Avro Tutor to 
share Trec\rey's mistakes, successes and pleasures. 
But Pilot's Summer is more than a flying book. it is 
also an evocative social history, redolent with the 
atmosphere of the RAF between the IVJrs. The 
customs and rituJ!s are brought vividly to life in 
the multitude of polished vignettes interspersed 
between the flying passages. Both as a flying di ary 
and as a portrait of RAF life in the 1930s, this book 
is sheer deli ght. John Alii son 

W!II G~ PA~ 

Wingspan 
HMV!w ww.hlltl'.co.ttk 
£9.99 
Ja zz and gliding- neat. 
I believe this CD's cover 
shows an SB-11, and on 
the rear there's a picture 

I! of the Genesis. The 
music is by a sextet led 

by pianist Mulgrew Mill er. Of course I had to buy 
it as a coll ector's item once I'd seen it, but I struck 
lucky. it's a great jazz disc: an ideal gift for any 
jazz- loving, glider-flyin g person! Peter Fuller 

David Millett 
From: 27 Scotforth Rd. 

Lancaster LA 1 4TS 

£13.95 plus £1 UK p&p 

Buy someone you 

love the next year's 

issues (or persuade 

someone to buy them 

for you) 

DIE 
SCHONS 

SEGEL­
FLUGZEUGE 

The ultimate coffee-table 

book - even if you can't 

read German, just look at 

those stunning photos: 

from Std Libelle to SB 10 

A gripping novel. 

Anyone who has flown in 

a Lancaster or glider will 

know at once that the 
author has "been there .. 

- Eric Boyle 
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PLATYPUS 

An open and shut case 

A BREAK-IN .J t th e Bristol & Clos CC last 
summer caused one of th eir pilots to miss 
his 750km Diploma. Th e police, for once 
arriving with in CC>nvcnic.•nt promptitucle, 
immediately decided the burgled hanga r 
area was a Crime Set ne, and nothing was 
to be m oved until they had ploclrle cl 
throuBh the e viden 'e. By the time the cops 
had finished, a crucial hour had been lost, 
and so was the Diploma. 

Some might think this limn>~ but I was 
deeply m oved as I read the sad m le late 
lasr night, and I soon slipped into a reverie, 
aided by a dram or two of Clenfiddich, 
wondering how I might have behaved in 
similarly stressful c ircumstances .. . 

t\t the first glimmcrings of what I<Jst night's 
forecast promis-e! t h a super day, a 
bledry-ey ,d PI t stumb les into the cluiJ 
office adj . inin t5 the tug hang r. EJgerly he 
switches on th e compu ter Jnd confirms 
thilt wonderfu l prognosis: 12 hours of 
strong thermal s and 6,000it clouclhc~ses . 
He gives a little croak of joy: the first c•ver 
1 ,000-kilomct re FAI tri<lllglc in the UK is 
within his grasp! He steps across to the 
Hewlett -PackJrcl printer - and finds he has 
trodden in something sti cky. What's thi s? 
He we clcll es ov r to th light swit h. 

The Unstab le lub's only other star long­
distance pilot is lying there, stone dead in a 
poo l < f blood. The sa fe door is open; the 
safe empty. The miscreant has obviously 
b~e n su rpri sed in the coursE' of his thi ev ing 
by a vis itor even more eager than Pial to 
get the grea t forecast as ea rly as poss ibl e. 
The bu rglar must have wung ilt hi s victim 
w ith the nearest heavy object th ,1t came to 
hand - the mass ive Rav Stafford-AIIen two­
se,lter trophy. a T-49 C;psta n cast in 
bronze. Th ' n made ofi with the Club 
tak ings for the past month - a deri sory 
amount, but let it pJss. Plat has read 
enough cheap crime fi cti on ro know that 
rigor mortis has set in. By now the thief is 
in London or Birmingham. Hot pursuit is 
out of the question. Det;J iled po li ce work 
will be necessa ry. 

"Omigod," he thinks. 
Suddenly, footsteps and cheerful voices. 

Ptl ni c! Other member are arriving to st:>i ze 
tl1e day. Franti e<:1 lly Plat drags the stiffening 
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body behind a desk and pull s a CMpet over 
the stain, then moves swiftl y ou t of the 
office towa rds the hangar. 

"Hey, Plat, wc>'re just going to the 
computer for a forccJst." 

"No need. it 's mcga . Let's get the tugs 
and the gliders out to the launchpoint now1" 

"G<)Sh, you're in a tea rin g hurry this 
morni ng!" 

"So wou ld you be in my shoes : this is 
The Day. Hilton Cup here I come, 
champagne ;:111d free IJunches Jnd 
beautiful girl s and 1 5-knot I ift, fl y-fishing 
and bea utiful girl s and free gliders .. " 

" Piat, don't you think an 8.30 take-oH is 
a hit early even for a pilot of your sk ill and 
experi ence, espec iall y w ith 700ih of wa ter? 

"Don't worry about m', 1oung fe ll ct . \Net 

PJ.EASE WTPE 
YOUR FEET 

distinctive footprints 

or dry, I ca n fJI-lY these ridges like< violi n. 
I' ll get going well before the thermals stcut." 

" I' ll give you a ca ll to see how you're 
gettin g on." 

"Er, don't bother. Radio 's been on the 
blink." 

Plat slips th · tuggie a 1Jrger-than-usu,11 tip 
to make sure he get. first l<1unch. He then 
read ie himself in the cockp it, presenting to 
the small crowd a picture of focused se lf­
possession that is totall y ou t of chara ·ter. 

"There he goc , just clea ring the bou ndary 
fence- and not ground-loopi ng thi s time 
either. Amazing how the prospect of being 
in the Guinness Hook of Records 
conccnt,·at ~s the mind, as D1· John. on 
nea rl v said." 

" I rh ink it was the prosp •et of being 
hilnged in a fortnight." 

All is quiet. 
Then the distant wail of a siren, gettin g 

closer. Over the brow of the slope comes a 
pol ice c.J r, no, three pol ice cars, bouncing 
across the lumpy terrain to the lau nchpoint. 
Inspectors and other ranks poUI- out. 
The story of how they were called hy J hys­
terical c leani ng-woman is hri fly to ld to the 
stunned members. 

"We must apprehend thi s brute. Very 
distinctive footprints in the blood, so rt of 
webbed. Th<:ll must narrow it down. I guess 
you don 't get many w b-footed hom icide I 
m<1ni;1 cs here, not even in thi s club. 
Where's his ' etaway vehic lel " 

Al l finger· point at a speck three mil es 
away, low on lvinghoe Beacon . 

"Moti ve twofold: neerlecl cash to pay for 
new 31-metre glidt:> r, AND didn 't mind 
putting his nearest riva l out of the way 
when he 1.vas C<Jught. You to ld me everyone 
s, id he w as p1·ctty dangerous?" 

"Well yes, but not in that way," say the 
club cha irman thoughtfull y. 

"What's the glider ca ll ed, so we Cilll put 
out a generJI <Jiert?" 

'' ET!\, it means-" 
"Str •wth! That's a terrori st orga nisati on. lt 

all fi ts! Whore's he goi ng?" 
"He sJ icl he was going to do a thousand 

kilometres - " 
Impatientl y the detective- inspector 

spreads out a map of Europe, and w ith the 
help of a large pair of compasses draws an 
arc of a thousand kilometres ' radius from 
Unstable Downs. 

"Right, Sergea nt Tomkin s, I w, nt you to 
all Interpo l ;md ask th rn to be ready to 

in tercept thi s hilppie <J t , ny air fie ld on a 
line from Bilbao through Avignon, MiiJn, 
Innsbruck, Prague and Berlin . I'd say we've 
got the blightt'r more or less cornered, 
wouldn't you agree, · h, Sarge?" 

Advice to the editors 
of club newsletters 

The biggest hate uf editors of mags for 
mJII assoc iations is no t the printer or ev n 

the Club Committee, it is the members w ho 
airil y promise to write articles but arc 
completely unreliable and out of contro l. 
There are no greed or fea r buttons for the 
hapless ed itor to press. 

The di fference between an illndteur and 
a profess iun;:d journJ I ist is not thJt the 
latter writes more vividly, more mov i ngly or 
more wittily. The difference is simply that 
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the pro (on pain of havi ng to look for other 
means of feedi ng his fa mil y) sti cks to the 
a signed top ic, keeps to d spec ified number 
of words, gets people's names ri ght and 
delivers copy on time. He doesn't get 
miffed if the editor hacks it about after the 
cheque is cashed. All this is worth any 
amount to a harassed ed itor, be the content 
as dull as ditchwa ter. The poor editor 
doesn't even mind if the writer uses every 
c li che in the book, tor exJmple: "dull as 
ditchwa ter," so long as it fits the hole on 
the page on the due date. 

The output of the Jmateur writer, 
by contrast, is like Ogden Nash's ketchup: 

" \!\!hen first you shake th e ketchup bottle, 
Nothing'// come, rhen a lot'//." 
You spend months on th e phone or in 

the club bar, try ing to persuade someon e 
who has done a fant<1stic fli ght to write 
1 ,UOO vvords Jbout it. Then, just when you 
have given up, cowed by threatening let­
ters from the phone company, <mcl the edi­
tor's bri be fund (a lway. much too small ) 
having run out of beer-money, a manu­
scrip t arri ves unannounced w ith a grea t 
thud on the doormat. All in bare ly- leg ible 
longhand, thi s screed ri va ls War and Peace 
and Gone with the W ind in sheer bulk. 
Now you just try cutting it down to the 
size you asked for in the first place. Talk 
abou t umbrager 

I could write a Dale Carn egie book in 
reverse. Instead of How to m,lke friends 
and influence peo1Jie thi s would be cJIIed 
How ICJ lose frivncls and alienate people. 
All you have to do is become the editor of 
a publication or a small community. Edit a 
loca l newspaper, J pari sh magazine or a 
club newsletter (a ny club: golf, croquet, 
pigeon-breeding, ferreL-fancying, the more 
ingrown the better). lt is much sa fer to edit 
i1 nationalncwsp,lper with scrc<~ming heJd­
lines del iberJtel)' intended to give offence 
and infl ame rage: the ed itor li ves hundreds 
of miles aw<Jy, hi!s an ex-directory phon ·' 
number, nobody knows what he or she 
looks like and the editorial off ice isn't like 
a fortress, it is a fortres . And vou have tota l 
power ver your writers. Bliss: 

With il small journal you ca n giv ' inerJd­
icahlc oifence Jnd inflame apop lecti c rage 
w ithout even knowing it till you get the 
furious phone call at three in the 
morning from someone who's been reading 
Lh e c lub magazine as a cu re for insomnia 
(usually infallible). He has found that you 
corrected his miss-spelling of "its" . Or 
you 've let someone else write very mildly 
that th e insomniac's carrots at last week's 
Shovv wen: perh aps not quite up to their 
f rmer wondrous st<cl ndards oi length, 
thi ckn ess Jnd redm~ss, although their 
fl avour is still renowned. The insomniac is 
now wide awa ke and writing to the 
Choirman to get you dismissed from your 
unpaid post, and more worryingly to his 
lawver to hav vou su cl down to you r 
socks. ' 

Get a life. Appl y for the edi to r's chdir at 
the News of the World. 

December 2000- January 2001 

Olympian depths 

There is still a hankering by glider pilots , or 
dt least by some bigw i g~ in this great 
movement of ours, for gliding to be an 
Olympic sport. When I was last in Sydney 
(0 wondrous town!) I was to ld that gliding 
has been on a ca ndidJte- list of Olympic 
events for yea rs but has never quite made it 
to th e top, when some committee selects 
the cream (or the scu m, depending on 
your point of view) of sports, such as 
synchronised drowning <1nd Black Belt 
or igam i. The one exception would h<Jve 
been in 1940, when sad ly the world 's fin est 
glider pilots were preoccupied with other 
thin gs, such as re;:nrang ing London's 
appalling Vi ctori an architec ture. 

In the days of the Cold War the 
Ol ympi cs were tainted by intern ational 
po liti cs. The good news now is th <:Jt 

v ·· · 

when I was last in Sydney 

intern at ion al po liti cs no longer drives The 
Games. The bad news is the1t international 
money drives them instead, and even 
more relentl ess ly. The USA's National 
Broadusting orp had paid so much 
money fo r th e U rights t The Games thi s 
year that the on ly way back to so lvencv 
was to maximise advertising revenue. This 
in turn mean t getling the lar t poss ible 
fema le audience. The cu rrent belief 
amongst Madison Avenue ad agencies is 
that women are three times more 
susceptible to telev ision commercials than 
men. This gross slur upon the female sex 
has gone unchallenged. Where it ca me 
from I don't know, but it was not around 
when I meJsured telev ision audiences for a 
living, nor when I published magazi nes for 

women. Wh,1t is a more concrete fact is 
that ;.\meri ca n women spen d all the 
money: they now determine the rnake o f 
ca r the family wi ll use (the man is allowed 
choose the engine size and colou r so he 
fee ls in charge) and even decide what 
clothes their husbands aren't going to look 
sill y in, regardless of comfort. Which is as it 
should be, of course. 

But the effect on the content of Olympic 
television transmiss ions has been 
devastating. Just when some obscure Greek 
-whose ancestors invented the Games in 
the first place - is about to jump for J 
world record and an Olympic Gold Medal, 
the cameras will switch to an interview 
with a young woma n from lndiilnJ who has 
overcome a traumati c childhood (well it 
w<l s her· boyfriend's ni ece, ac tually, but she 
felt it deeply herself) to achieve 
15th pl ;:u:e in ballroom dancin g or some 
such. Such swi tches do not represent 
clumsiness on the part of NBC, nor 
misplaced patriotism, but ca lcu lated 
markcti ng poli cy. 

So the only way glid ing is going to g 
any coverdge is to ensure that a glamorous 
young female team from th U , 
preferably each one w ith a tear-jerking 
past, takes part, and i c llowed to get 
th rou ··h to the Finals. Men, espec iall y 
foreigners, wi ll get covcruge only if they 
crash spectacularl y right in front of the 
GJ meras. Vo lunteers for thi chore w ill be 
handsomely compensated (or thei r next of 
kin will be) from a slush iund. 

As,, consultc1 nt to compan ies tendering 
for broadcasting ri ghts to the nex t Games, 
and a long-time expert in wh<lt women 
want (even if they don't always ge t it) I am 
prepared to ta ke comrni ss iuns from gliding 
movements ar unci the globe. Brown 
envelopes stuffed with used fiity-clo iiJr bills 
or tw nty-pound notes will do ni cely. No 
Euros, p lea c. 

(You might a.s well oin•ncl all nationalities 
equally, I suppose?- Eel. ) 

mdbird@dircon.co.uk 

The F'lai)'PU' i>.tpt'r~: tilt y ye.:>r> oi pi/or/"'' pilot,l!if' 
( h.~rdbJck , 12'"x/JS'. H.D P"~ ·s. 1 DD ,lflc>nn>) ~<JSI> 

£1 q_g ;; plus£ .SO p&r from ww1v.hikoki.clirc oll. L[).uk 

rei 01464 f>l422 3. cmJil hik ki• ~di rcon .co.uk \ . 

,md from the BCA shop (se<' ins<'rl in lhis issuer ~ 

GLIDER WINCHES 

Free demonstrations taking 
place now - phone for visit. 

OVER 20 NOW SOLD! 
"it's like going up on Rails" 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST DELIVERED TO CHILTERNS G. C. (RAF 
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Club/site FaciiUies Ridges 
Photo: Oliver Ward. Symbols: Jon Hall, HRA 
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Bannerdown/Keevil 3A M80 R£0 G£0 Wt3 A£1 3 W estbury 5 NW 270>330 12 5 w D B 
C F I 01 249 890077 .J. ~y Roundway w 230>270 12 5 w D B 

A GSA club; visitors welcome but need own glider to fly solo. Other ridges need lhermals to reach 

Black Mountains/Talgarth 7S M 50 R£7 G£4 A£17 B lack Mou n ta ins 90 A ll 220>090 7 16 A ODD B 

Site 01874 711463 ... 8'S 
B rec on Beacons 95 NW 300>330 10 20 A DD B 
M1les more ridges for XC pilots, and wave transit easy from ridge. Check ride essential for site familiarisation 

Borders/MIIfield 3A M110 R£6 G£0 A£17 Yeavering Bell 3 NE 040 12 13 A ODD B 
S ec 01670 790465 ... ~~B'B~ Y Tors 4 NW 270>320 10 15 A ODD B 

Many other ridges plus good wave : easterlies tend to bring low cloud. Open all week in autumn 

Bowland Forest/Chipping 4A M120 R£R G£0 Wt3 W est Bowl 2 w 250>340 10 10 w ODD c 
CFI 01995 61267 .J. H®LB'B East Bowl 2 SE 040>170 15 10 w DD c 

Access to more ridges lrom East Bowl and wave in N and E winds. Open Wed. Fri. W/ends 

Bristol & Glos/Nympsfield 7A M195 R£0 G£0 W£6 A£11 North 3 N 31 0>040 12 5 w DD p 
Office 01453 860342 t ~~B'Srn y West 2 w 250>320 14 4 w DD p 

Other longer ridges for the adventurous: strong northerlies will limit who can fly 

Cairngorm/Feshiebridge WE M45 R£10 G£0 W£6 A£19 F ront hill 2 NW 230>360 10 16 w ODD p 

C lub 01540 651317 ... ~®LB'B~Y Middle/Bowl 6 w 180>320 10 24 A ODD B 
Other ridges to 20 miles: wave in most wind directions. Strong easterlies shut site. When good, it's spectacular 

Carlton Moor/Carlton Moor WE M15 R£0 Wt4 Club , NW 320 10 8 w D c 
Just turn up to fly club g liders t North 6 NW 350>050 10 8 w D c 

Visiting gliders rarely permitted but visitors can fly club's gliders (www.carltonmoorgltdingclub.org.uk) 

Connei!Oban WE M20 R£R G£0 W£4 Ben Lora 4 s 120>240 5 10 w DD p 
See notes. right ... B'S~ Ben Lora 2 NW 280>330 8 8 w DD p 

A small club with super ndges. but launching difficulties currently preclude visitors 

Cornlsh/ Perranporth 7S M60 R£5 G£0 W£5 A£10 D ros ky n 2 NW 270>360 10 3 w D p 
CFI 01 726 842798 t ~B'B~ Y Hells Mouth 10 NW 270>360 12 3 A 0 a 

These are sea cliffs and better in winter 

Deeside/Aboyne 7A M130 R£6 G£0 A£18 Pana nic h Wells 2 N 350>050 10 7 A D B 
Club 01339 885339 .J. H®LB'B~ Y Other ridges for the brave. but realty a prime European wave site 

Denbigh/Denbigh 7A M65 R£7 G£0 Wt7 A£20 C lwydian Ra ng e 23 w 200>330 10 15 w ? 8 
Office 01 745 813774 ... ~ ~ ~ Llantisi lio M ts 10 NE 270>020 10 15 A ? s 

8'6 cc· 
Uantisilio is a landout unless wave found- common if wind SW>W. Superb scenery and 717 operation 

Derby & Lancs/Camphill 7A M200 R£R G£0 W£5 West 2 w 240>320 10 3 w DD 8 
01298 871270 t ~ ~HB'B~ Y South 3 s 150>220 15 4 w DD p 

Many other ridges to explore plus wave in most winds from SW>E: closed winter Mon!Tue 

Devon & Somerset/N Hill 4A M180 R£0 G£0 W£4 A£15 Wes t Ridge NW 230>330 15 6 w DD B 
Sec 01392832 836 t ~B'S~m South R idge <1 s 160>200 15 5 w D B 

Some nice local ridge flying, wave can also occur in most wind directions excepl NE to SE 

Dumfries/Falgunzeon WIE M20 R£R G£0 W£4 Plascow R ig 3 w 230>320 10 12 w ODD p 
01 387 760601 /268428 tB'S In winter, Sundays only 
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Eas t Sussex/Ringmer 

Contact : see notes. right 

Herefordshire/ Shobdon 

01531 890807 

Hlghland/ Easterton 

CFI 01343 860539 

Keni/ Challock 

Office am 01233 740274 

Lakes/ Walney 

Sec peter.seddon@te/co4u.net 

London/Dunstable 

Office 01582 663419 

Mendl p / Halesland 

CFI 01749 672791 

Midland/ Long Mynd 

Office 01588 650206 

North Wales/Liantisilio 

Sec 01978 852556 

Scottish!Portmoak 

Office 01592 840243 

Shalbo urne / Rivar Hill 

Sec 01635 867885 

Shenington/ Edgehill 

CFI 01295 680008 

Sout h W ales/Usk 

Sec 01600 713664 

Southdown/Parham 

Office am 01903 746706 

U lsler / Bellarena 

Sec 028 9042 3247 

Vale of Neath/ Rhigos 

Sec 01792 653779 

Vectis/Bembridge 

Sec 01983 883884 

Yorkshire/Sutton Bank 

Office 01845 597237 
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South Downs 50 N 340>030 

~ 
" ! 
Oii , 
" j 
c 
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12 7 A D 
The same ridge as Southdown, but a retrieve is needed. flllp:llmembers.tripod.co.uk!EastSussexG/idingf 

Shobdon 
Wapley 

2 
2 

N 
N 

300>020 10 
300>020 10 

5 
5 

A 
A 

ODD 
ODD 

Both ridges work also in southerly. and extend to NE and SW. Wave normally needs tow, best Oct to Mar 

s 

p 
p 

Rothes Glen 3 W 230>270 12. 8 W ODD P 
Other ridges and wave can ollen be reached 

North Downs 
Wye Ridge 

18 
5 

SW 
w 

210>250 15 
250 15 

Weekends and Weds in winter. fun Downs flying and some wave 

Black Combe 3 W 220>320 15 
lreleth 3 W 240>300 15 
Numerous Lake District ridges work well 1n strong west winds 

Dunstable Downs 4 NW 200>360 5 
Can jump to Chilterns. but needs a bit ol wavelthermal help 

Mendip 15 SW 180>270 10 
Weekends plus Thurs: a nice ridge right on the downwind leg 

West Face 
East Face 

4 
2 

NW 
SW 

260>320 i O 
130>150 20 

3 w 
3 A 

14 A 
8 A 

3 w 

8 

6 
4 

w 

w 
w 

DD 
DD 

DD 
DD 

DD 

DD 

DD 
D 

8 
s 

B 
8 

p 

8 

8 
s 

Other ridges with thermal help: and a reasonable chance of wave (note closed most winter MondaysiTues) 

Llantisilio 3 NW 290>360 i 0 8 W ? C 
Clwydian Range 12 W 250>290 10 15 W ? C 
A new club , Incorporating Vale of Clwyd. Ridges should work well and there are vast areas to explore 

Bishop & Lomond 4 W 180>320 10 12 W ODD 
Ben arty Hill 2 N 320>400 10 1 0 W DD 
NW and N winds give best ridge and wave: most wave flights transit from the ridge 

No name 10 N 330>150 15 6 W 
No name 5 W 270 15 4 W 
Weekends and Weds . Ridges work best Nov to Jan 

Edgehill 5 NW 300>350 15 3 
Works more often in winter without thermal interierence, and launches 717 

Wentwood 
Back Ridge 

5 
2 

NW 
NW 

240>340 15 
250>350 12 

9 
3 

w 

A 
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D 
D 

D 

DD 
DD 

8 
8 

p 
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B 

8 
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Easterlies open up the Black Mis to Hay Blufl and beyond. and wave is possible from ridge transfer points 

South Downs 50 N 340>030 12 7 A D P 
A 'milk run' 130km 0/A can take under an hour. Wave in southerlies 

Benevenagh 8 
Keady & Donalds 1 0 

SW 
w 

180>340 5 
220>320 7 

8 A 
11 A 

Great ridges -combine wi1h a few days in the countryside. Wave also possible 

None 4 N 280>080 10 9 W 
Check fhghl mandatory -an interesting site 

Culver Cliff s 140>220 12 
Visiting trai lers discouraged. but call in it you 're nearby. 

West 
South 
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4 

w 
s 

230>320 15 
180 20 
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Also access to North Ridge at Carllon Bank. Pennine wave can be reachlld tram ridge, and a 717 operation 

WHAT THE LETTERS AND SYMBOLS MEAN Details of ridg es (right hand column): 
Ridge name, length (sU!Iute miles) and direction lt primarily faces, rounded to the nearest 45'· 
Range of wind directions in which the ridge works, shown clockwise to the nearest 10'' 
Minimum wind trenglh (knota) for it to work (it will normally recuire greater strength tor the ful l 
range of wind directions to give good lilt) 

On-site facilities (white column) 

hill top s1te Jl, permanent 1=='"4 you can 9'6 stay locally ~ cale 
A stal( )=='q stay on site (pubiS& B) Ill on site 

hill bottom 
site 

~ training 
'T' courses 

(summer) 

~ carav~ns/ 
<..:OW- campong 

ICC:I 
[gg_:i 

kitchen 
on site y bar on 

site 

Operating days: W E normally weekends & Bank Holidays only. Other clubs have a number 
(the number ol days a week) and letter (A tor all year round: 5 tor summer only). Thus 7A is 
7 days out ol 7 all year ; 7S IS 7 out ol 7 in summer only (check which months with the club 
-it will vary); 45 is 4 days a week in summer. Winter variations are usually given in the notes. 
Club size/charges (rounded to nearest £): M followed by the approx number ol members. 
R£ is the reciprocal membership charge to visiting members of BGA clubs (R£R is 'whatever your 
own club would charge us· ). G£ is lhe daily charge for visitor trailer parking. WC or A£ is the 
typical cost ol a winch launch or aerotow to reach the nearest ridge, NOT for a 2.000/t tow. 

December 2000 - January 200 1 

Its average height above the surrounding area in hundreds of feel (3 • 300ft: 16 = 1.60011) 
Usual launch method (W =Winch: A = Aerotow) to reach it (and land back if it's not working) 
The club's estimate of the typical number of days per year (out of 365) that their ridge works: 
D. up to 40: DD. 40·100: ODD, over 100. Many work better in winter. free of thermal interference 
Pilot experience usually required to fly your own glider solo: P, post-solo : B Bronze (normally 
w1th Cross-Country Endorsement): S, Silver: C, at CFI's or Duty Instructor's discretion . 
These are only guidelines: if you were not brought up at a ridge site and you're new to this one , 
you 'll learn an enormous amount lrom a check flight , so take one. 
Unlisted clubs: Other clubs have ridge access which rnay require retneves. La sham and the 
South London/Surrey Hills club both have access to the South Downs but a retrieve is needed 
(sometimes arranged for Lasham pilots from Southdown GC). Booker pilots fly the Chilterns 
along with London GC. Bath, Wills & North Dorset pilois can join Bannerdown on the 
Weslbury ridge . Cotswold GC pilots can fly on the ridges also used by Bristol & Glos. 

S&G s thanks to everyone who tilled in the questionnaires on which this listing is based 
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ESCAPE TO THE HILLS 

How to 
exploit 
slopes ~~ 
GIVEN a wind, a good imagination 

and reason<1bl e flying ski lls, taking 
to the hill s is not such a bad idea . 

To the flatlander, flying just above the 
backs of th e hill sheep can seem a bit 
daunting, but hill soilring can be lot of fun. 

The basi cs clre very simple: when the 
wind meets a hill it ca n't go around, it has 
to go up; if it goes up faster than you're 
going down, you c limb. The area of best lift 
moves out from the hill , as you c lim b, at an 
angle of approximately 45° irom the mid­
dle of the steepest slope. 

To stay in the lift you fl y parall el to the 
hill heading slightly out from the hill. All 
turns are made out from the hill: th is stops 
you being blown over the hill into the 
curlover effect, w hi ch ca n deposit you fi rm­
ly on the ground in seconds. 

Rules of th e air hav to be ob erved but 
are mod ified sli ghtly; in the U K when hill 
soaring you ca n go left or- ri ght of the other 
glider to overtake 

The head-on situa ti on is more diffi cult 
since with the hill on your right and you 
meet someone head on, you can't turn 
right so they have to - provided they have 
seen you! 

When you have to go round a blind 
corner below hill-top height , you ca nnot be 
sur that someon ' is not coming round the 

other way - and th ere are no white lines to 
keep you in the ri ght lane. You have two 
options: fl y out from the hill before you get 
to the corner and have a look round it, or 
turn back the way you have come <llld 
cl imb above hill -top height. If you ca n't do 
either, then shou ld you be there? 

You have to treat hills w ith respect. To 
fl y in them successfu ll y requires you to turn 
accurately near the ground. There is 
nothing qu ite so frighten ing as, when 'nu 
are sta rt ing to tum away from cl hill, th e 
glider's nose immed iate ly points towards it. 

You have to be ab le to fly accurately 
withou t using too much of a ail ab le brain­
power, b ca use w hen th e traffic level is 
hi gh you will be too busy LOOKING OUT, 
positioning yourse li. LOOKING OUT, 
'Natching th e weather, LOOKING OUT ... 
and so on. 

You also need imagination to pred ict 
where the lift will be and w here other 
aircraft are goi ng to be so you don't fl y into 
an aerial cu i-de-sac. 

Hill sites fa ll into two distinct types: hill 
top, and bottom of the hill. 

Paul Garnham 

Hill top sites 
Generall y th ese ridges are fl own in stronger 
winds so that the li ft takes you high enough 
to be ab le to fly a minimum ci rcuit for a 
safe landing. lt is not recommended to 
ignore the minima- or an unschedu led 
landing at the bottom of th e hill into 
strange, sloping fie lds may be the order o f 
the day. The curlover behind the hill wi ll 
comp lica te th I nd ing, and in some cases 
w inds can r verse in direction in the lee of 
the hill. You w ill be mos tly flying above 
hill-top height, so overtaking on th e hill 
sid is possib le but you may he squeezed 
into the curlover if the pilot ahead 
(unawa re of you) moves in . 

Bottom of hill sites 
The first problem is that you have to get to 
the hill first to be able to soar it; genera ll y, 
this means going downwind to it. Li sten to 
the loca ls (once you get used to the accent 
it's not so d iffi cult). There w ill be rul es of 
thumb which identi fy w hen to abort the 
attempt, to g l you back sa fely to the site. 

You wi ll usuall y have to climb up from 

Always have an idea at which point you will leave the ridge in the 
event of failing to soar successfully- hill sites often have local 'rules' 
for local ridges 

Overtaking takes place upwind 

Never rely on soaring a gentle slope low down as the lift will be 
almost zero and your escape route uncertain 

If you take a thermal off the ridge, fly figure of eight turns to stay 
upwind until you are about 500ft above the ridge and then circle 
normally, opening the turns when facing the wind and tightening 
downwind. Monitor your speed! Remember- many pilots have lost 
their lives attempting to circle below ridge-top height 

Only approach the ridge tangentially. Avoid flying directly at the hill 
and having to turn at the last moment - if you have misjudged the 
manoeuvre you will have to suddenly tighten the turn with all the 
risks that involves 

Speed/proximity to the slope should be adjusted for turbulence and 
reliability of lift: your glider must always be lively (ie, responsive) 

Always have a plan in the event of being drifted or dropped into sink 
behind the ridge and stay situationally aware to avoid the problem 

At ridge-top sites beware of circuit traffic conflicting with soaring 
traffic- circuit traffic tends to be preoccupied with imminent landing 

The glider with the ridge on its right has priority 

If you can't see around the corner, fly wide 

Always have a larger safety margin flying into sun - maintaining 
effective lookout should always be your highest priority 

The glider with the ridge on its left moves to the right in a head on Always turn away from the hill 
situation Pete Stratten 
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below hill-top height, flying very close to f,;' 
the slopes wh re the other traffic can cause 05 

problems. Avoiding conflict and the use of g 
Lhe head-on rule is recomtnended because i 
one of you can 't move, and the other has a. 

to see you whilst concentrating on accurate 
flying without a sensible horizon. 

Most hills have nooks and crannies: 
gullies and bowls which have to be treated 
with care since an alteration in wind 
direction can change them from lift funnels 
into whirlpools with serious ly-sinking air. 
Lift lower down on a hill is unpredictable 
due to shallowing slopes reducing the lift 
or a sharp transition causing a reverse 
bubble of air to form at the base of the hill 
suddenly changing lift into sink. 

Imagination 
By the time I reach the gliding club I have 
a pretty good idea what to expect from the 
day. Imag ine you are a parcel of air: in this 
wind direction where would you go l·vhen 
you reach the hill? Up? Down? Round the 
corner? Will wind shear aloft cut the hill lift 
off in its prime? How likely is it that J se<J 
breeze will form and dump you in sinking 
air? Look upwind for signs of changes to 
the airmass: moist air w ill cause orographic 
cloud to form - you know the type, stuffed 
with rocks- upwind hills wi ll disappear 
first. Playing above orographic cloud can 
be fun but remember it is the hill under­
neath that is giv ing you the lift: if you drift 
behind it you may not get back. 

Bush Telegraph 
Hill-fly ing rules help estab li sh the pattern 
of flying but telegraphing your intentions to 
other aircraft -the aeria l equivalent of 
body language- can help avoid conflicts 
that require the application of the rules. As 
an example, you are just completing a right 
turn at the end of a hill beat and another 
glider is coming towards you. If you ease 
the turn and stav out, the other aircraft can 
slip by on the ir~side and you can tuck in 
just after it passes you . Alternatively if you 
go in close to the hill , the other glider has 
to turn out to avoid you, then do a right 
turn taking it further away from the I ift and 
then has to rejoin the beat if it can. A 
simple Jction to be courteous Jnd 
telegraphing your intent can make life a 
whole lot more enjoyab le for all . Don't get 
into a situation where you have to rely 
sole ly on the other pilot : he/she may not 
have seen you- especially a two-seater 
where th e pupil may obscure the view. 

Congestion 
Everyone wants to pile in the hours but in 
weak conditions or when the numbers of 
Jircraft using the hill arc excessive the risks 
increase. If you are hav ing trouble avoiding 
the other aircraft and your workload is 
increasing, use you r common sense: go in 
and land, especially if you were there first. 

Local knowledge 
Use the locals to advise on where to find 
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U K ridge sites 
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Main picture: the Long Mynd (bungy launch optional). Above.· use this map of UK ridge sites with the table on p18 

lift or, more importantly, where not to go .. . 
so you don't sink out of sight. Hill flying 
takes time to lea rn and even instructors 
have problems converting, so fly dual 
when you visit a hill site and learn from the 
locals. Watch for chang ing conditions, too: 
things can turn nasty very quickly when 
you are sheep-hopping. 

Wave and thermals 
Contrary to popular be lief, we do get 
thermals at hill sites Jnd they are gooct but 
you will find that there are local rules for 
making the transition from one to the other. 
Generally, fl y away from the hill to 
intercept thermals and, when circling, stop 
if you enter hill traffic- it 's like doing a 
360° turn on a motorway: mayhem ensues. 

Look for the signs of vvave and talk to the 

locil ls. As thermals do, it can interfere with 
the hill lift, enhancing it or killing it. This is 
where long-term knowledge of the site is 
important: il can be brilliant, or you may 
be faced with an unscheduled field landing 
from a very low height. 

Have a go 
Hill flying can be demanding and very 
exhilarating: easy one clay and almost 
impossible the next. Treat hills with 
respect, use your imagination and if you 
have a hill site handy visit it regularl y and 
learn its moods. There is soaring after the 
summer thermals- have fun. ~ 
BoiJ. a BCA Senior Regional Examiner. was CO of 

623 C/iding SclluuiiJelure in tructing at Bouker. He 

\vent to IJottom-of-hi/1 Bowldnd Fortlsf in 1973, and was 

its CFI t(Jr 12 yeJrs. He flies MlOO, ASW 158 and K-Bb 
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• No reciprocal membership charges 

• Courses in Field Selection, Navigation, and for Basic Instructors 
_....-31,..__ 

• One to One training, 7 days a week 

• Coaching for Assistant and Full Cat. 

• Well drained site 

AC4 
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Great Fun Great Value 
Surprising Performance 

www.russiasailplanes.co.uk 
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BOW CAN I FIND A NEW GLIDER? 
We at Southdown can source the ideal glider for you. The finding fee is 2.5% which 
includes an on site survey by ourselves or one of our European agents. We will then 
for a fixed fee collect the glider and cany out a C of A inspection so when you collect 
your glider it will be ready to fly . 

WHERE CAN I FIND COMPETITIVE INSUBANCE QUOTES? 
Through ALFAR COVER flight insurance, Southdown can offer a competitive and 
comprehensive insurance package to suit your needs. 

CAN YOU C OF A MY GLIDER? 
With fow· BGA inspectors and ten full tim members of staff Soutbdown can carry out 
your inspection. We can also collect your glider and deliver it back to you ready to fly. 

MY GLIDERS DAMAGED, CAN YOU HELP? 
With over eleven thousand job numbers since we were established in 1950, major 
repairs have been carried out on everything from a Stemme S 10 to a Skylark. 
Facilities include: Full access to a spray oven. 

Dedicated composite bay. 
Low temp curing oven. 
Hot bonder. 
Autoclave. 
Steel jigging system, unparalleled for accuracy when repairing 
your glider. 

DO YOU DO INSTRUMENTS? 
Southdown have become a major stockist of RD Aviation products, some of the items 
we have in stock are: 

Instruments from Borgelt Garmin, Filser, Cambridge, lcom, Winter Sirs 
Compasses and Be ker. 
Accessories including batteries oxygen accessories. tubing, all Tost products, 
tyres and tubes, maps, Camelbak, para hules and maintenan e product 
(cloth, resin etc). 
Goodies include clothing. books, Maglite, Oregon scientific products and much 
more. 

The answer to all your questions. 
SOUTRDOWN AERO SERVICES LTD. 

Lasham Airfield, Lasham, Alton, Rants, GU34 5SR 
Tel: 01256 381359 • Fax: 01256 381816 

E·Mail: info@southdownaero.freeserve.co. uk 

P.S. Watch out for our Christmas promotions which will be arriving at a club 
notice board near you soon. 
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Shenington Gliding Club offers Individual luition 

with Bruno Brown. Spe.cialising in ; 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING COURSES 
INSTRUCTOR WORK UP tRAINING 

GROUND SfUDIES IN ALL GLIDING ASPECTS 

All cou rses will be tailored to your ov"vn requ irements 
but will include: 

.I STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 

.I LAUNCH FAILURE RECOVERY TRAINING 

.I UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

HSAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGEH IS GOOD 

SAFETY THROUGH UNDER­
STANDING IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 

01295 258700 
e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

CONVERT WITH US 
SLMG to PPL 

COURSES from 
£495 

SILVER 'C' SLMG COURSES 
COURSES from from 

£1320 £1000 
!All pri<"' in! VAT ond landing le"'\ 

THE REAL CONVERSION SPECIALISTS 
STOP PRESS! 

We 1an now offer RT 1ourses 

* Aircraft hire: Folke £40PH; Cl52 £75PH; PA28 £BOPH 
* SlMG Courses Available 
* Farmhouse occommodofion 

con be ormnged 

Oxford Airport or Hinlon·in·lhe·Hedge• Airfield, Nr Bonbury 
Tel. 01865 370814 Tel. Mobile 0836 787421 or 01295 812775 
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KENT GLIDING CLUB 
~ 

M_ 
K·E · N • T 
GLIDING CL~B 

Challock, 
Ashford, 
Kent 
TN25 4DR 

> No11h Downs thermal/ridge site 
> Friendly atmosphere 
> Holiday courses- days or weeks 
;.... Good, cheap food/accommodation 
> Beautiful. pcace!'ul sluToundings 
;,-. Comfo11ab\e licensed clubhouse 
> Aerotow and Skylaunch wi nch 
~ Caravan site and picnic area 

Beginners aml experts all well'ome 

Tel: 0 1233 740274 
Fax: 01233 740811 
Web site: www.kent-gliding-Ciub co.uk 

SF 25C Rotax-Falke 
THE IDEAL MOTORGUDER 
FOR TRAINING, SOARING, 
CRUISING AND AEROTOW 

SCHEIBE-FLUGZEUGBAU 
GMBH 

I l-H~22 I l)clc liollt. r\ugust ·Pfali/. ·Sir. 2'J 
To!: UO<iY Hijl -72083 or -72084 • I':tx: ·75WH'S 

UK Contact: Peter Serge Fink 
Tel: 01293 885147 • Fax: 01293 873214 

AUSTRALIA FOR GLIDING? 

BENALLA 
WE'VE GOT IT ALL! 

A site so consistently good that it is the only place 1n AUs!ralfa to 
have had a 1 OOOkm !light for each of the last 3 years. More than 
a dozen records broken here last summer. Over 25 succe$slul 

UK badge !Hghts from Benalla last season . 

I! it's 5 hours or 1 OOOkm that's your aim !hen Benal!a is the place 
to do iL Need a help along? Then Join one of our Cross Country 

or NovEx courses. 
Thermal Soaring • Paddock Landings - Photo Techniques 

Badge and Racing Tasks 
Fleet now updated to include IS28 x4, T61C Falke, PW-5. Jun1or 
x2, Hornet x2, Std Cirru s. Mosquito. DG200. Nimbus 2C. Discus 

B. LS8. LS8118, LS68. LS7- WL. Ventus 2C 1 Bm and N•mbus 
40M (not for solo hire) . Weekly packages available . 

Inexpensive on-site accommodation or nearby mote1s avwlable . 
Easy travel irom Melbourne or Sydney. 

For details contact 
Gliding Club of Victoria 

PO Box 46, BENALLA, Vie 3672, Australia 
Tel: +61 357 621058 • Fax +61 357 625599 

Check our Website for full details: 
www.home.aone.net.aulbenalla_gliding/ 

Email: glidlng@benalla.net.au 

BENALLA- We\·e got it All! 

CO MPUTER LOGKEEPING 

* Free Web Down loads * 
www.turnpike-technics.co.uk 

logStar GC 
Club Management System 

logStar Glider or Power 
Personal logbooks £25 .00 each 

Credit Cards Welcome 
73 Old Turnpike, Fareham, Hants. UK P016 7HF 
Tellfax 01329 221992 • Sales@turnpike·technics.co.uk 

Also available from Nevynn International 01623 634437 

FlightMap U1pgrade 
FlightMap has been upgraded to include: 

::J Airspace map layer. 
0 Analysis of thermals. 
':J Task definition stretching around airspace. 
:J Fully descriptive task briefing sheets. 
:J Page-by-page logbook statistics. 

For further details visit: 

www.flightmap.co.uk 

Or write to: 

FlightMap Software, 3 Lower Grove Road, 
RICHMOND, TW1 0 6HP 

Illustration shows the new airspace layer and includes maps 
which are copyright © Bartholomew Digital Data (1998) 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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SALUTARY SOARING 

Gone with the wind 
ARATTLI NG good racing d<J y in the 

Dunstablc Regionals and a well­
judged final glide. I tell the fini sh 

line I'm one minute away, and open the 
clump val ves. Another fini sher is 50 ya rds 
ahead and a few feet higher. "Must keep 
my eye on him," I think and move my ri ght 
hand to the undercarr iage l ~ve r. 

Check the speed: 120kts, good, now 
over the boundary fence and across the 
fini sh line. Check the airspeed again 
- dow n to 1 OOkts. "INhere 's the other 
fini shcrl " just ahead Jnd pulling up. 
Watching him, I pull up Jfter him, lower 
the gea r w ith a sati sfying c lunk and gl ance 
down Jga in at the ,c\SI. 

Horrurr Where has the speed gone? I'm 
down to just over SOkts and, furth ermore, 
barely halfwJy up Dun,tabl e's ridge. The 
triumphant finish is turning into a can of 
worm s. I sti 11 h.:we to turn tl1rough 1 tlO " to 
land back on the cl ed r area beyond the 
line: the glider does not want to turn at th at 
speed. I lower the nose; the speed still 
hovers around 50. I try to move the stick 
fo rw;ud; it seems immovable. I glimpse the 
other gli der. "Forget him: get on with it! " 

Gingerl y I bank to look into the field and 
glance clown the w ing. The w ingtip Jppears 
to brush the bushes at the foot of the hill. 
(So this is how it happens !) Another 
Herculean effort to push the stick forward 
but the speed slilys pegged at 50kts. Gently 
I ro ll leve l and fl y over the top of previous 
fini shers- white faces look up-- to land 
up the field towards the c lear area near the 
Tring road. 

I sit quietl y for a few moments, contem­
plating what might have happened and 
offer up cl silent prayer of th;111ks to my 
Gu<.1rdian Angel befote opening the ca nopy. 
Climbing out, I gi<J nce b<Jck to 
the ridge and the w indsock. lt was blind­
ingly obv i()ltS - I had I<J nded downw ind, 
worse still , my final glide had taken me 
into a 1 Ok t wi nd which WilS coming 
clown the slope and which had nea tl y 
ki lied off any ga in I hoped to mak from 
exchanging speed for height. 

What had induced me, a S,OOOhr-pil ot 
w ith more competition finishes than I c<J re 
to mention, to fl y into a situati on from 
\.Vhich a spin into the ground off a fin al turn 
was almost inevitable? 

Looking b<Jck, the trouble h<Jd started the 
prev ious day w ith a poorly-judged fin al 
glide necess itil ting a very slow climb six 
miles out in order to get home. This time, 

'In my mind's eye, the wind was 
still in the direction it had been 

at take off' 
I would get it ri ght. And I did, so th at now, 
w ith just two miles to go, I slipped into 
what had become J final glide routine. Tidy 
the cockpit, check height to lose to the 
line, radio call to Jnnounce my fini sh, drop 
the water, monitor ilirspeed, check landing 

- nearly 
area clear and get a w ind speed and direc­
tion from the fini sh line, checking airspeed 
and height over glide slope 
constantl y, Jnd lookin g for other fi f1 ishers. 
Unw illingly, I was now moving into an 
overload situation. 

The finish er ahead was plainl y in view 
;J nd might be a problem although we were 
both at a similar speed. There were Jl so fin­
isher·s behind but they would look after 
th emselv s. In the ru sh of the moment, I 
fa il ed to ilsk for the wind vector and, at the 
speed and height I was at I could not 
afford to take my eye off the Jircraft in front 
nor snatch a glance at the windsock. 

An LS-8 at 120kts will climb 300-S OOft in 
il pull-up into a wind gradief1t, which is 
what I expected - not the miserable and 
thought-provoking 1OOft or so I allowed 
myse lf to be suckered into. How? 

\IVh en we had launched, nc<Jrl y fnur 
hours ea rli er, the w ind on the ground had 
been PARALLEL vvith the ridge but during 
the day it had veered th rough 'lll 0

, il fa ct 
I knew from the readout on the fli ght 
director but failed to correlate w ith the 
Jirfieldlayout. In my mind 's eye, it was still 
in the directi on it had been al take off. 

The other puzz ling factor WilS that 
despite efforts to increil se the speed after 
the pull -up, I found it imposs ible to 
phys ica ll y move the stick forwJrd illthough, 
JS an instructor, I am constantly telling my 
pupil s to do just thal if the speed drops. 
I ca n only put it down to a psychological 
block that the stress of the moment may 
have triggered. it m<J>' expi<Jin how some 
fin al glide accidents have occurred. 

In the bar that evening, covert glances 
came my wily; some puo: l 'd, son1e seriou s 
and some amused. 

O nl y one person approached me: "Thilt 
looked, er, int ' restin g. We reil ll y didn' t 
th ink you'd m<Jke it round the fi nill turn ." 

" Nor did 1." 
" But you've flown here so many times 

before." 
"Yes; il pp,lrentl y, one newr stops \. . 

le<Jrning!" ~ 

Ozee Flying Suits 
From as little as £89.00 you need never be cold whilst flying or on an airfield again. 

The Ozee range of thermal oversuits are suitable for all pilots and ground crew. 
Visit our web site www.ozee.co.uk or contact us on the following address for full details 

including the new Exeat design. 

Ozee Leisure 
RIO 497 London Road, Westcliff-on-Sea, Essex SSO 9LG • TeVFax: 01702 435735 
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occa sions I've mistakenly headed off for a 
distant cu only to realise it's a deceptive 
alto cu. 
Cirrus: this is highly relevant as it may 
move quite rapidly, has n big impact on the 
amount of sun reaching the ground, and 
hence the overall strength of therrnals. 
This is probJbly the single most overlooked 
factor when pilots ev;:duate the sky ahead. 
Although the pi cture may look uninviting 
because of raggL'CI cumulus and little 
sunshine, the root cau se is thickening cirrus 
(or "top cover" as it's sometimes known.) 
lenticulars: these dre not always the 
c \Jssic ellipti cal shape as seen in New 
Ze<:~land, and are not, of course, always 
accessible from low down. However, if you 
spot them, think about the influence they 
may h<lVe on thermal s or ridges: when in 
phase with thermals they can produce 
unexpectedly good climbs, but when out of 
phase, can even stop ridges working at ,lll! 

Terrain 
Watch out for any ridges fac ing into wind 
and avoid flying downwind of these. Also, 
observe whether the ground is conducive 
to good soaring. For ex<:~mpl e , when flying 
in Holl and I found that rivers and their 
surroundings were always difficult, and 
I needed to get high in order to cross them. 

Wind direction 
When interpreting the sky ahead, your 
<:~ware n ess of what the wind is doing is 
criti ca l. Various indicators help us work out 
the wind direc tion on the ground: chimney 
smoke, for starters. lt ca n also be g l e<:~ n ed 
by observing the pattern or rippl es on 
lakes; the upwind edge will show an area 
of fl at water parallel with the upwind bank. 
This is the side of the lake in wind shadow. 
The wind ca n also be found at higher 
levels using, for example, the Cambridge 
GPS-NA\1. Above the clouds, look for tops 
being blown off by differing upper winds. 

Having considered all these factors, how 
do we decide wh~' re to go? As my opening 
example showed, we need to make 
decisions both for the short- ,1nd long-term. 
The trick is to have an overall long-term 
strategy based on the "bi g picture," within 
whi ch you have the flexibility to make 
good short-term dec isions. 

Short-term decisions 
;\\ways have il short-term pl an. Knowledge 
of the wind directi on will help you locate 
lift under c louds, and help you dec ide 
wheth r a ridge will work. Remember to 
constantly monitor the wind strength Jnd 
directi on: it may alter clu e to a change in 
the weather (eg, an approaching front) or 
terrain (bending as it funn els up a voll ey). 

An example of a good short-term pl,ln 
woul d be: "I'll go to the upwind side of the 
c loud Ll head, then I' 11 try the two beyond it. 
If they don't work I' ll try soaring the ridge 
fac ing into wind, and it that doesn't work 
I'll land in the good area of fi elds at the 
bottom." 
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)ay 2J, learned to t1y on Lundon CC 1s c.-~ rlet schemE-' . 

He· has just clucked up 4UOhrs "' " uoss-c,wntry 
/n_')fructor fur the European So~1ring CluLJ in Spr.:1 1n 

and South Africa. Hi., tot.>/ i> dinwst .!,OOOhr' 

Always try to plan a few steps ahead. 
it's always a worry when your last option 
doesn't work out and you're left with 
nothing but a "think bubble" ! 

Follow the best line of energy. When 
thermal soaring, try and 'join up the dots' 
to weave under the best lift whilst still mov­
ing forwards. When ridge-running, pi ck the 
best line of lift - when very low tu ck close 
into the crest, but when higher move out 
from the ridge slightly. When tracking 
along a wave bar, experiment with your 
distance in front of the bar until you find 
the strongest lift. Then try to maintain that 
distance. Similarly, try and find the height 
in the wave where the lift is strongest, and 
Jdjust your speed to stay at that height as 
you proceed Jcross country. 

Continually re-evJiuJte your decisi ons. 
Watch c louds carefully. I try to use a 
"freeze- fram e photography" techniqu e, 
taking regui<Jr snapshots in my mind of the 
sky ahead to see how it's developing. 
There's no point pressing on to a dec,lying 
cu or dispersing lenticular just because it 
looked good ten minutes ago when you 
were in decision-making mood ... 

Don't make a final decisi on until you 
have to. Sometimes, when you look at two 
clouds or ridges a reasonable way ahead 
you really can't dec ide which looks the 
best. lt sometimes pays to point between 
them, whilst you closely monitor options. 
Only commit to one when you're sure it's 
the better choice or you have to decide. 

Long-term decisions 
Get a fee l tor the clay from the forecast 
Approaching fronts or expected thunder­
storms should make you think of st21 rting 
ea rli er rather than later. The forecast also 
gives an idea of an appropriate task to set. 
Work out your expected cross-country 
speed, a conservative estimate of the clay's 
dur~ tion Jncl hence a good distan ce to fly. 
In competiti ons with a fixed distance, your 
speed estimate tells you the approximate 
time required. Consequently, you can work 
out what start time enJb les you to fly in the 
best part of the clay. 

Change gear when conditions c h ~ nge. 
One of the absolute keys to cross-country 
flying is to spot when the wea ther is 
deteriorating ahead, so as to climb high in 
the last respectabl e thermals or wave. 
Similarly, when you see a marked 
impmvement ahead it's nitical to save 
time by pushing into the better w eather. 

Work out the clay's pu zz le. Before you 
start, and on task, try to closely monitor all 
the fclcto rs outlined above, and piece them 
together to solve the pu z.z le. For exampl e, 
one day in the 1999 Standard NJtionals, Eel 
Johnston had a look out on the second leg 
of the task before starting. Notic ing an area 
of top cover lying over track, he al one 
chose to divert to the east. By doing so he 
avoided the problems the rest of us f-aced 
and handsomely won the day (and the 
competition, for that matter). 

Decision-making in wave 
Getting into and using wave lift illustrates 
the need for short- and long-term pl anning. 
Getting estJblished in wavE~ requires short­
term decisions. Hav ing located the w ave 
bar, you position yourself on the upwind 
side of it. Here, rotor th ·' rrn als in phas 
with the wave may we ll punch up into the 
laminar fl ow. This region Cil n be visuJiised 
as a kettl e within which lots of individual 
bubbles are risin g up. To get into the wave 
you must centre qui ckly on each bubble, 
but as soon as the c limb rate drops off, 
push forward to the next one. Intensive 
decisions need making to gain height as 
quickly as possible until you eventu,llly 
push forwJrd into that silky smooth lift. 

The decision about what distan ce behind 
mountains you should look for wave is 
more long-term. Once, when soarin g the 
European Soaring Club K-21 from Ocana 
bcl ck to Ontur in Spain, I had to cJ10ose my 
route. At lO,OOOft, wi th only 35 mil es 
home clUOSS wind, I decided to fly the lee 
side of a IJrge mount,lin range. Hoping to 
make use of any a ssoc i ~1t ed wJve lift, 
I expec ted to find hea vy sink. However, 
when I then turn ed straight dow nwind to 
find the lift, we were in for a real surprise! 
Ten minutes later, having covered as many 
miles, we found ourselves sitting in a fi eld 
just south of Albacete. An example of J bad 
long-term decision! In retrospect, 
given the 30kt wind, dnd the unpredictabl e 
nature of the wave in that area, a much 
better dec ision woul d have been to simpl y 
avoid the whole area by devi ating around 
the mountains much earlier. 

To make good dec isions, w e must first 
look at the pi cture ahead and pick out the 
relevant factors. Having evaluated wind, 
terrain Jnd clouds, w e must constJntlv 
make short-term dec isions within the ' 
framework of an overall strategy. By doing 
thi s, we should avoid running out of ideas. 
Always have a game plan: if you don't have 
one, you can't change it. .. 
Next issue: Jay on hmv to cJimh be tter in thc rrnals 

Pho /(1gr,!phs: the wh i t ~ p ld n f'~~ picture eo. 
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McLean Aviation ~ &t~ l'.lzi~ t 
Agents for DG Flugzeugbau and AMS flight in the UK & Eire ':1''/:;'" 

The Aerodrome, Rufforth, York, Y023 3NA 
Tel: 01904 738 653 • Fax: 01904 738 146 • Mobile: 0802 674 498 

e.mail: mcleanav@supanet.com • DG Web Site: www.dg-flugzeugbau.de 
Full repair and maintenance service for major work in GRP, Carbon, Kevlar and wood. 

Modifications, C. of A., re-finishing and general maintenance. 

(3t CAMBRIDGE AERO INSTRUMENTS 
CAMBRIDGE. INSTRUMENTS - The choice of Champions - Leaders in innovative technology 

Cambridge Introduce the 300 Series Flight Instruments 
The 300 Series instruments will redefine flight instrumentation. Combining 
the experience gained over the years with the latest advancements in 
transducer technology, we have designed an instrument family that 
combines high sensitivity with instantaneous response, packaged in a 
57mm case. lt will set the standard for the next ten years. 

The 300 Series of instruments comprises: 
• 301 - Variometer with Altimeter, Audio & Speed to Fly in a 57 mm package 
• 302 - As the 301 but incorporating a GPS & Secure Flight Recorder 
• 303 - The existing GPS/NAV Display Screen with New Firmware 

The first 300 Series instrument, the 301 , is planned to be in production by March 2001 and will join the 
existing LNA\1, GPS/NAV and PocketNav in the Cambridge inventory 

Tel: Designed and Manufactured by: Fax: Tel: Represented by: 
(802) Cambridge Aero Instruments (802) (44) 01 865 RD AVIATION 

496 7755 PO Box 1420, Waitsfield 496 6235 841441 Unit 25, Bankside 
Vermont, USA 05673-1420 www.cambridge-aero.com Kidlington, Oxon OX5 1JE 

Fax: 
(44) 01865 

842495 
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Joint 
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"""'"'"'"'1"'"- in the 
largest Sailplane JL'""'"'" ... 

<:Pr'>:"""" we provide to our ..._ ...... , ... ., 

(and after all, that why 
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is a serious 

we pride 
to 

on 

(Telephone Direct to 
cover of all 

Call joint Aviation Today 01420 88664, 88736, 88706, 88672 & 88700 
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The BGA Course 
Programme for 
2001 has now 
been finalised. 

Contact Col in at the 
BGA Office 

(pictured above in the 
BGA Puchacz) 

for more information. 
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TaskNAV ... 20% Christmas discount! 
• Pla11 • Fly • Dow11load to PC • Analyse • Ani'lllate • Etljo,.y! 
Does anyone do it h~tt r? ask '.\V qua lm {ili<.l ing '>o fm::~rc i ~ vcq :~ffnrdah l e. J.nd fo r all round 

xcclknce . Ta.' · ' V i.~ l'ery bard to b • t , in [;t t wt· know ol o ·om parable .. o 1·a rc .11 t11c 
p ri ·c . 

World Clas.·: In j ul1· lOOO. T;l.,k:"IIA\ wa~ the nftidal ·ontt:' t soft\ ;m : a t t lw ~ orld Atr Game~ 
rehear~al. Wlu Spain .antl at the X uriLI J uniur Champiun t-h ip., rl'l t l·ar; al. ls~oullun !•ranee , ex t: 
the WG : .ZOOil/.WO l in South M rit...t 

Wh ich version? Ta k ·. V i., a\'ailahlc in two 1'er~iw1.' ~n d ·wih in 'i & ( , lull<'/lulv j, _.,uc·v i.l 
i:. o p tim iM::d fi1 r til e majo nrr f p1lot . .tnd b 'iti ta hle for club~ ;llld •ene ml c;>mp~utiun UM' wi th 
~ingk .,ta rt line ~ o;dect trom 8 .. t.art li m: 11 pc ) Mld Mam.Jard ~pced ra. .. k . 

TN v2000 l"O ntain ' .tll <)f V I 2 rtu' advanced 'i ~ ppu rl for the l.!l<:o;t c.~ rul ., ·g . A .. igned .\ r •a 
Ta~ k.' .\Af) . with fu lly au t >mat ic an .tly~ i ~ li>r Enginc/\-101' dctcct ion Mult ip h: 't.lrt Poin t ~.AXI 
Tl)' l taka cat ~ cr.1dk) and I'~ I tptlut ~clc:ctcd ) ta~k~ 

Updates : l:x i,t mg ens o lde r than v I 1.'77 2 n.•4 ui rc co1 p i tc ·u update ~cntl fi \ e pounili ft~r 
'I ~~ p rict: r p lan:mcnt atlatc:.t 1' 1.2.H'iO.CI ' ~ ~ \ ' 1 I--; .111 J l :.t t cr~· an be upd.n ·d I'll' n '" .D. 

m free lJI lmcrn ·t 

Christmas spcd aJ offe rs -l·a. lO<!Io discount on full versio ns: 
T~k..'\A\' 1· 1 2 fiJr Window £ ::; :, • TaskNA\' 1 .!O(Jil il>r indow. .~79 

WinJuw ' ' l .n w 1'20t)i updat · £ 'ill • I t >~T " up!P"Jd · to ' inJ >W' 1 1.2 • .., 
Ta~k , · \\':woo th r ( luh•/Compctiti'' organ i~er~ £ 1 "i/'1 . thi~ i a 3 1iccn '-·c pack fo r the 
p rice o f' two.!- ull crcllit giw o fo r prc\·iou' Wmtlo\\ 5 ' cr, ion (dub } purchll.~t: Sugge tn lusc. 
( Fl pn!>onal U ~en cc , O ffice P< . and ~lcrnbc r. PC . 

Your money back if not !'>atls lfied. 

lla'\'id Rohcn.o;nn lO Dufiicld f.anc 'itokc: l'og<. " • Buck., SU \B 
l'cl/f~ ·· 01"'-;) (Hj-;) l • I mat I. RobcrL'>nnDj@CompLL.,crvc.Com. 

\\eb ... itc: W\\ \V.T_ SK :\\. 0\-t 

RD AVIA'IlON Ltd. Td 01 ,:, H 11 1 11 ; c-m.til : o;a lcsm rda1 iation. om 
2'i B,\ ' K~ID I:, Kmu:-:<,-1'1 l 1 XO '\ OX; lJ E ENt.L\ :'\D WSA 
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GLIDING GALLERY 

Cord comforts 

' -
Above: Chris Riddel/'s picture of the west face of Mt Aspiring, South Island, New Zealand 

Below: Upavon under snow. "11 arrived overnight, .. says Gavin Deane, who took this shot of 
Wyvern GC's K-21. "lt's not something we get here very often and it looked spectacular.· 

December 2000 - January 2001 

Above: Wave at Feshiebridge. Ruth Housden is pictured with Z6 after landing out 
on a flight from Aboyne (Tony Housden) 

Below: Oliver Ward went up the ridge north of Portmoak to take this photograph of 
Leigh Wells in LS-8 LS at the Juniors · last New Year get-together 
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r-----------------------------------------------, 
GetS&G 
delivered to 
your door ... 

I would like to subscribe to 6 issues of Sailplane & Gliding 

Please extend my current Sailplane & Gliding subscription by a further 6 issues 

... starting with the issue 

My details are (please complete in block capitals) 
Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms) 

Address 

Postcode 

Tel no 

e-mail 

Payment details: £20 UK; US $43 (airmail); $33 (surface) 
I enclose a cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order for 

made payable to the British Gliding Association 

Please debit my Visa Access Mastercard Switch Solo 

Card number 

Valid from 

Issue no (Switch only) 

Signature 

Date 

Expiry date 

Send this form to: BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, LEICESTER LE1 4SE, UK 

tel + 44 116 253 1051 email beverley@gliding.co.uk 

L-----------------------------------------------~ 
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An announcement by Platypus to the two kinds of reader of S&G 

WHAT IS THE IDEAL CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR THE PERSON YOU 
CARE ABOUT MOST? 

1) If you are a glider pilot the person you care about most is you. Nothing wrong with 
that. Without a highly-developed ego that pushes you to the front of the launch queue, 
or to the top of the gaggle, you get nowhere in this world. 
Go ahead, treat Numero Uno 
to the finest gift that 
plastic can buy: my book. 
The Platypus Papers, fifty years of powerless pilotage, for the person who comes first in your busy life. You deserve it. 

2) However, you may not be a glider pilot, but are the spouse (or whatever) of a glider pilot. Poor you! Pilots are Hell to buy 
prezzies for. Buy them an LS-8 and they'll whinge that they only fly Racing Class these days. Gratitude? Forget it. You are the 
loving, giving, retrieving sort of person, with a warm heart and the patience of an ox. And that's the way it will have to be so long 
as you stay together. Keep in their good books: get out your chequebook and buy them my book. 

The Platypus Papers isn't just for Christmas, it's for life 

This is a hefty two-pound 160-page A4 hardback, with 94 cartoons by Peter Fuller. Some have cal led it a coffee-table book, 
which suggests it is to be admired superficially rather than read deeply. Nothing could be further from the truth. The lessons on 
how not to fly competitions, how not to pick fields, how not to run a gliding club, how not to buy or sell a glider, and how not to 
deal with the opposite sex, have been acquired at the cost of much suffering. They repay study. 
I might even suggest that you buy The Platypus Papers for your syndicate partners. "What, even if I don't love them one bit?" 
Of course, that's what the Yuletide spirit is all about. it's on ly one day a year, for Pete's sake. 

Order by cheque or credit card, only £19.95 + £3.50 p&p (£23.45) from: BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, Leicester, LE1 4SE 
Phone: 0116 253 1051 Fax: 0116 251 5939 or pay by credit card on the secure website www.gliding.co.uk 

For more information try www.hikokiwarplanes.com or hikoki@dircon.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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COCKPIT WIRING 

Don't risk 
meltdown 
In the first of a two-part series, 
lan Keyser offers advice on 
wiring a cockpit safely 

My COCKPIT wiring wJs faultless, 
I thought - until one day at S,OOOft 
over the Cotswolds, my canopy 

fill d with smoke. Loosening the straps, 
I could ec over my shoulder a bright glow 
in the haze, which I made a grab for. 
Luckily, this put ou t the fire an cl I was soon 
in the c.:lear - if in a rather unusual attitude. 

I 1/y a Pilatus 84, its hull connected to 
battery negative. The· cJnopy is held by a 
wire strop, above one of the biltteries. The 
battery push-on terminals were insulated 
with covers but the battery . pade w::~s 
exposed for 1/ HJ of an inch ... just enough 
for the strop to make con tact. The smoke 
came from the white-hot strop melti ng into 
the battery casing and the current supplied 
by the battery melted a 3mm bowden 
cab le1 I now look very, very c losely on any 
installation for potential chance encounters. 

M y mishap was simple anJ avoidable. 
But in my relatively few years of fl ying, I've 
probably seen more badly-wired cockpits 
than good ones. The main reoson is that 
cockpit wiring grows like Topsy. Obvious, 
rea ll y: first comes an electron ic: vario, 
followed by a radio; then you get a GPS for 
Christmas (dream on). Unsuitable cables 
are used, fusing is not considered and cable 
fixing is virtue 1/y zero: it quickly become 
dangerous. Glider instruments are low· 
volrag , low-current unit. hut, ,1lthough our 
cables do nut require large conductors, we 
sti 11 h;we to select them with ca re. lt is 
surprising just h w arrn a 0.2mm cable 
ca n get surrounded by other cables! 

Regardl ess of current, cable insulation 
must be me han icall y strong enough for a 
vigorous life. The risk oi insecurely-fastened 
cables getting trapped is re;:ll. Twin core 
cables with moulded plugs (as on domestic 

+ 

1 2 volts 

Fig 1: Diode must be able to handle current demanded 
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How not to connect batteries: 
note they have already 

fused twice. The glider has 
since been re-wired 

power plugs) are often 
used to feed GPS and 
handhcld rjdi J • • This is not a good ideu. So 
often they are not even fused and th is cable 
insulation will SO(Jn crack in the hot env i­
ronment of a cockpit. This once eel used a 
motorglider fire: fortunately, the cable was 
plugged into the panel: the pilot quickly 
saw the problem and unplugged it. 

El ectroni ~ equipment doe not lik t·o be 
c nnec:ted the wrong way round (reverse 
paled). The protection ircuit in even a­
ca lled prote reel equipment do s fa il. If 
there's no additional polarity prote ·tion in 
the glider circuitry it's E.spe ially important 
that the master switch is 'off' heio re the bat­
teries are conne red. Even with protection, 
thi is a good idea: microprocessor-

~ -
12.6 volts 

Battery swttch 

Fig 2: Much more complicated. but has a number of 

advantages. including no voltage drop in the system 

controlled equipment can be orrupted by 
rapid con ne lion/removal of supply. lt wi 11 
re et to bctory defau lts and lose your data. 

The simplest protection is J power diode 
in series with the supply (Fig 1, left). In the 
majority of case this is satisfactory but it 
does lose half a volt or so.t\ suitable field ­
effect transistor and a little extra circuitry 
Me better but not eJs ily ~wailabl e, So I 
favour , relay and diode arrangement 
(Fig 2, above). This wastes a few ten: of 
milliamps, which tan light a panel LED. 

Fuses must be included to protect the 
glider w iring. They do not protect the 
equipment - they are far too slow to act. I 
favour a b<l ttery fuse followed by fuses ior 
the equipment. lt is not reo lly necessary to 
have <l fuse for each piece of equipment, 
but equipment banked on one fuse must be 
chosen with ca re. lt wou ld, fnr example, he 

unsatisfJctory to have the arti fi c ial horizon 
ilnd the turn and sl ip on the same fuser 
Th •rmal cut -outs (fu ses) can be reset in 
flight, but if th . }' ·tcm has developed a 
probl m why sh ulcl the cutout be reset? 
1'-lothing ciln be don until you are on the 
ground, able to tr, e th laull. 

Fus s in gliders have problems. G lass 
fuses in s rew -up cases sei z up and <I ll­

not be opened, and even when they an it 
is difficult to see if the fuse is blown. Car 
rod fuses with the fuse elcm ·nt w rapped 
over the ends and down on ide of th rod 
corrode bJd ly and the ho lder are generally 
poor quality. I prefer the auto spade type: 
two Spc des with their top end en ased in 
p lastic and the fuse element between them. 
The lowest rating appears to be :~ ,1mps, 
wh ich is a little h igh, but I now use them 
with 0.75mm cable for genera l wiring. M y 
tests show that at S amps these b low in 
about 3 se onds with no appr iJb le cab/ ' 
heating. It i ·asy to se i f th iuse has rup­
tured, holders can be c l ipp d log ther ;Jnc/ 
,;crew ed down, and most importan tly the 
m l ing between !use and ho lder is ex el­
lent, providing a good low-resistant path. 

If hard-to-see fuses are used it is worth 
inc luding a simple fuse-testing circuit; an 
LED, resistor and suitJble iuseho ldcr will 
save a lot of fru tration (Fig 3). Spare fus -
holders w ith fuses should ::~ l so be mounted, 
they weigh nothing but that spar fuse is 
worth a I or when needed. 

Don't forget thJt w hatever wiring work is 
clone to your glider, get it checked by tlw 
appropriate in.spectar or authority. 

1('>.:t iS)Uf..': F/('Uric.dl vnginl'f:.'r /an lo ks at mor(' 

fJrt~cticc~J ('/C'mcnts o{ ~lider ch.:.r tronic) 

to bat~ry fve 

to battery -ve 

Fig 3: A simple fuse test circuit 
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TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

I 
T WAS just before '11 am on an August 
Saturday when Gillian and I drove on to 
the airfield at Walney Island, home of the 
Lakes GC on the Cumbrian coast. The sun 
was shining as we sn iffed the fresh sea air 

and remarked on the contrast with three hours 
earlier, when we had hitched up our trailer at 
Sutton Bank and set out in the thick cloud that 
was shrouding the North Yorkshire Moors. it 
had started to rain in the Dales, and this con­
tinued unabated as we crossed the Pennine 
watershed at Garsdale; it was not until we 
reached the foot of Lake Windermere that we 
caught a glimpse of blue sky to the west. 
Clearly we had come to the righr place. 

Peter Lewis, the club's CFI, introduced 
himself and apologised for the slightly odd 
telephone conversation we had had the 
evening before. He confessed that he thought 
my cal l was a hoax, as the club received so 
few visitors. I exp lained that my interest had 
been aroused by his club's article in S&G 
(Fehruary-March 2000, p55) and, being 
nothing if not curious, determined to see for 
myself how a gl iding club could thrive on a 
windw<:1rd coast in an area renowned for 
having the heaviest rainfall in Britain. 

The answer began to become clear from the 
outset. Peter pointed out Black Combe, 15km 
to the north across a 6km stretch of water, 
which forms the western escarpment of the 
Cumbrian Mountains and falls almost 2,000ft 
into the sea. East of that I ies the whole of the 
Lake District which then merges into the main 
Pennine chain, whi lst on the mainland 
directly adjacent to the airfield is a ridge line 
running north-east along the shore oi Askam 
Bay and rising to over 1 ,OOOft. Thus soaring 
is possible in almost any wind di rection 
over mJgnificen t country wher wave also 
frequently occurs. 

The airfield is at the northern end of the 
island and occupies almost its full width, w ith 
water on three sides (see photograph, right). it 
is separated irom the mainland by a narrow 
channel which is deep enough to Jllow 
mooring for quite large vessels but le<:1ves 
them stranded at low tide, heeling over at 
uncomiortable angles, except for ca tamarans, 
which remain smugly upright. There are three 
hard runways, an encompassing perimeter 
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track, two enormous h<lllgars in one oi whi ch 
all the club gl iders and equipment an be 
housed, a control tower, clubhouse and even 
sleeping accommodation. Little wonder that 
the club is thriving with nearly 20 gliders 
based on site. 

Peter's enthusiasm was infectious and we 
rigged my LS-6 in eager anticipation . The sky 
overhead was clear apart from some scattered 
cumulus, but to the north and east there was 
still extensive cloud down on the hilltops, and 
far upwind there appeared to be some 
towering shower clouds which cou ld make 
things difficult later. Clearly we needed to 
se ize the moment. 

The club's Super Cub towed me off into the 
light north-westerly wind across a long sandy 
beach whose only occupants were a solitary 
couple and their dog. Out to sea severa l gas 
p latforms were visible, and on the western 

'I briefly toyed with the idea 
of hill soaring in cloud ... 
but reminded myself that 

there are no old, oold pilots' 

horizon I could just make out the peak of 
Snaefell on the Isle of Man, nearly 50 miles 
away. We turned north and I was surprised 
find cloudbase was only 1 ,300ft, but thanks 

to some skilful weaving by the tug we soon 
climbed above the tops to 2,500ft, where 
I released. 

My initial plan had been to hill soar Black 
Combe but this now looked very unattractive 
as its windwJrd face was encased in c loud 
whose base was too low to allow a glide back 
to the ai rfield. I briefly toyed with the idea of 
hill soaring in cloud using my PalmNAV but 
reminded myself that there are no old, bold 
pilots. Instead I decided to fly downwind to 
the lower ridge north-east oi the site, via a 
detour to the south to avoid the sink behind 
Black Combe. Here the air was a little drier 
and c louclbase rose to 1, 900ft. 

Circling on my turn and slip I managed to 
climb slowly to 2,300ft in a rJgged cumulus 
before returning upwind Jnd repeating the 
process in the next one. I did this four times, 
but on the last occasion the lift increased 
to 3kts, and Jlthough I kept emerging from 

Sitting at home in front of a 
warm fire, dreaming about 
summer flights? You don't 
have to thrash around huge 
triangles in central England 
- there are other wonderful 
tasks to enjoy. Over the 
next five pages, to inspire 
you for next season, we 
detail just four that were 
made in 2000, starting with 
Justin Wills' account of ... 

Bay 

Above left: "I drifted along above cloud admiring the contras 
washed fields by the coast." says Justin, who took this pictu 
coast-to-coast adventure. Right: CFI Peter Lewis ' photograp 

different sides of the cloud I continued to 
make a ga in overall until I cam out near the 
top at 5,600ft. Viewed from the outside the 
cloud revealed itself to have a curious shape, 
with a narrow trunk like a very tall chimney 
connecting an ill-defined base w ith a bulbous 
sprou ting top. 

I was now well above al l the other clouds 
nearby, so clearly this was the best opportunity · 
I was likely to get, but what to do next? 

My vague plan from the outset had been to 
explore the local area and, if feasible, fly back 
to Sutton Bank, although this had hitherto 
seemed hopelessly optimistic. One possibility 
now lay 20km to the north, where a very 
active-looking line of clouds stretched away 
downwind to the north-east. However, the 
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North sea 

>t between the pale blue sea and the vivid green of freshly 
Jre. Above: the map shows the start and finish points of a 
Jh of Walney Island (Map: Jon Hall, HRA) 

combinati on of w idespread showers 
underneath a cloudbase which was below 
much of the surrounding terrain, and the 
extensive cloud flying that would be 
necessary with no margin for error, led me 
instinctively to turn away. Curious ly, two JJys 
later I experienced a sudden fai lure of my 
trusty turn and slip (which is my only gyro 
instrument) whilst climbing in a burgeoning 
cu-nim over York; extricating myself from that 
cloud was qui te compl icated enough without 
worrying about terrain cleJrance. 

Instead, I turned downwind across 
Morecambe Bay and along the Lancashire 
coast, heading for the Ribble Valley 45kms 
away and easily in range thanks to the 17kt 
ta ilwind. Here the lower hills and better 
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landing fields should provide a safer route 
inland. I drifted along above the cloud tops 
admiring the contrast between the pale blue 
sea and the vivid green of the freshly washed 
fields by the coast. 

Pendle Hill and the other windward slopes 
east of Lancaster remained invisib le due to 
cloud, but near the gliding c lub at Chipping 
I c limbed 500ft in an isolated turret and from 
3,000ft I could see the factory chimney to the 
east near Cli theroe where cloudbase was a 
respectable 2,800ft. 

Now a new problem arose in the form of 
controlled airspace. South-east would take me 
under the Manchester TMA, whose hJse was 
uncomfortJbly low in relation to the 1 ,500ft 
terrain. Due east would take me into Leeds/ 
Bradford <Ji rspace: whilst the system for flying 
in such areas can work reasonably well when 
one can give reli able predictions of one's 
four-dimensional position, my experience 
in difficult conditions when this is not 
possible is that the situation becomes very 
frustrating ior both the glider pilot and the air 
traffic contro ller. 

Therefore, I decided to head north-east 
tow<Jrds Skipton, despite this track lead ing me 
under a large area of spreadout downwind of 
the shower line I had earlier elected to avoid. 
lt was a slow crosswind struggle until I 
surmounted the final Pennine ridge with 
300ft to spare and reached the edge of better 
conditions near Pateley Bridge. A rather 
hesitant thermal from 900ft got rne high 
enough to reach Dishforth, w here a Twin Astir 
was climbing at 6kts. 

The sky ahead now looked magnificent, and 
I was able to dolphin under clouds at S,OOOft 
unt i l I arrived over the East Coast north of 
Whitby. The w ind was much lighter here, and 
although there were no obvious clouds mark­
ing a sea breeze convergence, one clearly 
existed at lower levels as I could see a yacht 
taking fu 11 advantage of the onshore breeze as 
she sailed north towards Middlesbrough close 
hauled. 

Ten kilometres offshore was another bank of 
clouds, w hich I investigated but could only 
find zero sink. I guessed that the lift would be 
above the base resulting from circulation 

within the cloud now that it was cut off from 
any lower source of energy. I wondered if this 
applied to the lines of cumulus one some­
times sees in the middle of oceans. 

Below me I observed a bulk freighter 
heading north-east, perhaps to collect another 
load of iron from Narvik for the steel mills at 
Scunthorpc. The coastline here was quite 
rugged, with steep slate grey cli ffs rising 
directly out of the North Sea, which was a 
much darker blue than the Irish Sea. I headed 
back towards Sutton Bank across the n1oors, 
notici ng how the fields in the surrounding 
va lleys looked like probing green fingers 
amongst the higher areas of pink and brown 
heather. 

I landed, and a member kindl y towed me 
back to a park ing spot near the clubhouse. 
I walked to the edge of the escarpment and 

'The flight, though neither 
far nor fast, provided a string 

of intriguing decisions' 

looked out across the Vale of York. Conditions 
made it look possible to fly far to the west, 
even perhaps back to Walney Island given J 
good cloud climb. But I wanted tea, not 
heroics, and Gil li <~ n must be well on her way 
by now. 

Sure enough, exactly when I expected her, 
I spotted the trai I er driving briskly up the road 
from Thirsk, overtaking al l the slower traffic to 
reach me exactly eleven hours after we had 
set ou t that morn ing. 

So what made this Jay so special? A 
number of things, of cou rse, but above all the 
chain of delightful surprises: the marvellous 
metamorphosis of the weather, which arose 
not so much from a clearance as from drying 
out in situ; the enormous enthusiasm and 
friendliness of everyone we met at the 
Lakes club; the vivid beauty of the varied 
landscapes and seascapes; and the flight itself 
which, though neither far nor fast , provided a 
string of intriguing decisions. For the two of 
us, who spend much of our time <Jbroad, it 
seemed un iquely English, wonderfully 
civilised, and extraordinarily nice. 
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Lynn & Nev would like to wish all our gliding friends a 
Merry Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year 

NEW 14V ARTIFICIAL HORIZONS only ssogms & 1aomm long@ £978.20 inc. VAT 

We have a large selection of goods ideal for Christmas presents. 
We also stoc·k a large range of winter clothing, now with 25% discount. 

Please ask for a copy of our 3rd edition catalogue. 

WE SHALL BE CLOSED FROM 17th DEC 2000 UNTIL 2nd JAN 2001 

36 Southpark Avenue, Mansfield. Notts. NG 18 4PL • Tel 01623 430563 • Fax 01623 430564 • Email: sales®nevynn.co.uk • Website: www.nevynn.co.uk 

XK I 0 "CLUB" VARIOMEUR 
• •udio <Odes climb rote 
• Mo Aosk Required 
• AVC on Down Tone • Gust filtering 

Choice soaring at Aboyne 
Deeside Gliding Club loobs forward to welcoming you to Aboyne in th~ New Millennium. 

The programme for 2000/2001 is: 

Wave Season boobings now open for September/October, 2001 
Holidays & Courses tailored to suit requirements, call for availability 

Winter Holidays The \'Wave can be good here November to l'-1larch as well! 

UK Mountain Soaring Championships 2-8 Sept 

Contact: 

Wave Bookings 
.Mary-l<o::e 
Tel: 01569 730687 

• Battery Volts 
• Three Averoger Mod" 
• Thermal Total Averoge 
• Speed to fly 
• Oimb/CfUise Mode 
• Auto Shut Down Overnight 

£249 • High link Rote Ale~t £149 
• D - Skrs Wove Mode 

All Other enquiries 
Roy Dalling at the Club 
Tel/Fax: 013398 85339 E mail: deeside@ gl idingcl ub. eo . ub 

XKlO "CLUB"VARIO SYSTEM 

REPEATER METER OPTION 
• 60mm Mounting • No Mod5 Required 
• loom Included £89 
• Metric Version G-Sm/ sec: 

* Over 500 units in use in the UK alone * See us on: www.cairaviation.co.uk 
from Gir ~ 

Aviation Ltd. 
11You can bank on US
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+ New Instruments: PZL Expanded Scale ASI 's. 1.5 Turns 0-140kts £114, 1.75 Turns 0-200kts £124, PZL Zero Reset Varies, Flask and Ring , 80mm (Glider) £189, Extended Scale (Motor Glider) 
£189, 57 mm (Glider) £219, 12V Mini T / S £211 , Sensitive Altimeters £149-£153, PZL Altimeter £89, Mini Accelerometer £159, CM24 Bullet Pedestal Compass £49, LC3 Panel Compass £47, PZL 

Panel Compass £47, Vertical Card Compass £139, T/ S Converter £18.00 + Surplus Tested Instruments: Horizons with new Solid State Inverter, Ferranti Mk6 £319, Mk 14 (Coloured Display! 
£349, 80mm Glider rate T/ S £89, Mini American Glider rote T/S £249, Mini Accelerometers £89 + Radios: ICOM A3E £276, A22E £299, Delcom 960 £2 16.90, Delcam 960 Panel Mount 

Version £247 . ~0 , Glide; Boijery Charger £19.90 +" Para~hutes: SK94;, Type ~ertif ied, C. of A. Rapid Opening .. Low Descent Rate, Steeroble, Comfortable, Lumbar Sup~rt, Bog, £509 + BGA 
Approved 'Ottfur' Releases: Ongmal New QijfiJis £169, Latest Qijfur' olternotrve release for modern girders- Aeratow CW400 senes £169, C of G CW300 senes £199, Exchange all 

series with latest modifications £89, Spring Kits all series £5 .00. 

COLIN D. STREET, I Questen News, Copthorne Road, Crawley, W. Sussex, England, RH10 3PA Tel +44 (0) 1293 888185 • Fax/Phone +44 (0) 1293 881764 
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TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

Beyond the Great Glen 
Richard Arkle ventured far off 
the BGA TP list to secure a 
memorable Diamond flight 

ACHNASHEEN is about 85 miles due 
north of Fort WilliJm, I am told by 
Ruth Housden. " If you choose 

Inverness," she adds, "it could IJe affected 
hy the sea breeze". 

This is my task planning, as I hurriedly rig 
using Ruth as crew and sounding board. 
There is. no BGA turning point anywhere 
near Achnasheen so I estimate a lat and 
long for the logger. The Jrea is new to me. 

pparently it had not been rcJched before 
IJy <Jnyone in my club, De side. Luck ily, 
I didn 't know thdl c t th tim . So I chose J 
remote start/finish at Loch Kinorcl, v ia Fort 
vVilli am, Achnasheen and Ca llandcr. 

Early in the day I had de ided it would 
have to be the big one. Th 'r wa.;, a very 
d .finite line of cu over the Dee valley, a 
lovely thermic sky to the nnrth but b lue to 
the south. The forecast wJs for light winds 
and occasionJI showers. The pr v ious day 
had been good but a sea breeze had come 
up the vCl lley: the thermJis were in the hill s. 

At ·11.00hrs I was on tovv Jt Abovne in 
my LS-8- 30 li tres in each wi ng - 'and 
released into good strong therm<~ l s at 
Din net. I set rvlacCready at 2.5 and didn't 
turn in anything less than 4kts. After Fort 
Wil liam I reduced the MacCreJdy to 2.0 
,lnd, later, to 1 .0. 

[Jushing west, I saw J very odd-look ing 
area of low cloud at the head of G len 
Feshie; like <l sea breeze convergence. 
I skirted it to the south and got the best 
climb of the day. Therf' were lots of week­
end walkers in the snowficJd on the top of 
Ben Nevi., who waved as I passed by. 

Aboync-Fort W illiam in 7 hr 30 m ins. 
The landscJpe on the run north to 

Achnashcen was quite unexpected but 
spectJcular. The visibi lity was excel lent: 
Skye Jnd the very strzmge-looking 
mounttJins south of U ll <~poo l stood ou t like 
a picture. Cloudbase WJS now down to 
4,500ft and with no IJndable fields in sigh t 
I took things a bit easier, having in mind an 
escape route clown the glens to the Black 
Isle to the east, or StrZ! thcarron Jnd Shiel 
Bridge to the west. 

Achnasheen is quite remote and smJ II. 
A f('W houses, a railway station Jnd some 
rough-looking, small fi elds fu ll of shec.p. 
The sky stopped working for t1 w hile during 
Jn off cycle. The price of a sheep these 
days didn't worry me but the thought of the 
glider being with Martyn Wel ls for months 
did. I wJs down to 800ft AGL and working 
very hard on the side of a small , south­
faci ng hill. I have since heJrd there is a 
smd ll stri p in the ,1r •a but I didn't see it. 

Fort W illiam-Achnasheen in I hr 10 m ins. 
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The run to Ca llander wJs good unti l I 
Jpproached Ki lli n. I clumped the WJter 
20 mi les from the TP: the li ft wJs V"rv 
scrappy and I was low. Th is gave me 'th " 
confidence to work my way through the 
va lley between l<il lin and Cal lander in 
rubbishy rotor-y lee. thermals. I was 
determined to reach all ilnder if only 
b >cause there are s rne decent landing 
fields there. My logger tells me I was 
1 ,OOOft over the town. I felt li ke a voyeur as 
I mad • the TP and watched the pedestri;:ms 
cross the bridge at my w ingtip, most of my 
Jttcntion on the fields I had picked out. 

Achnasheen-Callander in 2hrs JO mins. 
TowJrds Loch Kinord wJs blue with 

deceitful cu showing w hich I just didn't 
believe a~ the wind was coming in off the 

orth Sea: 18 ts at ·12.0". I did think briefly 
dbout trying to ridge soar the hil ls all the 
way pJst Crieff, Blairgoweric and Edzel and 

Above: Aboyne. where Richard's epic flight began 

Jon Hall, HRA. from an original by Sue Heard 

then across to A boy ne but stopped myself 
ha llucinating and turned back north. I WJS 
wel l off track but knew that there was still 
l ift in the mountain>, even though it meant 
flying into the rotor and the leeside 
thcrmJis aga in . it was pretty poor going JS 
I worked back towards Killin. 

I got J r latively good cl imb to 4,500ft 
just south of there Jnd pushed north-east. 
Local eH cb brought the headwind to 12kts 
and I scrabbled over each hil l in turn using 
the rotor and lee therrnals before getting 
stuck at AbE'rfcldy, w here I was down to 
1 ,OOOft over a reasonable-looking field. 

I was convinced tha t, ii I could reach 
them, the big mountains five mi les north­
east uf Blai r Athol would be soorable w ith a 
2Clkt wind at 110°. They were and I got a 
great stmt to soJr the ri dges and late 
thcrmals th rough the mountains to Braemar. 
Here I p icked up a climb to 4,500ft then 
ran down to fini sh at Loch Kinord. 

Time on this leg was 2hrs 30 rnins. 
it was a great feeling to Jchieve ,1 goal 

and to correctly complete J long task w ith 
a ll the paperwork verified. 

The actua l task distance was 500.88km 
- O.lil:lkm is not a good margin and I should 
have had the route planned and documented 
before I flew. I had a great time; the eight­
hour flight seemed to fi Jsh by. I'm still not 
certain i f Ruth WJS serious when she 
suggested Achnashe>n, and I' m not \. . 
sure that I want to know now. ~ 
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TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT 

THERE was little activity at Nympsfield 
at 08.00hrs on Sunday, September 3: 
Sid Smith was busy preparing his met 

forecast and shaking his head. Come 09:35, 
a rousing 50 watts of the Oambusters 

theme uwakened interest in the briefing for 
the Isle of Wight (loW) Rally and the first 
few punters wandered in. Fortunately, my 
opening jokes went down well Clnd by the 
end I had the feeling they might even just 
try this long-uwaited flight. But still no 
weather. Perhaps Sid was right. 

By 10:30, everything was ready except 
my glider, 621, which was still in its tr«iler. 
I hadn't included myself in the pre-flight 
planning. I rigged, and towed to the front of 
the grid (no one complained), launched at 
12:28 and contacted weak lift at 800ft: the 
loW Rally was under way. 

We had a cho ice of two routes: Task A, a 
334km polygon involving some radio chat 
through Bournemouth Class D Airspace, or 
Task B, an 0 /R 24km longer but c lear of 
Jirspace. I chose A (later to find out every­
body else chose B) because it was doubly 
exc iting with different entry and exit points 
on the island: The Needles and Ryde. 

My first leg was a slow downwind ride to 
The Park. Funny thing, coasts, they creep 
up in front of you and suddenly appear ilS if 
from nowhere. For me, that's the first kick, 
quickly followed by sight of the island 
itself. Once I knew I could at least make it 

Isle of 
a sense of achievement set 
in. But suppose I was 
refused entry into the air­
space? The nice lady at 
Bournemouth sounded 
perplexed when I told her 
my landing place was to 
be Nyrnpsfield, Glos, via 
St Catherine's Lighthouse, 
Isle of Wight. 

Trevor Stuart (left) and Steve Lynn (right)! 

I left the mainland at Mil ford on Sea. A 
slow glide across this short bit of water is 
surrea l. it's so far removed from our normal 
tasks. The views are breathtaking. On the 
island, reaching cloudbase wasn't di fficu lt 
- so often conditions seem better here -
and I turned the lighthouse at 4,800ft ASL. 

A disadvantage of hilving to maintain 
radio contact with Bournemouth Approach 
Jnd Solent Radar was that I had no contact 
with the other pilots and strongly suspected 
they were all drinking tea in the clubhouse. 
That is, until I started the northbound transit 
of the Solent: a southbound Discus stopped 
to share my thermal. This was a huge kick 
for me: was it one of ours? lt was - Ray 
Lemin, who turned back half-wJy across 
the island. Over the mainland, I saw 
another glider, then another, then two 
more, al l streaming south. I shouted: "Yes ! 
Yes ! Brilliant! " as each one passed. 

Abeam Petersfield, Solent Radar released 
me and I managed to speak to a Dunstable 

pilot who said four of their gliders had 
turned the lighthouse. lt was no problem 
finding climbs or staying high but I was 
consc ious of the time and began to doubt if 
the last gliders I saw would make it back. I 
made the last turn at Sandhill Farm and did 
a final glide way too high. 

I landed after )ul ian Rees and Ray Pay ne 
in Nimbus 3DT 970 had sucessfully done 
the task. Slowly the other four finishers 
appeared, the last touching clown just short 
of 18.30. What a fantastic result! Our other 
finishers were: Tim Macfaclyen/Phil Dunster 
(DG 505 91 :~) ; Steve Parker (Discus T BW); 
and Nick Wall (Discus 230). At pri zegiving, 
all who turned the lighthouse got a stick of 
loW rock and Dominic Conway, our lowest 
hours pilot, had the St Catherine's Cup. 
Neil Watts, CFI of Vectis GC, loW, later told 
me he'd never seen so many gliders there 
before! 
My tha.nk< to vcryone who supported this project: 

w ilhoul them it wou ldn't have got oflthe. ground. ~ 

'We were promised extra points 
for sighting submarines and 
other craft; the slight drawback 
was that we had to note names 
and numbers!'- Dominic Conway 

'Over the harbour it's easy to 
get distracted by the view; we 
see an aircraft carrier (and no, 
I would not like to land my 3DT 
on that deck ... )" - Julian Rees 

Above left: The Needles; left: over Portsmouth harbour 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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maps left and above: Jon Hall, HRA 

dreams 
t,lsk sheets, useful 
phone numbers (the 
loW Ferry and the 
Samaritans) ,1nd 
prizes, including a 
stick of loW rock. 
All we needed now 
was the weather. 

share how two clubs achieved a flight of fantasy Eighteen months 

IF YOU know Shobdon, you ca n picture 
the scene: Dunstable wave-seekers were 
sitting in front of the restaurant on a 

warm March dav. We fell into conversation 
with a group fro'm Nympsfield and ... well , 
you know the way we talk about silly ambi­
tions, out of season. 

I mentioned a trip by Trevor Stuart and 
Tony Hutchings from Dunstable a few years 
ago that I had always wanted to do: an 0/R 
to St Catherine's Point, th e lighthouse at th e 
southern most tip of th e Isl e of Wight. 
Trevor, now at Nympsfield, was sharing his 
lighthouse fetish with his new-found friends 
and planned to take a group back there. lt 
seemed obvious that we should agree a 
clay, fly a group from both 1\Jympsfi eld and 
Dunstabl e to meet over the lighthouse, 
wave at each other, then fly home. And so 
the Isle of Wight (loW) Rally w<lS born. 

Trevor supplied me, as official Dunstable 
representative, with briefing notes (extra 
points for landing on an aircraft carrier), 

'We had a new set of landmarks 
-or is it seamarks?- ''lust east 
of the rusty tanker" was one 
location fix. Flights like this 
remind me gliding isn't a sport 
but a privilege'- Andy French 

'Truly memorable'- Bob King 

'We should find other interesting 
TPs next year'- Tony Hutchings 

Above right.· The Isle of Wight; right: St Catherine's Pt 

December 2000 -- January 2001 

later, the forecast for 
September 3 looked possible: northerlies to 
keep the sea breeze at bay and encourage 
thermals over the Solent. That morning, the 
usual Dunstable crowd was busy rigging by 
8.00hrs, but forecasts showed either nil 
winds or, worse still, an easterly. Last­
minute voicemails lacked Trevor's usual 
enthusiasm but confirmed he'd have a go. 

In spite of offering our loW trophy (a 
one-inch high cup) and a stick of rock at 
briefing, I could only encourage three 
adventurers- Andy French, Tony Hutchings 
and Bob King - to come with me. Even this 
was on the basis that if conditions seemed 
unsuitable once we'd got to Petersiield, 
we'd head for CheltenhJm instead. 

So we four set off. For my part, it wasn't a 
difficult flight; I got below 2,000ft only a 
couple of times and had several climbs to 
4,000ft. Thermals averaged 3-3.5kts; the 
best was S kts. I wi 11 never, ever forget the 
sight of the Isle of Wight, as we approached 
from Lasham: how it got bigger as we got 

Photos left and above: T revor Stuart 

c loser - as did the wet bit - and I became 
more anxious. About l 0 miles from the 
coast, I asked Andy if he didn't fee l just a 
little bit of anricipation. His encourag ing 
reply was: "Go on, mate: it'll be OK". Did I 
mention that he fli es a turbo Nimbus 4? 

I crossed the coast at Portsmouth at 
3,500ft QFE Dunstable, and enjoyed a 
street most of the way to the other side. 
Progress over the island was careful, and I 
was delighted to climb aw,1y from a low 
point of 2,200ft, inspired by the knowledge 
that tug pil ot Peter Claidcn had said he was 
looking forward to the acrotow retrieve. 

The return crossing over was maybe even 
more thrilling, with the sun allowing better 
vi ews of Southampton \!Vater, Portsmouth 
,1nd the hundreds of ships of all si zes 
milling about. Arriving at Lee-on-Sol ent at 
about 2,500ft, I stoogecl around looking at 
th e dockyards before setting off home via 
Butser Hill /Petersfield-Goring in a lovely 
romp. Sadly, the Nympsfi eld contingent 
arrived about an hour after the four of us, 
so we never got to wave at each other. 

The whol e trip was absolute magi c. Bob 
and I agreed that it was like do ing your first 
300km all over again and, back in the bar, 
I formally declared to myself that t he 2000 
season was now closed. 

A very big thank you to Trevor, the trip's 
architect and chief pl anner. Can w e have 
another go, please? ~ 



YORK GLIDING CENTRE 
WHERE ONLY THE BEST WILL DO/ 

Brilliant site • Quality, mud free runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • 2 winches 
• 3 x 2 seat training gliders • 3 x single seaters • 3 motor gliders for faster glider training • 

Approved site for glider pilot to PPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff • 
5 day courses £285 • Fixed price to solo £450 (winch) £650 (aerotow) • 7 day operation 

RUFFORTH AIRFIELD, YORK • TEL 01904 738694 

ill Pop-Top Glider Pilots Parachute 
•. State of the art in emergency parachutes 

The Pop-Top. External seated pilotchute providing the fastest possible deployment. 
,-HoMAs • Fully encased risers resulting in a snag free parachute container system. 
~ • Steerable parachutes in a range of sizes to suit all sizes of pilots. 
~ • Soft, slim line design for the ultimate in comfort 

• British built, quality assured to BS 5750 
• Reliability, comfort and efficiency when it matters 

THOMA Sports Equipment Limited 
Lofty's Loft· Pinfold Lane· Bridlington • North Humberside· Y016 5XS • Tel: 01262 678299 
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BALT IC SAl PLANES 
Agents for 

LAK 17a FLAPPED 15/18m & LAK 19 STANDARD 
CLASS 15/18m SAILPLANES 

• Due to strong US$ prices reduced by 5% • 

LAK 17a . .......... from S$37,050-39,900 
LAK 19 ............ from US$34,675-37,525 

N<~W 12 Cn n J GPS reae er 

Comfonable pusll fastener 

Motor runnong recordong 

amp e n<;vogal on display 
w•lh •mergency airflil! • 

European waypou~s 
Soo pr rammabi waypa<nts 

1 00 progrgmmable routt.s 

S oregs cap GJIY approx 100 h 

Compa t 99 x 59 x 3d mm 

Current use acprox 1 DO rrrA 

lntel"face Nr,IEA01B3 

NEW GLASS FIBRE LIFT 
TOP TRAILER TO FIT 

15118m SAILPLANES­
US$5490 

For more information 

Tel: 01536 485552 (office) 
01858 468820 (home) 

Fax: 01858 467137 
e-mail 1 01522.3542@compuserve.com 

or visit website: www.1 uk.lt 
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PIONEERING THEORY 

Flight of the 
Alan Self rediscovers some 
early observations by WiWam 
Froude on soaring flight 

IT IS 1878. As HMS Boadicea approaches 
the Cape of Good Hope, William Froude 
MA LLD FRS, a 68-yea r-old invalid, 

watches an albatross souring. Froude has 
the inquiring eye of a sc ientist with many 
years' experience of fluid dynamics, 
applied to ship design. The bird's effort less 
flight must have a rational explaniJtion 
- but whence com ' the energy to keep it 
airborne without flapping? 

" ... th e birds," he notes, "seemed to soar 
almost ad libitum both in direc tion and in 
speed . Now starting aloft with sca rcely, if 
any, apparent loss of speed. Now skimming 
along close to the water, with the tip of one 
or other wing almost touching the surface 
for long distances, indeed now and then 
actua ll y touching it. .. The action was the 
more remarkable owing tu the lightness of 
the wind, which sometimes barely moved 
our sa il s, as we travelled on ly five knots 
before it, by help oi the screw .... " 1 

Froude then ca lculates the effect of a 
wave 1Oft high, moving at 50ft/sec in zero 
wind, on the air nea r it: " ... all along the 
side of the wave at its mid-height the air 
must approximatel y be ascending at the rate 
of three feet per second, and if the bird were 
so to steer its course and regulate its speed 
as to conserve thi s position he would have 
the advantage of a virtual upward air current 
having that speed." He then tries to relate 
the upcurrent of 3ft/sec to the sinking 
speed of the gliding albatross. Considering 
the w ing as as a pl ane surface at positive 
incidence with all lift generated by pressure 
on the underside, he derives fu r the bird: 

Sinking speed= 1.75-i(W/A) x ffi)_1 14 

p l!4 

1vhere W = weight of bird, A = wing area, 
r = ratio of total surface area to wing area, 
and F and P are constants for the fluid 
medium. For F and P he uses va lues for 
water, corrected for the density of air. 

Even when doubling P "on the score of 
advantage that might conceivably be 
derived from the curvature of the wing 
surface, " the sinking speed of the albatross 
would be 4.7ft/sec, so soaring in 3ft/sec 

albatross 
was impossible. Thi s was also much greater 
th an th e rate at whi ch anima ls seemed 
capable of lifting th emse lves by muscle 
power, estimated at O.Sft/sec by relating 
1 hp (SSOft. lb/sec) to the weight of a horse; 
if so, flapping flight would also be 
impossible. Neverthel ess, he concluded 

William Froude (1810-1879) RINA 

correc tl y that the wing loading W/A affects 
only the airspeed and nul the gl iding angle. 
And, iJS we ca n infer from the strength of 
thermals other birds use, 3ft/sec wou ld be 
soarable, given the sk ill tu fly within it. 

Froude also watched the albatross 
soaring in a gale. This needed a different 
exp lanation because there were no big 
waves: "These birds went high and went 
low, went fast and went slow, with the 
wind or against the wind ... going ahead 
and upwards if they pleased, not flapping a 
wi ng once for hours .. . An ascending 
current apparentl y uniformly distributed 
over a leve l ocean, and reaching to at least 
50 or 60 feet above it [was impossib le] ... 
for the air, if it was al l ascending, would 
leave a vacuum over the water. .. Two clays 
later. .. the air was for a long time so ful l of 

sea spray up to a level of 50 or 60 feet, th at 
it looked as if a heavy April shower was 
passing ... whatever cou ld ca rry spray to 
that height would answer the birds' purpose." 

After Froude's death, his son publi shed 
these observations 1, commenting that Lord 
Ray leigh's 1883 paper" could explain them. 
In two elega nt paragraphs, Ray leigh had 
proposed the theory of dynamic soaring in 
a wind gradi en t. By repeatedly fly ing 
downwind almost to the surface, turning 
and ascending in the increas ing headwind, 
" the bird may maintain hi s leve l, and even 
increase his avai lab le energy, wi thout doing 
a stroke of work ." 2 

The albatross's flight is now seen as an 
opportunist mi x of dynamic and upcurrent 
soaring.'-s Waves ca n intensify dynamic lift 
as the bird flies from the slower-moving air 
in the trough into the full force of the wind 
abuve4 , and can create slope li ft on the lee 
sides When following C1 sh ip, the bird may 
also use slope lift from the superstructure.4 

Froude died in South Africa in 1879; he 
had no contact with others already working 
towards a valid theory of fli ght. With his 
pioneering work on model testing in a 
WC!ter tank 1 and his knowledge of stream­
line flow and the venturi effect, he could 
have con tributed to the understanding of 
flight- and perhaps revised his low 
estimate of the albatross's performa nce. 
I thank tlw Roya l Institution u( 1\J.wtJI Architec 1 for penni!!Sion to 

rt•produu:' extract:;.lillustration.;; from n•fc::rPnct· 1. ~nd Anthony 

Edwl! rds for r('vk".ving lh i~ .Jrlick·. :\AOil species of albatross are 

enddngercd by long·Jin~ ls tung6. RdNcnces: I . fh(' P.1pers ni 

Wil/i,1m fmude. RIN 1'155: 140-"l44.1. R.J)'It·igh. IWS: The 

SoJrins v( Birds. Ndtuf(! 1 H83: 27: 534-535. J. Pennycui ck, Cl: 

Anim.11 Fli.~ht, Edward Arnold I ()72: .~8·.5 1 }. 4. ScOrPr, RS: 

I nvironmf'nl,ll ;\£>rodyn,lmics, Ell is H(Jrwood I 978: 449 ·45 2. 

l. H.1m1l10n, hV\: How the Alb.Jiro~:: Sn, 1 r~. S&C, ~Ph · .\·1¥th 

1<163: 1:) (). )2. G. (~roxa l l. J: Bird .. (RSPB ! Aulumn 2000: 17-(JO . 

Picturt' of JlbJtroS!' courtesy oi i\·1orris QuJilbcak 

- '--------"1.---- -

Froude's line drawings of streamlines were based on pioneering water tank experiments Froude ·s illustration of pressure drop in water flowing through a venturi 

December 2000 - January 200 1 41 

... 



THE RACING YEAR: JUNIORS 

How the 
contest 
was won 
The people who really know how a comp is won 
- and lost - are those who just missed out. 
The leading pack at Weston analyse their flights 

Day 1: Alcester-Banbury, 125km 
"A day when sensible pilots didn't go any­
where," says Leigh \!Veils (joint 2nd on the 
clay with Pete Masson), " I c limbed to about 
3,000ft at Banbury and did little other than 
glide it out. The sad thing was that Jay, the 
only pilot to pass Y, made it a contest clay, 
but because he flew through Hinton he got 
penalty points (as did many others) and 
ended with a negat ive score'" 

Pete adds: "The clay started very well but 
was forecast to overdevelop: we had large 
areas of spreadout and rain. My best 
decision was to be the first starter - it was 
obviously a distance clay. The key to 
winning was patience, both in weak climbs 
and waiting for the weJther to cyc le ... and 
cloud-climbing at the right time- which, 
sadly, the Duo Discus, which I was flying, 
isn't cleared for." 

Day 2: Worcester-Edgehill, 153km 
Pete Masson (who came joint 2nd with 
Gav Gouclie) says: "There were fantastic 
streets up to 10 miles short of Worcester 
- then J big shower. You had to get high 
before Worcester and glide round back 
to where the sun was on the ground, to 
have enough height to push on to the 
better thermals." 

Gav (below) adds: "After the previous 
day's exploits, everyone wanted a rJci ng 
clay; personally, I just hoped to be on task 
for more than 30 minutes. The run west 
WJS rciJtively str<t ightiorwJrd, with Leigh 
and Jeremy fl ying just out in front and Luke 
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were directed by 

Pete Straiten at RAF 

Weston on the Green. 

Leigh Wells. right. was 

third overall. "A big 

thank you to everyone 

at Weston from pilots 

and crew for making it 

such a good camp,·· he 

says. Terry Slater again 

arranged highly­

popular two-seater 

training in BGA and 

privately-owned gliders 

All photos: the white 

planes picture eo. 

just behind with Jay weJving his woy 
through the clouds ahove. 

Towards Broadway clouclbase was 
descending Jnd we could see J shower 
line between Worcester and us which 
appeared to have killed ofi everything. 

What you did <Jt the shower was the 
decider, though luck also played a part. By 
getting to the climb on the back edge 
slightly higher than most, and staying with 
it till cloudbasc, I cou ld glide the 25km to 
the TP and back w ith enough height to get 
away. Rounding the TP Jt 1 ,800ft and 
seeing Jay 300ft <Jbove, the only option was 
to return to the clouds at Evesham. 

The sight of John Coutts sticking the wing 
clown over the river gave some hope; this 
climb was weak but at 700ft it seemed like 
a good thing. Watching other gliders come 
in even lower was interes ting - especia lly 
when they eventually stopped moving! 
Better cu could be seen at Bidford and 
as soon as I thought I was high enough 
I headed th<tt way. A 3kt climb at Long 
Marston got me back to a sensible height. 

Jay, pair fly ing with his brother Luke, 
proved the benefit of flying in c loud. He 
used the 500-800ft he gained on the rest of 
us to great advantage: down the second leg 
it <tllowed him to leave the pack and cruise 
round the last turn to home." 

Day 3: Winchcombe-Oiney-Didcot, 240km 
"Climbs were a bit erratic before the stt1rt," 
says Jez Hood (3rd, ilbove) "but soon they 
became 6-7kt. When cond itions were good 
I pushed hard for the strong climbs, but it 
was equ<tlly importan t to slow up at a sen­
sible point if it looked poor ahead. Before 
Lhe first turn, for example, <Jt 2,400ft with 
1 Okm to run, I could see about 20 gliders 
low at the TP, so took a 3kt cl imb to keep 
out of trouble. Luke Rebbeck did the first 
1 OOkm then, going past Wcston on his wily 
to Olney, decided to start aga in. Finishing 
90 m ins after everyone else, he not only 
ilew 340km, but came second!" 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Pete Masson (above). twice Junior Nationals winner, 

hoped to become the first person to win it three times. 

He is pictured as he learned he'd been pipped at the 

post. The bug he d caught probably didn 'I help ... "The 

sad thing," he adds, "is that I'm too old now ... " 

Day 4: Worcester-Winchcombe-Gaydon, 
198km 
"The weather was disgustingly good - the 
so rt when you turn down 6kts because it'll 
slow you down," says Pete M asson (3rd). 
"The key to winning was flying heavy 
and slopp ing on ly for 8kts. The most 
memorable part of the day was seeing Jay 
flying past at <Jbout 15-20kts faster (I jest 
not) at a better glide angle than me - and 
rea lising his handicJp is somehow two 
points lower! Getting a cold during a 
comp is bad news, as well - it's distracting 
to cough all th e way round 200km ... " 

Day 5: Assigned Area Task, 2hrs 
Luke Rebbeck (3 rd, helow), was flying with 
older brother Jay: "The visibility was poor, 
thermals were weak and there was a front 
about to w ipe out the entir task area. I 
couldn 't believe that we would be set an 
AAT when the v isibility was so bad, so the 
task would be clown to luck, which it was. 
The day lost some people a lot of points 
due to unlucky early landouts. 

We were on a conservative strategy and 
made the decision to try to get back so Js 
to get mJximum benefit from fin al glide. 
We were lucky, too, that when we turned 
after the first sector, th ere were still some 
thermals. lt was the first AAT for many 
people - including me - and lots di dn't 
know the rul es." 

December 2000 - January 2001 

Day 6: Chilbolton-Ashbury-Bullington, 
256km 
"The day started blue and quite cold ," says 
jez Hood (J rd ), "but by noon conditions 
improved with lots of streeting and a threa t 
of spreadout, which never mJteriali sed. On 
tnsk, I stopped only once in the first 85km 
(for 1 ,OOOft in 6kts) and gut into the rhythm 
of w hen to leave climbs .. . but it wJs tr icky 
in the Didcot area on the way home. I lost 
the day by turning the downwind TP too 
low (a t 2,300ft under a 4,000ft cloudbase); 
I never recovered . The key lo the day was 
getting the last leg right, and ca tching the 
pulse at Didcot- which I d idn 't!" 

View from the winner 
"My Achill es heel in comps," sJys overall 
winner ]Jy Rebbeck (above, right), " has 
Jlways been consistency. M y first w in cJme 
in the South Afr ican Nationa ls this vear, but 
th e fi eld was relatively sma ll , so I ~ ~as 
eager for a good result in the juniors. 

Before th e comp I was hJppy with my 
practice (in the LS-8 ]ill Burry kindly lent 
me), so dec ided on a conservative strategy. 
In this spirit, Luke and I chose to pair fl y, 
hopi ng for consistent results. Thi s worked 
well, and but for some bJd luck on Luke's 
part, it wou ld have been a Rebbeck one­
two. The weather was the usual UK mixed 
bag; we successfully tiptoed on the tricky 
days and pushed hard on the fast clays. 

Pilot o verall Day 1 Day 2 
J Rebbeck 4126 (64 4-1 37 I 85 3 I 788 

2 P Masson 3962 (43.6) 2 15 82.3 2 765 
a L w Hs. ·1909 '"' n 2 1s a,.n 6 111 
4 J Hood 3877 (41.8) 5 '2 79.9 4 761 
5 G Goudl!' .3678 (26.8) 18 5 80.8 2 765 
6 R Hood 3580 (26.8) 10 7 58.9 7 676 
7 LRebbeck 3541 (35.7)39-7 (89.1)24323 
8 A Wells 3267 (35 .0) 44 ·22 58.2 9 653 
9 J Meyer 3179 (35.0) 7 10 56.3 12 640 
10 0 Wailers 3129 (14.5) 45 ·28 (69.5) 29 260 
11 J Clark 3121 (7.0) 25 0 47.2 18 596 
12 C Pelers 3116 (29.8) 10 7 57.2 10 651 
13 8 Birlison 3098 (41.7) 2 15 59.5 8 662 
14 MFox 3096 (18.5) 231 (9 1.1)23 333 
15 S Churchill 3007 (20.6) 22 2 53.3 13 631 
16 A Perkins 2973 (16.3) 25 0 (95.1) 21 346 
17 T Brenlon 2964 (23.8) 21 3 (146.3) 20 463 
18 E Garner 2951 (16.4) 25 0 47.1 15 6 16 
19 JPennanl 2912 (16.7)38·6 86.55758 
20 J Tanner 2888 (52. 1) 1 21 (83 .9) 26 307 
21 MParker 2838 (35 .1)49 -74 50 .9 15616 
22 D Wardrop 2784 (28 .8) 10 7 51 .8 14 624 
23 A lrving 2714 (34.0) 20 4 (59.5) 39 207 
24 C Smart 2575 (0.0) 25 0 49.2 17 610 
25 S Shah 2530 (18.4 ) 39-7 (60.7) 32 236 
26 S Morecraft 2525 (28.9) 10 7 (61.4) 35 216 
27 J Crowhursl 2478 (23.7) 18 5 (146.7) 19 559 
28 SDawson 2439 (4 1.9)71 0 57.7 11641 
29 K Davis 2327 (17.6) 41 ·8 (87.3) 22 336 
30 E Foxon 2293 (18.9) 23 1 (60.3) 37 211 
31 A Freeborn 2239 (29.7) 10 7 (64.4)33231 
32 M Cook 2165 (26.9) 16 6 (68 .8) 30 252 
33 J Warwick 2123 (12.0) 50 -132 (58.6) 31 242 
34 G Dadd 2039 (29.2) 10 7 (0.0) 47 0 
35 JMurdock 1910 (16.7)250 (5 1.1)42161 
36 A Gillson 1890 (11 .0) 25 0 (62.9) 40 203 
37 CHart 1876 (1 .9) 25 0 (8.2)47 0 
38 N lrving 1861 (14 .3)46 -40 (24.6)45 39 
39 R Nunn 1769 (34.3)6 11 (40.5) 43 128 
40 A Belleley 1667 (16.4)25 0 (56.5) 38 210 
41 J Clarke 1655 (15.4) 42 ·1 0 (76.4 ) 25 316 
42 H Nilhianandarajah 1485 (1 0.9) 46 -40 (55 .0) 41 185 
43 S Armilage 1476 (12 .9) 25 0 (72. 8) 28 271 
44 DBromley 1414 (24 .7) 166 (57.2)34217 
45 J Leacroft 1284 (1 9.9) 42 -10 (59.6)36 214 
46 T Charlesworth 1282 (1.9) 25 0 (0.0) 47 0 
47 M Pellican 1236 (29.0)9 8 (77.3) 27 304 
48 R Verrall 959 (8.8) 25 0 (25 .7) 44 63 
49 A Hill 493 (14.5)48 -44 (0.0) 47 0 
50 S Aldridge 94 (7.0) 25 0 (14 .9)46 16 
For each day. speed (or distance). position and points are shown. 

Day 4 - " Big WednesdJy" - was my 
most memorable day! Conditions were 
probab ly the best I've ever fl own in the 
UK; with a 200km task, Luke and! filled 
ou r LS-8s w ith wat rballast. A combination 
of sta rtin g on an excel lent cloud st reet, 
stopping on ly for 7kt climbs, and cruisi ng 
at 1 OOk ts saw me round the task at more 
than '120km/h, Luke close behind. \Nithout 
doubt thi s was the high point oi the comp. 

lt was a great fee ling to w in, especiall y 
with hot competiti on such as Luke, 
Pete Masson, Leigh Wells and jez Hood 
right behind. With selecti on for the junior 
Worlds team riding on the result, it was 
pJrti cula rl y satisfying. I ca n't wai t to i ly for 
Britain in FrJ nce next August ... " ~ 

Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 
!lS-25970 1243 t 800 6081586 10922963 
99. 1 1 1000 114.6 3 693 11 07 4)4 558 107.4 5 93 1 
9 "97 107 3, 646 1116816 5:;5 110.6 I 1000 
95 .7 3 977 107.4 6 647 (110.7) 7 511 108.1 3 969 
88 6 11 876 102.4 22 501 50 4 2 58~ 1oa.e 4 949 
81.91 4852 103.94674 (83.9)17450 98 .26921 
96.2 2 985 118.82 751 59.63 572 104.1 79 17 
87.0 13 855 95.1 19 535 (94.7) 16 464 93.7 13 782 
82 .9 21 785 99.2 14 565 53.5 8 SOS 86.3 27 674 
89.5 7 9 13 105.1 7 646 (104.2) 15 465 98.7 8 873 
87. 1 15 845 98.6 15 559 (97.0) 19 409 89.2 19 712 
79.9 22 765 90 9 21 505 (96.8) 10 500 85.7 24 688 
83.1 17 810 108.4 5 665 (53.7) 41 158 93.3 11 788 
87.9 10 878 105.5 10 639 (9 1.9) 14 466 92.6 14 779 
76.7 27 718 83.2 30 435 (9 1.1) 12 479 89.7 15 742 
84.5 16 830 100.6 17 551 (92.9) 20 404 97.4 10 842 
86.8 18 807 93 .2 23 487 54.5 6 515 90.1 23 689 
70. 7 33 695 82.0 27 471 (97.4 ) 18 448 82.7 18 72 1 
94.9 12 860 97 .5 24 486 (34.1)47 26 102.8 11 788 
91.9 6 923 98.6 13 567 (64.0) 36 200 I 00.5 9 870 
83.2 20 800 103.9 11 615 (50.6) 42 155 89.4 16 726 
82.6 19 803 88.1 25 480 (48.1) 43 147 88 .3 17 723 
78.6 24 745 95.3 18 546 53.5 9 504 87.1 20 708 
74 .3 35 684 79.0 36 384 (65.6) 35 210 85.5 25 687 
72.8 26 727 85.7 20 508 (85.9) 21 375 80.6 22 691 
77.5 25 730 85.5 28 456 (1 04 .5) 11 487 81.1 32 629 
70.4 29 701 72.2 37 383 (58.5) 34 220 74.0 33 610 
79.2 28 712 85.1 38 360 (93.3) 26 304 67.2 42 412 
85.9 9 887 103.0 9 645 (98 .1) 13 467 DNF 47 0 
70.9 37 636 83.3 29 436 (74.9) 22 348 83.6 28 661 
75.4 30 700 86.6 33 406 (68.0) 25 322 76.8 37 573 
88.6 8 889 102.8 12 614 (74.2) 38 199 (221.3) 45 205 
68.2 30 700 71.5 34 400 (69.6) 27 282 73.0 31 63 1 
62.7 40 519 96.2 16 554 (60.3) 27 282 84.8 26 677 
63.3 41 511 89.1 26 473 (52.4) 40 164 80.6 34 60 1 
74.4 38 628 82.7 35 388 (68.8) 31 245 73.7 41 426 
67.7 39 590 72.4 39 356 (68.8) 24 346 75.3 36 584 
75.3 32 699 73 .7 40 348 (56.9) 32 223 78 .3 35 592 
74 .9 23 747 (0.0) 50 -93 (64 .8) 29 275 82.2 21 701 
55.2 44 350 65.6 43 305 (65.2) 30 247 71 .6 38 555 
47.6 45 345 67.7 41 331 (54.2)39 173 66.9 39 500 
(51.5) 48 42 82 .9 31 432 (56.9) 32 223 82.2 30 643 
56.8 43 434 70.9 42 322 (61.1) 44 120 58.2 43 329 
70.5 34 691 (143.5)48 152(81.4 )22 348 (0.0) 47 0 
(79.4] 47 78 67.1 46 250 (59.6) 45 98 81.3 29 654 
55.9 42 470 67.1 44 301 (62.4) 36 200 57.0 44 31 1 
71.6 36 676 72.7 47 248 (0.0) 48 0 (0.0) 47 0 
(94 .7) 46 110 61.7 45 265 (28.6) 46 43 61.8 40 478 
DNF 50 0 76.3 32 408 (0 .0) 48 0 (1 44.1) 46 129 
(28.4) 49 21 (128.4) 49 57 (0.0) 48 0 DNF 47 0 
The pilots highlighted above contributed to the main report 
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THE RACING YEAR: NATIONALS RESULTS 

Overseas Nationals, Ocana 18 Metres, Aston Down 
Pilot Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Day 8 Day 9 Pilot Overall Day 1 Day 2 

1 M Wells 7918 16 739 2 741 1 1000 1~ 1000 4 923 So 729 3 964 1 1000 2 822 1 Keith Nicolson 1917 103.9 2 91 7 87.8 1 1000 
2 S Crabb 7871 2 921 11 607 10 842 4 967 2 995 2 798 1 1000 3 990 6 751 2 Martyn Welts 1875 104.4 1 923 82. 8 5 952 
3 L Welts 7764 1 935 1 764 2 968 11 883 7 830 5= 729 5 919 4 975 5 761 3 Brian Marsh 1856 I 03 .0 3 905 82.8 6 95 1 
4 J Wills 7750 5 865 3 707 4 933 6 961 5 882 3 767 2 985 10 814 I 836 Andrew Hall 1841 100.9 5 879 83.9 4 962 
5 P Jellery 7173 8 831 13 585 3 959 8 907 3 937 7 727 10 848 20 662 7 717 Peter Coward 1839 101 .9 4 891 82.5 7 948 
6 P Crabb 7053 25 162 8 640 8 850 1o 1000 I 1000 1 799 14 821 2 992 3 789 6 Howard Jones 1792 96.9 14 826 84.3 2 966 
7 G Dale 6748 9 823 16 552 14 794 12 856 12 756 10 677 16 798 11 808 9 684 7 Leigh Wells 1775 100.0 7 867 78.4 10 908 
8 G Stingemore 6701 17 737 5 682 15 737 16 805 9 810 19· 538 12 823 12797 4 772 8 Gavin Goudie 1771 100.5 6 873 77.3 11 898 
9 P Shelton 6676 10 816 9 612 24 577 5 965 16 688 11 671 15 804 5 930 15=613 9 lan Cook 1736 96.215818 79.4 8 918 
10 J Tanner 6583 13 750 12 587 9 847 17 759 14 713 14 648 7 897 13 758 14 624 1 0 Richard Bro,vne 1721 97.3 10 831 76.6 13 890 
11 J Rebbeck 6506 18 735 24 376 5 890 9 906 23 606 21 507 6 911 6 926 11 649 11 Rodney Wilier 1716 97.4 9834 75.7 16 882 
12 M Durham 6482 3 912 27 220 7 854 10 893 10 791 8 706 13 822 22 648 12 636 12 Alister Kay 1709 97.2 11=830 75.4 17= 879 
13 K Barker 6462 21 473 7 660 17 676 3 999 6 839 4 764 4 922 7 925 26 204 13 Steve Jones 1706 97.0 13 827 75.4 17= 879 
14 K 1ipple 6405 11 761 4 688 20 611 27 363 8 827 9 691 9 881 9 828 8 695 14 Paul Brice 
15 J Spencer 6237 6 838 21 446 11 836 18 719 15 704 26 382 11 837 8 881 19 594 Wayne Aspland 1666 92.919775 76.612891 
16 P Toquero 5841 19 704 17 548 26 498 15 826 19 646 13 653 17 71 4 18a 706 20 546 1 5 Gary Stingemore 1621 97.4 24 733 76.3 15 888 
I 7 G Spreckley 5636 15 747 15 562 18 673 14 831 18 662 16 605 28 218 14 739 18 599 1 6 John Spencer 1608 90.5 23 744 73.8 20 864 
18 R Blac,more 5455 14 748 20 522 16 728 23 582 26 485 19~ 538 19 703 25 617 21 532 17 Oliver Ward 1606 88.425 717 76.4 14 889 
19 A Clarke 5195 4 891 26 240 29 97 20 658 17 679 25 438 8 882 19 697 1 5~6 1 3 18 Leigh Hood 1554 78.6 32 591 84.0 3 963 
20 K Glossop 51 75 29 23 10 610 23 592 19 702 11 774 23 481 20 684 23 645 10 664 1 8 Dennis Campbell 1554 82.4 30 639 79.1 9 915 
21 D lnnes 5087 20a 665 19 528 21 627 2 1 639 25 497 22 488 22 653 26 483 23 507 20 Simon Housden 1448 77.1 34571 75.2 19 877 
22 A Knight 5021 30 2i 28 208 13 822 13 851 13 730 15 627 21 678 27 459 13 625 21 Jack Luxton 1352 97.2 I 1• 830(322.3) 25 522 
23 J Clemens 4717 26 128 30 11 2 12 832 7 909 20~ 613 18 590 27 274 15 734 22 525 22 David Watt 1347 95.6 17 810 (331.0) 22 537 
24 A Sinks 4646 12 760 6 678 25 540 24 467 22 61 2 27 376 26 278 17 710 25 225 23 Robert Welford 1327 95.2 18 804 (322.8) 24 523 
25 P Baker 4635 28 39 14 573 19 672 22 595 20= 613 17 591 29 213 16733 17 606 24 Tony Moulang 1303 96.0 I 6 815 (302.6) 3 I 488 
26 P Aossrer 4585 7 835 22• 402 22 618 25 433 24 559 24 471 25 283 2 1 657 24 327 25 Ray Payne 1286 92.2 20 766 (321 .0) 26 520 
27 P Mclean 3454 22 464 25 249 27 307 26 37 1 28a 386 28 345 18 704 28 454 27 174 26 Bob Bromwrch 1282 91.0 22 751 (327.8) 23 531 
28 C Lyttelton 2700 27 78 29 154 6 859 DNF 0 DNF 0 12 666 24 309 24 634 bNF 0 27 Richard Smith 1269 91.9 21 762 (31 3.6) 29 507 
29 P Onn 2105 24 223 22~ 402 28 104 30 31 29 333 30 269 23a415 29 328 DNFO 28 lain Evans 1216 84.5 29 666 (338.81 21 550 
30 M Crucitaga 1615 23 340 18 538 30 46 29 315 30 75 29 301 DNFO DNF 0 DNF 0 29 Douglas Gardner I 213 86.9 27 697 (31 8.41 27 5 16 
31 P Vico 1034 DNF 0 DNF 0 DNF 0 28 327 27 462 31 245 ONF 0 DNF 0 DNF 0 30 Jerry Langrick 11 95 87.9 26 711 (326.01 32 484 

31 Andrew Reid 1084 80.2 31 61 1 (293.51 33 473 
31 Frank Jeynes 1084 78.5 33 589 (305.91 30 495 
33 Chrls Starkey 91 4 63.7 35 398 (318.6) 27 516 
34 Derek Westwood 850 98.7 8 850 (16.9) 35 0 
35 Ron Brrdges 822 85.2 28 675 (102.41 34 147 
36 Geoffrey Payne 131 (134.91 36 131 DNF 35 0 
Hors Concours 
> 1 John Coutts 2017 109.5 >1 989 90.7 >1 1028 

Club Class, Pocklington 
Pilot Tolat Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 

1 R Hood 3666 17.7 2 954 55.7 12 81 1 691 10 901 (274 t) j 1000 
2 P Masson 3664 69.6 11 850 55.9 11 8 14 76.1 1 1000 (274.! ) 1 1000 Open Class, Aston Down 
3 A Darlington 3647 81.4 1 1000 54.8 14 798 70.0 7 913 (259.8) 9 936 
4 G Macdonald 3595 75.8 3 929 613 8 886 63.9 18 827 (263.6) 5 953 Pllol Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 
5 8 Fox 3499 57.5 22 705 63.2 4 924 66.8 12 878 (269.61 3 992 I Peter Harvey 3122 87.1 I 7 14 102.9 1 1000 99.1 2 970 63.6 1 438 
6 AJelden 3463 67.5 13 834 54.9 12 811 65.1 14 853 (263.61 4 965 2 Russell Cheetham 2908 67.4 9 595 100. I 2 959 101.3 1 1000 (1 4 1.61 3 354 
7 P Sheard 3411 67.3 16 793 65.6 5 907 74.9 3 951 (226.91 21 760 3 Chris Railings 2750 69.96612 94.1 7 872 98.1 4 957 (133.11 4 309 
8 J Stephen 3404 67.4 14 823 67.0 3 962 57.5 22 736 (247.91 14 883 4 Peler Sheard 2646 67.2 8 596 92.4 11 847 94.9 8 912 (118.51 8 291 
9 M Cuming 3393 67.2 17 783 61 .39 841 70.0 13 874 (260.71 13 895 5 Ken Hartley 2612 77.8 3 659 92.1 12 843 97.2 7 944 (1 17.01 16 166 
10 J Williams 3367 69.0 10 852 52.4 16 777 68.5 9 903 (235. 11 18 835 6 Robin May 2515 78.2 2 661 96.4 3 906 90.5 10 851 (5091 20 97 
11 C Emson 3192 72.8 7 891 69.6 2 997 (245.1 1 24 422 (247.81 15 882 7 John Gorringe 2513 5 1.0 13 500 90 I 16813 94.6 9 908 (1 18.9) 6 292 
12 H Rebbeck 3191 75.2 8 881 73.8 1 1000 65.320811 (1 36. 11 27 499 8 John Giddins 2481 55.7 I I 522 92.6 10 850 88.01 2817 (1 19.7) 6 292 
13 D Crosby 3146 70.1 12 837 46.7 20 672 72.4 4 926 (206.71 23 7 11 9 Oavid Allison 2436 65.9 10 588 88.5 18 790 98.3 3 958 (52.01 18 1 00 
14 R Johnson 2988 62.8 18 764 (90.81 24 358 70.9 4 926 (260.71 8 940 I 0 Jed Edyvean 2365 7 1.7 5 619 94.3 6 875 84.7 14 772 (51.51 19 99 
15 J Hitchcock 2907 64.0 20 745 50.2 18 700 71.3 11 892 (162.01 25 570 1 1 Bernie Morns 2301 76.2 4 649 78.6 23 646 80.9 19 719 (117.31 10 287 
16 D lnnes 2779 66.6 15 794 47.7 19 685 66.6 16 846 (117.81 30 454 I 2 Phihp Jones 2259 (89.91 I 8 174 92.1 12843 97.6 6 949 (119.51 5 293 
17 K Davies 2725 76.0 5 910 (0.01 30 0 71.2891 0 (258.01 I I 905 13 Ralph Jones 2199 (102.7) 14 206 94.8 4 883 77.6 23 674 61 .0 2 436 
18 P Frrtclte 2705 (54.21 30 78 60.3 10 828 73.16 917 (257.51 15882 I 4 Tim Parker 2154 (84. 1 1 23 160 93.5 20 763 98. 1 5 956 (I 17.21 14 275 
19 D Auttle 2621 76.8 5 910 (126.6) 22 449 63.5 21 795 (122.1) 28 467 I 5 Lemmy Tanner 2150 53.8 12 517 75.8 26 605 82.71 7 744 (I i6.2) 11 284 
20 NWedi 2563 74.4 9 871 (25.1) 27 58 67.417839 (237.3) 20 795 I 6 David lnnes 2098 (100.31 16 200 89.9 17 810 90.2 13 807 (119.01 12 281 
21 J Smith 2524 (0.01 32 0 62.5 6 902 53. I 23 674 (262.4 1 7 948 17 Mike Thick 2015 67.4 7 597 90.1 15814 68.4 25 548 (37.0) 25 56 
22 ANunn 2365 (34.81 3 1 38 56.2 16 777 76.0 2 956 (170.6) 24 594 18 MikeForeman 1900 (88.81 19 171 93.9 8 869 84.3 15 767 (49.61 22 93 
23 P Whitehead 2268 76.24913 (22.31 28 49 66.715 848 (1 18.61 29 458 I 9 Chrislyttelton 1848 (73.81 27 135 94.8 5 882 82.3 18 740 (49.01 23 91 
24 I Freestone 21 74 58.621 711 54.315791 (77.2) 28 126 ( 142. 7) 26 546 20 David Findon 1833 (94.61 17 I 86 79.0 22 652 79.9 21 706 (117.7) 9 289 
25 T Head 2031 63.9 19 752 (0.0) 30 0 (223.01 26 373(260.6) I 0 906 21 John Glossop 1831 (95.0) 26 137 93.7 9 866 84.2 16 766 (39.1 I 24 62 
26 M Armstrong 1995 (240.1) 23 460 (i 15.81 21 504 (52.3) 29 82 (247.1) 6 949 22 Lucy Withall 1830 (102.71 14 206 90.5 14 8 19 78.5 22 687 (58.31 17 118 

R Dell 23 Richard Kalln 1643 (83.6) 24 159 73.4 27 570 88.1 11 819 (51 .11 21 95 
27 M Mee (120.41 26 2 12 (124.41 23 438 (236.41 25 390(24 1.71 19 815 24 Jon Arnold 1610 (84.41 22 161 79.5 21 659 65.5 26 509 (117.3112281 
28 M Jordy (77.31 29 128 (0.01 30 0 64.8 19 812 (259.61 I 2 901 25 Simon Adlard 1513 (85.2) 21 163 77.5 24 629 80.3 20 7 12 (21.01 26 9 

M Sheahan (78.3) 27 I 36 (61 .31 25 244 (79.4) 27 130 (245.41 17 871 26 Ken Lloyd 1391 (85.61 20 164 75.9 25 606 73.424617 (19.51 27 4 
M Rebbeck (82.01 28 135 6507 888 (22.4) 31 9 (64.61 32 210 27 Paul Stanley 1016 (0.01 28 0 86.7 19 764 (106.31 28 72 (81 .01 15 180 
M Garwood (133.3) 25 247 (54.41 26 210 (1.01 32 0 (212. 11 22 744 28 David Gardiner 908 (76.0) 25 140 71.0 28 536 (308.01 27 232 DNF 
D Staff (21941 24 373 (18.01 29 25 (46.0) 30 56 (107.4) 31 396 



NATIONALS & REGIONALS RESULTS 

15-Metre Nationals, Lasham Standards, Dunstable 
Pilot Total Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 Day 6 Day 7 Pilot Day 1rTotal 

I E Johnston 5079 11 5.0 3 768 88.3 3 967 101 .8 15 550 102.3 6 904 102.1 1 1000 (173.3) 13 457 (164.6) 5 433 1 M Young 1000 
2 P Jones 4933 103.0 13 682 82.0 14 908 108.9 6 604 107.2 2 970 94.2 18 852 (169 3) 21 443 (175.5) 1 474 2 L Wells 993 
3 G McAndrew 4795 109.0 5 742 79.3 21 882 106.510586 99.4 9 863 92.4 14 899 (173.2) 16 456 (148.4) 27 367 3 P Sheard 991 
4 R Cheetham 4739 115.0 2 799 82.513912 108.19598 104.1 3 928 97.9 3 957 (177.2) 7 470 (49.2) 36 75 4 M Wells 974 
5 G Stingemore 4682 110.1 4 754 83.1 12918 99.4 22 525 90.2 26 737 86.8 21 841 (168.3) 25 440 (173.5) 2 467 5 P Coward 949 
6 S Jones 4671 109.0 5 742 88.5 2 969 108.8 7 603 109.3 1 1000 (474.8) 35 463 (178.1) 4 473 (161.6) 11 421 6 P Shelton 947 
6 P Harvey 4671 119.7 1 850 (314.7) 39 400 115.8 1 657 104.1 3 928 97.0 7 936 (177.3) 7 470 ( 163.9) 6 430 7 A Clarke 943 
8 R Browne 4542 100.7 18 660 81.0 17898 87.5 33 441 101.3 8 889 87.0 20 843 (154.9) 44 395 (160.3) 12 416 8 K Barker 929 
9 P Sheard 4534 100.8 17 661 84.5 11 931 97.9 24 520 97.0 15 831 87.8 18 852 (1 70.1 ) 18 446 (130.2) 31 293 9 R Cheetham 925 
10 GSm1lh 45 18 101.6 16 668 86.3 6 948 79.5 39 380 98.5 10 851 89.1 16 865 (1 58.1 ) 42 406 (156.4) 19 400 10 S Scou 922 
11 M Wells 4464 108.2 8 735 87 8 4 962 84.336 416 102.6 5 908 85.2 23 824 (176.6) 10 468 (78.5) 32 151 11 T Thirkell 910 

1 12 
D Allison 4433 100.3 19 656 91.9 1 1000 111 .7 2 625 97.3 13 835 (474.8) 35 463 (165.6) 29 43 1 (162.2) 10 423 12 P Payne 899 

13 J Willon 4420 93.8 30 591 73.9 27 832 96.5 26 509 97.9 12 843 82.8 27 800 (177.9) 5 472 ( 149.8) 25 373 13 H Hood 899 
14 M Strathern 4418 104.5 11 697 81.515 903 109.1 5 605 98.4 11 850 94.7 11 904 (174.0) 12 459 (1 9.5) 43 0 14 D Davis 892 
15 M Pike 4348 100.1 21 646 78.7 22 877 88.3 32 447 79.4 46 589 97.9 3 957 (163.3) 32 423 (158.7) 14 409 15 A Redrnan 884 
16 P David 4319 102.9 13 682 84.9 9 934 111 .0 3 620 89.3 28 726 92.8 11 904 (1 68.8) 23 44 1 (26.4) 42 12 16 GSmith 878 
17 K N1cholson 4280 89.6 35 549 85.5 8 941 100.9 17 543 89.9 29 724 98.2 2 959 ( 182.9) I 489 (49.3) 36 75 

17 M Durham 876 18 J Hallam 4257 106.2 10 714 76.5 26 856 108.58601 82.1 44 626 96.4 6 941 (165.9) 28 432 (53.6) 35 87 
18 M Jordy 862 

19 A Hall 4217 100.2 20 655 794 20 884 103.4 13 562 97.2 14 833 (469.8) 40 458 (146.5) 46 371 (169.7) 4 454 
19 G Metcalle 827 20 D Masson 4170 103.2 12 684 86.8 5 952 90.2 35 424 86.3 38 684 97.4 5 952 (165.4) 30 430 (37.7) 39 44 
20 J Langrick 820 21 w Aspland 4125 98.2 24 635 (344.3) 30 444 103.2 14 561 91.8 24 760 85.8 22 830 (176.4) 11 467 (163.4) 8 428 

22 G Melcalfe 4070 8 1.5 46 468 71.728812 110.74618 102.0 7 899 (467.9) 41456 (161 .0) 37 415 (156.9) 17 402 21 J Glossop 818 

23 B Bromwich 4020 99.1 22 644 84.8 9 934 92.4 28 478 92.4 30 723 81.4 31 784 (173.3) 13 457 (20.3) 43 0 22 K Nicholson 807 

24 B Thirkell 3997 (229.0) 47 21078.1 25 871 81.4 38 394 94.1 17 791 93.8 9 913 (169.1) 21 443 (1 50.4) 24 375 23 J Spencer 767 

25 K Harlley 3925 88.4 37 537 (320.0) 35 407 105.5 11 578 89.2 30 723 92.5 13 900 (155.1) 44 395 (1 52. 7) 23 385 24 B Fox 763 

26 J Gorringe 3902 94.2 29 595 (31 8.0) 36 405 984 23 524 92.8 23 773 83.5 25 807 (173.2) 16 456 (142.3) 30 342 25 P Crabb 753 

27 A Pozerskis 3874 98.9 23 642 (322.8) 33 412 90.0 30 460 84.6 41 660 88.9 17 863 (163.1) 34422 (160.1 ) 13415 26 B Morris 752 

28 R Smith 3815 94.4 28 597 80.9 17 898 (1 69.9) 45 215 89.0 32 722 93.0 10 906 (163.7) 31 424 (40.9) 38 53 27 B Marsh 737 

29 P Jelfery 3810 88.3 38 536 78.3 24 873 82.7 37 404 88.1 34 709 (459.4) 45 447 (168.4) 25 440 (1 56.7) 18 401 28 D Hilton 68 t 

30 D Byass 3802 92.5 32 578 80.8 19 896 968 25 512 77.1 47 558 80.1 33 771 (169.6) 20 444 (37.3) 40 43 29 S Harland 669 
31 SEll 3800 108.6 7 739 (379.0) 29 495 79.0 40 376 93.5 20 782 83.8 26 802 (177.5) 6 471 (72.1) 33 135 30 J Edyvean 667 
32 R Pentecost 3718 99.8 25 614 (332.2) 31 426 101.2 16 545 87.0 36 694 82.5 28 796 (98.1) 47 240 (1 57.3) 16 403 31 R Johnson 661 
33 H Jones 3699 106.9 9 722 78.6 23 876 (47.9) 49 36 93.8 18 786 (467.7) 41 456 (163.3) 32 423 (1 56.3) 19 400 32 K Payne 649 
34 J Langrick 3682 94.6 27 599 81.016899 86.7 34 434 89.5 27 728 (474.9) 35 463 (1 77.3) 7 470 (54.4) 34 89 33 P Harvey 645 
35 I Evans 3666 84.3 44 496 (280. 1) 4 1 348 99.2 21 530 81.5 45618 85.2 23 824 (163.1) 34 422 ( 163.3) 8 428 34 J Hallam 635 
36 D Booth 3588 98.8 26 601 (322.3) 34 411 100.8 18542 70.7 48 470 81.0 32 781 (161.1) 36 416 (148.4) 27 367 35 L Withall 622 
37 B Morris 3544 85.3 42 506 (316.1) 37 402 105.511 578 82.4 42 631 81.9 30 790 (86.0) 48 207 ( 163.9) 6 430 36 NWeir 464 
38 K Tipple 3541 85.7 43 SOS (256.9) 44 314 77.9 41 367 93.7 19 785 79.9 34 769 (159.7) 39 411 (154.0) 22 390 37 NWall 453 
39 R Knight 3537 877 40 530 (1 89.4) 47 227 99.6 19 533 96.6 16 826 95.8 8 935 ( 182.2) 2 486 DNF 43 0 38 A Tribe 451 
40 P Brice 3515 (42.6) 49 37 85.6 7 942 91.4 29 471 86.4 37 686 (447.0) 46 435 (180.5) 3 481 (172.5) 3 463 39 J Rebbeck 448 
41 F Davies 3468 91.7 33 570 (315.9) 38 401 99.3 20 531 82.1 43 627 90.7 15 882 (173.3) 13 457 DNF 43 0 40 D Byass 440 
42 P Naegli 3467 101.7 15670 (331 .3) 32 424 76.3 42 355 88.1 34 709 (466.4) 44 455 (170.0) 19 445 (1 58.6) 14 409 41 D Allison 440 

1 43 
P Frilche 3071 92.7 31 580 (298 2) 45 235 84.6 44 31 7 84.7 40 662 (475.4) 35 463 (168.7) 23 441 (1 49.9) 25 373 42 SEll 419 

44 E Smallbone 3040 91.7 33 570 (279.8) 41 348 96.4 26 509 90.5 25 742 (468. I) 41 456 (161 .0) 37 415 (0.0) 43 0 43 A Browne 418 
45 G Payne 2867 (204.9) 48 198( 193.4) 46 232 95.6 31 455 93.3 21 780 82.2 29 793 (1 59.2) 40 409 (19.6) 43 0 44 P Brice 409 
46 C Lyttellon 2812 94.0 41 527 (57.9) 49 52 1 178.2) 47 198 93.2 22 779 (475.2) 35 463 (168.5) 25 440 (144.9) 29 353 45 W Kay 398 

r 7 
J Bell 2792 87.9 39 532 (285.2) 40 356 (176.6) 48 196 88.7 33 716 (224.4) 48 187 (158.0) 43 405 (156.4) 19 400 46 J Tanner 389 

48 N Howes 2533 89. 1 36 544 (271.5) 43 335 73.2 43 332 84.8 39 663 (261.5) 47 222 (1 58.4) 41 407 (32.8) 41 30 47 CAIIdis 386 
49 A Payne 874 82.1 45 474 (157.9) 48 186 (189.3) 46 214 DNF 49 0 DNF 49 0 DNF 49 0 DNF 43 0 48 R Johnson 371 
50 E Downham 0 (0.0) 50 0 DNF SO 0 DNF 50 0 DNF 49 0 DNF 49 0 DNF 49 0 DNF 43 0 49 R Hart 261 

50 H Aebbech 157 
51 S Crabb 0 

t__ 

Booker Regionals Mountain Soaring, Deeside 
A Class Pilot Total B Class Pilot Total Pilot Total 

1 D Campbell 2538 1 A Nunn 2482 1 R W1lson 2755 

B MorrisJJ Warren 2523 2 B Forresl 2262 2 J Stephen 2038 

A Jelden 2460 M Forster/J Turner 2237 3 P Gray 1989 

4 S Jones 2263 4 D Hea111 1980 4 M Jerman 1910 

5 J McCosim 2097 5 B Sinden/J Moore 1819 5 A Arkle 1294 

6 A Perley 2076 6 A Birbeci<ID Byass 1749 6 P Aoberts 1232 

7 D Caun1 2050 7 A Smith 1432 7 D FeakesrT Salchell 759 

8 JWhile 1787 8 0 Lamb 942 8 S SI Pierre 721 

9 G Lyons/G lvey 1631 9 N Collins 827 9 B Bollom/0 Mart1n 718 

10 M Hardwich 1487 10 A Laylee 796 10 J Davidson. R Hall. A Cutts 623 

11 W Parker 1321 11 D Staff 765 L Ferguson-Dalling 

12 D Cooper 1177 12 R Stmey 634 11 C Dewhurst 482 

l 13 M MeerP Sheard/B Cooper 0 13 A Smith 410 12 A Eddie,M WhymenliC Pelers 476 

14 C Kldd 0 14 A Bickerton 0 13 D Mackay 303 

Aerobatic Nationals 
Sportsman 
1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

Intermediate 
1 

Pilot 
Malcolm Hodgson 
Paul Crump 
Pal Farrelly 
Dav1d Ocklelon 
Nikkl Mills 
Stephen Lewis 

Graham Saw 

Overall % 
72.110 
7 1.495 
62.655 
62.525 
52.993 
52.073 

77.563 

EASTERN REGIONALS 
Norfolk Gliding Club 

Tibenham Airfield 
2 John Gilbert 75.978 
3 Andrew Cunningham 73.624 

Glyn Yeales 70.591 26 May- 3 June 2001 
Unlimited 
1 Guy Weslgale 71.237 

Details and entry form from Bonnie Wade 
2 tan Tunstall 69.361 

lL 
Jamie Alien 64.497 
Paul Conran 62.255 
M1ke Woollard 6.787 

Tel: 01508 531406 ore-mail bonnie.wade@btinternet.com 

December 2000 - January 2001 

... 
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THE RACING YEAR: REGIONALS 

Exciting racing in the mountains 
THE UK Mountain Soaring Championships, 
at Deeside GC in the Grampians and 
Cairngorms, exploits the specia l soaring 
offered by mounta inous terrain. The rules 
generally mirror regiona ls but, while the 
primary aim is to test competitive cross­
country flying in, some tasks al locate a 
percentage of poin ts to height ga in. Cross­
countries usuall y require careful <Jn<Jiysis 
of time spent gain ing height (converted to 
distance or speed), but this Ciln force pil ots 
to consider the height element, balancing 
the strategic merits of wave or thermals. 
Day 1 Non-contest day; no-one got pastY. 
Day 2 (dist/spd: Tarfside-Rynie-lnsh 
111 km). Marginal thermals, weak wave. 
Mark jerman c<Jme first. Most pilots landed 
out. 
Day 3 (disl!spd: Linn of Dee-Rhynie 
- Ballater 147km). A difficu lt thermal d<Jy 
with rapid over-convection Jnd rain . Dickie 
Feakes was the sole finisher. Richard Arkle 
rounded two TPs only to find his b<1rograph 
had fai led. Seven of us landed at Braemar. 
Day 4 (POST +50':-'o height: 5 TPs, Huntly to 
Pitlochry.) An excellent wave day (cl imbs to 
20,000ft) but it went unstable leaving a few 
unfortunates struggling in thermals or rotor 

F41~ c:J~ r-te:: 

whi le the boys on top cruised round. Heavy 
cloud made Pitlochry particularly chal lenging. 
Roy Wi lson won (3 71 km and 17,500ft max ht). 
Day 5 (d ist/spd+25°/t,ht, Tomintoui- Braemar 
- H untly 163km). Another good wave day 
(climbs to 18,000ft) ogain complic<Jted by 
instability and cloud. Roy won again, 
add ing that he didn 't see a TP all day! 
Day 6 (disl/spd +25%ht, Pitlochry-Huntly­
Spirtal of Glenshee, 29Skm). Yet another 
good wave day (cl imbs to '16,500ft), but it 
went unst<Jble early, leaving a few pi lots 
stranded in therma ls. Heavy c loud from 
Braemar to Pitlochry tested the pack. Jack 
Stephen, Richard Arkle and Ray Wil son 
ventured over cloud to ci<Jim the honours 
with Jack, in determ ined mood, winning. 

The Scottish mountai ns \.vere at their 
most stunning, offering a combination of 
thermal and wave probably unsurp<Jssed in 
the UK. An exciting, testing competition 
where most cross-country ki lometres were 
flown above cloud, over the mountains, 
sometimes hard against the rocky crags .. . 
but w ith scant interference from airspace. 
Roy Wilson & Richard Arkle ~ 

/hanks to: Marsh Insurance, Royal Lochnagar Distillery, 
Loch Kinord Hotel, \1\falkers ShortlJnwl 

=<£) =m~==•T=$ 
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C's of A, REPAIRS AND GLASSWOAK 

Purpose built glider workshop on a SOOyd grass strip 
2 nautical miles SW of Warminster 

Currently maintaining over 15 motorgliders 
Please fly in, call or write to: 

Tim Oews, Airborne Composites, The Hangar, Wing Farm, Longbridge, Oeverill, 
Warminster, Wilts BA12 700. 

Tel: 01985 840981 (workshop) or 01985 841125 (home) 
Fax: 01985 841126 • Mobile: 0378 9632n • E-Mall: TlmothyOews@msn.com 

www.airbornecomposites.co.uk 

Gransden Regionals 
SUMMER graced us with her presence j ust 
in time for a successful seven-day cornp: 60 
pi lo ts faced a demanding but friendly batt le 
in two c lasses, with Peter & Richard Baker 
directing/task-setting. Overa ll, the Sport 
Class w ere tasked 1 H22km (p lus Assigned 
Area Task), the Club Class, 1464km (+AAT). 

Day 2 ended with thunderstorms and the 
arriva l of Nationals pilots from Lasham. The 
severe weather caused more excitement for 
our pilots: aerotow retrieves had to be 
aborted and one combination had to stay 
overnight at Enstone. These pi lots were 
also frustrated by early morning mist bu t 
managed to return just in time for briefing. 

Day J sent the competitors east; some 
found an advantage in the sea breeze front. 
Loca l [1ilots came into their own during 
these int resting, unpred ictable conditions, 
Grilham Drury winning Club Class and 
Richard Maskel l Sport. An AAT on Thursday 
kept everyone on their toes and caught a 
few people out. Basil Fairston (C lub) did 
207.2km and Pau l Shelton (Sport) 195.7km. 

After a well-earned couple of days' rest, 
the competition culm inated in a racing day 
to the east fo r the Club Class, but many of 
the Sport Clas5 were downed by showers. 

The contest (full results on p49) wi ll be 
remembered for its fun, food and beer, and 
for the way the organisers faci litated a w eek 
of cha llenging, varied flying- making the 
most of the conditions in what has at times 
seemed a frustmting year, weather-wise. \. . 
Sarah Drury ~ 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.airbornecomposites.co.uk
mailto:TlmolhyDewS@msn.com


THE RACING YEAR; RATINGS 

The UK's top pilots 
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23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

SG Jones 

RA Cheetham 

TJ Wills 

os Watt 

PG Sheard 

MD Wells 

EW Johnston 

AE Kay 

LM Wells 

TJ Scott 

PJ Harvey 

MJ Young 

PG Crabb 

R Hood 

PJ Coward 

PR Jones 

GE McAndrew 

PM Shelton 

AJ Davis 

PJ Masson 

AJ Clarke 

G SUngemore 

KO Barker 

CC Railings 

AA Darlington 

SJ Crabb 

RA Browne 

GN Smith 

R Thirkell 

G MacDonald 

KJ Hartley 

K Nicolson 

AD Payne 

RC May 

RL Fox 

DW Allison 

BC Marsh 

JP Gorringe 

A Jelden 

SJ Redman 

JN W\lton 

JN Rebbeck 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 

59 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

70 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

BT Spreckley 

JB Gidd1ns 

MJ Jordy 

AG Hall 

M Slrathern 

MW Durham 

Ml Pike 

J Stephen 

P Jelfery 

N Hacketl 

P Davis 

HA Rebbeck 

JR Edyvean 

GC Melcalle 

JM Hood 

MF Cumlng 

H Jones 

Langrick 

SJ Harland 

RH Blackmore 

BC Morris 

PR StaHord·Allen 

CG Starkey 

IM Evans 

JA Hallam 

OM Ward 

B Flewel 

G Goudie 

Will iams 

BA Fairston 

JDJ Glossop 

GG Dale 

ER Smith 

NO lille\1 

JH Pennant 

AV Nunn 

OR Campbell 

DC Chappell 

OJ Wailers 

JA Tanner 

CR Emson 

R Jones 
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86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

115 

116 

117 

118 

119 

120 

121 

122 

123 

124 

125 

126 

RJ Welford 

D Masson 

DP Francis 

PW Armstrong 

LM Rebbeck 

JD Spencer 

LS Hood 

JG Alien 

R Johnson 

CC Lyttelton 

MG Throssell 

P Stanley 

IR Cook 

W Aspland 

T Stuart 

AC Wells 

TM Mitchell 

AJ Stone 

GM Spreckley 

lP Freestone 

M Judkins 

P Rackham 

GF Wearing 

R Maisonpierre 

M Critchlow 

TJ Parker 

Meyer 

PF Brice 

D Westwood 

BR Forrest 

CJ Mclnnes 

0 Crosby 

RC Bromwich 

J Luxton 

DE Findon 

SR Housden 

R Maskell 

o Will lams 

AF Watson 

LE Tanner 

WT Craig 

0 Draper 

t27 

128 

129 

130 

131 

132 

133 

134 

135 

136 

137 

138 

139 

140 

141 

142 

143 

144 

145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 

155 

156 

157 

158 

159 

160 

161 

162 

163 

164 

165 

166 

167 

168 

RB Wilier 

T Milner 

Cl ark 

R Smilh 

Rose Johnson 

DA Booth 

Smilh 

GW Craig 

GD Morris 

JG Arnold 

L Withall 

OS lnnes 

PE Rice 

C Peters 

FJ Davies 

PM, Kirschner 

NV Parry 

WJ Murray 

D Hillon 

G Corbetl 

RW Allcoal 

JT Hitchcock 

MJ Wilson 

AP Moulang 

N Wedi 

M Newtand·Smtlh 

BA Birlison 

R lielema 

M Forsler 

MG Thick 

A MacGregor 

A Pozerskis 

GN Thomas 

A Head 

MA Fox 

P Healy 

D LeRoux 

A Mountain 

MJ Birch 

MF Brook 

M Bird 

N Weir 

169 

170 

171 

172 

173 

174 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

181 

182 

183 

184 

185 

186 

187 

188 

189 

190 

191 

192 

193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

198 

199 

200 

201 

202 

203 

204 

205 

206 

207 

208 

209 

210 

RJ Smith 

MC Foreman 

PS Kurstjens 

S Churchill 

KW Payne 

0 Heslop 

FG Bradney 

W Kay 

J Young 

PA King 

G Drury 

A Baker 

CJ Short 

K Davis 

PJ Stratten 

A Perkins 

CJ Alldis 

AP Hatton 

PE Baker 

P Brown 

BL Cooper 

K Tipple 

E Downham 

OH Gardner 

OM Byass 

NH Wall 

J Johnston 

TJ Brenton 

PC Fritche 

D Heath 

HE Cheetham 

T Wright 

D Hughes 

D Ruttle 

CVJ Heames 

TA Gaunt 

SA Ell 

A Eckton 

S Welsh 

PL Hurd 

ER Garner 

R Large 

211 RJ Hart 

212 A Smith 

213 AA Hutchings 

214 K Houlihan 

215 Birch 

216 AJ Garrity 

217 R Pentecost 

218 A Wallord 

219 RC Sharman 

220 TW Staler 

221 Whit1ng 

222 A Ctarl< 

223 R Kalin 

224 MP Mee 

225 RA King 

226 DD Copeland 

227 P O'Donald 

228 PF Whitehead 

229 AD Tribe 

230 G Hibberd 

231 R Robenson 

232 D Piggott 

233 C Smithers 

234 D LeRoux 

235 WJ Palmer 

236 AJ French 

237 F Jeynes 

238 P Shul!lewonh 

239 MR Parker 

240 R Sinden 

241 JA McCoshim 

242 SM Wells 

243 Bell 

244 P Naegell 

245 SR Nash 

246 OR Wardrop 

247 Smith 

248 PM Wells 

249 CJ Bryning 

250 G Rooke 

BGA Ratings List 2000 

compiled by Henry Rebbeck 

and the calendar of contests where you could join them in 2001 
Club Class Worlds Gawter, Australia Jan 1 5-Jan 26 

Overseas Champ1onships Spain May 14- May 25 

Regionals 1ibenham May 26-Jun 3 

Glider Aerobatic Nationals Saltby May 31-Jun 3 

Club Class Nationals Hus Bos 

18 Metre World Champs Li llo. Spain 

World Class Worlds 

15 Metre Nationals 

Lillo. Spain 

Beaker 

December 2000 - January 2001 

Jun 16-Jun 24 

Jun 18-Jul 1 

to be confirmed 

Jun 30 - Jut 8 

18 Metre Nationals 

Enterprise 

Open Class Nalionals 

Regionals 

Inter Services Regionals 

Regionals 

Women's Worlds 

World Junior Champs 

Tibenham 

North Hill 

Lasham 

Lash am 

Bicester 

Sutton Bank 

Li thuania 

Jut 1 4-Jul 22. 

Jut 21 - 28 

Jui28-Aug 5 

Jui28-Aug 5 

Jui 28- Aug 5 

Jui 28-Aug 5 

Jut 27-Aug 12 

lssoudun. France Aug 5-Aug 19 

Slandard Class Nationals Nympsfield Aug 11-Aug 19 

Regionals 

Regionals 

Two-seater Camp 

Junior Championships 

Dunstable to be confirmed 

Gransden Lodge Aug 18-Aug 26 

Pocklington Aug 19-Aug 26 

Asian Down Aug 25-Sep 2 

Mountain Soaring Champs Deeside Sep 2-Sep 8 

Worlds Malikeng, S Africa Dec 18-Dec 31 

AT\ill dlln for m1umHlJ UK Nauonals entry IQnms Jan 31 
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Dunstable Reglonals 
Green Class Pilot Points 
1 Rebbed<!Rebbeck 5774 

2 P Rackham 5533 
3 G Craig 5250 
4 M Birch 51 04 
5 D Hughes 4753 
6 R Robertson 4601 

A Brown 4496 
8 R Rebbeck 3426 

9 P Hicks 3244 
10 M Davis 3212 
11 A Rcch/Hcdgkinson 3188 
12 D Miller 2904 
13 Pask1ns1Colbeck 2766 
14 JeffriestOiher 2694 
15 HarrisoniHodge 2427 
16 M Fairman 2389 
17 C Sorace 368 

Inter-Services, Bicester 
Sport Class Pilot Points 
1 J PennanUOihers 2683 
2 T MitchelltOther 2640 
3 R SmithiC Lawson 2565 

T Head 2551 
PD Brown 
A & G Clark 

CJ Bryningi EK Stephenson 

CD Stevens 
ALFarr 

RS Walker 
JVBradbury 
JM Staley 

M Clegg 
PJWaugh 

WK Stroud 
P K1ngwill 
AA Jenkins 

18 P Fox 
Pilot 

P Stallord Alien 
D Chappell 
JGAIIen 

M Cri!chlow 
S Housden 

JGArnold 
DP Fmncis 

BA Birlison 
P Strailen 

J Hallam 
AJGarrity 

C HeamesiVartous 
M Pike/Other 

ML Garrard 
DW Smith 

P Mclean 
C Gilbert 
OR Ley 

A Elliott 
A Clarke 

A McNamara 
CJMclnnes 

RA Cote 
I Mountain/A Watson 
PM Kirschner 
P Armstrong/R Weston 

N Aram 
DA Bullock 
J Dun can 
PO Sturley 

L Hornsey 
M Rogers 

AJCooke 
G Rooke 
M Cracker 

Blue Class Pilot Points 
1 N Tillett 6311 
2 T Sluart 6298 
3 B Craig 5831 
4 M Newland-Smith 5568 
5 Kay/Coles 5477 
6 Hurd!Gatlield 5104 
7 A French 5043 
8 M Jern'\an 4949 

9 B K1ng 4940 
10 S Lynn 4927 
11 R Brlmfield 4836 
12 J Reed 4757 
13 R Davidson 4554 
14 D Lingafelter 4430 
15 I Reekie 4404 
16 L Russe!l 4074 
17 ThomasiOther 3156 
18 J Luxton 2483 
19 A MacKi llen 2085 
20 R Brecknock 1353 

Midland Regionals, Husbands Bosworth 
Position Pilot 

1 N Hackett 
2 
3 

8 Marsh 

R Blackmore/C Simpson 
Wilton 

N Tillell 

R Johnson 

Freestone 
0 Wesrwood 
p Shelton 
0 Booth 

G Corbell 
R Tietema 
T Mountain 

K Payne 
A Hallon 

H & R Cheetharn 
K Houlihan 

J Whiling 
G Hibberd 

Langrick 
P & S Wells 

M Jerman 

S Ell 
B Fairston 
Z Marzynsk1 

M Hughes 
M Cost in 

F Davies 
M Allan 

S Bateman 
D Draper 

M Tomlinson 
J Pack 

L Sparrow 
A Emck 
R Bridges 

K Draper 
N Gough 

Bevan 
M MilestR Griffin 

8 Ramseyer 
L Gerrard 

M Kirschner 

s Brook er 
p Tiller 

B Mcdonnell 

May 
M Edmonds 

c Davison 

c Buzzard 
Forster Lewis 

A Class 

1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 
7 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 

13 
14 
15 

16 
17 

18 

19 
20 
21 

22 

23 

11 
12 

13 
14 

15 
16 
17 

18 

Lasham Regionals 
Pilot 
C Starkey 

R Jones 
M Judkins 
D Will iams 

WJ Murray 
PT Healy 

A Baker 
T Parker 

D Copeland 
c Short 

CC Wall 
MJ Wells 

J Acourt 

J Wright 
P Paterson 

PR Hamblin 
PJ Kl1e!S Larkin 

R Bottomley 
A Laylee 

M Brookes 
A Emck 

J Hitchcock 
B Pndal 

Pilo t 

0 Findon 

A Moulang 

J Young/B Morris 
Cook 

F Jeynes 

R Wilier 
c Morris 
R JonesiG Seaman 

M Cost in 
J Wand 
A Reid 

A BroadbridgeiT Caswell 
M Pope 

S Edwards 
M Day 
W lnglis 

D BricknelliW Kirton 

Points 
4844 

4557 

4545 
4540 
4367 

4314 
4202 

4192 
4148 

4068 

3945 
3724 
3545 

3462 
3432 

3429 
3322 

3302 
3237 

3130 
2881 
2673 

2355 

3731 



24 
25 
26 
27 
B Class 
1 
2 

3 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 

13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

J Simmonds 
,JB Hoolahan 

DJ Scholey'TM Lipscombe 
GS BirdiN Worrell 
Pilot 
EA Smllh 
A Nunn 
D Draper 
OS lnnes 
G Bradney 
A Eckton 
W Palmer 
M Carnel 
J Pack 
K Draper 
M Sheahan 
S Cheshire 
EW Healy 
J Smithers 
M Edmonds 
D PiggoU 
A Hall 
M EvansiN Aiggot 
B Vaughan 
C HunuR Westlake 

2350 
2288 
2197 
2018 

Points 
4308 
4298 
4016 
3816 
3805 
3676 
3668 
3574 
3168 
3014 
2986 
2942 
2875 
2677 
2612 
2595 
2578 
2002 
1255 
1084 

Rolex Western Regionals , Nympsfield 
Position Pilot Points 
1 L Wells 3504 
2 J Hood 3503 
3 8 Fleweu 3392 

Tanner/G Goudie 
P Sianley 
M Sirathern 
T Sluarl 
G D Morris 
A J Davis!R Payne 
D Le Roux 
PA Krng 
N HWall 
A Smith 
M Mee 
A Wells 
I DSmith 
J Meyer 
S ,f Ferguson 
R Francis 
S Batsman 
M DawsorvS Dawson 
A Price 
W lnglis 
M Parker 
R J Rebbeck 
R Andrewartha 
G Macfadyen 
EA Coles 
A Parker 
R Trileu 
J Moore 
S Nash/JNash 
P Whitehouse 
S Foster 
RH Moss 
S R Jarvis 
J 

3358 
3331 
3296 
3236 
3228 
3217 
3t41 
3011 
2971 
2954 
2940 

2583 
253t 
2517 
2441 
2391 
2385 

Club Class 
Gransden Regionals 

Pilot 
8 Fairston 
T Barnes/D F rancis 
R Ma1sonpierre 
A Walson 
N Parry 
G Thomas 
G & S Drury 
T Wrighl 
A Walford 
K Payne 
P O'Donald 
M Evershed/A Wealherhead 
R Croker 

Poprka 
A Clark 
M Brook 
I Forsler-Lewis 
JGWrighl 
M Mee 
G Bass 
S Armstrong 
M Hughes 
L & J Martindale 
DLJoneSIRN Turner 
D Coker 

McNamee 
A Parish 
0 Eyles 
I Gulsell 

Eastern Regionals, Tibenham 
White Class Pilot 
1 0 Ward 
2 

4 
5 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
t5 
16 
17 
18 

M Throsseil 
J Luxton 
M Wilson 
D Westwood 
R Large 
P Shutllewonh 
N Gough/A Garrily 
R Malsonpierre 
A Walson 
D Coker 
J Hoskins 
P Candler 
K Morgan 
R Johnson/P Sianley 
T Whiting 
M Miles 
G Thomas 
D Heath 
Pilot 
J Wilton 
L Hood 
C Mclnnes 
M Kirschner 
D Wltlrams 
D Gardner 
T Slater 
D Masson 
P Stafford-AIIen 
R GaunUJ WelSh 
R Hart 

lnglis/C Simpson 
Evans 

A Hill 
N Clowes 
M Jerman 

LangbergiMBenson 
S Ayres 
S Nash/J Nash 
P Hayward 
C Lulon 

Points 
5923 
5630 
5620 
5616 
5596 
5505 
5500 
5308 
5240 
5214 
5151 
5081 
5068 
4976 
4801 
4679 
4607 
4364 
4228 
4126 
3920 
3568 
3443 
2941 
2817 
2783 
2479 
2310 
2235 

1286 
1t60 
1036 
999 
995 
975 
954 
906 
722 

718 
659 
630 
527 
463 
356 
203 
25 
0 

Points 
1879 
1752 
1728 
1625 
t598 
t530 
t455 
1226 
11 53 
1122 
10~7 

1046 
967 
816 
798 
773 
765 
753 
605 
603 
313 

Sport Class 
1 
2 

6 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

16 
17 
t8 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

7 

8 

t O 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
Sport Class 
1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

8 
9 
10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

Pilot 
8 Marsh 
P Shelton 
P Armstrong 
S Redman 
R Moskeli 
P Rice 
A MacGregor 
D Heslop 
JAJohnslon 
JL BirCh 

C Smithers 
S & J Nash 
R Bridges 
J Gilbert 
C Davey 
AJLimb 
KR Walton/G Tucker 
JT Birch 
M Benson 
A World 
MD Allan 
T Moyes 
K Hook 
JPDavies 
MD White/S Wilson 
J Ferguson 
E Wrigh t 
P Kaye 

BaytordiSA Foster 
A Blrkbeck 

Pilot 
I Evans 
ATWelford 
J A Stephen 
T Milner 
R Allcoat 
M Thick 
P Baker 
M Fox 
R Kalin 
D Will iams 
N Heriz•Smitll 
A Thornhill 
R Brisbourne 
M Armstrong 
K Hook 
P O'Donald 
R J Fack 
R Bromwich 
C J Hamilton 
S St Pierre 
D SharlJ 
S Horselield 
D Hauglllon 
J Davidson 
S Ziegler 
A Sheldon 
Pilot 
R Fox 
G Wearing 
J Smith 
M Brook 
D Rultle 
D Piggolt 
B Stall 
AMcWhjrter 
AWalford 
S Crozier 
P Penrose 
G Beardsley 
J Hall 
M Fairman 
8 Griffin 
C W Stevens 
JP Ketelaar 

Points 
5814 
5624 
5381 
5057 
4856 
4772 
4647 
4439 
4307 
4220 
4177 
4086 
3969 
3901 
3795 
3764 
3758 
3593 
3532 
3450 
3138 
2954 
2763 
268 1 
2667 
2505 
2043 
1545 

Points 
2391 
2249 
2072 
1992 
t875 
t843 
1842 
1832 
f 757 
1747 
1740 
t 677 
1589 
1575 
1523 
1443 
t429 
1319 
1302 
1250 
1125 
t058 
1040 
877 

655 
186 

Points 
2480 
2248 
2t20 
2052 
1983 
19t 9 
1864 
t540 
1392 
1295 
t 204 
!103 
1081 
820 
713 
700 
618 
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Oxfordshire Sportflying Club 
The Premier 

Motor-gliding School 
* Intensive Courses. or by the hour for 

Self Launchmg Motor Glider PPL 
• Bronze C Cross Country Endorsement and 

field landtng checks 
* BGA SLMG Instructor Courses 

* Ab Initio tratmng 
* Tnal lessons 
* Lessons from £55 

per hour 
* R/T Examma11on Centre 

For details call on 01608 677208 
Open seven days B week 

or Freephone 0800 0561371 
www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 

.MauUt eaut-
vou' ll find all you want to know 

about repairs and maintenance at 

www.svsp.co.uk 
Workshop phone or fax 01452 741463 
Home 01453 544107 Mobile 0860 542028 
Passage Road. Arlingham. Glos GL2 7JR 

Email: martin@svsp.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 



UNIVERSITY GLIDING 

Looking to the future 
Hemraj Nithianandarajah is this 
year's captain of the the UK's 
oldest university gliding club 

IMPERIAL College GC (icG(), celebrating 
its 70th yeJ r in 2000, was one oi the BGA's 
seven founder members. Bas-ed ill Lilsham, 
it prides itse \1 on foreign expeditions (Spain 
next summer) and the quali ty ot its fleet. 

Among the 67 guests at our anniversary 
dinner, held in October, were Frank lrv ing, 
immediate pJst president; Ann Welch; ilnd 
the college's Pro-Rector, Peter Bearman. 
President A fandi Darlington presented 
Fr;111k lrv ing w ith a token of appreciJlion 
for his milny years' dedication to the club. 

\Ne are so fortunate as to receivl~ J large 
annual budget from Imperia l College Union 
(ICU). They also heavil y subsidise the 

The first year of Imperial College GC 
February 1930: Imperial College Gc·s first 
general meeting. April : Suggested budget 
item: construction of advanced sailplane, £6. 
July: Instructions & Regulations printed for 
summer camp, near Shaftesbury: "Members 
are reminded that gliding is a sport requiring, 
extreme fitness of mind and body .. . smoking 
and drinking should be cut to a minimum." 

buying oi expensive equipment (keeping 
everyone in the Union sweet usuall y 
achieves this). During meetings we also 
appea r organised: thi s meJ ns the Union is 
happier about letti ng us spend vJsl 
quantiti es oi their money on having a good 
Lime in the air ... ICU a.\ so gives us a tour 
budget at the end oi each term . Usually, 
week-long courses for 10-1 2 students are 
organised at Lasham. We share our free 
bunkhouse, "the flops," w ith a few furry 
friends! Traditionally, the weather turns out 
pants and so lots of drinking takes place. 
We try to use as much of our budget as 
poss ible so the Union is less likely to cut it 
next lime Jround . 

The club has J Grab G-1 03 (496) two­
seater trainer, a recently-acquired Discus B 
(296) and an ASW 24 (96). A committee of 

November: College Union grants £75 for 
purchase of a Primary. December: RFD 
Primary arrives. January 1931 : Primary is 
first flown, at Wembley. February: Primary 
crashed at Lyon Farm, Preston, and repaired 
for £15-0-0. Activity here stopped by owner, 
who disapproves of flying on Sunday. 
March 1931 : the club achieves its first four A 
certificates at Babsdean. The rest is history ... 

ICGCs Oiana Smith sees a CLJ-lil/ed future for vni gliding 

current students runs icGC. it inc ludes: a 
capl<l in; vice-cJp!J in; treasurer: secretary; 
equipment offi cer ;md publicity officer. W e 
are adv ised by a committee ol' ex-students, 
experienced in running the club. 

The icGC is open to all Imperial students 
and staff as well as ex-students (with 
ICU li fe membership). We have r gislered 
interest from more than 220 freshers this 
year, and just after term started already had 
about 25 members, h<1lf the number we 
need to release all our budget. 

For details about joining please v isit: 
www. su.ic.ac. uklglicling or con tJcl me 
(see listing below for details). 

How Reading's new club took off 
I HAD DECIDED that Reading University 
was for me since it was the only one vvith a 
meteorology degree, but I was pretty gutted 
that it didn't have c glid ing club. 

The. ii rst year I toyed wi th the idea of 
starting one, but was slightly reluctJnt. My 
course was pretty challenging, and I was 
worried it would take a lot of time and 
effort to set up a c lub. 

However, the next year, Chris Lemin 
(a friend of mine who is a solo pilot from 
Nympsfie\d) Jrri ved at Read ing to do 
Chemistry <1 nd sh -• was keen to gel 
invo lverl . Then we met Gareth Berry w ho 
had also decided to set up a c lub since he 
could no longer afford to keep up his PPL 
and fancied a bit of rea l fl ying! So together 
we got the pliln in to action. 

Fi rst we spoke to the students' union 
which WilS h<~ppy to support us financ iall y 
if we could get 30 interested people to pay 
them fJ eJch. So Garcth went on a 
mission to pi <Jster posters al l over the 

University/sUe flown from 
Aberdeen Uni (Aboyne) 
Bristol Uni (Nympslieid) 
Cambridge Uni (Gransden) 
Edinburgh Uni ( Portmoak) 
Uni ol Essex (Watlisham 
Uni of Exeter (North Hill) 
Imperial College GC (Lasharn) 
Loughborough Un• (Hus Bos) 

Name Contact 
Mike Whyment gliding@abdn.ac.ukl07974 407430 
James Wiison aw9060@bristol.ac.uk 
Will Harris wajh2@cam.ac.uk 
Andrew Bates gliding.club@ed.ac.uki07799 890776 
Kart Wllson gliding@essex.ac.ukl07909 525374 
Andy Fairweather A.Fairweather@exeterac.uk/07957 665612 
Hemraj hemraj@gliderpilot.net 
Ed Garner C.E.Garner-99@student.lboro.ac.uk 

December 2000 - January 2001 

universi ty and it wasn't long before we had 
rounded up plenty of students. M eanwhi le, 
I contacted Lasharn Gliding Society to see if 
they would be interested in hosting us. 
W hich they w ere. John G ilbert (Lasham's 
ma nager) even gave an introductory ta lk 
Jbout glidi ng, which created more interest. 
We formed a committee w ith Gareth as 
pres ident and me (leti) as vice-president. 

Reading University Gliding Society 
(RUGS) is now up and running W e go to 
Lasham most weekends and th re ar 
normally enough folk w i th cars to get 
everyone there. Graham M cAndrew has 
ensured we get our own instructors and 
gl iders whenever we go. We took a Discus 
to our Freshers Fa ir and attracted lots more 
interest from th is year's intake. W e have 40 
full y paid-up members, although only half 
of those turn up regulady, ~md we <Jre 
expecting a lot more to jo in. it hJs been a 
very rewarding experience - and not h;.m\ 
work as I had expected ! Anna Wells 

Nottingham Uni (Syerston) Sarah Favell acyssal@nolfingham.ac.ukt0!!59 420617 
Oxford Uni (Bicester) Sunay Shah sunay@robots.ox.ac.uk107703 459465 
Reading Uni (Lash m) Anna Wells swu97acw@reading.ac.uk 
Southampton Unt (Lee on Solent) Jon Taylor glidmg@soton.ac.uk!07773 869936 
UWE SU (Aston Down) Simon Tizzard gliding@uwe.ac.uk/07968 827205 
York Uni (Rufforth) Mike Cohler mdct@yorlf.ac.uk (dormant - try to re-start it I) 
Students lrom Bath University fly at The Park: lrom Birmingham Umversity at Seighford: and 
lrom Leeds Umversity at Dishlorth. Please let S&G know ol contacts for other clubs - any news ol 
those once runnmg al Bradford1 Durham, East Anglia, Kent, Liverpool, Manchester or Surrey? 
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u 
news 

Andreas (Isle of Man) 
TI-l lS >ummer, 1 b-year-o lcJ CJrcth Cl<~ydon became our 
first person to go solo from nevt!r h.JVing flown until h~ 

<>rrived on l'he ,lirficldtwo yc'ar> ,,go. Congratulations to 

hirn. 1-Ve managed to gt•ncr.1tc some useful public ity in 

rlw loc.ll pres> and one reporter is keen to do a feJture 

anicl' on rhe club. At ,, rcrc·nt E ,M rlw fr>rming of tlw 

club into ~1 L~umr.my, l imited l>y gu.t rdntee, was 
;,pprov<'d ;,ne\ th is is in progress. 1..1unchr:s Jrc about 

the sanw as l.tst ye<~r but il ight tim s are up. in spi te o f 
I he wear her. 

Brian Goodspced 

Aquila (Hinton in the Hedges) 
ONf: \ [[K in July g<tvL· sever;J\ 300; .md J couple <>i 

"almost" 500s. But it wa~ lntl' Augu!'t bei<;Jre we dgai fl 

got rnurc than th0 odd good day. Michacl l'elli an 

w ithdrew from the juniors tu do our youngest-ever 
D i,11110nd go.ll ,J t the (lge of 17. L>ave LJtimer man;~ged 

one the same d<1y. ond J week later Tin1 W heeler 

completed h is l-u ll 1<.1ting. Tim will ~oon be CFI. Many 

thanks to Tony Limb for a sup"'rb five )'eiH> .b Fl. 
Exped itions .1rc under way re> M iliield and Abuyne. 

Mel Eastburn 

Bannerdown (Keevil) 
AUGUST and St•ptemi>L·r rn;1de up for the summer. Md 

dnd Shelly D,!w,on did 200km-p\u,; the Ventu> .lild K-(, 

severa l I OOkm-plus. Sruart ~enfrcw and K()n Beaten 

< nmpleted i ive hour<. 'v\lt; hdvQ been hn•.1king the 
1 00- l~unch b,mic•r using iour cables, and by th<• end of 

September hdd toppl:'d 6,000 !.lUnches in rh • BGA yeor. 
Bert Dcsmond ilew SOkm . One or tw o str,JngNS hJw 

l~mded out wi th us, which d iw<~ys en~un·~ d wl'lconw 
c:h.11 ai><>ut other g l iders and sit<'s - Jnd the ch.1nce to 

study red~l it u J> w hen " ii<•ring w int h re-light;. Eight 

m embers visited Milfit:ld ;1ncl had four dJ)''. w.1vc·. 

Derek Findlay 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
A LARG( inilux "f cww mc•mbers, in luding from fla th 

Univf~r~it y, i~ ke r>ir1g instructor!) busy. Congr<~tult1 tions 

to PJul White, ;~ young burs<>ry ho ldl.'r, on snloing, and 

John Symonds, whn re-solm·d . We ;Jw St'll ing some of 

our club fleet: we've had our llocians for th irty -pi u, 

y ",lrs and we .1re ,1t !.1st contcmpldt ing an upgrad0. A 
crO!:>s-<.:ountry course i:-o being orgdnist'd for next J une~; 
we hope it wi l l lw a· succc."iu l ,,, tlw previOu$ cmt!S. 

An RT course is under w.ty. 
joy lynch 

Bidford (Bidford) 
COt-.!GRATULATIOi--:5 to the winners of the Wooden 

Ships Comp, M Phc lps and 0 to irks (K-6El. Cordon 
flurk(•rt wJs second (K-IJJ ~nd John . icholson (l'il atus) 

third. ThJnk> tu 1-'et<' Freeman, who organised i t. Next 

year we p!Jn a d iff<·rcn l formal, w ith one round in 

Please send your entries to helen@sandg.dlrcon.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, 6 Salop Close, Shrivenham, Swindon 
SN6 8EN, to arrive by December 12 for the February­
March issue (February 13 for Aprii-May). Photographs 
- slides or prints from film - are welcome 
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' Pring .1nd ,motht'r in 1\ugu 1. [ d Blak<·mJn went solo: 

well clone. After,, liierimf' nt' fl ying, our o ld(•st tug p ilot 

l ,- .'iormJn l7'l) has p<~ssed •""''Y· I lis ashes will he 
>C.lllcrcd on the .1 i rfield, ii CComp.lnif<cl by .1 formation 

" ( aircr.1 i t - ,, i itt ing tribute, I il' willl>t.' mis,ctl. 

Nigel Howanl 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
jAMIF A ll<:n st•t a new >i!t' record during August with a 
S0Ukm 0/R to Diss. The hang<~r doors were ' losed ,md 
th<~ crew wonderi ng what to clo whl!n Wl1 hc,ud th~ 

i in.1 l glide c.! I I. Our task wc·ek \ViiS" gre.11 sut.<'<•»: four 

.,OOs on one dcty. 1\ftcr ninC:;' ye.,t r~ of dedit llled tugging 

and club milnagcmcnt, lJav<' Um·v in iS edi t ing <1 new 
lll<lg.Jz int·. Today's l'ilw. All the l>c, t. D.JVe .1nd thanks 

ior .1 11 your hard work. Our commillec is finalising 

plans fnr 1he m;w htlngar. nd facilities: .1 thclnk le» task. 

long ovL'rdut'. Our wehsi te is: W\\'\v.flytotalg.lfthcom 
Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
W[ HAD four D i.lmnncllwights .11 .-\boyne: John 

Denne, •'"-Hjori ' llarclwick. P.Jtrick Onn .md Andrcw 

Pt.'flcy, .lS wc·ll ,J> Gold' fnr IJa VP 1-le.> th <~nrl l;tn f3ushy. 

<1nd .1 . ilv ·r on "xygen for jerecny 1\,mi l low point 

lO,UOOftJ. First solos in itJd rl ·\a(J(:li ~ (,rJv, 1-lorrid 

Stt'ynor, \cri Anck:r>on, igel Cooper, P,lll l I;Jremdn ,u1d 

Bob t-l ine. b r inging th1s sc·ason's tot~\ to at I JS! :10. 
Se~n Parr'Jm(>re hct.., gone frof11 llr~l fl ight to h.1sic 
Instructor In it'S> th.-m nine months. Bron? -·\ ' ' lures will 

be giv n by instructors prep.1ring for Fu ll Ratings. 

Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 
THkRMAI.S mv>Sl'd up wc~ve flying during much of our 

vwll -auend<.'d f irst three wJve weeks. hut dl \()<1st we 

lo~t o n ly lwo d~I}'S' flying. 'vVc d id manage sume Wdve: 

lli ll Stcphen went to 22,S00ft tu c l.1icn IJiacnnnd height. 

Rov aunt cnan,l ~l'd 17,500ft the dme d.1y dncl Roger 

Fidding irom C11n phill got tu 14,000i t. We hope the 

l.bt 1\vo week~ go well for tht' BGN< w:Jv(' c"ur;e. Our 

wc.A>Cim gives early morn ing vi~ws of the Cheviot hills 

on Friday, S.l lurd,l )' .1nrl Sundays. Andy 11<>rdget, uur 

ex- ·haircn.u>, has juq dolkcd up ·1.000 glid ing hour;. 

Boh Cassidy 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 
W E t-11\V[ hurl cnjoy.1blc expeditions to Shcn ington, 

Hus Bm. ,md f'c>eklington. Cungrdtulatiuns to El leen 

Lilller. Neal Morgan, Col in W h i1aker .md Richard 
1-:ylanrl for soloing; Liz 1Vhi11.1kN ior Silv,·r height; 

En-una I'\ orris for I OOkm; ' roft Brown ttll Oi,,mond 

gorJI, .1nd G(-•orgo \'Vearing1 l oci in the Nurtht>rns. \.Y(• 

ht~ve i nlroduct~d J 'Qui k~ tart' sd1emc ior ,1b initi(JS, 

whit'11 g ives sm~ll groups a IHirSI of conccntr,ll t•cl tr,1in­

ing. Thanb to Va t Howells for 'The Club iubi lee Song' 

rendered by the IJFG · L.Jcl ies Chnr.1l Grour to an 

l'nlhusiastic ... JUdfence at our ann iver~a ry barbecue. 

Dcrek Littler 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 
NEXT year kicks off with ,, Bro nze lecture course run by 

Ion Hey (January 1 7j. New w inch drivers Jre soughl. 

We helpc•d the n1 programnw 'l'l9 " recon;truct" the 

K-:1 I lightning stri ke, using hi ts of the w rcck.Jge. our 

scrar SF 34 fusel;1ge ;mu .1 lw licoptter. Chris 1- lughes 

ont inucd his wave explorat ions with d 12, 'iOOfl ilight 

on <I day the K I '! managt~d 7,000ft. Visi tOr> .>re w<•l­

cumc tn lry our ridges ;111d wave. by arrang \ment. 

Bernard Smyth 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
OUR COMPETITION tt'<11ll arrived back from Milfit•ld 

di>flldyinR their fea thers in true pe<~C<JCk sty le havinlj 
won tht" S o trish Inter-dub LeJgw:. We• thJnk Border; 

for their wondL'riul hospi r,dity. Octoh~rr'c~sl visitors h,1ve 

enjoyed climbs to 24,00Ui t. lladgc cl~ims include .·\ndy 

Carter (Diamond height), A nd)• Farr (solo). and Ruth 

Binks (Bronze legs). Our new Robin tug is [\iving lrul )' 

Ch,mncl\ Ron A1mit,cge 11<-i tJ .>ftt·r hi< n , i.3 Ire/ launch 

t1 llli:!Ling lt~ur'l< he..s. li you wl:'lnl to l::tim (I gold wedding 
ring fuund posted in .•. lirngorm\ lr1unchpuint <iUI(.) ill 

thl' la t icw Y"""· tell Ruth Binh .11 rh" <lub tlw init ials 
l-·ngr.t\r~d in il. 1\ I..ViJrm wdtomc 10 dll visitors coming 

up to c.njoy our unique w inter c~ml spd11g wav . Phone 

0 1 540 65 1 17 for detJils or Sel' wwlv .• ~li<ling.nrJi 
Chris Fiorentini 

Cambridge (Gransden lodge) 
TIIANKS to Pt•l<'r ,md Rich,HCI 13akL•r and tC.1m ior 

running our Regio nJ is !sc·c: ·""' p46). Per,~r flakt•r, ,\•t.J rk 
Evershcd, l Oll)• Wt!c~therheud and c drier ,\<tax Smith 

man,Jgt•d to w in the t\nglia TV (up ,1! Tibenham on " 

urpri,ingly good Septemh<'r w t-'t;kend. t\nolht·r Discus 

lor the iiL'el, LUllr!CSv nf J Hf~ll! from t\1e foundatitJ\1 for 

port and thl' Arh. sho uld mrive irom Gcnnanv shortly. 

\Ne ~h.1ll once .tg.tin h<• runmng il ~erit•s ni willtt•r 
lcnurc . Member; of o ther c lubs arc most welcome: 

ck:tJil~. \Vhen JvJi lable-, w ill he nn www.glidc'. CfJ.Llk 

JOhn Birch 

Channel (Waldershare Park) 
We w<'fc very p leased to he· i!hlt: to send one of C>Ur 

)'Otmgest en ·mbt·" · Scoll Daniclls. solo shortly Jill!r his 

I Gth birthday. Al tho ugh we mi. ~ed Ron f\rmi!age's 

30,00Uth gl iclc.:r i <~unch, wt• did c.llch h im on his 

J.l,'3 'D rd. He is seen .1hove pn:!'><'nting sludenl ,Vt1urecn 

Polls wilh champr~gnl' 10 celdJrtllc the• occct~ion . ~ he 

shart•cltht• flight in our ncwly-re>lnred T-21. 

Sandra D~vis 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 
PIP Br\RLEY Jnd Andy llyslnp came 3rd hors conrours 
dl the Inter Servi, C5. St(;vc· S,1lc h,b two BrtHll • l t~g>. 

September 2J was 'interestin!;' : 2 '\·C. with 20kt so uth· 

l';'!..;tc1 rly gusl ing. First due Cd nl(' 0 11 thf' fir~t l.lUndl 
w hen dust c.unc up from tlw K- 1 l f!Cltlr followL•d hy 
instrument ll~t:d l es luriOu!-.l )' unwinding o n t i rcuit: the' 
mo~t lurhulcnt Cc>nrlilion!:. <l nvone Lould n:\memlwr 

hvru. fl y ing <.OIItinued wi th l;igh 1'1 limi t; in the· 

rn.lCistrom. O n0 or two got into \\rave 10 ~.OOOit. ur 

usually very ,JCt ivt: nt•ighl>our> fATC mutorgl idt•r 

squ~dcon and flying clubi t.1y<.:d rooted to lht• ground. 

Tony Gee & Dave S~lc 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 
IN 0 TOileR 1'!9'1. the rumours proved true. -, h<.: Army 

W.J~ lu f{)r((:' u~ out ol our home ior ttll' pd~1 32 years. 

Red t;~pc' abounded (\itNallyl .1s. each weekend. 
annthcr ><·et ion nf I H;1 ng<~r's iloor wa> markc·d oii. We 

left it i11 April. t>lan; to secur ' our iuture had to s\ving 

quickl)' imo ;J t t inn. lt \\'dsn 't e~h)' to lHlUJur.1ge f1 l C:m ­

bc:rs to kt!Cp coming- there' wa' " stack oi joiJs and the 
li st > ··t>med tO i11cre,lse p,l('h weckt•nd. 11 1 ,1s import:mt 

' " try to kl'l'P fl ying too: we needed tht:' rewnuc. Each 
clay'~ gliding ~t::!cmed to n·quir(' .1 ~IJIJ.::; tfl lltial logistiL 

ux~n.: ise. But we milndgL'd. ThJ nk~ to ,) generous grJnt 

i rom rhc~ RAF sport> ho;~rd. work stoned oCI our n<'w 

h,mgN in june. In th" Jllt.'.1 ntim ', memhors bu ilt tlw 

new clubhClUS " out or i<•ur Portuk.ll>ins. In i ll l)•. Wt' ileld 

a h.~St i ly-c.:onvt·ncd 1\ J\·\ m our n IV bar. Once power, 

w~lte·r flflrl ~ "''· a rage wt•re UJillie<-iN1. \V(Jrk progn_._s~vd 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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mon• qu il kly: mor.lll' w.b gr(-',1tly improved w hen the 

toiiC'I' h"cJn1<' <•p<'r. tt ionJI! In Sepl •mber, I<AF A 
ch.tinnJ I\ l'hi l Sturley o f(i, i.1 ll y d<'c i.m' ti the h.111g.u. 
with a il oorspc~l e of ·11.000 sq le op<•n. M.Hl}' rnC'mhr•r5 

contr ih lll <·d to tiJL• Jlmjecl\ success l>ut the unt'J i ling 

L•nthu!->i.1 Sm ,1nd hard work of K<•vi n Ki<'ly llll d l<'rry 

f)olt<'r \Vt.~ r t.• im~,II u .thlt ·. \ ·V(· flOW h.wv srn.1rt (,ll il iti l!~ 

.md strong iounrl.ltion5 (or thC' future . The movc> lTl<.:ldC' 

u ~ rL·vit>w >Onw o( our opl'rdtions, m,1king them mon· 

m ~llltlg'C .. 'tlbll' . \'Vt• wdcom<· vi !-t itor~ to our new hon'lc, 

~ncl to try the t',thl ed D ishforth w<tvP. 

Polly Whitehead 

Cornish (Perranporth) 
\'\i f R l 'm ern ·d that ht• re ..trc few y< lU ll, ' nl i;;'JllbPrs. 
nw re. t on mar b cl mogr.1phi ·, econom ic. rival sport 

fl yin ' Jdiv1t ies- or rt comh i n ~1t i un . ( hdirrnan Cli ff 

Cl.uke .md CFJ .ordon Huntt•r, wit h the commi tt ee, drl' 

planning t" ra tinncli i>e ! ly ing progrJn11nt'> ,1nrl recru it 

m •mhcrs. The P'RO w.1nts morl' rnec..lid cov€~ r.1gc • , p.lrtic~ 

ulrll' l}' on TV. Dt>~pitf' the rc1 in Wl ' h.td m.tny summl•r 
vi s ! ! (J (~ . M ore pl'0pl<' <He d iscovering .1 trip in ;1 gl ider is 

.111 ide,1l present. M any <Ji us .~pprvh<' lhiVl'l y rnllt•d up 

c. lutLhi ng our voucher~ - an I .1r0 o.,til l hL:rc ·~ 

•"like Sheedy 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
U K C:OU RSCS, run hy John I tarwood ,Jssi,tcd by 

J,Kqu i Mii<'S, IMv • bc.·en very SUL l'...:; sful .md w e <•xpeLt 

them b.Kk irom New Zk•,lbnd in Apri l. R<1lph Bow siield 

t'l •w lOOkm. l.(i ch;:trd Carter ,tnd Mi ke Smi th have i iV<'r 

B.ldf;t'S. P<1trit.i<1 dt• l l oogh~Rowntrc•e, Roberl 

M,td,Khi.Hr, l);wid Wi lli .1111S, Rubin llirch, U ;:tvid 

Hi l l ier ,md HelenJ 13ro~den h.w c Dron1.e. Stan 

At•robt~ti , ' Pr1c.l<•ski hd" 13rnnz<-' ~nd Cross· t..: I;H,J ntry 

l~ ndor>cmc lll .lil<•r 13 \''-'·' "' - good o n yo u~ M <'S>f> 
ll i rl i>on, T.1111Wr ,1n rl f'drker. c,1nH~ I Jth . 20th ,1nd 2 1st in 

th<· Juniors. W<' expect grr•.1 t thi11gs nc·xt ycJr. 

Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
MIKL DCRWFNT h,, SOkm Jnd Sil ver and Pete Dd"ies 

JOOkm while Ri cl1ard W .t lkN <~ nd Pf'te Kin •wi ll tuok I st 

and 2nd p ia ~,,s in tlw tnl e r~S<·rv i c·s Cl ub Cid SS. G l ff 

U'Horc~ went so lo Jnd hc1S ~ Bronz<' leg. llob Arber (Our 

iinc~nd,d conscience\ lcit Cranwel l. wh ile M<~rk 

Hess«lwood iMT .uru .tnd responsible for teach ing me 

to fly - cvcntu~ ll ) ' i is taking a )'e.n uut. •'v\ •. my th,mks to 

holh for their cnnlri iHJ!ions. ThP Red t\rrow~ w ill go \o 

Scdrnptun in D(•cc·mh€•r. PI '.lS(' IJ (.' .l wt~rc· o f innv,t~vd 

wcekcnu ,1ir dCtivity wi th th e .miv.1l oi No 71\IT .1nd 

L1>t Midl.md> UAS Lo the m.1 in .>i rt'i<>ld. 

Paul Skiera 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
THE THI RU UK Mountain So.r ring Ch.mtpir>nsh ips w erc 

i1 )rl' dl suu. C.~ ) b l'C' p46). Si x vis it ing pilots wPrC! 

H'w,l rded wi lh o ~hower u l lJ i,)rnonc'h; o n Ouuber 4, a 

cracki ng 1\\ IVC day. w hich ,tl so produced Gold and 

Si lver height>, ,1nd c1 t'ivt · ~hour fl ight tu l.omplcte Sue 

H eard 's Silver. 0< tolwr 15 produced a Di.1m0 nd height 

Cairngorm mo~c/(• .1 fJr'C' .. 'i(•nlt~l iun In !Jdrry ,Jnd A•lo i\-leeks 

to mark 17 $1..lCCCl5sful Oc to/Jc dest yc•drs (/Jcrnard .Smyt/J ) 

December 2000 - January 200 1 

for Chri s Skea tc I.!.3 ,500ft ), lit't to t'l ight i<'vd 24S ior cl 

prev ious D 1 ~mond hei)\ht ach iever ,111cl .J Gold height 

fnr Mi ke [dwMcb. AherciE<en U n ivc·"ily Captain Mike 

Whymcnt h.1s Bronze .1nd Cros s ~ Country [ndorsemenl, 

Fergu s Fnrstcr Bru 11 ze. H ,Hry J\~ .. 1d e.m , Jn ~tx~74 7 p ilot 

rPturncd to gl iding on rc tirc•nll'nt. t~nd did hi~ i i r5t so lo 
for tL'n ye.JrS . Tc>rry C,l\vthorn (! h 'l',llll-' .1 l<<.>hi11 d rive r~ 

Sue Heard 

Denbigh (Denbigh) 
OUR RECENT job lot from En Lone inc luded a K~7m 

and a Rolls Royc~ powered VVi ld winch, J llowing our 

or igin<1l w inch to undergo a complet" tr.1nsiormat ion. 

\Ve zdsu now have r1 tug on site to makr wove even 

more dc·cess ible. So, no d tdncc o i gelling depressed 
abou t shorteni ng cl,t ys at Dcnb igh and we loo k forwa rd 

to ex tending r1 Wilrm \VCknme to vis itors over th e next 

few months. Congrillulrtt ions to: Fri tz Spa;:ngarl'n fur 

guing so i<J ,titer 42 yet1rs oi gl id ing; Stcve Bu tiC'r on 
Silver; Don Wa lsh (v isitor) ior live hours durdt ion. 

Marlin )ones 

Derbyshire and Lancashire (Camphill) 
f\ ~UMM I: R oi mixed W< '<lilwr ·ndC'd w ith tlutumn 

M <Jdn ss- a c lub compC'ti t ion ci<~v. Early w ave mad"" 
good o:; ta rt .md pi lot ol the dc:~y Wt.l> Da e 1nith. Then 

WPre competi tion' ior longe ·1/highcst fl ights as w e ll as 
ubjcct ive land ing compet i tio ns w i th an interest ing 

rnng • o f i n t.erprct~tions in th<? 's ty l ' sectio n . ,\1\;Jrtin 

I I .. HIJ<.Rlr is now an A sist-a nt Instructor Jnd lan ''AcR <JC~ 

Tom Yeoman <~nd 1\ndrc:w f letcher have ·o loecl. We il y 

Wl'dncsd,w,; to Sundays in w in! •r. Tlw AGM wi ll be on 

j .. 1 n u~1 ry 1-{. Fnr club iniorm.1tion. 5('(:' W\-vw.dlg C'. () ~q . uk 

Diane Reid 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
JO HN 8UG8EE ha; h is Diamond go.~l; it was probably 

improct iGi llo .tdmi re the• view through the driu le. The 

club does not usuall y flv on " Frid;~y so Clairc A lston 

had to \V:tit ti ll the day ,1t"ter her 16th hirthd.1y [() gn 
so lo. SL<'ve Hushell has Cross-Country lndorsemcnt, 

P ~ t ' r ~ t<~rtu p Go ld hci •ht. and P •lc r Stap letun is'"' 

1\s ~ i s l clll t Instruc tor. Om' v ung m·mber r turned fro m 

11> Juniors wit h a hrukt·n leg !p lay ing iooth,t ll l, the 

o ther high prai se from a senior p i lo t for h1s efforts in a 
du,tl flight. Tlw c0m111 ill<:<' i> c:on~ icl r.:r i ng huving dn 

.td j,tcunt i ield and cl new to us) winch. We are looking 

fnrward to th f• rPtum ot (n terpr iSC'11 in July. 
PhiJ Morrison 

East Sussex (Ringmer) 
THANKS Il l Grah<u11 Howring for org;111is ing d succcss­

lul programme of ,1ir cxp<'ricrH.' C fl ights ;md mini cours­

•s (1nd m .. 1ny th . 1 n k ~ tlJ tiH· PvPn ing flying c.:rt•ws. too. 
Congratu lations to Tim Grarcr, Ti111 rlude .tnd Rol.md 

Cl<1 rk for rL'-)Cllu ing. \•V ~ \·velcome our two scholarship 
wi nners, Dcbhic Stroud, 15, and lmmc )ones, 14 . We 

w.1ved goodbye to a v "ner,th lc· T~3 1 dnu ou r be.lllti fu lly­

restorcd T~2 1 which now ridge so,u s in Germany. We 
look forward to <~ nnthP r K11 irom G<:' rmc~n y Jnd ~ i lher c.\ 

Jun ior or ASVV 15 . Th e club ha; be •n 011 its current site 

for 21 yea r~ : pl~ms arc Jioot for a 1hangJr il ash!H 

AWL 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
CONG~ATU L!ITIO r\JS I<'> D.tvid C l .1rk~ on hi s Il l rating. 

Tom Fowles on so loj ng, Norm~1n Feakin un Bron7e, 
Joh n HJmn10nd on iivc hours and e\'eryone who pa sed 

their RT exams thanks to Sian HJrris's prepJ riltion. We 

d •dic,Jtcd thre<e summer Sundays to i ly ing the publi c at 

North Wc•a ld, w hich proved \<Crv popu l,1f. thanks to the 

hMd work ,md <>nthusiasm o i tug p i lots, instructors ;tnd 

ground Crew. Flying weeks at Ridgcwell w ent wel l, 
especi;tll y the second, when two members reached 

Sal tby .tnd many enJoying long soaring fli ghts .. 

Pete r Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 
1\NDY S1\NOERSON and John Gilbert jun ior are ful ly 

Deeside's Sue 1-/(.l.lrd mvnaged r1 five-hour wavf' flight on 

OctohN 4 to complete her Silver !Culin Wighli 

r.llcd instru cto rs and Kim Smith has" Cruss ~ Cou ntry 

Enclorscmcnl. We have purchased a K-2 1, b ringing our 

c lub ileet to nine (5 tw ins and 4 singles). The K-21 has 

J ll the whistl es ilnd be ll s t'o r Jdvanced cross~count ry 

traini ng, iu ll y li nked Gf'S Jnd L t\'AV wi th repeat ers. 

Some of us are going to h.wc grc;ll fu n lrwning how tu 

driv<:> it. So w ith our impressi ve:> cohort of in~t ruct ors and 
equally impressive 11eel we arc thriving. 

Sieve )ones 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
Ot\VE W i!l iam; and O ll 1e Chubbo ck ~re solo: co 11g r.11 ~ 

ulat ions .. \•Ve h<.~ vc now lo ·t our ha nga ra ~e but not the 

clubhou'<: . Those who w ent to Portmoak returned with~ 

uut .my hJdgP ( lt~ ims lw t hZld fun trying for th<' m. 
AJ Padgett 

Four Counties (Syerston) 
<'\UCUST'S soJ r ing week wus J greJI success . 1\ndy 

Mason ond Pelc Dixon both •a in0d Gold disL.1nc • 

D iamond goc1l ; Pcte did his twk hel du~c h • j u~t 

missed the pho to •raph ic ·ectur the n rst time. rro n 

Knowles dlso h, ; 300km. , eth,m Gale dnd Soph ie 

J\1Js lin have soloed. Our new tc(1 bu rne .. ms we an 
now provide hot food o n th ~• airiield. We hav ·a new K~ 

lJ . RJ8, fo rmer ly R3. Thanks to M,trt in Goodwin ;md 

Trev Gorely ior •eHing it ~ •n,ic(:! .. lhlc. Andy tv1ason ta kes 

over ~1 5 CFI from Hen Beniston, who once .tgain d id J 

!' t(;•rl ing job. !vt Jny m c.amb E:· r~ flew competit ions, not<~hl y 

Jo hn Wilton l i i rst. Ti lwnh<tm Regio nalsJ, Richard t~1 oocl 

(fi rs t, club c.lllSS ll c:l ti ondl sJ c~nd P.w) Armstrong (t hird. 
Gr<.msdcn Reg i on ~lh;) . 

Sue Armslrong 

Highland and Fulmar (Easterton) 
CONGRATULATIONS to I an TI1omson (f-u lmar. so lo ), 

;\ndy 1\nderson (Co ld he ight ), Mark TI10mJJSon (fulm.tr, 

Bronze Jnd Sil vl'f height ) and Col in 13orthwick (BronzP 

lr•g). T r sa Tail has rega ined her Bl rating and Geddes 

Chalnwrs is iu ll y~ r,llcd. f\ngie Veitch hJs a motorglidl'r 

instructor rat ing so we hopt• {o make mort: us · of 

fulmar 's Falke. Good luck to ltcHd-worki ng members 

Ddvc and )a cquie Web ter who ,ue moving to North ern 

Ireland: fli ghl .. nd i> losi ng winch driver, sec re tary and 

soup rlragon. l lelen Cha lmers h,1s beco me sccrOt Jry. 1\ 

we ll ~attcn dwl c: lu l> me<:ting kep t us up to date w ith club 

devclnrmcn ts, followed by ,m iniormative talk on w~V{ ' 

t'l ying by CFI Rohert Tdit. O ur Oc tober fl y ing week prn­

duu•d good w,we and ridg<• fly ing - many Htanb to 

John Dr,1nsfi cld t'or tugging and ill Eddic fo r t'lying th • 

ASH. l et 's hope the sou t h ~we5 terl i cs ont inue. 

Teresa Tail 

Imperial College (lasham) 
AT OUR 70th annivers,uy dinner, Luke Rebbeck 

received the lrvi ng Pot for l h ·fastest c ross-countrv of 

the year (11 8 km/h in the juniors). The b rake-disc, for 

the worst retr ieve, w ent lo Chri; Smart w ho landed in 

the middle oi J d.1ir)' iarm. His crew had to cross four 

ii <' lds. I got Tlw Pl.111k. for the worst fie ld l,1 nding (6 

mil es from hnm c· in th e on ly hor lt:y fi e ld in a ,Jrl>.l oi 

stubble) and the Horseshoe, io r better luck next time 
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Club focus 

owl a d For 

JACK Aked started the then Blackpool & 
Fylde GC as a social club in August 1950. By 
1952 there were 375 members whose drink­
ing paid for a nacelled Dagling from Camphill 
(now being restored by Peter Underwood). A 
T-21 arrived in 1954 and was flown by Jack 
Aked (below right) and Gordon Bleasdale 
(below, in EoN Baby). Gordon, who ably sup­
ported Jack from the outset, remains an 
active member, and was given life member­
ship as a Golden Jubilee present this year. 

Thus serious glider training began. Herbert 
Liver, who became our first president, pre­
sented us with an Eon Baby in 1956, and 
gave us two-thirds of the price of a new 
Olympia in 1961. All are still airworthy in pri­
vate ownership at the c lub: T-21 BGA 711, 
Eon Baby BGA 629 and Olympia BGA 1056. 

The lack of soaring at Blackpool's seaside 
location led Jack to seek a site of his own. 
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From 1961-1972, British Aircraft Corporation 
allowed us free use of Samlesbury airfield. In 
1965 we left Blackpool for good. 

At Samlesbury thermals were affected 
every afternoon by sea air coming up lhe 
Ribble valley. Surrounded by good-looking 
hills, we scoured the county for a suitable 
site. Our fancies always led us back to the 
Bowland Fells, and in 1967 we began visiting 
Lower Cock Hill Farm near Chipping; in 1971 
we bought 57 acres freehold for £13,000. 

We started flying here in 1972 and have 
never regretted it. Jack Aked, who was 
awarded a BGA Diploma in 1973, survived 
until 1975 to see his club mature into health 
and security. Derrick Sandford took over as 
CFI and John Gibson as chairman for the 
formative years at Chipping. We have always 
expected members to assist operations how­
ever they may. They work hard, but prices are 
low; and the effect on club spirit is terrific. 

The second half of our existence has been 
truly golden, with hill soaring available to 
give good height and duration for training 
flights from winch launches. Perhaps our 
thermals suffer lower cloudbases than 
others, and we do not get the highest wave, 
but the hill (with steep west, south and east 
faces) works beautifully and the local soaring 
is varied, enjoyable and often unexpected. 

More recently, we changed our name to 
Bowland Forest, having left Blackpool far 
behind us. Sadly our attempt to develop 

Left: looking north-east at Bow/and Forest. The club 
buildings are in the central foreground Parlick is the 
near peak. with further easily soarable hills beyond 
Above: a view of Parlick, from ground level 

aerotowing was frustrated on grounds of 
noise. We have permission for motorgliders 
to operate "fitted with a suitable silencer" 
and plan to use this more in future. Gliders 
with get-you-home engines are launched by 
winch. Most private owners have bought 
expensive glass and carbon, but are often 
joined at cloudbase by our original fleet. 

Local soaring gives us year-round enjoy­
ment, and when members travel to contests 
they compete quite successfully. A lengthy 
history has been compiled and this is avail­
able on our website. We are a modest club in 
size and style, but healthily solvent, very 
friendly, and still developing after 50 years. 

At a glance 
Launch type & cost: 

winch, £3.00 

Club fleet : 
2 x K-13, 3 x K-8. Astir 

Private gliders: 35 

Instructors: 23 

Keith Emslie 

Types of lift: hill , thermal, wave 

Operating days: 
Weekends. Wednesdays & Fridays 

Occasional club weeks 

Contact: 
clubhouse: 01995 61267 

www.bfgc.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.bfgc.co.uk


Club news 
tdoing Silver distance with three types ni loooing equip­

m'" ''- ,111 oi wh ic h f.1 i led - l1u1 no bJ mgrJph). Chris 

and I hoth got P,wl's Pot, ,1 new one, for lle<-oming 

instructo rs wh i lst stil l undcrgr,HJuotes. O ur th ,J nk to th e 

mystery bcnd,1ctor wh o contributed f2 50 for drinks. 

Hemraj Nithianandarajah 

Kent (Challock) 
OUR 1\lJGLJST t,JSk week r su it ~I in Si lver distances lw 

Slmlcy llMkc:r, 1\oss Cl iitnn and Vie; Jennings, in Shirlcy's 

"' ~" ' nmJning J completed Sil vf!I. 1\ichMcl Sc:hni ic:·ld 
h,1s his lwigh! ,.1nd live hours. 1VI,Jrtin Coop0r ha~ <1 F-ull 
kati ng ,1ncl And re~' S;1 mucb is a r3nsic Instructor. \•\le 

r('C<'ntly had the B ,A Dun D iscu s tor ,1 ' " ' 'ekr•nd '"" ' 11 
was put to vc.wy gt:>nd use particubrly on the so~nahlc 

Sd lurdJy. \•Ve <Jrl.' now in th e Sl'dSUn of our r\nnu zll 
D inner .:md instructor chccb, SO<)n to hP followed by 
Cs ni r\ - vvhvre h,1 ~ I ht;,' ve:•ar gone? 
Caroline Whitbread 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
WITII G I\ Lt\T S<J dncss we report thf· de<J tl1 o i our ex­

CFI, Fi t Lt Chris S~o \1 , ,111d oif r m1 r rl t 'Pe't l )' lllf.l,l lhies 

to h1s wifcc Syl vi :J and suns Andrew and M ark. (Se nh it­

Udrv p57). Ma ny th .mks to Marc Morley who hands 

ov<.:r <~ S CFI l(t PcJe.r Ht.:vr to nl: .. tftc r _2 I /2 yed rs. IY1arc_ 

has cll so iound ltme to rcfu rh1 ~h the club KlJ . An cxpe­
di lion tu Ot·nhi gh w <J <; or~~ ni St-'d and g0od use m.1de of 
thHir ridg'' ;mci hnstelrie, . M ,111y th anks 111 Ted Nr'lrrn;ln 

and Andy U lint who hos ted il Kes trPI course at Bi rester 

in trodu ci ng 1 () ~t; rvi <..e student~ to gl iding. \1\le are sh ct r­

ing our airfi c·ld with r, 1 (\\IGS who oper,l\(' three C I 09S 

zdongside us on mirror c ircuit s. 

Simon Boyden 

lakes (Walney Island) 
PERSISTEN T <.l in ,JI the weekend followed by bright 

d dy ~ du ri ng th e wct•k (wh en w e Ccln' t il y) h<:Jvt• ( ._~ usl'd 
intt.-• nsc.' frustr.1 tion in t~vc n th 0 c~llmes t members. ;\t tlw 
end oi August, )Lht in Wi l ls ,1ncl hi s wii<' Cil li an droppl'cl 

in ;::t(te.r seei ng us in SL\; (; 1Ciub Fu C.u5>, Fcbruclry-\·1drch, 

p55 ). l-lc ton k ,Jn ;wrotuw ;mcl on wh.ll for u:::. w, lS not a 

good ci .1y t'lcw to Sutton lldnk (S<"<' p34 ). Tlw exp<·cliti on 

to Pur!mo;1k m~n :1ged four <.bys· fly ing. O ur th ;1 nks gel 
to the c lub, lr enE' ond Stc•ve. 

Peter Seddon 

lasham Gliding Society (lasham) 
rv\;\1 COLM llndgson won Gold in the Sports Cl c1 ;;s dl 

the Aerob,tti c ;'-la ti CJ n;! IS, J. nrl our manager, John Giltl(•rt, 

won Silvt'r in th0 lntt'rmediJ.te ( l,hs. Sew'n Lash(l !Tl 

pil ots i lew ,Jt )aca in th e Spanish ~)yrcnces , w ith ~1 

cluudbasu 01 13,00011. Hugh Kincle ll and Jo hn IJ J il ey 

flE·w the i r Duo Discus ior ~.'i hours in two vveeks, ,1nd 

h.1d" flight of 4411km. t\ C nihhc,m night in tht' c,mtu ' 11 

\\'.l S well suprorted. T lw Rev lnhn WdJb, Vi ca r oi 

L<1sh<1m, arran ged d mi ll <:!llll ium sPrvin' of thank ~giving 
in Sl Mary's 'hurr:h with a sermon by the 1'1\F 

soloing, with 
Simon Jordy. For North Hill's club news, see p53 

Chflpl ain, Rm' Canon !-!ay Hubh ll', in remcmhr.1n u .! ol 

thl' Ba ttll' oi Britain, lln its GOth ;ulllivers;lfy, and th e 

p;ut played by l.asham i\irfit•ld ,111cl its squ,Hirons in thf' 

Seco nd World W.1r. 

Tony Segal 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
\NE t-l t\ D !he usuu. l good turnout for Jhe twu·SPJtcr 

comp. Congr.ltul,ltinn:, tu Dov~ Rutt le and M .1tlfe<·'n 

1-i ar.Jr.Jon o n comi ng o;econcl overnll in their Janus. Oavc 

J.n<.l Steve C roLi 'f h Jv~ db u b :!en having J go Jt th e..; 

Regi o nal comp tl t ion s- cne w i th some su ccess. V\1 ... ~1re 

very cl ose to concl udin~ negoli il tinns wi!h one oi our 
l,lfldlo rds whi ch, ii suc ttO>ssful, will result in ,1 doubling 

of our opC:r.:l ting dre<J ,lf1d ,1 tt•n-ycar l icc•nc('. "Dear 

U ncl e Lottery ... " Congr,1tulations tu t'J 1ck Kcnrlall on 

re-soloing. M(lrg,·~ret Chi lds h ;-JS ,1 Silver height. 

Dick Skerry 

Mendip (Halesland) 
fH E CLUB recciwd we lconw fr"'' public i ty ,1 head of 
our Open Dav with a full co lour ccntrc-pc1gc sprcwl 1n 

s t:_~vera l local papers: undoubtedly J major contribution 

to mcre.1sccl attendan ce. The rcschcdu lccl F.1mily LJay 

,II so went ext reme ly \vd l. Robin Joy dcJn;Jtcd ~~ ride-on 

mowe.r to the < lul>; lohn Wi nch ·' ter mad ' it wnrk. Th e 

lcunch arc,l s '" " l ike l;1wns now. Rnl ll n fl ew fiw: ho•HS, 

Ooug Wood ~ llmnze leg .md Si mon W ithey wen t so lo. 

C n men Edwarcles solnecl ei ght werks- dfter hush,mrl 

LJavtcl. Sh, dH.I g1ve h tm a si s-wcl'k start. 

Keith Simmons 

Midland (long Mynd) 
WE'VE HAD more :> OOkms in thi s li mited season th an 

~1ll prcviou~ yeJrs cornh incd. A problem i.s rryin g not tu 

mention the pund it s tuo r1 \t r.:n; the CFI di dn't help ll)' 

doing two 500s !)rl !.:'ons ~:\c ut i ve cbys. Then Rod H,1wl ey 
did ,1 .l Oll ,mrl 400 in hi s K-fJ E, also on consr·cut ivc 

d.1ys. Tc1 sk w eek tnc ludcd the mcmnrohlc Augu st 20 

when l<en gl iders gut round a .3 11 km task , a cl uh 

rc.corcl. The week WJ S won by M yn d groupie cmd 

Shalbournc' CFI, Lil Sp.1rrow. Our 'g l~r.k r lt fter s henH' 

lnr the h,1ngar i:, und •rwJy. Congra tuL11ions to Rich ~nd 

Bill,1ny nn Silver; Ri ch ,ml L.1ngio rrl, Ali s tC~ir L<:wis .1 nrl 

D ,1virl 1\<m cc on C o ld di sl ,liK €; lan M au\rthu r on Co ld 

h('ight ,lfld Domin ic H,!Ughtun on l)i ;, mond go,!l ,md 

distaiH<'. W,dter Trldlf: the F.1giE<' ll,ntmanll sd n it "" 
Stlvcr cli stcmcc to llidford but londcrl at i\lton row ers 

wher<' ,1 long quc·ue quickly iormed hy th e K-11 . 
Roland Bailey 

Needwood Forest (Cross Hayes) 
r\ FTER a soggy summer, wf~ can ,11 lr ·ost lou k forw,lfd to 

mo re Winter i ly1ng. thanks to both the c tl on that w.ls 

IJi tl d few monlh a~o, ,111 d :Jil ing0n ious nevv r •tri evt • 

winch. Dt~s i gn ed by Al,111 1\Qbc:rts, .lnd built m.Jin ly lrv 
;\ lan, his ~un l ;-1n Mld ;1CQ 1JX('r N igel RPndc-•r, thi <.;: is 

power d by th ~ c luh \r,l c tor, J nd should Pnsurf; fir ing 

on c!Jys wh en the sky is kinr.J hut th e fi e ld's too suit. 

t\ndy Davi s h<..~ s now got hi s foo t unto the: first ru11g of 
till' instruct ing l,lCider, w1th I,Jn W al kl'r becom ing an 

;\s;ist,>nt Cll Instructor. Th<lll ks to Hob Cibb5 ior kcr;p­

ing us in shackles ,1nd w er1k links, Vzli RohPrts who h,lS 
dddcd c alJic par.:Khute mending and web design to her 

sk il ls, i\ lan Roberts ior ket'ping the club fl ed in tip -tnp 

shJpe, StPvc Hi ck inboltlllll ior dishing out th e dutic , 

Nigel fnr trai ning vvin ch drive r~ , nnd E'veryone who 

turns up regularly to k ep us fl yi ng. 

Grant Williams 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
TRACY Mt'P _h and ],met Emms organ ised .:I succr·ssfu l 

b,ubecuc tO ornpil·mcnt .1 une-off p rivate group glide. 
The T-21 "b,1rgc<'' "'"' I'L'ry popu la r on th c dav. Garv 
N uttall, Mike Rolwrt5, PPtcr Seyrnour dnd Stf'W Codd 

t~n s urto~d th at we pr..~rti c i p~ttcd in .:1ll k g-s oi the Inter Clul> 
League. Stcvf' C:odd, Mike Robcrt> <1nd Barry M er:ch 

rc·prescnted us in tlw An glia Cup at 1ibcnhdll1. John 

YDuhg cumplcted 22Smm in a Spatz . Les W,1lsh com­

p letcdl OOkm tn" K-fl. (l,my M~E'ch did Silwr hetght 

and di stan ce; Chris Shcpperd Silver height and 

Endur,lllCC. Other Silver hl'ights w~re ilown by: Ri .hard 

H ;wdcn, BriM1 Cracknell , Ki m M el io r, PJu l Dc~l y, Phi I 

A lex.mder "nrl lohn Pike. Ki rn M elior oJn cl Steve MvJII 

c rr·wr··cl ,1t th e juni ors ~ ~~ d complet ·cl P2 J OOkln. Wi nter 

mid-week fly ing at t'J VGC wil l be on Thursd.1ys . 

John Pike 

Newark & Notts (Winthorpe) 
TilE Tt\SK w e<•k "''" ,1 su tt>ss despttc clisappotnt rng 
w e,1th cr. Dov<: Wil son completed hi s Silver with a .'iOkm 

'" Crowland and ot lwr p i lots ill'w ""'''r,11 hundrc·cl km. 
LJave Rcdfearn completed Si lver, c111d Hob T,1tl ow hi!S 

hi s 1 OOkm clipl o mc~ 1,1nd kept th e gr<t ss at " mJnagcablc 
lengthl. Th t• 25th ,mnive rs,lry din1wr w ,\S a gre.D t SUC(' (-l-SS 

with MOund 1 r,o JlPO pl ~ :~llr:tldin g, th anks to Juli e dnd 

Lcslry Frank Denni s flew solo . I w onder ti he can log it 

,h ,1 convPrs i()n from LcJ ilCLblers? 

Chris Dring 

ROGER TAR.GETI 

Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass. carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval 

* C of A renewals and general maintenance 

Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershi re Gliding Club 
Nympsfleld , Nr. Stonehouse, Gloucestershire GL10 3TX 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 ·Home (0 1453) 860447 
Mobile 0850 769060 

* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning 

* Re-finishing in all types of gel coat and paint 

* Hard wax pollshmg 

* Competition sealing 

* BGA and PFA approved 

* Canopy perspex replacement 

- email roger@sailplaneservices.co.uk * Aircraft recovery 

www.saill!..lanese111ices.co.uk 
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Club news 
Norfolk (Tibenham) 
EIGHT cl ubs challenged ior the t\ngl i~ TV Trophy in 

September anrl we had an Pxcellent weekend oi fly ing 
and iun. The trophy ibe'it was carried oii by C 1mi>ridgc; 

NCC was th ird. Janws Arrnes, Wad Ll!atlcr, Jim 
Semmens and f'hil Burton h.we gone• o lo; <~nd Hnw,ml 

Dun~ombe has a Bronze lq;: while Pet<'r l.anclstcr, 
Anciy Smith, Don C1nn ,md )im Scmmun> have both 

l:lronZ<' l<•gs. Andy Smith .tlsn ha' Silver height ,md dis­

tance and f'.1ul Tavt•rm·r c0~1p lcted Silwr; both d id 

1 OOkm D iplomas. \Ve h~cl a big party ior all those who 

hl'lpcd organise ,111d run the ;uccessiul lnll'rn.!liun<l l 

Vintflgc r,dly. ,\1\ilny memh rs .trt' pl.lnning visib; the 
always ·njoyablc F"shie trip ha> already taken plnte. 

Bonnie Wade 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
THERE"'"',, d istiTl< 1 l,u.:k of sumnwr th<'rm:1ls and the 

<~nnual •xpcd iti<)fl to Portmo.)k WJ> di;appoinllng. 

FortunJtcly our usuJI ;-tuturnn wnve h.b givc..•n lllrlfly 

mC'miJers go d ·u.~ring, with Silver lwighl ior Gordnn 

Dixnn. Sieve Dmvey is thL' iirSI oi I:Jsl year's Mlet 

intake to solo and'"' h.lVe recruited several more 

recently. The ( iub re cntly ied.turecl on lo al l<'l<>vision 

and the publicity has boo. led tri~ l lessons ior us and 

we hope other Tyne Tees ref\in n lubs too. 

Martin Fellis 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
50, THE junior ,\l,l!ionals h.1pp nl!d (see p421 bu t I'm 

sure everyon • who was involved would like to th.1nk all 

OGC members who gave their timt• dnd efiort to make 

it the sue <"<' '> thc~t it wa•. F~pecia ll y Paul and Rn1 ior 
cJtcring ior hundreds ,1nd Pcte ior \Vt'~ring hims<•lf 

clown to a vPI't!Callv-chal l<•ngt·d ir,l7J.Ic. Jamic Cuthill 

and OtW£' \,V all:-, two more cddch, hJvc ':<.Olcd • .:1S: hits 
Martin Wil lker. The trip 10 Fcshi..,hriclg<' wJ< timed just 

righ t ior the ' od weatlwr w itb Simon W"l~er, limbing 

to his Gold hf'ight, a> th · vi w wJs so good. Everyone 

>lse 1r1ade do with enjoying the il)'ing, walking, Barry 
and M o·;; clinnNs and (dirngorm'. ho.pi talil)'. 

Sieve McCurdy 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 
WELl. nONE to Chris lleoumo nt, 17. ior compluting 

Silver with live hour" durdtion. Pf'tl• Kdtlc gnt bi~ iivc 
hours .11 Sr•minnle Lake. Lauric .. larkc Lompletc_-d 

Bronl.e .md Cru»-country E·ndnrsement, Shawn 

M claughlin Cross-Country Endorsclll(!nt. And wel l (iOn<' 

to Bill !3akcr on hi, iir>t .olo. Jim ' rowhur>l (Sport Vog.1) 

tdme .1 very ·reclit,li>lc 27th in the Juniors, halfw,ty 

down the i iL'Id in the >N·nnd-low<· I handlr,>ppNI glid<.>r 

in the comp. Ncil McL.1ughlin ilt•w in the 13Gt\ two-
sc .. llur wi th 11dy D<1vis and Terry Sl,ll<'r. \ •\1(• wmpeted 

in tlw 1\ngli:. Cup at Tlbcnham and enjoyed their hnspi­

t:llity. Shcena Ft'ar, intermediate, >Jved the boy>' and 

club's honour hy being the only on" to finish Sunday'. 
17:;km 1,1sk. 

Pde Goulding 

Portsmouth Naval (lee on Solent) 
MICk H.1L7.Jrd ha g<J in"d hi, Si lver during the RNGSA 

dPvelopment "'eck held M Bicestcr. Chris f'cnnifold 

·omplot<:d h is lly turnit1g right irmn Gransclcn Lndgc: 

,tnd h ·~cling oii IOIV~II'ds NorwiCh. CongratuiJtions, 

both. i\'ovc rnbcH 1 saw ,) h.~nge oi CFI, wi th 1\lan 

Clarke t.lkinf\ Over from MMtin H 'neg.Jn. t\lso during 

the sumnwr :l>Sidunus tn tructor l'hi l Parsons hung up 

h is instructor's hill ior the last time; we hnpf' till' ;amt• 
can't be s,Jid ni hi ' fl y ing boot,. Southampton 

University'-. runuitmenl dnve Sllw nnt\$\V 27 being 
U>tXI a> an umbrulld hut rC'stdtcd in many 11 '"' members. 

Pet<' Smith 

Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak) 
CONGRATULt\TI0 ,\15 TO Edinburgh University for Win­

ning the intor-univcrs itic task wePk, ~nd r\ndrcw B,ttes 

ior Silver clistancf•. Edinburgh m;1naged I fly more th.1n 
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Trent Valleys Andrew Turk, joint winner of the wooden 
cup he holds (see S&G. October-November. p28) 

20 students during irC!shcrs' wt·uk. Congratulations to 
C:hm Rohinson on becoming an .lS>i,tant r:1t.cd instruc· 

tor, Ncil l rving inr Gold dlst tmc..c ,1 nd . Brbi<. ln!:,lructor 

r.lting. 0,1ve Thomp>oll for 'ilver height. R.1y Rubcrt; 

JnCI Tirn 1\t\Jw for Silver durillioil, I,Jn Easo;on dnd Ray 

Robert> for tlron2C IJ;~dgc-. .• 1nd Rick)' J.1ckson. Grcgory 

Shcppc:r ,lfld Mike M it< hell fnr i irst . olos. 

Neillrving 

Shalbourne Soaring Society (Rivar Hill) 
AlTER thr •c 111!lnths, our youngc•SI member, r<'l<·r 

l:l.lllard. 16, final ly wloPd, much to the rel ici of hi 

iathcr whn hnd agre<'d to ioot the bill until then. P<'l<'r 
;~ l so £1l,lll.Jged hi> iirsl hali hour cln hi> second >olo 

ilight. )aniLc VVath ;mel t\ le' Da llimore h<lv ·• .1lsn gc)nc 
soln. We• wdcnmc· s vera I new member to the lub 

including tc·v . . md Ralph Ion<!' - I'm sure l'w hc.1r1i 

1ht1ir n.1 nws bcfort•? Th<..1 wc,1thcr improved, the week 

alter our task week unfortunately, but good (-!nOugh for 

thu l. ~;.h~m Rcgion.li-: conwatul.ll inns to D<lVI' ()r;lper 

ior < oming third in the R Cl.l». August 24 prnvc•clto bL• 

citing at the dub wh n 13 'iiders iromthe LL1sham 
Nationals l~nded in qu ick su essinn ongratulations 

to K n R id ior :wokm in hi' K·hE when most o( us in 

3la s ab,lndon , cl the clay. Negotiat ion~ with our 13nd­

lord over ,, long-t<'rrn J('ase, rl:! o ngoing. 

(live Harder 

Shenington (Shenington) 
Ai\OY Tr.1iinrd h:1s gone solo Jncl G~oii Powel l ha; 

Silver height. John DCHlnv,ln and Ruger Andrcws have 

Silver cltll'ation, while RngN Tyrrdl g.dned hi, iivc hours 

dl Fr-shieiJridg<'. W<: ha.d a great joint Task Week w1th 

llrlwland Forest and Ta i[;<Hth, enjoying m,lfl)' ch,lllcng­

ing tasks in 5trong winds. Wt· hdv<' jlar"lib pl<~nn 'cl for 
Deu:mber p lus the Annu,1l Dinner at the start of 

Fcbru. ry. Our ourst: seJson has ome to iln e.nd but 

we will b<' -til l lw opL·n 7 davs. ilring w herev<:r the 

"'""'h ·r allows. 0() C,l ll the nfiirc ii )'OU pl.1n In v i>il 
rn idwcck1 or Lh<.~ck out w\vw.f:liding-clulJ.co.uk 
Tess Whiting 

Shropshire Soaring Croup (Sieap) 
ONE IIIGHLI l-IT w,1s on September 2l when 11vc 

c~ir raft ilev~' above I O.OOOf1 in ~nuth-E'd!:.\te.r l y \>\li!V(' - r n 
unusua l dirr:CIInn ior Slc"ap, w hi h produ<.ecl cloud 

l.n'-,lring no resr:~mbldflce to norrn.;~l wave. Dave Trtr lctl 
got ,,, i,1r as Borth on the Welsh cOJ>t . Expeditions to 

Scighiorcl, Hus Bos, DE·nbigh .>nd Feshic ·briclgt• ''"" Rick 
Prc<.twich up 10 23,000it in ScoLI,II)cJ ,1nd Keith riclcl up 

to hi> ankles in Wulc . . Alistair GiLnn improvpd hi< 

>landing oc1 LJSI y ·ar in tilL' )unitlr 1 ation,11>. 

Uniounded optimism saw threE' oi u> landing out Jl 
Scighiorcl coniicknt o i an acrotow. Only ·h,\rle, Webb 

m.lll,lgerltn get ,1irbornc- bdure thl' 17.00hrs rle,ld line. 

Vi<' Carf i1nd John C:.1tmur, luoking ior the >ea bn•c:ZE' 
front '"hich r<•gu i,Jrly provides us wi th ~ ia>l flight. land­
ed l)ut .11 Wrcxh,1111. We are looking iorwarclto winter 

W<lv<!. inc luding on weekdays. Al l launches <lrt' by 

h ipmunk; we have three rtmwi'ly direLtions ll\'ll ildhle. 

Ring me on 01 'l 9 2106244 ior det;lib. 
Keith Fidd 

South Wales (Usk) 
(ONCRf\T LATIONS to t\nclrcw Thompson I sun c1i 

gl1dN pi lot Bob) ior go ing -o lo on hi; 1 bth hirthd;1y 

dc:-.pite poor we.tlhcr. Congril: tu !.l tion" .. 1/sn to Ken 

'" lnrgan (f,lllwr oi glid •r pi lot MM<.:) on iir<t oln, St<•v<• 

Stok~.s on his Cross-country Endnr"2nwnt, I.H1 S.111to> ior 

Silvur height .1nd dur,ltion ,111cl t\ndrcw J,lml'S ior Gold 

(ii. t,mce/DiJmond go.1 l un a d.1y when more• 

cxp ·rienLC•d p ilots fltw nn iunhcr 1h.1n 200km. \l\lt• I(J(.Jk 

iorw:lrd to .1 vv int<:'l nt ridgt•-running .1nd w._lv •. 

MPW 

Southdown (Parham) 
GUY WESTGI\TE put up his usual i l.lwle'> a<·tohJtic 

dcmonr;trat ir)n .11 Shorelhlln\ .tnnu.il .1< t >how. l il• ;llso 

won the n~tinnal npen r i.<SS a«.>wh.lt ic dldlnpion. hip. 

1\t1any congratultlttof'IS, too, to nul comp'-'f i tion squ.1d for 
coming >Ccnnd in the national In! r- lub LwJ!jtlt! . Our 

new Fl is tn br Stevv Way and we thnnk him tor 
t Jk inf~ on the job. Thanks .dsu to Bri .Jn 8.1tcson for hi 

ye<~rs ni SPrvin•. ~le was'" rL·I i"v<'d at p. ssing n the 
hurclcn thJI h ·took the c lub K-lt. 111 thL' comp.lll , 11f 

Mike H.hluck, to 10,000ft-plu.> wer Su11on flank trom 

tlw winch. Chris ),lllWS hds Silvt:r: N igd M, Xt:\' old 

distance. Jnclt\ nna M.lXC)' Silver tlistancc. Tri,d l<'s on, 

uiten bring ill C'x-.witllnrs hul k •w mnre interesting th.:tn 

Ale W ill iams, who hondl cl uur K-1 3 like a true veteran. 
r li previous !light \Vas at Arnh m w here, il{ cording to 

him. till' nnlr <ign ni li f~ came irom the il,1k baucric~ 
whi h "had .t \\' lly oi 9)0il ing ,1 d el e lll c irc uit". 

Peter Holloway 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
EARLY September ;aw tile I,1St oi thC' SC>.Jring flighl' 

from SQighiord. Commic:.erc111ons to Bri.lfl P~ars.on whn 

J,mded fiv<: mile> irom th<' J irii<!ld on .1 OiJill<.md goal 

.li!Cmpt. l'cto Lowc (f\ SIIf (5) ikw ov('r JOOkm. John 

,\-\LI..,lllgh lin iDG 40(}1 C(1111plrcted ·,mother' 11JOkm, Jnd 

now hns on almost unsurp.Jssahle lead in tlw 'roS>­
country Ladde r. jue W estwt>!ld h, s Brnnzc, GrJh,lm 

!3urtun Sikcr dur~lion Jnrl Okm. f';Ju l Crump Silv •1 
height Jnd clur, tion. ugust' pon Days were a greilt 

>UCce> . Thanks to Chris Jonc;; .1nd all thos "ho 

helped. Paul C:rump fin i~hcd 2nd in the Sport I s in 

the "-:ttinnill Glider i\ Nob:Jti C:hnmpio nshiJ)' Jl Salthy 
whil• Glvn Ynl<'s w.h ~th .11 lntermcdial<' I ,.tel. Thonks 

to P(•te lo\vc·, rncmhers l1njoycd the Jnnu.11 tr iJJ 10 

Milfidd. Chw Jnhnson rn issed SilvPr dur:.tion hy tour 

minutes~ lan O~tvie.5 .md Lee re:tthcr:,lone ,,re running 

~·,lf l ' moming ,111 ;nitio ( our .. e.s uvt•r I he wintPr - these 
hew be n succc·ssiu l .1nd flOpul;~r in previou> \'<'•"'· 
Paul (llarncy) (rump 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
CO:-<(; I{t\TlJ iot\T IO:-IS to Robert Au~tin on .C1Ioing .md 

to Dav • iohnson on his ,<\ssi tan! Instructor Rat ill~. 

Awards at the October AGM were; Club Ldcld<•r 1'1, 

DavC' Benton; 12) Diand King; t ll Mike C:oii<'t'; he>! 

i l ight ill,\ dub )llirlcr, TrL·vor Tibh<' l ; Tom Smith 
Mumnrinl rCro -Country), M.~rk i'adwull; mo~l 

progress, N ick J,liiray; ><'JsidL• trophv, Dov<' 13entnn; 
CFI', ,lwMd, Di;;na king. The Annual Commiltc<.' 1\wJrds 

were: Andv C:oifef• Spitiitt' Trophy, Oi,tna Ki11g ior flying 

,tc_hievcrnt' lll; John Simonil<' Trophy, Johll Dick inson 

(computc:r >)'SIL•ms); Fr<•cl llilinc Shi<'ld . Martin 

Greenwood; t h,lirman'; person.JI ;,w;~rd, Pclcr Blair. 

1\'\~1rtyn Davit·::- ::-teps clown ,\s ~e.Lrct .try :'lfter L'XCeplfoflal 

servi< e urlmindting in succP' siul Sports Council ,mcl 
loiiL'r)' .1pplic:llion;. Ot•n· l< l>hillips retire_, ilS te< hn1L.1I 

olfict·r ,lfl<•r )1Vdr:-. ni D\~"'rs 'L'ing, ,J<ivi~ing and rodJirll­
ing glider< ior c lub .lntl syndic,tle.l. Tl1~· i r time, p.lli<'ll< 
<Jnd per<iSt<•nn• <.lnll<\1 hl' nw,1surcd but hoth w •re 

aw.~rded iull i lving liie rnember>hip. 

Harry Williams 

Surrey & Hants (lasham) 
lhe ' ffc t n i uur improvt•d fleet h higher us<· th.m th<' 

previou~ yc.1r and ;l numhor oi ;H.:hi<•vcm<·nts, including 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:pli()n.li
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Llronte ior t'v\ ike lackson .md I aurt'ncL' Wolf. .tnd !>i lv •r 
ior C:hri1 l'v\c• lson, Ll.my Alckor,l;uk, .tnd Gr,il1.>1ll 
Prophet. Ev<'n I m.1cl~ ,, Cold claim which CilpS a )'CJr 
where 1 Y Silv<'r lq~s Wt'rl' tl. titned. three Gold and 
Hm·e Oiamond. Congratu l;llion\ it> ,\l i~to~ ir 1unn on 
winn ing thP Bonker f.!Pgion.d .... ;md tu P c ;'v1a.sson on 
~nd plan • .11 the Junior' f~cc p421- seven entries out of 
'iO were• from <Hir clul>. A Di;Lu~ went to Rcarling 
U niversit)"s frcshc•IS' rotr het· p I ); well <:lone l.o Anna 
\•Veils who iruntucl the ~vent. 

John Simmonds 

The Soaring Centre (Husbands Bosworth) 
\V[ WU;o.. 1lw lnter-rluh Leagu • n.llinnal i in;tl held .11 
I Ius 13us nv~r ll1c ugusl hank hol icby IVL'Ckcncl. M<Jny 
th.mks to vvc?ryune "\'lW Ctlmpcted during th(' y('.1r. 
Cnngr~tul.llions to: M .ntin Pullcn, John Jam s, John 
Golvin, Jmn ~eed, Chri Smi th, 0dvid Wa lsh and [);"''' 
Stt'w.>rt (suloi; Simnn ~rnith (Silwr distance•); loan 
Lmn.ml ! t•lcl d i l<1nc Diamond go.1IJ. Dcrek Abbey 
completed Oi.1mond wilh a 500km ilight in September 
in Franr0. Th<· ''blue hl!ll ' w.LS nc.1rly r'f•r l;linwd by lvlikt• 
Young Jnd John flirch irom Gransden lodge, w ho 
dlrnost made it to the club in LhC'ir T·21. Better luck n<"xt 
time. lloh Brown look,; like cla iming rh· idst 1 OOkm of 
tlw yc.tr, on 0 ·tolx·r 19. Our annual dinn ripriLegiving 
will11l' ,11 thC' club on J,Jnuary 13. GlidPrs have be0n 
dispatched to .'\usrralia and South Africa for th0 wint~r. 

Jnd instrudors arc heading as far ati 'Id as i\~ew 

Zr.•aland and Jamaica. Lucky devils. 
Siobhan Hindley 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
CORDON Bowcs (K·6El. Dick 1-IJnnigc~n (r\sti r) and 
Mark Eurl, nd !Nimbus 2) have ilown JOOkrn triangles. 
Paul Daub,1ny h,Js Si lvN h0ight and Sirnon Grant has 
completed hi> Silver with iive hours. ID<' Wheoter h.1s 
sulo<>ci, Donicl Simrns has ,J one-hour flight and 
:\orm.1n Buw{~.S <1 nronze leg.\!\!(~ were represent<.:d at 

the Wokb Two-St•,1ter Comp hy three teams with rhe 
M,Hiann~ coming 4th. Th" wPII-,upporttYI C'XIJedition to 
Dcnbigh was spoil t by poor wc,Jther. 
John Kilchen 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
11': 1\ DI<EARY SLrmmer 13en ~myt h did wc·ll to fl)• his 
iiw hours entirely in therm;1ls. ,1s Bc:rr1<1rd Si lke fiC'w ,1 
130km cross·bord<•r lri.Jngk· to Cookstown ,1nd Movillc 
in Co DnnPg(ll. i·v\,lndiP lr\\'in ~olol'd in Sep ternhe r 
while jd\' Nethcrc.ott w:~s burnishing hi~ new PPL Jnd 

prq1<1ring to join thl1 tuggie Lc•.ttn. In r<•turn ior owrn ight 
h;wgarage Brirish unlimited ncrobotics charnpi m 
•power) Mark l<•tTt>ries flt'll' d display ovc•r our fic•kl in 
his ~UOhp singi<' ·Seat la~er LLOO - all the mnrl' 
stunning in d 40kt wind which ground"rl '"· l':ot only 
pundits but soJring's rabhits ilrP >ought bv M ich,Hd 

Mc:Sorlr.·y ior ,1 t OlliL'>I .11 r>ur nim•-d<1y '""P nt•xt April. 
The bst<'r Kunny competit ion will be ininrmal. simpiC', 
fun -but rc•wardinl\. No formil l cntrv nt>E<ded - ju>t I urn 
up. Two cla'i5es: free dist,1nce for wood; self-seleCt!'d 
closed circuit> ior .1ny1hing h~nd icappc·d .tt ':lO or more. 
Bob Rodwell 

Vale of White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
TilE r\ TU,v\N turm·d out quite well. In s~ptemh.er Ion 
lluband tkw JOOkm to <nmplete his Gold, and there 
w,1., quite.' a lot oi ~UJring during the month. In Cilrly 
0Chlh •r Fd l'oggin and Grah,Hn Turner g,1ined tlwir rull 
rill i ng~ aiter S days al Ri<.::t·stcr when e\l(· ry day w,1s 

flyahle, and a couple even SOdr,Jblc. As '"" hcwl into 
winl<.>r Wl' Mt' exploring po»ibilities ior h.1ivng a Lug nn 
J regulllf bdsb, ~md ior bnrro\ving tht\ BGNs PuchtKZ 
ior a \\··Pekcnd to brighten up the shortc·r. <Older days. 
Graham Turner 

Vectis (Bembridge) 
1\T Ti lE £tring ((~n!r<• during 1\ugu~l, 11rnntP 13adge 
Endorscmc-nts WNC' ornplctud by Tim Buckley, Terry 

December 2000 - January 200 1 

Miles Bailey. 16-year·old soloist in a Discus at Wo/ds 
(Photo courtesy of the Evening Press. York) 

,'v\cJ< inlcy, l'hil Kirbv .1nd l'aul lcnnings. Silver clist.111CC 
a nu height ga in also by Tim Bt~rkley ;m cl Silver hC'ighr 
,111d dural ion hy Terry McKin l<·y ,1nd Phi I Kirby. John 
leonard and P~ter rurpens did Diamond goals, w hile 
b<tck on the l~le oi Wight David Fc•or < omplet~:d his 
llronze. August and S0ptcmber provided some very 

good snaring cm the I le of Wighl. with sever.1l 
members m<tkin~ by island sl~ndards, lung endurance 
ilight . \. av i lyins <~ I r\boyn • w~s atl •mpted hy 
members tn · ·ptember with disappointing rcs11lts 
alth<1ugh mor!' flying w.1s achieved Lhi> year than l,tst. 
Pelcr Scago 

Welland (lyveden) 
lr-.' M ID-AUGUST we enjoyed" BGA soaring course, 
run by Simon 1\dlard. f: vervonc ic lt they had IParned 
something n<:>w: gre<tt th ings will be expected oi tlwm 
next season! In Septemb0r, we were well represented at 
Tibcnham f r rhc i\n ' l ia Cup. How,ml Barnard in his 
Astir won the novice clas on the i irsl day. The annu.1l 
cluh pxpeditinn went to Sulton 13ank, hiring the BGA 
DG 500, which was ilown to 12,300fL by t'vlark Prickctt 
and Peter P ldrson, (1ccomp(lnied h)' Stevc Algeo in the 
DG .lOO. 1\ndy Lockwood and Peter Heywond did iicld 
land ing checks, whirh l'cter irnmedi,1tely usPd by I.Jnd­
ing his K-6 nut. Coogratul,llions to l'atrick Duerdcn on 
soloing and Werner Leut f<•lcl on hE"coming Senior 
Region.tl ExJminer ior the Th;unes region. 
)ane Cooper 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
FOLLOWING a very succcssiu l season w ith Hob Fox, 
Jnhn Smith and many others achic;ving <'XCl'ilent resu lts 
in the Northern; ,tnd Club Class :\l.>tionals, we"'" 
beginning to S(~t\lc down loa winter seasun o( tCiH..h ing, 

speci fic i lving training .111d sociali ing. A nuntber of 
members have travelled oif to Ahoyne for 5omc serious 
wav~· flying. Miles Ba iley a sixt ,cn year old (guing on 
iiity- iiv~J del inquent has gone solo, deiying logic and 
mPdictll science ,ts we know it, and is no'"'' dctermin(ld 
tn master 1r;1 tor driving. Bonfire night is being planned, 
0> is the Christmas bash when aw,mls, prizes, and 

Obituaries 
Niall O'Sullivan - Wrekin GC 
NIALL, whos f<.~ther John and younger brother 
Aaron were also v\lrekin members, wa$ killed 
in a road dC:ciclent on August 1 1. N i ~ ll ra rely 
missed il weekend at the c lub and over this 
seJSon ompletecl his Bronze Budge and Si lver 
height and duration. H e loved gl iding and had 
<.1 b ri ght future ilhCJcl o f him both in g l iding and 
in his career in AirTrafiic Control. Nial l ame 
irorn a l ruly g liding i<.~mily. J'vl o ther anrl f<lther 
Va l Jnd John MC well-known throughout the 
RAFGSA, John being a fo rmer Wrekin CFI. H e 
and Val are now l iving in Gibralter and A,1ron is 
at university in Eng land. Condolences and 
thought are w i th th ' Ill a ll. 
Sheila Russon 

ridicule <rrc h, ncl d out. A re ~tnt iree ale night ior 
evening visit volunteers drew a 'OOcl crowd, w ho 
w itne;.>ed exploding contraceptives ilnd 'wall oi fire' 
fetlts on .1 motorised scooter for their entertainment, 
cnuncsy o f Oave and CharlieTang. The club is to devel­
op ,1 i ive year p l,111, which w ill include a mission slalc· 
ment, iindncial targd:, Jnd ilying ohj •rtives. \IVe tlim to 

improve ilying, our org;misation and i.1 i lities, to rnJke 

th<' club worth)' of" nationa l reputation. 
Ged McCann 

Wrekin (Cosford) 
AUGUST and S<•pL~·mber made• up for the earlier poor 

ondiaion>. The CFI came second in ahe Gr,1 nsdcn 
Regionals. WPII clorw, Trcv! Th :Kicled l rip to the 
,1irficld is bc·ginning Lo look landilblc air ady. The dub­
house Ci1 111e into its own this summer with J group of 
younger members staying each weekend, helping to get 
ilying startecle.Jrl y. John Rochfort has resolocd and 
achieved his Bronze Jnd molorglidcr r<1ting. The motor­
glider is due to h<• recovered, w ith Mick Davis t~king 
l hc lead. The cl ub has h.1d more LIMn its fa ir shMe of 
trag<::.•dies ewer the past ycM and lost twn cKiivc 

m<'mhcrs in Julian f'aszki ,1nd N i,tll I se ' obitu,1ry, 
below). We hope n<•xt year will bring happier times. 
Sheila Russon 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
TOWARDS thc end of the season we h;,d some short 
cross-counlry tasks and Sil ver legs. Congratu l,11ions to 
Eric Smith, who won the B class ill Lash;~m Region.1 ls. 
After hard work by a few club members, l lll' Falke's 
engin<• h.1s b<:cn completely ov'rhaulcd. On rhe social 
side, the barn dance wa, much enjoyed. The i\Givt in 
Novemher w il l be iollmvr.•d hy ,, fireworks competition. 
Our Chrislmas porty, on lhc December 2, w ill be held 
in the Mess at Upavnn. Before the end of the year Chris 
lvlmren should have <·quipment imd licen5ing to GJrrv 
out RT licenc • training and e.'amination ~~the club. We 
arc having the c;1bs and contro ls oi both Tost wincht'~ 

proiessionJII y redesignf'd, \·vith greater Lomfort tlnd 
Stlfcty as well as cl1sy maintenance in mind. 
Gavin Ocane 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
OCTOI.lER 4 finally gave us a dccenL wave <lay: Jay 
Smith reachc:d 17,500it, with Rich.~rd Kalin doing d 

401lkm. The IJGA DC 500 wi ll he at the club by the 
time this goes to print, giving m<1mbcrs fl ights in a 
ilapped giJSS IW<Hc;llcr; I,J!Pr in Lh<" winter tlw BGA 
Duo Discus wil l be available instead. The grassed areas 
havP bec•n mJintained to virtudlly goli gr<"Pn stand.~rds 
bv Dick Boddy, Eric Rogers and George Mct.can, who 
do a sup rb job. We IMve had a good crop of Bronzes 
;1od Crnss-country Pndorsemcnts .1nd a healthy nurnbl•r 
of ne\v members, we hop<~ next se(1son w ill s<·e bf;;'ttcr 

cross-country conditions. \. . 
Mike Cohler ~ 

Chris Scott - Kestrel GC 
CHRIS joined us from 622VGS <1t U pJvon, 
where he was CFI ior many years, b ringing with 
h im an in fect ious e nthusiasm and much exper i­
ence from a g l iding career spanning more than 
three decades. Starting as a staff cadet at 
623VGS Tangmere, he went on to became Jn 
instru tor Jnd commissioned. H e was CFI at 
622VGS O ld Saru tn, which m oved to Upavon. 
On jo ining us he rapidl ;• became CFI. As well 
his VGS commitmmls he often instructed at 
Portmoak and Syerston.Owning and operating 
an ,1 ircraft as a PPL, Chris tugged ior the 
Oorset/Wilts GC and i lew for the Girls Venture 
Corps. One of liie's net contributors, he gave 
iar m ore to gliding and the .1 ir cadets than he 
took. 
Simon Boyden 
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Gliding Club 

Rather like our clients, who all have very different 
requirements. Which is probably why they appreciate 
our policy of personal service at all times! 

h•ll f)Viation Insurance I services ltd 

Phone, fax or write to: Stephen Hill 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 

Unit 1 A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5DF 

- Directory 
- Contacts 
-Automatic correspondence/e-mail l'lew) 
- Duty rota 
- Mem bership 
- Flymg accounts 
- Finance management 
- Flight book1ngs 
- Flight log 
- Flymg courses scheduling and booking 

The Ultimate Management System for Gliding Clubs 
- Hangarage 
- Trailers and club spaces management 
- Remote on-line enquiries for members 
- Extens1ve report facilities 
- Internet Integration e l GoG/iding.com 

I he rrlfi'llf19 po.m JOt Ill<' <]1Jd1ng communtty 

www.ldeaiMicrosystems.com Now Available ! 
Churchfield House, 5 The Crescent, Cheadle, Stockport, SKB IPS Prices start at £ 523AO +VAT. 

Phone 0161 428 2233 Fax~ 0161 42.8 2333 Emall: mfo ldeaiMicrosystems.com Contact us and request your free evaluation c opy. 
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BGA Badges 
No Pilot Club Date 

DIAMOND BADGE 
577 
578 
579 
580 
581 
582 
583 
584 
585 
586 
587 
588 
589 
590 

Steve Ayres 
Keith Walton 
Nicholas Hughes 
Colin Jackson 
Michael Wells 
Anthony Miles 
Derek Abbey 
Damian le Roux 
Richard Arkle 
John Turner 
Richard Large 
James Alien 
Graham Turner 
Robert Thirkill 

Diamond distance 
1·823 Steve Ayres 
1·824 Peter Paterson 
1·825 Keith Walton 
1-826 Nicholas Hughes 
1-827 Philip Jarvis 
1-828 Col in Jackson 
1-829 Michael Wells 
1-830 Anthony Miles 
1-831 Derek Abbey 
1-832 Damian le Roux 
1-833 Philip Kirk 
1-834 Mark Parker 
1-835 Andy Sanderson 
1-836 Chris Bailey 
1-837 Bob Hitchin 
1-838 Diana King 
1-839 John Turner 
1-840 Roderic Hamillon 
1-841 Richard Large 
1-842 Ashley Birkbeck 
1-843 James Alien 
1-844 Graham Turner 
1-845 RobM Thirkill 

Diamond goal 

Keevil 10/6/00 
Portsmouth Naval 18/7/00 
Lasham 1817/00 
Booker (Le Blanc) 1817/00 
Lasham 1817100 
Lasham 1817100 
Hus Bos (Chauvigny) 1717100 
Southdown 18/7/00 
Deeside 3/6/00 
Beaker 11 18/00 
Soaring Centre 1717100 
Black Mountains 2018100 
VoWGC (Minden) 21 16100 
Lasham 3/9100 

Keev11 
Lash am 

10/6/00 
21 17100 

Ponsmouth Naval 1817100 
Lasham 18/7100 
Backer (Le Blanc) 1717100 
Booker (Le Blanc) 1817/00 
Lasham 18/7100 
Lasham 1817/00 
Hus Bos (Chauvigny) 1717/00 
Southdown 1817100 
Southdown 2017100 
Cotswold 2017!00 
Essex & Suffolk 11 /8/00 
Essex & Suffolk 1118/00 
Bath, Wilts. .. 2017!00 
Stratford 20/8/00 
Backer 11 /8/00 
Backer 11 /8/00 
Soaring Centre 17/7/00 
Backer 11 18100 
Black Mountains 2018100 
VoWGC (Minden) 21 /6/00 
Lasham 319100 

2·2728 Gary Coppin Lasham 1817100 
2-2729 James Mousely Bidford 2017100 
2-2730 Phi lip Morrison Devon & Somerset 2716/00 
2-273 t Tony Head Bicester t 817100 
2-2732 Antony Hooper South Wales 1817/00 
2-2733 Derek Coppln Lasham 1817100 
2-2734 Alan Redington Cornish (Ocana) 9/7!00 
2-2735 Martin Parsons Vectis (Ocana) 917100 
2-2736 Donald Connolly Devon & Somerset 2017100 
2-2737 Brenda Pridal Lasham 11 /8100 
2-2738 Bryan Smith Essex & Suffolk 11 18/00 
2-2739 Richard Arkle Deeside 1018100 
2-2740 Michael Jenks Bath , Wilts ... 1917100 
2-2741 Ed Foxon Lasham 2017/00 
2-2742 Barbara Fairclough Devon & Somerset 1917/00 
2-2743 Bob Hitchin Bath . Wilts.. . 2017/00 
2-2744 Fran Knowles Four Counties 2018/00 
2-2745 John Bugbee Devon & Somerset 2318/00 
2-2746 Adam Clarke Bicester 21 /7/00 
2-2747 Garden Bowes Trent Valley 20/8/00 
2-2748 John Lewis Midland 20!8100 
2-2749 David Will iamson Black Mntns (Minden) 2817100 
2-2750 John Leonard Vectis 2317100 
2-2751 Mark Erlund Trent Valley 20/8/00 
2 -2752 Phi lip Hayward Norfolk t 6/8/00 
2-2753 Croft Brown Bowland Forest 1 t /8/00 
2-2754 John Strzebrakowski Welland 3017100 
2-2755 Maloolm W~nter Yorkshire 2017100 
2-2756 Peter Tuppen Vectis 30/8/00 
2-2757 Stephen Breaker Lasham 3017/00 
2-2758 Michael Pellican Aquila 3/9/00 
2-2759 Greville Earle Black Mountains 2918100 
2 -2760 Justin Warwick Surrey & Hants 2017100 
2-2761 Jonathan Huband Vale of White Horse 3/9/00 
2-2762 Peter Brown Bicester 2018100 
2-2763 Geolf Chaplin Lasham (Minden) 2116100 
2-2764 Andrew James South Wales 20/8/00 

2127 
2128 
2129 
2130 
2131 
2132 
2133 
2134 
2135 
2136 
2137 
2138 

GOLD BADGE 
Philip Morrison 
Kenneth Marsden 
Antony Hooper 
Mike Garwood 
Kim Tipple 
Richard Arkle 
Tlm Davies 
Fran Knowles 
John Bugbee 
Adam Clarke 
David WHHamson 
Roger Bowker 

Devon & Somerset 2716/00 
Wyvern (Sanra Cilia) 2417100 
South Wales 18/7/00 
Lasham 2117100 
Lasham 2117/00 
Deeside 316100 
Cranwell 1218/00 
Four Counties 2018/00 
Devon & Somerset 23/8/00 
Bicester 21 /7/00 
Black Mntns (Minden) 2817!00 
Heron 20/8/00 

December 2000 - January 2001 

2139 
2140 
2141 
2142 
2143 
2144 
2145 
2146 
2147 

GOLD BADGE (CONTINUED) 

Nei l lrving Scollish GC 
John Strzebrakowski Welland 
Malcolm Winter Yorkshire 
Stephen Breaker Lasham 
Greville Earle Black Mountains 
Frederick Tucker Soulhdown 
Jonathan Huband Vale of White Horse 
Peter Brown Bicester 
Geoff Chaplin Lasham 

22/8/00 
3017100 
2017100 
3017100 
29/8/00 
23/8/00 

3/9/00 
2018!00 
21 /6100 

Gold height 
Kim Tipple 
Kenneth Marsden 
George Knight 

Lasham 6111/99 
Wyvern (Santa Cilia) 2417100 
Cambridge 2718100 

Gold distance 
Peter Belch er Cambridge 10/6100 
Gary Coppin Lasham 1817/00 
James Mousely Bidlord 2017100 
Ralph Bowslield Cotswold 1717/00 
Philip Morrison Devon & Somerset 27/6/00 
Tony Head Bicester 1817/00 
Antony Hooper South Wales 18/7/00 
Mike Garwood Lasham 21/7/00 
Derek Coppin Lasham 1817/00 
Kim Tipple Lasham 6/11 /99 
Alan Reding ton Cornish (Ocana) 917100 
Martin Parsons Vectis (Ocana) 917100 
Bryan Smith Essex & Suffolk 1118100 
Richard Arkle Deeside 3/6/00 
Michael Jenks Bath, Wilts.. . 19/7/00 
Ed Foxon Lasham 20/7/00 
Barbara Fairclough Devon & Somerset 1917/00 
Bob Hitchin Bath. Wilts... 2017100 
Tim. Davies Cranwell 1218/00 
Fran Knowles Four Counties 20/8/00 
Raymond Brecknock London 22/8/00 
John Bugbee Devon & Somerset 23/8/00 
Adam Clarke Bicester 21 17/00 
Garden Bowes Trent Valley 2018100 
John Lewis Midland 20/8/00 
David Williamson Black Mntns (Minden}2817!00 
Roger Bowker Heron 2018100 
John Leonard Vectis 2317100 
Mark Erlund Trent Valley 2018/00 
Philip Hayward Norfolk 16/8/00 
Neil lrving Scottish GC 2218/00 
Croft Brown Bowland Forest 11/8/00 
John Slrzebrakowsk' Welland 30/7/00 
Malcolm Winter Yorkshire 2017100 
Peter Tuppen Vectis 3018100 
Stephen Breaker Lasham 3017/00 
Michael Pettican Aquila 3/9/00 
Greville Earle Black Mountains 29/8/00 
Frederick Tucker Soulhdown 2.3/8/00 
Justin Warwick Surrey & Hanls 2017/00 
Jeffery Heard Staffordshire 21 17/00 
Jonathan Huband Vale of White Horse 3/9/00 
Bryan Searle Aquila (Tocumwa~ 812100 
Peter Brown Bicester 20/8100 
Brian Pearson Staffordshire 2017100 
Geoff Chaplin Lasham (Minden) 21 16/00 
Andrew James South Wales 2018100 

SILVER BADGE 

10762 Richard Hadlow Bath, Wills ... 
10763 Sandra Gillmeister Two Rivers 
10764 Barry Furness Norfolk 
10765 David Walker Bannerdown 
10766 Guy Hall Scottish GC 
10767 Barry Alderslade Lasham 
10768 Stephen Philhps London 
1 0769 Richard Mitchell Buckminsler 
10770 George Green Essex & Suffolk 
1 0771 David Gould Shenington 
I 0772 Christopher Melsom Lasham 
10773 Adam Gilmore Soaring Centre 
10774 Bryn Floyd Stratford on Avon 
10775 Michael Petlican Aquila 
1 0776 Anna Maxey Southdown 
1 0777 John Dad son Cambridge 
10778 David Champion Southdown 
10779 Mark Davis London 
10780 Lis a Wong Bicester 
10781 M1chael Love Aquila 
10782 Tlm Charlesworth Lasham 
10783 Dean Penney 
1 0784 R1chard Verrall 
1 0785 Andrew Quick 
10786 Michael Derwenl 
10787 Anlhony Jennings 

Cornish 
Lash am 
Heron 
Cranwell 
Cambridge 

2017100 
21 /7/00 
20/7100 
19/7/00 
1517/00 
19/7/00 
19/7/00 
3017100 
1917100 
18/7/00 
1617100 
11/1/00 
1117100 
9/9/99 

1917100 
1917/00 
19/7100 
3017100 

5!8/00 
2017100 
2017100 
2017100 

518100 
12/8/00 
12/8/00 
2817100 

SILVER BADGE 

10788 Stephen Harris 
1 0789 Jane Jervis 
1 0790 Michael Thompson 
1 0791 Christopher Jones 
1 0792 Brian lrwin 
10793 Tlm Freegarde 
10794 Andrew Crank 
10795 Phillip Collier 
10796 Sean Parramore 
10797 James Hiley 
1 0798 Peter Hull 
10799 Simon Castleman 
1 0800 Waiter Baumann 
10801 Trevor Mills 
10802 Paul Taverner 
10803 Colin Martin-Pill 
1 0804 Anthony Richards 
10805 David Wilson 
10806 Trevor Bainbridge 
10807 Erdinch Ustenler 
10808 Geoffrey Reeves 
10809 Shirley Barker 
10810 Chns. Pennilold 
1 0811 John Fryer 
1 0812 Brian Martin 
108 13 David Williamson 
1 0814 Ahmet Salahi 
10815 Richard Carter 
10816 Barry Larby 
1 0817 David Readlearn 
10818 Ross Clillon 
10819 William Prophet 
1 0820 Bruce Hudson 
1 0821 John Melvin 
1 0822 Greg Rice 
1 0823 Stephen Stanwix 
10824 Richard Cook 
10825 Alan Green 
10826 Michael Hazzard 
1 0827 David Voigts 
1 0828 Stephen Butler 
t 0829 David Bradley 
10830 Derek Fawcett 
1 0831 Gary Bust in 
10832 Andrew Bates 
I 0833 Michael Wall 
10834 Alun Jenkins 
1 0835 Mike Small 
10836 Simon Grant 
10837 Anthony Hoskins 
I 0838 Julian Miller 
1 0839 David Slocombe 

Essex & Suffolk 
Shenington 
Shenington 
Shalbourne 
Ulster 
Bicester 
Welland 
Stratford 
Backer 
Soaring Centre 
Culdrose 
Soaring Centre 
Stalfordshire 
London 
Norfolk 
Ratt lesden 
Heron 
Newark & Netts 
Shenington 
Bicester 
East Sussex 
Kent 
Portsmouth Naval 
Welds 
North Devon 
Black Mountains 
Crusaders 
Cotswold 
Lash am 
Newark & Nails 
Kent 
Lasham 
Wyvem 
London 
Backer 
Dorset 
London 
Booker 
Portsmouth Naval 
Bicester 
Denbigh 
Yorkshire 
Lash am 
Buckminster 
Scottish GC 
Bidford 
Booker 
Bannerdown 
Trent Valley 
Cotswold 
Backer 
Bum 

11 /8/00 
11 /8100 
15/8/00 
11 18/00 
12./8100 
5/8/00 
51 00 

2117100 
10/6/00 
11 /8/00 
20/8/00 
11 /8/00 
2018/00 
19/8/00 
11 /8/00 
16/8/00 
20/8/00 
11/8100 
20/8/00 
3017/00 
27/8/00 
21 /8/00 
21/8/00 

717!00 
1/8/00 

2817100 
2617100 
23/8100 
2017100 
3018100 
2018/00 

4/9/00 
30/8/00 
28/"800 

30/8/00 
3/9/00 

17/7/00 
30/8/ 00 

6/9/00 
2 117/00 

319100 
819100 

1118/00 
319!00 
3/9/00 

22.18100 
3017!00 
29/8/00 
23!8100 
2218!00 
15/8/00 
2018/00 

UK CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 

Pis 1 &2 Ed Foxon 
PI 1 Robert Holroyd 
Pt I Jeremy Pook 
PI 1 Anna Maxey 
PI 1 Colin Neil 
PI 1 Mary Hazlewood 
PI 1 Robert Leacroll 
Pt 1 Robert Boughen 
Pt 1 James Ewence 
Pt 1 Tim Freegarde 
Pt 1 Stan Kochanowski 
Pt 2 Jonathan Holmefjord 
Pt 2 Phil Tiller 
Pt 1 Michael Love 
Pts 1 &2 Andrew Preston 
Pt 1 David Bieniasz 
PI 1 Trevor Bainbridge 
Pt 1 John Fryer 
PI 1 Melvyn Chapman 
PI 1 James Slater 
PIS 1 &2 Brian Darton 
PI 1 Ahmet Salahi 
PI 1 Richard Carter 
Pts 1 &2 Jim White 
Pt t Roger Lennard 
PI 1 Robert Tallow 
PI 1 Emma Norris 
PI 2 Trevor Bainbndge 
PI 1 Paul Browne 
PI 1 Alan Green 
Pt 1 Timothy Stanley 
PI 2 Jus tin War.vick 
Pt 1 Robert lngham 
PI 1 Andrew Turk 
Pis 1 &2 Jonathan Huband 
Pis 1 &2 A lex Marshal! 
PI 1 Andrew Smith 

Lasham 1717100 
Welds 27/6/00 
Buckm1nster 171700 
Southdown 21/7/00 
Essex & Suffolk 19/7/00 
Lasham 3017100 
Soaring Centre 2017100 
Burn 3017100 
Aquila 5/8/00 
Bicesler 5/8/00 
Burn 3017100 
Cambridge 30/7/00 
Soaring Centre 27/7/00 
Aquila 3017/00 
Aquila 17/7100 
Trent Valley 12./8/00 
Shenington 21 /7100 
Welds 717/00 
Stalfordshire 21 /7100 
London 29/8/00 
Essex & Suffolk 11 /8/00 
Crusaders 30{7/00 
Cotswold 11 /8/00 
Backer 11 /8100 
London 3018100 
Newark & Netts 12/8100 
Bowland Forest 15/8/00 
Shenington 3018100 
Cambridge Uni 419!00 
Boo ker 2218/00 
Yorkshire 27/8/00 
Surrey & Hants 18/7/00 
Bowland Forest 15/8/00 
Trent Valley 1218100 
V of White Horse 3/9/00 
Backer 2117100 
Norfolk 18/8100 

AEROBATICS 
John Gilbert 1nl Unknown 1019/00 

59 



Safety 
------------------~ 

Flashes don't show up well in 
Trials to check whether red 
markings make gliders easier 
to see produced a surprising 
result. S&G reports 

TO DISCOVER whether reel noses and 
fl ashes on the wings make gliders easier to 
see in the air, conspicuity trials have been 
e<Jrried out Jt the RAFGSA Centre, Bicester, 
under the supervision of Dr Tony Heau, 
Human FJctors Group, College of 
Aeron<Jutics, Cranfield University, supported 
by the BGA. The trials could not have been 
completed without the help of Tcd Norman 
(Manager RAFGSA Centre), Peter Strattcn 
(BGA safety officer), Barry Elliot and LornJ 
Hutchings, Jll of whom donated their time 
to enable the completion of the trials. 

Aim 
Many owners h;w e plJced Day-Gio ancl 
other co loured patches on their gliders in 
the belief that conspicuity is enhanced. 
However, no evidence hus been presented 
to support the use of such 'conspicuity 
aids' . The aim o f the trials was to objectively 
eva luate the usefulness of Day-Gio patches 
as conspicuity aids to gliders. 

Two Grob 109 motor-gliders (MGs) were 
used for the trials. They were predominantly 
white, and effectively identical, the only 
difference being the addition of Day-Gio 
stripes at.lded to the leading edges of the 
wings of one MG (see photogr·aphs). Each 
carried a pi lot and observer. Both crews had 
considerable gliding and power experience. 

In the first tri,l l, crews were briefed to fl y 
aw<Jy from a centr,1l point at 2,300ft AGL 
and 70kt ground speed (as indicated by 
GPS). Each crew wer·e given headings to ily 
for both outward and inward tracks. Runs 
were divided into blocks of six with both 
MGs beginning their runs at the same time, 

60 

Despite fluorescent flashes on Grab G- 109"s wings. test pilots were unable to see the motorgltder on some runs 

co-ordinated by a r<Jdio ca ll. 
For the first six runs, one MG flew in 

on J trJck of 2250 for all six runs, while 
the other fl ew a random (and therefore 
unpredictable) track of 0450, 1350 and 
3150. This produced a pattern of the 'other' 
M G app aring from either left, 

'There is evidence that 
breaking up the outline of an 

aircraft by painting it 
or adding stripes may 

make it more difficult to detect' 

ri ght or head on, with the direction being 
predictable for one MG but not for the other. 
Following six runs, the M G roles were 
reversed ;:,nd another six runs completed. 
Runs were commenced at 4nm from 
the central point. 

Th secondtriJI, on J s parate day, was 
precisely the same as tri al one, wi th the 
exception that the crew s swapped ai rcraft 

so that the 'other' crew wJs now seJrching 
for the M G w ith the Day-Gio patches 
and vice versa. Thus the tri<J I was ful ly 
randomiscd. VVhen crews sighted the o ther 
MG, they called "Mark" on the radio and 
not cl their distance from the central point 
as indicated bv GPS. O nce both MGs had 
been sighted o'r the minimum sJfety distance 
o f 0.2nm was reached, crews reversed 
track Jnd began the next run . 

Results 
The mea n detection distance for all trials 
was 2 .54nm, wi th ranges from zero (i .e. 
undetected) to 5.1 nm. The M G with 
Day-Gio patches was det·ected Jl a mean 
distance of 2.59nm Jnd the MG without 
patches wJs detected at J distJnce of 
2.51 nm. The difference, though, was no t 
statistica lly significant. 

When an M G was on a predi ctJble 
(i .e. known to the other crew who were 
seJrching for it) inbouncl track, allowing the 
crew of the other M G to seJrch in only one 
direction, then the t<~ rget MG wJs detected 
at a range of 2 .64nm. When the path of the 
ra rget M G wJs not predict<Jble, it was 
detected at a rJnge of 2.47nm. The differ­
ence was not statistically signifi ant. 

When the target MG was converging 
from the left the me;:, n dele tion distance 
was 3.03 nm, from the right 2.56nm and 
from head on 2.07nm. The one run when 
the crew of one MG failed to detect the 
other at J ll w<Js from a head-on approach. 

The mean detection distance for Jll trials 
was 2.54nm which, J t a ground speed of 
70kts for e;:rch ai rcraft represents J head-on 
closing speed of 140kts <Jncl <:1 ti me to colli­
sion of 1 min -s conds. Discounting the run 
when the motorglicler (incidentally w ith 
Day-Gio) was not detected at ;:rll, there was 
one other run where the motor glider (vvith 
Day-Gio) was detected at 0.83 nm, and 
another when the motorglider (without 
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sight test 
Day-Gio) wJs derected at 0.98nm. Time to 
col lision in these two cases would be only 
21 seconds and 25 seconds respectively if 
the aircraft Jre converging head-on. The 
danger of failing to maintain a very good 
lookout for only 30 seconds is obv ious. 

There is ev idence that breJking up the 
outline of an ai rcraft by painting it in 
ddierent colours or by add ing st ripes etc. 
mJy make it more difficult ro detect. The 
reJson for this is that by breaking up the 
out line, one effective ly camouflages the 
outline of the aircraft. 

Thus there is good reason to preserve the 
clean outline of an aircr<:Jft by keeping it in 
one colou r. Again , previous resea rch has 
indicated that the best co lour for 
conspicuity (aga inst sky) is black, wh ich is 
not possible for gliders due to their GRP 
construction. 

In conclusion, the present study did 
not demonstrate any benefits of adorning 
(motor) glider~ with Day-Gio iJatches in Jn 
effort to improve conspicuity. 

While there is an obv ious need to 
evaluate other 'conspicuity Jids', the best 
advice for collis ion avoidance remains 
that pilots must keep the best possib le' 

lookout at al l times, and even then , JS 

in the present study, a tJrget may pass 
completely undetected. 

Tony Head 

You could help 
keep clubs safe 
PETE STRATTEN, vvho chJ irs the BGA 
Safety Committee, is looking for vo lunteers 
from across the U K to become BGA 
1\egional 5Jfety Ofiicers. The last mention 
in S&C attracted some exce llent c<J nclidates 
and he's hoping that a repeal will do the 
same1 You wuuld need tu be: 

• an experienced gliding instructor and 
supervisor (not necessarily stil l instructing); 

• a current glider pilot who has the ldct 
to discuss saiety issues with both individu­
al and club management constructively 
and eiiectively; 

• someone with some sp<Jre time but 
who still has a finger on gliding's pulse. 

"These posts," says Pcte, "may we ll suit 
the rnure mature person with some time on 
their hands. There are more than a few 
retired and bold glider pilots out there who 
have a we<o1lth of experience and have 
probably seen it all before". If you are 
interested but don't have the time now, 
Pete wou ld like to hea r from you with a 
view to planning for the future. Ple<1se send 
express ions of intere~t to him c/o the RGA 
oifice (see p3) or to strats.pcterca'virgin. net 

December 2000 - January 2001 

I Accident/incident summaries 
by Dave Wright 

PILOT(S) AIRCRAFT 
Rei Type BGA No Damage 

DATE 
Time Place Age Injury PI Hours 

99 NIA Minor Jul-00 lncldenl None 
Report Minor 

The tractor driver pulled out two wmch cables. One was detached and taken to a glider awai ting launch. The driver pulled 
away Wllh the other cable stil l attached and drove around the back cl the grid. The cable caught the lin cl one glider and 
rolaled il into anolher. A number cl people shouled and raised hands before 11e realised his mislake. 

100 Mosquilo B 2376 Minor 17-Jun-00 Asian Down 53 None 1981 
1415 

The pilei was making a low final approach across oil seed rape crop in !he undershool lietd. On short hnals he saw !here 
was a young girl walking along !he perimeler !rack immedialely ahead. He inslinclively closed lhe brakes and rolled 10 m1ss 
!he child. His wing lip caugh1 in lhe crop and ground looped lhe glider 1n1o !he ground. 

101 IS 29D 2057 Subslanlial 01 -Jul-00 
1505 

Milfield 62 None 347 

The experienced power and gliding p1101 had recenlly relurned la glid1ng. Afler being high on base leg he selecled lull llap 
and airbrake 10 ad1us1 his glide. However. he undereslimated the rale of descenl and found , loo lale, !hat he would not make 
the airtield. The glider landed in boggy ground in !he undershool. 

102 Duo D1scus 4252 M1nor 1 5-Jul-00 Nr Pelerslield 43 None 1982 
1620 53 None 1 00 

When lhe lifl failed during a !raining cross-counlry llighl a good size field wilh a young crop was selecled. Af!er a normal 
circuit - to a dowmvind but uphill landing to avoid power wires - a good landing was made. Unfortunately. the surface was 
very soli and conlained flints. This caused minor damage la the glider. 

I 03 ASW 1 98 44 t 0 Subslanlial 19-Jul-00 Nr Ledbury 56 None 1 83 
During a cross-country flighl !he pilei found he had la land in a hilly area cl small lie!ds. He selecled a suitable field but 
lhen, on final approach. not1ced it sloped downhill. He opened lull aubrake la land jus! inside lhe fence and carefully 
conlrolled his speed. Despile !his he sllll had la groundloop la avoid lhe lar fence. 

104 K-8 3616 Subslantial 13-May-00 Usk 50 None 550 
Aller a brief soaring ll ighllhe expenenced inslructor broughllhe K-8 In for a "short field landing". With some speed lhe 
glider was sleered 10wards !he launch pain! ralher lhan along lhe normallandtng run . 11 oversho!lhe launch poinl and 
hi! a lree on !he airfield boundary. The glider was subslanl jally damaged. 

105 K-7 3783 Minor 20-Jul-oo 
1612 

Denbigh 19 None 

Aller lhree good check llighls !he young . early solo. visiling pilei was cleared lor solo local soaring llighls. On his second flighl 
he allowed I he glider to gel loo low and so decided la make a field landing in I he undershool field. Unlonunalely !his conlained 
sheep and 1n avoiding one a lip louched. caus1ng a ground loop. 

2 

106 Aslir 2630 Minor 27-Jul-00 
1230 

Twylord 50 None 19 

During a llighllo praclise lurning poinls the pilot became loo low la relurn so chose a good field . A good landing was spoil! by 
the pilollorgelling 10 lower the wheel and the fuselage was scralched. While v1ailing for a relrieve 20 bullocks from an adjacent 
field came over and "played" w1lh lhe glider. perfora11ng bolh wings. 

107 Skylark 4 1139 Wrile all 17 -Jul-00 Bar1ord 72 None 102 
SI John 

During a soaring course I he pilollound he had la land cui. In a hilly area with limited choice he picked a lield, only la f1nd . loo 
lale, !11a1 il conlained a !all slanding crop cl wheal. Upon landing an ai rbrake dragged in the crop. slewtng lhe glider around and 
breaking !he rear fuselage. 

108 DG 100 2826 Minor 17-Jul-00 
1740 

Long Mynd 51 None 790 

The pilei made a normal approach wilh !he gear handle in !he down and locked posilion. However. il collapsed upon landing. 
Examinalion showed il had collapsed in the locked down mode causing lhe operaling lever la ove rslroke. Componenls of I he 
undercarriage penelraled !he cockpil rear bulkhead. 11 is poss1ble lhal !he gear was damaged previous ly. 

109 Zugvogel IliA 3497 Subslanlial 30-Jul -00 
1510 

Diss 48 None 84 

In fa1ling lilllhe pilei chose a suilable grass f1eld from 1 ,00011. He appears to have !lawn a cramped circuli. wilh a final turn al 
abou130011 only 100 yards oul. Al60kls. wilh lull brake and side-slip he landed on the downhill sur1ace only 100 yards shorl cl 
!he lar. barbed wire fence. The glider was groundlooped and hillhe fence sideways. 

110 SZD Junior 3541 Minor 25-Jun-00 
1537 

Portmoak 50 None 

Af!er lwo successful llighls earlier in lhe day. an experienced. bul recenlly re-soloed visiling pilei llew a normal cucu11 and 
approach but rounded oul a liltle high. Wi!h brakes exlended he lowered lhe nose causing lhe glider la bounce on !he main 
wheel lhen land in a nose down allilude, damaging !he fuselage. 

90 

11 1 PA25 Pawnee Tug Minor Jul-00 Power Incident None 2650 
This tug accident occurred during the mitlal stages of an aerotow launch. As "all out" was given the pilot increased power 
without ensuring the toe operated wheel brakes were taken off . As a result the tug nosed over onto the propeller. 

112 Sllngsby T-31 3272 Substanlial 31 -Jul-00 Tibenham 33 None 380 
25 Minor 0 

The vinlage glider was !lying a very low base leg 1n an "uncoordinated manner" when 11 appeared la slall and recover. Wilh 
only aboul 3011 remaining to make the final !urn wilnesses expecled it 10 !urn inlo wind and land on lhe a1rt1eld. lnslead il 
1urned downwind and impacted heavily in a field. PI turned lhis way la avoid a barbed wire fence. 

113 S!d Libelle 1519 Subslanlial 01 -Aug-00 
1800 

Near Ripley 61 None 

During a competilion !lighllhe pilol had la make a field landing. He chose a good grass field in which anolher glider had also 
landed. While !here were no fences or obslruclions he noled a rougher. darker area a11he upwind end. Aller a normal !ouch· 
down !he gl1der ran lnlo the rough area and hillhe remains cl a stone wall . breaking lhe fuselage. 

750 

11 4 K-8 2912 Subslanlial 29-Jul-00 Bowland 46 None 38 
1820 Fares! 

This was lhe pilei's third flight ollhe aflernoon. Aller a normal circuli and approach lhe glider appears la have bounced back 
inlo lhe air. possibly due la excess speed and/or a bump. In a nose up allilude lhe pilei is lhoughllo have closed lhe b<akes 
and pushed !he slick forward. The glider heavily impacled the ground nose lirsl . 
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The Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
-- Nympsfield --

Winter Metnbership Available 
Ridge and Wave Camps Welcome 

PRE SOLO TRAINING 
2 AEROTOW TUGS AVAILABLE • 1 SUP A CAT WL~CH 2 DRUMS 

FIXED PRICE TO SOLO - £500.00 

• 
High guara11leed wiucb launch rate 
Quail()' air tltne for insln1ctio11 - Not j11st a few minutes flight time! 
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Soaring flights • Ridge oaring lligbts from our spectacular site • Bronze and cross country 
endorsement • Uruque superb site that allows 'OO to soar or ridge soar all )ear round. 
No charge for some of our accommodation for courses 
CLUB FLEET - Kal3's DG505 Ka8's GROB 102 ASW 19 
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THE BRISTOL AND GLOUCESTERSHIRE GLIDING CLLIB 
:\ymJlSiield, ~r Stonehousc. Gloucestershire Gl.l 0 .HX 
Tcl: 0 J.l'l3 8603·i2 • Fax 0 I <i'H 860060 
Web: ww\v.hggc.demon.co.ul\ • E-mail: secrctaf)·®bggc.demon.co.ul• 

Trying to Learn to Glide? 
Bad Year in 2000? Not Enough Launches? 

Then Beat The Weather at 

The Friendly Gliding Club 
Another Successful Year 
Over 10,000 launches ! 

How we did it 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

Good Honest Value for Money 

Intensive courses with guaranteed numbers of 
launches and 2:1 instructor ratios 

More Club flying 7 days a week 

Winch, Aerotow and Motorglider available 

More Clubs coming to take advantage of excellent 
soaring conditions 

We plan to make next year even better: 

Shenington Airfield, Oxfordshire. OX15 6NY 
Tel 01295 680008. E-mail gliding.club@virgin.net 

I 

A GLIDINGAT 
PORT M OAK? 

Jmt 2 miks from the 
airfield this cosy f.1 mily 

THE LOMOND 

CouNTRY INN 

ru n hotel ofler< 
f-IN E FOOD and 

IUALALE 
at rL':ISO!l:lblt' prieD. All roo m; are e11 lll ite 

I)INNEil.. UED ,1nd llll...EAKf-AST 
fl·om ..[45 .011 per r~rso n per night 

I AA 2 STAR I :':;;_:~ 
. ROSETTE . '•o'T-, ,-• 

Kl 'NESS\VOOD LIY LOt:l·l LEVEl' 
I'EltTHSlllllE KYU 'JHN 

T ELEPHONE 0 15'12 H·HI25.1 FACSIM JL[. <l 15Y2 K4111>'J.1 
EnJail: LQJJiondcouurryin ••(f(.,ol.coJn 

RENSCHLER 

The Solario is the simplest villio in oor range of solar~ flight 
Instruments by Renschler ot Germany. Using this solar-powered 
acous6c variomelef is like having a Villio buHI into your brain! 11 
we•!JM 38gm, measures 50 x 35 x 20mm. has twelve choices of vol­
ume and audio threshold and adjustable damping! 

•TilanJcs for sending the Solaria. If helped me to my longest XC so far-
124Km. l c.Jn>e t/llrdon the daya<;ainst some pretty rough opposition· 
so rh.,. isslldl a thing as beginner's luck! 
The sky vm qlkle billy at ltmes, • tn 6 or 7 sailplaf/25 in tt>e same ther­
,.1. lt was e~tnti'dl to keep my ej'O< out of rhe cockpit, !Jut the Solaria 
allowed me to centre the therm•ls while c!o1e/y watch•ng wheu the 
others were. Similarly. when I got very low on two occt1sions I was able 
lo totally concentrate on saving the daX while keeping potential/and· 
ing areas in wew, If I had d to rely on the cockpit vatio r would have 
undoubtedly been in a field'' Tony Richdrds. Mini Nimbus. 

Yestenioy ~ s fillllime I~ nolle 1il i1rgff IOIIIWI!I1M}Itli/y >mpmsed. 
ltwasfas/fr than thecodllitw!lllo~atnu•le lwasgeltlllglup, ~~l/!0 
cod tll.lll0 readr doio<tltbc.x}lirlor•""""'~umew ger30 mins (offa 
},.!00 lOot IN)(/> in Volndy <lll'ldoMn<) OIJI<IIy good. Laurio. 

Only £99.99 (+£2.29 plrp) 
You can pay by c1sh, cheque or most milior credit cards • or just buy o"" 
through oot se<u<e 011./ine shop! 

Top ol tile range IS the SOL 7G. a 
COITIJlolCl and efficlfrlt Variol 
altimeter with all tile lollowmg 
features tor rust [470: 
• 130 x 126 x 20mm, 250grarns 
• Programl11<lllle audio/visual var· 

iorneter reading in either fpm or 
mps 

o I'Togrammable aodio sign•/ for 
volume. ltequency and d.nnpinu 

• Programm.lble averager from 1 
10 99 lelonds 

o 1l!n!e • ll•meters. o Date and time 
o Stop watch • PC interlace 
• 100 flight memories • Birograph. 
• GPS interlace o Clear LCO readout 

For mo~ detaib of !M Rrnfchler r1nge wisit our wob lltf 
>OC.IQ'Lfld!!!!li!ligm 

Trade enquiries welcome 

Sole UK Distributors: 

FIREBIRD UK 
Turfhouse, Luppitt. Honiton, Devon, EX14 4SA 

Tell Fax: 01404 891685 e-mail: simon@firebirduk.com 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:simon@firebirduk.com
http:MotPOCWI.re
mailto:gliding.club@virgin.net
mailto:secrcta.l@b~gc.delllon.cll.lIl
www.h~c.delll()II.(l).III


Classifieds 
Please send the text of your advert, and your 
payment. to Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not 
to the editor). 

Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by the deadline 

The deadline for classifieds to be included in the 
February-March issue of S&G is January 5 
2001 after which any adverts received will be 
published in the following issue. 

Text SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

LlBELLE 201B. Good condition , wat e r i>alt;L,I , para­
chut<J, barograph, good metal Lrailer, tow out gear. 
S8GOO ono. Tel: 018%8:155 17 or 0410 2881:38 

ASW 19 good <ema.lition wi!Jl low houn;. Cum~' with 
M-~av, Dittel 720 radio , Mini T&S, complet.r' tow nul 
gear, wat ··r ballas t:, parachut:e and traile r. Only $.13 9GO 
ono (will split) T!-'1: 0!248 fl5(i8U!"> 

LlBELLE 201B. The best in the country, good panel 
inc. Speed Director & Di! Lel 720. V. Good Aluminium 
trailt•r. Tow out gear l'lc. £8000. Tcl: Bob Fox 01482 
84()127 

SCHROEDER AVIATION TRAILER. Fitted for 
Vent us but wilt suit most plastic 10m gliders, tu include 
all flu ings for glide r 5parc whc<:\ l, very good condition 
£2()00. il'likc Towle r on 01 527 40271:1 <'mail 
11UJ5P. 1 owler(ii.yirgio net 

Tips on, soars better I han a Puc:hacz1 Tips off flicks bct­
tcr than a Fox! THE NE W Ll:3AC1 www.manhyavia­
~.£.Q!JJ 

EX NIMBUS 4DT TRAILER incl fillings, gi;L" lift 
lop, AlltJy ShirPnewton base, double axle, inten1al 
dime nsions H.f)[.Sm x J.:JOSm. ~years old. S:1000 or rca­
sonltble offer. TPl: 0 lG l D808890 

K6E t~xc~llt>nt (.'.ondit.iun wiLh trail e r and rigging a.id. 
C:ofA 1 o e nd Sept 200 l. _<i,>900. Ring 01787 2J724l 

ASH-25E: The ultimate pt•rfonnan~e and no outland­
ings1 Shares available, ba.~ed at Gransde n Lodge . For 
much m o re de tail see lllJlJ:IIwww.gl_isl!c:J.QJ.I.Wl1l:J.IIW 
Ads.h l:m or phone Richard Baker on 01[)54 780780 

BERG FALKE MK3 CoL-\, BGA No. 14G:J , two seater 
I miner, (K1:1 performance) 2 axle trailer & fittings. Also 
available barograph, lrvin parachute- £2000 for quick 
sale. Tel: 01280 7022G9 

-----TOWBARS TO TRUST 
e EC Type Approved bar:;; u~ all cor manufacturers fitting points 
e Fi11ing does not affect the vehide warranty 
e Lifctimt! guarantee under the WiNer Shield of Safety 

See Yel!ow Pages for your nearest speciolisl fitter or stockist. 

WITTER TOWBARS, CHESTER CH 1 3LL 
Td: 0 124..:1 405800 • Web: w·ww.witter-lowbars.co.uk 

DISCUS B wl!h AMF trailer. First Class condition. 
One man tow-out , Std instrunwnts, plus 13ohli, DiLLcl 
radio, M-Nav, NP\v C of A included. R(;~ason for sale 
buying Disc us ll+ . S.281JOIJ ono Tel: Ol2D:J 85l!'i8ti or 
w:Jgr1ratt @hotrllili U;:wn 

Ka6e. An outstanding px;m1ple. Complete wit,h Schofield 
trailer, towout gear, TI1omas parachute and E\V baro­
graph . . Filled noschook, Garmin 55 GPS ;md radio. View 
Nymspfie ld. S7000. Cont.a(:l.lvor Lumky 01078 365000 or 
D<tvid WUkinson 01453 842:J6(i 

from I an McPhee, Australia 
BOOM MIC (450mm x 11mm with streng!IJened base) inc pre 
amp. Over 450 sold worldwrde. SA 135 (39p=SA 1) delivered to UK. 

760 Ch TRANSCEIVER 57 mm mount. over 1 ooo sold ,-,orld­
•:;ide- ask a happy UK user. Boom mtc harness & '."IOrld del SA 1270 
(approx £500) '."l'ill"i.byrongliding.com 
Fax (new) t61 2 6684 7942 ore-mail iankmcphee@btgpond.corn 

Te l t61 428 847 642 • PO Box 657, Byron Bay, NSW, 2481. Ausl. 

LSik-18, Cobra, tow out gear. 260hrs total, lOO larmch­
es. SDI-C:J, Sage, Beckcr, L"\400, parachute . No drunage, 
peli'ccl condition. Never out overnight, trailer slorPd 
insi<k. S40 500. Email: :>!J'VP@)I,>ho.rrec~ctvc.<·o.uk Td: 
01478 Sl2o:\O 

CASH FOR TRASH! $.50 tradi• in for yom old Polish 
SKfH Panu:hutt• against a brand new ,ATIASS/90 ( UK) 
parachult'. HemembPr your family, one day you may 
W:'(""'d to jump it! ""''v~w.mnnhyaviation.c~om 

DG200. LL,ham. Excellent condition. l•\tll panel, radio, 
oxygen, metal trailer, Low out gear. Coi'A March 2001. 
£15500 ono. Tel: 01428 712f>8 7 

DGIOO. t :JOO llN VPry r·ompiP! ~ outfit. Annually hard 
wax(""'d IIHar peti"ccl. Schwahl>Pllac:k gPlcoat. \Vpll inst.ru­
m e nt e d. llorgt>ll B21/ll24 electii<' vario/averager/din'c­
tor. Winter mechanical vario, AS!, Altimeter, Emlmwr 
horizon , lcom 720, Oxygen, Wat<er, Barogi'aph. R<•c<•nt 
hvin EBSO c hute. New C of A. Excellcnl aluminium 
We lls design trailer. Easy rig. Sl2 900 ovno. Ol2:Jii 
8322W or 01568 780WG 

ASTIR CS77. Gd coaL in very good condition, X Kill 
variu & averagcr. Dittel radio, tow out and rigging 
a ccessories, ~nod parachute, solid Alum. Trailer. 
Completl" outtit, ready to lly. View La..,ham. S7850 ono. 
Tel: Dave 0208 684GfJ70 evenings. 

DG 100. 1400 hrs, 760 launches, E/vario, radio, baro­
graph, tow oul, dust sheeL~. Aluminium traill'r. CofA 
Ma.v 01. £10 :'500. Tel: 02:180 614ll:.lii 

GLIDING OPPORTUNITIES IN SPAIN 
DISCUS B (winglets) with Towing-Car available for 
rental , gives you the opportunity to fly over and fly 

from any centre. 

CROSS-COUNTRY TRAINING and Familiarisation 
Flights with Nimbus 4DM 

For full information contact: condor@grn.es 

TRAILER. :J years old. Fibreglass I Aluminium lift-top. 
Suitabi<; for Him glider. Td: OIG70 iil:"J;];Jf) 

NIMBUS 3 l:luill HJ87, 1000 hours, <' XCf'llenl condition, 
wings rdinishc d Ocl 2000. 20.5 metre span, Lintl'd 
canopy, full pan{)l, new nwt.al trailPr, c.1ll tow out gear. 
superb p('rfonnaneC', no accidents or n' p~llr:i. LL.:;ll:un 
based. ~2D 000 ovno. Tel: 01420 806 ~7 or c mail: 
c·olin .. ~hc>l1Slfyir..gi.!hm:1 

LS6-b In ~xcellcnt condition and never broken, com­
plete \-\•ilh Cobra lraik'r, BPcker raclin, Cam.briclg(:' l\·1-
Nav, Ga.nni11 GPSDG, E\V, BohJi, fin-Lank, l.ail-wht'('l, 
tow-nul g<'ar. S2(iflfi0 ovno. Tel: Ol62H H2!li40 
(<•n•nings) or 0:385 2,S:.JfJ" 7 

SUPACAT WINCH most powerful version built 
with Deutz VB diesel engine, capable of launch­
ing the heaviest gliders. Refurbished, serviced, 
fitted with Y2K compliant guillotines. A robust, 
reliable launching system, ready to go now. 
View at Cambridge GC. Tel: David Hawse 
01223 264789 or howsed@aol.com 

Oly1npia 4(j!J BTN needs a good home, good con(Ji-
1ion, dry ll1t"'l.al trailer, Ba.-.;iG panel ind XKlO vario, tHl.':iE' 

and winch hooks. All mods up Ln daf(' , quick and light 
to tig. Oilers on £2500. 'JH Ol40:J 89 I 7~2 

KESTREL 19 fJuil! HJ7;i, c on1pll't e with tra il e r, 
Pcschges VP4 , llil.ld 720 Hadio, Oxygen . .S.O 7,)() .John 
Bell 0124:3 77Gil91john(ii'gbd.co.uk 

IS28B2 Complete with hasi(· instruments, prml('hules 
and do . .:;ed Aluminium trniler. ColA nntil .Jan 2001. 
$.8000. Tl'l (e ve ) 01 220 fl2:3457 

Till' ult'imate retirement present'' Set yourself free' Th 
NE\V Alpin T&D rangP of single scat and t.wo seat SLM(i's 
r.md Turho's. v."'Wlv.manhya,iation.com 

ASH 25 Half share to include US(' or '"T'" hangar. 13aSPd 
in llusbands Boswor1h. Would conside r otTers for com­
plete outfit. Excellent condition. Well ins trume ntcd. 
Contact Frank l'ozerskis. Tel: 0 18G8 46772:.1 Fax: 01858 
467137 

INfERNATIONAL SAILPLANE SERVICES 
Committed to Service 
Once again the Pound is still strong against our European neighbours, an excellent 
time to get your Sailplane in from the Continent and ready to fly as soon as spring 
arrives. 

With over 12 years of experience we are the leading suppliers of used Sailplanes in the world. 
Trouble free, with an excellent after sales service, all aircraft delivered to the UK with full C of A 
ready to go, complete with a years insurance (subject to conditions). We already have orders for collection in 
Febmary and March, we have some time left at the moment but not too much. If you cannot find what you 
want at the right price in the UK, call us now. John Bittle 01420 80222 orTerry Joint 01420 88664 

Available to view UK:LS3 A 17, ASW19B & Blanik 
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AIR EST SERIIIeES proposes his selection of gliders and motorgliders 
ONE SEATER TWO SEATER 
Ka 6e super condition and rraller . ... .. .. .. .. . .... • ...• .. ... £4,800 
Ka 6e needs eo be recovered . .... ... .. .... . .. . .. . • . .. ... . . . £:1,200 

Mar/anne without trailer . ........ •. . .. .. . .. . • .. .. .. .. . .. . £16,600 
51/ene with trailer only 1200 n ... .... .. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . .. . .. £10,400 
Kl no trailer . . ...... . ... . ... . . . .. .. . . .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .. . . .. £4,800 KBb open trailer .. . . . . .. . .... . . .... . . .. . . . . .. .. .... .. .... £2,550 
MOTORGLIDER 2 Llbe/le H 201 B 1 wltn rraller since . .. . . .. .. . . .. . . ..... . .. . . £8,000 
Janus CM no t railer ... . .. . . ...... .. . .. . . ..... .... .. . .... £44,500 2 ASW20F and PL wtch t railer since . ..... . ..... . . . . . . . . . . . .. £17,000 SF 25 K2 wheels undercarriage folding wings . ... . .. ...... . . . .. £20,500 

speed Artlr with trailer UK reg/str. ... . .. . . . . . .... . . . .•. . .. . . £9,900 
cirrus wfcn trailer . ... . .. . ... .. . .. . .. • . . ... . .. . ...... .. .... £6,700 

ASK 14 only 638 11 since new open trailer always private s/7/p . ... £11,&00 
Engine Hlrth ovemauted with JAA form one su/rable on 

Phoebus 17m with trailer verv nrce . .. . .. .... .. ... ..... . .... £8,800 ASK 14 or SF 25A ... . . ......... . .. . .. . .. . .. . ... .. . ..... £22,000 

Information and photo on request 
Don't forget AIR EST SERVICES can find, for you, in France, Germany . .. the g/iderlmotorg/ider of your dreams 

Phone oo :s:s:s 87 &:s 22 42 • Email air.est.ser~~iees®wanadoo.Fr • Fax oo 33 3 87 63 9f 48 
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Combridge Glidi. g 

High Performance Fleet 

Se11en days a week 

Winch and Aero Tow Launching 

CAA & BGA Motor Glider Courses 

Individual Pre-Solo to 
Comp Level Courses 

lub t G nsden Lo :ge 

Gransden LOllge Ailfield, Longstowe Road, Little Gransdeu, Santly, Beds, SG/9 3EB 
Call }an /I'(Jry 011 01767 677077- Fax: 01767 677616- email: office@glide.co.uk 

-?-~ 

/~~ 
Cotswold Gliders 

http ://www.cotswoldgliders. co.uk 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon, kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 

All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer rasl;l to large insurance claim. 
Kestrei/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebuilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 

Motor glider engine approval. Machining faci lities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig welding. 

If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 

Tel : Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 
Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

Mobile No. 07944 885117 
or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX8 GUN 

EAST of ENGLAND ~ 
SAILPLANES ~~ 
Richard W. Kifham 

• Restorations, Repairs & Overhauls 
• Senior Inspections 
• Competitive Insurance 

Quotations 
• C of A for all wooden & fabric 

Sailplanes 
• Trailer Servicing & Repairs 

Workshop: Market Deeping 01778 349098 
Reserve No: Market Deeping 01778 342435 

Strong Enterprises 
Emergency parachutes 
Fully tested to TSO C·23b category c 

For details contact 
the UK Agent- Mike Wool lard 
Tel : 01462·711934 
Mobile 07974·106190 
E mail: aeromikew@aol.com 

Web site: hnp://www.pilotparachutes.co.uk 

GARMIN GPS SYSTEMS 
eMap, 12XL, 12 MAP, 11 PLUS, 

Ill PLUS, Ill PILOT, ETC. 

CAMELBAK DRINK SYSTEMS 
Insulated. The best! Various sizes, from 

£22.99. 

PARAGLIDING and PARAMOTORING 
The UK's leading team - all tuition is to British 

Association syllabus. 

SKY SYSTEMS lTD 
66 Woodbourne Avenue, Brighton BN l BEJ 

Tel: (0 1273) 556695 • Fox: 01273 566330 
Email : office@skysystems.co.uk 

Online shop at: www.skysystems.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gilding 

mailto:affice@skysystems.ca.uk
http:hnp:/lwww.pilotparachutes.co.uk
mailto:aeromikel.l@aol.com
mailto:office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk
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mailto:ofJice@glide.co.lIk
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COVERS FOR SAILPLANES 
Why be afraid of dust, rain, snow or ice? Protect 
your airplane with effective covers from Sweden. 
Price example: LS4 outdoor cover for: only wings, 
cockpit and stabilizer is 5800 SEK inc. tax. 
All covers are made of white waterproof web, 120 
grm. Double tread. Underside with condensation 
net. Easy to wast1. 

For more information contact: 

Lars-Erik Blom - Fax 46504-491 69 
e.mail conlurn@tella .com 

<mai llo: confurn@tella . eo m> 

Confurn Design AB 
SWEDEN 

www.confurn.se<http://Www.conturn.se> 

,JANUS. "iew Gel ('oat. i\ew ColA Basic inslrtltnPnt s, 
7~0 radio. lintr·cl cnnopy, 4 whe<•l fibreglass trailer. All 
in V(i('. Frf'f' hangarag0 at ~heningtou if rcqn irC'd. 2800 
holll". :);,no laundws. Off0r·s nrouncl S2li000. '1'~>1 : <H2n.-, 
GSOG0;1 

PIK 200 Pll-670 With trai lPr, instruments, 7<!0 chan­
n£'1 !nlll:imi11 Pr1 parUC'hUit'. C<'t1 iJica1P of aif\\:'UI1hin(•::;s 
until 18 .Juue 2002. Salespri<'l' lt r,oo pounds 'G ·I: 
(l():jl [ ().'jf,(ifl741 

ASWHJ Good con<lit iou. Pull piuH•l plus c;rs. oxygen, 
to w-oul gear. panu:.:h ull'. 1 ra i!Pr. Suit f>arly solokrns~ 
couutry pilot . .S l -1 !l% ouo. '!'t•l: 01G2 1 8i)4S:J(I, 0124G 
256080 

DlAMANT IS Metre. (;uud condit ion. 4:1: 1 glass llhr<' 
<·overed trai ler. (;oncl bml<~s- Uo('ilc handling. 
rarachut<·, barngraph. SSOOO. TPI: (t lHSfi 7HO:.l0$J 

LS7. Beaut i ful •·nndili \111, full kil available. l'i<.•w 
Uunslahle. Sen!:iihle offer to mak(' wa.y for IH' W glider. 
TPI: Home: 0 12D(j fii:H:Il t Work: 01'1'1:! 8,14087 

LSS-18 Only 2!,{) hr><. Compl<'i<' outllt with C'ohm tmil<'r, 
paradn1te, tow ou~ kit t'tc, all in cxc·<'ll<'nl cnndit ion. 0 17' 0 
2GSQ28, 07770 ~Q:J!)Q.-, Or UJik< "SII0Spla<•('JT<'P"''IVP.f'O. IIk 

PIK 20B. Low hours, acrylic- paint fin ish (no f(el coat 
grazing). Full p<mel inc. lJorgelt BGO Flight Diret;lor, 
T&S. radio. cauw ra's, barograph a11d 'omp No. I•'a(·tory 
lr,tilcr/tnw-out g<!m·. S%00 or near olf<'r for quick sah•. 
llolroyd 0 141)2 ;l2fiGfi(i (IV) 0 148:.! (j(i.'i8(il (E) 

ASK13 in brill iant condition. Bw<ic instruments, ll<'" ' 
n uwpy, wil h trailPr. S 1(1 WO. '(('1: !)irk Ilah<•nau 004D 
172 G<Wil l ilO mobik•, ,.,.<'nings (Gt•rnwny). l l'au call you 
hack' 

ASTIR CS l !17li. Gond condi tion, hnsic p;mcl +audio 
vario, T/S, pa rachut t•. (HI<' ma n rigging and tow 0 111 

gear. Good alloy trailer. E<L'Y to lly 1st. cross count1y 
~l ith'r. Has I o be good "nlw' al S.SOOO <:mnplete out Ill. 
David 11 Smith 0 1789 266270 ernail: shirr.horsd@vir ­
gin.nct 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

Course Instructor 
May to Oct 2001 

Full Cat Rating, previous course 
instruction, tugging and SLMG an 

advantage 
Applications in writing to the 

Chief Flying Instructor 

The Scottish Gliding Centre 
Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ 

Tel: 01592 840543 
email: office@portmoak.force9.eo.uk 

December 2000 - January 200 1 

. 

T-HANGERS 
Built to any specification for all 

gliders and light ai rcraft. 
For qua lity hangers at low pri ces 

ca ll Chris. 

Tel: 01295 262424 
Fax: 01295 262422 

e-mail : 
chris.croucamp@btinternet.com. 

Cambridge Gliding Club 
require 

SEASONAL INSTRUCTOR 
for May to September 200 I 
Applicants should have BGA Full Rating. 

previo us course instr ucting exper ience and 

an interest in developing soaring and cr oss 

country flying skills. PPL & BGA RMGIR an 

advantage. 

Apply with CV to: 
JacquiWalford, 7 Po plar Close, 

Roxton, Beds MK44 3EG 

PUCHACZ Go<Jd conclit.ion, l1<t5il' p<mels and no c·hwl­
nPI radio. Sr·nsiblc modification~. C'ontacl Andy Parish 
at Tlw Soming Centre -018.'i8 fl80:)21 chui ug office huur,; 
or r mail: bndy(o'tfwsomjngr·l'l-1l!' ._, .. 1k 

ASTIR CS I!J7:'i. Superb c-ondition. wooden fnunc, 
CAV ll, plus average!\ Tit>~ radio. 'omplctc• w ith rigging 
and tow out aids, mf't·al trailer. low hours. ;;n;;oo Tf'l: 
01420 22381 

AEROMOT AMF 100 "X'Il\1ANGO" !Ofl l. 2HO hrs, 
Limbach L-2000, 22G hrs. radio King Kx l ii.'i, VOI l<ing J(j 
208, Squawk Kin A KT 7GA, prop<'IIN 1 loffmann llOVAR. 
Very ~ood condit ion. ra.,: +:l:l :)80 :):)li l G8 l~mHil: !.: 
n CJiaqcl iCi•:aol <·ou1. Mobil<' +:!:J GS~ l SSlrJ(i 

ASW20F Bxc<'ll<'nt condi t ion. Compl<'t.ely rellnished 
(as i'<'atun•d in S&G Dc•c-/,Jan 9[1 issue). Full instruments 
incl florgt'lt & no radio. Mt•ta[ trai ler . .>1G000 Oi l<). 

Contal'l Tonv Edlin on TC'IIF''L" 0138li &100S4 P.ruail 
; r hedd0'an:n" ·!,O.frPPSPn'f'.<·o.u.l;. or TPI Cliris Hobprts 
012 1 GRG2S4R 

July 21st to July 28th 
2001 

at 

DEVON AND SOMERSET 
GLIDIItNG CLUB 

North Hill, Honiton, Devon 

Wood & Glass Gliders Welcome 
Brochure and entry form available from: 

Competition Secretary 
28 Salisbury Road, Exmouth, Devon EX8 1SL 

Tel : 01395 274186 

CGC Winter Lectures 2000/2001 
V~nue; Cambridge GC Clubhuuse.l;ranSdcn l.udgo AIF 

Time: Friday cvl.!nings at 8pm. lhtr OP l'll!-1 7.JOrml 
I>etails: W\\ w.glide.co.uk 

ls t Der .lanjlli'S Nod ~'fountain n,\1ing 
Tht.:: n.:nowncd !pine i·nstrurtor "peaks (J\ Iso given at 
Dunsllthkl 

Kth Oec Mike Bird Sixty minutes wa'tl.:l with Platypus 
As titk. Rook !-.ales and sign ing aflerward~. 

12th .Jan Dal'id '/(•\\' Kcerrrunch 
Alli.tcsthctist & pilot l!xplain'i v\'hat to do for the. pilot 
'tr:Ji~l ll after Ll ~crious i1Ccid~1l. 

26th .!an Richard Walker c·1 al. The Eden Snaring 
Sndel\' 
Taks ~ I' Counhridgc ' niv(·rsity Gliding Club bungy 
cxpl'di tions around the K. 

9th Feb Wi11g Cdr IJ!ulli.1 AutoJ,:irns 
Author d<..:s(Ti bcs tllc dc"ign and flying or autO!!irns. 

23rd Fcb .lack llarriw11 Weather on I he Net 
The.:.: applicarion of weather sourt·l.!~ on the net to gliding. 

J.ucall:d 10 mil~s SW uf Cambridge, nO' the UI0-&6, midw:i)' 
h~IWL'Cn Lill l~ (inmsdcn a nd l.nng:-.luwe .. Tel: 0 1767 677077. 

GLIDERS SPECIAL 
FOR THE WAVE SEASON 

7 NIGHTS BED and BREAKFAST 
from £105p_p 

The l .och KJno rd Hotel *** 
(fi.mn~rly Profcits llotel) in Royal Dn ·side 

Only 1. ~ milt-s from the 
DEESIDE GI.IDING CLUB 

Oflt:ring comfvrtabk accommodation. good fuod . 
Real Aks anti a tint· sek<.:tion of .\·talt W h isky liJ 

enjoy beside real log flrl's.(Daily rates available) 

Telephone 013398 85229 for reservftliOIIS 
'lvww.lochkinord.com 
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SL MG Dimona Mk I! buil t 1987, G50 hrs TISN , 
Limbach ;WOO t•nginE•, HolTmann l'ar.pitch prop, full 
instruments indu!IP T&ll, el.horizon,VHF t·om/nav 
Becker, XPDR (NC) Becker, OM 85000 ono LSG KoPln­
Nichl c. V phone 0040 221 743400 (Tlwlen), or ,~mail 
vhachncl@um-gruppe.dP 

IS 29 Mt>tal Sing!<' Sc•ater. lndurling full instrumt•nla-
1 ion, CofA, recPnt complete respray, trail er & para­
chute. l:luil t 197;3, only nown 500 hrs. No Sl'nsihl<~ o tTer 
reJu ·ed. Tel : Oi f>;Jii 4R55f>2 (0) 01858 408820 

Mosquit o B 40: I t1appcd. Disc-us style self-connecting 
controls. Excell(•nl shorlfi ·Id landing performance. 
Ex ·client water s.vstem. Excellent Komet slytt• traill'r. 
Stet Panel, T&S, 720 Channel Radio. Tow out gear. 
Oflhs over S 12 ')00. A lot of gl idPr ror your money. 
Vipw Lasham or Shenington Call C'hris 0127(; 85273<! 
wrk Ol:J.l4 ~~H277 Homp Chris.Kidd<i!'jwp.com 

Termikas USA, is offering recondit ioned/used L-13 
Blaniks completely overhauled, excellent condition. 
good as new, and mint' Completely restored ! These 
gliders have between 400 and 1100 hrs TTSN. 
Completely reworked inside and out. Plus many other 
options included at a very reasonable price. All Let! 
factory bulletins completed. Includes all instruments plus 
T&B (front & back) and attitude indicators also (front & 
back). Aluminium (fully enclosed) trailers available. 
E-mail: TERMIKASUSA@AOL.COM, 904.269.5861/USA 
(Shavm). Please call or e-mail about these great flying 
sailplanes at a superb price and inquiry about our "Club 
Discount Program". 

THE 
PERPETRATOR 

by David Millett 

If you like gliding - Read 
"The Pe rpe tra tor''. I f 

you'd like the experience 
of a nig h t raid in a 
Lanc aster - R ead "The 

Perp e trator". If you like a good dectective 
sto ry - Read "The Perpetrator". If you want 

a present for Christmas - Get "The 
Perpetrator". £14 incl. p&p from David 
Millett, 27 Scotforth Road, Lancaster 
LA1 4TS. Tei/Fax 01524 35136 

(0;, d~ 
Aviation ltd~ 

1 Questen Mews, Copthorne Road, Crawley, West Sussex, 
England, RH tO 3PA 

Tel: +44 (0) 1293 888185 • Fax/Phone: +44 (0) 1293 881764 

* Having t rouble with your releases? * 
* Want to change your own springs? * 
* Need a more cost effective re lease? * 
"NOW YOU HAVE A CHOICE" 
Change to the new CW "Ottfur" release 
* Now in service after t\vo years of exte-nsive successful testing in 

club tv.,o seaters 
* Tested to JAR22 
* BGA Approved 
* Manulactured and supported in the UK 
* Development of the original well tried and patented ' Ottfur-

release 
* Compatible with -rost" rings 
* Compatible with most modern glider release mountings 
* In service continuation by "on condition· inspection 
* Supplied with seNice manual and test repon 
* Recondilion exchange service available 
* Spring kits with instructions 
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See us on the web: 
www.cairaviation.co.uk 

REQUIRED for the Year 2001 and beyond at 
Nympsfield; Enthusiastic, well motivated, 

FULL "cat" INSTRUCTOR 
Mid-week (Monday to Friday) Mid March to 

Mid October 2001 
To run courses and supervise all flying 

ASSISTANT INSTRUCTOR also required 
Mid week May-August shorter-term contracts would 
be considered to assist with ab initio courses and to 

carry out general club instruction. Club house accom-
modation available if required. Salary negotiable. 

Please apply in writing to: 
The Club Chairman, 

Bristol and Gloucestershire Gliding Club, 
Nympsfield Airfield, Nr. Stonehouse, Glos. GL1 0 3TX 

Or: secretary@bggcdemon.co.uk 

SITUATIONS VACANT 

WANT ED COURSE I NSTRUCTOR for 2001 
Season (March/April-Sept, possibly longer). Full ·at 
preferable, tug pilot & SLMG an advamag,:. Apply !'or 
details to The Chaimmn, Sheningtun Gliding Club or 
email gl iding-cluh@virgin.twt 

INSTRUCTOR WANT ED for the 2001 tieason in 
Spain. Mostly soaring instn•r·ting and sill' checks so 
must be goorl soaring pilot. Contact Elai.ne Townsenct 
at. the Europe.m Soaring ' lub Tel O:l08 444 6457 !':mail 
BGSprcckley@'cotnpuserve.<·on• 

T UG PILOT WANTED for thr 2001 season in Spain. 
Preferably !(lider pilot with pre1~ous lOwing experi­
enn·. Contact [,;lainc Townsenrl al the European 
Soaring Club Tel 0208 444 l>'l .i7 Email 
llGSprecl<IPy@l'OnlPUSE'IV('.COill 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Our location on the border of the inland plains and 
the Great Dividing Range produces some of Australia's 
best year round gliding. Our friendly club atmosphere 
and State Park setting will make your visit memorable. 

Jim Stanley Phone +61 267697514 Fax +61 267697640 
E·mail keepitsoaring@bigpond.com 

www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring 

ASW 17 fo r sale. W ell equipped 20 metre 
flapped g lider. A delight to fly 48:1 glide angle. Air 
b rake double paddle conversion for easy land ­
ings (approaches like a K21 ), tail wheel, oxygen , 
a/h, 720 radio, two man easy rig k it - no lifting' 
Tow out gear. Sound trai ler. £12 000. Fantastic 
performance for the mo ney. Tel 01630 656998 o r 
mobile 07831-55340 1. 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
Telephone/tax/write to : 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 908 

Tel: 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 
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RD AVIATION 
Tel: 01865 841441 • Fax: 01865 842495 

E-mail: sales@rdaviation.com 

32nd Issue 
This new issue of our soaring 
calendar brings you al l the 
fascination, excitement and beauty of 
soaring flight, with 13 large-format 
pictures (48x29cm) printed on high 
quality paper. The rear of each page 
has a description in English , French 
and German telling the story of each 
picture - the fl ight, the aircraft and the 
sport. This latest and improved issue 
provides a unique taste of the magic 
bound up in soaring flight. 

£15 
inc. VAT 

Post & Packing 

£2 
Quantity discount 

available 




