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Cooper sits on the Board as a BALPA (British
Airline Pitots” Association) representative but
also covers any incident involving gliders.

Incidents have been very thoroughly
investigated before they come to the Board,
which then decides the level of risk of
collision and how possible changes in
procedures or operations may reduce such
incidents in future.

Airspace changes :
When the BGA ASC hears of proposals

- officially or otherwise — it contacts the
proposcr to arrange a meeting and he
receives the excellent BGA video on cross-
country gliding. These face-to-face meetings
between the ATC unit and Carr Withall or
Bruce Cooper are exceptionally useful.
Invariably, a compromise is achiceved,
allowing gliding to continue with little
inconvenicnce.

In some cases airspace that has been there
for historic reasons is rolled back, to the
benefit of a local club. With their extensive
personal contacts Carr and Bruce can
put clubs in touch with the appropriate
department to put their own case. The Kent
club achieved a notable success in rolling
back the London TMA. LATCC have been
particularly helpful over the last few years.

However, the bad news is that the
Government plans further development of
regional airports. These airports will be
requesting increascs to their controlled
airspace.

Class D airspace

As you are aware, pilots have to contact the
ATC unit to obtain a clearance to enter and
fly through any Class D airspace. Most glider
pilots prefer to route around this airspace, as
the workload to fly, find lift, navigate and
then talk to a controller is too daunting.

However, what the BGA nceds to know is
how many pilots have asked for clearances
to fly in Class D airspace and what was their
experience.

if glider pilots are to continue to have
access to Class D airspace it is essential they
use the current arrangements as much as
possible. Before the BGA can go to the CAA
and complain or praise a particular ATC unit
there is a need for pilots to send the BGA
ASC and the CAA a Class D form with a
very simple report of their experience. Every
club should have copies of this form.

GA pilots are having many refusals to
enter this airspace and at the moment | am
relying on Ralph | for his encounters with
Southampton.

Transponders
After a mid-air crash over India some years
ago, which een prevented if
both aircraft equipped with
transponder: iternational Civil
Aviation Orgainsauen, came out with a
demand that every flying machine through-
out the world must be fitted with a
transponder by 2002.

This appears to have been a knee-jerk

February ~ March 2002

reaction without reference to selective
applicability.

A transponder is a type of ‘radio’ cquip-
ment that sends out a signal at very high
power (200 watts at the aerial). This signal
can be picked up by radar up to 150 miles
away and the controller can ‘see’ that
particular aircraft and also read its height if it
has a Mode C transponder.

For aircraft without electrical generators
the power required for current ‘commercial’
transponders is impossible for them to
achicve. Therefore the CAA sponsored the
development of a low-power, light-weight,
battery-powered transponder with height
readout (Mode C) After several years this
20-watt transponder is about to have flight
trials early in 2002,

Most countries could not achieve the
ICAO deadline and so they ‘filed a
difference’ with [CAO and set their own
criteria for types of aircraft to be fitted and
date for compliance.

The current position in the UK is that the
date for GA is 31 March 2008 in all classes
of airspace. However, this assumes that there
will be, by then, a transponder on the
market suitable for gliders and hang-gliders,
etc. The CAA is about to start the long
consultation process on this subject and
naturally many types of GA activity are up in
arms at the very thought of this requirement
at all! One of the main arguments for
transponders is that the low flying military
aircraft will ‘see’ an aircraft and avoid it.

However this assumes that the military
aircraft is fitted with TCAS (Traffic Collision
Avoidance System). At this time, only one
type of aircraft is being fitled with such a
system and other types may never be due
to cost and technical difficultics.

Of great relevance to GA is the totally
unproven safety case, when there has only
been one military civil collision with a GA
aircraft in the last 10 years in the Open FIR.
The fact that large number of transponders in
a small area will swamp the radar system
has not been fully addressed. If their signals
will be filtered out by ATC why have them?
There are over 16,000 registered GA aircraft
in the UK. The still unknown cost is also
very relevant to some sections of sporting
aviation.

Radio 8.33khz frequency spacing
The rumour that we shall have to equip our
gliders with a new radio with 8.33khz
frequency spacing, compared with the
current 25khz, is not true.

The use of this frequency spacing to give
controllers more frequencies is already in
use in Europe above FL245 (Flight Level
24,500ft) and it will come into usc in the UK
for en-route airways and possibly the
London TMA after 31Qctober, 2002,

There are no plans for it to be used in the
lower airspace for years and no plans for its
use in the Open FIR. Gliders flying in the
upper airspace will continue to talk to
military controllers using current 720/760
channel radios with 25khz spacing.

Flight Level 195

it is the case that the Upper Airspace level
will change in the future. At present over the
UK, the Upper Information Region (Upper
airspace Class B) starts at FL245. Over
Germany it starts at FL100 and is Class C
airspace. Over Spain it is FL245 (Class G)
and in France it starts at FL660 as Class G
airspace. France also has a level of FL195
above which only IFR-equipped aircrait may
fly (Class A).

As far as UK wave sites arc concerned we
shall continue to have access to Upper
Airspace on a tactical basis as we do now.
Carr Withall is on lhe two CAA working
groups discussing both Flexibie Use of
Upper Airspace and changes to levels and
classes of airspace. These two groups are
already fully aware of the needs of gliding
and the BGA ASC’s objective is to ensure
that this important area of our sport will
continue.

European plans for the future
organisation of European airspace
This total fack of harmonised structure
within the European states, for all classes of
airspace, led the European Transport Minister
(Loyala de Palaccio) to act, in 1998. Several
bodies were formed and they have devel-
oped to become the Eurocontrol Airspace
Strategy for the 38 European states (ECAC).
Their slogan is One Sky One Day.

The strategic intent is to: “progressively
move towards a uniform airspace organisa-
tion leading to one single continuum of
airspace — One Sky - for all the ECAC
Region”. This plan will take until 2015 to
implement and of course it is intended to
enable the air traffic systenm to handle the
ever-increasing demand for airspace from all
airspace users. The plan envisages there will
three classes of airspace. N, iNtended
Traffic, K, Known Tratfic, U, Unknown Traffic
(that is, not all known).The second
two-day Eurocontrol workshop to discuss
this harmonisation was due to take place in
Brussels in January and many European
gliding organisations, including the BGA,
planned to be present. This will be followed
by a conference of Europe Airsports in
February in Paris to co-ordinate the
approach and response of all European GA
interests to the changing airspace scene.

Again, the BGA ASC will be present and
taking a leading role.

Gliding has a far far greater need for
uncontrolled airspace than most other
sections of the GA community. Therefore it is
absolutely vital that all European gliding
organisations send a clear message, at the
highest level, to their governments with facts
on the extent of gliding activity in their
countries, The BGA is fortunate to have
direct access to, and involvement with, all
sections of the CAA where it will continue to
fight for the interests of glider pilots.

The BGA cannot stop progress but it can
oppose legislation when it is clearly
unnecessary, detrimental and costly ¥
to gliding.
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