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DEVELOPMENTS IN 2002

on UK airspace

Update

Carr Withall, chairman of the
BGA Airspace Committee,
reports on the previous year
and outlines recommended
practices for glider pilots

annus horriblis. My parents died — and

the BGA was presented with massive
airspace change proposals covering a vast
area of the country, affecting many clubs,
with no consultation until the major players,
Ministry of Defence (MoD) and National Air
Traffic Services (NATS), had decided on what
they needed. See p5 of the February-March
S&G for more details.

When we were finally allowed to put our
case we were told that it was far too late to
change anything. We have been assured that
this lack of consultation will not happen in
the future,

There are plans to re-design the controlled
airspace in the South East and South West.

Bruce Cooper and | are still pursuing the
move of the P600 airway, between Aberdeen
and Glasgow, and the raising of a large area
of unused Class A airspace south of
Manchester (the Daventry CTA).

Ongoing proposals from East Midlands,
Newcastle, Bristol and Cardiff for increases
to controlied airspace are being looked at
and clubs affected by these proposals are
being informed so that they can provide
details of their airspace needs for cross-
country flying.

I am very aware that although Class D is
available with an ATC “clearance” it is far
too much hassle for 99 per cent of pilots.
Cross-country flying is a very high workload
activity for all of us and thercfore we strive
to obtain simple access agrecments with
ATC units where we regularly wish to use
controlled airspace.

On the European front the “One Sky”
project has agreed in principle that the
upper controlied airspace level will be
above FL195 throughout Europe. This will be
a reduction from FL245 in UK but a
raising for Germany. This will NOT occur
this year. There are still procedures and
discussions within the MoD and NATS.
Gliding will continue to have our wave areas
above FL195.

The next Eurocontrol plan is for controlled
airspace down as low as FL95 covering the
whole of Europe. In the UK there is total
opposition to this by all of general aviation
and the MoD. These views and a request for
a full cost-benefit analysis to justify their
case have been sent to Eurocontrol.

This &G does not therefore include the
full description of all types of airspace. See
Gliding and UK airspace (April-May 2002
p42) for full details and descriptions of

THE YEAR 2002 was without doubt my
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airspace. Nothing has changed. What is
important is that we follow recommended
practices that will assist our safety and other
users of airspace,

Code of Conduct for glider flights
through Class D airspace.

Remember you must obtain ATC “clearance”
to fly through any Clas< ™ airspace. Tell the
controller that you are  5-Metre/Standard
or Open Class glider. keep the controller
informed of any change of your planned
route, due to massive sink, for example.

Do not circle on the extended centreline
of the airfield’s runway. Be prepared to
initiate avoiding action notwithstanding your
right of way priority. You are flying VFR rules
and thercforc separation is not provided
from other aircraft.

An R/T licence is required. However,
safety and common sense take priority over
whether or not you have a licence when
unavoidably drifting into Class D airspace.

If cloudbase is so high that it is possible to
soar over the top of Lyneham or Brize
Norton zones please give them a call.

They will see you on radar and will assume
that you are in their zone and so divert their
military traffic five miles from the radar
target. They are very helpful.

Parachuting drop zone procedures
The list of parachute sites and appropriate
contact ATC frequency is on the aviation
maps as a block of information. Contact the
ATC unit and they will be able to say if the
site is active. The glider pilot can then
request the drop zone (DZ) frequency to
obtain the current activity. By talking directly
to the parachute site one may either be
allowed to cross safely, if they are having a
break, or fly around the zone if they are busy.

However, most importantly, in the event of
a nil response from the parachute site
frequency the glider should act on the
strategic information given by the ATC unit
and remain clear of the site.

YOU WILL NEVER SEE A FREE FALL
PARACHUTIST IN TIME TO TAKE AVOID-
ING ACTION. IF IN DOUBT KEEP OUT.

The major parachuting sites at Langar,
Peterborough/Sibson, Weston on the Green
and Hinton-in-the-Hedges are very busy.

Be sure to make in-flight R/T calls to
ascertain actual status of DZs on your route.
An R/T licence is NOT required.

Airspace infringements

Once again we have had a good record.
Flying on the QFE altimeter setting, which is
our normal practice, can however more
easily lead to an infringement. The airspace
committee suggests that the airfield QNH
be written down on the map before take-off.
When flying close to the base of controlled

airspace this QNH setting or 1013 as
appropriate should be set on the altimeter.

It is bad practice to add the airfield height to
the altimeter reading during flight.

Airproxes

Despite the new symbol for gliding sites on
aviation maps, an article in Today’s Pilot,
and the clear cable warning given on the
leaflet with every new map, there were
several airprox reports involving gliders, at
less than winch taunch height. Both military
and civil aircraft disregarding the symbol on
the map caused these. There were also very
many other incursions over gliding sites well
below winch k " ight.

There is a sirpc wnin to fill in and send
to the Civil Aviation Authority’s Safety
Regulation Group when this happens.

The BGA is sending out a large poster
with a piece of cable to every flying club to
highlight the need for aircraft to fly above
the cable launching height when flying very
close to a gliding site.

If considering filing an Airprox - or if you
suspect an Airprox may be filed against you
- then please contact:

Bruce Cooper — 01628 521360
bruce.cooper68¢virgin.net

or

Carr Withall - 01442 862577
carrwithall@ahappylanding.freeserve.co.uk
as soon as possible. If carrying a logger
please keep the trace. The use of traces may
well provide evidence against exaggerated
claims.

Maps

There is much useful information at the
bottom and side of the map that can greatly
assist on cross-country flights: for example,
parachute site contact frequencies, ATZ
frequencies, Danger area activity, and so on.
With ever-increasing numbers of light
aircraft and gliders flying in our congested
skies it is essential to use every bit of
airspace possible. This can only be done if
the correct frequency is immediately to hand
when you wish to inform airfields that vou
are likely to fly close to or over fly. Always
fly with the current map. New half-mil maps
available: Southern England, March 20;
Northern England, May 15; Scotland, June 12.

Finally, if you’'re lost...

Remember if vou are truly lost and you are
worried about infringing controlled airspace
call on the distress frequency 121.50.

This service can very quickly find you as
long as you are above 2,000ft and south

of Manchester.

If you missed the outline of UK airspace in April-May
2002 S&G, baek issues may be bought from the
BGA on 0116 253 1051 or at www.gliding.co.uk
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