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Your letters

was met head on by a group of six to eight
gliders. One passed dircctly over me at an
estimated 200ft. | did not see him until it
was too late to manoeuvre and | suggest he
did not see me.

On the second occasion | was flying “with
the flow” when a glider passed below me in
a steep down attitude followed by a puli-up
to nearly my altitude and directly ahcad.

[ can only guess that he took avoiding action
to prevent a collision. The problem is not
just with SAN. Gliding clubs are frequently
used as turning points or waypoints, but
why? Clearly there is greater risk of glider
collision if we take large numbers of racing
gliders into a known concentration of

glider activity — areas with inexperienced
pilots at that.

I believe that with the help of modern
GPS, data loggers and moving map displays,
coupled with the increase in the number of
contests, the time has come for the BGA
lo ban gliding sites as waypoints for contest
flying. In the particular cxampie of SAN, the
funnel effect of local military airspace is not
in the main a problem to SAN from power
pilols as they route around the gliding club.
Why can't racing gliders do the same?

Thanks to the efforts of Carr Withall, the
focal solution already exists. Since July
2001, designated clubs, including Lasham,
Nympsfield and Aston Down, have been
able to request Brize Norton to release part
of their airspace during weekends and
public holidays, so reducing the funnel
effect. A short-lived turning point in the
released airspace would solve the problem.

But the question remains, why usc any
gliding club as waypoint and turning point
in the first place? It may mean a few
more doglegs on a task but with modern
navigational aids (and loggers to police the
situation) isn't this another element to sort
the men from the boys in a contest as well
as greatly increasing safety?

Mike Leach, SWINDON
Mike Leach adds that this is g personal letter and not
from the Vale of the White Horse GC at Sandhill Farm

Wooden gliders and plates

I WOULD like to correct an inaccuracy in
the article by Derck Copeland, A Swallow
from Lasham, in the August-September issue
(p23), 1 which he stated that the “Wooden
Plate” was collected by a Nympsfield pilot
flying an SF27. 1 don't know whether this
machine mects the criterion of being a
wooden glider or not, as 1 was in fact flying
a K-6¢r (BGA 1412) which is most definitely
largely wood and fabric and does not quite
match up to the 1 version. The two flights to
Lasham and back were only my second and
third cross-country flights. As launchpoint
controller on the Sunday, I saw Derek land
in his Swallow, which created considerable
interes(, and was able to welcome him to
Nympsfield. Later | launched him with the
trophy safcly stowed aboard, behind a tug
that was off on a retricve from the Oxford
area. | hope to be back!

Fred Ballard, DOWNEND, Bristol
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Cash crops

AT the recent vintage meeting at Camphill,
three of the participants were unfortunate
enough to meet up with a mercenary farmer
after being forced down into his field by
dying hill lift. The first two were faced with
demands of £50 or impounding of their
machines and, in spite of the very aggressive
attitude of the farmer, negotiated a lower
level of £40 each. Once the money was
pocketed, the atmosphere lightened
considerably. Two days later, the arrival of a
Capstan in the same ficld produced a
demand for £100, which was haggled down
to £80. It is thought that the first pilots’
requests for receipts prompted the later
higher demand. Could S&G find some legal
adlvisor to suggest how anyone “demanding
money with menaces” might be handled by
outlanding pilots in the future?

Two asides on the above. At bricfing, it
was suggested that farmers be requested to
whitewash large numbers on the downwind
boundaries of their ficlds to indicate the
landing fee and sccondly, it was reported
that the lady passenger in the Capstan
worked for the Inland Revenue and that a
close look at the future annual tax return
was a distinct possibility!

Ted Hull, SOUTHGATE, London

Final glides

SO just who is James George? His letter to
$&G defies belief (Low finishes again,
August-September 2004, p8)! Has this man
ever flown a gliding competition? Is he a
tawyer? A mathematician? A joker perhaps?

I have never read such rubbish. The whole
reason that we can ENJOY our final glides is
that they ARE “landing in accordance with
normal aviation practice”. It is normal
practice over the face of the globe and is
indeed one ol the most enjoyable parts of
our noble sport. How else can you optimise
your flight? His letter is yet another example
of misplaced do-gooding, which if allowed
to continue will kill off our sport.

When will people realise that gliding is
like mountaineering, motorbike racing,
downbhill ski-ing, Formula One and many,
many others? The fact of the matter is that,
in the final analysis, you are putting your
skinny pink body on the line. The extent lo
which you want to do this should be left
entirely up to YOU, AND YOU ALONE,.

You can make it as safe or as dangerous as
you wish. Making daft rules to try and stop
the occasional mishaps not only does not
work but usually creates more accidents.

(I remember well the practice for the World
Championships in Benalla, when for the first
time the rule that you must finish above 50ft
unless you arc making a straight-in fanding
was introduced. One competitor, as he
crossed the finish line realised that he was
lower than 50ft and that to avoid a penalty
he would have o land straight ahead,
Unfortunately, he was doing 140kt at the
time and ended up with a completely
mangled glider at the far hedge! An absolute
triumph for the do gooders!). This letter if left

unchallenged will spell the beginning of the
end ¢ ¢ final glide as we know (and love)
it. | urge Mr George (and all others of his
kind): if yvou are not ilying at the level you
are trying to legislate for, to leave well alone.
Dave Watt, via email

Technical information

HAS the BGA spotted a potential flaw in the
use of electronic notifications of technical
information? Recently a mandatory “before
next flight” TN was issued for my aircraft

by the manuifacturer, and since | am a
subscriber to the manufacturer’s regular
newsletter | spotted this when it was sent.
Mind you, working out from reading the TN
(not easy if vou aren’t mechanically minded
and a bit curious) that il was important was
less straightforward. Luckily, | thought, my
usual inspector will know about this alrcady.
But to my surprise they didn't - even though
they also owned an aircraft affected by this.
Actually | had to fax the TN to them so they
would be aware. It’s not as though they are
in a backwater - they are professional
repairers, have an online site, take emails,
they get the BGA newsletters and are an
established part of the BGA inspector's
community. So | am now wondering if this
illustrates a hole in the information process
for inspeclors? Has anyone else noticed this
potential airworthiness pitfall? And what is
the BGA's policy on this method of
airworthiness information promulgation?
And indeed, what docs “Europe” think?
How would the powers that be react to the
hit-and-miss information flow illustrated

by this, atter all from my knowledge of
regulatory bodies, they rely on flawless
processes, that's why they are expensive!

i do believe the BGA are a superb model
for airworthiness control and have no issucs
with their passion, and do not believe a
European model is to our better advantage
but | do wish (o raise this experience to
readers, if only lo encourage them to take
a real interest in the airworthiness of their
aircraft, what they nced to do to support the
dedicated set of inspectors and to safeguard
the safety of all in our sport.

Paul Lazenby, SWINDON

BGA Chief Exccutive Pete Stratten replics: The Civil
Aviation Authority does not forward airworthiness
information by pust - licensed engineers are expected
to download the mioemation from the intemet. The
manufacturers send airworthiness information to
registered owners, and owners should then contact

an engineer to seek a solution, The BOA assists its
inspectors by regularly posting them Technical News
Sheets 1 TNSs) wilh the latest information available.

So, in line with industry practice, what should happen
is that the owner is informed hy the manufacturer or the
authority tin this case the BGA) that a problem exists,
the owner then contacts a gualified inspector, who in
turn checks the BGA website and downloads the Jatedt
information. If the owner does not act, or indeed is not
aware of a problem hecause the aireraft is not registered
in hiszher name, there s a satety net: atl Certificates

ol Airworthiness are renewed annually by inspectors
who are obliged to check for any outstanding
ainvorthiness issucs prior to issuing 4 BGA C of A k’
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