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our case in Europe

Having regard to the large numbers of these ordinary
citizens aftected by changes to the aviation environment
in Europe, | would caation legislators and politicians
cone erning the social and political health of the evolving
FLUntil recently, the citizens of Europe hatl experience
only of the impact of national law on their pursuit of fly-
ing for sport and leisure. On the whole that experience
was satistactory. Nobody was annsisonably excluced by
reason of disproportionate cost, ext essive rules or by
denial of actess to airspas e, | lowoeves, almast all the
changes, either alweady implemented or now in the
pipeline, are adverse tor the ree peational pilot. If new
rules introduced by the mstitations of the Umion change
the lives of its citizens fur the worse, it can he no
surprise 11 resistand e to the entiee Curopean project is
the outcome. | believe that is what is happening in
my own county.

It is not persuasive to deploy the mantra of free
movement across Europe as the primary justific ation.
Many  especally the huge numbers who have no
interost in flying far from theis home airficld - would
consider the price they are being invited to pay - vither
in monetary terms or in rediction of fredoms - s too
high. t acknowledye of course that to many others free
moverment across borders is very important. However,
it iy difficult to understand why, for recreational aircralt,
we cannal just accept the existing airworthiness,
maintenance and licensing renimes of all member states.
These systems are already daiivering an excellint level
of third party ~afety  so why move away from them?

That said, the proposed approach by EASA to regulate
none bt the mast general reguirements wsseatial, so
called) for recrestional tlying ot EU leved and leave the
practical implementation to national or governing hody
loved, 15 a very positive stop.

Let us hopie that the politicrans agree.

Sorme of the most successful risk management
regimes are based on delegation of responsibility to the
activitivs or sports themselves, wher the real knowledge
and expertise lies, Also, aircraflt weighing less than two
to three metric lonnes simply fack the mass and energy
to pose significant risks 10 third parties on the ground in
the ovent of a crash [here can be no saiety case for
pouring effort infu hannonisation of rules for this class
of flying machine, as the ettort would be disproportion-
ate to any possible benetits

| come now to what v want for our people.

Tirst, that the guichag principle for the transter of
governance iom national authorities to a European
authority should he “what is permitted and condac ted
safely today in individual countries, should continue to
be permitted under the new regime - at least al national
level”. The transier will then gain ready acceptance by
those affected.

Sevond, that the non-commercial aperation of all air-
craft of less than 2730kg MTOW should be categorised
as sporung and recreational aviation.

Third, that the hroad regulatory policy framework for
sporting and recreationdl flying should be et at the
Luropean level hut that operational and technical
authority should be delegated to national level,
including to individual sports and management bodies,
where satistactory delepation either already exists or s
demansttably possible

Finally, this is a Furocontrol day and | have said litlle
s0 far ahout airspace. Airspace regulation is cruciatly
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important o us becausce it is one of two things that can
take us out of the sky entirely.

The other is meche al standards, and on that 1 will <im-
ply say that 1 cannot perceive an intellectual argumen
for a standard for the reercational pilot more stringent
than for a normal driving licence but that is o debate
for another day.

On the Single Furopean Sky, one emotive issue that
will not take us out of the sky, but is potentially deeply
untiir, is charging, Tsay the concept is unfar hecause
the sporting or recreational pilot has no need of the
airspace structure or dir tratfic Mmandagement system
- in factitis an obstacle to his treedont. The system s
provided primarily for the protection and benefit of civil
air transport and other commercial or prafessional usees,
Revreational pilots are obliged to work with, or around,
it. That is fair enough, and, while | would not po so far
as to argue that we should be compensated for the
inconvenience causxd, none of us feels that it is fair
that we should be asked to pay for incidental ase of
a servire that has been imposed upon us, Generally,
we only use the ATM service because it is ther as
consequence of airspace restrictions designed tor the
protection of civil air transport, This point renders thi
crass subsidy argument irrelevant that case s skewed
anyway because the airlines do not pay tax on their fuel
and we do.

But reform of the airspace structure is a more critical
issue hecause it has the potential to emasculate our
activities Whatever the structure, it will probably still
be okay for the kind of aviator who wishes to tly a light
ajreraft from A to B But air sports, such as competition
pliding for example, do not it casily within a fully
manager| air taffic environment, because of their need
to navigate cross-country through the best available
weather condiions. They can also operate well above
the noinal heights of other spaits and recreational
dircratt, as do balloons sometimes, Therefore it will be
essential for the preservation o our activities that the top
of the Tower airpace should be set as high as possible
{and! in this respect 1 9% s defimtely oo lowy and that
the default category for the Tower airspace should be G.

The value and importance of sporl in society is
recognised by the European Union. 3t is anchored in the
Declaration on Sports of the Treaty of Amsterdam and
the adoption af the Helsinki Report 1n December 1999,
Lesslation that undermined the ability of Curopean
citizens to participale in recognised world sports wigld
be contrary to the intentions of the Luropean Comnunity.

And so, ladies and gentlomen, my appwal o the
officials and legislators is for real and peauine
consideration 1or the air sports and recreational flying
community, which compriscs a substantial proportion of
the total GA community.

In my own country, the LK, for many years we have
had a very ¢fiective and genuine consullation process
between users and regulator ithe CAA), on all aspects of
recreational flviny. What we need in Curope is a paral-
lel pracess that engages the vast experience and knowl-
edue of the community | represent [t is dangerous nol to
consult the people who will be affected, and who
unclerstand the particalar activity, Over the last two
years there have been signs of progress on consultation,
particularly with EASA, but the process must advance
rapidly if itis to win the confidence of the
participants that | represent today.” *’

NEWS IN BRIEF

FOR some years the IGC has sought to encourage more
media and public involvement in our spart. A major ditficulty
has been that only those competing in a championship seem
to understand what is happening — who is winning and why. To
address this, the IGC has developed the Gliding Grand Prix.
The concept was tested at St Auban in 2004, and in
Septemnber 2005 the first World Gliding Grand Prix will be held
there: the British Team will include Andy Davis and Mike
Young. The seven-day contest, with a maximum entry of 20
top racing pilots. has an F1-style scoung system and is helg in
conjunction with other aviation atiractions at the airfield. GPS
information is shown on screens in public areas. The intention
is to hold a series of Grand Prix events in ditlerent countres,
culminating in an tmernational Grand Prix, whose winner wili
be the World Soaring Champion. There are plans to organise
a trial Grand Prix in the UK, which will reporfed be on in a later
S8G. New Zealand is also planning a televised Grand Prix
evert, following IGC rules, in January at Omarama.

MANY eyes are on Bannerdown GC this summer as they test
Dyneema Winch Line, a synthetic alternative to steel cable.
Used by 22 European clubs, the Ultra High Molecular
Polyethylene rope has done over 3,000 launches at Landau
without a break. A 1500m reel of Smm diameter Dyneema
weighs 35kg compared to 235kg for the equivalent 7x7 strand
steel cable. The Bannerdown team have a reel on one side of
a winch with standard sleel on the other and are comparing
the two. We'll have more information on how they're getting n
in the next S&G. |f your club is interested in tinding out more,
contact BGA Development Committee chairman Diana King
on diana@gerontius.demon.co.uk or 01926 315989.

THE UK Airprox Board's report for January-June 2004, which
includes several incidenis involving gliders, is at
www.caa.co. uk/default. aspx ?categoryid=4238pagelype=68&
groupid=430. See also the airspace update. overleat.

YOUR CFi has been sent details of BGA plans to repiace the
Brenze paper at the end of 2005 with a new CD-based exam.

EVERY year Temporary Restricted Airspace (TRA) around UK
airshows is infringed, with serious fight safety implications.
The AIC for the Royal International Air Tattoo TRA (July 13-18)
around Fairford was due to be published on May 26. The CAA
has published a reminger for pilots of how to ensure they do
not cause an infringement; see www.caa.co.uk/
application.aspx ?calegoryid=14&pagelype=658&application-
id=7&mode=delail&nid=1037

THE GA Alliance, which consists of representativas from
Aircraft Cwners and Pilots Assaciation, the BGA. Bri:sh Hang
Gliding & Paragliding Assaciation, Bntish Micralight Aircraft
Association, GASCo, Helicopter Club of Great Britain.,
Popular Flying Association and PPL/IR, organised a success-
ful day of ftying and briefings for the UK government minister
responsible for aviation, Charlotte Atkins (at the time S&G
went to press, it 15 not known whether she retains that post
after the General Election). She flow in a helicopter, microlight
and homebuilt arcratl, and commented that the day had
opened her eyes to the views of GA ana the issues it faces.

BGA 1000 Club Lottery winner for March 2005 was RH Dixon
(£35.50), with runners-up MW Cater & GH Chamberlain (each
£17.75}. May's winner was P Wilson (£35.25), with runners-up
C Bainbridge & R Barrett {each £17.62).
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SQUALL LINE

Soarin

His first launch after a short,
weather-induced lay-off gave
George Rowden a flight he’ll
never forget — even though
he didn’t reach his goal

THE evening before, the forecast for
Friday, March 11, 2005, looked
promising for some hill soaring at
Sutton Bank, the home of the Yorkshire GC.
After a few weeks’ break from flying, mainly
due to snow at the site, the thought of an
hour or so on the ridge was very inviting.

A quick look at the weather first thing on
Friday confirmed a brisk westerly so, packed
up with sandwiches and covered up with
multiple layers of clothing for the 45-minute
scooter ride to the club, off [ went.

Arriving at the club and discarding two
layers of clothing and a crash helmet, | was
just in time to join a small band of members
getting out the winch and other ground
equipment before being tasked with Dl-ing
one of the club’s K-21s by David Hayes,
the CFI. DI completed and canopy washed,
the glider was taken to the launchpoint in
preparation for the first flight of the day with
David as P1 and yours truly as P2.

After the pre-flight checks the cable was
attached and soon we were climbing in
good and consistent lift over the west-facing
bowl. At our operating height the wind had
a northerly component and as we tracked
north, first over Gormire Lake and then
towards Boltby, David suggested it was a
good day for a flight in hill lift to Carlton
Bank, our nearby gliding club. This is some
25km of hill soaring away on the northern
cdge of the North York Moors. Having flown
at Carlton between 1961 and 1981 bcfore
restarting gliding at Sutton in 2003, this was
a journey with some nostalgic content,
More importantly, it was also a journey of
some considerable interest, as | had never
hill soared further north than Boltby since
joining YGC and re-soloing.

Our track north along the hills towards
Boltby was in consistent lift but entailed
some dodging of patches of orographic
cloud forming in the ascending air. Looking
north along our intended track, however,
the weather appeared clearer, although over
the Pennines to our left the weather looked
decidedly poor and to the east of our track
towards the North Sea was another bank
of cloud.

A high paint of 1,500ft (all heights QFE)
prior to reaching Bolthy was followed by a
loss of some 6001t crossing the upwind ridge
to Kepwick but this height loss was quickly
regained by 5-turns on the short Kepwick
ridge. Progress north was then resumed
with a penctration forward to the next ridge
at Thimbleby, two beats along this north-

20

the unexpected

westerly facing ridge being sufficient to put
us back at 1,500ft. Another northerly jump
to the ridge above Mount Grace Priory,
passing Osmotherly to our right, put us at
the north-west corner of the North York
Moors and allowed a good view of Carlton
Bank, our intended goal, now some 6km off
to our east-north-east.

Our progress north had brought us nearer
to the cloud bank to the east, which, as we
approached, slowly resolved into a wall of
cloud with a shelf of cloud above it. The
base of the wall was considerably below us
and the shelf considerably above us. It was
also apparent that the cloud bank, which
extended as far to the north and south as we
could see in a gentle convex curve, was
slowly moving south-westerly.

Flying towards and close to the cloud
brought us into an area of smooth and
consistent lift and a gentle left turn allowed
us to track north-westerly close to the front
of the wall. However, some alterations of
track were nccessary to keep clear of patches
of cloud forming in the generally clear air in

‘While we’d been away from the

cloud bank its appearance had
changed. The distinctive wall
had been replaced by a less
regular line of globular cloud’

front of the wall. At this proximity, strcamers
of cloud could be seen below us flowing up
into the lower reaches of the wall, giving it
the appearance of a sea breeze front, even
though it obviously wasn't one given the
time of the year.

Much discussion ensued between David
and | on the type of lift we were flying in
before the risk of infringing the Durham Tees
Valley Airport (formerly Teesside) Class D
airspace caused us to instigate a turn left
on to a southerly heading, having reached
2,600ft. On this southerly track we could
see Sutton Bank still in sunshine well to the
west of the cloud.

A number of racecourse circuits, north-
westerly along the wall of cloud and
southerly along the edge of the nmoors,
maintained our height but with the cloud
continuing to track south-westerly, we were
gradually pushed westwards. Concerned that
the low base of the approaching cloud
would prevent a return to Sutton, we flew
south, arriving at Sutton at about 2,000ft just
in time to see Bill Payton in the club’s new
DG-303 launch on to the hill and continue
north towards the approaching cloud bank,
which was still some way east of the site.

Our lower altitude to the west of the
cloud bank confirmed that its passage over
the site would not preclude a safe return to
Sutton, so without further ado we set off in

pursuit of the DG-303, which had now
climbed ahove us as Bill utilised the lift
along the edge of the cloud bank.

In the time we had been away from the
cloud bank its appearance had changed.
The distinctive wall had been replaced by
a continuous, but more irregular, line of
globular cloud with occasional tongues of
cloud extending out from the main mass.
The lift was also weaker, typically 1-2kt,
but extremely smooth — akin to wave.

Continuing to fly north-westerly close to
the edge of the cloud bank with the DG-303
we first crossed the A19 and then the
York-Newcastle railway line, continuing
north-westerly towards RAF Leeming.

At this point we approached a large lump
of cloud detached from the main mass and
elected to fly through the resulting gap.
This rapidly closed but not before we had
thankfully squeezed out of the other side,
turned left around the extended cloud and
continued the turn back towards Sutton,
losing sight of the DG-303 in the process.
Our view back south revealed that the
western edge of the cloud bank had moved
across Sutton Bank and was now west of
Thirsk, with significant vertical development
visible just to the east of the cloud edge.

Retracing our path along the edge, a high
groundspeed revealed a significant northerly
component to the wind.

Our distance west of Sutton Bank — some
10km — and increasingly cold fect, led to a
decision to retumn to the site and the descent
from our maximum height of 3,600ft by use
of the brakes was initiated while still to the
west of the cloud edge.

At 1,500ft, but still above the lower edge
of the cloud, David advised the closure of
the brakes. This was followed by a turn
towards the still-invisible Sutton Bank and a
speed increase to 100kt in order to maintain
a high-energy balance for the start of the
glide towards the site. Passing under the
edge of the cloud at some 800ft revealed
Sutton Bank dead ahead and a higher
cloud base above, allowing the speed to
be reconverted into height so that, although
sink was experienced, we arrived at the site
at 1,000ft.

Two beats along the hill to observe the
windsock revealed little lift and a 90° veer
in the wind since our take-off, so an
appropriately chosen circuit was flown to
a landing after a flight of 100 minutes.

Bill landed the DG-303 some 15 minutes
later, having experienced heavy sink and
hail as he traversed the edge of the cloud.

So, what had we been flying along? Later
examination of the AVHRR and MODIS
visible satellite pictures courtesy of the
NERC Satellite Station, University of
Dundee, showed a weak cold front moving
south over England. To the rear of the main
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