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PHJL Jones, 18-Metre Class World Champton. in l1is 
Ventus 2cxt 210. Leigh Wells took the Standard Class 
Gold. Pete Harvey {Open) and Jez Hood (Standard) 
secured Bronze. and the Brits won the Team trophy 
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~News. 
Gliding scholarships 
ASPIRING young glider pilots are being 
invited to further their gliding with the help of 
the BGA and Royal Aeronautical Society 
(RAeS) scholarst1ip scheme for 2006. 

If you're aged between 15 and 17, in full­
time education , and want to learn to fly gliders 
but have, perhaps, been unable to do so until 
now because of lack of funds , there are 40 
scholarships available to help successful 
applicants fund their initial training. 
Applications are welcomed from existing 
pre-solo club members as well as from those 
new to the sport. These must be counter­
signed by your club CFI and received at the 
BGA office by September 30. 

Mike Fox 

Pete Straiten, the BGA Chief Executive 
said: "We are delighted that the Royal 
Aeronautical Society Centennial Scholarship 
Fund is generously funding these bursaries for 
the third year in succession . They recognise 
the important part gliding has played 
and continues to play in the development of 
aviation , not only in the area of technical 
advances , but also in the individuals involved 
and their particular skills. " 

Future of the UK glider fleet 
The RAeS's Centennial Scholarship Fund 

commemorates the centenary of the Wright 
Brothers' first powered flight, on December 17, 
1903. A major contributor to the Wrights ' suc­
cess was a lengthy series of trials , which they 
undertook with full-scale gliders in the two 
years before December 1903. This enabled 
them to gain a satisfactory standard of piloting 
skills and , most importantly, produced the 
information to develop a satisfactory method 
of aircraft controL In making this award from 
the fund , the RAeS recognises the important 
part gliding has played in aviation history and 
the promise it brings to the younger pilot 
today. 

For more information , ask your CFI or see 
www.gliding.co.ukij'uniors 

THE iuture certification of gli ders in th e U K 
was th e subject of a meeting at Ga twi ck in 
June between r eprese nl<~ ti ves of the British 
G liding Assoc iation, UK Civ il Aviation 
Authority (CAA), D partment for Transport 
(OfT) and the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA). 

Gliders in the U K currentl y operate under 
an exemption to the European Union's 
regu lation on aircraft certi f ica tion ("Part 21 "), 
w hich h<ts already been app lied in every 
o ther EU cou ntry. Th e UK is in <1 unique 
position in the EU because prior to the 
c reation of EASA its glider fleet had not been 
slate regulated. -

So the purpose of June's meeting was to 
discuss how best to impl ement a transiti on 
towa rds compliance with Part 2·1. 

This is schedul ecl to be fully impl emented 

Staff changes at the BGA office 
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IN the first half of 2006, the BGA has said farewell to three members of office staff, with thanks for all their 

hard work over many years. and welcomed two new ones. Administrator Go/in Childs (seven years ' service) 

and Accounts Manager Jackie Sylvester (five years ' service) have moved on to new jobs while administrator 

Gail Burgess ( 17 years · service) will enjoy a we/l-earned retirement, for which she was presented with a watch. 

"Our thanks go to Gail. Colin and Jackie for everything they did to make the office run smoothly, and 

we wish them all the best for the future," says BGA Chief Executive Pete Straiten. Meanwhile. Terry Eato 

(terry@gliding.co.uk) steps into a new role at the BGA as Technical Administrator while Trish Springthorpe 

(trish@gliding.co.uk) joins as the new Accounts Manager. Contact details for BGA staff can be found at 

www.gliding.co.uk!contactuslbgaoffice.htm. Pictured below from left are Go/in, Jackie, Gait, Terry and Trish 

by March 2007 for gliders registered in th e 
UK <1fter September 28, 2003; the timesca le 
for gl iclers th at pre-date I hat has ye t to be 
finalised but the proposals suggest some time 
in 2008. 

"The BGA's goa l in all thi s is to minimise 
the impact of new regu lati on on the owners 
and operato rs of UK gliders," sa id Chief 
Executive Pete Strattcn, w ho- along w ith 
BGA Regulatory G roup Chairman David 
Roberts and BGA ChiefTechnic<J I Officer 
Jim Hammertun - was one of rhe 13GA's 
three-strong negotiati ng team at the meeting. 

Detailed proposa ls from June's meet ing 
were being considered by th e BGA's 
Executive Committee ilS thi s issue of S&G 
went to press. More news Js it emerges 
w ill appear at www.gliding.co.uk, in the 
BGA news letter Jncl in S&G 

Well done, winners 
CONGRATULATIONS to the iollowing pilots 
ior their excellent results in BGA-rated regiona l 
and national competitions so iar this season: 

Overseas Championships: 
1 8586 Mike Young 
2 BJ5 6 Kim Tipple 
3 U335 Eric Soubricr 
Booker Regionals: 
1 33 27 
2 33 19 

Dav id Watt 
JimWhite 

3 3272 Mark Davis 
Bidford Regionals & Turbo Comp: 
-, 5 ·r I 4 Rod Witter 
2 
3 

4991 
4845 

Just in Wills/B<.m y Wa lker 
]on Wand 

And ior the UK's superb Worlds resu lts- two 
Golds, two Bronzes anrl Team Cup - sec p28 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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mailto:rish@gliding.co.uk
mailto:erry@gliding.co.uk
www.gliding.co.ukljuniors


~Airspace News 

Transponders: gliding 
needs you to act now 
The UK's CAA is proposing that ALL aircraft must be fitted with a 
transponder to fly in all types of airspace within the UK. Carr Withall, 
the chairman of the BGA's Airspace Committee, warns that these 
proposals will affect every glider pilot and owner and will impose 
considerable extra cost on our sport. He urges you to please 
read the following short article and down load and respond to the 
consultation document from the CAA website before August 29 

THE UK Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) has 
issued a proposal to amend the Air 
Navigation Order 2005 "for the purpose 

of improving the technical interoperability of 
all aircraft in UK airspace." Despite the bland 
title, the subject of the proposal is the fitting of 
transponders into <1 ll aircraft, including gliders. 

The full document (which is, formally, a 
Partial Regulatory Impact Assessment) can be 
found at www.caa.co.ukldapconsultations 
together w ith the response do ument. 

lt is very comprehensive and detJiled and is 
worth re.:~ding. 

Following a mid-air collision over lnclia in 
1996, 10\0 (the International Civil Aviation 
Organisation) proposed that every aeroplane 
be equipped with an altitude reporting 
transponder by January 2003. Note that this 
ICAO recommendation referred only to 
aeroplanes, not to all aircraft. 

Because of the potential for interference to 
some radar equipment from the classic 'old' 

wi ll also be a safety benefit when RAF low 
flying aircraft and training aircraft are fitted 
with a Collision Warning System (CWS) but 
this is some years away yet. We certainly do 
not agree that transponders should be 
required in all UK airspace. The pan-European 
airspace body EUROCONTROL states: "where 
the ca rriage of a transponder is already 
r quired" : they are not required in Class E, F or 
G airspace. 

The capital cost of transponders wi ll be not 
inconsiderable and we believe that the annua l 
cost of checking the transponder may well be 
considerably higher than the estimate given in 
the 0\A proposa l document. Owners will also 
need to purchase a licence for the transponder. 
Apart from the cost, there are stil l many 
significant unanswered practical questions: the 
positioning of the aerial is important and still 
has to be considered by glider manufacturers; 
insta llations will have to be performance 
checked and certified; the possible radiation 

transponders, the UK 
CAA chose not to 
implement thi s ICAO 
standard. 

'The UK is alone in proposing 
transponder use in all airspace. 

risk to pilots has to be 
considered; and so on. 

What is happening 
in other European 
states? Other European 
countries arc introduc­
ing Mode S to aircraft 

The introduction of 
new SSR Mode S lect 
(Mode S) technology 

We urge you to respond, both 
as clubs and as individuals' 

ground stations wi ll, though, overcome this 
problem. All ground stations in the UK wi ll be 
Mode S equipped by 2011-201 2. With this in 
mind, the CAA is now proposing that 
transponders be fitted to al l aircraft operatin> 
in all parts of the UK airspace, not just in 
"controlled airspace". 

The UK is alone in proposing transponder 
use in All airspace. 

Because there is not currently a sui table 
transponder avai lable for unpowered aircraft, 
there will be a temporary exemption from the 
proposals for gliders and unpowered aircraft 
until such il Low Power Self-contained SSR 
transponder (LPST) is avail able nd proven. 
There may also be an exemption for training 
glider coniined to the vicinity of airfields. 

The BGA recognises that there are safety 
benefits to be gained by carrying a transponder 
when flying in controlled airspace. There 
should also be little excuse for not obtaining 
a clearance to fly through Class D or Class C 
airspace (ATC units are ah-,'ays telling me: " If 
on ly your gliders had 3 transponder"). There 
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operating under VFR rules. Germany, which 
has six times more gliders than the UK, 
is mandating transponders on ly in controlled 
airspace and in what are known as TMZs 
(Tr<lllsponder Mandatory Zones). TMZs are 
zones covering less busy airports. France is 
applying the requirement in 2009 in the North 
east part of France (wher Mode S radar is 
installed), again on ly in control led airspace 
and TMZs. This requirement wi ll extend to the 
rest of France, again on ly in controlled air­
space, when the roll-out of Mode S ground 
radars is complete. 

Please download the CAA document from 
www.caa.eo.uk/dapconsultations and read it. 
When you have read the document, we 
urge you to respond, either as a club or as an 
individual, before the August 29 deadline. 

The BGA will be formulating their response 
and this will be published on its website 
- www.gliding.co.uk- by July 31. 

lt will be helpful if any individual, BGA club 
or gliding business responses are copied to the 
BGA at officel!11g/iding.co.uk for information. 

THE CAA is reminding pilots to avoid infringing 
Temporary Restricted Airspace. just days atter a Red 

Arrows display at Kemble was halted due to an 

intruding aircratt (untraced as S&G went to press). 

One of the easiest ways to check on temporary 
restricted airspace, says the CAA, is by calling the 
freephone Aeronautical Information Services (AIS) 

on 0500 354 802. For the press release, visit 

www.caa.co.uk and click on '"latest CAA news"'. 

NOMINATIONS are being invited for the Ann Welch 

Memorial Award for instruction in air sports. Ann, an 
Air Transport Auxiliary Pilot during WW2, was a 
dedicated instructor, an international figure in gliding 

and eminent in the British Hang-gliding and 

Paragliding Association and the British Microligl1t 
Aircratt Association. The award is open to all BGA, 
BHPA and BMAA instructors, and also to non-instruc­

tors, whose activity has made a significant contribu­
tion to education and training in their air sport. This 

will normally be in flying instruction but, exceptionally, 
may include proven aids in associated subjects such 

as navigation and meteorology. Nomination forms 
can be downloaded at www.gliding.co.uk; proposals 

for BGA nominations should be sent to Diana King 

(tel 01926 332713, fax 01926 335206 or secre­

tary@royalaeroclub.org) by October 31. 

REVISED Class D Control Zones (CTRs) and 

Control Areas (CTAs) for Bristol and Cardiff will be 
introduced on 31 August. The lateral limits of the cur­

rent Control Zones will remain unchanged but their 
upper limits will be increased. The current Yeovilton 

North and South Areas of Intense Aerial Activity 
(AIAA) will be amalgamated to form a single Yeovilton 

A/AA. Details of changes were due to be published in 
Aeronautical Information Circular (AIC) 96/2006 
(Yellow 217) on 20 July 2006 and in AIRAC 9/2006. 

Note that the 1 :500000 ·southern England and 

Wales' chart (edition 32), published on March 16, 

does not incorporate the changes, which will be on 
1 :250000 Aeronautical Charts 'England South' 
(Sheet 8) and 'The West and South Wales' (Sheet 7) 

in February and August 2007 respectively. 

FROM October, employers, premises owners and 
outdoor event organisers must undertake fire safety 

risk assessments. Sports clubs are covered within 
the new regulations as small to medium places of 

assembly. The Department for Communities and 
Local Government is developing guidance to help: 

www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1162101 

THE next S&G plans to review the very well-received 

safety presentations that BGA Safety Committee 
chairman Kevin Motoney will be offering to give at 

BGA clubs again this autumn and winter. 

THE date for the next BGA Chairmen's Conference 

has been set as Saturday, October 28 and chairmen 
have been invited to offer input about the event to the 

BGA Development Team. 

The winner of the BGA t OOO Club Lottery for June 
2006 was Eric Smith (£33.50), with runners-up 

Stephen Hill and CE Wick (each £16.75). The July 
winner was Dick Dixon (£33.25) with runners-up 

James Tail and W Pottinger (each £16.62). 
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Your letters 
Tug upsets 
I F U NO John Marriotl 's pie e on tug upsets 
(How to deal with tug emergencies, June-Ju ly 
2006, p28) very lear and informative, and 
it e 'plained to me some of what hJppened 
duri ng my one experience of this out of 
10,500 tow . I Jm surP tha t if current pilots 
adhere to his advice th ere wi ll be fewer 
inciden of th is natu re. 

Nobody likes to go round "pulling the 
bung" on anybody who gets a bit out of 
position, sine in almost all cases they 
rectify the si tuation without further ()do. 
My rul e of thumb was to accept higher sti ck 
loads up to the point where the end stop wJs 
rea ched, then releas if any pitch change 
ensued. This seemed lo work, as I onl y once 
had to dump someone d pite reJ hing th e 
stop on many occas ions. H, ving read John's 
adv ic , though, I think I would be reacting 
a little earlier if I were towing these days. 

However, the rea l reason for my letter is to 
point out another scenJrio, which John did 
not mention. Firstly, whatever our tol erJ n e 
leve l, W INi 11 frequ ' ntly en cl U with th e 
glider sti ll on tow arid the abnorrn, I loads 
eliminJI.ed. W bre th e a sigh of relief and 
rel ax back to fl ying a normal tow once 
more. This i the time to eh ck wh . re the 
glider is loca ted, and if he is not where he 
should be - trouble is coming. 

In my own incident, the glider was still 
v ry high and had lost sight oi the tug. In 
trying to find il he had increased airspeed 
and was overtak ing it, and when this didn 't 
work he assumed he was on hi s own. When 
the rop snapped tight again, the effect 
on the tug wc1s Jn inslantane JUS change of 
altitude from horizontal to vert ica l. 

Shulling the throttle beca me the Lop pri ority, 
I assur · you, fo llowed by cable release and 
avoiding th e ground. O nl >' then could I 
r mov all Lh sp· r r p and ruhbi sh th at 
had atapul ted rom behind th rear seal and 
w · re now covering me. 

I w ill not go into all the ob ious issues 
con e rn in weak link, pilot train ing, b c 
r lease lensi n, etc, but I will <1dd th at th is 
was a dua l tow with the glider on the short 
rope performing the excu rsion, so the 
symptoms were clouded a little by the 
co rrectl y positioned glider on the long rope. 
lt was also 2S y <J rs ago, and I ~ !ready had 
160 dual tows in my logbook. 

Second ly, thi s is not the on ly wily to arri ve 
at a tug up-ending even t. I wJs ac1u.1 ll y 
invo lv d in one only last year in curope, 
whil e lurking in th e ha k of il fri end's 
ASH 25, <J nd in this ca se th e Lu g pilot was 
even luckier to escape th an I had been 
because vve were mu ·h lower. Like many 
a cidents, there wa. a ombi ntllion of 
factors, but the net result was a failure to 
lo k the ai rbrakes Jfler "a ll out" was given. 
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Please send letters (marked "for publication ·; to the 

editor at editor@sailplaneandgliding.co .uk or the 

address on p3, including your full contact details. 

Deadline for the next issue is August 15 

Our article in the June­

July 2006 issue of S&G 

about dealing with tug 

emergencies (p28} 

attracted plenty of 

comment - see this 

page for some of the 

feedback 

The BGA aerotowing 

guidance notes, from 

which this article was 

taken, are now available 

for download via the 

association's website 

at www.gliding.co.uk 

Photo: Charlie Jordan 

They duly ucked out unnoli d whil e flying 
over th e upwind hedge, making th e rate of 
climb rath er less th an normal. 

The Lug pilot wJs quick to diagnose the 
probl em, " nd started shouting over th e rad io 
- this is BAD idea since he shou ld have 
con tinued to a afe h ight first - we were 
climbing okay. (Fortunately for him this is 
actua ll y wh<Jt happened because his voice 
was distorted and not in our lc111guagel . 

The upset came when the airbrakes were 
slammed shut - the tug simply disappeared, 
Jnd before the Pl could react - il nJsly jerk 
on th e rope. The acceleration and height 
gain were Jllth~t w<:~s needed to G11rse th e 
upset on this occas ion, and once aga in we 
had a slack rope for a while. Do we teach 
people tu close th e airbrakes slow ly in thi s 
situati on now,1days? v\lhat do we teilch tug 
pilots to do if the glider brake come open? 
I am a bit out oi touch, h<1Ving operated 
a motorglider from a farm strip for th e last 
20 yea rs. 

Colin Wray, DU NSTABLE, Beds 
BCA Chil'i Tu;; J>ilul luhn !vlarriurr replies: Colin rnL~e.< 

d numUe.·r o{good /)ufnl ."i ,1boullUH upsets, thC' d.Jillj(-'1"~ 

of Inn c ohjc ·rs in the en kpil, rill.llrows anrlthc use 

of short ropes. Manv of th sP arc coH;rc •cl in more• depth 

in he lii/1, recently puf>lished aemlowin;; guidant.:<' 

notes av.1ilr1hk1 {or do\vnload at www.glidi ng. o.uk. 1/i~ 

last point, al;out c/o_(jing .lldJrake~· un .1 ~lid<·r on tow, 
havint: found them open a{ter 1,1kc-n1i: is ;lfl interC'!'ling 

onC', which I hav' passttd it un to rh< · Ch, 'i""'"' ui thv 

13(;A ln . .,tructnr'!1 Commiff( '("' i{Jr hi.;.; nm'l i(/era tiun 

Upset about the tug 
I OUND Lhe tug emergencies article to be 
full oi good advice, and we ll illustrated, 
with excellent photographs. How<:'vcr, I was 
surprised to see a photogrJph of wh, l looks 
like a Robin tug taking off un tow with full 
fl ap (p28). I ca n only assume that this was a 
l st of our observation and tug pilots not 
pi cking this up will have a visit from th e 
BGA Chief Tug Pilot in due course. 

I fav ing had a total power lo s ngine 

ia ilur ' thi s s a on at 400ft whilst towing 
I wholehea rt edly agree with John M ;uriolt's 
ildvice to drop th e rope and ily th e aircr fL 
when aced w ith this problem. lt is common 
ense to play the "what if!" g.:tm • every time 

you il y and plan wha t >'Ou're go ino l do 
1.vhen thE engine stops. When it hap ened 
lo me it surprised me how narrow my fi eld 
of vision bece1me and how <~u t o rna ti my 
reactions were, h,wi ng planned for it f r so 
long. But it 's worth remembering that when 
it happens it wi ll still be a sho ·k. 
John Hoye, via email 
/-/den f van>, <•ditor ut' S,v,G. rr•p liPs: Oup<! TI1,11 pi lure 

o( rl11• lioiJin "tc~.Ung niT" 1vlr!J rullrl,fJ W«.> '"•' l,!liOrre<l h) 

f)](', ,lflrl not t!J(' Mifhor. 10/ 1 ()fo r UUSC'rv. iliun. rhou,~h! 

Thinking laterally 
THAT was a real I>' excel I •nt a rotowing sa fet ' 
articl e that you publi sh d so v 11 in th 
June-Jul y 2006 issu ot 5& •. Both th ditor 
and the author John M arriott ar to be 
commendecl for your fine work. I b lieve 
th<ll il is ih ' be I arti c le I have ever r ad on 
this impori J.nt subject . John 's inclusion of the 
possibl e lateral up et was n w to most o( us, 
and an important a ld ition to the overa ll 
aerotowin ' sa f ty di s ·u · ion. 
Richard (Dick) Johnson, DAllAS, Texas 

Assistant Instructor courses 
I RE -ENTLY attend cl an Ass ista nt R<.1 ling 
course at Husbands Gosworth, whi ch I had 
approached with ·onsiderilbl tr pid,)tion, 
as virtu , lly everyth ing I h, d he;:, rd abou t 
these cours sil l cluh l ew~ l had been entirely 
neg<.1 ti ve. 

I fee l most strongly that th is is something 
th at ne cl s to b ·orT cted. 

The ourse that I ,Jttencl d WJS a th orounh­
ly positi v and enjoyable xperi ence - v ry 
well structured and conducted in a most 
pr fession I mann r by veryon concerned. 

The course is demanding and th r is a 
great dea l to le rn so g od prep, rJlion real ly 
is vital - but p lea.se don't be put off y th e 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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prophets of doom - it's fun - and you will be 
a far better pi lot afterwards. 

Many thanks to Simon Adlard, Mike Fox, 
Don Putto k and all at Hus Bos. 
Robert Shallcrass, ASHFORD, Kent 
PS: The club 's accommodation is excellent! 
BGA C!Jiei Exerutii'C' Pete Stwtm replies: Th BGA i · 

dclig l •tf'd that tlw e(I(Jrts oi our hard-working lnstruc:tor 

CO.Jc:hinc; tt ~;un .1re ;1ppreciatPd TherC' .1f(' a number 
ni v.1Canc ies on 1006 courses - please coma ·t the BGA 

utfice ({) 7 76 1.n 1051) tu /.)()uk your p lace 

Going further and faster 
PtRHAPS because the Arm-Chair Pilot is i1 

denizen of academia (I reti red from a 
Cm1bridge professorship in 2003) I do like 
to sec theories corr ctly attributed. "Stigler's 
Law " states that no law is n,1mccl ofter its 
true discoverer, and it is a pity to st.e that it 
continues to apply in the case of best-spe cl­
to-fl y theory. I ond others have repeatedly 
pointed out that Paul MacC:ready's great 
contribution was not the first publication 
of the theory, but the mechanical device of 
J rotJtJhl e ring on a variometer in the 
pre-cle tron ic eri'l which enabled the theory 
to be implemented. 

O nce more then. The 'MacCready theory' 
clescr il l•d (for example) by Petc 1'A1%on in 
Going further and (aster (June- July 2006, 
p22) was first published in this very 
magazine - then allecl Th Sailplane and 
Clid r- in June 1947 by Emest Dewing, 
who gave the relevant equation and ·olvcd 
it. In the same issue George Pirie al u 
arriv cl dt the correct answer, by mor " 
heur i~t i method . D wing was a second­
year ambridg undergraduate and Pirie 
a pre-war Cambridge gradual and member 
of th University Gliding lub. I havo 
corr sponded with both of them. Bur why 
not have clone w ith nam and call i t the 
Cambridge theory! 

I gave a full account of the history in 
S&C in June-July 1980 (Wh ' do rhe 
8 si-Speed-to-Fly onstruction \Norf< ( 
- W ith a little history th ~ wn in), adding that 
MacCre<Jcly's contribution came two y ars 
later in Aero Revue for Novemb r 1949, 
prompLed by the two-part <Jrticle by Karl 
Ni kel in the June and Sepl mber issues. 
I b ' l ieve M,JCCreacly already h<lCI the 
s lution beiore reading lickel's artic l , 
and I know from co rrcspondenc wi th 

ickel that he hin1self was unawL re 1 f 
Dew ing's >olution. 

I n )[i eel that at the recent lnt rnational. 
in Sw den an auLhor rcferrecltu 
" i ke i-MacCre<~dy theory". whi h i 
smL 11 st p but in the wrung direction. The 
right SI p is backw,~rcls - to 1947. 

Thi ambridge theory lastl'd until my 
article in S& for October I 964 enti tled 
The A rm - hair Pilot, in which I introdu eel 
the " threshold th 01· m" that " the hest spet'cl 
to fl y is found from lh ' standard theory, hut 
the "average rate of climb" is lobe rerl acecl 
by the chosen ''criti ca l r.11e of climb" . Th1s 
threshold is th r,. te you would SE:'I y<Jur 
Ma ' Cr ady ring at (if you <ti l l h.1d ne) Mld 
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is denoted by Pete Masson as the practica l 
rate to st·t in your mod rn electronics. He 
might have added that the one aspect of the 
theory that is still really relevant lo modern 
racing is the undeniable mathematical fact 
that if you fail to take a thermal that is 
slrnnger than this rate, or take one that is 
weaker than this rate, you are wasting time. 

Perhaps vve cou ld call the two theories the 
Cambridge I and the Cambridge 11 and then 
our successors can have fun working out 
what the connection is with the two early 
sailp:ancs w ith those names! (it's Cambridge 
University GC of course.) 
Anthony Edwards, The Arm-Chair Pilot, 
CAMBRIDGE, Cambs 

North Wales wave 
FOLLOWING the sequence of letters 
(Tertiary Wave, Aprii-May 2006, p9, et a/) 
regarding the abovE:', it would seem that the 
argum nt is not so much where the wave 
ex ists or to whJI height it w ill go, but the 
best way into it. Al though I cJnnot c laim to 
have anything like the experience of the 
other contributors, I am able to comment, 
based on regular twice-yearly expeditions to 
Lleweni Parc/Denbigh GC, sin eApril1 992. 

I strongly disagree with Vie arr's ass ~rtion 
that Sleap is the best start point for the 
Snowdonia wave. One only has to look at 
the chart to see that Denbigh is just one­
third the distance lo the area in question and 
th ~ t to g!:'t there at all from Sleap requires 
negotiati ng high ground and an airway. 

My log bo k , re littered w ith varied wave 
fli ghts, w hich have origin< led fr . m Dcnbigh 
- some the asy way via an aeroto , oth rs 
via th ridge off a \ inch launch and even a 
couple dir ctly into wav off a standard 
winch I unch. My Diamond height over the 
Conwy Valley several years ,1go originated 
from Denbigh and Lhe mo t recent visit in 
early 1\ pril this year produced a climb to 
over 20,000ft ju t to the south of the cl ub. 
Thi would clearly have gone higher, were it 
n l for the adj, cent airway. A second climb 

few days I at r, about iive miles to the south 
of lw n Bay, ave a personal b st height 
o( 20,500ft and still going up Jt a steady one 
knot. On this occasion and not for the fi rst 
time, the wave slot was rea h cl by a routine 
th rmaJ s ari ng fl ight. 

I woul .I further challenge Vi e's theory that 

100 

when the Conwy is at its best, pilots from 
Denbigh "are probably denied access", for 
the simple reason that, in these conditions, 
the soaring over the Vale of Clwyd is 
actually enhanced and because of that, the 
cloud cover is more broken, al lowing greater 
access. Where I do agree is that pushing 
west can be a struggle, especially in a gl ider 
of lower than, say, 40:1 performJnce and 
this is the reason for upgrading from my 
trusty SF 2 7 some years ago, to a much­
loved ASW 20, with great su cess. 
Terry Banks, EASTBOURNE, East Sussex 

Ageing glider pilots 
I HAVE every sympathy with CIJud , 
Woodhouse ( i\t1o re on old age, Jun -J uly 
2006, pS) and with those others w h have 
been banned from towing or instru ·ting. 
There is no logic to this situation: at least 
one pilot is not permitted to tow gliders 
because of his age, hut is allowed lo fly 
powered aircraft w ith passengers! The artic le 
by AI Nunn and Cordon MacDonald shows 
a grarh of motoring FATALITIES in USA per 
I 00 million mile ·, and for 80-year-o ld · i t is 
fewer than 10! Drive on! 

Back in 1987 (0 tob r-November S&C) 
Bill Scull produced d La showing accidents 
versus age for glider pilots. I have looked 
back over the last few years and found 
similar results to Bill 's. A graph of these 
results is shown below. No accidents w ere 
fuund that had pilots over 80 years. The vast 
majority of accidents are to age groups 
between 40 and 60. If this age group wa 
prohibited from fl ying the insurance rates 
might go dow n. 

As long as old pi I ts can pass mcdica ls 
and flying l sts th y should b , c1 llo ed to fl y, 
otherw1se they should take lubs and/or 
insurers to the court of human rights for age 
discriminati on. 
lemmy Tann r, via email 
BGA Chid · ·wtiv A>te tr.Ht n replie.>: 11 is hoped 

th is u/Jjcc l 

in a mar<! scientiiic m,1nner ,)ne/ mmnwhile the BCA 

will continue to prcs · /il('m un that point. A ing 

pilors on an indiv1dual basis (or appropnate medi , I 

fitn('S~ i15 we// as ot' cour " t"lying ' kill ami knowledge, 

and only then where ne ess, ry l imiting flying ,1Ctivity is 

" prcwen method ui controll1ng n k. 11 1; 0 1 course IJG;\ 

f>Uiil ')' to t;lci litd/(' s,dc fhlrlicip.1tion in the >port 

of glidinR without discrimin. lting against anpmc 

Lemmv Tanner's chart 

p lotting his take on the 

statistics for glider pilot 

accidents plotted against 

pilot age in the UK. See 

Ageing glider pilots, right 
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~ Development News 

Share those bright ideas 
to win your club a prize 
BGA Development Officer Alison Randle (right) explains how you 
can help the gliding movement and put your club in the running 
for a BGA Best Practice Award by sharing what you're doing 

THE BGA Development li am knows 
that the volunteers running your 
gliding clubs are a hard-working 

bunch . In recent years we have seen the 
emergence of a number of crea tive, 
innovative and successful approaches to 
so lving management or operati onal 
problems and issues that are ommon to 
many gliding clubs. We think that the ideas 
we know about are merely the tip of the 
iceberg and strongly suspect there may be a 
good one lurking at most d ubs in the land. 
This in itself is a symptom of one of the 
most persistent issues that we as a team 
(a nd, indeed, the wider BGA tea m) are 
keen to address: that is, how best to share 
informati on about these good ideas between 
clubs and across the sport? 

In discussions about this late last yea r, 
BGA Development Officer Roger Cootc 
(who is also a Regional Examiner and has 
his finger on the club instructor issues 
pul se), proposed a beautifully simple idea: 
"Award 'Best Practi ce Awards' to the clubs 
w ith the best ideJs and reward them w ith a 
place on an instructors' course". Since then, 
he and BGA Development Committee 

hai rman Diana King have developed the 
idea further. The BGA Executive Committee 
has approved the scheme and proposed 
some altern ative pri zes - also of sign ifi cil nt 
value and vvhi ch they hope will prove 
worthwhil e to clubs. 

CLUB GOOD PRACTICE SHARING 
AND BEST PRACTICES AWARDS 

Awards for ideas, practised and tested at 
member clubs and recommended and 
capable of being introduced for the benefit 
of members at other BGA clubs. 

The Best Practi ce AwJrds are offered for 
innovative and effective ideas in <lily aspect 
of club management and operations, 
including for exa mple in the following 
fields: 

- Membership recruitment 
-Membership retention 
- Project finance 
- Other financial management 
-Design of buildings and fac ilities 
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- Operati onal safety 
- Operational effi ciency or effecti veness 
-Disabled flying and Disability 

Discrimination Act compliance 
- Site protection/aerodrome safeguarding 
- Noise limitation and control or other 

environmental practi ce 
-Site supervision 
-Advanced training or coa hing 
-Community benefit 
- Local PR and community liaison 
- Effecti ve management of volunteers 
- Use of technology 
- Sport development 

The Awards will be of signifi cant economi c 
value <llld may include free pl aces on BGA 
instructors' courses (BI , Assi stant or Full 
Rated). free places for club members on 
Technical training courses, or club use of the 
BGA Duo Discus at no or reduced charges. 
The details and nature of pri zes may depend 
on the preferences of the w inning cl ubs. The 
total number of awards made annuall y w ill 
be on a sliding scale and w ill depend on the 
number of ideas submi tted for considerati on. 
Clubs are invited to submit details of their 
ideas to th Good Pra ·ti ce secti on on the 
Club Management section of the BGA 
website- www.gliding.eo.uk/bgainfol 
clubmanagement/index.htm 

Group assessment process 
A small group consisting of the BGA's 
Chief Executive, ChainnJn Development 
Committee ·and Development Offi cer will 
assess applications from member cl ubs 
and make awards recommendati ons to the 
BGA Executive Committee. 

Advice or observati ons from relevant experts 
in specific areas may be sought. 

Criteria: 

Innovative - ideas must have either some­
thing completely new, or appl y exi sting 
ideas or methods in a new way. 

Effective - must have been in use for a suffi­
c ient peri od of time for measurable benefits 
to be identified. 

Evidence of other clubs already adopting 

or borrowing the idea will be seen as a 
positive factor in assessing the oncept. 

Follow up 
Successful clubs w ill be required to assist in 
the promulgJtion of informati on about their 
projects for the benefit of the gliding move­
ment and to help and advise member clubs 
w ishing to implement their recommendations. 

You will no doubt have noti ced, being the 
smart peop le that you are, that more ideas 
submitted mea ns more awa rd s awarded. 
Also, you will have noti ced that this scheme 
applies to ideas th <:~ t have been in use for a 
while. it needs to be "new" idea in that 
your club ca me up w ith it in the first place. 
The Deve lopment Committee w ishes to 
encourage clubs to develop and then to 
share good practices in all aspects of their 
management and operations. 

Although c lubs arc inevitably to some 
extent in competition w ith each other, on 
the whole they have demonstrated in recent 
years that they are will ing to share ideas. 
Clubs that have developed a new concept 
arc also often quite proud of their achieve­
ment and keen to show it off to others. 

The plan is to crea te a more organi sed but 
simpl e way in whi ch the sharing of good 
prac ti ce can be achieved. 

We look forward to hearing about your 
club's approach to improving its manage­
ment and operations. 

Alison Randle 

BGA Development Officer 
alison@gliding.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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www.gliding.co.uklbgainfo


~~ communications News 

Going gliding at Canary Wharf 
BGA Communications Officer 
Keith Auchterlonie explains 
how clubs and the BGA are 
getting together in September 
to promote gliding 

W
E ARE always looking for new ways 
of taking our message to the public. 
Following a suggestion by Richard 

Brickwood of the Cambridge Gliding Centre, 
we have managed to secure use of Canada 
Square at Canary Wharf to run a gliding 
expo, between September 5-7 this year. 

Canada Square is a large grassed arc<~, 
surrounded by tall office blocks full of just 
the sort of person we should be looking to 
attract into gliding. We will be displaying six 
or seven gliders in the square, plus one in 
the foyer of the HSBC headquarters building, 
vvhich overlooks the area, together with the 
BGA simulator and other displays. 

Th BGA Communications & Marketing 
Committee has long held the view that the 
best way to run public events is with the full 
involvement of local clubs. This has been 
borne out at the last two London Air Shows, 
where participating clubs were able to strike 
when the iron was hot - selling cours"s and 
membership directly from the stand. 

Before committing to the Canary Wharf 
project, we wanted to be certain that the 
c lubs around London wou ld support the 
initiative. I am delighted to report that they 
have - w ith manpower and gliders and, 
most importantly, with enthusiasm and the 
professional m<~nner that is needed to make 
this event a success. Together, we hope that 
this will lead a lot of new people to the 
sport and pave the way for future successfu l 
BGNclub collaborations. 

We don't want to focus only on south-east 
England so if you know of opportunities 
elsewhere - even vague ones - where we 
cou ld successfully mount a collaborative 
campaign, please let me know. 

National Gliding Week 
The plan this year was to ask clubs to 
involve their local media with the aim of 
achieving coast-to-coast coverage in the 
local press and on loca l television. 

How successful was it? To be honest, 
I don't know! 

A very smal l number of clubs (five!) 
responded to my request to let us know 
what they did and what the results were. 
Those that responded provided some 
encouragement with all achieving coverage. 
I articularly encour<Jging was that three of 
these five got coverage on either local radio 
or loca l television. 

However, do the five responses indicate 
that only five clubs did anything; that only 

August - September 2006 

Mendip GC was open throughout National Gliding Week. and its publicity officer Terry Hatton achieved superb local 

media coverage, including an airborne BBC radio live broadcast. Among the dignitaries flown was Mrs Phylis Gay. 

who chairs Bath & North East Somerset Council. seen above with club chairman Barry Hogarth (Keith Simmons) 

five c lubs were successful; or that a lot more 
happened but that clubs couldn't be 
bothered to let us know how they got on? 

The BGA is spending your money trying to 
promote the sport and rei ies on hundreds of 
hours of volunteer time to support these 
efforts. We need to ensure that we make 
best use of these investments- please let us 
know what works for you. 

World Championships 
As you wi ll know, the Rritish team had a 
great World Championships. Once again, 
I was pleased b}' the willingne s of the 
locJ I press to report on the involvement and 
progress of competitors from their area. 
(The national media seemed to be obsessed 
by the World Cup, but thJt's another story). 

Following on from my r<1nt Jbout National 
Gliding Week, please remember that the 
local media is generally happy tn report on 

Instructor John "Red·· 

Staley (seen on the left 

in the photograph) 

gets stuck into 

selling courses 

at Fly! The London 

Airshow earlier 

this year. Red is the 

commillee member 
responsible for 

membership 

(covering computing, 

press, promotion 
and publicity) 

at Windrushers GC 

(Photo: Paul Morrison) 

our sport. If you are not sure how to go 
about this, then come along to one of the 
marketing seminars for clubs thJt we w ill 
be running again over the w in ter months. 

Email news subscriptions 
This service has been running now for nearly 
two years and is proving very popu iJr. We 
recently conducted an email poll to gaug 
wheth r we· were getting the level of nt ' nt 
right. More thJn 25 per ent of subscribers 
responded and, oi the e, more than 70 per 
cent said that we were getting it right. Thank 
you to everybody who particip,1tecl in the 
poll . If you haven' t al ready subscri bed, visit 
www.gliding.eo.uk/subscriptions (it's free). 

Keith Auchterlonie 

BGA Communications Officer 
Keith@gliding.co.uk 
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(photos: Cathenne MoubrayiThe Air League) 

THE Air League honoured four glider pilots at its annual reception in May: Mark Parker. Jon Meyer and Andy May 

were awarded framed certificates for 'their outstanding contribution to gliding and aviation and for coming first. 

second and third in the Standard Class of the World Junior Gliding Championships in 2005", while Andy Perkins 

earned the Marshal/ Gold Medal /or "exceptional support to the Air League Educational Trust by a flying scholar­

ship winner". Pictured with HRH The Duke of Edinburgh - who is the Patron of both The Air League and the 

Bntish Gliding Association- are (from left) Jon, Andy May and Andy Perk;ns. For information about The Air 

League's work, see p53 of the June-July S&G. For details of its forthcoming Schneider Trophy Banquet, or how it 

might support your flying through its excellent scholarship scheme. see W\'JW.airleague.co.uk or p46 of this S&G 

Women's cross-country weekend 
TH F flriti~h li •ar women pilot dev Jopment 
programm e continued in June wh en a dozen 
wom en w ent to I_Jsham to sh are kn owledge 
and learn - fiv • team pil o ts gave up th ei r 
1 coekend to run th e ev nl. On Sa turday 
aiterno0 r1 w E· pra cti sed th e t·ips on flyin g in 
th f~ blue 1ve'cl t<1lked about ir1 th e morning. 
More groundschool iollowed, including how 
to get the best uut of web met inio, how to 
p lan fo r a stress-free compl'tition, and tips 
on qui cker centring from Pete Masson. On 

unclay w e sneaked muncl a cross-country 
under difficult conditions. Less e:<periencecl 
pi k l ts fl ew I· it h th e te;-tm in two-seat rs 
- our thJnk. to th LashJm l oc;~ l s who 
vo lunteered P2 seats. Our next event is in 
late August wh en we ta ke two po t·enti al team 
m mber. for J week's eo, ( h ing in Fr,mce, 
v ·nue fm th e n xt W Oill t' n ' VVorl ds. We w i 11 

D URit\JC th e l0st few yems, we h,we seen 
propos,1ls for the development of electroni c 
co lli sion avo idance S)'S tems. In th e main , 
these all use some form uf elec troni c cl i! ta 
lin~ to tr,1nsmitthe GPS cu-orclrnates and 
altitude oi the !lying m.1chine. A comput -•r 
syst em coupl ed to !he d.1ta link is th en 
p rogrammed to cal cul ate whi ch C I'S-d erivecl 
tracks MC likely to con fli ct, and iss ues 
J vvarning. 

There arc three m;1in systems currently 
under clevE' Iopment: <1 1'vlode S tr,mspunder 
based system using somc~ lhi ng C.lll ecl 
ES (Extended Squitter), a system called 
ADS-[1 (Automati c Deperlci ('nt Surveill ance 
-Broadcast) , and ;1 Swi ss-developed glider­
bdsed systt:•m call ed FI.ARiv\. U nfortunatel y 
Jllthree S)'St • rrJs are J t prE•sent inc0mpat ibl c 
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be running further cby/wcekend sessions 
through th-e winter, too. This inil'iative is not 
BCA funded - the team give their lime free, 
bl ag aircrwit, etc. t:lut inevitably costs arise 
from th e logisti cs, and if anyone is able to 
help sponsor th e French coaching week, 
we w oul d he very pi ased to hear frn m yuu 
- coni, et m , Lit Sp. rt'l) l• , f' i;Ntoya@l if' .org 

with each other ,1ncl th erefore in effec tive as 
a univers;:JI el ectronic ,1nti -collision system. 

All three systems ,1re curre ntly e ither 
under tri al or in use, and it is impurtantt hzll 
th e gliding community i.s kept abreast o f 
developments so that ar1y proposed universal 
system is bo th practical , cost-e ffectiv and 
gl ider pilot iri endly. Sailplane & Gliding 
plans to take> ;1 k·'<Hi in keep ing g lider p il o ts 
informed of th e merits o each system by 
providing bal,lll ccd Jrti c les and rcpmts of 
developmen ts ct s th ey unfold. Oickil' Feake; 

NU\! is-.ue ~v i// i/!( /u(j(• ,l n i /CC(J(JJ J( ui n A R.·VI /I! 115(' 

from on(· of the (irst U K pilots to in stall it in hi . .; Rlif h1r 

- ,uu.l i ( yuu'vc got sui.J s tc~nti ... ll g l i rling e.xpcn c•nce o f I he 
pros ,)!)(/ cuns uf , 1//}' u( t !Je~r · ~- ;ten 1~, S&C Hn ufd t;J,t; 

lo f1 ear {rum yuu t•d i!o!@'-dilpl 11 ~.~ndgJl d i n_g.L~> .uk 

Chang 
on the 

• orzon 
Patrick Naegeli celebrates the 
British Team's success, reports 
on club chairmen's feedback, 
and flags up some critical 
questions that the Association 
is now having to consider 

"THE 130YS clon e good." There are 
relatively fevv similarities betwee r1 the 
worlds of football and gliding, but 

some ui the clich es cross th e boundary 
easily enough. This on e, despite its flagrdrlt 
clisreg~rcl for grammar, neatly sums up our 
teJm's tremendous showing <lt th e VVorlcl 
Championships in Sweden. Ex c 1 1i n nal 
p rfo rm <mu~s ,,cross the board , by <1 high ly 
tal ented set oi pilots, resulted in wh at the 
tJbloids would probably have ca ll ed 
"a medal ircnzy" . The obvi ous pri de w e 
should tak in the t am '~ achi w men! must 
also c.: xten cl to the world -class ,, ncl nti re ly 
volunt ee r coaching structure th al upports it. 
A tremendous tcom result in the broadest 
sense oi the words. 

Like many others I track d lh progr ss 
of th e team in Sw ecl n on a re~ul a r b<1 is: 
experi encing th e "hi ghs ncl low s" - anoth er 
c li ch6, I'm Z'! frai d, and no t th IJsl - through 
th e daily results p ste el on the offi c ial 
websit c and then getting th e reil I st Jry o f 
what 1.vas h<1ppening from th e tea m 's 
intern et report s. it's interesting to note how 
impor ta nt and popul ar th e bl og is bccon1ing 
in rcpmting su _h vent. ; no t on ly is it 
engag ing, it i.; innucnti altoo - Ba lcirick, 
ior exampl e. is no longer just Petc Harvey's 
tru stwo rthy u ew, he is rapidly becoming 
a glohJ I hrand . 

Whils t I knuw th at lOmpeli t ion gliding is 
nut o f dir >ct interest I everyone, vve should 
oil recognise the varie ty o f ways in whi ch 
it m c1 kes d signi ncd nt contribution to th 
lwa lth or the >liding mew ment. lt c;u1, 
for cx .o mr lc, insp ire Jnd rnutivil te pilots 
lo r.1i s l h ir levels o f pertormance; thP 
spectacle o f competition provi des , good 
basis for gen rating publi c ity, th ereby 
help ing ld ise levels o f Zlwareness o f gliding; 
and st rong internJ ti onal performances 
improve ur chances oi obta ining gr;u11 
fund ing and sponsorsh ip. 

Thzll 's wh)' I beli eve it is importa nt fo r us 
to ce lebrate succes_ and endeavour in qual 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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~ BGA Executive News 

Channel Gliding Club at Waldershare Park ts the closest BGA member. geographically speaking, to mainland Europe. But in terms of regulation, of course, all of British gliding is 

now inextricably part of Europe. and the BGA is getting nearer to the final settlement of a number of key issues arising from this altered regulatory environment. The Association, 

says its chairman. Patrick Naegeli, is now considering what its specific roles might be under the new regime and what change and investment might be required as a result 

measure at all levels- regional, national and 
international. 

In the last S&G I laid out the four key 
challenges facing British Glid ing- making 
sustainable progress on growing membership 
levels; maintaining the motivation and 
supporting the development of post-solo 
pilots; our requi rement for a more coherent 
operations framework; and the need to 
secure necessary freedoms aga inst the back­
drop of a ch~nging regulatory environment. 
New work w ill start over the coming weeks 
in the first three of these areas and I w ill 
summari se progress in future issues of S&G. 

Much of the time since my last report, 
however, has been taken up with regulatory 
matters. A number of people- David 
Roberts, Terry Slater, Cm Withal I, Peter 
Saundby, Pete St ratten, and j im Hammerton, 
to name but a few- lead the BGA's efforts 
on a range of fronts. Their work has put the 
BGA in a strong position to influence key 
decisions that will be taken by nationa l and 
pan-national regu latory authoriti es. Despite 
this, though, we cannot always pred ict with 
complete certainty either the final out-turn 
of individual regulatory developments or 
the timescales w ithi n which matters w ill be 
progressed and resolved. The BGA has, 
therefore, tried to keep its options as open 
as possible and not commit to any decisions 
about making procedural, structural or other 
changes until it is absolutely certa in that it 
is adopting the optimal way forward. 

lt appears, however, that we are getting 
closer to the final settlement of a number of 
key issues. A flurry of recent activity has led 
to sign ificant progress on such mJtters as 
the registration and certification of pre and 
post-September 2003 UK gliders under 
EASA (the European Aviation Safety Agency), 
the transition of our current inspection and 
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maintenance regime to comp ly w ith 
EASA Part M, arid the MDM.032 review 
of the scope of regu lation applicable to 
gliding and other iorms of general aviation. 

Details on these and other regu latory 
developments will oppear elsewhere. 
The reJson I mention them now is that 
whil st the BGA is still not yet at a point 
where it needs to go firm on the details of 
what its specific roles might be under the 
new regulatory regime, it does now need 
to consider how much it believes it shou ld 
take on in the interests of the movement 
and whot change and investment might be 
requi red as a consequence. 

Work has now stJrted on this and the 
investigation and review of implementation 
options w ill be linked to the progress Jnd 
potential outcome of ongoing discussions 
and negotiations with regulatory bodies. 

If I step back ior one moment and look 
at the BGA's agenda, it is clear that wear 
rapid ly approaching the point where a new 
round of consultation and co-ordination 
between the BGA and its member clubs 
w ill be required. Shortly after taking office 
I wrote personally to each club cha irman. I 
have received replies from many, but not all 
-an unashamedly unsubtle hint on my pJrt 
ior more to get back to me. lt is clear from 
those who replied thJt they wou ld l ike the 
BGA to continue to take a lead in addressing 
the longer-term strJtegic issues as well as 
providing support w ith mJtters of more 
immediate significance- for example, 
rising insurance costs, externJ lly imposed 
restrictions on the freedoms of o lder pilots, 
and keeping regu lution and governance 
and central costs to a minimum. I am now 
following up my letter by spe<1k ing directly 
w ith each club chairman to see how we can 
best make thi s a properly collective effort. 

Along with the regular contact that the BGA 
has with clubs, including this autumn's 
annual ha irman's Conference, and a 
planned round of club visits by Executive 
Committee members, we should have plenty 
of opportunity to discuss icleJs and concerns. 

I began by applJuding the success of the 
British Team in Sweden. I'd like to conclude 
by acknowledging the good work of another 
BGA team that is also clearly "firing on Jll 
cylinders" (the last c liche, I promise). Our 
CommunicJtions Officer, Keith Auchterlonie, 
and the BGA's Communications and 
Marketing Committee Cha irman, Marilyn 
Hood, have been leading a small team 
organising a gliding expo at Canary Wharf 
in September. Following a recent meeting 
between the team and a number of clubs 
that are also going to be involved I received 
very positive feedback on the work of the 
team and the potential va lue of the event to 
the clubs -yet another example of really 
effective teamwork. Well done and good 
luck for September. 

~~ 
~ Patrick Naegeli 

chairman@gliding.co.uk 
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Mountain High Oxygen 
We are now authorised distributors 
for the full range of MH Oxygen EDS 
and XCR systems. Visit our website 
to view the full range. 

Winter Bordgerate 
Instruments 
The very best German precision 
Jm,trurnents. ViSit our website to 
view the full rangP.. 

Colibri 
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recorrls or con pellhon fUght~ 
11 i small in size, but big 1n 
functionality. Standalone 11 
1..; u~ful for navigation, wmd 
calculat nand tracking of en ine 
status. Full details on our webstte. 

£594.99 inc VAT 
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Microair 760 Radio 
This fantastic little 57 mm radio 
has recently be updated to version 
"N" and is better than ever. 

£646.25 inc VAT 

These all new vr:I'Slons replace the 
840 and 850 with the addition of 
newt chnology and functions. 

£975.00 inc VAT 

GPS, PDA Cable and 
Mount Specialists 
Visit our website to vi w the nge. 

Camelbac 
Unbottled 2litres 
Leak-proof fully insulated 
bottle offers up to 3 hours 
of cool, clean water. 

£29.38incVAT 

Gadringer Seat Harness 
Replacement seat harness for mo 1 

gliders in a full range of colours. 

prices start at: £269.08 
incVAT 

and our Heritage is 

we have 15 years 
experience in all 
kinds of repair, 

simply call for advice. 

TEL. 01452 741 463 
M. 07860 542028 

SALES@SVSP.CO UK 

PASSAGE ROAD, ARLINGHAM 
GLOS. GL2 7JR 

Climate and dusty Covers 
Why be afraid o f dust, rain and sun? Protect 
your airplanes with effective covers from 
Sweden. All covers are made o f white 
waterproof web and have very high UV pro­
tection. All Sewing is with double thread . 
We give you 4 years guarantee on the 
Materials. Easy to wash. I will send product 
and materials information if you wish. 

For more information 
Lars-Erik Blom, Emfo AB Sweden 

Fax 46 504 15161 
Email: emfo@telia.com 
Internet: www.emfo.se 

No jet u · same Time Zone 
u en tral Europe 

Coaven' 1 ovemi~ht f1i hb 
to .ap• lown Joh~nnnburg 

friPndl) Club Atmusphrre 
( , aufield tacilili.,.. 

World Cl ~ Guest Houses 
within 4km' uf the airfield 

Ideal cross country conditioru 
Strong thermal , high cloud bu n 

and oafe outlanaling conalltioru 

Excellent fleet of well equipped gliders 

001ily Met BriefinP. 
·rur.. Planning and Guul.ance 

c.,._ C.:ountry 1i 'nmg 
with world renown e~J""rtS 

Brian and Gill Spm:kley 

P 1 flight 01naly io with R b Rebb«k 

Wllll"ll fnt 

Soaring S faris 

~- - I 

www.soaring-safa ris.com 
inf soaring·safaris.com 

Dick Bradley : +27 83 280 1028 
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Established by prominent figures in British gliding, Joint 

Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insurance 

agency in Europe. 

0044 (0)1420 88664 for general enquiries 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

0044 (0)1420 88706 
0044 (o)78o2 708670 
0044 (0)1420 542003 

Bernadette Pollard 
Terry Joint mobile 
Facsimile 

email: bernadette.polla rd@joi ntaviation.co.u k 

Joint Aviation Services Ltd 
... Our task, your security 

Joint Aviation Services limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 
Hants GU34 4BY 

www.joint.co.uk 

Authorised and 
regulated by the 
Financial Services 

Authority 

fly the Vale of York 

• Bnlliant site • Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • 2 winches 
• Fleet: 2 x K13, Acro 3 and DG505, 2 seaters, Astir, Junior and K8 single seaters • Motor glider for fas ter glider 
training • Approved site for glider p ilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day 
operation • 1-5 day courses available • Fixed price to solo £1,250.00 (aerotow, motorglider and winch) 

Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 Fox: 01904 738109 emoil: york.glidingcentre@btintemet.com www.york.glidingcentre.co.uk. 
York Gliding 

Centre 

The Black Mountains Gliding Club 
THE GLIDER PILOTS PLAYGROUND 

Talgarth has something for everyone. From beginner to pundit you will find flying 
really interesting and challenging. 

Professional tuition is available 7 days a week, and mini courses can be tailor made 
to suit the time you have available. Courses inc'lude - ab-initio, confidence building, 
hillsoaring, cross country, bronze C and instructor course preparation. 

Our superb flying conditions allow significantly longer than average flight times. 

Why not join our friendly group for a day or two? 

For more details:- Visit our web site~ E mail~ Telephone 01874 711463 
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A nevv solution fo·r your 
glider insurance needs 
HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Division have put in place a facility for all your gliding insurance 
needs. Backed by 100% Company Underwriters security and offering competitive terms, it is serviced 
by one of the most experienced aviation teams in the London market. 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited is a major international risk management, insurance broking and 
employee benefits organisation . We offer companies, partnerships and individuals innovative and 
proactive solutions ta ilored to their needs. 

For further information please contact: 

Tony Mitchison Malcolm French 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 7661 2835 
Em ail: tonymitchison @ hsbc.com 
Facsimile: +44 (0)20 7661 2933 

Telephone: +44 (0)20 7661 2883 
Email: malcolm.french @ hsbc.com 

Aviation Division, HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited, Bishops Court, 
27-33 Artillery Lane, London E1 7LP, United Kingdom. 

~ www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com 

HSBC Insurance Brokers is a Lloyd's Broker and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 

August - September 2006 
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PLATYPUS 

People who don't 
need people 

A FEW YEARS clgo I was soaring along cl 
mountain range in anoth er country and 
rea li sed from radio messages that sever<ll 
pilots hJd taken off from the same site a bit 
earlier, heading in the same direction as 
myself. Since, unlike me, they Jll hJd self­
launching solo gliders, they had no need 
of anyone's help in getting airborne. Before 
taking off they had not met at any agreed 
spot to discuss the weather or <:1 common 
task that would get the best out of the 
weather or maximise the exchange of vi tal 
information while airborne. They had of 
course no need to ask a friend to be ready to 
retrieve them. The fl ying, though enjoyable 
in itself, lacked that competitive edge or 
sense of joint endeavour - or the mind­
concentrating possibility of landing in some 
pasture, forest, sw,1 mp or dry lake- that 
I personall y find essential. When each pi lot 
got back he taxied up to the ramp, parked 
his glider, put on the covers Jnd toddl cl off 
home. During the whole day I never set eye 
on any of them either in the air or on the 
ground. lt was just like a commercial power­
flying centre, where people arri ve, fl y and 

'Glider pilots need to be turned into 
house-trained citizens, and the old 

system did that' 

depart with minimal interaction throughout. 
If this is the future, the old camarJderie 

will soon wither awJy entir ly. Fifty years 
ago even the most nerd ish, introverted and 
self-sufficient of us pilots- quite J few fitted 
that description - needed the voluntary, 
unpaid help of friends. Glider-pilots needed 
-and stil l need - to be turned into house­
trained citizens, and the old system did that. 
We then discovered that we enjoyed each 
other's company even when the weJther was 
unflyable. These gatherings of individuals 
were known as- wait for it - clubs. We 
have clubs here in the UK. till , but we have 
the example which I have just discussed as il 
warning of what lies in store. W ithout the 
cuntinuJt ion of a strong club spirit I don't 
know how we will defend gliding aga inst 
airspace pr~'dators or other threil ts. 
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De-skilling of gliding 
A whole range of flying skills h<Js been lost. 
Who todily can navigate without GPS, or fly 
a glider safely in cloud? As for the vanished 
art of speedy and effic ient crewing- without 
radio - we should set up a memorial on a 
hill somewhere to the Unknown Crew. I can 
envisage the sculpture (a bronze relief, 
probably) as I write. Batt ling aga inst sleep, 
the heroic driver peers intently over the 
steering-wheel of an open-topped car, while 
<1 companion scans the sky for <Jny sign of 
the pilot. They don't make men, or women, 
like that any more. 

'Nhere are the new pilots to come from? 
I know il number o f brilliant young British 

pilots - and Jay Rebbeck will rightl y make 
great play with th is- but Jll the ones I know 
were wheeled into clubs in their buggies 
long before they were ab le to wa lk. Some 
even underwent soaring flight before they 
were born . That is to say, their pJrents were 
glider pilots and gave them every encouragc-

'The gliding movement cannot depend 
on breeding its own replacements .. .' 

ment. That is admirable- but the gliding 
movement cannot depend on breeding its 
own replacements, and even if the numbers 
were sufficient (they <Hen't) the replacement­
cycle is painfu lly slow - and expensive. 
Where are the aviation-crazy kids who 
in the pJst would come in ofi the street 
and say, "Mister, I wil l do anything (wel l, 
practically anything) to learn to glide"? 

Almost everywhere, the urge for instant 
gratification -the unwillingness to make any 
sacrifice for a long-term goal - is causing the 
numbers of new pilots to decline. Well, that 
is my explanJtion for the decline, but there 
could be others. 

Gasping for water 
Thirty years have gone by in the twinkling of 
an eye. In 1976, as in 2006, there was a 
greJt drought and a heat wave in England. 
Many of us thermal led to 9,000 ft above the 
parched ground in clear air, flying our new 
plastic ships, such JS Standard Cirruses or 
Kestrel 19s. Since a 4,000 ft cloudbase is 
ordinaril y considered a nice altitude to 
have, these unaccustomed new bases were 

navigJtional ly disorientating. A town seven 
mi les away that one was used to seeing at 
an angle of five degre s appeared, w hen 
viewed from 12", to be very much closer. 
"That can 't be Aylesbury!", I said one day, 
pressing on over the bleached pril irie in 
search of Aylesbury. Presently I saw the 
unmistakable Whipsnilde chalk lion when at 
4,000 ft above glide path, royally messing 
up what vvas intended to be a low-level 
arrival at Dunstable. TI1us I learnt to trust the 
primitive Cambridge glide computers; these, 
though they of course had no CPS input and 
did require you to identify some landmarks 
properl y by map-reading (Ouh, what 's that, 
Grandpa?) were capable of making it clear 
that the town c1 lmost underne<Jth you cou ld 
not be anything but Aylesbury. 

'Gigantic swarms of little flies' 

This tendency to overshoot on final glides 
was often ou tweighed by swarms of little 
flies which doubtless hatched ou t in abnor­
mal numbers in the heat. They immolated 
themselves on our wi ngs, destroying per­
formance- and probably causing for the first 
time serious interest in bug-wi rers. Leading 
edges were solid b i<Jck - I mean literally 
hundreds of tiny corpses per squc1re inch. 
I have never wi tnessed such a density of 
clead critters on wings before or since 1976. 

How to be sure 
you'll NOT be on TV 

W hJt got me started on this was the water­
rationing in this summer of 2006. A drought 
is when there is no water; a Drought is when 
the Government has rea li sed there is no 
water, and decides to ban improper use of 
water. I was putting my aged, 160,000-mi le 
BMW through a carwash this June when a 
television crew stuck a camera and a micro­
phone in my face and demanded to know, 
since the drought had been elevated to a 
Drought Jbout half an hour eilrlier, why 
I wa. wasting precious water on this vehic le. 
For J moment I considered saying someth ing 
earthy while pulling my trousers down, since 
th is would render both the sound and the 
pictures unusable in prime time television 
news. However I quickl y thought thJt some 
jok r might pick thi s unused material off the 
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f38C's cutting-room floor and post in on the 
interne!, whether for laughs or for money. 
So I took the opposite tack and instead 
launched into a prolonged lecture on the 
economics of UK and US water distribution, 
the development o f (now decaying) Victorian 
infrastructure, and on the effie<1cy of pricing­
mech.:misms in a free-m.:1rket economy in 
conserving not only water but oil and 
va rious other scarce, tradable commodities 
worldwide. This m ind-numbing monologue 
was deliberately devoid of any 15-second 
sound-bites that might be screened. lt seems 
that this worked, and I achieved my aim of 
not being public ly pilloried for not wishing 
to drive a dirty car. 

Anyway, let's get back to gliding. (In the 
nick of time' Ed.j 

own the plughole 
There was in 1976 serious tJik of restrict ing 
the use of wa teriJillldst by glider-pilo ts. At 
one big competit ion at Dunstable, the pilots 
were advised to sily, if any memhers of the 
public objected to our wJstefu ll y streaming 
plumes of Wel ter behind us as we swept in 
our iinill be.:ll-ups, "We <Jre only using our 
bathwaterl" I w<ls not clea r wlwther this 
meant thJt we should all ciJim to be 
recy~· ling our u>ed bathwater by siphon ing 
it from the bilthtub into our b.:1ll.tst-tanks (fill 
chance) OR thilt we were only putting into 
ou1· w ing-tnnks the same quantity of water 
which the Queen ztll owed her subjects to 

'This would imply that none of 
the pilots had had a bath for 
15 to 20 very sweaty days' 

bathe in every day. This would of course 
imply that none of the tumpetiti on pil ots 
had a bath for 15 to 20 very swenty days, 
if you include a practice period, and that 
members of the public should not stand 
downwind of them or indeed get anywhere 
near them. That might explain why we 
weren't approached by any wou ld-be 
protesters in "1976. 

However, the environment<JI movement is 
much stronger in 2006 and things cou ld get 
ugly. M y advice would be to keep the ballast 
aboard the whole time, even if the field is a 
bit rough - but if you find you have breached 
the instructions in the pilot 's notes and 
invalidated your insurance, don 't blame me. 

Th ri 11 of the new 
Just in case you thi nk that my defence of the 
Golden Age of Gliding means that Platypus 
how dwells exclusively in the glorious past, 
let me assure you that in the three months 
t'vlarch-May this year I have flown cross­
country in three different glider types that 
I'd never flown before, in three countries, 
and shall be writing about each soon. 

1 mdbird((odircon.co.uk 
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The Golden Age of Gliding is ... now! • 

PLATYPUS argues entert<J iningly in last issue 
dnd this that the Golden Ag~ of Gliding is 
over, writes jay Rebbeck. 

Certainl y, the sport has a heritage to be 
proud of, and London GC, where Platypus 
and I debateJ the topic earlier this ye<Jr, is a 
prime example. lt was at the hcilrt of the 
UK's fledgling gliding movement and some 
of Britain's first gl iders bungy-l aunched off 
Dunstable Downs in the ·19.10s. However, 
if we were <1ble to ask some of those eilrl y 
<Jviation pioneers what they thought wou ld 
be possible in 2006 I'm sure they wou ld be 
astounded by what has now been achieved. 

The concept of fly ing downwind of some 
of the vvorlcl 's largest mount,1in ranges to 
exploit lee waves would have seemed 
outrageous back then. lt wou ld h,we been 
unirnilginable that a glider wou ld be Jble tu 
soar as high dS 49,000ft , the current world 
altitude record. lt would h<lvt' hPc'n similarlv 
diffi cult to believe that a glid ·r cou ld fly ' 
3,009km in a _inglc 15-hour fli ght, as Klaus 
O hlmann manag cl in 200'- . To put that 
flight in perspedive, if ynu were to glide 
from London to Moscow you'd still have 
several hundred kilometres to go to mJtch 
Kl ~1us' clist<li1Ce. 

What is parti cularly amazing about the 
modern era of gliding is the breadth of 
experience thJt is now ava ilab le. For a few 
hundred pounds you cou ld buy a vintage 
glider that you could stay up and enjoy 
all day. Fur £10,000 you -an easily buy a 
first solo glid •r like ,1 Libel le, ASW 1 'i or a 
DG-1 00. A gl ider like that can comfortably 
take you round your first cross-countries, 
ilnd for the competitive, through regiona l 
and n<1tion<1 l chilmpionships. With the 
arrival uf the Club Class, competitive gliding 
is now <JVJ iiJble to a wide audience. 

As wel l as being accessible <Jnd a ford­
ilblc, you can also xpect to gel a lot more 
out of your gliding today than ever before. 
For exJmple, 22 pi lots pushed second­
gener, ti un gl idcrs round 500km at the UK 
Club Cl<tss N, tionals I<Jst year. Whilt wou ld 
have been exceptional in a Libelle in 1970 
is considered the norm tod<Jy. Two r11<1in bits 
of technology have helped make this 
hJppen. The first is the w,1y glider pilots 
have embraced Gf)S. Although Pl<1typus 
IJillE'nts the lost art of map navigation, I'd 
argue th<Jt the pilots that fl y the f<Jstest ahcl 
furthest are those th,lt master both the m,lp 
and their satellite navigation . After all no 
gizmo can ever tel l you wher the next 
street leads or whether that distant cu is 
before your next tu rnpoinl. The second bit of 
technology that's enabled us to squeeze 
more out of our sport is the intcrnet. The 
<Jcccss we now hilve tu weather forecasting 
inform<Jtion means we ca n maximise the fly­
ing we get out of the fickle British weather. 
As well as helpi ng u. to task into the best 
areas of the country, it also means we CCJ n 
choose the best rbys tu fly. 

i\ny pi lot that hJs had the good fortune to 
fly one of the IJtest high performance gl iders 
would also be h<J rd pushed to s<Jy the thil t 
golden er<J of gliding is over. The I<Jtest 
production racing gliders can be riggeJ 111 
15 minutes, ballastcd up to half J metric 
tonne, cruise comfort,1bly at BOkt, and cil n 
qu ickl y JC:telerate to a top speed of 150kt. 
In add ition, you g •t sublime h;mdling, safe 
sta ll Jnd spin harJcteristi cs, a comfortable 
ride ,1nd an ,1 ircraft that most p ilo ts would 
consider to be aesthetica ll y qui te stunni ng. 

A> a Brit ish glider p ilot there's plenty more 
reasons to be optimistic about the future o f 
gliding. A glance at the Sweden World 
Chilmpionships results and our I.:Jtc. t hdul 
of medals onfirrns our position as the 
world's dominant gliding n<Jtion at the very 
epicentre o f the interniltionill g liding scene. 
This sue ess signifies d thriving sport with a 
developmen t and coach ing ystem th<Jt goes 
all the way down to the gr,lssruots level. 
You only have to look ut the entry list for the 
Junior Nationals every ye<lr unci sec SO-plus 
pilot. desperilte to rly to see that the future 
of our sport is in good shapt'. The British 
1-2-J finish at last year's Junior World 
C:h<mlpionships also showed how effectively 
our trdining progrilmme has been in passing 
on the knowledge of our s ·nior gliding team 
to our young up-and-coming pilots. 

Another posi tive trend is th<Jt the demand 
for compet itive gliding is increasing massively. 
A particularly interesting development is the 
gliding Grand Pri x, which m<Jy yet provide 
a media friendly showca e for our sport. 
The basic idea is tu have short races with 
yachting style st,1rts ilnd small c iLJss s of 
similar-performance gliders. The concept 
was trialled successfully in New Zeil land 
and saw running commentary, helicopters 
filmin • the fleet and daily coverage. 

With further qualifying event p iJnned 
around the world this year- including in th e 
UK Jt Cambridge this summer- it wil l be 
interesting to see what the Grand Prix can 
do for the pub lic perception of gliding. 

The golden era of gliding is far from over. 
Eilsy-to-use, excellent-performance gliders 
,J re atTordable to a w ide audience <md the 
Club CI<Jss hils m<Jde competitive gliding 
accessible to J much w ider audience. 
The UK has a thriving <J nd rapid ly growing 
regional, national and internationJI 
competition scene, J world-leading Junior 
NJtionals scene, and a development training 
programme thil t will keep world champions 
coming for years tu come. There are 
ever-increasing opportunities for the sport 
to grow wi th new styles of med i<J-iriendly 
competitions that could pave the way for 
yachting-styll· coverage in the future. 
Furthermore, W(' can fl y further, higher and 
faster than could only be dreamt of when 
glid ing started in th is country. 

In conclusion: the Golden Age o f 
.licl ing is now. 
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FLIGHT TEST: BEE 15MB 

New Bee joins the swarm 

Jochen Ewald flies the latest 
"microlight motorglider" -
the recently certified Bee 15MB 

W
E' RE starting to see a new breed of 
aircra ft in Europe's skies. Because 
the maximum weight for single-se<Jt 

microlights is JOOkg (66'l lb)- or 322.5kg 
(71 11b) in several European countries 
if equipped with a BRS (ballistic r overy 
system), which is mandatory in Germany 
for microlights- some designers have used 
this less restrictive certifi cation category to 
develop self- launch ing motorgliders with 
retractable engines. 

The first " microlight" motorglider type 
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Above and main picture, opposite: Klaus Seemann flying the Bee 15MB prototype above Ostheim/R/Ji:in air1ield 

Left: EASA type-certified as a single-seat microfight, the Bee 15MB is a self-launcher with a sJngte-cyfinder engme 

Below, clockwise from left: The panel has room for a standard set of instruments. The cockpit's right side, showing, 

from front, BRS (red handle). fuel cock (red knob), air vent (black knob), back-rest adjuster and "pump" to inject fuel 

to start a cold engine. Left cockpit wall. front to rear: Airbrake, linked to wheelbrake (b lue handle); throttfe (black 

button); flaps (black handle); and spring trim (green button) (Photos: Jochen Ewald} 

certified in Germany was the Italian/German 
Air Energy AE-1 Silent, w ith an electric 
motor, then came the Czech ProFe Banjo 
MH and the German Wezel Apis 2, based 
on the originally Slovenian Albastar Apis 
lightweight glider. Now Klaus Seemann of 
NKS and Waiter Eisele of Flugschule Monte 
Baldo have type cert ified thei r Bee 15MB, 
another design based on the Apis and 
manufactured by AMS in Slovenia, as a 
microlight. These last three use the litt le 
Gi:ibler-H irth F-338 single cylinder engine. 

The latest addition to the swarm, the I ight­
weight Bee 1 MB, looks like J "grown-up" 
self-launcher. Manufactured w ith excellent 
craftsmanship from glass-fibre and carbon­
fibre, with its 15-metre span and fiJperons 
(combined ailerons and flaps nearly the 

whole length of the traili ng edge), only 
its low weight- 218kg (4811b) including the 
junkers M agnum BRS, about 203kg w ithout 
-and w ingloading mark the differen e 
between it and conventional modern gliders. 

This light weight meJns, of course, you 
can't achieve the high-speed performance 
modern Stand<lrd Class gliders offer. But 
instead it gives you <1 lot of independence. 
You can easily rig it in a few minutes with 
only one helper (or, w ith rigging aids, even 
alone). One w ing weighs just 7.5kg (83 1b), 
less than you have to carry at the wingroot 
of most " reil I" gliders. 

The rigging system is a conventional 
tongue-tongue w ing connection with two 
main bolts and automatic flaperon and 
ai rbrake connection, and the tailplane is 
pushed in from the front with the elevator 
blades sliding into 'moving pockets' on the 
ta ilfin, and then secured by a built-in 
vertica l screw w ith spring lock. Securing the 
wing's main bolts is a bi r fiddly- a screw 
through each bo lt secures it and pulls the 
spar tongues logether to prevent them from 
bending/tw isting under high loads. 

The big canopy opens forwards, held by 
a gas strut, and is equipped with a one-lever 
canopy jetti son mechanism (becau e aircraft 
rescue systems are not mandatory in all 
countries). The large cockpit is comfortable 
for pi lots of almost any size; the pedal and 
upper end of the backrest can be adjusted 
in ilight, although the low seat can make 
cl imbing out of the cockpi t J bit of an effort. 
But, since this aircraft comes equipped wi th 
BRS, getti ng out quickly is les of a concern. 

The rescue system is fixed in the baggage 
compartment behi nd the par tongues, 
deploying diagonal ly forwards and upwards :-
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FLIGHT TEST: IBEE 15MB 

and supporting the Jircraft with /\ramidfibre 
rope around the spar tongues. I personally 
would prefer a further connection directly 
to the fuselage in case the wings come off, 
but this is not (yet) required by the German 
certification rules. As the deployment point 
is in front of the extended drive, the ignition 
is automatically disconnected as soon as 
the BRS handle is pulled. 

I disliked how the shoulder straps are fixed 
to the diagonal struts inside the fuselage 
behind the pilot. This holds the required 
loads, but the straps will soon show wear 
and might have to be replaced after relatively 
little use. But this is easy to modify. 

The drive system was designed and built 
by one of the most experienced retractable 
power unit developers for motorgliders: 
Waiter Binder (who also powered the Eta, 
which at 850kg (1875lb) sits at the other 
end of the glider weight range!). He used 
the smaU, 28hp single-cylinder two-stroke 
Gobler-Hirth F 33BS with dual ignition, 
installed between two aluminium carrying 
booms, swinging out driven by an electric 
spindle and driving the wooden 1.34m NKS 
propeller via a 1:2.5 belt drive reduction. 

Binder's principles are: a robust, simple 
design and mainly manual operation sup­
ported by an ILEC engine control instrument 
(he thinks that 'fully automatic electronically 
operation' still fails too often). The engine 
bay doors remain open during operation. 

To extend the engine, I turn the mains 
connector on and press the drive extension 
switch upwards until a green LED indicates 
that it is fully extended. Pushing forwards 
the propeller stop button (secured against 
unintentional use), switching the ignition on 
and pressing the starter button, starts the 
engine. If cold, there is a manual (rubber 
ball) pump to inject fuel. With the engine 
being quite stiffly connected to its carrier, 
and the engine bay doors open, there is 
some vibration and noise in the cockpit 
- good headphones are recommended. 

With an empty mass of 218kg, full fuel 
tank (141 = 1 0.5kg) and my 80kg in the 
cockpit, we are still 14kg (30ib) clear of the 
max take-off mass and the c of g is about 
central. During the full throttle check with 
the wheelbrake (connected to the airbrakes), 
the lightweight motorglider wants to nod on 
its belly; somebody should hold the tail 
down. During acceleration on the concrete 
runway without a wing runner, the fully 
pu~r led e'levator is efficient enough to prevent 
this. The large flaperons, set to '4', allow 
early leveHing of the wings, and the Bee 
15MB lifts off after a short ground run. 

After acceleration to the optimal climbing 
speed of 85km/h (46kt), it climbs with an 
indicated rate of 2.5m/s (nearly 5kt) at a 
good angle. The engine produces its max 
power at 5,950rpm, and there is still' enough 
reserve before I reach the engine's permitted 
rpm of 6,500 at 1 05km/h (57kt). 

The trim range is not entirely satisfactory. 
During the full-throttle climb, the lowest 
speed I could trim was for 95km/h (51 kt), 
so I had to hold the stick slightly back, and 
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TECHNICAL DATA 

Length 

Span 

Wing area 

Flap settings 

Aspect ratio 

Empty weight 

Max. take-oH weight 

Minimum speed 

VNE (with BRS) 

VNE (without BRS) 

Minimum sink 

Best glide angle 

Engine 

Propeller 

Fuel capacity 

Fuel consumption 

6.42m. 21h 

ISm, 49h 2in 

12.26m2 (132sq h) 

+9 (5) , +5 (4) . 0 (3), ·5 (2). -7'(0) 

18.3 

218kg (incl. BRS, instruments) 

322.5kg 

c. 60kmi h. 32kt 

220km/h, t 18kt 

245km/h, 132kt 

0.6m/s at 80kmih ( 1 .2kt at 43kt) 

39 at 89kmih (48kt) 

Gobler-Hirth F33BS one-cylinder. 

two-stroke, 20.6 kW/28hp 

NKS 2-Biatt wood. 

diameter 1. 34 m 

14 titres (2-stroke 1:50 

or 1 :80 wit!\ Blue Max) 

9 1/h in climb 

Basic price (excl. instruments, BRS and VAT): 46.849.14 

Data: AMS Flight, S/ovenia 

http://Www.ams-flight.sil 

with the engine running idle (3,000rpm) it 
was 85km/h (46kt). I reached 1 ,OOOm 
(3,281 ft) after seven minutes, giving me an 
average full throttle climb rate of 2.4m/s 
(4.6kt), with the engine temperatures 
remaining well in the green. Cruising in 
level flight with reduced throttle, the engine 
reaches its rpm limit at 125km/h- but fast 
cruising is not what retractable-engined 
motorgliders are designed for ... 

After allowing the engine to cool a little, 
I switch off. At 80km/h (43kt), the prop soon 
stops rotating and the stop can be activated. 
Now, flying a bit faster rotates the prop into 
its vertical lock, and after 17 seconds of 
pressing the switch the drive unit disappears. 
During retraction, the c of g moves back­
wards, and the previously trimmed speed 
decreases by 1 Okm/h (5-kt). lt took me 
20 seconds to extend the engine again. 

The Gobler-Hirth F-338 engine 

The Bee 15MB's stall is gentle: about 
4km/h (2kt) above the stall speed, buffeting 
starts, and the indicated minimum speed 
with the flaps set to 5 was 58km/h or 31 kt 
(4 : 60; 3: 62; 1: 70km/h or c. 38kt) . Pull•ing 
the stick further back increases the buffeting, 
until it gently starts dropping a wing and 
immediate recovers after easing the stick 
forwards. Airbrakes open, stall speeds are 
about Bkm/h (4kl) higher, and with the 
engine operating at full power they are 
about 4km/h (2kt) higher. 

Soaring is simply fun. The long flaperons 
give it an excellent 45° roll rate of 3.6 
seconds at 95km/h (51 kt) with the flaps set 
to 4, and 4.1 seconds in thermal flap (5) at 
90km/h (48.5kt), making centring really 
easy. The control harmony appeared best at 
1 OOkm/h (54kl), below, a bit more rudder 
than aileron is required. This lightweight 
glider with its relatively low wing loading 
is a perfect climber, circling slowly in the 
centre of a thermal. lt competes well with 
heavier Club (Sports) Class gliders below 
140km/h (75kt). At faster speeds, aileron 
and elevator forces increase noticeably. 

The 'flap-speed-connection' is less than 
ideal: trimmed to 75km/h (40.5kt) with the 
flaps on 5, it accelerated to 115km/h after 
setting the flaps to 1. Max speed I could trim 
for was 155km/h (84kt), not very high, but 
this appears to be good protection against 
mishandling at higher speeds- here in 
Germany, its stressed and tested maximum 
speed of 245km/h (132kt) is reduced to 
220km/h (118kt), the certified max operation 
speed of the junkers Magnum rescue system. 

Opening the single-bladed Schempp-Hirth 
airbrakes led to a nose-down pitch, which 
increase the previously trimmed speed by 
15km/h (8kt)- fine to avoid trim setting 
changes during the approach. At a sensible 
approach speed of 85km/h (46kt), airbrakes 
are efficient. As the low, flapped wing 
produces an air cushion underneath close to 
the ground, it is wise not to fly too fast then, 
otherwise the Bee 15MB will float longer 
than you expect before touching down softly 
in a perfect two-point attitude with the 
ailerons working unti•l standstill. As the 
centre of gravity is further aft with the 
retracted engine, there is also no significant 
risk of grounding the nose when applying 
the cable-operated drum wheel brake. 

Flying the Bee showed me why these light 
self-launchers, certified as microlights, are 
becoming more and more popular, Their 
performance is acceptable (in European 
weather conditions they can easily compete 
with most club gliders), they are very easy to 
handle and rig and allow their owners really 
independent operation, while their price 
is about in the range of a new Club Class 
glider (or about half that of an 18-metre 
self-launcher). Although it is a lightweight 
glider, it is built with excellent craftsmanship 
by AMS, a renowned glider manufacturer, 
and equipped with a professional engine 
installation by Waiter Binder. 

Text and photos: Jochen Ewald 
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UK Distributor for: lX avionics Ltd LX Navigation www.lxnavigation.si • Filser Electronic GmhH www.filser.de 
See www.lxavionics.co.uk for 
Summer Special Offers www.lxavionic:s.c:o . .J!k or Wl!!!l!!!J.ilser.~ for more information 

(eg ATR 500 £699.95 incl VAT 
Transceivers 
ATR 500 
£628.94 exc:l VAT; 
£739.00 inc:l VAT 
ATR 600 
£849.00 exc:l VAT; 
£997.57 lnc:l VAT 
NEW 

Transponders 
PRICE REDUCED 
TRT BOO with 
extended squftter 
£1,403.41 exc:l VAT; 
£1,649.00 inc:l VAT 

ATR 833 £1,072.00 exc:l VAT; £1,259.60 lnc:l VAT 

Colibri- New model, same price £594.99 inc:l VAT 

Emergency Locator 
Transmitter 
ELT2 

Portable with mounting bracket 
Install on parcel shelf 
Remote control option 
121.5 and 243 MHZ 

ELT 2 from: 
£152.75 inc:l VAT 

• New with USB port 
New, improved keyboard 

Stores 100 tasks, 600 TPs, approx 
4000 airports 

Winter Instruments 
Airspeeds, Altimeters , 
Compasses, Variometers 

Size: 60 x 97 x 35mm. Weight: 230g 
Flight Recorder plus basic navigation 

NMEA compatible with See U Mobile. 
Navigator and Win Pilot 

in stock 

LX 7007 Pro IGC 
All you need for top gliding performance 
NEW processor technology; much faster 
computing and display update 
Three separate cam ports; no data collision 
any more 
User configurable cam. Port 
Integral GPS; IGC approved integral flight recorder 
NMEA output and power for PDA 
Numerous options; remote control, two seater, secondary vario indicators, GSM 
modem , Flarm. Full AAT capability 
All plug and play One 57mm and one 80 mm panel hole 
LX 7007 Pro IGC £2,465.00 exc:l VAT; LX 7007 Pro IGC 
£2,896.37 inc:l VAT with FLARM 
LX 7000 Pro /GC £1,999.00 exc:l VAT; £2,797.00 exc:l VAT; 
£2,348.82 inc:l VAT (New lower price for 2006) £3,286.47 lnc:l VAT 

UPGRADE LX 7000 Pro IGC to LX 7007 Pro IGC 
£395.00 exc:f VAT £464.12 inc:l VAT 

LX 7000/Cambridge 302 
The functionality of a POA in a panel mount 

LX 7000 Basic with GPS A lower cost 
option 
Most but not all the features of the LX 7000 but without 
an integral IGC approved flight recorder. One 57mm 
and one 80mm panel hole 
LX 7000 Basic: with GPS 
£1,531.00 exc:l VAT; £1,798.92 inc:l VAT 
LX-Nav 
Instant plug and play replacement for Cambridge L-Nav 
Plugs into existing L-Nav wiring 
Uses existing L-Nav vario (new meters available) 
Huge increase in capability compared to L-Nav 
600 TP database, Euro Airfield Database 
Based on LX 5000 version 6 
External GPS required 
One 80 mm panel hole (in addition to CAI mechanical 
meter) 
£1,187.24 exc:l VAT; £1,395.00 inc:f VAT 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR AUG 06 
LX-Nav reduced to £1,148.00 plus VAT, £1,348.90 inc:l VAT, 
subject to stock remaining 

LX 160Si version 3.04 ...... All the features of the LX 7000 but interfaced to 
Cambridge 302 
One 80 mm panel hole (in addition to CAI 302) 
£1,020.00 exc:f VAT; 

I-.-=--~~-

The system for novice through to pundit 
Highly configurable vario/speed to fly system 
External GPS required (Colibri is ideal) ... ,. ..... . 

£1,198.50 inc:l VAT 

LX 1600 
Competition capability in a single 57 mm panel hole! 
Full competition capability when connected to a PDA 
Operating Fly with CE, SeeU Mobile or Win Pilot beta ,.iliiiil• 
External GPS required (Colibri is ideal) 
Plug and play with PDA (no separate adapter) 
One 57 mm panel hole only 
PDA not included 
£850.00 exc:l VAT; £998.75 inc:l VAT 

AL 2000 
charger 
CE approved, automatic 

£49.95 inc:l VAT 

Wing Dollies 
Wide range available 

From £249 inc:l VAT 

Microphones 
Filser Dynamic Heavy Duty 

£74.02 inc:l VAT 
LX Dynamic £39.95 inc:l VAT 
LX Electret £44.65 inc:l VAT 

Towing Ann 
• Lightweight aluminium 
• Robust • Folds 
£215.00 inc:l VAT 
Package price available for dolly 
purchased with a towing arm 

Stand Alone Flarm 
£492.32 incl. VAT 

Plug and play with PDA (no adapter needed) 
Two 57 mm panel holes 
£748.09 exc:l VAT; £879.00 inc:l VAT 

" LX 16 Club 
Audio vario and more 
Audio Vario with aver­
ager 
Flight time indicator 
One 57 mm panel hole 
£314.85 exc:l VAT 
£369.95 inc:f VAT 

GPS Mouse 
Power and GPS 
to iPAQ 

£131.60 lnc:l VAT 

iPAQ Mounts 
Wide range available 

From £49.95 lnc:l VAT 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 E-mail: John@lxavionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 
or your regular supplier Prices at www.lxavionics.co.l.Jk Add p&p to all prices E and OE 
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At home 
or abroad 
OUR thanks as always go to our contributors. Listed 

clockwise from far right are captions for the big photos: 

Far right: How's this for a shot of Alpine ridge running? 

Taken by Steve Ell using a Nikon Coolpix5000 with a 

telephoto lens, it's of Jon Gatfield and Pete Wells flying 

their ASW 27s on the north wall of a ridge near Serres 

- the Montagne de Chabre - on May 29 this year 

Bottom nght: Mark Rush ton took Frank Roles ' LS3 at 

Hus Bos after a late afternoon shower went through 

Below: Nick Smith of Bannerdown showcases another 

spectacular effect that spring showers can produce 

Left: the 4th Club Class World Championships finishes 

on July 28 in the French Alps at Vinon. Richard Hood 

and Jay and Luke Rebbeck, all previous international 

medallists, represent the UK. Jay took this near Vinon 

while practising with Luke earlier this year (for news and 

results of the competition, seewww.glidingteam.co.uk) 

Top left: the Alps again. with another great shot from the 

Wells!Gatfield!EII team. This. by Pete Wells, is of wave 

over the Suse valley, en route back from Val 0 '/sere 

If you would like to see your (previously unpublished) 

photographs here, we'd love to take a look at them. 

Please send them to editor@sailplaneandglidin(j.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Above: Alistair Gillson has trained his non-gliding friends 

well. One of them, Alicia Eason. took this on a trip to 

Patagonia. "She thought the lenticulars were impressive 

enough to warrant special attention. " says Alistair. "I'm 

planning an immediate wave expedition to Patagonia!" 

Below: Steve Lynn, a syndicate partner in the 28-metre 

span EB28 that was so beautifully photographed by 

Tony Hutchings (see p38), returns the compliment with 

this picture of early morning dew coating the wings of 

Tony's glider-ASW 27 432 - at Saal, Germany, in June 

August - September 2006 



EARLY INSTRUCTION 

Roger Emms offers a tip from 
the world of public speaking 
for brand-new pilots - and their 
instructors - to achieve better 
results on those first flights ... 

'Get your shoulders down!' 
HAVI NG progressed into the heady 

world of instructing in 1989- we 
instructors know everything, don't 

we?- I started learning all over again; it's 
a bit like learning to pass your driving test, 
then learning to drive. You begin to rea lise 
that not only does the "student" believe 
everything you say (we ll , almost everyth ing), 
but you're actually responsible for their lives 
as well as your own! 

So, after spending a fair bit of time "do ing 
it", I began to realise most people's fee lings 
and reactions are similar to those I had in 
the early days. "Would you like me to show 
you how some of the controls work?" gets 
an "Okay, maybe" or "no, thank you, I'd 
rather let you fly". How do we get over this 
initial hurdle safely? 

We can either show our superb prowess 
by lett ing them see what bri lliant fli ers we 
are, or we can adopt the attitude of: "You're 
going to want to do this again, and again, 
and again, safely and confidently." 

Eighty per cent of the ab initios seem to 
fall into the category of "Okay, maybe," 
or "Yes please" and in the early days I did 
my best to do the officia l thing (starting, 
of course with Lookout) and guide them 
through the Effects of Controls. Most of 
them, however, seemed to be extremely 
cautious, even though they must have 
known I was right behind them, literally. 

Was it me or was it the glider that made 
them so cautious? I gradually came to the 
conclusion it was me, because I wasn't 
answering their unasked questions, such as 
"What happens if I do something wrong?" or 
"Why can't I keep the glider flying straight 
when I'm doing everything you tell me?" 

As I came to realise that the feelings I had 
when I first stepped into a glider are the 
same as most people have when they take 
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that first step, I've learned to be proactive 
and try to add ress those unvoiced concerns. 
it seems to work . 

Firstly, when I mention trying the controls, 
I get a much more positive reaction when 
I remind the student that I've got a duplicate 
set in the back, that my hands and feet w ill 
be VERY close to them, and that "you can 
rest assured that I won't let you even attempt 
anything which might hurt ME. I have a very 
strong survival instinct!" 

So off we go on our first launch, and we 
pull off at the top. A very brief commentary 
about the scenery, then down to business, 
starting with Lookout, followed by "Let's 
have a look at how a coup le of the controls 
work," fo llowed by a reminder about my 
infallible survival instinct. 

'This relaxation doesn't come 
easily: it's adrenalin-sharp focus 

coupled with relaxed muscles' 

We do the Elevator thing reasonably well, 
followed by the Ailerons, but why don't they 
go as well as we both want? Firstly, I've 
learned that the student still sometimes 
doesn't believe that she/he has control, 
despite the fact that we came to an under­
standing about the correct terminology 
before we took off. How can I get the 
message across beyond all doubt? 
The answer, I've discovered, is to perform a 
slow handclap as soon as I've sa id: "you 
have contro l" and to keep reminding the 
student that they can hear my hands. 
NB: this is not an action to perform when 
teaching take-off and landing! 

Having got the message across that "you 
really are doing the flying" how on earth 
can we stop the glider swinging from side 
to side when you're trying to fly straight and 

level? The cause, as far as I'm concerned, 
is tension, brought about by the trepidation 
or fear created by the new environment. 
Any instructor, just touching the stick, can 
feel the iron grip with which it's being held: 
so how can we change that situation? Relax . 

Easier said than done, but as I've gradually 
become accustomed to reading the head, 
neck and shoulders of each student from 
behind, I've learned to use a technique 
shown to me years ago by a teacher in 
the art of public speaking. One of the big 
problem areas in public speaking is: "what 
do I do with my hands when I'm giving my 
speech?" The answer is: relax your shou lders 
and your whole torso starts to relax . Your 
hands wi ll relax, and cease to be a burden; 
they'll just hang around inconspicuously 
until you need 'em to make a point. 

In the same way, when the glider starts 
weaving around, I tell the student: "Ge your 
shoulders down." The shoulders come down, 
the grip on the stick becomes lighter, and as 
if by magic the glider flies straight and level. 

I also remind students to relax their knees 
and ankles when they're having problems 
co-ordinating the controls in the turn, with 
equally effective results. 

This relaxation doesn 't come eas il y; 
it's "adrenalin -sharp focus" coup led with 
relaxed muscles, and this needs to be 
practised on every ilight. lt works in ath'letics 
(just watch a runner warming up) and it 
certainly helps new pilots in the same way. 

The clays of "No, that's not right; reselect 
the original att itude and try again" are gone 
as far as I'm concerned. 

The clays of "Okay, that's our starting point, 
now how can we make it even easier to 
achieve a really satisfying result?" are here. 

Photos courtesy of Mick Davis and Paul Holdnall ~ 
Sailplane & Gliding 



EXPEDITION TO CARLISLE 

The best gliding in England? 
Neil Moffat describes how an 
expedition to Carlisle airport 
enabled him to soar the Lake 
District (right) from the east 
- and is planning future trips 
for when the Helm Wind blows 

F
LYING is my job, my hobby, my 
abiding passion and second only 
to my fami,[y both in the importance 

I attach to it and the enjoyment I derive 
from it. it's a bug, an addiction for w hich 
there is no cure and no relief, save for even 
more time spent airborne. 

I've therefore been lucky indeed to spend 
at least part of the day airborne in some craft 
or other, on more occasions than not, over 
the last 40 years; I have tried most forms of 
flight in that time. 

One of the most interesting that I have 
experienced, though, is gliding, and wi thin 
this category the most challenging for me, 
without any doubt w hatsoever, is low-level 
flight in mountainous areas - in particular 
in the English Lake District. 

The fl ying here is, to my mind, w ithout 
equal for the challenges and difficulties, 
the rewards and the sheer exhilaration of 
being able to soar in such a beautiful part 
of our country, and so I was delighted to be 
able to take part in a week of flying last 
April from Carlisle Airport in North Cumbria. 

Given my long personal involvement wi th 
gliding in this area (see below), perhaps 
you w ill understand how keen I was that 
our week at Carlisle should be a success. 
The expedition was originally the idea of 
Bruce Cooper, who had wanted to explore 

Expedition members were: John Allan, Richard Arkte, Bruce Cooper, Thomas Edwards, Phi/ & Diana King, Paul 

Kite, Neil Moflat. Eddie Stephenson. Richard & Anne Walker, Peter Whitehead. Rod WiNer, and Don Welsh 

the Helm Wind, the only named wind in the 
British Isles. 

"Helm" means "helmet", and the Helm 
wind is a fierce easterly wind that can last 
for days. lt affects the area to the west of the 
Pennines all the way from Brough to 
Brampton, near Carlisle, lt is caused by 
air from the east being forced up the easterly 
slopes of the Pennines, in the vicinity of 
Cross Fell, the highest point on the Pennines. 
The easterly flow descends on the west side 
of the hills, meets warmer ai r from the west 
and rises. Another property of the Helm is 
frequently a temperature inversion at about 
6,000ft, and so the rising, moist warm air is 
trapped beneath it and condenses to form 
clouds. These clouds sit above the Pennine 
range and take the shape of the Helm Bar, 

which looks rather like a low-level, ro ll ing 
lenticular. 

Bruce had found a group of like-minded 
glider p ilots, but had been unable to locate 
a sui table base for the expedition. However, 
since I live in the area and am friendly w ith 
some of the ATC contro llers at Carlisle 
Airport I was able to negotiate to have our 
expedition base at the airport 

As with all such things the organisation 
did take some effort but on April 22, eight 
gliders w ith ten pi lots were ready to explore, 
and explore we did, as the photographs 
overleaf illustrate. Another motorgl ider and 
owner joined us later in the week together 
w ith another in his Grob motorglider. 

it became obvious on the first day that the 
Helm was not going to blow- the forecast 

A local history of pews, policemen and drystone walls 
A SHORT HISTORY of gliding as I remember it 
in the area is perhaps approprlate.to set the 
scene, in part because I began my gliding and, 
Indeed, my formal flying training at Klrkbride 
airfield in the late 1960s. This airfield lies a few 
miles to the wast of the city of Carlisle and 
this site was, and remains, good for training 
in circuit flying, but the sea breeze from the 
nearby Solway Firth normally kills any thermal 
activity by about 10am until around 3pm, 
so gliding from here Is limited In scope. 

I spent many happy years gliding from 
Kirkbride, despite the limited soaring, but 
I was always looking for better flying and that 
was difficult to achieve because my budget was 
very limited In those days. Other members of 
the Solway Gliding Club, as it was then known, 
felt the seme way as me, and so we set about 
looking for a better site from which to operate 
our K-7, K-13 and Skylark gliders. 

We began by flying from a minor road at the 
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north end of the Pennines and this did meet with 
some success until the local policeman, rather 
inevitably, suggested we should really find some­
where more fitting for our airborne endeavours. 
He was very kind, in the way that policeman were 
in those days, and he did allow us to complete 
an extra day's flying when we gave him a flight in 
the back seat of the K-7. 

Jack Ramsden, one of the SGC members, 
bought a house and chapel on Whinney Fell and 
arranged permission to fly from the adjoining land 
on top of the fell. This land consisted of two small 
fields bordered and cut in half by drystone walls. 
We spent some weekends demolishing the 
dividing wall and building a winch from an old 
double-decker bus, which had been our club­
house at Klrkbride, and we were then ready to fly. 

The ground was very boggy and so we used 
two pew seats from the chapel for our take-off 
runway, landing as close to them as possible to 
minimise the lifting required to move the glider in 

the bog. Our flights ware quite successful, but 
the sheer effort required was too much, and 
operations ceased when Douglas Charteris, our 
principal driving force, was killed after spinning 
In during his final turn to land after losing his 
rudder pedals. 

The accident rather shocked us and wa did 
not feel much like flying for a while, but after a 
break we decided to continue and found another 
field near Penrlth, at Plumpton. This was quite 
large and seemed reasonable, but we soon 
discovered that the Pennines were just a little 
too far away from the site for the performance 
of our gliders, and after a further few accidents 
and Incidents, we gave up. 

There was an attempt to restart a gliding club 
from Carlisle Airport about 30 years ago, but by 
this time I had removed myself lo the south of 
England to work and was not able to offer any 
encouragement. Only a vary few flights were 
made and the Idea sadly did not catch on. 
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EXPEDITION T 

Above. centre: Wast Water, on the left of the picture, 

and Burnmoor Tarn. Although close to Neil's home club 

at Walney Island in the west of Cumbria, these seemed 

very remote as his far turning point on this flight from 

Carlisle Airport, to the north of the English Lake District 

Above: Hel/vellyn just below Grisedale Tarn. The lift 

was so strong that Neil soared it airbrakes open at 

1.800ft, simply enjoying the views of Lake Thirlmere 

Below: Watendlath Tarn, on the way to the Honister 

Pass. where he subsequently found "prodigious" sink 

Bottom: the Honister Pass. He pressed on because he 

knew there were plenty of landable fields in the area 
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for the whole week was for westerlies - but 
being a stalwart and harciy lot we decided 
to persevere in any case in the sunshine. 

In fact, the weather for almost the ent ire 
week was quite magnificent in the variety 
of conditions presented, and each pilot was 
able to fly until they cou ld fly no more each 
day. Wave flights to '16,000ft, thermal flights, 
low-lev I ridge flights and long cross-country 
flights were completed with only a few 
landout . The conditions sometimes changed 
by the minute, presenting exc iting new 
challenges and opportunities and keeping 
the interest level high. 

I was so engrossed in the flying that I did 
not manage to take any photographs whilst 
on the ground at Carlisle, but I did make 
good use of my camera in flight and these 
two pages show a few of the photos I took 
on my third day of fl ying from Carlisle. 

I planned to fly through the Lake District, 
by whatever route best presented itseli, to 
photograph Wast Water and Burn moor Tarn, 
which lies just to the south of it. The weather 
promised to be kind - it was a warm day 
with a westerly flow of about 15kt ill 2,000ft 
and sufficient sunshine to help the ridge lift 
on the westerly facing slopes. 

The Pawnee pulled me up rapidly and 
I releJsed at 2,500ft, within easy reach of the 
hills above Castle CJrrock. I whi zzed down 
towJrds Cross Fell at Jround 120kt, not 
worrying about any height loss since I knew 
the fell was working well and I could eJsily 
climb when I was further south and abeam 
Lake UllswJter, where I planned to make my 
entry to the LJkes proper. Cross Fell was 
working admirably, throwing off il primary 
wave that other "expeditioners" used to 
climb ever higher, but that was not for me 
today. Low level was my mission so I heJdecl 
west once I reached 3,000ft, and crossed 
the Eden Valley, utilising a weJk half-knot 
thermal, which gave me a climb of about 
800ft in mid valley. 

I arrived on the north-western face of 
Barton Fell , which lies to the cast of Lake 

Ullswater, at about 1 ,500ft and climbed up 
in 2kt ridge lift as I progressed south, arriving 
hy Glenridding at lunchtime. The flying wind 
was quite variable, but generally westerly at 
about 15kt and I found I was able to gently 
waft around between 2,500 and 3,000ft 
above Angle Tarn, eating my lunch and 
admiring the unrivalled views north towards 
Lake Ullswater. 

After lunch I went to look at Hayswater 
before passing back west to Brothers Water 
then continuing south over Kirkstone Pass. 
Things started to get rather difficult at this 
point, si nce the wind I was totall y rel ying 
upon to stay aloft died away, and the lift I 
expected to find on the west face of Caudale 
Moor <1nd Pike How was non-existent. 
I think the lack of wind was caused by the 
wave effect of the mountains upwind of me, 
hut si nce I was still at about 2,000ft <1nd 
cou ld clearly see the north end of Lake 
Windermere in the distance, I decided to 
continue and land near Grasmere if I had to. 

I passed by the old mines under Snarker 
Pike at around 1 ,700ft and turn ed westwards 
to see if there was any wind, and therefore 
lift , on the west-facing slopes towards 
Grasmere. To th e north of Rydal Water the 
wind made a welcome return and I was ab le 
to climb the west faces of Rydal Fell and 
Great Rigg in very strong lift and continue 
to Grisedalc Tarn on my way north to so<1r 
Helvellyn. 

The lift on Helvellyn was also very strong 
so, just for fun, I opened my airbrakes a little 
and flew along at about 1 ,800ft, enjoying 
the view of Lake Thirlmere. At the north end 
of the lake, I stowed my brakes and climbed 
to 3,500ft above Thirlspot before setting 
course for Lake Buttermere, passing over 
WJtendlath and through Honister Pass. 

The sink and turbulence in Honister Pass 
were prodigious, but there are some good 
landing fields in Buttermere Jnd I cont inued, 
finding some lift and smooth ai r just above 
Buttermere village on the western end of 
Buttermere Fell that elevated me once again 
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to nearly 2,000ft. I had a smooth ride north 
to Grasmoor above Crummock Water, where 
I reversed my direction and headed sou th to 
pass over the hills into Ennerdale and then 
east towards Great Gable. 

My rid e became rough again at the head 
of EnnerdJie Valley as I passed in the lee of 
Pillar, but I swiftl y passed over Wasdale 
Head and its brewery on my way to the 
western slopes of Sca fell, from where I cou ld 
see my goa l of Burnmoor Tarn. This tarn is 
only about 20 miles from my home base 
of the Lakes GC on Walney Island, but it 
seemed very remote today because I sti ll had 
to make my return to Carlisle. 

I turned over Wast Water and soared the 
screes, agai n with my brakes cracked open, 
before retrac ing my route past Great Gable 
and Pillar into Ennerdale. By this time, I was 
feeling rather hungry again, so I took a climb 
over Ennerdale in weak wave to 5,500ft 
before sett ing off directly to Carlisle on an 
optimistic final glide. I was not sure I would 
make it to the airport, but in the event just 
managed to reach it w ith about 300it to 
spare, having arranged prior entry clearance 
at low level and no deiJy from ATC. 

During the flight, although I wJs never 
further th an 40 miles from Carlisle, I truly 
found it most exh il arating, difficult and 
challenging as only such low-level transits 
can be and I ilm look ing forward to the next 
opportunity of making a similar journey. 

Although fl yi ng within the Lake District 
proper can be challenging, the rewards and 
sense of achievement are outstanding, and 
the fl ying itself is perfectly safe so long as a 
sensible approach is taken and advice 
sought before taking the plunge into the 
valleys . There are landing fields ava ilable, 
although they often have sheep in them, and 
the local farmers il re very friendly so long ils 
the usual courtesy expected of any uninvited 
guest is observed. 

The success of our time at Carlisle Airport 
depended to a large part upon the willing­
ness of the airport authoriti es to assist in 
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any way poss ible. Their administration 
requirements could have been quite 
onerous, but in the event were delightfully 
simple and easy to comply with. Their only 
rigid requirement was for £1.5million airside 
cover for vehicles and for each pilot to have 
a radio licence if he wished to return and 
land il l the <1irport. 

For our part, we attended to all of the 
operating minutiae necessary for a safe 
operation, and complied w ith any requests 
from AT - one glider holding clear to allow 
jet traffic to depart. This really did impress 
the contro llers, who had not understood just 
what can be poss ible in a modern machine. 
Towards the end of the week we were 
allowed competition fini shes and power and 
gliding operations fitted together perfectly. 

There was a large Roya l Air Force exercise 
over much of the North of England and 
South of Scotland during our time at 
Carlisle, but perhaps since we had made the 
correct notification by NOT AM most oi the 
fast jets kert well clear of the Eden Valley 
and the Lakes, those that did appear having 
informed Carli sle ATC of their presence in 
good time. We were treated to a number of 
fast, low and very noisy flypasts but they 
were all under ATC control and none caused 
us the si ightest difficulty. 

Socially, we had a great time as well with 
many good pubs and restaurdn ts in the area. 
'Ne were made very welcome, and there 
was no problem finding accommodation 
loca lly .at very reasonable prices. 

I was particularly pl eased at the end of our 
flying expedi tion to hear the other more 
experienced pilots concurring that Cumbria 
offers what must be the best gliding area in 
England. As a result, and by the time you 
read this article, I expect to have arranged 
more flyin g from Carlisle Airport, and it 
is my since re wish that it will become a 
regular I;:JUnch point. 

Interested in v isiting us? 

Photos by Nei t, who c iJimed his JOOkm that week 

Above: Clearly, there's a lot for glider pilots to consider 

exploring in the area. For example, not many people, 

says Mallerstang resident John Hamilton, realise that 

this north-south valley has its own version of the Helm 

Wind, further up the Eden Valley than its better-known 

"big brother". it comes (without much warning, apart 

from the formation of a helm bar over Mallerstang Edge) 

in similar conditions to the main Helm Wind - and blows 

from approximately the north-north-east 

(Photo: www.mallerstang. cam) 

Below: Crummock Water on the return leg to Carlisle 

Bottom: There are landable fields in the valleys, like this 

one above Ennerdale, though they may contain sheep 

27 

http:www.mallerstang.com
http:locally.at


SWEDISH WORLDS 

Tea,m's Rocket­
assisted results 
ROCKET SoftwareTM is a leading software 
company providing product development to 
major software and hardware vendors, including 
IBM and Microsoft. Rocket has a worldwide 
Fortune 500 customer base, many of whom use 
the UK-<Ieveloped software, ASi RAC AS, a world 
class data analysis solution for mainframe 
computers. 

Through its UK subsidiary, Rocket Software 
has developed close connections with the glid­
ing world. Rocket Software's employees are 
heavily involved with gliding clubs in the 
Midlands, which led to the Company sponsoring 
the 2005 Junior World Gliding Championships. 

Rocket Software is delighted to have 
sponsored the British Team for the 2006 World 
Gliding Championships. Competitive gliding 
demands concentration, excellent decision mak­
ing and exceptional skill along with a dynamic 
and adventurous nature - all qualities that 
Rocket Software and its employees place great 
importance upon. 

Everyone at Rocket Software would like to 
take this opportunity to congratulate the British 
team on its outstanding success. I 

In particular our congratulations 
go to the two new World 
Champions, Phil Jones and Leigh 
Wells, and to Bronze medallists 
Jez Hood and Peter Harvey. 
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From the 
18-metre 
podium 
lt doesn't get any better than 
taking on the world's best with 
your brother by your side. New 
World Champion Phil Jones 
reports on the 18-Metre contest 

B
ACK in November I surveyed the entry list for 

Eskilstuna. it quickly became apparent that 

if Steve and I were to improve on the Silver 

and Bronze we brought back from the previous worlds 

at Leszno then we would need to be on top form . 

Heading the opposition was the Austrian World and 

European champion, Wolfgang Janowitsch, who had 

raised the bar in our class with stunningly consistent 

flying over the last three years. Undoubtedly, the 

"Wolf man" would be as hungry as ever in 2006. 

With this in mind and with the competition so early 

in the season, I decided to spend more than half of 

April at Brian Spreckley's Ontur in Spain. I coached for 

a week in the BGA's new Duo Discus X and spent the 

rest of the time in my new Ventus 2cxT This included 

some training with the three Standard Class boys also 

preparing for Sweden. The weather was great and 

I came away feeling sharp, refreshed and raring to go. 

Arriving in Eskilstuna, I felt at home straightaway. 

The organisation was very professional and the 

atmosphere in the British Team was excellent. Harry 

Middleton (team manager for the event), p ilots and 

crews and the "WAGS" had all been together at 

previous internationals and knew exactly what was 

required . I felt particularly fortunate to have the perfect 

crew in Max Kirschner. Both he and my girlfriend Petra 

were fabulous company. it was hilarious to return from 

an enjoyable day 's gliding to find the two of them with 

their nerves shredded, particularly if they had been 

watching events unfold on the VPOS tracking system. 

Sieve and I elected to leave turbos in the gliders 

because of the inhospitable terrain and there was 

some good news from the manufacturers, Schempp­

Hirth as our max all up weight was increased to 

600kg. We were delighted to find the gliders still 

handled and performed beautifully at the new weight. 

When the team met after briefing on the first day, 

I looked around and was struck by the fact that each 

pilot honestly believed they had a good chance of a 

medal and would all be aiming for gold! My team mate 

was Steve Jones. lt doesn't get any better than taking 

on the best pilots in the world with your brother by 

your side. Even when his medal chances faded his 

support for me was unwavering as we continued 

employing a pair-flying technique developed over 

three international competitions together. 

So how did we manage to secure the gold medal? 

it is difficult to put my finger on it but, for whatever 

reason, I had a series of results on seven consecutive 

days, from Day 2 to Day 8, during which I dropped an 

average of only 10 points per day compared to the 

winner 's score which included a run of day placings of 

1st, 2nd, 2nd, 3rd, 2nd, and 1st. I have no idea where 

it came from and I will probably never produce such 

a purple patch of form again. Having said that, we 

worked hard for it, relentlessly driving through and 

forging ahead of any gaggles. We always raced 

positively but equally importantly, we seemed to spot 

early enough when a more conservative approach 

was required to avert a disaster. 

Day 3 was perhaps the most pivotal. We all sat in 

shear wave for two hours and then I started at the 

back of the field , only to have one of those flights 

where everything clicks into place. I finished before 

any of the other contenders, winning the day at 

135km/h, which was a tremendous boost and 

This page, clockwise from top left: Phi/ and Steve Jones; 

the 18-Metre podium, from left: Wolfgang Janowitsch. 

Phi/ and Luciano Avanzini. Above and left: team training 

in Spain left Phi/ sharp, refreshed and raring to go 
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set me up for the following days. During these I 

enjoyed duelling with the outstanding "Flying 

Dutchman" - Ronald Termaat - and after Day 8 

he was in second place, 134 points behind with 

Wolfgang over 300 points behind in third . On Day 9 

we all' started too late but l lhad a good beginning to 

the flight, blasting ahead of my starting gaggle - which 

included an the top pilots except Ronald. Conditions 

then turned horribly blue and a huge patch of cirrus 

blotted out the task area. All alone, I had to tread 

water until Sieve and the rest of the gaggle caught up 

so that I had some company for the painful negotiation 

of this dark area. After landing I received the rather 

sobering news that Ronald had returned ages ago 

- probably beating me by more than 50 minutes -

which meant I would lose my lead. An hour later, 

though , Sieve came up with a slight smile on his face. 

"Guess what? He motored home, he used his engine, 

he didn 't get through the cirrus I" 

Goodness me. I had come 29th for the day but had 

increased my margin over second (now Wolfgang) to 

200 points with only one day remaining . What a reliefl 

On the last day we flew carefully and when we met 

Wolfgang in the last thermal of the contest we knew 

that we had beaten him on the day and maintained the 

200-point buffer. A rather pleasant final glide followed, 

crossing the finish line with Steve on my left wing and 

Wolfgang on my right wing ... the three 18-metre world 

champions in formation . 

At the party that evening. one of the Swedish pilots 

asked me if I had a gliding hero. someone I always 

tried to emulate. I had never even thought about it 

before but knew the answer straightaway. He is one 

of the most naturally gifted competition pilots. A man 

for whom winning is almost preferable to breathing. 

He always flies with great passion and flair. 

His name is Ralph Jones. 
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Gold stars 
Open Class Bronze medallist 
and diarist extraordinaire 
Pete Harvey's, personal view 
- 'witty and current, never dull 
or factual'- of the team's 

success at the Swedish Worlds 

WE.LL, I'm sitting in th e departure 
terminal at Stockh olm's other airport 
with three hours to chill. After th e 

manic activity of the last three weeks, this is 
an oasis of calm. A moment, then, to refl ect 
on the 29th World Gliding Championships, 
put pen to paper for the "inside story" - as 
Patrick Naegeli once kindly described my 
writing- 'witty, current, occasionally risque, 
never dull or factual .' 

Well, not a bad performance. In this w ired 
world you already know the results. Ha. Did 
you know we nailed two gold, tvvo bronze 
and the elusive World Team trophy? 

it was a genuine team effort. In fact, until 
the last but one clay, we were in with a 
realistic shout for seven medals, but no-one 
would have believed that. The team - Leigh 

Clockwise from top left.· 1. British medallists, from left, 

Pete Harvey. Open, Bronze; Phi/ Jones, 18-Metre, Gold; 

Leigh Wells, Standard, Gold; Jez Hood, Standard. 

Bronze (Max Kirschner). 2. Leigh Wells (Martyn Wells) ; 

3. Pete Harvey (Tony Segal). 4: Open podium (from left) 

Giorgio Ballarati (Silver), Michael Sommer (Gold) , and 

Pete (Tony Segal). 5. Standard Class podium with (from 

left) Olivier Darroze (Silver), Leigh, Jez (Max Kirschner) . 

"In Standard Class," said John Good in the US Team 

Report of June 16th, "the story has been the superbly 

consistent flying of Jez Hood and Leigh Wells. They are 

two recent products of the British training "system" which 

has become the eni!Y of the competition gliding world. 

Leigh lost some of his lead today, but with Jez lurking a 

close third and with former champion Andy Davis flying 

well, this team of three is likely to find a way to win ... " 

Wells, Jez Hood and Andy Davis in Standard 
Class, Jones Steve and Phil in the 18-metres, 
plus Russ Cheetham and myself in Open, 
with Harry and Margc Middleton as team 
manager - have all done this beiore. We're 
experienced campaigners. O ur gliders were 
sorted, the crews a terrific bunch, our 
accommodation rel axed, the Swedish 
organisation reasonably placed to deliver an 
excellent competition . All the ingredients 
were in place for an epic contest. 

Arriving unusually earl y in the year, May, 
to the late-changed venue, Eskilstuna (some 
70km west of Stockholm), we found the 
weather miserably cold and wet, spring 
barely in evidence. We flew the couple of 
practi ce days with ski suits and overcoats on. 
There was little rain - it was already ice. ,. 

29 



~ But gradua ll y, the bitterl y cold, unstable, 
northerly winds eased and high pressure 
built. By the end of the comp, it was an 
official Swedish heat-wave, complete with 
shorts and suntan oil. Thus we s,1mpled 
pretty much everything from unstable squalls 
to hot, long, sweaty tasks in the blue. 

This yea r, Russell had sourced a couple 
of luxury houses for us. Side by side in a 
sec luded country location; it meant that 
all the pilots and many of the crew were 
together. The houses were beautiful , with 
sauna, swimming pool , jacuzzi , etc. I'm sure 
the peaceful surroundings did much to 
induce a calm happiness within the te<Jm. 

The well-developed WGC routine had us 
exploring the local area, testing the fin <J I 
glide and airfield appro<Jch, getting the 
gliders checked, weighed <Jnd re-weighed 
by official scrutineering, findin g the local 
shops, facilities <Jnd watering holes. AI Kay 
often wisely asked 'How m<Jny comps do 
you finish, wishing you could start aga in 
with your glider so vvcll sorted, you in 
practice and the loca l area so well known?' 
Prepar<Jtion is so important- both physica l 
and menta l. Andy D<Jvis was going for the 
physical purest body-is-a-templ appro<Jch. 
No booze, jogging every other night, no 
junk food, regular enemas and certainl y no 
sex (just guessing about a few of those). Russ 
and I arrived with two huge crates of beer 
and <1 couple more of wine, preferring the 
liquid relaxation technique. Often witnessed 
was th domestic scene of a sweating, 
brea thl ess, jogging Andy staggering into the 
house to witness Russ and mysel f half­
relaxed surrounded by a bevy of bottles. 
Dedication, that's what it's all about. Andy 
celebrated his 50th birthcl,1y during the 
comp, ending up testing the swimming pool 
for his troubles. Freezing baths are also good 
for the constitution, mate. 

Steve <Jnd Phi I, our ·18-metre brothers, just 
seemed relaxed whatever they were doing. 
Calm, controlled, good-natured companions 
-ask the Australian who revers~cl his glider 
into Phil 's trailing edge with one task 
remaining: "No worri es, m<Jte, the nose 
needed some repair work anyway". So did 
the glider ... Actually, zdlthe tea ms seemed 
very friendly this year. On day two, Baldrick 
(MBE- he has another life as J decent 
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chap), my trusty crew for the second year, 
ran up, exasperated. "The French are being 
pleasant," he gasped. Definitely unnerving. 
Suspicions of deep, Galli c, psychologica l 
mind games ensued, but no, they were a 
delight throughout. 

The terrain was mostl y trees, lakes and the 
occasional group of fi elds. Near the airfield 
were two large lakes - think Engli sh Cha nnel 
-so we often started and finished the tasks 
in stable air - the tri ck being to get enough 
height to jump over the stabi lity to the tree 
line and better conditions. The rea l 'gotcha' 
was coming home, when one had to be on 
final glide some SOkm away. If you missed 
the last thermal, so easy in the blue, you 
ca rri ed on with the growing rea lisation that 
you'd just left the therrnals and would have 
to take anything just to remain airborne. 
Andy, with his go-for-it bravery, fell early 
victim to the phenomena, providing vit<JI 
feedback from his land-out paddock to 
the rest of us. (The farmer's wiie welcomed 

'I've now done three Worlds 
and two Europeans 
without landing out. 

Good, or bad? Discuss' 

him in kni ckers and vest, saying "her 
husband works such long hours these days" . 
He landed there three times during the 
comp, with wife Pami breaking al l records 
for speed retr ieves!) 

Not a problem when you've got a turbo of 
course. In fact, in the Open Class, all but 
two 'gliders' had engines Jnd many oi the 
18-metres, including our chaps, hJclthem. 
Sign of the times? I've now clone three 
worlds Jnd two Europeans without actua ll y 
landing in a field. Good, or bad? Discuss. 

The increasingly blue conditions brought 
on mega gaggles. Close and occasionally 
very sporting. Whilst expected, a new 
feature was the preva lence of world-class 
pilots waiting for the Brits to lead off. Steve 
and Phil reported it and it becJme practi ca ll y 
de facto for the Standard Class. As the comp 
progressed and the Brits rose up the stJncl­
ings it beca me frustrJtingl y normal. Sign of 
dominance? Clever tactics, or the others 
mentally beaten? lt seemed few pilots would 
take the competition to us, so tacti ca l 

conso lidation became the order of (our) da y. 
Much less so in the Open Class, where 
the big glides provided <1 better payback 
for tactical aggression. 

So, as Sweden developed its heat -wave, 
summer blossomed. Wild lupins co lonised 
the roaclsides, the trees grew and the pollen 
tinged the lake shores yellow. Team Brit took 
over and we held our breath <JS the meda l 
positions increased. Our collective spirit was 
marvellous, with the usual radio banter and 
unstinting support from the ground-based 
crew. We were having fun! There were good 
days, bad clays, but our team-mates helped 
us over the challenges. We suffered th 
obligatory " rest clay". Must be the most 
patronising anomaly in gliding - when the 
world 's best are told they need a r st. Grrr. 

Congratulations on the well -deserved 
Gold to both Leigh and Phi l. O ne gold 
would be fantasti c, but two? Jez could so 
easily have won Silver and his Bronze was a 
world- lass performance. Self-congratulatory 
patting on the back? Hell , yes, let's enjoy the 
moment. We've got the gon s to prove it! 

With St ve and Russell h<:1v ing also won 
FAI go ld medals recently, it 's c lea r we have 
considerab le strength in-depth. By the time 
you read this, the Club Class team wi ll have 
clone their thing in Vi non - maybe more 
meciJi s! With evera l other top pilots 
(Mike Young, Dave Willt, et al) and a so lid 
coaching scheme led by Ancly Davis, Brian 
Spreckley <Jild Martyn Well s, the future for 
Briti sh gliding is bri ghl. A buoyant Nationals 
system and the pure adversity of our British 
weather <JCt <:1s a sieve for ta lent. Remember 
next time you 're sneaking a quick ridge run 
<Jiong the South Downs, Stroud, Scottish, 
Welsh, or Pennine ridges in January, many of 
our continental colleagues wi ll keep their 
toys in storage yet another four months. 

Well, ·my long-overdue flight has arrived 
and it 's time to go. So many great memories. 
The heaving squall ripping water, frogs and 
fish off the lake up to cloudbase; the 
opening ceremony and the display ASH 25 
touching <1 wingtip to the ground whil st 
doing about 70kt; the MILES oi trees; Volvo 
afterVolvo, all travel ling below the speed 
lim it. Definitely a different place. 

Bye, bye Sweden. Scoffing mea tball s \ . 
in lkea will never be the same aga in . ~ 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Left: the wider British Team at the opening ceremony 

Back row, from left: Baldrick (Paul Mason), Pete Harvey. 

John Popika, Russell Cheetham, Max Kirschner, Phi! 

Jones, Andy Lincoln, Harry Middleton, Leigh's father, 

Manyn Wells. Middle row, from left: Marjorie Middleton, 

Andy Davis, Leigh Wells, Jez Hood. Steve Jones hold­

ing daughter Gwennie; Front row, from left: A/ex and 

Kim Cheetham, Pami Davis; Ju/es Binks, Laura Jones 

(Photo: Petra Po/iacikova). Left: Andy and Pami Davis. 

Ancty, twice World Champion and Brittsh Team Coach, 

observed: "As the Standard Class team we achieved 

our objective of getting one or more members on the 

podium. As always happens when you fly as a team, 

somebody gets a bad break and it takes them out of 

contention. But you continue to work together to get the 

team result- which we did. This time, I didn 't get the 

breaks and it was obvious from team training in Spain 

that Leigh was flying absolutely beautifully and that 

continued in Sweden. If's good. too, to see that Jez 

has put last year behind him to secure Bronze. " New 

Standard Class champion Leigh Wells, 26, says: "/ 

knew I had a chance because I had been in contention 

in the last two Europeans but this was my first Worlds 

and there are so many good pilots its down to who gets 

the lucky breaks. I knew I was flying well going into it 

and I'd like to thank all the people involved in the team 

training system. In Sweden, it seemed that the end­

game of the flight was a key pan. I flew quite hard all 

the flight and then became a little bit more cautious at 

the end. / lost five minutes a couple of times but gained 

several hundred points - I was with people who took 

10-15 minutes longer than me to get back because 

they pushed too hard at t!Je end. We a/1 flew really well 

as a three and our mixture of flying styles suited. 

On the last day it was great for me to have Andy's 

experienced support. I was nervous and he settled me 

down. lt was unfortunate that by then he wasn't in 

contention but it was a big help for Jez and me because 

he would push out for us, so we could fly in a relatively 

low-risk style. I've always wanted to fly in the Worlds 

and for me the Standard Class is the most competitive. 

As a kid I thought "that's the one I want to fly". Winning 

it seems surreal. To have that trophy and see some of 

the big names on there -I don 't really feet worthy 

enough. But I've a few more years to have another go!" 

Leigh will feature in a future Why I Glide in S&G 

Results summary 
18-Metre Class 
1 Phi I Jones UK Ventus 2cxT 210 7746 

2 Wolfgang Janowitsch Austria Ventus 2cx WO 7544 

3 Luciano Avanzini Italy ASG 29 3AB 7468 

8 Sieve Jones UK Ventus 2cxT 250 7198 

Standard Class 
I Leigh Wells UK LS 8 LS 8244 

2 Olivier Darroze France Discus 2a ET 8176 

3 Jez Hood UK LS8 352 81 35 

9 Andrew Davis UK Discus 2a 80 7569 

Open Class 
1 Michael Sommer Germany ASW 22 BLE HM 8491 

2 Giorgio Ballarati Italy eta X33 8205 

3 Peter Harvey UK Nimbus 4T NI 81 28 
11 Russell Cheetham UK ASW 22 BLE C2 7449 

15-Metre Class 
1 Janusz Centka Poland Diana 2 BB 81 60 

2 Gyorgy Gulyas Hungary Ventus 2a V8 8147 

3 Borje Eriksson Sweden Ventus 2a ex 7559 

For the full results listing. visit www. WGC2006.se 
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Soaring science 
Tony Segal reports on the OSTIV 
Congress -the underpinning 
of the science of soaring 

A
N IMPRESSIVE opening ceremony for th • 

OSTIV Congress was held d l '"'~ larda lens 

Universi ty, Eski lstuna, Sweden, organised by 

Proi Uli Ringerlz (of Stockholm University, and himseli 

a glider pilot). it was attended by the upper crust of 

world gliding but we Brits rather let the side down by 

singing A Glider Pilot Hold Was l-Ie. This was performed 

by my w ife Liz, myseli, and by noted w inglets designer 

l'rof Mark Maughmer of Penn S~d iC Universi ty, USA. 

He was rewarded for his sportsmanship by being made 

an honorary Brit for the duration of the song. 

Prof Loek Bocrmans from Delft University is the 

Pres ident of OSTIV ( the international or!lanisation ior 

the technica l anrl scientific aspecb of soaring flight). He 

is the well-known designer of aerofoil sections inr many 

modern glider w ings, and is the Jerodynamic designer 

of complete gliders, such as the 1\ntares. He recounted 

how as a junior member of Delft Univ •rsity his professor 

instructed him to take an early computer and to use it 

to attempt to design a glider. A previous group had 

found the problem oi designing a powered aircraft with 

the simple computer then Jvailable not possible owing 

to the complication of the engine. Loek succeeded is 

d •signing the glid<>r in only two days. li t> dec ided there 

was more energy avail,,ble irom the sun than irom an 

engine and his love of gliding was confirmed. 

r:rancois Ragot of France received an OSTIV award 

ior his excellent report, involving many )' ar; of 

research and publ ished in OSTIV's journal Technical 

Soaring, on the History of Gliding from 1884, and the 

Best Speed Story, 1938-1 'JSO. An OSTI\1 award 

was presented to the Swiss inventors oi the Flarm anti ­

coll ision device (see also p 10}, Andrea Schlapach, Urs 

Rothacher and Urban Maeder. This work was carried 

out entirely on their own initiative. More than 3,500 

arc already install<:>d in gliders in the Alps, and the 

Italian Gliding Federation made Flarm mandatory for 

gliders ilying in the Italian Championships in 2006. 

OSTIV has two working committees, the Sailplane 

Development Panel (the SDP) concerned with 

dirworthiness standards, and the Training and Safety 

Panel I the TSP).The SDP meeting was attended by a 

senior representative of the European Aviation Safety 

Agency, Boudewijn Deuss, who gave a riE't,1ilecl 

description oi tlw rule-making process. He irknti fied 

.trCJS in which the work of the SOP in establishing air­

worthiness standards can coordinate w ith the rule 

making activiti<C'S of I:ASA in drawing up CS-22 

(CPrti fication Specification for gliders). Thi s is very 

encouraging. A change to OSTIVAS Airworth iness 

Standards was made to ,1llow the weight limit oi 850kg 

on motorgliders to also apply to gliders w ithout engines. 

it was pointed out that the increased energy involved 

cou ld cause problems in a iield landing. A c.hange to 

OSTIVAS to accommodate lightweight gliders was d!So 

approved. Rolancl Stuck, !'resident of the European 

Gliding Union, gave a forceful presentation on the 

future oi gliding. Ronald Rlumc oi the Luitfahrt 

Bunclesamt gave a talk on the design and certification of 

jet-powered gliders, concluding they w<'re not feasible. 

The meeting of the TSP discussed national accident 

data irom each country, including an excellent analysis 

of gliding accidents in the UK from Hugh Browning. 

Canada's new National Saiety Management System was 

discussed by lan Ofdaker (an ex-Brit). A sub-committee 

is working on draft "Standard Operating Procedures" 

that should specify minimum standards and best 

protocols for all types oi gliding operations. This is 

somewhat controversial, hut Gerh;:ud Waibel pointed 

out that if we diu not reach agreement, oificials would 

do it for us. A proposal to in rease the re'lui r<>cl 

approach angle from I :7 to 'I :5 to enable lilndings in 

the small Scandinavian fields was not accepted. 

A total of 27 papers were presented at the OSTI\1 

Congress. A summary of il chosen iew of thes , fol lows. 

- O livicr Liechti of Switzerland has st•t up a convection 

model. "Regtherrn", licensed to the German Wmther 

Bureau. i\nother model "Top Task Competi tion", shows 

regional forecasts, calculates flight pions ior fl ight t 1sk.s, 

and d<.JCLJrnents simulated flights. A self-briefing system 

is also av;1ilable i rom the German \!\leather Bur~·au. 

- C. Lincfemann presented a fascinating account of the 

condi tions required for the formation of cloud streets. 

One satpic showed such cloud streets extending irom 

one side oi Europe to the other. 

- Milan Matekja and Lukas Popclka d iscussed "The 

Study of Influence of Active and PassivE> ,v\cthods of 

Control of the Boundary Layer". The study considered 

synthetic jPLs that work by blowing and sucking at high 

frequencies to control the boundary layer, but without 

adding or subtracting any net flow. 

- i\ p, per by Gorfiried Sachs and Orlando cla Costa 

("Dynamic SoJring in Shear Wing Regi<.1ns AssociaLcd 

with Jet Streams") w ncluded that while ,Jggressive 

m<Jnocuvri ng is required, dynilmic soJring in thP jet 

stream is possible. 

- A study from the Czech Republic by Lukas Popelka 

and Milan Matejka analysed il 'luestionnaire concerning 

the priorities oi p ilots fl ying club-type gliders. Handling 

performance and low-speed performance were more 

important than maximum cross-country speed. This 

provides a signifi cant input into aerioi l design for club 

and train ing gliders. 

- " Damage Detection of Fatigue-Loaded CFRP 

Components" by Chri toph Kcnsche, Rodolfo Aoki and 

l) ieter Oppcl, discussed simplified load and fatigue tests. 

The valut: oi non-dt•structive testing was emphasised. 

- Hugh Browning presented an important paper, "Safe 

Winch Launches", intended to reduce the number of 

fJta l and serious accidents during w inch launches. This 

p,1per explored the rnle o f stall during rotillion in these 

ilcc idents and found that it significantly increased w ith 

thE' rilte oi rotation. 

- Loek Boermilns reported on " lmprnvement of an 

Artifi cial Stall Warning System for Sa ilplanes". The 

system uses static pressure measurements at two points 

in the side of the fuselage nose to give an angle-oi­

attack indication thilt is independent of wing loading 

and y.1w angle. Its value has been proved in flight tests. 

- i\ paper by Jannes Neumann, "ASK-2 1: Spin Training 

with Tai l Weights", dealt w ith the cifect on longitudinal 

stability oi centre-oi-mass loca tion and demonstration to 

students. The glider should behave in the silme manner 

when flown solo as when spinning is being 

demonstratE'd to the pupil by the instructor. 
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Insurance? tet's 
We couldn't find 
the right insurance 
for the sport we 
love so we sourced 
our own. 
Now it's available 
for like-minded 
adventurers 
worldwide. 

• Competitive Glider premiums 

• Whole of world cover 

• Single and Group policies 

• Includes towing, in transit and storage 

• Optional Events and Liability cover 

o back to the~ start. 
Onrisk also do: 

e Life cover and personal accident for pilots 
• Glider Travel insurance 
e 3rd Party liability 

Authorised and Regulated by The Financial 
Services Authority, England. 314502 

ON~ISJ<.co.uk 
adventure sport insurance without the sting 

Freephone 08000 43 93 42 

Gliders, Microlights, Hovercraft, Commercial Ribs, 
Adventure Travel. Instructor loss of licence 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Gliding is NOT a Seasonal Sport 
Winter at Southdown Gliding Club where 300km's are regularly flown from 

October 

Tel: 01903 746706 I 742137 www.SGC1.org Southdown Gliding Club 

www.REFINISH.biz 
Glider repairing & refinishing in Poland 

Great prices- Superb quality and service- BGA approved and insured workshop 

Refinishing 
The workshop in Poland has already completed nearly 
150 UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality 
finish and service with minimum hassle for our 
customers 

Open Class, Standard & 15/18m 
Complete Refinish in T35, Schwabellack or "2 Pack", 
All Mylar seals replaced, cockpit repainted, Numbers 
and logos replaced, full weight and mass balance of 
control surfaces, minor surface damage filled , BGA 
CofA provided. The glider Gel coat is effectively 
returned to "as new" condition. 

We look after all the arrangements and can provide 
collection and delivery as required. 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services 

August - September 2006 

Repairs 
*** £400 cashback offer *** 

We provide a £400 cashback incentive for any major 
repair work carried out in 2006. 

We offer a full, no hassle glider repair service, including 
door to door collection and delivery from anywhere in 
the UK. We give fixed price quotes and realistic 
completion dates. We have done major repairs for 
several large UK clubs. 

*** Repair and Refinish service*** 
For gliders being repaired we can offer a very, very, 
very good deal on a complete refin ish at the same time. 

Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford, Northants. NN6 6JJ 
Tel +44 (0)1858 575665 - paul@crabb.biz 
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Photographs by Portmoak's 
Michele Warren give us an 
insight into the grace of gliding 

MICHELE has been flying for only the last three years 

but a keen photographer for more than 20. Afthough 

she enjoys joining her boyfriend, Dave Allan, at the 

Scottish Gliding Centre, Portmoak, her own progress 

has been intermittent due to her distance from the site 

(she lives and works in Manchester), pressures of work 

and the resultant infrequent flying. A new digital camera 

introduced a happy alternative for airfield weekends, 

since photos generate lively conversation and insights 

into both flying and photography Her first attempt at 
a composite image - continuous shooting from behind 

the launchpoint - met with enthusiasm and suggestions 

from instructors for other sequences. This prompted a 

more determined effort to find different viewpoinls and 

get interesting shots. The accompanying photographs 

were taken with a Nikon 050 and a Nikkor 70-300mm 

G-series telephoto. Using Photoshop Elements, a few 

frames were combined to make a continuous backdrop 

before the aircraft from remaining frames were added 

as separate layers. Some of the adjacent background 

was initially kept, in order to find the correct position 

I 

and brightness for each image, but was later trimmed to allow the full 

set to be seen. Then the clubhouse analysis begins' 

Top and above: A walk up Bishop Hill gives a grandstand view of 

Kevin Moloney and Paul Roche flying one of the Scottish Gliding 

Union 's K-21s. The stretch of water in the background is Loch Leven 

and the single shot is from the top series. Left: Kevin and Paul 

bring K-21 HPW back down to earth at the club 's Portmoak site 
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Technical data 

Wing span 28m, 92ft 

Wing area 

Aspect ratio 

17.61m2, c. 57sq ft 

44.5 

Fuselage length 

Height (fin plus tailwheet) 

Empty weight with min equipment 

Max all-up weight 

Wingloading 

Max speed 

Min speed 

Min sink 

Best glide 

Solo engine 

FRP-Prop (Technoflug) 

Rate of climb with engine 

Max engine-on cruise speed 

Max usable tank capacity (litres) 
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9.1m, 29ft 10in 

1.7m, 511 7in 

c 600kg 

810kg 

40-46kgtm2 

280km/h, 151 kt 

75km/h, 40.5kt 

c 0.4m/s, 0.7kt 

c 60:1 

c 62 PS/hp 

d 1.6m 

2.6m/s, 5kt 

160km/h, 86kt 
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Cross an ASH 25 
with an Eta and 
you get an EB28. 
Ed Downham (right) 

describes how his 
syndicate came to 
buy one - and the 
fun flying they are 
having with 60:1 

LAST spring, after many years' thought, 
Steve Lynn and Robin May of the 
Dunstable-based ASH 25 syndicate 

("13") were slowly coming round to the idea 
that engined sailplanes were the next logical 
step forward. Steve and I had been looking 
at the Antares - a very impressive machine 
-but instead we three decided to form a 
syndicate. We felt that a self-launching, 
two-seat, Open Class glider was the way 
to go and had some initial discussions, 
after which it became clear that a "motor" 
option was preferable to a "turbo" as, for us, 
it gave far more flexibility in operation. 

Robin and Sieve - along with Mike Bird ­
had been partners in their "normal" ASH 25 
for a long time, so could see the possibilities 
of something like that with an engine of its 

D-KOOL has EASA Type 

Certification. Nine have been 

built, and this is the third with 

the all-carbon Eta fuselage. 

Continuing improvements have 

made D-KOOL 5kg lighter than 

its immediate predecessor 

Photos this page, from top: 

EB28 at its base, Duns/able, 

with its own retrieve vehicle 

and part-owner Steve Lynn 

(wearing 'chute) contemplating 

engine performance and take­

off runs before his first PI flight 

in it (photo by Adrian Hobbs); 

13 at Ostheim (Sieve Lynn); 

and in its trailer (Steve Lynn) 

own. We shook hands, thereby formally 
establishing the syndicate, and immediately 
started researching options: it was clear, 
even then, how exci ted we all were at 
the prospect. 

Looking back at the events that followed, 
it almost seems that they were pre-ordained, 
although I prefer to think that there was 
some free will involved! We contacted the 
manufacturers and agents of the two gliders 
which most closely fitted our specification: 
the Nimbus 4DM and ASH-2SMi, and were 
fortunate to be able to have several launches 
and a cross-country or two in each of them. 
(Many thanks to Simon Marriott and Ralph 
Jones, Fredi Li.idi and Pete Wells). This left us 
in something of a dilemmil, as both were 
superb sailplanes but each had its good 
points and areas we felt maybe cou ld be 
improved upon. Tricky. 

Robin and I were flying from Sch<enis in 
Switzerland when we learnt about the EB28, 
the wild-card entry. We drove to Ostheim 
on a duff day in the Alps, rnet Waiter and 
Oily Binder at the airfield and helped them 
to get the prototype EB28 "WB" our. ll's not 
a large hangar there, so we had to move an 
Eta out of the way to get at our machine, 
which was nestling beneath an ASW 22BLE 
and a Nimbus 4M .. . At this point we started > 

The EB28 is very much an evolved design, with roots in 

the ASH 25 and Eta. The fuselage is very similar to Eta, 

but with an ASH fin and tailplane; the inner panels are 

from the 25 and the outer ones reprofiled with a higher­

speed section; the tips are Wailer Binder's own design. 

Dimensions are greater than the ASH's but less than 

the Eta 's. The engine is a 63hp Solo with a belt-driven 

prop on a retracting carbon boom, giving a climb rate 

of 5-6kt. With second-stage thermal flap selected, the 

EB28 becomes airborne at 43kt, a noticeably better 

field performance, says Ed, than comparable SLMGs. 

The ultimate glide ratio, whilst still exceptional, is not 

as important as the shape of the polar, improved at 

the high-speed end by changes in fuselage and wing. 

13, adds Ed, consistently exceeds the ASH-25WL polar. 

And what about/he cost? Well, Ed says, if you were 

in the market for a new self-launching Open Class 

two-seater, then you would be able to afford an E828 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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NEW TO UK SKIES 

Above: Robin in EB. Right: flying with engine out. Below 

right: Waiter Binder (Www.binder-flugmotorenbau.de) 

Below. D-KOOL in Austria. Main picture, opposite: free 

flight (Www.tonyhutcl1ings.co.uk assisted by Steve Lynn) 

The three syndicate partners in the EB28 are: 

Ed Down ham: Soloed at Duns table, 1982. 3.000hrs gliding, 9,000hrs power, Diamond 

Badge and UK 750km Diploma, and holder of 13 current UK and Brit1'sh records. 

Likes: high-speed long-distance soaring and any weather-related challenge. Very much 

enjoys mountain flying and two-seater cross-countries. For Ed, gliding means freedom 

from most of the restrictions that apply in his professional flying 

Sieve Lynn: Soloed at Portmoak, 1971. 3,000hrs gliding, 60hrs TMG. Gold and two 

Diamonds. EnJoys cross-countries: getting round a task at a reasonable speed; having 

an enjoyable wander; flying beautiful machines that handle brilliantly For him, gliding is 

a constant challenge in a wonderful environment. And, he says. it gets better and better! 

Robin May: Soloed at Dorset GC, Old Sarum. 1967. Has 6,000hrs gliding. 19,000hrs 

power and Diamond Badge. Current British 18-Metre National Champion, he's held 

six national titles and competed in eight Internationals. Still enjoys the occasional camp 

but more and more likes expeditions. For Robin, gliding means pretty much everything 

in terms of what he's achieved, his social scene, ''and then." he adds, "there's my son .. 
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Wafter Binder (above) 

has been making gliders 

for decades, adding 

tips and self-launching 

capability; he built the 

fuselage and oversaw 

the final assembly of the 

Eta. He and his nephew, 

Oily, have performed 

hundreds of still-air test 

and comparison flights 

to eke out the most from 

what they're working on. 

His own EB28 was one 

of the first ASH-25s built 

and he has progressively 

improved it with changes 

in wing section. span. 

cockpit, power plant. 

propeller. and so on. 

during nearly 5,000hrs 

of development flying 

and record breaking. 

it is this ceaseless drive 

for perfection that marks 

him out and whatever 

he learns is used in the 

next glider he bwlds. 

"A very modest person. ·· 

says Ed. "Waiter is a 

practical engineer, 

exceptional soaring pilot 

and keen experimenter" 

www.tonyhutchings.co.uk assisted by Steve Lynn 

;:,. to worry that we were entering some 
rarefied upper level of soaring, which mere 
mortals such as ourselves were unworthy 
to even approach. 

This concern was soon dispelled hy the 
friendly and practica l m21 nner of Waiter and 
Co, and within a short space of time Robin 
took off w ith Oily into a reasonable-looking 
sky. Some considerable time later, they 
landed and it was time for my go. 

"Yes?'' I asked Rob. 
" I'm not saying anything," he sa id, totally 

fa iling to keep an inane grin off his face. 
"Hmm," I thought. 
I quickly launched with O ily in a 20kt 

westerl y, into a now quite spreadout 
situation. He put the engine away at what 
I regarded as a fairly brave height, then 
not long after demonstrated the low-level 
scratching capability of the EB28 w hi lst 
avoiding a field landing: I was very 
impressed by its manoeuvrabi lity and the 
amount of fee l. I tried some weak and strong 
thermals, sta lling, high speed runs, and 
so on, and was immediately at home on 
the controls. The cockpit was the most 
comfortable and roomy I'd ever sat in, too. 

I could see now where that stupid grin 
had come from - the glider felt great and 
everything " just worked". 

Aiter landing back, Robin and I had a briei 
chat (Steve having seen the glider a few 
weeks heiore) but it was a no-brainer, reall y. 
The EB28 had all the attributes we were 
looking for, plus a wi llingness on the part of 
the constructor to entertain ideas/addi tions 
from his customers. 

Waiter looked slightly surpri sed when we 
tu rned to him and said: "We'd like one, 
please". Maybe he was expecting us to order 
two? AnywJy, we shook hands on the deal 
and went down the road to the factory to 
have the options list explilined. 

I think German gl ider manufacturers have 
learnt much from their motor industry 
countei'J->ilrts. In the o ld days, leather seats 
were about the only extra available in J car: 
now everything from the wheels upwards 
Ciln be specified in gre<Jt deta i l. 

\Ne decided that we would have all of 
what we regarded as performance- or > 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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JAX'IDA Condensation-free 
All Weather Covers 
Protects your aircraft 
- Against sun, rain, and snow 
- 2 ply fabric with UV coating 
- Self-polishing action in the wind 
- Easy for one person to fit/remove 
Always clean and ready for take-off www.jaxida.com 

NEW TO UK SKIES 

comfort-enhancing options and then take 
a critical look at the rest. We ended up w ith 
acrylic topcoat, electronic turbulation 
control, long-travel undercarriage, solar 
recharging, extended-range fuel tanks, 
li thium manganese power cells, extra 
batteries in the w ingtips and a whole load 
of other little bits and pieces. We thought 
about electric trim but decided to save weight 
as we could always retrofit it if necessary; 
carbon control runs were also on the menu 
but they didn't save much weight and made 
us nervous about lightning strikes! 

We asked if it would be possible to have 
some sort of castoring wheel that could be 
kept on board and fitted under the ta il like 
the old Asti r, so you could push the glider 
off a hard runway without a tail dolly. 

After a bit of consideration and an 
exchange of tech nica l German, the answer 
was: "No problem" -a reply that has become 
the syndicate catchphrase. 

They were also quite happy to modify the 
fuel system for us so we cou ld refuel off-site 
w ith the minimum of equipment. 

The EB28 before ours was delivered in 
August and we spent the next six months 
in eager anticipation, with one visit to the 
factory during the gestation period of our 
new aircraft. We were getting regular updates 
w ith digital pictures attached, showing all the 
parts coming together as they were created; 
at the same time we were designing the 
instrument panels and ordering the trailer, 
towing-out gear and all the other boring bits, 
which are just as essential as everything else. 

At the beginning of March the factory 
indicated that our new machine was ready, 
a month earlier than expected, and only 
needed a test flight and a few finish ing 
touches. We spent five days at the Binder 
workshop during the handover, getting the 
final details just righ t - we are all agreed that 
their customer service has been second to 
none in every respect. They are incredibly 
laid-back, however, as we remember having 
to wait for Oily to finish his ham sandwich 
before the first fl ight while we were bouncing 
up and down w ith excitement. 

The snow came down shortly afterwards 
and we next flew in the UK, at Bourn, to get 
a feel for the performance and experiment 
with engine-out circuits and landings. 

At the time of writing (June 2006), we have 
flown more than 180 hours and more than 
14,000 cross-country kilometres in the three 
months since picking up the EB28, including 
missing most of May because of appalling 
weather. The best distance so far has been 
1 ,084km and the longest time in the air has 
been eleven-and-a-quarter hours, with both 
pilots able to walk away from the glider 
afterwards with no discomfort! 

We improved on the UK 500 and 600km 
records in April and hope for some similar 
condi tions during the rest of the season. 

So far tfle glider has exceeded all our 
expectations in terms of performance, 
handling and comfort; if you want one 
you'd better be quick as they make only ~ 
two a year ... 
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This page: 13's travels in the UK up until the end of 

April2006 included a visit to Enstone (above) the 

Brecon Beacons (below middle) and past Cambridge 

(below). Since then it's visited the Austrian Alps (bonom) 

Top three photos: Steve Lynn 

Bottom: Conny Andersson..Www.blacknosugar.com 
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Progress fa11ing short? 

/ • Bespoke courses 
ab-initio to gold 

• One-to-one tuition 
• Confidence 

build;ng 
• FriendlJ' social 

atmo,,1ibere 
• Caravan & camping 
• On-site bar and cafe 
• In tructor training 

lfyou can dream it, )IOU can do it ... 
Acbieve your potential, call 

• Bookable training ­
no launch queues 

01789 772606 
noncvhnurnc Ru, Billford on \von. 

"ark~. n;;;o 4PD BIDFORD 9' 1~,·~r; W \ w.hitlforugliding.co.uk flt ft 
e~~ ~ 

offic:c@bidlt)rdgllding.~.:o.uk V 

OP1X.20 20 are soft plasbc: reading lenses which 
ban yo...- stlndard paar of sunglasses into bifocal 
readbJ8 sooglasses. 
OPTX.20fl0 are optically IConU 111d come in 
SIX dift readma lddttions. 
OPTX..20I20 tix easily to at--Wtth wu 
and can be moved to ~ 1deal pos1tioft on lbe 
lens 
OPTX.2QJ20 can be replacecl with bigber c:anc:­
tion as the years Inevitably pass and your readin8 
lddibon needs to be llla'e8Sed. 
OPTX.2012Q Clll be trimmed If necemry to fit 
lilY style 111d shape of sunglasses and I remain 
optic:ally 

GLIDING ACHIEVEMENTS 

The world 

For the first of two articles in 
this issue that share the joys 
of achieving your gliding goals, 
Melissa Jenkins writes about 
her initiation as a cross-country 
pilot while, overleaf, Steve 
Blundell describes going solo 

IT ALL started long, long ago on an airfield 
fM far away. Well , okay, near Trowbridge, 
but that's a heck o f a long way from the 

Dunstable Dow ns. I blame my best friend 
for getting me hooked on gl id ing, w hich is 
rather ironic as she screamed all the way up 
her winch launch. Four years, and a spell 
of rainy w eekends later, I stopped living 
a normal 9-5 li fe to become a gl iding 
lay-about. .. but I d igress - th is is supposed 
to be about the ups and downs of my first 
year fly ing cross-country. 

M y cross-country lifesty le began folded 
into the back seat of the ASH 25, 13. We 
explored exotic and faraway places like 
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beyond the familiar landmarks 

Bedford, Silverstone and M ilton Keynes, and 
then raced back to the club at a ridiculous 
speed, landing just as the rain started 
to fall. lt was both my first time out of range 
(1,400ft at Silverstone), and my first sighting 
of alien spaceships (the snow dome). 

I was hooked once aga in, making all 
that awful post-solo stuff fade into the past... 
(thanks, Steve Lynn). 

Shortly thereafter I was introduced to 7(, 
previously the LS-4 known as 70. She's just 
the most beautiful glider ever! Our first 
couple of flights were easily the longest and 
most comfortable I'd ever had, but 7C was 
born to go places fast. Even after two flights 

7C's seven top tips 
Find yourself a Top Crew 
Buy an LS4 
Give in to the nagging of your 

ICL captain 
Take a cross-country course 
Avoid at all costs landing out 

with spectators nearby 
Thoroughly inspect logbooks/ 

trailer before buying a glider 
Join the London GC (okay, 

shameless plug) 

August - September 2006 

she was showing signs of restlessness, 
obviously not content with my shallow turns 
and my overwhelming need to be able to 
see the Whipsnade Lion. In fact she was 
suffering so badly that she went moonlight­
ing with her former owners (Rob in and Andy 
May) and proceeded to win the Blue Class 
of the Dunstable Regionals. I was so proud! 

I was supposed to be at the same regionals 
as crew, but I was definitively rubbish. 
Shirking my duties on the first sunny day 
I was popped into the back of the other ASH 
(8) ... I spent the flight alternating between 
being totally lost (it was the Fens), nauseous, 
and confused as to why Carr Withal I was 

Top right: London GC member Melissa with the wingtip 
and (main picture, above) in LS4 7C, competing in the 

Novice Class at tile Inter-club League. She agreed to 

do it before she'd even been out of gliding range ... 

Left: The need to convert Libe/le trailer fittings for the 

LS4 led to this journey by Tube. ''I can just see the 
Daily Mail !Jeadtines, .. remarks Melissa: "Transport for 

London bans unidentified purple objects" 

Right: Rebrief at the Dunstable Regionals, where she 

landed out on the first day and won the second 

All photos: Canny AnderssonA'Iww.blacknosugar.com 

ignoring 6kt climbs. lt wasn't until we landed 
that the rea lity of a (apparently) relaxed 
300km in three hours hit home- we'd been 
everywhere and back and it was just a quiet 
Sunday drive in the ad illac. 

Unfortunately, proper weather tradition 
was observed and it proceeded to rain for 
six months. I learnt much more about 
Car-lack, polishing, and rigging than flying. 
Looking through the logbook the only 
comment was",, gentle drift to ground" 
-repeated about 1 7 times. Conny (aka Top 
Crew) became a full-time part of my life and 
begun advanced crew training. As it turned 
out he's better at gl iding fettl ing than me, so > 
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> now I just buy the power tools and quietly 
leave him to it. 

This lack of excitement allowed our 
Inter-dub League captain (Rupert) to get his 
hooks in and start plugging how great ICL is. 
At the same time he showed me further 
glider cleaning and polishing techniques, 
helped refine my landout kit and nagged me 
about safety. My only confusion lay in the 
fact that I had never gone out of range by 
myself- why on earth did he think I was 
going tu make Novice? 

To top it off I needed this little thing called 
Silver before I was even allowed to fly in the 
inter-club. 

Two weeks before the Husbands Bosworth 
ICL event, and Rupert was getting decidedly 
worried. I went for it and made it J total of 
8km. Less than I hJd accidenta lly done the 
week before. Perhaps it was because I had 
taken two Camelbaks with me instead of 
one? (Over-ballasted for the thermals.) 

The next weekend various people had 
inspired me to go fl y, and I misunderstood 
what kind of flying they meant. Fortunately 
I was saved by terrible horizontal visibility 
- I don't think I ever even s,1w my favourite 
lion. So I just kept on going upwind until 
I realised I was half way. 

Top Crew had iaith (he'd been nagging me 
as much as Rupert) and was busy reassuring 
people on the ground that I was fine ... 

As it happened the conditions got much 
better aiter Milton Keyncs. The highlight was 
my reception at Hus Bos: 

"Are you here for a trial lesson?" 
"Umm, no, I flew here." 
"Today?" 
Conny (Top Crew) was the first person to 

know, Rupert was the second. I had a huge 
grin, and J iew celebratory drinks were 
enjoyed. 

ICL weekend was J blur involving rain (as 
always). On the last day we were assigned a 
massive 1 06.6km task (I had to refold my 
map) and went! I' ll never forget the second 
leg (26km/h), as it took about two years, or 
the last leg racing a rather large converging 
rainstorm .. . I got rea lly lucky and landed 
about a minute before the downpour. Kate 
Woods had been ahead of me, but had 
missed the last climb and unfortunately got 
washed out. 

The next two ICL weekends were spent 
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drinking tea and redoing 7C's trailer (as she 
wasn't comfortable in Libel le fittings). I can 
see the Daily Mail headlines: "Transport for 
London bans unidentified purple objects"! 

With a week till the regionals, Bill 
"Airbrakes" Craig is dragging me around 
the sky on a cross-country course ca lling 
"906 leaving" as he ditched 700ft. 

We ended up doing 78km/h, an unnatural 
speed, and I went home exhausted. 

The next day Paul "Whisper" Rackham 
did the same with the added twist of virtual 
radio silence (he was more discreet about 
the airbrakes), and I went home to sleep! 

Note to self: build up the stamina. 
The weekend following was the regionals 

and what stress- my goal was to be in the 
top 60 per cent. I started off well with my 
first field landing (below), a lovely stubble 
field a rather nice farmer had conveniently 
left on the way back to London GC. I think it 
took me 1 ,800ft to pick it. Top Crew, having 
trained with others during the ICL events, 
was excellent and had us home in no time. 

Day 2 was blue and hot and a 320km 
task! 320! That was a long way and I'd never 
even flown on a blue day. As it turned out 
this was a benefit, as I had no idea how 
scared of them you are supposed to be ... 
I just flew at 70 as I'd learnt the week before. 

By half way I'd passed a lot of people and 
caught up with my flying buddy (143) at 
which point I stuck like glue until I fell out of 
the hottom. I didn't see another LGC glider 
until after I'd landed, but wow, what a flight 
I ended up having! But the best bit was that I 
had time to wash my hair before the gaggle 
returned. By total fluke I'd won a day at the 
regionals! (I needed the next one to recover.) 

The rest of the regionals were great and 
I ended up 4th overall (almost third). All 
as a result of a season of inter-club, an 
excellent cross-country cou rse and a totally 
supportive lub! 

On the other hand, we won't talk about 
the Bicester ICL finals, except to mention 
that I had two really nice fields with lovely 
farmers. One of which was unfortunately 
ofiered the Bicester spectators an excellent 
view of my landing! 

What's next? Mountains, regionals, a place 
low down in the Club Class Nationals, 
no more Monday morning commutes... \ _ 
Oh, and a bit of fun ;) ~ 

First 
solo 
Steve Blundell reveals why his 
flying was fine when he soloed 
- but his listening was lacking 

IT HAD BEEN a full day by S.OOpm and 
I sensed there was still more to do. You just 
lent a hand, didn't you; keeping the log 

up to date, 'gatoring gliders back to the 
launchpoint, attaching the cable, holding a 
wing level and motioning to Steve the tuggie. 
And there was the constant, neck-stretching 
checking of aerial activity- Sierra Romeo 
on finals for 24. 

Trial flights had required the "chaperoning" 
of loved ones whilst hubby, daughter or 
friend were being looked after in the air by 
instructors Nigel and Bill. Some trials were 
trophy collectors- those trying everything, 
but never sustaining any one thing; butterfly­
ing through microlighting, helicopter flights 
and now gliding- Clear up and behind. 

Others were the quiet companions tending 
to timidity, uncertain of what to do, to look 
at or to say, trying hard to show interest for 
the sake of thei r loved ones: but not fully 
convinced that they would return to earth in 
one piece. But mostly these entourages 
adopted a skittish, childlike air, half pumping 
you wi th questions, half just watching in 
genuine awe, with much pointing of video 
and snapping of cameras- Take up slack. 

There was the delightful veteran glider 
pilot now in her 80s, modestly reminiscing 
about her early winch launches lasting 
seconds rather than minutes, but the trained 
eye still taking in the launchpoint protocols 
and me on my guard in case I made some 
basic errors- All out, all out. 

There was the race in the gator to intercept 
two women walking obliviously across the 
active strip. An "I've come to politely bollock 
you" ensured a rapid escort to a safer position. 

In between these vital actions I was having 
a series of short 1 ,OOOft flights with Nigel; 
hold Puchacz nosewheel off as soon as 
possible on the ground run; keep consistent 
station behind the tug; make a clean cable 
release; scrape for thermals with good look­
out and well co-ordinated turn; set up high 
key position by 900ft; check wind direction 
and strength; identify a reference point; 
establish a centre-line and possible places to 
intersect on finals, depending upon sink or 
lift encountered; set attitude, speed to SSkt 
and trim out; look out for traffic; make clean, 
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firm stick-and-rudder turn on to diagonal; 
lookout to reference angle; then on to base 
leg; scan over nose check angle, attitude, 
ASI; place hand on airbrakes handle; line 
up; "feel for any cross-wind"; keep descent 
clean; open airbrakes to reduce angle of 
attack and increase rate of descent; look out 
for any last-minute conflicting traffic; keep 
on line; approach ground ready to kick off 
drift whilst hold ofi and allow ground ai r to 
cushion as we float gently to touch down; 
and hold w ings up and keep glider straight 
until we stop. 

Out of those six flights variations are 
engineered by N igel; being t<J iked through 
a low cable break w ith a c lean, well­
co-ordinated turn to land downw ind; 
tuggie's w ing-waggling signal to pull off 
nea rer 600ft for a low circuit; finding li ft 
to 2,000ft and checking the earl y stall 
warnings, of nose high atti tude, change in 
noise around glider, reduced ASI re<Jding, 
slight buffet sensation and taking recovery 
action of stick forward and centralise, keep 
w ings level and pull out gently to recover 
normal speed; and, after <1 searing height 
ga in to 5,200ft, two full spins and satisfactory 
recoveries, with opposite rudder, b<Jck to 
centre with stick, then stick forward and 
cl imb out of the dive. 

Variations sometimes are not engineered 
but merely happen, like the turn on finals as 
a motorglider is taking off in your direction 
-at first he doesn't see you, but you are 
committed to land, you make a slight adjust­
ment in drift and turn to line up slightly to 
the south of your intended li ne, but he sees 
you at SOft and banks to his right in 'plenty' 
of time. You make a mental note to " judge 
and react accordingly" as your heart slips 
slowly back to its normal position. 

You are again exiting the glider awaiting 
the gator for the traipse to the launchpoint. 
Both parachutes unc lipped. But Nigel takes 
his off and places it on the rear seat; you 
half-consciously notice he's strapping it in. 

" If you've misjudged your landing run and 
you're approaching that hedge fast w hat' ll 
you do?" comes out of the blue as you press 
clown on the nose to swivel the glider round 
to attach the rope to the now-present gator. 
"Er ... pull full airbrakes?" "Yes, but they 
aren't goi ng to stop you" ."Er ... the tailbrake 
is not that effective and I'd probably lose 
time searching for it so I'd -er - ground loop 
as slowly as possible?". "Right, remember 
you save yourself fi rst". 

We've trundled back to the launchpoint 
and I' m feeling a little tired, it's about 5.00. 
Sky blue, place almost empty. " Right, how 
d'you feel about going on your own?". 

"Err [yet again ] ... yeah, let's do it," finding 
some adrenal in from somewhere. 

"Remember to do exactl y what you have 
been doing, watch your speed on finals and 
keep a good lookout." 

After the compulsory wander round to the 
back of the caravan to relieve myseli, I walk 
over to JSR. I've been huddled in thi s thing 
for what fee ls like all clay, so long in fact that 
being out of it on the ground feels unnatural. 
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I glance reassuringly at the st ick, open the 
canopy, re-check my parachute is comfort­
able (did I really spend just a little w hile 
longer do ing that thi s time?), I slip into the 
faded grey seat, my feet greet the fami liar 
worn paintwork, bits of mud and grass, 
slump on the rudder peda ls and outwardly 
I let out a long sigh. 

Everything feels physica lly heightened 
as if all these inanimate objects are wait ing 
patiently for me to meet their approval so as 
to wish me well. Nigel silently passes over 
the shoulder straps. I fasten sides, crutch and 
then shou lder straps together. Check all are 
secure. I look at the instruments, just as I'd 
left them barely 15 minutes before. Bravo 
Bravo, the tuggie, is purring in the w ings. 
Watching. Waiting. A ll are watching, wait ­
ing. Just for me. Breathe deeply and start to 
concentrate on w hat you need to do. Nigel, 
as if reading my mind, says reassuringly: 
"Do just as you've been doing all day, try to 
relax, have fun and you've ... " . 

His voice tails off. I barely hear his words 
as I'm al ready into my checks. 

CB-SI FT-CBE .. . canopy down and locked, 
brakes closed and locked. Do I spend longer 
on the eventualities than before? Probably, 
if cable break aim for that field we spotted 
before; little crosswind so approach speed 
55kt. "Cable lock open". "Cable on". 
"Closed and locked, thank you". Looking 

'Wonder why he's gone 
this way? Can't see any 

conflicting traffic . .' 

straight ahead now. Tug approaching, I feel 
w ing being lifted, glance across and wave a 
brief acknowledgement. Smile as for some 
reason I remember leaving my newly typed 
w ill in my studio desk. "Take up slack, take 
up slack". Cable seems to take ages to turn 
from a languid snake into a taut w ire blade. 
I try to breathe slowly, emphasising my 
exhalations. "All out, all out" . We're ro lling. 
Stick held not too tightly in right hand, ease 
nosewheel off ground, keep it str<1 ight w ith 
left rudder and right stick as touch of w ind 
blows i rom 2 o'clock direction. Left hand on 
cable release. We are airborne, tug lifts off, 
established on climb. Keep horizon between 
tug and canopy. Glance at altimeter, 200ft, 
300ft, that field there. But tug is turning in a 
different di rection than he has been all day. 
W e're heading north. Oh well, keep position 
as he turns, follow him round. Not too much 
stick, but both touch of stick and rudder. 
That's better. Wonder why he's gone th is 
way. Can't see confl icting traffic. 600ft, 
700ft. Look out, airfield over right shoulder. 
Sufficient height now for circuit landing. We 
keep turn ing til we're north of the field 
approaching 900ft. L okout. Airfield identi­
fied. Straight flight now. Perhaps this was an 
instruction from N igel- perhaps this is what 
always happens on first solos: that there is a 
variation to the tow out, a slight adjustment, 
a further test for the student? 

We're coming up to 1,000ft. Good look 
out. Clear. Tug straight, I pull ofi cleanly as 

we are abeam the airfield. Cable scuttles 
away, I manage to gain an extra 1OOft, turn, 
straighten out, check horizon, set speed at 
50kt, trim and settle down. 

O h boy .. . oh boy .. . I giggle. it's okay 
now. Wow. I look around me as if for the 
first time- fields, roads, clouds, buildi ngs, 
al l pristine lines and shapes, sharp like 
burnished aquatints; all captivati ng colours, 
del irious for my attention: I don't remember 
things being so fresh or intoxicating. 

O h boy ... oh boy ... We, I mean ME, I, 
I'm slowly moving, gently. Things are quiet 
up here. I'm under cloud so mak a fi rm 
turn, as if on publ ic display. A firm, well­
co-ordinated turn . Gain some height, nose 
comes up, stick slightl y forward, keep speed 
accurate. Still turning. Make 200ft at 3kt. 
Whoops, I'm out of it now. How d id that 
happen? Airfield identify. Good lookout. 
Move close to airi ield. H igh key is over 
there. You are some way aw<Jy. Point glider 
back to field. Sink _ .. 1,300ft, 1,200ft, 
1,1 OOft. Okay, looks like consider circuit 
now. Touch of lift hits me, I take advantage. 
My smile becomes a fu lly composed beam. 
I breathe deeply, the beam broadens stil l 
more. Stop this bloody concentrate. This 
requires work. Get on wi th it. Spot Nigel 
and tuggies by caravan. Feel eyes from 
everywhere glued on me. Concentrate. 

Set high key - fl ight seems to be speeding 
up now. Thi ngs to do. "Get on w ith them 
then," I shout, as if to impress Nigel. Sink on 
downw ind, look for reference point, look at 
angle, don't fixate on it, crabbing closer to 
airfield so steer slightly away. Diagonal, 
angle looks good, lookout. Speed check, 
atti tude, trim leave alone now. O n base bit 
of dri ft, keep turn clean and smooth. Feel a 
bit jumpy now, don't tighten pressure on 
stick. A deep breath. Finals, a little high. 
Hand finds airbrakes lever. Line up, quick ly 
now, make small adjustments. Open air­
brakes to half, judge ra te of descent. I' ll 
clea r the hedge, close brakes slightly. Look 
up field. Open brakes a I ittle more. Breathe 
aga in. Floating, I'm pressing my back into 
the seat. No need to. Out breathe. Hold off. 
Nudge off drift, l ine up. Land. Touchdown. 
There. Slide sideways a little to stillness. 

Oh boy. Oh boy. Buzzing ... Brilliant ... 
Beaming ... 

Then down to earth as I step out and a 
voice asks: "Why did you come off early? 
I sa id you've got a 2000ft tow - that's why 
the tug went the other way .. . " 

jolted for a moment then ' I [er] ... 1 just 
got so used to pulling off at l ,OOOft and ... " 
"Ah," thinking to myself I hadn't li stened, 
had I? W hoops. Then, before I could really 
slap myself: "But you did well ... just gave 
me a bloody heart attack ... WELL DONE!'' 

The beam just stays and stays and stays. 
My breathing has improved but I could 
work on my listening! 

Steve went solo at 5.39pm 
on Friday September 2, 2005 
at Bidford Gliding Centre 
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acholanbJp n alrleague.co.uk; 
Beentary, Air Leque Edueatlonal Trust, 
Broadway House Tothlll Stnet. Loudou SWlB 90 
(0201 7222-8463 (020) 7222-8462 
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The Premier Motor Gliding School 
• Courses or by the hour for NPPL 

SLMG & TMG PPL. 
Bronze C Cross Country & Field 
Landing Checks. 

• Convert your BGA Licence to an 
NPPLSLMG. 
RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneaerodrome.co.uk 
telephone 01608 677208 
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Don't worry if it's not what it was- we check 
all the small print for you, it's all part of the 
service! 

h•ll aviation I insurance 
services ltd 

Contact Stephen Hill or Andrew Hatfield by: 

Phone: 01765 690777 Fax: 01765 690544 Email: hillaviation@btconnect.com 
Unit 1 A, Sycamore Business Park, Copt Hewick, Ripon, North Yorkshire, HG4 5DF 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 

Glider Training Evolution .... 

. . . . and Revolution 
- Web bookable training 
- 2:1 Pupil to Glider and Instructor ratio 
- 7 days a week 

August - September 2006 

www.glide. eo. uk 
01767 677 077 
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MEMBERSHIP FLEET FLYING NEW PILOTS 
Full Full 

Flying Flying Club Club Privately Club Privately Club Privately Number Total " A" Bronze Cross-

Members Members Temporary Two-seat Single-seat Owned Owned Owned Owned Owned Total of Hours Badge . Badge Country 

(Adult) (Junior) Members Gliders Gliders Gliders Tugs Tugs SLMG SLMG Launches Aerotows Flown Endorsement 

Andreas GC 20 2 14 1 0 4 0 1 0 1 398 54 51 3 0 0 

Angus GC 11 3 32 5 1 3 0 0 0 0 706 0 84 4 1 1 

Aquila GC 54 2 197 3 2 17 2 0 0 0 11 71 11 71 576 3 1 2 

Bath Wilts & North Dorset GC 92 9 323 5 3 35 1 0 0 1 2997 794 872 4 1 1 
Bidford Gliding Centre 86 5 444 3 3 45 2 0 1 0 2180 2150 0 8 1 3 
Black Mountains GC 57 2 385 2 2 36 1 0 0 1 2435 2435 3238 0 3 3 
BookerGC 181 16 1550 7 9 85 5 1 1 2 7330 7310 9000 8 11 9 
Borders GC 83 8 85 2 2 31 3 0 1 0 2447 2340 2204 5 3 2 
Bowland Forest GC 136 9 442 4 4 0 0 0 0 0 4025 0 1635 1 4 1 
Bristol & Gloucestershire GC 178 6 420 4 4 64 2 0 0 1 I 5375 2126 4302 2 5 2 

Buckminster GC 79 1 251 3 3 26 1 1 1 2 3301 2074 1974 4 1 6 
Burn GC 104 8 340 4 3 34 1 0 1 0 4634 1105 1834 5 0 5 
Cairngorm GC 30 3 60 2 0 8 1 0 0 0 733 656 699 0 0 0 
Cambridge Gliding Centre 178 9 1172 5 5 69 2 0 0 9464 2390 6495 19 8 8 

Carlton Moor GC 10 0 20 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 333 0 54 0 0 0 

Channel GC 2002 36 3 411 3 0 0 0 0 0 3 1617 0 186 2 0 2 
Connel GC 4 0 0 2 0 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 141 0 0 0 
Cornish GC 25 0 92 2 1 2 1 0 1 1 455 263 151 1 o : 0 

Cotswold GC 155 3 489 3 6 51 0 1 0 4 7145 130 2783 11 5 0 
Dartmoor Gliding Society 59 6 116 2 2 10 0 0 0 0 2373 0 439 3 2 0 
Deeside GC 81 18 377 3 3 16 2 1 0 2 3006 2926 3576 3 4 2 
Denbigh Gliding Centre 46 3 120 3 2 12 0 0 0 1 2750 0 909 1 4 0 
Derby & Lanes GC 151 5 541 4 3 43 0 0 0 2 5015 0 2334 5 7 7 

Devon & Somerset GC 146 14 171 4 4 40 1 0 0 1 7373 342 2371 5 5 4 

Dorset GC 40 4 154 2 1 16 1 0 0 1 1686 709 833 1 0 1 
Dukeries GC 35 9 157 3 2 12 0 0 0 0 2138 0 460 3 3 1 

Dumfries & District GC 7 0 0 1 1 2 0 2 0 0 182 0 50 0 0 0 

East Sussex GC 90 11 578 3 4 
I 23 1 0 1 2 3628 969 1349 6 1 4 

Essex & Suffolk GC 109 10 119 4 4 37 0 0 0 0 5533 42 ' 1808 9 4 4 
Essex GC 64 1 225 4 2 24 1 0 0 0 2246 890 618 2 3 0 
Herefordshire GC' 23 0 75 1 1 8 1 0 0 0 685 685 510 0 0 0 

Highland GC 48 5 181 1 1 17 0 1 0 1 1412 499 699 1 0 1 
Imperial College GC 11 15 29 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 459 210 260 0 0 0 
Kent GC 149 30 748 4 2 38 1 1 0 1 6872 14i 6 1650 9 3 4 

Lakes GC 26 0 42 2 1 12 1 0 0 1 630 585 350 0 1 1 
Lasham Gliding Socie1y 538 47 1956 13 0 198 5 2 1 2 21892 8275 0 38 18 16 

Lincolnshire GC I 34 1 136 2 1 6 0 0 0 0 1993 0 312 2 0 0 
London GC 286 29 2068 7 5 110 5 0 1 2 18138 8478 6782 6 7 10 

MendipGC 61 8 344 3 2 13 0 0 0 1 2335 172 521 5 3 1 

Midland GC 163 15 449 4 3 47 1 0 0 1 8304 589 4261 17 5 7 

Needwood Forest GC 46 7 192 3 2 6 0 0 0 0 1957 0 527 0 0 0 
Nene Valley GC 42 2 189 2 2 18 0 0 0 1 2704 9 735 2 0 0 
New ark & Notts GC 61 5 100 3 2 8 0 0 1 0 2891 163 765 3 2 2 

Norfolk GC 110 6 289 3 3 29 2 0 1 2 3630 2290 1586 0 3 3 

North Devon GC 14 2 175 2 1 8 0 1 0 1 700 700 0 0 1 0 

North Wales GC 23 
I 

2 81 2 2 5 0 0 0 0 1186 0 158 0 0 0 

Northumbria GC 68 21 374 3 1 10 1 0 0 1 2253 431 454 1 1 1 

Oxford GC 65 7 348 4 4 23 0 0 0 0 3800 20 1150 4 1 0 



Oxfordshire Sportflying Club 56 3 36 0 0 0 0 0 3 6 0 0 1400 0 
Peterborough & Spalding GC 50 5 184 3 2 0 2 0 0 1 1392 1392 1073 2 
Ranlesden GC 57 3 260 3 1 22 0 1 0 2 2717 635 964 2 
Sackville Vintage GC • 14 0 20 1 6 6 1 0 0 0 192 180 300 0 
Scottish Gliding Union 253 17 476 4 4 58 1 0 1 2 10019 1086 5747 13 
Shalbourne Soaring Society 91 9 300 3 3 26 0 0 0 0 3703 0 1150 5 
Shenington GC 136 19 355 4 4 36 0 1 1 1 7876 598 2376 10 
Shropshire Soaring Group 16 1 0 0 0 8 1 0 0 0 231 231 135 0 
South Wales GC 84 3 216 2 4 19 1 0 0 3 2467 821 1400 5 ' 

Southdown GC 163 23 554 3 3 42 3 0 1 1 5237 4637 6064 4 
Staffordshire GC 80 20 254 3 

I 
2 15 1 0 0 1 4004 667 1255 1 

Stratford On Avon GC 101 9 400 4 4 27 0 0 0 0 5399 0 1956 2 
Strathclyde GC • 10 3 15 1 1 4 0 0 0 0 110 0 11 0 
Suffolk Soaring Club 13 1 0 0 0 4 0 1 0 1 24 24 40 0 
Surrey & Hants GC 88 6 I 0 0 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Surrey Hills GC 64 10 392 4 3 6 0 0 1 0 4177 0 583 2 
The Motor Glider Centre 18 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 300 0 180 0 
The Soaring Centre 340 12 1325 5 5 105 3 4 1 I 1 10750 6780 7002 15 

Trent Valley GC 58 11 176 3 4 17 1 0 0 0 3348 618 1006 1 
Ulster GC 57 2 255 3 2 17 2 0 0 2 1757 1661 1558 4 
Upward Bound Trust 20 5 30 2 1 5 0 0 0 I 0 1083 0 306 1 
Vale of Neath GC' 17 0 6 2 1 3 1 0 0 0 185 169 137 1 

Vale of White Horse Gliding Centre 45 0 132 2 1 10 1 0 0 2 ' 805 805 657 1 
Vectis GC 28 2 127 2 1 9 1 0 0 0 837 837 341 2 
WellandGC 42 11 222 3 3 18 0 1 0 0 2211 276 732 3 I 

Windrushers GC 97 15 150 
! 

5 4 29 1 0 1 1 7393 1833 4450 8 
WoldsGC 153 I 33 618 4 2 41 2 0 0 0 8724 1355 3428 2 
York Gliding Centre 131 36 796 4 3 24 2 0 1 5 5424 3295 2046 2 
Yorkshire GC 178 17 259 4 3 48 3 0 1 0 3770 3111 4155 8 

I 

Civilian totals: 6575 648 24,619 228 191 1904 72 20 24 69 268,652 86,409 122,198 300 

SERVICE CLUBS 
Anglia GC' 28 0 56 2 2 8 0 0 2466 47 815 
Bannerdown GC 74 7 220 3 3 24 1 0 1 0 4275 121 2039 
Clevelands GC 59 14 2 3 13 2 1 0 3 2180 1256 1405 
Cranwell GC 72 6 170 3 4 10 1 0 1 1 3810 287 1304 
Crusaders GC' 36 1 3 1 1 0 0 1 0 2603 10 366 
Fenland GC 41 7 79 2 2 5 0 0 1 0 2277 37 549 
Four Counties GC 36 6 0 3 3 10 1 0 1 1 3894 524 1840 
Fulmar GC' 16 27 2 1 2 1 0 1 0 271 183 139 
Heron GC 33 2 78 2 2 4 1 0 1 0 743 574 491 
Kestrel GC' 24 4 73 2 2 5 0 0 1 0 1381 0 457 

British Army (Germany) Gliding Centre 34 12 30 4 3 1 0 0 1 0 1153 30 399 

Portsmouth Naval GC 112 18 83 5 5 15 2 0 0 2 6344 2572 1778 
RAFGSA Centre 108 4 45 4 7 8 3 0 2 0 6560 2940 2747 
SeahawkGC 25 2 10 3 3 3 1 0 0 1 1023 378 0 
WrekinGC 28 7 141 3 2 5 1 0 1 0 1161 307 512 
Wyvern GC 62 5 70 3 3 8 0 1 1 0 6029 121 1586 

Service totals: 788 94 1083 46 46 122 14 2 13 8 46,170 9387 16427 53 

Grand totals: 7363 742 25,702 274 237 2026 86 22 37 77 314,822 95,796 138,625 353 

'Previous year's statistics 

The British Gliding Association (established 1929) Is the governing body for the sport in I he United Kingdom, representing and furthering its Interests In an Increasingly competitive environment, 

11s mission statement Is: "to rovide effective leadership and continuily of gilding and soaring In the UK". You can find out more at: www.glidlng.co.uk·bgainfoiaboutthebga.htm 
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A list of contact details for member clubs and a map of where they are based Is in I he Aprii-May 2006 Sailplane & Gliding, available from the BGA shop at www.glldlng.co.ukishop11ndex.pl1p or 0116 253 1051. 
Alternatively, ou can use the Interactive ma at www.glldlng.co.uk findaclub 'ukmap.htm to locate the club you require. 

www.glldlng.co.ukfindaclub/ukmap.hlm
www.glldlng.co.ukfshop./ndex.pllp
www.gliding.co.ukbgainfoi8boullhebgiJ.hlm


Stratomaster UK www.stratomaster.co.uk Tel: 01624 671671 

RTC-1 £119 inc VAT 
The RTC-1 is a 3.5' format avia­
tion Real Time Clock featuring a 

two time zone system, stop­
watch, timer and alarm. Weight 

180 grams. 

Welcome to the future of Light Aircraft instrumentation .. . 

AHRS-2 £71 4 ne VAT 
State of the art solid state 

Attitude & Heading Reference 
System. Weight 330 grams. 

ASX-1 £153 inc VAT 
The unique 2.1/4' ASX-1 combines our 
excellent altimeter with the wide range 
airspeed indicator. Weight 100 grams. 

GPS-1 £220 I ne VAT 
Powerful 16 channel GPS nav­

igation system. 
Weight 190 grams 

micro Recorder™ 
The new generation of flight data recorders 

@ USB file transfer using Windows Explorer 
@ Rechargable battery life of up to 200 hours 
@ Stores up to 300 hours of flight data 
@ External antenna for optimum reception 
@ NMEA output to drive moving maps 

GF-2 £149 inc VAT 
The GF-2 is a 3.5' format Two 

axis G-force meter with memory 
and cycle counter. Measures ver­
tical force to + or - lOG al high 
accuracy. Weight 180 grams. 

ONLY 

£39S+vAT 
lnd. antenna and USB 

data,lchargin11 cable 

Contact Graham on +44 (0)7968 066710 , graham @ ewavionics . com or www.ewavionics.com 

Individually Tailored Cour es at Bicester Airfield 
Ke lr I for B ginn r arrler for Imp rovers • R d Kit' for la t ~ry! 

50 Sailplane & Gliding 

www.ewavionics
mailto:graham@ewavionics.com
http:www.stratomaster.co.uk


ABOYNE- NOT JUST A WAVE SITE 

Contacts 

Thermal 
Ridge 
Wave 

Exclusive Glider Hire 
No need to tow North. 

UK Mountain Soaring Championship 

3rd - 9th September 

Places available, contact the club or 
download from the web. 

Web: 
www .deesideglidingdub.co.uk 

E-mail: 
office@deesideglidingdub.co.uk 

Free Autumn Season Bookings 
Contact Mary-Rose 

All pilots welcome, we operate 7 days a 
week. 

Phone 01569 730687 
Phone: 013398 85339 E-mail maryrose.smith@virgin.net Expand your horizons 

ROGER TARGEIT 
Sailplane Services 

Bristol & Gloucestershire Gliding Club 
Nympsfield, Nr. Stonehouse. Gloucestersh ire GL10 3TX 

Tel: Workshop (01453) 860861 ·Home (01 453) 82251 8 
Mobile 07850 769060 

Offering outstanding workmanship, efficiency and service in: 
* All glass, carbon, kevlar, wood and metal repairs and modifications 

* Motor glider engine approval 

* C of A renewals and general maintenance 

* Weighings, including accurate in flight C of G positioning 

* Re-finishing in all types of gel coat ar j p<-int 

* Hard wax polishing 

* Competition sealing 

* BGA and PFA approved 

* Canopy perspex replacement 

- email sallplane@btconnect.com * Aircraft recovery 

www.sailP-.laneservices.co. uk 

Sportavia Soaring Centre is located at Tocumwal close to 
Australia's New South Wales/Victorian border and on the Murray 
River just 275km (3 hrs) drive from Melbourne. 

We're based on the largest WWII Aerodrome in the Southern 
Hemisphere - 326ha of facilities with massive runways (grass and 
sealed) and very amenity from a swimming pool to our own motel 

and fully licensed bar and restaurant. In fac1 we're a total gliding 
resort and we 're less than 2 km from the Tocumwal township itself 
with its restaurants, pubs and family activities. 

We have superb thermals, and virtually unlimited, no-stress land-out 
facilities with full aerial retrieves and friendly locals. And we have the 
largest privately-owned fleet of high performance gliders in the world! 

Sportav1a Tocurnwal NSW Auslra l1a 27 14 T + 61 3 5874 2063 F + 6 1 3 5874 2705 E- mfo@sportavia.com.au Web - www.sportavia .com .au 

Al1gust - September 2006 51 
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• • • • • • • • • • 
C P WEST Ltd 

Professional Re airs 
& Maintenance 

• 
Sailplanes & Gliders 

Self-Sustainers, Self-Launchers 
and PFA Permit types . 

• 
BGA M3 Au horised Maintenance 

German Qualified Composite 
Structures Inspector I Repairer 

• 
All Construction T es 

Wood - Metal- Composites 

• 
Controlled Environment Worksho 
and Refinishing Shop- the Key to 
Quality Composites and Finishes 

• 
01432 851886 
rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net 

• • • • • • • • • • 

, -. /l /. 
BIDFORD y t u:{t 1/~ , __ / 

IS OFFERING TRAINING WITH 

Bruno Brown 
BEGINNER AND IMPROVER TRAINING 

CONFIDENCE BUILDING 
INSTRUCTOR WORK UP TRAINING 

All courses will be tailored to your own requirements 
but will include: 

STALL APPRECIATION AND SPIN AWARENESS 
APPROACH CONTROL TECHNIQUE 

UNDERSTANDING THE DANGERS OF LOW FLYING 

"SAFETY THROUGH KNOWLEDGE" IS GOOD 
"SAFETY THROUGH UNDERSTANDING" IS BETTER 

Talk to Bruno on 0777 6385009 
www glidetrajn.com • e-mail: brunobrown@tesco.net 

THE NEW WAVE IN GLIDING ... 

A new operation offering a complete 

gliding package for all levels. 

Structured or casual courses, 

huge glider fleet, stunning scenery, 

discounts on all types of 
accommodation and a unique, 

friendly Kiwi atmosphere 

www.soaring.co.nz 

,--
See You Mobile v2.7 £149 !:) See You v3.5 £92 

::::s Probably the best PDA Navigation, 
Task Planning and Analysis software 

~ - Try it today -

Supplied on 3 COs with world wide 

Q) topo and satellite mapping. Now with 
downloading fo r EW flight recorders. 

Q) See You was used to score the 2005 

en Open Nationals, Junior Nationals and 5 
'--- reg1onal competitions 

~ 
UK Service Centre for the 
repair and upgrade of all 
Cambridge Instruments 

BGA and IGC Approved Calibration Centre 
for all types of GPS Flight Recorders 

£15 + £6 return post 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester OX26 5DW 
01869 245948 or 077:10 221131 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

THE SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

For more tha:n 70 years our members 
have been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring and Wave Sites in 
Scotland 

Why not join us and see for yourself 

Scotland's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2006 

Clubhouse accommodation, caravan and camping space 
must be booked in advance 

Call us on 01 592 840543 
The Sca"ish Gliding Centre 

Portmoak Airfield, Scotlandwell KY13 9JJ 
Web h"p://www.sco"ishglidingcentre.co.uk 

email: affice@sco"ishglidingce ntre.co.uk 

~ PFT- HINTON 

The Motor Glider Club 
• NPPL Courses - SLMG & SSEP 
• Courses for Glider Pilot's -

from £890 
• RT Courses & Test Centre 
• Ground Study W/E Courses 
• Motor Glider Hire - £52ph 
• C150 Hire - from £90ph 

Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 
less than 1 hour tram London or Birmingham - via M40 

01295 812775 
www.motorgliderclub.co.uk 

E-mail: clivestainer@tiscali.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk
http:http://www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk
mailto:dickie@bas.uk.net
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mailto:brunobrown@tesco.net
http:idetrain.com
mailto:rogerhurley@gliderpilot.net


u 
news 

Anglia (Wattisham) 
IN April the cluu became dn Army Gliding Club after 

m~ny ye.1rs of membership uf the RAFGSA but apart 
from this milil-;:1ry chcmge, we rontinue as before. An 

effort i> lHoing made to :lllr<l · t more Army personnel into 

glid ing and ivil ic~ n members are vPry welcome. fly ing 
at W.1tlish;1m offers not only one of the longc>t holfrl 
runways avtl iluhl<~ to gliding in the South East hut dlso 
some of the che.1pcst gliding available. ).Jmes 0 an and 

rd Weaver Me now full ratvd in;tructors and Pet 
Hruwn is tr.Jining a; d I:JI. 'vVit.h Gwyn Thom.1s iCFI), 
Frank McKeegan ;1nd ,John Courchee we Me well ki t led 

out fo r instructors and i f you want to learn to fl y we cdn 

• 1ssure you uf personal attention. Friday l'vening fl ying 
has re-commenced and wQ w ill be operating on Frid.1y, 
Saturday ;mrl Sunday throughout the summer. 
Mike Powell 

Aquila (Hinton on the Hedges) 
CONCRf\TULATIONS to )im llughes on his Assistant 

ra ting, Al.m V••al on his Bl r.l ting, Rrian HJmrnon ior 

completing BronLe, .1nd Stuart Johnston for his Bront-t' 
b.1elge and Silver height. All oi nur recent 13ronzc: pilots 

arc pro~re~s-ing well, most now convert ing to thl' K-2 ., 
.tnd Ast ir. \;Vt' Jr<:• org;mising more mid'vveok task 
flying when tlw weather looks promising. The llinton 
inter-dull weekend hc1d mixed \-vcather, with one 

competition day ilown. TI1anb lo Dami.cn Dyer, Tony 
Limb and their helpers for getting the most out of the 
'Veekend. Our I tJO Cui> is now being made dVil ilahl<• 
fonug 11ilot tr;1ining and tailwheel convNsion;. 

Tom O'Sullivan 

Bannerdown (Keevil) 
fiNAL! Y some cracking oaring d<~ys and we hove m, de 

the moll fit. 13.lnnerdown has been" hiw o f d<"livity, 
mo~t rec ntly , so. Hi ng wet·k where Wt"~ were joined hy 
members irorn Bowl,md foresl and fl 'W every dt:ly. 
There were loo many badg ilights to mention ·- it was 

that good! Th<• week ended with a fani<~Siic long<~>! cb y 

celebration on June 24 when we tlcw in shifts from the• 
crc1ck oi dc1vvn, before rt'ti ri ng to the b,tr for J well­
earned curry. We !hank everyone involved in planning 
,tnd running the wec•k and our visit()rS lor me1king the 

long journey. Congr<~ IS to our new Bl l<~n Harris, and 
both Brend.m W orlcy and Tim Roherts fcJr their 50km; 
Tim has also now completed his Silver. If you fancy 

soJring nwr ht'.lUii ful Wiltshire, check our web~i te for 
more inlo- WW\1'.h.lnnarrlown.co.uk 

Debb Hackett 

Bath, Wilts & North Dorset (The Park) 
WE had our AGM in ;\rri l, and S<Jw some ch<tnges in 

our committee.. Long-standing chairm.1n, Merv Pockock, 
has stood down after eeing the club through various 

changes, including the move tu our present si lt'. TI1<t nk 
vou, Merv, for all your work. M<Jrk H<1w kin has h<'en 

Please send news to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or Helen Evans, BGA. Kimberley House. Vaughan 
Way, Leicester LEl 4SE to arrive by August 15 lor the 
next issue (later deadlines al www.gliding.co.uk) 

August - September 2006 

C'lcctcd chairman w e arc sure he'l l bring enthusiasm 

to< lull acl iv i tif''. A trip to the rvlynd w.Js h,Hnpered hy 
roor WC.<-lthcr, but it \\'d S () good :)OCial \VCCk With man}' 

joining in non-llying activities they never rea lised th<'Y 
could do .• lil<t)' saw the iirst flying W<'ek, wh ich wJs 

wel l allendt>d w ith plenty oi i lying. Th •re w<·re ' " me 
rciJt ivc!y good days, with some goud ross-country 
ilight~. T1w we0k, '".1hibt fru!'>tr.lling dl tim('o.;;, l(.'il every 
one piPased th.11 th t;y h;HI Jchieved something. 
jan Smith 

Bidford (Bidford) 
VVE have started the ~<'.:lson with many Su(c::_c,:·~c..:s 

for our early solo pilots, including MMk Winters - i irot 
solo, single- cat conv •rsion and Bronze I ; [mily 
Brmdhridge - single--seal C<Jnversion; Tony D<)l,m 

- ll ronw Badge, Cross-country Endorsement. silver 
height ,1nd p·1 r<~ l i ng; NPil Townsh nd - ~i nglc sml con­

version and Hronze leg; Le~ Flctcher - single SC'.ll con­
version, 50km and I OOkm pdrt I ; Andrew Norlon -

Bronze leg; Nick Ghee 50km; Sieve Foster - hrs to 

complete his Si lv<·r. Congratu l ;l!ion~ to them .dl, .md 
ap<Jiogie' to any I h<tvl' m issed. There h.wt• also been 
~orne decent cros:-=;-country flights, including il JOOkm 
and filsl JOOkm from ll ill lnglis. and iast 200km .md 

JOOkm from C:hris Morris. 1\ WC'r: kcnd comp<~lilion h.1:; 
been launclw d - the lliclforcl Chal lenge, with a trophy 

clon<lled IJv Simnn Wal<·rf,tll. The first ndnW to he l'lrlwd 
on the p laqu~> was Billlngl i> . 
lynne Burkert 

Black Mountains (Talgarth) 
UR Rockpolishers weekend turned out well w ith the 

wettther improving for one of tht:' i,Hnuu~ Tdlgarth 
barbecues. The task-seller n.1rrowly escaped wi th his li ft • 

after 10 landouts! 1\ couple of d.tys .tfler, R.tlph lnhnsun 
took his Dart round J 300km on a d ii iicult day, so l lw 

~oaring;, "'i?bOn is w 'I I c::1nd truly under w,ly. At tiH.: AG1\t\, 

the new club five-vear strategy was unanimously 

approved and the <.om,nitl"c b now >IMiing in lplt-•nwnt 
il w ith th help ot the membership. Visitors continue to 

come 1n ever increa~ing numbers to f'njoy all yeflr 
round ridge and wave to compliment the thcrmals. 
Our Cf l, Don Puttu k, i; ;til l bubbling wi th enthusiasm 
ami we ;~re operating seven cl~1ys i1 week. 
Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
I'1'A writing this during our very wel l supported reginnals, 
with ll cntrie;_ The w >,1thcr is typic,tl oi th i<, ;urnrner 
;Htd 1<1>k selling proving ,1 r<•.ll challenge. Shortly 
Wycomhe Air l'<lrk i> ho;ting i\ero Expo 200(>, whir h 

will h<' both an asset and .1 liability f<Jr us, as we won't 
be able to fly at Booker for 'evcr,1l days, hut wiiiiJl' 
have the unique opportunity of being able to promote 

Bnoker GC to an enormously wide public. O ur 
congratu lations to a number of first solos; Steve 

Atk inson. Gary Fisher, Oaniel Nye, Skyl;rr Weber, Chris 
Young. whilst )onathan Cave ancl t\ dam Kingdom have 
resoloed. Planning continues for our rf'gular ,1 utumn 

w ;1ve expedition to Aboyne, and a good l ime was hJd 
by the members visiting Shobclon earlier this spring. 
Roger Ncal 

Borders (Milfield) 
11'.' f\pri l Kathy r'vldley compl<'ied a two-hour Br<JIVP 

ilight. Malcolm rarkcs ard Jules Sullon climbed in wave 
to 12,000(1 and our rc,idenl Wili'C took a clay ofi to be 

replaced by an excellent therrn.1 l day. Derek Rohson 
went on .1 borcl·rs Wdnd<~r over .lOOkm. John Greenwell 
made Lockerbie and return, ,\<lark Fi lding completed 

Silver w ith a flight to neM the i\ le<1 n Jluminium iauory. 

Th.tt 1r,1ck is gelling to be a milk run, I:Jarry Lytol lis 

solocd. June 10 \•vas an f'xc~llent '"'iiVC cl.1y; ll ilvC 
W ilson took his, newly refurbished ASW ·1. b to circu 

14,000ft. l ie has rdinished thi> w ith roll •r-appliecl 
while yacht paint. The same d.1y, Brian Cosgrove, 

Grdh.rm Mitcheson ,md lan Suri<'Y did five-hour fl ights. 
Len Dent 

Emily Broadbridge has converted to single seaters at 
Bidford Gliding Centre; 
Booker's Steve Atkinson after his solo. with CFI Andy 
Henderson at Wycombe Air Park; 
Mary Meaghers painting of Ta/garth is one of five by 
her shown at the Guild of Aviation Art1sts ·annual expo; 
Somebody with a sense of humour added this sign to a 
Black Mountains GC K -13 (Robbie Robertson) 
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Above: Midland's He/en Johnson celebrates five hours 
and, having failed to get the evidence for Silver height. 
resolves to learn to use the barograph (David D'Arcy); 

Left: Two familiar people have left Lasham recently. 
Malcolm Hook, left, has gone to work for ATC after 
22 years as Operations Manager, while tug pilot Simon 
Berklejohn has begun training as a commercial pilot: 

Below left: Members of East Sussex make the most of 
their task week, despite the showers (Ciive Hawkes) 

Below: Lakes GC members celebrate the first flight of 
the 1528 after a three-year refurbishment (A/an Sayers) 

Club news 
Bristol & Glos (Nympsfield) 
W ITH poor early-season weather, great progres was 
m."de on ,1 new wcbsite {fJggc. co.uk} <Jnr! the K-8 has 
been rebuilt. Our new cross-country courses had a 
I 00 per cent take-up and Gavin Wrigley did some 
well -received cross-country tui tion. Dan \•V lch did a 
300km Diamond goal and Cold d isran 'n Apri l in the 
club LS4 and in the same month BJrry Walker took two 
thermals to get to Wisbcch. Joe West wood (Kestrel! ilew 
540km <Jnd by the end oi May Trevor Stu.Jrt hJd ilown 
two SOOkm ilights Jnd I d the nationa l !add r. Ldte May 
brought another rush of cross-countries. including a 
SOOkrn-plus by Russ Franci . Stcve Le. lie has hoth 
Bronze and the Cross-country Endorsement, which Bob 
P<1ge also passed. There Me ;, iew pia es lpft in the lub 
Class Nationals August 5-1 3. 
Bernard Smyth 

Buckminster (Saltby) 
ANOTHER hectic couple of months have sped by. 
The se ond WcJod and Cla competit ion saw 23 piloLS 
competing across three clays; well done to Mart in Hands 
(wood) ,,nd John Williams (glass) for picking up the 
silverware. Si!ltby have J very nice {l0-point lear! 
<1gainst our arch-rivals at Kirton re,Jdy fc r the r Wrn leg 
in August. Motorgliding at . altby goes from strength to 
strength with even air ra ft based here. June saw Philip 
Alexander irom Upwood get hi> SLMG in just two 
weeks! Our new club K-21 has flown and is proving 
very popul«r and the cross-country ladder is heating up 
once a!lain, Davc Prosolek adding yet ,mother 400km 
flight at the end of May. We are op · n 364 days of 
the year and visitors, in gliders, motorgliders or upside­
down Foxes ar~ wry welcome! 
Chris Davison 

Burn (Burn) 
CONGRATULATIONS to Stuart Leadbeater on finishing 
his Silver badge with " 1 OOkm Diploma il ight. Our 
chairman Chris Riley presented hi i inal report at the 
A M after thr -e successful years. He• made spe ial 
mention of the vital work cmri d out by Hill Thorp ·• :tnd 
Dave hafer in support oi the lub. At the EGM, whi h 
followed. it was aoreed to begin the proces oi changing 
the Articles oi Association so th<1t we c,m apply ior 
CASC status. Spring brought us some good ilying. On 
one d<Jy p ilots flew cross-countries Pntirely in wav 
while others flew the tasks using therma ls. ther days 
wt•re not so good, as 5&C's editor. who we were 
pleased to welcome to our club. will testily. 
She C(Uickly got the hang oi our poor-visibility cir uit 
procedures and I ilm suru enjoyed the expenence. 
Gcorge Goodenough 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 
THE latt' spring has be n hecti ! Wr! enjoyed meeting 
old iricnds during Mayfe t, and wel omed l;ack th 
"Walking on air'' tlytng for the disabled associJtion w ith 
their K-21 during the first we k. The second week 
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Right: This shot of the 
Sutton Bank white horse, 
by Mike Smith. shows the 
Yorkshire Gliding Club's 
new K-21 on base for 
landing to the north 

Left: Snowdon's summit. 
taken by Paul Jewel/ of 
Denbigh - the P2 on an 
enjoyable six-hour soaring 
flight around the Midlands 
and North Wales in Rod 
Wilier's Duo Discus 

Left: Paul Bott on his first 
solo with his instructor 
DCFI Dave Hertzberg, 
photographed by Eoin 
Cassels at Essex GC's 
Ridgewe/1 site 

Left: a visiting Spitfire 
joined its humbler fellows 
in the Lasham hangar in 
June (Pete Masson) 

Below: Channel's Steve 
Potter after his first solo. 
with CF/ John Reeves 
and Stafford Lintott, DCFI. 
We believe Sieve drank 
the champagne after the 
flight rather than during it 

They In lud • R no To Airpt?rl Pick Up nd Drop·Oif • Hot I • Tron port to and From 
motel • A Two Hour .S le & Aarcro~ Cf eck • Unl1mi ed Flymg Each Day • Fn-st aero tow each 

day u to 3,000 QFE • Oxygen Parachute • Barograph • Badge Processmg 
5 Day P.ackoge $1,249, 7 Days $J,699, JO Days $2,499 

Your chotce of aircraft- G103s, l02's LS3A or DISCUS B MINI NIMBUS 8, LS4 
E-mail: soarminden powernet.net. Web: hHp//www.soarminden.com 

Tel: 775 782 7627. Fax: 775 782 6505 
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Club news 

Bob Jones. of Dartmoor Gliding Society. alongside 
his K-6E. in which he recently completed his Silver 

proved rnorC' < r(J~- {"(J tJntry iriendly \\'ith Nick :"\'orman 

r<•turning ~bout 750km. May 1 0 wus a cliJy of note with 
Nic. k fl yi ng young Will iilm M< LPnd down to Portnl<>ilk 
in his ~uropJ to finish h is C ross-country [ndo"onl<onl, 

returning by mid-day w ith Nick ilnd Jiln Kcteld<Jr jump­
ing into till' ,.\Sl-1 to fl y Ben .'\lcvis 011-!, then N ick ,1ncl 
William flytng Ben i\cvi>-Killin-Feshie. Our op<o'n week­

end prov<'d very popular with the comnHJnity. resu lting 
in more memilc·r~. 11u· mlxl d.ly the RBC drriv0d \·Vith 

:\ IJn Tilchmarsh to film. Octoberie>l will run from 
Sc.•pt 2 l-OCI R. Full iniormillidn i> nn uur wPbSitc 

\\'W\\'.J.!Iidint:.org 
Chris Fio rentini 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 
li 'S .tll happening at CiJmbridge. lirst the UK Cr,wcl 

l'rix is to he h<· ld ,11 l.lmhridg<' ,l ncl nrw: w e h~v<• m.tjor 
bui lding works under w.ty to provid<' ,1 shower b lock 
.111d hu11kroom - thi::, ~houlcl be open on /\ugu"t 1 11nd 
C<!rl,l inl)· ready ior our Rq~ ion.1 ls .111rl tlw Open ·lass 

1\.dt ion.d"' in l.1 te August. rkd~(' t..t1 ll th(' ofiic f:" to ,,,ke 

" booking. We have """J hc~cl two Inter-club I eaguc 
r('cently .. 1nd l ongr.Jtu l.ltion., go to Pc•Jt•r Br~k<~r .1ncl NPil 

Goudit• !or winning on wh<~l were very diilicult days. 
\'Vf.:.. ar<~ hosting KPnt • '.s. lilsk week in July ._111d W l' look 
iorward to cntertdining them. 
Paul Harvey 

Carlton Moor (Carlton Moor) 
CED Terry h.1s completed h i> fiv<· hundredth flight in 
lhl· Sw.lllow ju>l i)('iore wt• l,lid it up to ''""' lh<' 

in,ur,liKl' money. We bclicvt· "'" .1re not tlw on ly c lub 
to ht• struggling to P"Y the in~urance hill' . The: /\Ci\1\ 

..,,,w no f!lc"ljor ch;m ,~. although St;1n h.1s ltlkcn over 
r<~~pun~ihi l ity tor tht• motor transport. \'VP welconw 

I liiJry 'Wa lton and K<•vin D,tvid<on ~' n!'w memb rs to 
lhe club. Kevin h.h he< onw I he weather jinx, and h.t. 
'<'I lo fl y here. We Me th inking up st:hcnws to send 

him ,\V.',,y! \Ne· htlVP h:td som<' <\O.:'lri ng !light'- in n<)rth­

westerly wind~. In th<' mf'antime, it r.:~ins and r ... 1ins 
~md Olill.__ VVp ~.IV(:'d cl ~p<:ci .J I d.1y for the B( ~/\ R.~:·g i tHlc!l 

Tt.:chnicJI O iiic..:c.r, l..:t"g \Nool lt•r, who sw(1m irom his Cilr 

to the· h.mg.H to L l rry out h i.., i nspC'ct ion. 

N igel ling 

Channel (Waldershare Park) 
THI: <lull i~ m.lkinH :-;ignilit:.mt progre~s. \IV~ now have a 

~tCJcl)' strcom of 0!'1·1 member> ,tnd two new ·yndic-olc 

glidc•rs. lktler ~t i ll we h,1ve ,, n<'w , "'''""' in>lrul'lnr 
- well don<• l:loiJ Sha llcr."~ - So we C.J n now operOJI<' on 
l· rid.ly~ as "veil as th<· Wt'(·kl'nd. \1V<1 'vc h;Jd hvo first 

solos Chri> Whili ng ,lncl Cuinncs> 13ook o f Record' 

nomfnt'f' Stt•vl' Polt('r. Sieve h rL b<-' •n kPeping mt•mll r"' 
in suspcnS<! for >OillC time now ilnclmay well hold the 
rl'< on I for tlw number of Jlr<'-<olo l.t t lllChPS. Ch.1mpagn · 
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Italian Marco Funk after his solo on the winch at 
Dorset, seen with instructor John Swayles on the left 

all rnund, ;upplied hy the OC:rJ no less. Cnngratul,lli on> 
Jlso to ,\<\all W aters ancl Ken El lis who both complctccl 
~e< ond Bronz.t· legs. B )~t \·vishe..<., to our neighbour:,, 

Kent, who arc celcbr,:~ting thei r 50th ztnnivcr ... ary. 

Nigel Shepherd 

RAFGSA Chilterns Centre (RAF Halton) 
THE club expedit ion to Sisteron in April/,\<ta • achieved 
245 pilot h<Jurs ,1nd a hiipt i<m o f mountain !lying for 

four pilo ts, with I l days ' uninterrupted fl)'ing, lots of 
pe"onal goals achieved .tnu excellent ho<p ttality and 
Jchninbtrat ivc service from the locals Jnd Fr nch , f\ 

alike. So, wh ile May was di , ppointin in K, a few 

pilots could at lrasl dwell on their exploi t>. Early June 
"'"'on!' 7~0km Jllempl mo~de with well in excess o f 
:ilJOkm being flown, a; wel l <1s ,1 two-sciJI 'l(lOkm being 

completed. Other cross-cuunlry ll ights hav<o' continued 

to l>e macle, anu the wind has enabled some ridge 
running when it wa~ not thcrrni 

And)' H )'slop 

Clevelands (Dishforth) 
A i': THr~ ' h.tng<: ui Cl· I has on urn·d, w ith Dave 
Campbt?ll t;1king thL! rein~. I'Atd.mw S&C Editor v isited 

the desol.ll<· north, pic-k ing her day to visit Di;hiorlh 
with some care' ~IS it Wih th<· lwst soaring diiy oi thP 
yc'-H <;:.O irtr, w ith 6kt thermc'll~ or I) kt wav -' to < hoo~<\ 

from. The Inter-Club leiJguc this year sees Clevclands 
joining iorces with OLJf fri(·nds c~nd r(·gu l.tr vi~itor~ from 

llowiJnd Forest CC. Th<~ joint te,Hn GlUsed some hmtecl 
distu~!:>ion in the scoring tent. when the novice in an 
Astir bcM the speed oi tlw pundi t's in Nimbus 4s on day 

one. Oay two <;1w Paul Whiteh(•od complt'i(' d task, 
completely in man-made t.hcrmals, when no competitor 
in any of the nllwr lilSSPS even r<•acherl ,, turn point. 

Uur two Chipmunk tugs b r;1vcrl the elements to ,lltencl 
the type's f.>Oth :mn iver~ary celebre. tion at Leicester. 

Polly Whitehead 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
W f hPid a VN)' sue< e~,ful OJl('n clay dl the beginn ing nf 
May, which w,1s well attl'nded by the publ ic. During the 
dc~y we offer<·d trifll I P~~ons in the club training fi<.~PI , 

which wer<' v<·ry popu l;tr. WC' welcomed the Vintage 
GC for .1 w<·<.'k in ,V\(1y. The \·Vl'ather wa~ terrible but 

some flying went ahead in I he f\aps between trong 
winds twd rdin. Considt•rZJbiP ingenuity WC\S net-ess;-~ry 

in the rescue of " cripp led l'rdcct lrJilcr from Re;,ding 

motor\-\'fl)' ~c·rvin-'S. \'Ve hilvc stilrtccl ho lding fu ll u-oy·;-­
country brieiings on good ~rlturdttys to encour(lgf' more· 
flying. Congratulations to our Rockpolishcr,· te.tm, ly ing 

second to i':ympsfi<"ld in the league. Our revilmped 
briding ronrn will all b<! rt•ady for lh<·1 5-Metre 
N;1t ionals in Jul y! 
Frank Birlisun 

Robin Street is congratulated on soloing at North Hill 
by his instructor and brother John, a 3, OOOhr pilot 

Cranwell (RAFGSA) 
ONGRi\TULi\TIONS to hoth Simon Alack and Rir.h,wl 

Thomas on going solo dt~spite the vagaries oi the recent 

wcathr·r doing it.s best to prev<•nt th i~. we wi:-,h tlwm 

many happy hours of solo f ly ing. MiJny thanks to 
1\t\iriJm Cillow togeth 'r wi th i\:U members who 
r<•spnnded to I he rie~ of "wp vvi.lnt a J>.'lrly '1 <Jnd h<1ve 
worked h;ud to put on v(1rious socia l functions in our 

newly rduriJ islwd club house. At time of " <,i;iling, the 

Inter-club Le.1gue seem> to be going very ,w JI w ith Ion 
Campbell, IJn M ountain, Angus vVat,;on. together w ith 

Miriam Gi l low as support crew h<lVi ng p iJced us uwrall 

second -· we look forw" rd to the final outcome: AI last 
tht: wC"ather has picked up and we hope that this m.1y 
hP n sign ol stc.:~dy improv(~rnent ior what dppP..o:l rs to he 

a shortish season so fM. 
Zeb Zamo 

Dartmoor (Brentor) 
OUR first major surcP>s oi the se<1son has been l3oh 
l01ws comp iPiing his Silver w i th a il ighl to , t>rlh l l i ll 
;,nd (.llmnsti return. Ccrl Ncvlsky, me:HlWhil •, ha heen 

dCkling hour> to his Bl total with two very successful 
cv<·nings arr;u ged ior Boy ~couts. Almost anywhC!rc in 

Devun, Somcrs •I or Dorsel. Trcvor Taylor an be found 
drnpping out of the sky <tS condition i<1i l - mis~ing 

I >Uses, cow> .1nd tPIPphon . With ,J <.urrPnl record o f 

three l ,1ndouts in two cbys, Trevnr ould b calling into 
il larmhouse nei1r you c--11 any time. VVe Qre g rvlefu l to 
Peter V\li l l ianJS for his Bron7e C co:JChing l!VPnings, 
and l ru'l that his clutch oi trainc"s, John H.u1Lon, 
Mike· Jard inP, Gus PQilt'CC~ and C:hris Sn<~wden , Jll 

now have ttwir RrCinz.cs. VV W<'lcom~ ,\t1Jrtin Broach\'l1y, 
and Mike H.~rri>. w ho JOins from Oxiord CC at 
WP<ton-on-1 hl·-CrN·n . 

M Jrtin Cropper 

Deeside (Aboyne) 
WE h.1d tin<' o f tlw hest thermal doys ewr on May 10, 
wi th cumul us to lO,OOOft. Two 500km and three 300km 

distances wpre acllicwd. The club hosts Competit ion 
Enterprise from July the 8-1 .) iJnd the. tenth UK 
Mountdin Soaring hampionship frnm September 3-9. 
There M P st ill p laces ava i l,1ble for tlw waV<' season; 

plc.•~e con t~ct Mary-Rose Smith !or bookings. rkcsid<' 
C . featured on l31:lC 1-!adio Scotland's Ow o( Ooors on 
May 20. SuP l le(1rd g~tvc ,vl(trk Slt1phen (1nd cbughtcr 
Jcssica a tour of I he cluh. and w,J> interviewc•d about 

gliding, and woulrl you believe il, geogrJphy! ]Jm(~S 
Davidson fl~w lhC'm: both 11Auk ,,nd I P.>~ i ca \Wrc vf'ry 
enthu, iaslic .111d enjoyed tlwir ilighls. i\ rc•cordlng 
is JVJilaiJIP - ask Sue. J,Jmes Davidson stepped 

down ,., chairman of tlw club to he sue ceded by 

Paul Boilth . 
Sue Heard 
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Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
OUR ;1irliPI<'l i:-> in good condition and we .:~re in uur 
~ummcr operation ~ven ck1ys ,) \\'C'Ck with resident 

instructor dtl<l winch driver. So m<:> bright spots have 
hcen Alc•x Green's Si lw r distance, ,md )on.1 th.1n 

Thorpe's win in the• Inter-Club L<'<~gue dl Pm klington. 
ICL organiser Chris W orroll had a successful visit to 

f rancP, curning 1>.1ck with Culd Di<l,ln<P. Mikt' 

;\ rmstrong hJs alrmdy put in :1 couple oi ia;t-ish 
Hmkms hcrP ~md we've enjoyed quite a hit of wave. 
Th~ spri ng migrLHion to Portmoak i~ .1l rnn · Uf on uo;, 

dnd th<' Vint>~ge lidPr Club l<,tlly IIJo k pl.1 c in June. 
We h01d looked iorward 10 the extende·d visit oi the 

AGA r:1lkt• th i~ ; pring, but this hc~d to IJt' postponed due 
to ('llginc [JrrtiJicms, .llld then when it did ,;rrivc, it had 

to go i!Wil\ ag.Jin due tu low oil pressure. 
Oave Salmon 

Devon & Somerset (North Hill) 
IV1J\Y was grel"ted with enthusio;-lS rn - unlortLm,lf<"'ly tlw 
WL'<llher h:1d oll'l('f ideas. The fi r5t summer courc,(' w~b 

somewh,11 damp<'ncd ;u1d inllmwrl hy " further week 
oi dismJI wc•<~ thcr on Ron John ' ross-cmtrltry our>e. 
Tht• cou"c i l~t·li w;b very wf"ll ,lttcnded, an(l by oil 
accounts enjoyc·d by ,111. On one day most people raced 

oii on <1 1 Hlkm lilok, hut nobody returned' Things 
wc•rcn't Jll gloomy though - ,1itcr miln)' years oi coming 

tn our club to visit un huliday coursPs, Robin SlrPct hc1~ 

iina lly gem' .:.olu - < ongrdtulJtion~. Another notJhlc 
t•vent wa> Codirc•y King\ Si lver height claim, which 

completed h t; Si lver badge, made· '"''"'fer h)' the· iact 
th,u Godfr -Y 'tJm•d out on his qu.-st ~orne 'ih y<•;lf> 

earl ier. When quciit tOn<?<l about hi; n •xt goal the 

youthtu l 77- 'Par-old ,aid tb.Jl he WO\tlcl liko o g•·t hi' 

·: brows shav ~. 
Mark Courtney 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
v l sent Mar ·o ~unk, our young visitor irom Italy, solo 
on tlu:' win h nn unday, ,. priJ ·w. ur tug ha nPPdPd 

'omc work, m. inly unci 'r arriJge refurhi .hment and 

new bungecs fi ttc·d, ·""' thi~ hils iorccd us to make 
mor<; use oi the• winch. WC' :~re· thinking oi making it 

m<~nda{ory for so ln pilot> to h.1vc· tn lc.trn to drive tlw 

wind 1, as \VC' hJ\1(' v dist inct lack of member~ who ore 
wi ll ing/, hie to driV<.' tlw winch ,,, till' moment. Thank' 
to r\ lan and /i,1rry ior getting K- 1 l CHW into a n1uch 

tidier state: Cl lW ilics v<'ry n icel) .t~di n now. Visiting 
pilots arc \~1e\come to join our tJsk wcPkPnrl at the end 

oi Augu>l (2h-2(l); frPt' camping on 'ill' is offered . O ur 

'l'urbeck m icro-climate' mmns soaring c.1n oitrn '"' 
lwtt r th~m rvt·n ;;pf'ci(ll ist'd forl'<.d~ls might suggl'sl. 

Fen/and GC's Mitch Middle/on (left) congratulates 
A/ex Saunders on soloing on his 16th birthday 

fht·' •,1 llfl'\!7l' iront can providC' C'xccll<•nt !lying ii 

you're rigg<·d l'Ml)' enough to catch it ~' it f\OC:S through' 
Col in Wc}'rnan 

Dukeries (Darlton) 
\IV[ moved to our new Oarlton si e on )u l) I it li 

betwcC'n the A'i7 and A607'i near their tntcrse•ction. 
Our nl'ighbou" ilnd fr iends irom N<•w,trk & :'-Jolts have 
jnirwd U"t fH'Ilding their rPioctltioll to .1 nc:w ~ ite, hewi ng 
ceased t'l y inR Jt Winthorpe- they drl' most wclcomf' 
Tlwr<• is 'till plf'nly oi work l<l bf• don<' (,ll the tinw oi 
w rit ing the h .. mg,lr st ill h.1s to h<~ built) !Jut owr Vl'ry long 

grass ' itc wi th >Upcr view> w ill be gre:tt I''·'"' tn il 
The• ne-w itt ' h.1ngar i, Jl C l'S coordlnat~ \J l 14,'1~7 

W 000 'i 1.2 1 g. ConRr~tul,ltion, to 1,1n llu r~in for h" 
Si lv r height <tncl durnt ion and l<t Rog ·r T •rry, wbo hJS 
gllnf' , (Jio. \ le hav'-' h,1rl to incw~SP 'om o1 our 
d1,1rges hut w • >till reckon thJt at £500 our fixerl rricc 
to solo is the b<:s t in the l ~ nll. OrnP .md join u .. 
Mike Terry 

Essex (North Weald/Ridgewell) 
() GRAT LATICJNS to Vin <' FJrl 0 11 rt quallfy1ng a) 

t1 Ba!)ic- instru tor, ond !O Paul Bott on 'o ing ~ol o. 

Vl/p hav h,ul sewral very sucLCS fu l ven ings, flying 

mf'rnh<: of th<· puhl l , 1 our Riclgcwcll sit£' over the 

p, '' few weeks, ~ncl nur th,nk~ gu tu ,tll the crews and 
instructors who work so harrlto 111a.ke these oc sion' 
-o Pn jll) ,1hle, espc·ci l ly ior those ''-'Jleriencing gliding 

for the first time. (I! ·""'brings il b ig smi le to th<' ian· of 
our tr<'olSun•r Tony 13ronki. W ith all tlw sun ;md r,tin 
latdy, tll(' gr,tss on IJtJth our runw.1ys at Riclgewell is 

look ing V('ry good, due in no smJII way to thl' e•iiorb oi 
tl l<J>e members prcp.uecl to ,,,v(Jur tlw dl'l ights of .111 
th:ll tractor driving. i\ big thank you to all those 
involvl'CI. Wl' .1re· look ing forw;u·d to our club gliding 

\V('l'k5, ,md \V(' ht}p<• IO h tlV(' pl('nly of SOtlrillH· 

Peter Perry 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 
TWO spcc;ial occaSions to cclebr,lle - A lex Saunders 
,whiewd his first so lo on his I Ctlh birthd;ty; ~md Timmy 

Edmunds has "'' nm · .111 Aosbtant R.tted instrunor 
- well don . Peter Staf(ord Alien proved on one ciJy in 
tV\ay that lw was laun.m l ikr• th<' rest of us when lw 
i .tiled to soar fur hi> u ual two hours whil,t the rest n i 

us were stuck w ith circuit>. Paul M cLcan and Grilhom 
FrPnc.h 11itV<' n•turnc·d irom SiW•r<Jil , where l'aul sur •ly 

be,tl tht• rec:orci ior the· .tmount ni iun th,ll 'omcont· can 
h;~ve in lwo wee~s! Overheard on the radio in Si~Wr(Jn: 
"Th<.'re must lw ,1 l.nv .1g:-~ i nst this," ·c~id sonwonf> <.)be 
.lpp,Hc·nt ly h.tving iun. "Thc·re· is." C<lmt• thC' r<'plv: "The 
1 .. 1\v's called C rc:Jvity, and we're hrc;tking it". I know th;tt 

we• Jll work h,1rd ior our love oi thi, sport but,, spe·ci;tl 

th.1nh to [),we vVrc·n for hi> rc•e <•nt et'iorK 
Graharn French 

Four Counties (Wittering) 
CXPA ~ION Jt •Vitt ring continue' w ith tht· recent 
.1rriv,1l ni th<' 60ft pon.~cabin th,11 will soon hc~umc d 

work<hnp. Congra tu l.11ions go to Mark Tnlson, who ha· 
his full mting, .1nd L.Jick Hunt who reg.tinccl his, hoth on 

our E.lSh.'r in .... truclc~rs cour5P, .. 1~ well JS to Danny 
Tlwroi'\ood, whn rc·joinC'd the c lub and hd5 stnce 
rcsnloccl - some 2.6 ycdt' <ince hi< last olo flight I 

Notab l ' ne·" is th • Jrri1,1l u i Luugltlmrou h U niver it)', 

joining u fro 1 the Soanng Centre. We wc: l ·ume them, 
tilking Uf' wh re, ottingham U ni !Pit oif \\I1Pn we 

moved to W itt _r ing The\' hring with them J 1\-8 .1nrl 

most ot a K- 1 1, and W<' i\10k forward to a prosperous 
iutur w ith them. VVr· shJII be ho,ting an uffi c:i~ l vi i t 
from th Chilean t\ir Fore , on J return trip Jfl ·r tlw 

GS exre1:l ition to the Andes, we hop<' to provid them 

a worm '""lconw , ~nd •• goc;d taste of flatland <oaring. 
Pelt• Davey 

Lakes (Walney Island) 
THER[' S ,, lot of 'nf'fg)' in the club with notahle flights 
•. md ,, ·ht -•vemenls. 1 i l MoliJt e~rncd Gold dislan c, 
' ith fi ~t solos l1y ' ''·"' S.1yNs at W.tlncy and Rose 
SaunriP at I .tsharn. Kate· Frost .tchieNt•d Silver h ight 2> 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details of this 

new exciting v11riometer system from the same stoble as 
the ubiquitous XK 10 Vario System 

from Gir ~ . 
. 

' 
OnFUR CWlOO LONG LIFE RELEASE CLEVER BOX VAR\0 

Aviation Ltd~ 
"You can bank on us" 

I . 
£239 £299 

+ New Instruments: Expanded Scale ASI's PZL 0-140kls £184, Winter 0-160kts £184, Winter 0-200kts £184, PZL Zero Reset Varies, Ring & Flask 57 mm or 80mm £219, Lunik Mini T/S 229, GDI Mini T / S 
£229, Sensitive Altimeter 80mm £137-£139, PZL Altimeter £109, Miniature 57 mm Winter Altimeter £399, Mini Accelerometer£ 159, Pedestal Compass or Panel Compass £49, Vertical Cord Compass £139. + 
Surplus Tested Instruments: Ferronli Horizons with new Solid Stole Inverter Mk 6 £329, Mk 14 (Coloured Display) £389, Mk 32 (Coloured disploy) £449, Mk 31 (Coloured Disp!ay and Integral Slip Ball) 

£489, 57 mm Mini T/S £229, 80mm T/S £1 14, Smith Mk 20 Altimeter (6 o'clock knob) £114, Mini Accelerometers £99. + Radios: Delcom 960 Panel Mount £249, Delcom Hand Held £216.90, ICOM A3E £259, 
Glider Battery Charger £1 9.90, New Horizon Inverters 12v-115v/4C<JI,z, or 12v-24v DC, £1 19 + BGA Approved " Ottfur" Releo=: New Originol OM Series £199, CvV Series Lcng LifeAitema~ve for Mndern 

Gliders -Aero Tow ON400 Series £179, C of G. ON300 Series £239, Exchange OM Serles £119, ON Series £99, Sprir,g kits avoilable all series. "Ottfur" lourx:h safety weak link carrier. £9 . .50. 

CAIR Aviation Lld, Steephill House, Fel(of Road, Furna(e Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e·mail: (Oiin@(airaviation.(o.uk www.(airaviation.(o.uk 
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Club focus 

Rattlesden 
At a glance 

Full membership cost : £260 pa 

Launch type and cost : 
Aerotow to 2,000ft- £20.00 

Winch- £7.00 

Club fleet : 
Puchacz, K-21. K-13. Astir CS, Pegasus 

Private gliders: 19 

Instructors: 14 

Operates: Weekends, Bank Holidays & Wednesdays 

Contact : Clubhouse 01449 737789 
ratair. co. uk 

Radio frequency: 129.975 

52° o9· 894" N ooo· st · 587" E 

LIKE many other clubs Ratllesden GC makes use of 
a World War Two American base. Rattlesden was 
the home of 447th bomber group, flying 817 
bombers. The main runway is 1 ,200 yards of con­
crete with a grass cross-strip across the top to form 
a "T" shape. The gliding club was formed in 1976 
from a splinter group from Essex and Suffolk 
Gliding Club, then based at Whalfield, near 
Hadleigh, Suffolk. Roger Watts (now President of 
the club) kindly offered the use of the runway, con­
trol tower and a hangar on his farmland, which was 
purchased from him in the mid 1990s. 

The club started with one Slingsby T-21 , which 
was rigged and de-rigged each flying day, and after 
a few years the fleet was improved to consist of two 
K-7s, a K-6 and a K-8. The club grew from eight to 
10 members in the beginning to the current day with 
nearly 100 members. Members age from 14, in the 
youth pilot scheme, to the more mature! 

With the help of a Lottery grant, Sports 
Foundation grants and donations from members 
the club fleet evolved into today's - a Puchacz, K-21 
and K-13 for training and cross-country flying and 
two single-seaters, an Astir and a Pegasus. 

Launching is by aerotow using a Citabria and a 
Skylaunch winch, launching gliders up to 2,000ft. 

Rattlesden is a friendly club and if you fancy a 
visit to the flat lands of Suffolk why not call in, or 
bring your glider for our next flying week in August. 

Helen and Andy Page 

·sh liding 
uo Di cus H1, 
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Top: Windrushers member Rachel Tockne/1, seen with 
instructor Dave Crowson, soloed during a week 's visit 
by Westminster School to The Long Mynd. The photo 
was taken by her proud father Mark, also a glider pilot; 
Middle: North Wales GC's "Display Team" flies the flag 
for gliding at Harwarden airport at an Airbus event: 
Below: Midland GC has squeezed yet another aircraft 
into its hangar- the T-21 -all credit to its syndicate. 
and to Tony Adams' assiduous work (Oavid D'Arcy) 

n 
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Club news 
<Jnd Shdun Ry.1n <H..:hicv<•d his i>c>t flight in wav<· both to 
around to 8.HOOit. Thank; to Sh,wn the IS2tlil i now 
ilying .1ga in aftPr .1 t hre<~y<w rdurb. IL\ 20ib~ lightl'r 

and ilie> better th,m cvl'r. Peter "23" l<cdshaw won th · 
I Ius llos 1.1sk week and also picked up thv Colck:n ll,,/1 
o~ward for outr<~gcous field l,mding sturiP .... Peter i5 
ecstatic our longest runway i ~ renJmed from ":!4'' to 
"2 J" clue to cl1anges 111 m<Jgrwlic north. Ncil Moiiat 

le.1rb th<e Clui> l.addf'r i>ut is shortly to learn how the 

devious hJnrlic;.rpping >)'>lem works. Tug pil<1t John 
l)urdett hds .1chicved his IMC r,1t ing. Ceuif B;liley 

Woods h,1s donv :1 sterling job with C.s ot A ,m r/ testin •. 

Alan Sayers 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
1:\ 1\·l,iy. st.1 fi memb •r imon 13erk •l jon, a tug pilot. 

winch operator .1nd gliding instructor. lril for N<o>w 
Leal.md to lx~gin LrJ ining as .1 C(JillnlCrc idl pilot for 
,.,,y)t<t. Then in l<ll<' )unP O p<·r;nions MJnag •r Malcolm 

I look decided tu further h is career wi th AT( La<han). 

Malcolm <NvE·d l.;1sham ior 22 years ,Hlfl helped 

>ignificant ly with th<• d<'vclopmcnl of Lh • club and 
.llrli<'ld, 111.1king" IJrg<• contribution to ho" it i< tod, y. 
We w i,h him .111 i l l<~ best for thc fwur<·. l)ue to d poor 

wc.1th r forcc~;l OCj)\11)' Fl olrn W att and r\dvancccl 
Soari ng oursc pupil Daren Ker<haw f.:dve up on 
England .tmi hopped on ,, p iJnr to )Jca to take 

3dv3nlugc of sunny pain. Mountain soaring w i th cagl > · 

J nd ultures tar surp,1ssed silting in the clubhou<P 
Wdtrhing the u in. ongr.1 tulati ns I our newly 
qu~ l ified tllstructors, w ho ;~re help mg wi th courses .!lld 

Lr<J ining. al'o ,·ongr.ttu l l ion_ to Luke DJ ir for his 
>uu.ess in th lntN- luh League. In /\ugust La;ham 

hosts the 1 ll-Metr • at•onals and Losham Regionals so 
com0 1 kmg to W.Jlcll . For mnre Information visit 

1\ww./,tsham.ur.~ . uk or i<'lcphonc 0 12)(, Hl4900. 
Mary Alien 

London (Dunstable) 
WELL DO r r to 1 G-vcar-o ld Tom l'ridgc•on. who ha< 

11loed. The EB28 1 <'f' p ] (,) h.!> IJ<'<'n ettin& m;.,n\ 

kilometre undl'r tl> wings, brcJking lwu UK records 
ubj et to homologation. The CI.!Ss I e~ i rspJC\' Mound 
u~ i_ mor comp li ,1 ted, however thP good n(·w~ i~ it's 
givPn n1ore sp.!C<' In fly; th.1nk< tu l arrWith;~ll ;~nd 
Andr w Kochc for long n<•got i<~Lions .md d new k·ttC'r Ill 

a r& tT•r•nt. ThJnks to .il l the ki nd $J10n<or< for m.llly 

good priz<:' dt•natl'd to the junior ·"·ll inn.ds in Ju/v. J"he 
1V1ininoa of 1937 vintnge w.,_l~ recl'nlly seen riggPd aiter 

J long n•stor,nion Job - don't miss th<' ch.nnpagn<' when 
it il ib . At thl' recent t\CM we· exprPS>C'd our thanks ..rnrl 

good w ishes to Colin Anw n. our ex-president. who h,J> 
n•t ir •(/ . dnd ongr;,tul«tt' the· incoming p rc•sident Clfr 
WllhJ II , w ho comes trom ,, bri lli<lnl f.-nnily b.ickground 
ol p i lots. \Ne. Lhilnk Trevor M j lls. whCJ 1,," . IPj)j>Pd down 

frorn tlw rom m irt >e ~ iter many ye..Hs. for ,i\1 hi< work. 
Geoff Moo re 

Mendip (Halesland) 
LAST issuf' we fa•led to rcpurt lhat Col in I itdc had 

gJin cl his Cross-country [ndorsenwnt " "d .1 Hronz I · 
n w he hus ,1dded iivc hours to m«h· ; ure uf a mcn ti<,n. 
T<:>rry li.1110n h<l> his Cross-country (ndors ment and 

botJr Don1inir· Polhill <H1d ll r.ldl<·v I'Mk ·r fie\\ th ·ir 
~l)k rn. M o>l n f tht r .whiPwmenl< t k pl<~ce 111 

NationZt l Glidinn \Veek, wht:'l'l we w ere O(JCi l every d.Jy. 
l'ub l l ity offin •r l latton r<'« lly wc•nt tot >Wn ~nd tlw 
BB 's SCJm<'rs I Sound hro.1ck.u l ive from thP T-2 1 ~ 

Kevin 1Y\olunev f!dVl' his B ,A ·J rcty Prescntcltion to a 

p<l<"kffl ' luhhou>l' lln the Frid.1y n ight and, tt round off 
tlw we k, w • ,, n Llw fir>t rflund oi the· lnkr- lub 

Le~l~ue. In the l<lst month uur long-time trc(1 SU ff'f~ n.,vid 
t!VIJ1l' rl!lnc:,lt d to Fr.Jncf', !<~ king with him our b(!Sf 

1 lshe<.. ,\notlwr present.llion ""' m.Hic ,,, the AG1'v\ 
- to Peter Moorehe,1clwhu. <' lengthy period " 'our Cl· I 
\>Vetb commemor;-~tr•d w ith d vouchPr for cll1 .wrohllic~ 

flight with <1 R !<I A rrow p i lot in <~n L'x-KAI- Bulldog. 
Kei th Simmon 
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Midland (The Long Mynd) 
THE defence of our n.lliOil<l l title " Inter- lul> J.P:1guc:> 
hi!mpion~ gol off to ,, gre~t ~La r1 with two firsb and ,1 

S<' ond dunng round onr at the M ynd. ·n,an~ •o to <i ll 

!hose me111b •r · \Vho made it possinlc . Tlw n t round Jt 

T,1lgdrth wd~ not " fruil(ul hul c lub m mber •nj,:e<i 
some vJricd flying and nre sti ll in contention to w in th 

RotkJJOiisher' le<tgue. TIH' ACM w.1~ well attendt'd " " d 
tht;< committee welcom Andrcw herringiCJn as t:lub 
s•cretary, replac ing lohn PJrr who was st<~nd i ng down . 
Our hol iday ours have h<'~n well attended ,15 h<~s our 
evPning lo~ ss. ~b ly >uppo rted by our two pro~ , iqn,l l 

instructors and winch drivers. O ne of the Mynd up r· 
wonH.:n, Hden Johmon, h,., <ompk•L<·d lwr fiv • hnurs 
silw'r dur,llion in the club K-8. However. Si lv<-'r height 

'N1lS mii;)SCd as logger operation W(IS not .ldequcttely 
exp i.l l twd: you do not turn ir on <~ iter launch, .1nd then 
turn it ofi .1g~1 i n hcfnrt• l;-mding!! J.J n .1nd h •r t(•t~m .trl' 
.1gc1in overseeing the Mynd catPring t~nd we" have h<~d 

~0111l' "Upf'riJ Sr11urdo~y evt•ntng /llPrll". 

David D'Arcy 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
MINI t<l<k wt'Ck ,11 the end of Ma~ proved tu be a 
couple of d,1 when the rain nev r stopped. We did 

however L0n1pletl> many out landing jobs. O ur p lanned 
Op n W eekend should bring int.crr."il<'d new members. 

Publicity for thi. event ~ncl promoting the lub w ithin 

th luc.•l p:.p •rs sport• sr l ion has now be ' " comp lct­
ecl. TI1e club junior, and uur n w relurhi>hed K-7/ll ar 

read' ror the "sWIIt•d "' soaring ~Pa~on, since drought 

orde" w•~re issur>d it\ I) ·n w •t, which has rni·'Jnt th.tt 
the gra~s uttC'r has hP<'n in operation iar too much. 

Dave Man field 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
0 • G RJ\T U\TIO S In hri< LJ1 renr·c, still only Hi, 

f r h foil wi n~ dchi vement, : Bronze BacJge ,md 
ross-countr Endor emcnt, river di tan e. Si lver 

height and I OOktn dipluma. Cnngratul l ions wu for Tim 

H ighton, Si lver l ist.~nc and I UOkm dirlqm , .tnd tCJ 
Ken Kav for Silver drst<~nn·. Pet •r Ryland has h i 500krn 

nd John Roche-K 11 hi' ' ilv •r Badg<c. Will Oily is now 
.m A; ; C;~ t. \•\! hostt'd (lur leg of th<' l11t r-C iub l.eagu, 

over the Sprr ng Bank H olidav and w ere cu rwincingly 

lJ<', ton inlL' ~ecnnd p ia e by th vvom1ingfurd A-tc<•n 1. 
rt Andy Videon l11; lcl J var\' informative p i lots' meeting 

and has follow ed it up with an in-d p th safetv art1cle. 

" Low .111CI D I"Sjl ra t •". t\ i tr>r an , ~lc•n ish ing pri l. soaring 
condit ions th roughout M<~y haw bcl•n poor tnr U>, ,, 
we're all eh, mping ;:~I \hQ bit. W e have "iv n half-pri e 
('nl ry In Jun iors in tlw r .. ~IPrn Region, Is th is \'~M. 

Ray Hart 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
IT'~ hel'll Cl good time ior :-.onw of our younA mf'mbcr .. , 
w ith Ky.ln l '<~lmcr and ),,mic Me ·r gor hotJ> getting 

th<'ir Rron;.p Badges with - ro. s- t1tmtry (ndnrscm nts 

in the club Astir. Don Wd h, meanwhile. r<•.1ched ,,n 

Peter Moorehead of Mendip is presented with decanter 
and flight voucher by Barry Hogarth (Keith Simmons) 

.1stonish ing 12,0UOft ofi a w inch I.IUnch - ,, remMkablc 
,1( hicvt·menl ccm:;idc-'ring our usu~1 l WC\lthPr conditions 

a(ld OUr proximity (O 1'\JC\<\'C~lStlc lnternJt ion<1) r'\irpC>rl. 

More than JO p('(>plc- most of who had nPvPr ilown 
before - turned up for our .1nnu.1l Open Ddy, with 

scver.JI f\•turning to ily with us Jgain. Our tug has dom· 
swrl ing service during two exped it ions in Cumbri~\. 

wlw rP pilot' flying from C 1rli>le airport r<?ported some· 

vi tlw best conditions they had cv<'r known. 
Richard Harris 

North Wales (Liantysilio) 
ONL week to Lhe Solstice ,l!KI ·r r k•el< )ikt• summer h,1s 

only just ~t~1 rtt'tl. On )Unl' 10 we SfH-'nl c.l very hot ddy 
promoting our club dl the f,unily open rby .11 1\ irbus in 
Flintshire, h~nd i ng out lrll. (>i l i terature. Two 11ir raft 

were on d ispldy .111d iib ul tt.tn or so nremb('f' gave up a 
<1.1{ , fl ying Lo tdlk to people ~bout w hatw hJve to 
or"i<•r. Two mcmb r~ made progrp s last mnnth: Tony 

Cummin~ achi<•v('(J his Bror1l(' B. dgt:. well rlone Tony, 

~ncl l 'aul I lurst m.1cle another towclfds his conver!>ion 
from J . v JKj.t imtructor. Our " fly evc·ry d,iv" club 
1 eek 1 ~swell :.uppo rted, bri nging ,, smi le to tlw l~<.e 
of lion. Tre<ts. We have lost a ver) help ul member in 

N igel lardlnc, who ha< left u< for Florid , h r • h Ma 
bought " iully equipp I "Glider l"'mt " ( ciJ .;ifi('(! in 
vC tober 2005) inc luding ac omm ,cJ,Ition: we all 

w i h h im well in rh i< h t,we Pnterpri< . 1\'ho knows 

somP of us may even pay him ,1 "flying' v isit. 
Brian Wi lliams 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee-On-Solent) 
t\T the end of ilv ing on Jurw 11 , lhl' dub air ·rail were 

flown i>a(k to L • on oll'nt. l h club\ al>sC'nCI' from 

L e "''" longer then dll)' in th lull cxp<.:Licd, i>ut 
_urrrcc ir tu s..tv th,ll the nhst;.,cle.s have i>cen nvcrc.orne 

is duP cntirl'/y to the pcr;i,tc,nce i1nrl hMd wor~ ,,f ndy 

Edney, ' I• k I an;bcrt. Tony World and others whn how 
devoted so mu h (lt' their time ir1 .1rguin" the d ub's r.ase 

Jnd s cing thJL tlw corre t paperw o rk " put rn p l.1 ·e. 
In our .1hsenee from L~. the club's gl iders have b en 
b,1sed at Lashom .1nd RivJr H ill while our t ug~ have 
been activ<' .11 La~n.lm a11d 8en1hnd •P. lub m •mlw "' 

have llown irorn Kce1•il, Lasho1m. PJ rh,•m. Rivar H ill . 

utton B.1nk Up.1von and Ycovilton. Our th.1n s ~" 
to .1 11 ihf'sr C" lubs for their ho . p itdl i ty and thei r r o •K<'rl! 
\or our future. 

S(eve Morgan 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
NFORTU. ;;\T[lY inter-c lub J l 1~.1111<.-sd<•n 1 dS a 

w houl, l >ul tbl"! '•cath r w.1s he ttN .11 TiiJt•nh.lm: 'v\Jrk 
T.1 ' lor w on Pundit at fihenham and Kr•ilh Colclsmith 
won lntcrmc 11.1te. P.tul l<odw has cotw<•rted to the 
l"'uch.Jcz and A; ti r .md llclcn Page h.1d the ; hnrte<l 

relfi<'V<: landing tlw otlw r >ide of tllC' road from till' 
runw<1y ,11kr .1 f.1iled <~crnto11· - I 43km1 Lnrnd \• i ll ox 
h.!S p.,_,r•d h<·r Bron/e HJclge. M <ty I ,,1w the 
ch,mgcuvcr of Clls; S<1rah Lee has taken over from And)' 
/lowc•ll<, who ha5 be<'n Fl i · r rhe la t llm> )'Pars, 
many thanks to l •im ior all hi h,,rd w rk Tl1e K- 1 

hc1~ ;:1 new enclosed !rail ·r .so we've lof!.. ui plan~ to lilkC 

rhc gl id<'r on trips. 

Andy Page 

Scottish Gliding Centre (Portmoak) 
A D nc11' Lo rq.Jorl LCJ ell vlsito" to Pl)rtmo.lk lnhn 
.• ra la died alter 3 _hort i lln<'S'<. John 11•as oiL n tn he 

found hchindtiW 1), r ur lw lj >i ng hi\ d,•ughtcr lrP!'ll ' 

.1ruurul tht• kitchen or Llubhuu>e. 11<• .dway had time to 
chat wi th visitor> and club membc ro; alike and w ill b · 
adly m i< /, follnVI ing l,1q i su<'' det.l i l> u f our w inc.h 

problem , I , n r 'port th,ll we ,, • back up tn ull 

c,,p;rLi ty and able to meet rhc incrPJ ing cit!flland for 
l,llln r.hL~. I glanced. t tlw club l.1rl fpr th i~ wet•k ,111d JUst 
thought I'd tease you w i th the: so rt nl fl igh•s !hJr -;,n be 
had here - visitor.;; d lwa\~ wc..~kome. T11ts is J tust or 

tlighr i low n b >tw >n M ay !0 .111 I )un'" 7; ,'\)an Bo)'l ' 
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Club news 

1 04km, Z Goudie 202km, John Willi~ms Jl:lkm, ~ne\ 

Kevin Hook 753km. Othcer ,Khievernents include Ally 

Doig nnd Cr~ham Sommervili<'. solo; Charlic Guthrie, 
Silver distance; Simon Lucas, Gold height; Peter 

Clayton, Gold distance .1nd Di~monrl go~\; Chris M uck. 
Diamond height; K~tc Byrne and Peter Sh~rpchouse, 
Aerob~tics Standard Badge. 
lan Easson 

Shenington (Shenington) 
FLAMINC June at last! Richard chooling and N ick 
Str.1tton from J>ortmoak came down in search of 

Southern un hi ne; togr~ther with Trevor Bailey o f Ess' 
Sufiolk G they were ri hly rewarded by the weather. 

l<ichard was treated to a late afternoon 1 OOkm in the 
K-13 w ith Staii Instructor Sieve Code\: enlivenerl by J 

few low po ints, and , ii Id landing n ' M Enstone, sod 
twilight retrieve completed their expcricn e. Next clay 

Geoff }ones chos J good fidel <llld a friendly farmer 
for his first crOS>-country i ield landing in the Shenington 

K-8. Weekend barbecu ·'s JJrO<;eecl und r the gazebos 
sumptuously provisionecl by HiiMy Stcvens, assisted by 
Marlin Hill, Liz ,vlil li >an dnd May and Jane. 

Mary Meagher 

Southdown (Parham) 
PERStSTE northerlies, plus summer thermals, have 

given us a fl ying start l tl th soaring <e<Json. P'Jul rrost 

and St<?ve \'Vhitaker t<?<)k arlv.mtage to complete their 
Silv r Badges, w hile Rob Pick("ing and Rob Golcl111g 
went olo. I an Ashdown fl 'W from Parharn across into 

Wal ne\ then toured the valleys during an epi !light 
of more than eight hours, and around bOOk m. C uy 
WestgatE' Pntertained at the Biggin Hill Air Show w ith 

his ~erobnti display. He> has now brought on si e as 
Swiit single-seat version oi the Fox. Our T-21 h~s been 
beautiful ly refurb ished .md i now in its original RAF 
livery. Our stalwart K-1 is up for sale and inter ted 

clubs should contact our secretary. We have another 

priVQtc.\y owned turbo dl Southdown, and stJtistics eem 
to suggest that this is the way gliding w ill be going. 
Peter I Holloway 

South London (Kenley) 
THE club hds had some busy months including a 
1 0-day trip to Idea in Spain for nine members. Everyone 

had a fantastic time soari ng in and around the snow­

capped peil ks uf th<-' Pyrenees up to1 O,OOOft. The overall 
<llmosphere and the flying possibi lities are exceptional 
and I would recommend the place to :myone. Back at 
home three· mm" nll!mbers have recentl y finished tlwir 

Silver badgJ>. Our congratulat ions go out tu lngram 
Cavan, Russell King and Michael Po inton fur all 
completing this in the same week. Plans arc well on the 
\·vay no~vv to improve our clubhouse fc.1cil ities, in th<.~ 

shape of some new buildings, which we hope w ill be 
completed in the next iew months. 
Marc Corrance 

South Wales (Usk) 
EVENING flying is well under way. making thf' most of 
I he long summer days; hopefully we w ill glean some 
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Left: We/land continued its recent policy of 
participating in local events by taking this Cirrus 
to the Rushden Steam Cavalcade. it was popular 
with kids, and happily remained on the ground 
throughout the weekend, unlike the club's gazebo, 
whose unauthorised first solo in Sunday's strong winds 
ended in disaster after just 20 yards (Mark Rush ton) 

Right: ''Sa m Roddie, .. says former Wolds Club News 
contributor Tony Kenda/1. "is doing our news now 

and he's too shy to send in details of his solo: Dad and 
Lad in perfect harmony". 

new members. O ur regular visitor from Minden, 
Nevada, Ceuff Loyne~. once CJgain had J good week of 
fl ying with us. W.-11 done lo lan Helme on achieving his 

five hours and to Simon Lewis who also did this to 
·omplcte his Silver R<1dge on the ridges in the Black 

Muun1.1ins. Our thanks to Brian Crow for doing the 

cashier duties over the past yeM and to Claire l l elmc 
for kindly offering to take over from him. Pete Saunders 

is doing a sterling job o f rejuvenating the clubhouse. 
We arc looking forw<Jrd to hosting Rockpolishcrs next 
month anrl our club Task Week. 

Jan Phillips 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
DEPUTY Chai rman DE>rek Heaton swapped his beautiful 
K-6 for an ASW 19 and promptly celebrated by claiming 

the Earl Bird Trophy for the first IOOkrn flight in early 
M arch. As the April weather came in the cross-country 
fl ying really got started w ith many good fl ights, the hest 

being i90km by Rangi de Abbathy. Fi rst badge claim of 
the season came from Dr rek Miles when he flew a K-13 
to Hus Bos for Si lver distance. Three other aircraft have 

arrived on site: a Jeans Astir, an LS8 and our tug Tango 
Victor has been replaced w ith a younger model. Two 

open days in April wE'rt' not blf'ssed with the best o f 
weather, but 70 visitors enjoyed flights and we signed 

up sever;, I new members. Also on the instructor front, 

Alan Jolly has completed his full rating and Rangi an 
as istant rating. "busy guy". 
Colin Ratc\iffe 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
THE T-21 hook conversion masterminded by Derek 
Ph illips has now proved its worth Jftcr many hours o f 

dedlr.atecl labour throughout the w inter p lus technica l 

back-up from l'eter Undcrwood ofVGC fame. Higher 
launches combined wi th Dynepma on Skylaunch, 
longer fligh ts and ohviously less stick loading on the 
elevator arc the great benefits for all the syndicate 

members. Si te improvements are ongoing with the 

refu rbished kitchen now complete thanks to Dave 
Johnson. Barry 1VIonslow and Peter Merritt making good 

uSl' oi the units donated by Phi\ Collier. Congratuldtions 

to John Dickinson and "Humph'' Yorkc on Bl ra ti ngs, 
plus well done llrian Hadley, Hayden WPIIs and Robert 
}ones on solos. WP are pleased to report steady progress 
hy our two long-term sick members at \,1st - lim Tyler 

(ex-CFI) and Ncvil lc Skelding (ex-secretary) from the 
early pioneering dli)'S- wt:' ·wish them well . 
Harry Williams 

The Soaring Centre 
(Husbands Bosworth) 
CONGRATUL1\TIONS to El lie Annstrong on completing 

her Cross-country Endors ment and check 2. Task week 

was held in May ,lfld was very successful. Well done to 
Peter Redsh:wv (visiting from The Lakes Gliding Club), 
Mike \ordy and partners in the Duo, and Claucle 

Woodehouse w ho came 1st. 2nd and 3rd respectively. 
AI the time of going to press Russell Cheetham is at the 

\.Vorld Championships, and we wish him good luck. 
Siobhan Crabb 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
EASTER week turned into one of the hest on club 

record. Our Dublin guests had an ex<.dlent time. The 
start o f May was also very good with congratulations 

going to Gary M r l aughlin on getting his Silver ,1nd to 
Michacl McSorley and Jirnmy Wcston on their 300km 
de la red flights. At tim of w riting our d ui) trip to J ac~ 

in Spain is in its last week, what a wonderful experience 

- many thanks to Jimmy Weston for organising i t. 
I would l ike to thank Alan McKi llen who steps clown as 

CFI ~iter thrc<' years. Brian trwin takes over. W e wi l l be 
hosting visiting aircraft at the Porlrush Airshow on the 

first weekend in September. rut it in your diary. 
Finbarr Cochrane 

Vale of the White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
WE held our Ta'k W eek over the Bank Ho liday week at 
the end of May, <Jnd the weather obliged w ith mor 

taskable days than usual. Particularly notable was the 
day w hen thre of our pilots su c sfu lly ·ompk•tecl J 

tas o f over JOOkm - ongratulation to Tony 
M 'Nicholas, Gerry Brown and Sieve Nash. rhe prize for 
the best p rforman e over the week went to Tony 

McNicholas, and ior the most improving cross-country 
pilot to Peter Scht"iwi ller. We arc pleased to wel come 
three new Assistant Instructors to the club's r;mks: Cl iff 

Beveridge, Kev Hdle, and Tony M cNicho l.ls. After a 
long, dry w inter a very wet 1\.1ay resulted in phenomenal 
growth in 1he grilss , but sterling work by Al,lfl lladwin 
hJS now given us an outst<Jnding airfield surfJce r1gain. 
Graham Turner 

Welland (Lyveden) 
MEMBER support for the club display at the Cranficld 

Steam Ral ly ra ised interest for a th ird ye,\r. Aspiring Bls 
are working towards <1 r.1t ing course on site; it looks l ike 

they wi ll be needed. Neighbouring clubs' motorgliders 
h~vc been providing field selection practice for aspiring 

cross-country pilots and there ar" plans to use our Tw in 
Acro for cross-country experience. Chasing my height 

gained Ladd<'r head st<Jrl with trip> to Al>oyne and 
Fcshiebriclge, M ark Rushton dodged showers and spread 

out for the first cross-country scor' on the ladder. Stevc 
Burgess' valiant first attempt at Silver saw JOkm to Hus 

Bos in the b lu . Our flying w eek w ill be from August 5 
and our Wednesday group is fl y ing as usual. 
Strzeb 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
AS soon as we started to enjoy the soMing weather w e 
were hit by cold and windy weekends. The Dyneema 

w inch cable trial turned into a series oi incidenl' and 

repaid this m isuse by giving pilo ts more fre4uent launch 
fa ilure pract ices than were welcome! A strong team 

represented us in the South-West Area Inter-Club League 

at M endip GC <1nd took Wyvern into a narrow early 
lead thanks to a 1st and a 2nd p lace in the novice class 
by Bruce Hudson, another 1st and 2nd place in the 
pundit class by A I Tribe in the DG-1 000, and <1 1st pldct' 

by intermedi,1te entrant Paul Jessop in the Jun ior. 

Congratulat ions In 13ev Jcssop dnd Osc.1r Mercer on 
achieving first solos and to Dawn H.1dlow rC'-soloing. 

Sailplane & Gliding 



BGA Badges 
No Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

FAt 750KM BADGE 

56 Jonathan Walker (from Benatta) 17.1.2006 

57 Christopher Davidson (from Tocumwal) 31 .1 2.2005 

DIAMOND BADGE 

710 
711 
712 

713 

Mike Till 
Dan Pitman 

Darren Smith 

Pete Masson 

Diamond distance 

Soaring Ctr (Omarama)11 .3.2006 

Windrushers 10.4.2006 
Heron (Omarama) 29.8.2005 

Lasham 5.4 .2006 

1-1054 Gordon Burkert Bidford 7.8.2005 

10.4.2006 

5.4.2006 
10.4.2006 

10.4.2006 
5.4.2006 
2.4 .2006 

Dan Pitman 

Alistair Cook 

Windrushers 

Windrushers 

t -1055 

1-1056 

1-1057 

1- 1058 
1-1 059 

1-1060 

M Nash-Wortham Lasham 

Terry Salter 
Pete Masson 

Roger Barber 

Diamond goal 
2-3127 Timothy Linee 
2-3128 George Rizk 

2-3129 Terence Banks 

2-3130 Michael Mittar 

Lasham 
Lasham 

Lasham (jaca) 

Dorset 
Buckminster 

East Sussex 
East Sussex 

2-3131 Michael McSorley Ulster 

5.4.2006 

10.4.2006 
5.3.2006 

5.4 .2006 
13.5.2006 

26.2.2006 2-3132 Peter Clayton SGU (Cunderdin) 

2-3133 Richard Bennett Midland (Tocumwal) 24.11 .2005 

Diamond height 

3-1664 Mike nu 
3-1665 Graham Paul 

Soaring Ctr (Omarama) 11.3.2006 

London (Omarama) 12.2.2006 
3-1666 Darren Smith Heron (Omarama) 29.8.2005 
3-1667 Christopher Huck Cotswold (Ponmoak) 25.4 .2006 

GO.LD BADGE 
Bob Bickers 

Terence Banks 

Michael Mittar 

Darren Smith 
Roger Barber 

Lasham (Omararna) 17.1.06 
East Sussex (Denbigh) 5.3.2006 

East Sussex 5.4 .2006 
Heron (Minden) 

Lasharn (Jaca) 

2403 

2404 
2405 

2406 
2407 

2408 

2409 
2410 

Michael McSorley Ulster 

29 .8.2005 
4.4.2006 

13.5.2006 

8.4.2006 Kevin Bye ESGC (Portmoak) 
Neil Moffatt Lakes (Carlisle) 27.4.2006 

Gold height 

Andrew McKee 
Darren Smith 

Roger Barber 
Simon Harris 

Neil Molfat 
Kevin Bye 

Simon Lucas 

Booker (Omarama) 14.1.2006 
Heron (Minden) 29 .8.2005 

Lasham (Jaca) 4.4.2006 
Wrekm (Lieweni Pare) 3.4 .2006 

Lakes 
ESGC (Portmoak) 

16.4.2006 

8.4.2006 
Cotswold (Portmoak) 25.4 .2006 

Congratul ations lo Matt King un becoming the fourth 

Q inetiQ Graduate Airmanship S herne student to solo . 
Andy Gibson 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
IT'S the end ui May and the weather has not improved 

w ith tw o out of the three days of the Inter-Club Le.1gu<­
Competition on the Spring Bank Holidays .rubbed. 

Congratulati ons to Tony Lee who has successfull y 
completed hi s Ass istant l'ating. 1-lugh Etherington ,1nd 
Andrew Ratty jo in the instructor cadre as Bls with t\;likc 

Bowman hot on their heels. There has also been the 
opportunity for Rob Mi lner to go so lo for the first tim e 

and for Tom Stoker to slip in a quick 180km with a 
cl imb to '! \ 700ft. Even your correspondent managed to 

polish oif Silver w ith i1 102km jaunt to Dishforth ,1nd 
Burn in one of the few iine w eekends of what is sup­

posed to be the soaring season. lt can only get better! 
Keith Batty 

August - September 2006 

No Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

Dorset 5.4.2006 
Gold distance 
Timothy Linee 
George Rizk 

Terence Banks 

Mtchael Millar 

Michael McSorley 
Peter Clayton 

Neil MoHat 

Richard Bennett 

Buckminster 10.4.2006 

East Sussex (Denbtgh) 5.3.2006 
East Sussex 5.4.2006 

Ulster 13.5.06 
SGU (Cunderdin) 

Lakes 

26.2.2006 

27.4.2006 
Midland (Tocumwal) 25.11.2005 

SILVER BADGE 

11626 
11627 

11 628 

11629 

11630 

11631 
11632 

11633 
11634 

11635 
11636 
11637 

11638 

11639 
11640 
11641 

11642 

11643 
11 644 
t1645 

11646 

John Friend Denbtgh 

Chris McPartlin RAF GSA 
Peter Schweilter 

James Pengelly 
Andrew Cote 

Vale of White Horse 

Booker 
East Sussex 

Nicolas Karaolides Crusaders 
Atison Booker Lasham 
Nicholas Lambert Portsmouth Naval 
Keith Batty York 

John Roche-Kelly Norfolk 
George Rowden Yorkshire 

Gary McLaughlin Ulster 
Stuart Leadbeater Burn 

Brendan Worley Bannerdown 

Michaet Fursedon Shenington 
Colin Fretwett Kent 

John Weddell East Sussex 
Mark Fielding 
Mites Park 

Mike Codd 
Richard Bennett 

Borders 

Lasham 
Black Mountains 

Midland 

UK CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 

996 

997 
998 

999 
1000 

1001 
1002 
1003 

Mark Sanders 

Keith Batty 

Midland 

York 
Stuart Leadbeater Burn 

Luke Dale Lasham 
Chris Lawrence Norfolk 

Graeme Alexander Bowland Forest 
Timothy Highton Norfolk 

Mike Codd Black Mountains 

Lasham 

Devon & Somerset 

31.1.2006 

5.4.2006 

5.4.2006 

5.4.2006 

5.4.2006 
18.8.2005 
17.9.2005 

7.8.2005 

23.4.2006 
5.4.2006 

27.4.2006 

21.4.2006 
14.4.2006 

29.4.2006 

5.5.2006 
5.5.2006 

26.4.2006 

29.4.2006 
5.5.2006 

29.4.2006 
24.11.2005 

5.4.2006 

23.4.2006 
14.4.2006 

8.4.2006 
29.4.2006 

10.5.2006 
29.4.2006 

29.4.2006 

9.6.2006 

11.6.2006 

AEROBATIC BADGE 
Spts Kwn Charles Baker 

Std Kwn A Mugleston 

Std Kwn AI Stacey 
Std Kwn Steve Derwin 

Std Kwn Margaret Doig 
Std Kwn Richard Lucas 

Std Kwn Brian Collhorpe 

Std Kwn John Baxter 

Bannerdown 11 .3.2006 
Scottish Gliding Union 15.6.2006 

Scottish Gliding Union 15.6.2006 

Scottish Gliding Union 15.6.2006 
Scottish Gliding Union 15.6.2006 

Lasham 18.6.2006 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
N ICK Gaunt and Lindsay Mclean flew exception,l l 
flights on Ascension Day when they soared from w est to 

east, coast to coost! \·Ve have c:ll so had c1 number of 

good w ave days with pilots gaini ng Go ld heights. The 
JjB -- has been up at the Bank fi lming for a documentary 

on Sl ingsby: one of our prcc-war memb rs (and current 

Pres ident) M oyra Johnson (nee 1-lorsleyl was intervit<wed 
and we fl ew th eir presenter in a T-21 . SonyJ is running 

Gliding Gourmets and iccxling us yummy stuff. lt is w ith 
s,1dness th,lt I report the death of Frcd Knipe, YGC 

chairman for <1 number of years in th e ea rly 1970s il nd 
instrumental in setting us on ,1 sound finJn c.: iol footing. 

lie loved gliding ond his heart was JlwJys in th e YG 
Annelle Smith 

S&G5 thank.s to Debh E\Ians for editing ' lub Nevvs down (rum 

the 9.200 IVords submillcd to th£' 7,200 Wf' had span" lor. \. . 

t llld In lt // our contributors for your h ·1nl work .md support ~ 

Obituary 

Henryk Docktor 
- Yorkshire Gliding Club 
MY FIRST mem or)' i> from 19!>2; llenryk ( 1 25-2006) 

fl y ing an anc ient obso lete Grunau, Stuck on the fo rward 
ridge VERY low and often out of sight. Th e loca l pund it 
procl ai m >cl, "Th at Henryk Oocktor \vill never make it . 

Just too h.1mfist d" . Hnw wrong he wa~. 

Henryk's ·tron g Polish accent could have been a 
handi ap as an instructor, but his decent w a; 1 art o f his 
chJrtll and he was a true cornmumca.tor; he loved tratn­

ing new recru it!i, nabl ing thPrn to share his pas~ i on ro r 

gliding and the YCC. For J-lenryk, arriving ul Sutton Bank 
w s his honiecoming. 'o longer the db placed person 

who escaped from Poland after drmdfu l privations, no 
longer an iron m in ' r in North Yorkshire. 11 was appointed 

" Resident Flying Instruc tor" (subsequently made Cfll as 
a result of bredking both legs in a mining acc ident and 

being unemployed . We have amazing mcmori l!s oi 
1-lc·nryk being ta ken out to th e T-2 'I in a wh e I barrow ; o 
he could instru ct the course members. YGC in th e ear ly 
1 CJ50s w(. run cJovvn , nearly bankrupt a.ncJ struggling for 
survi val. Who better to re ognise those needs th an ; omc­

onc who had been throu gh as much as 1-1<-nryk? 
The choice of 1-lenryk a " the only pa id >mploy e" in 

th 50s w as in fa ct inspired. Thcr W d S no water un less 
Henry k made it run. Th SE>wers n -eded digging. There 

was no national grid . The lectr icity onl y came from the 
generator because Hcnryk cou ld fi x ir. The airfield was 

undrained. When it wasn't boggy it" · a dust storm. The 
winch didn't work unl f'-SS llenryk sorted it. Ther was nn 

heatino tn winter; no workshop and all C of As w r 
dont' on itc in the hanger. No other man could have 

done the job. l ie stud< at it and kept our spiri ts ur and 

enabled the cl ub to grow and prosper. 
Henryk believf'd it was his duty to bu y th t> first round 

(Jf drinks on th firs t •vening of ,, 11 the courses. H e ev n 

cajoled the c lub into giving him a coup le of pounds eh 
w eek to cover thi s! Those extra hours in the bar at th e 

gl iding club w ere memomhle. wild gr at fu n ;md did 
wonders to weld the friendship and strc,ngth of the club. 

But without his w ife. Susan 's, to lerance and ds istance it 
would not hJvc been po sible. When, in 199 1 the Roy~ l 

Aero Cl ub awarded 1-lenryk the Bronze medal for 

"Service' to liding", of wh ich h was justly proud, I 
rE'member him saying that thi s was on ly posstb le 
because of Susan's upport. Th y were a great te,lm. 

During J-h; nryk's ' reign ' YG mov d from being th i> 
run-down club on the fringes of th e aeronautical wo rld 

to one of the most famous lobs not only in England but 
~ lso the world. I'd love to tell th e story oi how Henryk 

taught the cluck to fly by dropping it nul of th e T-2 1: in 
my resE·nrch I couldn't get the authori sed version and my 

memory is hazy, but I'm assured th e duck survived. 
W e will always remember 1-lenryk for hi s pleasure in 

the contdct ol people. He WllS "sound '', humo rous, 
charming, wi se and he never l><>r~' ill will. He thought the 
world of his famil y, of Suson, ll i lary and Peter, and he 

loved gliding, parti cularl y training n<'w rl,cruits and w el­
coming vi sitor::.. A mon of his time, wou ld someone li ke 
Henryk be appointed in this present I'C world ! I think 

not, but gliding needs the llenryks oi thi s world. \ _ 
Nick Gaunt ~ 
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The final score -
trailer, 1; glider, 0 
This owner tells the sad short story 
of how KiKJ - the Pegasus jointly owned 
by him and his partner - came to reside 
at a repair facility with a very sore wing 

W EDNESQ,\Y "'" >eh ·dulcd to b J c ro ker. anu h.tv ing 

spent iour hour in the Jir o n Tursday stumbling Jround 

d f,tl l l ~c unpiJ no ·d I OOkn1 l n very dodgy •.ond it iuns, 

I dt!f'idcd I~> leave KiKi rig.t:<'d o vernight .11 the f ie ld. 

fleven 'cln k Sd\\' 111 just about rcadv to go, but it w as 

sti ll .r b rt ear ly, s I h<"lp cl J guv rig lli> I.SR. 

During the c-ourse t Ji th,tt o p('r<llio n, my ungiJss fell 

out o f m , )O<'kc>t and I couldn' t find them . o I qurck ly 

j10ppt'fl inlu town''' huv ,, rcpl.tc:<'m •nl p.lir losing time. 

O n the w.1y hack I got m>ck h('i1ind " tr,tctu r; funher 

inn •asing the blond pressure. 

I f in. lly got IJdck to tlw l it> Id, .md got n·~dy to tow out 

~with d rope no on •-m,m tow-out gc<1r WL.lS suppl i(-'(l 
vv ith our rig). I lrnmd .1 vCJiunteer to walk the wing, but 
thf•n poll<•d th:ll tht • <\ >r key' w <• n•n 'l in the c.>r. So h<· 

w ent nt( to ily h,; g l idl'r, whilst I lor.>tc,>d the kC')'S. Tlwn 

I decided tu drivt• u p to till' l.u rn< hpoint to find Jnothcr 

volunteer tu w.>l k KIKi to tlw l.tunthpoin l 

SJdly. no one told KiJ.. r sh<· w .bn' t invited <111 th,l t trip 

so, w ith lO\\ rc>p • ; rill .>I IJ<-hed l;rnrlmP having rurgottcn 

,Jho uJ i l), the g l id Pr slpw,·d ruunrl h1•h111d 11'1<' dlld lh r' port 

"'"'~' 1111p.1cte<l J n('rghhouring trai l r. 

ll1P "-nu·e was 1-0 tu the lr~J i ler, Gcrma11 robustness 
triu m phing over Fr nc h finM P 

bj<' lesS(JI'I .I - Don't get >UCI<ed in to ,, sillr.rtinn 

whr•r"' -o rnpnsur • u.nrl p.1 1 i~·" t' gen tly "'bb "" y to the 

point w here rat>on.d th(llrght ~ r' to apply. 

Object le >C>Il ~"- - l i you can ,Jff rd i t, invest in tm 

out ge<>r to prnt et your llOI·IIN<iJStdntrill inv srmcnt. 

Thought for lh day! Th gu) who nol<~ l th;>l m y 

" m o m nt" arose on Ill' •roulld whull nothing hut ~l.,ss 

fil; r~ gm 1lamaged, r.u lwr lh,m in tlw ai r when \. . 

IJ(ll,h , n I hlolld ,,.. .JI>n .11 lisk. ~ 
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Accident/incident summaries by oave wright 

AIRCRAFT 

Rei Type Registration Damage 

DATE 

lime Place 
PILOT(S) 

Age lnlury P1 Hours 

0 12 K·21 

1415 

4706 

15 

Subslantoal 

MifiOr 

26-Nov-05 

0 

Bury, 

W Sussex 

55 Minor 

P1 , a recently qualified Basic Instructor, was giving an early ab in1tio student his first experience of ridge flying. After over an 

hour soaring he decided to return across a gap but encountered sink so diverled to a bowl that he hoped would be working. 

Finding more sink he had to make a humed downwind landing and went through a lence. 

013 Pegase None - Dec-05 Incident Apt 42 None 

1450 

260 

The pilot had not llown tor several months and so was given a salislaclory check flight. He wanted to make hos fi<J;IIIighl in a 
Pegase glider, but due to his rush to get into the air, tailed to obla>n a type conversion briefing. On the approach he operated the 

gear rather than airbrake lever, overshot the airfield and landed in a lield, wheel up. 

014 Motorlalke Minor 

Motorglider 

-Jan-06 

1345 

Incident Apt - None 

Two expenenced syndicate members were moving the motorglider o~t of the hangar sideways on castoring dollies under the 

main and tail wheels. One person was pulling the wing lip and one pushing just behind !he wing trailing edge. As it moved 

sideways it also rotated and hit the hangar door jamb with the unallended wing. 

015 K-21 3848 Minor 19·Nov·05 North Hill 68 None 1533 

1630 20 None 0 

The training flight took place in conditions that were known to produce downdralls on finals. Despite makrng allowances for this 

the very experienced instructor encountered exceplional sink which resulted in the glider clipping a bush on the airf<eld boundary, 

slewing the glider to one side. Shortly alter this another glider undershot. See report 1612006. 

Ot6 SZD Junior 5094 Substantial 19-Nov-05 North Hill 73 None 253 

1641 

Shortly after a two-seater undershot due to severe sfnk (Report 1512006)this pilot also encountered the local eftect and. despite 

shortening his circuit and increasing speed, could not reach lhe airlield. The glider clipped the tops ol small trees aboul 100m 

short, sustaining substantial damage but the pilot escaped umnjured. 

017 SZD Junior 3268 Minor 2 1·Jan·06 

1200 

Talgarth 55 None 3 

The pilot was makmg his first flight on lype when. shortly aller he launched, the wind changed. requirong several ridge soarrng 

gliders to land in succession. Although these had been moved to the side olthe landing area he was distracted by them and 

tailed to round out and bounced heavily. 

018 ASW 208 2974 Minor 21 -Jan-06 

1335 

Asian Down 62 None 927 

During the wonch launch ground run the cable became detached tram the glider. The pilot mistakenly grabbed the undercarriage 

lever instead of the adjacent airbrake lever and the glider slid la a halt on its belly along !he runway. 

019 Discus HB2 Minor 18·Feb·06 Husbands 47 None 917 

1304 Bosworth 

Alter a local soaring flight the experienced pilot tailed tc lock !he undercamage down at the lirst allempt and then locked 11 up 

instead ol down and landed with the wheel up. 

020 Libelle 1752 Minor 25·Feb·06 

1240 

Parham 35 None 315 

The pilot was !lying the local ridge in turbulent conditions. He tell the ridge ad1acentto the arrfie and headed directly back far a 

straighl·in approach. Encountenng severe turbulence and sink. he renllsed he would not reac:ll tne strip so turned and landed rn 

a field. Alter a turbulent approacll hP. landed on the rough surface. causing minor damage. 

021 K-13 3642 Minor 18-Dec-05 

1133 

Lasham 41 None 

Nontt 

Aller a normal approach PI thought a motorglider. seen moving alonq lhe penmeter ltijCk ~<mnrng lo side the runway wa 
going to move across his path. He turned towards the perimeter traGi< and. nol raal>smg that the particular K·13 that h was 

llying was one filled with a ser;iceable wheel brake, tailed to slop before hiUing a car 

022 K-13 None -Jan-06 Incident Apt 27 

22 

None 

None 

312 

0 

904 

20 

The glider's 11ght wing dropped as >oon as the winglip runner let go. The student was slow to react nd th ins!lu tor quickly 

pulled the release knob bul il slippE!d through his gloved hand. He slipped again on his second allempt but succeeded on the 

third and landed safely alter recovering to wings level flight. 

023 Fournier G·AVKD Minor 

A F4 Molorglider 

31 ·Jan·06 

1500 

Lasham 55 None 

During the lhghlthe pilot unlocked the underc<trrrage lever to pull out his trapped map then locked it, possibly in the down 

posilion. During hrs downwind checks he believed he had lowered the undercarriage but landed on the grass with 

the wheel up. The up/down positions were not marked on this aircraft. 
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AIRCRAFT 
Ref Type BGA No 

024 Pegase 101 3593 

Damage 

Substantial 

DATE 
Time 

04-Mar-06 

1515 

PILOT(S) 
Place Age Injury P1 Hours 

Parham 17 None 

AHer gelling into a pitch oscillation and hitting the ground twice the pilot released from the aerotow launch after a 61! bounce and 
landed very heavrly with considerable yaw. 

025 Lak 17 LY-GIW Minor 09-Feb-06 
1400 

Bum None 366 

After a soaring llight the experienced pilot entered the circurt behind another glider. While on base leg/final turn he heard a radio 

message about enother glider in the circuit and, trying to locate this, he was distracted from his normal checks and landed wrth 
the wheel up. The club are going to re·introduce mandatory pre·d rcuit landing checks. 

026 DG300 3866 Substantial 04-Mar-06 

1615 
Talgarth 61 None 102 

The pilo was trytng la land on the runway, which was obstructed by another glider awaitrng retrieve. There was little room lor 
error 1nd otter 1vflat wrtnesses described as a fast approach. the undercarriage collapsed during the landing. The pilot could not 
1orn to manoeuvre as planned and hit the other glider's wing. 

027 SZD 3203 Minor 15-Feb-06 Currock Hill 76 None 1237 
Puchacz 1400 

AMr J normal approach the prlol rounded oul too early, apparenlly because he was dazzled by lhe sun, and dropped in from 

about 6 feet. The girder t,mded heavily w'lh lil!le forward matron. 

028 Falke SF25B G-BLZA 

Motorghd~r 

Subslantial 04 Mar-06 

1000 

Halton 70 None 221 

Some minor work was done on the motorgltder's engine to secure loose baffle and clear a partially blocked breather tube. After 

a ISatiSfactory ground run the pilot took a flight bul during the downwind leg a minor vibralion sfar1ed. which increased then the 
eng~ne stopped. The pilot made a sale landing with no propeller as the boils had sheared. 

029 Avra 4812 Minor t9-Mar-06 Talgarth 53 None 
Stroitel AC-4c 

On lh~a rotow ground run lhe glid 1 bounced over the rim of a tarmac road which ran across the glider's path. On landrng. after 

the bounce. the undercarriage collap so the pilot pulled off the tow and stopped. Possible reasons included: mud in the wheel 
box. lack of lubrication or tarlure to slam the wheel down and fully engage the catch during rigging. 

030 Note: Duplicated report. 

031 Not None 

applicable 
-Jan-06 

1200 

Incident Rpt - None 

Alter relurnrng cables to the launchpoint the retrieve vehicle removed the cables from !heir tethering hooks before returning to 

his seat and. fortunately, slowly driving away. One ol the cables had become re-allached when a strop snagged a hook and the 
cable was dragged around the launch caravan. cutting grooves in the cladding_ 

032 Not None 

applicable 
-Mar 06 

1400 

Incident Rpt - None 

A private car entered tile airfield and drove along the penlrack before turning across the active flying areas. weaving betw·een 

gliders. club members and the launch bus. The driver was found to be a ne~v tenant of an ex-MoD house on the airfield. He said 
he had not notJced the six warnmg signs he had driven past or that this was an act1ve airfield. 

033 K-13 5079 Substantial 18-Mar-06 Dishforth 52 None 

1240 
After a satrsfactory check flight the early solo pilot made a solo !light. During his approach he failed to take into account the 
crosswind and did not correct for drill. Despite being aware of the obstructions at the side of the runway t1e did not steer clear 

unlit too late. The glider's wing struck lhe launchpoinl bus and was substantially damaged. 

7 

034 Ka6 q 1098 Minor 01-Apr-06 

1230 

The Park None 229 

The girder accelerated normally on th• winch launch until. alter getting airborne, the cable parachute inflated and so the pilot 

abandoned the launch. Pdr! of trre rig or cable became entangled with the glider's fell airbrake but thanks la quick reactions by 
all concerned to halt the launch, rt caused only minor damage as the glider touched down. 

035 Std Janlar 2151 Minor 07-Apr-06 Denbigh 69 None 1283 

While landing lhe glider was caught by a crosswind gusl. which caused the glider to weathercock off the runway. As it moved 
across the grass 1t hit a rut. causing the undercarriage to collapse. 

036 Not applicable 08-Apr-06 

1406 

Burn Third Party 

INITIAL REPORT: Tile winch driver was hrl by the wlnc11 cable aller a cable break. He sustained injuries to his back. neck, head 

and elbow. 

037 Aslir Minor - Apr-06 
1400 

Incident Rpt - None 

The glider was being pulled from the hangar using a tail dolly towbar and ball-hitch on a car while the wing tip was supported on 

another dolly. During this process the wing tip hit the hangar door lrame and was damaged. 

August ~ September 2006 

SAFETY NEWS 
IN BRIEF 

BGA Safety Initiative 
THE BGA Safety Initiative has commenced its next 
phase of work. which will focus on the three areas of 

inadvertent stalling/spinning, landing and instructional 
accidents. Additional volunteers have been recruited 

to form teams - which will make recommendations 
for consideration by the BGA in September 2006 -

researching each of these areas. The new team 

members are: Paul Davis. Chris Gibson, Peter 
Hearne, John Hoskins, Colin Jackson. Malcolm 
Kerley. George Metcalfe, Geoff Stilgoe. and Bernd 

Vermeulen. 

CAA GA Safety Awards 
NEIL France, from Derbyshire, was the winner of the 

Civil Aviation Authority Gene ral Aviation Safety 
Awards 2005. He was presented with the CAA's Tiger 

Moth Trophy by Sir Colin Terry. President o f the Royal 
Aeronautical Society. In June 2005, Neil. a private 
pilot. flew as a passenger with a friend on a local flight 

in an aircraft type Neil had not previously flown. 

Not long after take off lrom Derby Airfield. the pilot 
became medically incapacitated with his leg locked 

on the controls. causing the aircraft to enter a steep 
spiral dive. Neil managed to take control. regain 

level flight and, after exchanging headsets with the 
unconscious p ilot. made contact with Derby Radio 

for advice on approach and landing speeds. After a 

practice he was able to make an approach to land 
and , after restraining the pilot (who regained 
consciousness at the point of flare). safely brought 
the aircraft to rest on the runway at Derby Airfield. 

Fatality in France 
WE are sorry to have to report the death of a British 

pilot in a gliding accident in the Southern Alps in 
June. The French authorities are investigating. 

Rigging and Daily Inspection 
THE BGA has recently received several incident 

reports which rela te to very worrying instances of 

mis-rigging. Very fortunately, none of these resulted 
in injury or damage (hence the term ··incident") . but 

the consequences could so easily have been tragic. 
Question -what is an incident? Answer - an accident 

wai ting to happen! Please take the greatest care and 
concentrate 100 per cent when rigging and Dl-ing 
your g lider - your life and those of your syndicate 

partners depend on it. More details at 
w.vw. gliding. eo. uklsafety 

AAIB update 
THE UK Air Accident Investigation Branch's June 

2006 bulletin reports an accident at Nene Valley GC 
last December when, after a normal approach and 
touchdown , a Scheibe SF25E motorglider. G-BHSD, 

appeared to decelerate more rapidly than normal. On 
leaving the aircraft the pilot found that the monowheel 
landing gear had collapsed. An inspection of the air­

craft revealed that the collapse was due to the failure 
of a previous poor-quality repair to t11e landing gear 

swinging arm assembly (www.aaib.dft.gov.ukl 
publicationsibulletinsljune_2006.cfm) 

Airprox filed 
AN Airprox report has been filed involving a Boeing 
737 and a civil motorglider. The incident took place 
22 miles north-west of Birmingham on 22 April 2006 

at 1616 hours. at approximately 8.000ft. 
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Accident/incident summaries (continued) 

AIRCRAFT 

Rei Type Reglslration Damage 

038 K-21 3586 Write-oH 

DATE 

Time 

13-Apr-06 

t810 

PILOT(S) 

Place Age Injury 

Long Mynd 66 

14 

Minor 

Serious 

P1 Hours 

INITIAL REPORT: Crash involving serious injuries to P2 and minor injuries to PI during a training flight. The glider was a write 

oil. Under investigation by BGA. 

039 SZD 55 G-CKLR Substantial 01-Apr-06 

1500 

Upavon 58 None 145 

The pilot was returning to the airfield ahead of an approaching squall and followed another glider in the circuit, setting up a cir­

cuit to land in the undershoot area, making the assumption that the other glider would land in the normal area. However, it land-

ed short and he had to land even shorter and hit a concrete post before the undershoot. 

040 K-13 None - Apr-06 

1430 

Incident Apt - None 

A problem was reported with the ailerons on a K13. Inspection revealed that the starboard control locking p1n had worked loose. 

11 was found that when they become bent it is possible to fit the pin so it goes through lhe connection around, rather than 

through the rigging pin, and out of the boltom hole. Suggestion : to twist the pin to check secure. 

041 Falke G-FLKE Minor 

Motorglider 

07-Apr-06 

1100 

Gransden 

Lodge 

64 None 2100 

The motorglider pilot took a gliding friend for a local flight and allowed him to control the aircraft as a glider. while operating the 

eng~ne controls himself. After a normal approach the aircraft appears to have rounded out too high and dropped onto the ground, 

damaging the propeller. 

042 Duo Discus 4661 Minor 26-Apr-06 

1538 

Husbands 67 

Bosworth 24 

None 

None 

342 

0 

Returning from an instruc1ional llight the glider made a wheel-up landing on the grass causing minor damage to the gel coat and 

the area around the winch hook trame. 

043 Grab 109 G-KNEK Substantial 

Motorgllder 

29-Apr-06 

2040 

Currock Hill 24 None 

None 

67 

Flying in the motorglider's right hand. rather than his usual left hand seat the pilot found he was undershooting. Confusing the 

stick and airbrake controls he made matters worse and. despite prompting and a last minute attempt to round out by P2, the air­

craft crashed into the undershoot area. The undercarriage and propeller were badly damaged. 

044 ASW 198 3846 Minor 09-Apr-06 Tibenham 53 None 147 

The pilot had a bneling on getting the best out of the glider on the winch but misunderstood the advice that full forward trim 

might be needed. Instead the stick was held fully forward on the ground which resulted in very poor acceleration and the chute 

opened. A PlO developed during the landing but this was controlled after bouncing on the nose. 
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GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel: 01568 708 368 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 
ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 

INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 
Spalding, Lines PE12 908 

Tel: 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 

Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority 

Classifieds 
Please send the text of your classified advert to 
Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) 
- debbie@gliding.co.uk. Call 01 t6 253 105t 
if you have any queries about classified adverts. 

Please remember that, if you are emailing text, 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by post or credit card by the 
deadline. The deadline for classifieds to be 
included in the October-November 2006 issue 
of Sailplane & Gliding is September 4, 2006, 
after which any adverts received will be 
published in the following issue. 

Text: SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra_ All prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 
ASTIR 77 Quarter share available based Lasham. 
with parachute, trailer, oxygen, covers, tow-out kit. 
£1500 Contact 02380 553942 for more details 

POWERED FLYING INSTRUCTION Special 
Conversion courses for glider pilots at efficient 
experienced school in West Wales. Call Cl iff Day 
07941 601837. www.flywithcliff.co.uk 

ASW 28 W7. built 2001, low hours and very good 
condition, one man rig Shire Newton trailer, 
Horizon, Becker, Sage, B50 and Winpi lot. Hllll, 
Hull & Trailer or fu ll kit. Available after Std. 
Nationals. Contact: Ed Johnston 07860 663886 or 
e-mail : ed.johnston@engsyst.co.uk 

SILENE - side by side seat glider, two quarter 
shares for sale, based at Husbands Bosworth. Or 
complete glider for sale with trailer, 17M, 37:1 
glide angle, recently refurbished. All in good con­
dition. Details Barry Broom on 01455 554946 or 
email: barry.broom@btinternet.com. 

DG200 Canopy Bubble, no frame, single piece, 
brand new, still in manufacturers protective cover­
ings. Cut into two pieces to replace on or both 
parts of your damaged canopy. No reasonable 
offer refused. Tel : David Jones 01787 469049. 

DG300 excellent condition, £16 000. Good trailer, 
Cambridge instruments. Tel: 07799 696748 

PARACHUTE for SALE, GO 650 "SILHOU­
ETTE". As New condition, Inspected and 
Repacked by Manufacturer June 2006. £595 
Contact: Chris Marsh (Isle of Wight) Tel: 01983 
730625. Email: grasstrip@supanet.com 

DUO DISCUS. 1825 Hours and 1025 Launches, 
Ful l Competition Standard Instrumentation Tow 
Out Gear etc. etc. Aluminium Cobra Trailer. Good 
Condition. £57000. Contact Mike Roberts 07941 
313664 ,email: 220@xcsoar.com. For Full Details 

Bronze & Beyond 
Fourth edition now 

available! 

The book that tells you what 
every British cross-country 

pilot shoulld know. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs, and direct from: 

http://tinyurl.com/Sn34z 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http://tinyurl.comlSn34z
mailto:220@xcsoar.com
mailto:grasstrip@supanet.com
mailto:barry.broom@btinternet.com
mailto:ed.johnston@engsyst.co.uk
http:www.flywithcliff.co.uk
mailto:debbie@gliding.co.uk


SLINGSBY GLIDER? VGC MEMBER? 
Join us at SUTION BANK for: 

SLINGBY WEEK AND VGC RALLY 
Aug 26th to Sept 3rd 

Pay only launch fees -no membership, camping 
or trailer charges for VGC members 

Wine to be won (thanks to Hill Aviation Insurance) 

Enioy our hill, wave and thermal lift and 
afterwards ioin in the social scene with 

like-minded pilots 
The BBC will be there to complete filming of their 

documentary on the life of Fred Slingsby 

01845 597237 l!l!Uilmb9.~ ~-~~ 

Lake Keepit Soaring Club 
Visiting Australia? 

X/C site -friendly club 
Good glider availability 

Web info: www.users.bigpond.com/keepitsoaring 
E-mail: keepitsoaring@bigpond.com 

DGJOO CLUB ELAN. Immaculate, self rig , tow out 
gear, EW, L Nav, Garmin 90, Dittel radio, horizon, 
parachute, oxygen, Cobra trailer. £20,000 ono. 
E-mail: stephen@smoss20 fsnet.co.uk or 01452 
731684. 

LSJ-17. Good gel coat and canopy. T/S AIH 
Volkslogger/LX160/Ipaq with Winpilot. Lift top trail­
er, tow out and rigging aids. To be sold with all 
instruments, so ready to fly the next day. Based 
Saltby. andrew@cluskey.co.uk 01476 861 861 
OIRO £18K. 

DG400. Excellent condition. L-NAV, GPS-NAV, 
horizon, oxygen. Dittel. Parachute. Jaxida covers. 
Cobra trailer, one-man rigging gear, tow-out gear. 
New C of A. Michael 020-7794 7770. 

NIMBUS 4 DM Year 1997, 4.300 hours, Rotax 
Engine overhall , full panel including, LX5000 
Transponder, LX20 logger, Oxigene, Jaxida many 
extras. Information: E-mail : condor@grn.es. Web: 
www.grn.es/condor. 

COMPETITION READY LS8-15/18. Comp No: 
LS8. Tail tank, tail wheel , 18m/15m tips. Fully 
equipped including GO parachute,Cambridge GPS 
+ LNAV, Volkslogger, IPAO, Sage CVS vario, 
Bugwipers, Cobra trailer, Rigging, Water Ballast 
and Tow out kit , covers. Built 1996, 870hrs. 
£46,000 ono. David Allison - 07880783635 or 
email dwkallison@gmail.com 

MASON RESTORATION 

I~ ~ ill 
Glider and Motorglider 

ColA Inspections 
Weight and Balance 

Repairs and Refinishing on 
Wood and Glassfibrc 

27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 

Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.flight@virgin.net 

August - September 2006 

The Platvpus Paoers: A. 
Fifty Years ot1>bwerless Plfotage <.> . 

The ideal present! 
"All soaring pilots should have this book on 

their shelves" - George Moffat 
"like Schweppes, it fizzes the whole way 

through" - Derek Piggott 
"Don't read it in public unless you are 

, willing to make a spectacle of yourself laughing 
out loud" - Dave Allison 

"The funniest book ever written" - Platypus 

Buy online at www.gliding.co.uk 

SF27, XK10 vario system, parachute, ColA June 
2007. £2000 Tel : 0116 2478288 

EX NIMBUS 2C: tail trolley, wingtip wheel and 
oxygen cylinder - also excellent instruments 
intended for new panel prior Nimbus sale. Price 
list in response your email with name/address: E­
mail: stewartbaxter@btinternet.com 

COURSES 

Introduction to Composite Repair Techniques. 5 
day course run by BGA Senior Inspector covering 
the methods used when inspecting and repairing 
GRP structures. Suitable for inspectors and pilots 
alike. 01452 741463 for more details. 

Do you have old copies of The Sailplane and 
Glider that are looking for a good home? The 
editor of S&G has nearly completed the archive 
she is creating but still wants to buy lhe following 
eight issues: 

Volume 1 number 4 (Sep-26 1930) 
Volume 1 number 41 (Jun-19 1931) 
Volume 1 number 42 (Jun-26 1931) 
Volume 5 number 2 (February 1934) 
Volume 5 number 3 (March 1934) 
Volume 5 number 7 (July 1934) 
Volume 12 number 1 (February 1944) 
Volume 12 number 7 (August 1944) 
Volume 12 number 11 (December 1944) 

She can also put you in touch with other 
colleclors who are seeking to buy copies to 
fill in the gaps in their collections. Contact 
her on 01392 464491 or at 
editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 

htip:l/www.cotswoldgliders.co.uk 

Hang Gliding Hot Air Ballooning 

45 minutes from Geneva. Les Carroz high 
in the French Alps. Fully equipped 
apartment with garage. Sleeps 4/5. 

Enquiries: Tel & Fax: 01797 252458 
Mob:7747 894493 

MISCELLANEOUS 

BGA SHOP - LADIES SKINNY PINK T-SHIRTS 
with small glider motif, M & L £7.95 incl. NEW DVD 
- "Gladiators of the sky" - £21 .50 incl. Order on 
line www.gliding.co.uk or Tel : 0116 2531051 and 
ask for Beverley. 

Skyvwings 
is the official monlhly magazine of the 

Bntish Hang Gliding and Paragliding Association. 
£27 per annum subscriptions from 

BHPA, The Old Schoolroom, Loughborough Road, 
Leicester, England LE4 5PJ. Tel: 0116 2611322 

httpJ/test.ebrd.com/skywings/home.html 

- - ~- .-: - ~~~ - :- ~ . ~ 

Caps Ion "JB" (BST) in superb condition. Side-by-side 
2-sealer. She's not o glider - more 'A Gentleman's 
Soaring Conveyance', bul will still thermal with the 

best of them. 1965 full refit 2000. Won VGC 
Restorofion Award 2001 .CofA Morch 07, excellent 
cond. 4-wheellroiler, Alt., ASI, Accelerometer, T&S, 
Mech & Elecl vario, red velvel upholstery, learn 2A 

transceiver (new boHs) Reluctant sale, but must, 
£9,750. {would consider 1 / 5th if syndicated). 

Located Cambridge GC. 
Call Bill Bullimore 07860 299 940. 

E-mail: bill@multihulls.co.uk 

BGA M3 FACILITY 

ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

PFA RATING 

HIGH QUALITY SPECIALIST WORK IN 
Carbon , kevlar and glassfibre, wood and metal. Alloy airframe repairs a speciality. 

All types of repair work undertaken, from minor trailer crash to large insurance claim. 
Kestrei/Libelle rudder and aileron drive rebu ilds, also NOT testing of rudder drive. 

Engine overhaul. Engine approval. Machining facilities for wing pins, axles, etc. Tig welding. 

If you require any of the above services, please contact us on any of the following 
Tel: Workshop 01993 779380 Fax 01993 779380 

Email: office@cotswoldgliders.co.uk 
Mobile No. 07944 885117 

or The Old Dairy, High Cogges Farm, High Cogges, Witney, Oxon. OX29 6UN 
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British Gliding Association 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
A great chance to win substantial cash prizes and at the 
same time enable the Pt1ilip Wills Memorial Fund to make 
loans to clubs for site purchase and development. 

This monthly lottery started in July 1992 and has room 
for many more participants. Starting in February 2003 the 
first prize winner drawn will take half the prize money each 
month and the next two drawn will take a quarter each. 

Please complete the form below and return it to the BGA 
with your payment. Please note that only BGA members 
and their families may participate and that the BGA is reg­
istered under the Lotteries And Amusements Act 1976 witll 
Leicester City Council. 

Pete Straiten, Promoter 

HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills Memorial r· ·---------------- ---------------------------------­
Fund to help with its work in developing BGA clubs and the To: Pete Stranen, British Gliding Association, Kimberley 
other HALF is distributed each month in the form of 3 CASH House, Vaughan Way, Leicester LE 1 4SE 
PRIZES. The more participants we have, the greater the 
prize money pool. 

1st PRIZE - 50% of the prize money pool. 

2 Runner Up Prizes ol 25% each of the prize money pool. 

Chances/numbers can only be bought from the BGA at 
£1.00 each . Those whose money has been received at the 
BGA by the end of each month will then participate in the 
draw on the first Wednesday of each following month. 
Tickets will not be issued in order to keep the administra­
tive costs low but each member will purchase a ··number" 
which will go into the draw. lt is hoped that members will 
purchase 12 months' worth of tickets at a time. Winners 
will receive their prizes direct from the BGA and a list of 
their names will be published in S&G. 

ROYAL DEESIDE 
\VAVE GLIDING SPECIAL 

at the 

Loch Kinord Hotel *** 
C. .I ~S­

~57' 04.) •)0' 
11'002" 

5) HJ9' 

Onlv l.i lllilcs 
from the 

DHF.S ID F. 
GUDI'iG 

CI.LB 

7 N/GW'S H/i/J rmd HREAKJ'AS7'from £1 Wpp 
Offering l:omfonahk act ·(lffilll(ld:ttio n . good fmuJ. 

.tnd a fi n selec tion of .\ ·lalt \'\~ hisky to cnj·o r ht:s ide 
l·o a l fires. (IJaily rate s a\'aibblt:) 

FUR'IliER GRO UI' DISCOUNTS FOR PARTIES 10+ 
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Telephone 013398 85229 
www.lochkiuord.com 

Please include me in the ··1 000 club" and I enclose 
£12.00 (payable to BGA) for twelve months of entries, or 
multiples thereof. 

Name . . Signed 

Address 

GIZMO INSTRUMENTS 
Digital Altimeter Vario I averager 

£199 inc. VAT £249 inc. VAT 

Latest, state of the art, quality 
instruments at offordable prices. 

For further details or to buy online visit 
www.gizmo-instruments.co.uk or call 

(01550) 779107 
Gizma lnslrumenls are designed and manufactured by 

Premier Electronics (UKJ Ltd 
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Para-cushion Chair 308 
Uke the f'ara-Cushion Back 303 except this back mounted container is butltto extend 
from the shoulders ol ltle user to just above the knees. This long design allows the 
parachute to be packed tn a larger area keeping the system at only 2.5" thick 
The system measures 42" long (105cm) by 16" (40cm) wide by 2.5" to 1 thick ,....----.... 
and weighs approximately 16.5lb. (7.5kg). 
The parachute is rated for all up weights of 2541bs and deployment speeds of 
up to 150kts. 
PARACHAIR £1 ,150.00 

The Model 304 is designed to be used in place of a seat cushion. 
The system's container measures 12" x 16" x 3" thick (minimum). By using an additional Conlor loam 
pad the thickness of the pack may be from 3" to 6" thick depending on the type of airplane and how high 
the user desires to be in the cockpit. The back pad is only a 1/2" thick, and uses Conlor loam padding. 
The parachute is rated for all up weights of 2541bs and deployment speed of up to 150kts. 
PARASEAT304 £1 ,150.00 

Aeronautical Charts & Data (AC&D) 

Directorate ol Airspace Policy 

Civil Aviation Authority 

K6, CAA House, 45-59 Kingsway, 

London WC2B 6TE 

With views and comments, 

contact AC&D VFR chart editor 

at vlrcharts@dap.caa.co.uk 

A list of approved stocRtsts can be 
found at www.caa.eo.uk/charts 

www.caa.co.uk/charts
mailto:vfrcharts@dap.caa.co.uk



