


The "LYNX" Aviation Battery 

Finally, the battery we have all been waiting for. 
All the power you will need in a little black box 
with less weight and more reliability, but above,all 
no design changes to your aircraft. 

The "L YNX" rechargeable Nickel Metal Hydride battcty 
has been specially developed to cope with 
the increased power demands placed on todays 
well equipped aircraft, be they glider or power. 

Making light work of supplying power to S Mode 
Transponders, Turn and Slip Indicators , Artificial 
Horizons, FLARM, GPS, Glide Computers, 
Radios, PDA's and Flight Recorders. 

Utilizing the same dimensions as the 7 Ah lead 
gel acid (LGA) battery, the "LYNX' can 
outperform its lead gel partner in both weight, 
power, reliability- and above all else safety. 

Lead gel acid batteries will deteriorate in a 
very short time culminating in both the voltage 
and current being reduced considerably. ~ 

Delivering more than double the power 
throughout the temperature spectrum when 
compared to the lead gel acid battery, this unit 
will perform with reliability every time. 

Product Features 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

Lighter than LGA Battery 
High safety factors built-in 
Robust construction 
High reliability 
Short proof 
More power compared to LGA 
Longer lasting than an LGA 
Press to test voltage indicator 
Same footprint as 7 Ah LGA 
Built to ISO 9001/2000 standards 
Automatic built-in reset fuse 
Cost effective and value for money 

Technical Specifications 

Capacity: 
Output: 
Charge time: 
Charge Method: 
Safety: 
Fuse: 
Cable material: 
Working temp: 
Colour: 
Dimensions: 
Weight: 

lOAh@ 5 Amps 
4 Pin XLR 6Amp rated 
8 Hours 
dt/DT + -V e delta v 
10 Hour timer. 
Automatic reset 
SUS flexible + PVC jacket 
-20C > + 60C 
Black. 
65mrn x 95mm x ~ 50mm 

1. 9Kg 

Battery voltage indicator 

For furtl:ler information: 

Tel: 

Fax 

+44(0) 1865 383426 

+44(0) 1865 383239 
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Bernd Weber and Corinne Baudisch flying the Duo 
Discus XL T above the Schwaebische Alb region near 
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Ewa/d thinks of the new Duo on p30 (J Ewald) 
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highlights of the competition 

Member of lhe 
Royal Aero Club 

and lhe 

4-5 BGA News 

6 Your letters: 

jock \•Vhil " ; 1-ldrr)' C/.1rk; 

Tony Scg~ l 

7 Students are put to task 

8 BGA Executive News 

12 Airspace update 

14 Shape of things to come 

16 Tailfeathers by Platypus 

24 lt's about to get very busy 

26 Gliding Gallery 

28 Broadening horizons 

39 Preparing to compete 

44 Nationals: 15-Metre Class 

45 Nationals: Open Class 

48 Competition Enterprise 

51 Salutory soaring 

52 Club Gallery 

55 Club News 

61 Club Focus: Nene Valley 

62 Accident/incident summaries 

64 Obituary 

65 BGA Badges 

65 Classifieds 

66 Index to advertisers 

Federallon Aeronaullque lnternallonale 

mailto:beverley@gliding.co.uk
mailto:debbie@gliding.co.uk
mailto:office@gliding.co.uk
http:www.gliding.co.uk


I 

4 

O News 
• CAPTAIN David Chapman will take over as the 

CAA's Group Director, Safety Regulation on 14 

November when the term ol office of the present 
Director, Mike Bell, comes to an end. Captain 
Chapman, 60, is a lormer naval officer and test pilot 

who joined the CAA in 1988. He is currently Head of 

the Flight Operations Division within the CAA's Safety 

Regulation Group. As Group Director, Captain 

Chapman's key tasks will include contributing to the 
continuous improvement of international safety 

standards in aviation and ensuring that CAA 

standards are achieved in a co-operative and cost­
effective manner. 

• THE Royal Aero Club Trust has opened its Flying 
for Youth bursary scheme for 2009. Each bursary, of 

up to £500. is available to anyone between 16 and 21 
years of age wishing to progress their interest in 

either air sports or aviation. Many young glider pilots 

have benefited from these bursaries in previous years 

and they will again, this coming year, be available for 
a wide range of disciplines, including gliding and 

motor gliding. The closing date for applications is 31 

March 2009. Full details are available from the RAeC 

Trust web site at www.royalaeroclubtrust.org/ 
bursaries.html 

• RECIPIENTS of the 2008 Air League gliding 

scholarships are: R Au from Reading. Berks SLMG 
(12 hours); D T Bray from Burford, Oxfordshire 

Aerobatics; J M L Chow from Bicester. Oxfordshire 
SLMG (12 hours) ; L C Dale from Poole, Dcrset 

AerobatiCS; S Green from Crowhurst. Surrey Cross­

Country; S J Hubbard from Hitchin, Herts SLMG (12 

hours) ; G W Linklater from Aberchirder Hunlly, 
Aberdeenshire Aerobatics ; SA Pendry from Swansea 

SLMG (five hours); R Ward from Chew Stoke, Bristol 

Cross-Country (D Feakes); R J Williamson from 

Saltash, Cornwall Aerobatics; M R Winwood from 
Gilllngham, Kent Cross-Country. 

• CONGRATULATIONS to Manhew Plumridge, 23, 

who has been awarded GAPAN's E S Hogg 

Scholarship 2008 for a PPL. Matthew flies at Lasham 

and recently won a beginners aerobatic competiton 
at Dunstable. He is enjoying his training at Western 

Air (Thruxton). Antonia White, of Bristol University 
GC has won the Joseph Gaggero Scholarship 

2008 for a PPL. She will be training with RAF Halton 

Flying Club. 

• THE Met Office is running a two-day course 

aimed at glider pilots, designed to broaden and 
enhance the glider pilot's knowledge of aviation 

weather, particularly in relation to low-level planning 

and safety. The course takes place at the Met Office 
College, Exeter, on 17-18 February 2009. For more 

information contact met4aviators@metoffice.gov.uk 

• A SERIES of safety evenings is being run by the 

CAA around the country, from now until the end of 
February 2009, aimed at all who have an interest in 

GA. including flying instructors. For venues and 

more information go to www.caa.co.uklga 

• THE winner of the BGA 1000 Club Lottery for June 
was E Brockington (£31), with runners-up M Smith 

and H Maddams (£15). 

Soaring as a science 
Andre Jansen reports from 
the 29th OSTIV Congress, 
held during the World Gliding 
Championships at Lusse 

THE 29th Congress of the Organisation 
Scientifique et Technique lnternationale du 
Vola Voile (OSTIV) attracted people from all 
around the world. 

Opened on 6 August by OSTIV president 
Prof Dr Loek Boermans (Delft, The 
Netherlands), the ceremony included the 
presentation of awards for contributions to 
OSTIV and the technical and scientific 
advancement of soaring. 

One of these awards was presented to 
Dipl.-lng ]an Schwochow for the best lecture 
given at cln OSTIV event, which he received 
for his speech about Aeroelasticity in 
sailplane design, presented at the Motorless 
Flight Symposium in Varese, Italy in 2004. 

The OSTIV-Piaque with Kl emperer-Award 
went to Prof Dr joszef Gedeon (Hungclry) for 
his "numerous contributions to sailplane 
technology and safety". 

Lectures started the next day on the airfield 
of Lusse, just a few steps from the main 
briefing hall for the competitors. 1'\Jearly 50 
presentations were given during the meeting, 
covering many aspec ts of soaring. Topics 
ranged from aerodynamics ilnd glider design 
to safety/crashworthiness oi the aircrafts, 
from pilot trdining and teaching to tactics for 
fast competition flights and, not least, about 
meteorology to better understand and predict 
conditions for soaring flights. 

Frank Thurecht spoke about a rocket­
powered pi lot-extraction system SOT El RA, 
under development with the Akaflieg 
Darmstadt. In an emergency, the actuation of 
a single lever will release the canopy, open 
the safety belts, pull the pilot from the seat 
(by a small rocket) and open a conventiona I 
parachute in an automatic sequence. 

All presentations given will be published in 
OSTIV's quarterly journal Technical Soaring. 

To foster the contact between gliding pilots 
and the people working on the scientific and 
technical advancement of gliding, every bi­
annual OSTIV Congress will be held at the 
same time and location as the world gliding 
championships in the FAI classes. · 

Significant issues for gliding 
THE B A is continuing to develop a response 
to the EASA NPA on aircrew licensing and 
medicals (NPA 17a, 17b & 17c) and is 
currently in discussion with EGU, Er\S, and 
other UK bodies, with a view to mdximising 
the consistency of European responses in 
support of our position. 

There are some very significant issues for 
UK gliding and it is important for future 

operations that EASA respond to BCr\ 
representations. In this respect you are 
encouraged to submit personalised responses 
-either by email or using the EASA online 
Common Response Tool. 

A summilry of the BCA views will be 
available on the Pilot Li censing page of the 
BGA website. The EASA licensing NPA 17 
response date is 15 October. 

Nationals, regionals and other dates 
Gliders v Power Aerobatics lash am 

Overseas Championships Ocana 

World Air Games Torino 

Junior World Champ Finland 

European Champ (flapped) Slovakia 

Competition Enterprise (not rated) Long Mynd 

Club Class Nationals Pocklinglon 

European Champ (unllapped) Russia 

Women's World Champ Hungary 

18-Melre Nationals Hus Bos 

Dunslable Regionals Dunstable 

Standard Class Nationals Nympsfield 

Tibenham Regionals Tibenham 

20·Metre 2-Seater Champ T1benham 

Open Class Nationals Lash am 

15m-Melre Nationals Aston Down 

Junior Championships Dunstable 

2-Seater Camp (not rated) Pocklinglon 

10-12/10108 

18-29/5109 

7-1316/09 

2116-517109 

27/6-11 17109 

4-12/7109 

11 -1917109 

19-3017109 

2517-8/8/09 

2517-2/8/09 

25!7 -2/8/09 

8-1618/09 

8-1618109 

8-1618109 

8-1618/09 

22-30/8/09 

22-30/8109 

23-3018109 

Congratulations to the following competitKm winners: 

Booker Regionals 

Nonhern Regionals 

Bicester Regionals 

Gransden Regionals 

Midland Regionals 

Dunstable Regionals 

Lasham Regionals 

Denis Campbell 

Mike Armstrong 

John Roberts (Open Class) 

Mike Fox (Sports Class) 

S1mon Barker (Club Class) 

Bob Bromwich (Sports Class) 

Mark Parker 

Ewan Crosbie (Blue) 

Nick Tillen (Red) 

Paul Kite (A) 

Glyn Bradney (B) 

R1chard Moyse (Vintage) 

Please make a note that Saturday 7 March 2009 is the dale 

for the BGA AGM and Sportmg Conference and BGA 

Governance and Chairman's Conference. I look forward to 

seeing you there. 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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• LASHAM was delighted to welcome three FAI Lilienthal Gliding Medal winners at the opening 
of the Lasham Regionals on 16 August. Two of them are current Lasham members and the third 
was a member in the past. Pictured left to right are: Derek Piggott (winner 2007), Wing 
Commander lan W Strachan (winner 2005) and Alan Patching (winner 2006). All have made 
great contributions to gliding in their respective fields. 

The Lilienthal Gliding Medal is the FAI's highest and most prestigious gliding award. Past 
winners have included eight from Britain. Seven of these are, or were, Lasham pilots- a record 
number unequalled by any other club in the world. (Photo by Paul Haliday) 

UK Grand Prix draws 
crowds despite rain 
THREATENING low clouds and intermittent 
rain didn't put off an est imated 3,000 
people, who visited Lasham on 6 September 
for an open day and th final race of the UK 
Sai lplane Grand Prix. 

The day was due to feature the Grand Prix 
gliding race, a stati and fl ying display of 
gliders and aircraft and an attempt by the 
British Disabled Flyi ng Associa tion to tow a 
65 tonne DHL 7.57 airliner for 100 metres, 
using the muscle of 38 wheelchair users to 
w in a place in the Guinness Book of 
Records. 

The weather gods were not kind w ith no 

Chns Curtis {left) won the one valid race day (P Haliday) 

October - November 2008 

racing taking place. However, the DHL 7.57 
descended out of the cloud as scheduled. 
The huge yellow Boeing was connected by 
three tethers to 38 wheelchai rs while their 
occupants stoica lly endured the cold and 
ra in. When the order was given they stra ined 
together until the aircraft began to move, and 
kept it rolling at walking pace for the full 100 
metres. lt will take several weeks for 
adjudicators to verify the record, but the fu nd 
raising world record attempt seems likely to 
be validated. 

The Sai lpl<llle Gliding Grand Prix was 
supposed to run throughout the whole week, 
but managed just one race, on the 
Wednesday. An earl ier attempt to stnge a 
race was invalidated when the whole pack of 
·17 aircra ft fa iled to get around the course, 
and landed in fields. The w inner of the one 
va lid racE' was Chris Curtis; it will be down 
to the International Gliding Commission to 
decide whether his one win will be enough 
for him to go through to the World Grand 
Prix next year, or if more qual ifying races 
will need to be run next spring. 

• WE ARE sorry to report the death of Dick Johnson. 

85, during a gliding contest in Texas on 23 July. A 
world record holder, 11-times national champion and 

US team pilot, Dick produced remarkable flight test 

articles for Soaring, which were incorporated into the 

book that became a soaring bible for pilots and 

students of performance improvement. We hope to 

run a full tribute to Dick in a future Issue of S&G. In 

this issue, Platypus plays tribute to one of the most 
remarkable figures in our sport (see p16) . 

• PHIL STURLEY, a recently retired RAF fighter pilot 

and senior officer, has been appointed as the British 

Gliding Team manager. Phil. an experienced glider 

pilot and ASH26E owner, flies with Four Counties. 

Brian Spreckley is standing down from the team 

manager role following many highly successful and 

busy years, but will continue to work with the team as 

head coach. 

• IF ANYONE has any good tugging photos or 

anecdotal tugging stories, BGA chief tug pilot John 

Marriott would appreciate them for possible inclusion 

in a BGA Aerotowing book, the proceeds of which 

would go to charity. Contact John on johnpmarriott 

@googlemail.com 

• THIEVES broke in to York Gliding Centre on 6 

September, taking all the club's computers as well as 

two parachutes. One parachute was of fairly standard 

design while the other was designed to fit young 

people, having a cross-over arrangement for the 

straps. Both were blue and had FFF embroidered on 

the left shoulder strap. If anyone is offered these 

parachutes or if they see parachutes answering this 

description coming into use, contact club chairman 

Keith Batty at office@yorkglidingcentre.co.uk 

• THE latest edition of the pilot weather guide 

GETMET is now available. lt can be can be requested 

or downloaded from the Met Office website free of 

charge at www.metoffice.gov.uklaviation. The new 

2009 edition includes information for the Met Office 

online weather briefings, lax and telephone services. 

weather reports and en route information to help with 

flight planning. GETMET also includes important 

information on TAF changes due in November. 

• ENERGY absorbing cushions can save lives and 

protect from serious inJury. The report into a 2006 

accident stated that: These (energy absorbing 

cushions) had a major effect in reducmg the hazard of 

compressive spinal injuries in what were very 

significant impacts. The BGA strongly recommends 
that all gliders are suitably equipped. For more details 

of its recommendation, see RP38 in the recently 

published 16th edition of Laws & Rules, a pdf copy of 

which can be downloaded from www.gliding.co.ukl 
formsllawsandrules.pdf 

• THE rules for FAt's Young Artists Contest 2009 
have been published. Youngsters aged 6-17 are 

invited to create a poster that captures the 

excitement and possibilities of the World Air Games. 

The deadline for the competition is 14 April 2009 
and the rules. along with more information about the 

contest, are available at www.tai.org/education/ 

young_artists_contesUrules 
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Your letters 
Wot? No bungey hook? 
THE diagr<~m describing the phases of a 
bungey launch (Bungeying with Flying 
Dutchmen June/july 2008, p36) has the pilot 
releasing the bungey. 

In 1950, when the Cambridge club visited 
<rt Easter, all self-respecting gliders hJd special 
hungey hooks. These were open-ended, 
located in the belly position and were seli-
r I asing. The bungey just dropped off as the 
glider passed over the crew below. 

The regular Ottfur hook was quite often at 
the nose of the glider. Why all gliders didn't 
have Ottfur belly hooks as well I've no idea. 

\Ne <1 lso occasion<1 ll y used the "Shoulder 
Launch" (similar to a bungey launch but 
without the bungey) . One person under each 
wing would push on the strut at the wing 
attJchment (about shoulder-high if you bent 
down - hence the name). 

You also needed a wingtip person Jnd, oi 
course, a glider with struts. The 
photo here (top right) is of one 
such launch with Dave M artl ew, 
Brian Plenderleith, Jimmy 
Grantham and me at J fast trot 
with the glider just airborne. 

I don't know who the pilot 
was. it may have been on the 
epic day when we achieved 
three fi ve-hour flights in the 
Cambride 11 (t he much loved 
" Pons Assinorum" - Pons for 
short). 

We had known it was going 
to be a possibility and I don't 
think many of us slept much the 
night before beca use we could 
hear the "whiffling machine" 
sp inning like mad. 

This was <1 two-bladed windmill that drove 
a generator for the water pump at a spring 
part way down the hill. Did we not have 
mains electricity? 

We got the first pilot up and dressed in the 
dark and on the launchpoint at first light. Then 
we waved him down madly as soon as he'd 
done his five hours, got the second one off 
and the third, who l;mdeJ with just enough 
light remaining. 

Weren't we brilliant in those davs?l 
Jock White, Ontario, Canada ' 
By email 

Silver Wooden Spoon? 
AS A schoolboy in the very early 1960s, I was 
a junior member of the Yorkshire Gliding Club 
at Sutton Bank. I gained my A, B & C 
certifi cates in M arch 1962. (Bronze had not 
then been thought oi). 

Later that yea r, I left Yorkshire for HJmble to 
begin training to become Jn airline pilot. 
Over the yeJrs from 1963, I was only an 
interested observer of the many developments 
in gliding, foolishly not taking any further 
active part in the sport, apart from a week's 
holiday cour5e in '1989. 

However, I did keep promising myself that I 
would resume active gliding when I retired 
from commercial aviation. In 2004, after 
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almost 40 years of flying airliners, I finally 
hung up my headset for good, and I re-joined 
th e YGC (a lthough now no longer quali fy ing 
as a junior! ). 

I really enjoy my days out at Sutton Bank ­
not only the gliding, but also fl ying the tugs 
and driving the winch and tractors. I even 
manage to enjoy the more mundane tasks 
around the site such as keeping Lh fl ying log, 
waving signalling bats and pushing gliders 
around! 

I was delighted to achieve rny Silver by 
comp leting the distance requirement on 
4 Jul y 2008. Having taken 46 years and four 
months between ga ining my initial gliding 
certifi ca te ond ompleting my Silver Badge, I 
wonder if I qualify for a Wooden Spoon for 
the longest ever such time l<:~pse? 
Harry Clark, North Yorkshire 
By email 

(Or does someone out there know differently? 
- Ed.J 

Safety Cockpits 
I should like to thank the Editor, Susan, for 
printing my articl e Tim ID reinforce safety in 
the 1\ug-Sept 2008 issue of S&C (pages 32-
33). Owing to my lack of skill with my 
computer, the following errors aros : 

The shoulder launch (above) was 

similar to a bungey launch. but 

without the bungey. One person 

under each wing would push on 

the strut at the wing attachment. 

The photograph is from 1950 and 

was possibly taken on the epic day 

that three five-hour flights were 

achieved 

Also taken in 1950 is this 

photograph (left) of people 

dragging a glider - possibly a 

Prefect - to launchpoint. Jock 

White rs pictured third from left 

Subtitle- thi s should have been "EASA and 
OSTIV work together". This was important in 
view of the general ill-feeling in the gliding 
worlcltowJrds EASA. In this case, EASA and 

STIV worked together closely, and are still 
working together, in connection with the 
safety of glider cockpits. 

The person who carried out experiment<JI 
work on glider cockpit safety in the US!\ was 
Prof Edward Crawley at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

The two photographs were taken by Mike 
Armstrong and show an acciden t involving an 
ASW 27 glider. The cockpit cage remained 
intact and the impact energy was absorbed by 
the crushed nose of the glider. The pilot was 
uninjured. 

The corrected sentence on page 33 shou ld 
read "Calcul.:~tion methods hould take into 
account margins zrgainst variation in illaterial 
properties, such as tensile or compressive 
strength". 
Tony Segal, by email 

Please send letters (marked "for publication') to the 

editor at editor@saitptaneandgtiding.co.uk or the 

address on p3. including your full contact details . 

Deadline for the next issue is 10 October 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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UNIVERSITY GLIDING 

Students are put to task 
Adam Spikings of Cambridge 
University GC reports on the 
2008 Inter-University Task Week 

H 
W do you run a competition where 

half the competitors are pre-Bronze and 
another quarter pre-solo? 

The Inter-University Task \Neck (IUTW) is 
an unusual competition. Cross-country flying 
takes a back seat, w ith points being issued for 
first solos, badge legs, type conversions and 
post-solo training in cros -country and 
aerobatics. lt is designed to sui t all levels of 
student fly ing, from those who had their first 
flight two weeks befor - to those who are 
con tenders for National Ladders. 

IUTW 2008 was hosted by Southampton 
Uni GC at Lasham from 19-22 luly. Home 
sides Surrey <1nd Southampton were jo ined by 
teams fmm Cambridge, Leeds, Edinburgh, 
Nottingh<Jm, Shcfiield, Bath and UCL. 

Students and gliders began trickling in on 
Friday evening. The first ch<1llenge of the 
week was to find someone in charge. I 
eventually managed to follow the trai l of 
directions to organiser Rob Hincs, who 
pointed me in the right direction. 

We got a fuller picture at briefing on 
Sunday morning. We had two K-"13s 
designated for our use, whid1 spent Sunday 
working through the solo pi lots' site checks. 
Although hemmed-in by Farnborough 
airspace for the first few days, it ·ubsided 
through the week as the activity wound back 
to normal. 

it WilS soarable enough for the sit checks 
to he away for half an hour, so the tminees 
didn' t get much oi <1 look-in. But by the end 
of the day the site check; were all completed, 
leavi ng the pre-solos w ith first pick of th 
two-seaters for the rest of the week. A 
promising start. 

Monday morning found s veral pe lpl 
rigging at 7:30. it was going to be a good rlay; 
one could tell because already we would 
h;we been a long way back on the grid, but 
such things do not matter to w inch-launching 
students! 

We found out in briefing that some of 
Lasham's elite were planning 750s. Th 
trainees were having a ball, w ith severa l of 

Southampton University flew its Ka-8 'Denzit' 

October- November 2008 

A change in the weather resulted in a 1000-point first solo for Steve Morgan. followed by a 100-point Bronze soaring 

flight on his second solo, which won the Leeds team (pictured here) the trophy 

them in the back of two-seaters on the grid. lt 
set the scene for a good week of train ing 
flying. 

We then heard that the 750s had retaskecl 
to .500s ... an ominous sign, which set the 
scene for a week uf disappoint ing cnlss­
country flying. Another retask to 500/300km 
tasks and the appearance of some broken 
thermals and we began launching the single­
seaters. 

There was quite a queue, with the K-13s, 
the T-21, SUGC's Ka-8 'Denzil' and the club's 
Astirs all nosing for winch launches. 

We managed an impressively high launch 
rate. We later heard that it was one of 
Lasham's highest-ranking days in terms of 
launch numbers, but it was mostly due to the 
fact that people struggled to get away. With 
strong flying winds, spreadout and no fields, 
only Mike Schlotter got round his task, putting 
the first cross-country points on Bath's table. 

Tuesday was simi lm. Mike manJgecl the 
longest task in the country, a local bumble 
around Lasham which hit the 200km mark. A 
couple had their fi rst acrobatic flights, the 
trainees had a circuit-bashing festival with 
some good soaring at the end of the clay. I 
took up the role oi social secreta ry and, with 
Steve Morgan and Mark Sparks, went into 
AI ton to arrange fuel and food for a BBQ that 
evening. 

The incoming Azores high put broken 
thermals on the cJrcls for the forseeJble 
future. 

Wednesday was the East's clay; even 
'Mechanical 1'vlike' didn't bother. His 
departu re back to his desk at least allowed 
some of the Edinburgh contingent to have a 
shot ill the cross-country ladder on Thursday, 
w ith Edinburgh's K-21 doing 126km. TrJining 

achievements to date had come mostly from 
type conversions, with the odd Bronze 
soaring flight. Friday was no better. 

Fortunately, Saturday wJs. Edinburgh put 
up several more cross-country flights with 
Martin Ling retrieving the piJte from 
Dunstable. Sieve Morgan got a I 000-point 
first solo for Leeds, then a 1 00-point Bronze 
soaring flight on his second solo which won 
them the trophy. 

Of course, the IUTW is an unusual comp, 
but i t did at least follow the universal 
requi rement of having its best weather on the 
day after it finished ... 

All in all, one of the best IUTWs had to 
elate. Our thanks go to all the Lasham 
members who helped w ith the success. ~ 

Uni GC flying 

OFF to university this autumn, or 
planning to go next year? Have you 
checked out the Uni GC yet? 

Unfortunately not all universities 
have one but there may be other 
gliding types around so be sure to 
make inquiries through the SU, local 
gliding clubs and consider advertising 
to other students (and staff)_ If you find 
your Uni is lacking and either want to 
fly as a student or would like to set up 
a new SU club, please contact me and, 
while I can't promise miracles, I will do 
what I can to put you in touch with 
like-minded people to see what can be 
done to get you flying. 

Alison Randle 
BGA Development Officer 
alison@gliding.co_uk 
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~ BGA Executive News 

Speaking words of wisdom 
BGA Chairman Patrick Naegeli 
focuses on changes taking 
place in the BGA later this year, 
and reflects on a moving 
speech by Sir John Allison 

O
UR new editor called me a short while 
<Jgo to find out what I was pkmning to 
write about in this issue. I explained 

that I was going to focus on some of the 
changes that w il l be taking place in the BGA 
later this year. I forgot to mention that I was 
also going to refer to the Chinese and Sir John 
Allison, though not in the same breath. Sorry 
Susan, I know that makes choosing an 
accompanying photo very difficult. 

In my last column I explained, ruefully, that 
BGA business was not all about attending 
receptions at places like St lames's Palace. 
Strictly speaking this was true, but not entirely 
accurate. 

The recent Royal Aero Club Annual Awards 
Ceremony was held at the RAF Club and I 
had the great privi lege to witness a number of 
people, from all walks within the gliding 
community, receive RAeC Awards to honour 
their contributions to sporting aviation. l11e 
variety of ways in which people make a real 
difference to our sport never ceases to amaze 
me; it always humbles me. 

Air Chief Marshal (Retired) Sir John Allison 
presented the awards. He is well known to 
many of us for his untiring work as President 
of Europe Air Sports, where he engages w ith 
EASA on our and many other people's 
behalves. In rounding off the RAeC 
proceedings he made a speech that really 
resonated with me, I found it to be both 
moving and motivating. I commend you to 
read it (you can find it at www.gliding.eo.uk/ 
documents/raecawards08speech.pd0. 

John's basic messages covered the 
contribution that aviation has made to society 
and humankind; the spi rit of endeavour that 
underpins it; and the contradicting forces that 
emerge when such a sense of adventure 
meets the extremes of a health and safety 
culture. I wish that John's 900 or so words 
were compu lsory reading for those people 
trying to regulate us "for our own good". They 
may put things into clearer perspective. 

Ah, regulation. 
Later this year, the BGA will be 

fundamentally reorganising the way in which 
it deals with operations-related matters. This is 
partly a consequence of the new regulatory 
frameworks that gliding w ill need to work 
within, it is also a natural consequence of the 
way in which the BGA has been developing 
and converging its training, technical and 
safety systems. 

l11e main changes will comprise: 
e The creation of a new Operations Group 
that will be responsible for the review of, and 
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Sir John Allison's speech at the RaeC Annual Awards 

should be compulsory reading for those people trying 

to regulate us '1or our own good'"" (fergusburnett.com) 

response to, regulatory developments, 
establishing policy, dealing with external 
stakeholders and regulators, and the provision 
of guidance and support to clubs and 
individuals in their various capacities 
e Adjustments to the roles and 
responsibilities of the Technical, Safety and 
Instructing Subcommittees to dovetail their 
activities into the Operations Group 
e A revamp of the way in which the BGA's 
representatives on various external bodies and 
groups link back into the organisation. 

The people that lead the various 
subcommittees that are implicated in these 
changes have been pmt of a working group 
that has been considering the changes that 
will need to be made for some months. The 
intention i for that group to meet in 
September and to agree a transition plan to 
the new arrangements in time for 2009. 

We are making these changes for a number 
of reasons: 
e The BGA has to demonstrate both the 
capability and capacity to support the glid ing 
movement across a range of increasingly 

complex operationa l areas. Indeed, it needs 
to continue to look as equally "professional" 
as any other aviation organ isation in dealings 
with stakeholders and regulators 
e We need to manage our "foundation" 
systems- operations, training, technical and 
safety - in a more coherent, if not integrated, 
manner 
e Volunteer resource remains scarce- we 
need to make the best use of it without 
eroding goodwill and make sure that we have 
appropriate capacity and succession plans in 
place for the future 
e The BGA is needing to deal more directly 
with individual glider owners/operators and 
pilots on a range of inter-related topics and a 
more coherent organisational approach will 
make this both feasible and efficient. 

At the same time, the systems and 
processes that the BGA uses are being 
reviewed to support these changes. We will 
report more on the fu ll scope of these 
changes in due course. 

Aside from Sir John's speech, something 
else resonated w ith me recently. 

The unseasonable August weather has 
allowed me a little time to watch some of the 
Beijing Olympics. You know the hinese do 
things in a very different way from the Brits. 

Our Met Office is a world leader in the 
analysis and forecasting of weather patterns. 
We Brits take varying degrees of delight (or 
otherwise, depending on whether or not you 
were flying in the comps at Nympsfield, 
Gransden Lodge, Lasham or Honiton at the 
beginning of August) in its predictions and 
advice. 

The Chinese Met Office equivalent, if The 
Times is to be believed, operates somewhat 
differently. harged with "looking after" the 
weather for the Olympics, it was not content 
with merely producing forecasts. lt had the 
resources to undertake a widespread 
programme of trying to change the weather -

r, at least, trying to send the bad stuff 
elsewhere. Perhaps there is truth in the theory 
that the flapping oi a butterfly's wings (aka 
Chinese Met Office weather machine) in Asia 
can cause a hurricane (or, at least, driving 
rain and strong winds) elsewhere in the world 
(specifically, the UK). 

London 2012 may have much to learn from 
Beijing 2008. Perhaps we should be 
encouraging it to follow a similar weather 
regime- with dry (!) runs each spring and 
summer from 2009 on. 

Have fun, stay safe. 

Patrick Naegeli 

Chairman, British Gliding Association 

August 2008 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Viny!Giid·e.co.uk 
A final glide finish for your glider registration marks 

VinyiGiide computer cut gloss sell-adhesive vinyl lellering 
- we have worked it all out lor you la comply with 
EASA/CAA regulations and it comes with illustrated 
application instructions, ready tor you to apply. lrom £60.00 
+ VAT. Choose your colour and size and order onhne. 

VlnyiGiide tram WESSEX PAINT CENTRE. suppliers of h•gh quality cut 
ar.d printed vinyl for veh;c!es. signs ar:d banners. 

Go to www:.Yln~c~ lor lull details, links la 
regulations and la order or phone 07976 247505 

EASA COMPLIANT 
REGISTRATION LETIERS & 

STAINLESS STEEL 
REGISTRAJION PLATES 

High quality self-adhesive gloss Vinyl registration 
letters and identification plates. 

Spray masks also available. 

Computer cut to order. Wide choice of colours in 
stock. Fast despatch to comply with 

EASA regulations 

"Supply only" £60.00 plus P & P and VAT 
(complete set of letters/masks) 

Spray or vinyl application service also available 

Order now by ringing 01488 71n4 or 
email: office@southernsailplanes.com 

(Debit I Credit cards accepted) 

SOUTHERN SAILPLANES 

~ PFT- HINTON 

The Motor Glider Club 
Use the dull Winter months 

to get your 
Motor Glider Licence 

• 13 hr Course for Glider Pilots 
Include Ground Exams £980 

Afso 
• Motor Glider Hire- £60ph 
• JAR/NPPL SEP Courses 

Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 
Less than 1 hour from London or Birmingham - via M40 

01295 812775 
www.motorgliderclub.co.uk 

E-mail: cliuestainer@tiscali.co.uk 

October - November 2008 

•ts a_d -Cs8~ ~s~to Lstot 
S91{( UK AgerrtS-toi--ts·-
stdg~filg , ~. ~ . , e · . ~ _and Spar~s 

lis Design Ltd · - --:~:-_..... 
oom 324019 wells.glide@virgin.net 

EAST JFE NG LAND 

SAILP LANES 

-
Please drop into Hangar 3 for a drat 
abou[ your requirements or contact 

Richard Kilham, 
East of England Sailplanes 

Tel: 0 1858 880807 I 
07729 322804 

email: 
richardkilham@hotmail.co.uk 

EAST OF ENGLAND 
SAILPLANES 

We are delighted to announce that the new East of 
England Sailplanes MJ maintenance facil ity is 

now fully operational from the Gliding Centre, 
Husbands Bosworth Airfield, Leics. 

• Annual inspections • Certificate of Airworthiness 
• Repair & Insurance work • Composite & glassfibre 
• Wood & fabric recovering • Paintwork a speciality 

• Spares & service • Gliders, Motor gliders, 
Ultra lights • Group A aircraft 

• EASA Subpart F approval under way 
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\S BGA Executive News 

Protecting your interests 
A S ALMOST all owners are <~ware, BGA 
~"'\a irworthiness volunteers and staff are 
currently dealing with il significilnl load and 
their superb efforts, JS well Js the cooperation 
of owners, have dPfinitely reduced the EASA 
associJ ted financial and bureaucratic burden 
on owners !hilt was initially anticipated a few 
years ago. There is still more work to do. 

In addition, a great deal of proilctive BGA 
work is currently under way, usually in Lh<c' 
background and almost invariably by glider 
pilots in their spare time, both to ensure 
existing reguiJtion Ciln be interpreted in a 
workable sense and to influence outcomes 
relating to new EASA requirements. 

lt should be noted thJt EASA rulemaking is 
focused on the European ideal of 
standardisation <1nd freedom of movement 
rather than to improve safety. The BGA is 
Jlways mindful thilt Et\SA rulem<Jking ,1 ncl 
CAA interpretation should not inadvertently 
bre<Jk up ex isting effective and low-cost 
gliding safety systems that h<1ve taken decades 
to develop under 8GA governance. 

Airworthiness transition 
In the Aug/Sept edition of 5SG I reported that 
the transition of EASA gliders to EASA 
Certificate of Airworthiness was continuing to 
move iorwilrd. M;my own rs w ill by now 
have received a non-expiring EASA CofA and 
Airworthiness Review Certifi e<l te, valid for 12 
months from the sta rt date of their previous 
RGA CofA. 

Owners who applied for Jirworthiness 
transition in the fi rst two to three months 
wherl! the ARC would have expired in 2008, 
or gliders where there is a rcgistrilt ion or 
ct'rtification query, will by now have received 
notification from the BGA !hilt their BGA­
processed transition applications will be 
refreshed with a BGA ColA renewal and 
resubmittecl to the CAA by the BGA (wi thout 
an additionJI fee) low<Jrds Lhe end of the 
transition process. Also that to maintain 
Jirworthiness until the EASA CofA and ARC is 
issued (to expire in 2009), they should apply 
tor i1 BGA ColA and tr;1nsi tion refresh when 
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BGA Chief Executive 
Pete Stratten gives 
an update on EASA­
related regulatory 
issues and talks 

about what the BGA is doing 
to protect your interests 
the current BGA CofA expires. This provision 
for a limited number of Jffected gliders has 
been agreed with the CAA to ensure that 
these owners are not caught out by the risk of 
UK glider ARC renewal processes not being 
fully established before the end of 2008. 

Maintenance under Part M 
The BGA is developing its ex isting and 
successful airworthiness system into a Part M 
compliant org<Jnisation that will enable 
inspectors to continue with their maintenance 
activit ies at clubs and elsewhere. 

Unfortunately there will be some BGA 
inspectors operJting within some commerciJI 
glider repair businesses who will have to be 
approved separately under those repairers' 
own Part M approvals. Those few affected 
inspectors can seck detailed advice from the 
BGA ChieiTcchnical Officer in addition to 
that supplied for <1ll inspectors with the 
inspector renewal notifica tion, in the BGA 
Technical News Sheet and at http://www.gliding. 
co.uklbgainfo/techn ical/news.htm 

Pilot licensing 
You may have read elsewhere in 5&C about 
some of the cle!Jiled issues relating to EASA 
proposed pilot licensing and associated 
managem ent requirements within EASA 
Notice of Proposed Amendment 2008-17. If 
you haven't, it will be worth doing so. (See pSl 

The BGA will be publishing detailed advice 
to c lubs and individuals who may want to 
respond to this extremely important N PA. 
PleJse ensure that you h,w considered the 
BGA view before responding. Within the 

E/\SA proposa ls there arc positive elements 
that Jre in the interests of gliding, JS well as a 
significant number of issues that have the 
potential to do great damage to our sport if 
left unmod ified. The BGA advice will appear 
on the websi te. 

Operations 
By the Lime you <Jre reading this, it is l ikely 
that EASA wil l he consulting on operc~ tion. 
requirements as well as those relating to the 
management of fli ght crew licensing. The 
BGA has identified a nun1ber of volunteers to 
work quickly within a sm;-tl l BGA working 
group to establish any significant issues, in 
anticipation of providing advice to the 
membersh ip and the Executive ommittee. 
Th aim of this group vvill he to ensure that 
EASA-proposed requirements present the 
minimum potential operational and financial 
impact on UK gliding ,:md clubs. In addit ion to 
working w ith the rule-makers, the BGA w ill be 
consul ting with others within UK air sport and 
GA, as wel l as the European Gliding Union to 
seek a European glidin consensus. 

Other EASA regulation in the pipeline 
The European .ommission is proposing that 
in Jddition to airworthiness, pilot l icensing 
Jncl operations, EASA is given con1petency to 
regulate aerodromes. There are som • i sues 
over the proposed 'essential requirements' 
<Jnd the BGA is eng<Jg d with the DtT and 

AA as well as others to raise our concerns 
and offer alternative text as early as possible 
in the rulemaking process. 

And last but by no means least for th is 
update, EAS/\ is consulting on environmental 
requirements that i t proposes should exist 
under EASA to ensure the 'environmenta l 
compatibi lity o i aviat ion'. This is another 
important consultation that the BGA is 
addressing in partnership with others, wh ile 
ensuring that th needs of glid ing- I ready an 
environmentall y ompatible air sport- re 
very much at the forefront of our 
response. EASA consultations an be \ . 
v iewed at http://hub.easa.europa.eu/crt ~ 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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liding 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Practice can arrange 
competitive policies for gliding. 

Tony Mitchison Archie Lam Aviation Practice 
Call +44 (0) 1444 313 289 Call +44 (0) 1444 313 103 HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited, 
Email tony.mitchison@hsbc com Email archielam@hsbc com Bishops Court, 27-33 Art illery Lane, 
Facs1mile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 Facsimile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 London El 7LP, United Kingdom. 

Web www.insurancebrokershsbc.com/aviation HSBC fusurance ID 
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AIRSPACE UPDATE 

Countrywide changes 
AIRSPACE changes continue apace 

around the country with Airspace 
Change Proposals either completed, in 

the case of Robin Hood Doncaster airport, 
see map below (this new airspace is on the 
new 112 million aviation map), or under 
discussion with all aviation and loca l council 
organisations that are likely to be affected by 
the proposals. 

Robin Hood Airport has very few 
commercial passenger traffic movements 
during the clay and, w ith friendly controllers, I 
envisage no problems in getting clearances to 
fly through the area. TI1ere are letters of 
agreement with the airport which are on the 
BGA website (airspace section). 

The following proposals are currently being 
discussed. Scottish plans to change Class E 
airspace to Class D airspace. Airway 
widening between Scotland and Ireland with 
airway bases lowered south of Belfast. 
Humberside has a proposal for Class D 
airspace. RAF Brizc Norton is looking at 

Carr Withall, chairman of BGA's 
Airspace Committee, details 
recent changes to airspace 

planned proposals for changes tu the Class D 
airspace when RAF Lyneham closes in 20'12 . 

The huge Terminal Control North Proposal 
that covers all the London terminal contro l 
area north of London has been completed. 
The BGA and clubs in the ambridge area 
that are affected responded w ith constructive 
ideas. However, suggestions for changes that 
the BGA had brought up some years ago 
have not been considered and we are 
objecting to the TCN proposal. 

There are two Ai rspace Change Proposills 
in respect of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
(UAVs). The MoD has a progmmme to 
introduce the large Watchkeeper unm<.~n ned 
ai rcraft that is due in service by late 2009. 
These ai rcraft need much greilter areas of 
airsp<.~ce to operate than the current danger 

zones in which the smaller unmanned aircraft 
can operate. The Watchkeeper will operate 
from Upavon, which could have a severe 
impact on gliding and CA flying through that 
area. The proposal is to increase the Salibury 
Plain areas to the south above FLRS. 

The other proposal for Watch keeper is that 
Parc-Aberporth w ill become the centre for 
UAV operations and there is a proposa l for 
controlled airspace to jo in Aberporth w ith 
Sennybridge danger area from FL60-FL225. 
This could have a serious effect on cross­
country flying in the <.~rea. 

The BGA Airspace Committee is fully 
engaged together with clubs in all the areas 
where proposa ls are planned. We always put 
our case very robustly and achieve 
satisfactory agreements. 

However, I believe that in the long term if 
the Government plans to have UAVs flying in 
all classes of airspace, including the Open 
FIR, it will have an enormous impact on \ _ 
all general aviation activi ties. ~ 

ROBIN HOOD AIRPORT DONCASTER SHEFFIELD CONTROL ZONES 
AND CONTROL AREAS EFFECTIVE 28 AUGUST 2008 
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ATS AIRSPACE VERTIC4 L LIMlS 

DONCASTER SHEFFIB..D DONCASTER SHEFFIEL.D 

[Ql FL85 IQ] FL105 
CTR-1 

SFC 
CTA-1! 200o 

CTR-2 [Ql FL105 
CTA·7 [Ql Ft.105 

TFC 2000 

CTA-1 IQ) FL85 
CTA-8 IQ] FL65 

1500 4000 

@ FL 105 
CTA-9 IQ) FL85 

1500 4000 

IQ) FL60 [Ql FL55 
2000 CTA·10 45oo 

@ FL65 
CTA-11 IQ) FLB5 

200o FLaO 

CTA·12 [QJ FL 105 
Fl.-60 

LATERAL LIMITS 
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Established by prominent figures in British gliding, 

Joint Aviation is the leading, independent sailplane insur­

ance agency in Europe. 

0044 (0)1420 88664 

0044 (0)7802 708670 
0044 (0)1420 542003 

for enquiries 

Terry Joint mobile 

Facsimile 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact that ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

emaiJ: office@jointaviation .co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services limited 

~ Joint Aviation Services Ltd 
~ ... Our task, your security 

8 Old Aylesfield Buildings 

Froyle Road, Shalden, Alton 

Hants GU34 4BY 

www.joint.co.uk 

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority 

You don't have to stop flying in the winter. We fly all year round from 
our hill top site and welcome visitors and winter members to our 
comfortable heated club house and accommodation, even in the 

snow! This winter why not join us on the Long Mynd. 

MGC, Longmynd, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 6 TA 01588 650206 
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PIPISTREL ELECTRO TAURUS 

Shape of things to come 
AS CRITICISM of those who use 

airplancs for business, pleasure or 
sport grows, it is not just powered 

flight that is being subject to increasing 
scrutiny. 

While the first truly green airliner maybe 
many ye<J rs away, th 'sports industry is very 
much looking to an environmentally-friend ly 
future and one company is very much ,1t the 
forefront of developing the first generation of 
ele tric, autonomous glider . 

With the new Pipistrel T<lllrus Electro, the 
most vociferous critic of the environmental 
impact of flying wi ll be silence I, and in that 
si lence one might just hear the "swish" of il 
two-melr propeiiE.r and t·he hum oi the 
electric ngine that pow r this exciting 
development in glider te hnology. 

The T;wrus glider is an established model 
(70 hav b n sold worldwide) and orw oi 
sever<tl gliders and ultra-light aircraft that 
have been successfu lly marketed by l'ipistrel. 
The company can trace its origins back to 
1987 when Slovenia w<1s part of th Yugoslav 
Federation unci the name, meaning bat, Cilm ' 
about as the company was t·est flyin' trikes 
and microlights at dusk- avoiding quest ions 
regarding its <rctivities. 

Under the leadership of founder lvo 
Boscarol and his late wife Vida, the compz111y 
developed into the respecteclmcrnuiacturer of 
today; oifering innovative products of quJiity 
;lllcl driven by a desire to protect the 
environment. 

At the rec nt · FE Electric AircrJft 
Symposium 2008 held in San Francisco, 
Caliiornia, CAFE's President Mr Brian Se~' l ey 
invited Boscarol to introduce the Taurus 
Ele ·tro. Although it is the first and only two­
s at electric aircrJit flying and a product that 
caused undoubted interest, it was agreed to 
extend the presentation to explain the 
complete Pipistrcl's ph ilosoph)' on energy 
prc·ser ation. 

The first self-launchable two-seat 
electric glider was introduced at the 
2008 Electric Aircraft Symposium. Rod 
Weale was invited to visit Pipistrel's 
production facility to find out more 

Once /he required height is reached, /he inlelligenl 

engine control system recovers the prop to a semi­

relracled position where il automatically re/urns /o the 

vertical position before fully retracting into the housing 

f\ trip around thE new production facili ty 
L t the comp<111y's ,1 irfield at Ajdovscina in 
South Western Slovenia only serves to 
confirm the commi tment of Pipistrel to the 
environment. The new R&D centre will be ,1ir 
conditioned using a revolut ionary system that 
pumps water, cooled down in the soil. \1\laste 
we1ter wi ll be recyc led on site and all floors 

in the production line allow mJteriJis to fall 
through for later collection ,1nd re -ycling. 
The roof of the new huilding house the 
largest sol,. r power plant in Slovcnia at 
1 07kW. 

At the time of writing, Taurus t:leclro hJc.l 
accumulated ovc.r ·1 00 -prol I m-free fligh t 
cycles. The electrical propu lsion s 1stem, 
designed spe ific<rlly for the Taurus Electro, 
wJs bench-tested before the complicated 
process oi matching engine to airfrJme 
began. 

TI1e airframe chosen was a standard 
powered Taurus thc1t was re-engineered to 
accept the Sineton 30kW electric motor 
driving a Pipistrel designed two-blade 
2040mm ca rhon fibre propeller. 

The power packs ol'ier up to three climbs 
to 600m at ,1 MTOW of 450-475kg, although 
a climb to 2000m w ill d ischarge the 
baueries. The two battery packs (l ithium 
polymer) and recharger/voltage balancer arc 
stored in the fusel<rge to the reJr of the 
cockpit and c,1n be rechargerl from a 
stanclurd power point in approximately 
2.5 hours. 

The propeller is located to the imnwdiate 
rear of the side-by-side cockpit and, once the 
required height is achieved, the intelligent 
engine control system recowrs the prop to a 
semi-retrJctecl position where it 
,1 utomati ·ally returns to the vertical position 
befor~· iully retr<Jcting into the housing. 

SPECIFICATIONS, FACTS AND DIMENSIONS 

The engine retracts with literally" flick of a 
swit h and c<:Jn be depiO)'ed in fli ght as 
required and subject to the obvious need for 
power to bt• available. Climbing speeds <r re <1 

respectable 500m in three minutes and 
lSOOm can be rea hed in 10. Mter switching 
oif the power plilnt, one is ahle to enjoy a TWO-seat autonomous self-propelled 

sailplane with parallel retractable 
undercarriage. 
Fuselage made of highest technology 
composites (epoxy resin, glass fibre, 
carbon fibre, and Kevlar fibre and 
honeycomb structures). The airfoil 
used on wings is ORL 170, 
(F. Orlando). 
Wing Span: 14,97m 
Length: 7,30m 
Height: 1 ,41 m 
Wing area: 12,33m2 
Rudder Area: 0,9m2 
Horizontal Tail Area: 1 ,36m2 
Fully equipped cockpit with side-by-

14 

side seating. Full dual controls are 
available to both pilots and the 
pedals, seats; headrest and ventilation 
can be quickly adjusted to suit your 
body size. 

An ergonomically shaped 
instrument panel houses standard the 
instruments without obstructing the 
unrestricted view through the large 
plexi-glass canopy. There are side 
pockets for each pilot and a roomy 
baggage compartment behind the 
seats with space for an oxygen 
system if required. 

Dismantling of the aircraft can be 
achieved by two people in 15 minutes. 

1 :4·1 glide ratio and iive stage flape.rons and 
full-speed brakes. 

Test flights have seen a number of rn inor 
improvements m<Jclc. The propu lsion system 
and associated engineering now react 
automatica lly in cases of overheating of any 
component; power reduces automatically but 
just enough to stabi lise the rising temper;:rture 
(this rnight be electric engine core t mp, 
battl!ry temp, controller temp, etc.). 

The company is now looking forward to 
testing the aircraft in a hot environment to 
increase.! the test flying programme. At present 
testing has been rest ricted to fligh ts to and 
from thE' airfield ilt ;\jdovscina, but l'ipistr I is 
hopeful that with the required permits to visit 
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From the ground it is almost silent in its approach. Company 

rest pilot Tine Tomazic reports that there are no vibrations 

even ar full power and that cockpit noise is comparable ro that 

of an average washing machine 

other airfields <1nd perhaps a numb ' r of 
gliding and soaring events, the Taurus Elect.ro 
will ceffilinly make its public debut very 
soon. 

1t is an tic ipated that the production model 
will be ava ilabl ·· at the same pri -e as the 
st<mdJrd Taurus, th<1t is to say €85,000 + VAT. 
Alr<wly the <1ircraft is receiving a great deal 
of interest <1 nd it is not surprising. The Taurus 
Electro is the first electric-powered two-se<1t 
aircra ft, the first seli- l aunchab l ~ two-seat 
electric-powered glider. 

The first to offer J fu lly-integrated contro l 
and monitoring system - and a seamless 
protect ion system for over-rpm, over-torque, 
over-tempernturcs (m tor, control ler, 
batteri ), a built-in battery chJrger .:md 
ha lancer. 

So how does it fly? Company test pilot line 
Tornazic is naturJIIy enthusiCJsti . 

" Flying on electric power opens up an 
entirely different world to the pilot and the 
world below," he s, id. "There are absolutely 
no vibrations even ill full power and the 
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cockpit noise 
is comparable to the one an 
average washing machine produces. Seen 
from the ground, the <1 ircraft is virtually 
silent. 

"Couple <1 ll this with the performance 
matched to the Taurus with the usual internal 
combustion engine and you can \. • 
understand my enthusiasm.'' ~ 

• Rod Weale is a published author and has 
written a number of articles on travel and 
aviation. He has spent much of the past 25 
years abroad, working in Spain and, more 
recently, in Slovenia. 
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WHAT THE BGA 
HAS TO SAY 

ON ULTRALIGHT/ 
MICRO LIGHT 

GLIDERS 

THE BGA recognises that microlight 
self-launching gliders (often known 
as powered ultra-light gliders 
elsewhere in Europe) are an 
attractive option to some pilots. 

The lightweight design and build 
can result in a relatively low 
purchase cost. 

In the UK pilots of this category 
of aircraft are required to hold an 
NPPL (microlight). NPPL (microlight) 
pilots are not expected to have 
any knowledge of soaring flight nor, 
importantly to our sport, additional 
safety awareness and knowledge of 
rules In the soaring environment. 

These lightweight gliders are 
designed for soaring and, in theory, 
fit in perfectly with existing gliding 
operations. 

lt is clear that not all clubs will 
be in a position to accommodate 
powered gliders - local limitations, 
including planning rules, noise and 
topography, can also be an issue. 

Club members 
However, where it is possible, the 
BGA believes that pilot owners of 
microlight self-launching gliders 
should be strongly encouraged to 
become BGA club members, learn 
about soaring flight and operate 
from BGA club sites just like any 
other self-launching glider. 

Unpowered ultra-light gliders are a 
different issue. Although both the 
self-launching and the unpowered 
ultra-light gliders are built to a 
design code, it should be noted that 
the launching equipment used at 
BGA clubs is designed for use with 
Certification Specification 22 (CS 22) 
or equivalent - in other words 
'conventional' - gliders. 

The BGA recommends that before 
bungey, aerotow or wire-launching 
ultra-light (that is non-CS22 or 
equivalent) gliders, specialist advice 
must be obtained from the particular 
ultralight glider manufacturer. 

If any BGA club CFI or technical 
officer needs any guidance on any 
of the points raised above, 
please do not hesitate to 
contact the BGA. 
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PLATYPUS 

Reflections on a legend 
JUST four ci<Jys before S&G was clue to go to 
press I bought some binders of the BGA's 
oificial org<m Gliding for the years 1950 to 
1952 (NOT Sailplanf? & Gliding- the shotgun 
wedding between Gliding and its rival 
Sailplane W<Js yet to take place) from the 
bookshelves of the I<Jte, legendary Tony 
Good hart. 

These journals of nearly 60 years ago were 
a real treasure trove, with Dick and his 
associate August Raspet frequently appearing, 
making major statements about records being 
set or about how glider performance was 
being raised to new, unimaginable heights­
such as 40:1 . 

In the Autumn 1951 edition of Gliding­
only four issues a year came out at that time­
is published the account by Dick ]ohnson ot 
his world record 535-mile flight From Odessa 
in Texas via Okl<1homa to Salina, Kansas, on 
S August 1951 in the Ross-Johnson 5, or R]-5 , 
the bui lding of which he commissioned when 
he was on ly 25. 

'This was not Romantic 
soaring, it was Classical : 

clear-cut and planned, insofar 
as anything in our sport 

can be planned' 

Not many pilots in those days fl ew cross­
country with a speed-to-fly table ca lcu lated 
from a polar curve, especi<J II y J curve which 
they hJd derived for themselves in many 
pJ ti ent test ilights in an aircraft they 
themselves had helped construct and 
p<Jinstakingly refined; not many pilots, as they 
wrestled with navigation , thermal-finding and 
thermal-centring, also ca lcu lated achieved 
rates of climb and average ground speed, the 
latter ca refu l I)' corrected for altitude 
differences at the start of each new climb. (All 
without a ca lculator, of course.) 

This was not Romantic soaring, it was 
Classica l: clea r-cut and planned, insofar as 
anything in our sport can be planned. In Dick 
]oh nson the modern era of soaring had 
already arrived, ii we had known it. 

The Romantics, led by Philip Wills, battled 
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Dick Johson flew gliders for nearly 
70 years until his death, during a 
gliding contest in Texas, on 23 
July, 2008 at age 85. Platypus pays 
tribute to one of the most 
remarkable figures in our sport 

on gloriously. In the following year of 1952, 
Phi lip won the World Championships in 
Spain - the next best thing to Texas in Europe 
- in a Sky; this robust and good-natured 
sailplane, a happy cloud-flier, announced as 
the latest thing in 1950, was in fact a 
reactionary throwback to the Weihe oi pre­
war years, with its UD of around 27/28, its 
wings and fuselage less like a Derby winner 
than Don Quixote's horse, its ribs and 
stringers sticking ut in the breeze, resolutely 
un-laminar. 

To be fair, Fred Slingsby quickly saw what 
the future held and was quick off the mark in 
producing the laminar-flow Skylark 1 and 2 in 
1953, and three years later the Skylark J , 
which became a world-beater. 

I first met Dick Johnson Jt the World 
Championship at South Cerney in 1965. 
was the editor of the daily newsletter for the 
Championships, and Dick was a member of 
the US Team. He brought his own heJutifull)'­
finished Skylark 4, which he had tested, 
obtaining a best glide angle of 36.3. (That 
number, by the way, was very close to the 
36:1 that Slingsby's had claimed for the 
production Skylark J seven years earlier. 

However, the true figure ior the Three 
straight out of the factory must have been 
more like 32:1; the Four had a much smaller 
fuselage cross-section than the Three, and 
Dick ]ohnson's cleaning-up oi the wing and 
every other component of his Four 
represented hundreds of hours of mental and 
physica l effort. 

Micl-1 %5 was the exact time that 
Slingsby's brought out the 15-metre Dart, w ith 
the 17-metre Dart following that autumn. 
(The 15-metre Dart won the OSTIV prize for 
the best new standard class glider at South 
Cerney; this prize was based on the 

professional judgment of engineers and 
instructors, not on competition results. ) 

Later in that year of 196 my Dunstable 
partners and I bought one of the very first 
Dart 1 7s with a retr<Jctable undercarriage and, 
quite amazi ngly, the polar curve claimed a 
best glide oi, not 6 or .37, but exact ly 36.3. 
Well, it would h<Jrdly have clone to claim 
anyth ing less for the new ship than the now 
obsolete Skylark 4, would it? 

I later met Dick at contests in Texas, though 
he was not competing but flying for fun and 
to help out the organ isers, as indeed he was 
doing w hen he died. He also attended SSA 
conventions and was much lov cl by speakers 
such as Tom Knauff and myself for alwJys 
sitt ing in the very front row, with obvious 
enjoyment. Not for D ick the tactic of sitting 
well to the ba k so that one can sneak ofi to 
the ba r the moment tedium or thirst sets in. 

'If you took them seriously 
you would fly the ship at (say) 

60kt or 80kt but never 
at 70kt, where resided a 

nasty black hole' 
The flight tests that Dick ca rri ed out for 

Soaring magazine deserve more expert 
treatment th an I can possibly give; a future 
ed ition of Sailplane & Cliding wi ll dwell in 
more detail on this third act in Dick 's life. But 
as a total non-expert w ith an interest in 
measurement genera ll y, I was struck by a 
number of his findings. 

Dick's numbers were often well below the 
manufacturers' performance figures. Long 
before Dick's numbers started to come out, 
and having witnessed secret UK tests on 
home-grown ships, I wrote in S&G, "On final 
glide, deduct two points from the poiJr for 
sink, three points for wind - and four points 
for advertising." This turned ou t to be not just 
a joke. 

However, Dick would also introduce into 
his polar curves strange cavi ties and dimples, 
even w ith gliders that had no fiJps. li you 
took them seriously you would fly rhe ship 
at (say) 60kt or HOkt but never at 70kt, 
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where resided D nDsty black hole. 
Maybe thDt is a very rare case of his 

theories getting the better of practice, and I 
w rote to him to thDt eifect, elicit ing a 
characteristically charming and courteous 
reply the content of which I have totally 
forgotten, but which I am sure was J 
statement of fa ith rather than a reJsoned 
rebuttal of my query. 

Closer to my own soul, and to my wal let 
(these are not all that fa r apart) was his 
assertion that my most-loved gl ider, the ASH-
25, flew no better wi th its expensive blower 
system for under-wing boundary-layer 
m<:lllJgement thJn w ith plain old zigzag tape. 
Not wish ing to restart the London blitz, I 
refrJ ined from writing to Schleicher's to get 
the reaction in Poppenhausen. 

'We must pray that the 
era of innovation, and 

the courage and continuous 
effort it entails, is still in 

full swing' 
D ick Johnson and the late Paul MacCreDdy 

had <1 number of things in common; they 
were lean, thoughtful, reserved Westerners, 
w ith an insatiable appetite for h<mJ work and 
a systematic, analytica l apprOJch to 
producing and flying aircrait. They both loved 
problem-solving. They were gre<Jt teachers 
and both m,1ke me think of the W right Bros, a 
particular type of American hero. 

I dislike cliches, <Jnd especially the one that 
is trotted out when someone dies: " it's the 
end of an erJ". 

Indeed we must pray thJt the era of 
innovation, and the courage and continuous 
effort it enta ils, is still in ful l swing, <Jnd that 
there are young people whom we have not 
yet heJrd oi, some in teams like Pillll 
MacCready, others individua l pioneers like 
D ick Johnson, working and thinking hard, in 
universities and factor ies, or in basements, 
garages and batt red old hangars in little 
rundown ai rports miles irom anywhere, \ . 
right a ross the USA. ~ 
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Remembering Dick 
by George Moffat 

I FIRST met Dick Johnson 'on paper', 
specifically through the account of his 
535-mile world record flight in the 
September-October issue of Soaring in 
1951. I had always been fascinated with 
flying, especially soaring, and pored 
over the article as well as the one on 
tweaking Dick's RJ-5 together with the 
fabled Gus Raspet. I still have the 
much-thumbed magazine. 

Ten years and more were to go by 
before I actually met Dick, but he and 
Dick Schreder were like gods to me, 
especially after I f inally soloed in 
gliders in 1959. 

I actually first met Dick Johnson 
during the 1962 Nationals in El Mirage. 
One day we had a long task north to 
Bishop and return. Late in the day, 
coming out of the Whites, I landed the 
HP-8 in a small field and was walking 
back from the ranch house when I saw 
the unmistakeable shape of Dick's 
Adastra low overhead. After he rolled to 
a stop I walked over and he said: "Hi, 
my name's Dick Johnson." I sort of 
gulped and said: "I know." 

Meeting gods can be a bit daunting. 
lt turned out that we had won the day, 
and there was plenty of time to talk as 
we waited for our crews in those radio­
less times. As we were both fascinated 
with performance improvement there 
was a lot to discuss. 

During the next decade a lot changed 
in terms of sailplanes, racing 
techniques, and contest tasks, but Dick 
stayed right at the top. We flew together 
on four US Teams In World 
Championships. Toward the mid-

Seventies Dick began to do his 
remarkable string of performance 
evaluation articles for Soaring, later 
incorporated into an invaluable book. 

Flight testing is demanding, 
frustrating and inexact work. Accuracy 
comes only with great care and above 
all the most careful interpretation of raw 
data. One must select the data to 
believe in and the data to throw out­
perhaps influenced by minor 
subsidence. 

Dick, trained under the remarkable 
Professor Raspet, has brought over 
half a century of experience to such 
interpretation and was a master at it. 
The result is a soaring bible for pilots 
and students of performance 
improvement. Had he done nothing else 
in soaring this alone would have made 
him a giant. But he has done one or two 
other things-world record holder, 11-
time national champion, many time US 
Team pilot, to mention a few. 

I last saw Dick in Marfa this April 
during one of the Marfa Wave Camps 
that he organised each spring. As usual 
Dick had the best flight of the 20+ ships 
entered. We flew together one 
afternoon over the area we had known 
so well back in the Sixties. Later we got 
together, and he was still the same 
enthusiastic Dick, filled with 
anticipation over new ships he planned 
to test and the sheer pleasure of flying 
on a cloud-dappled afternoon. Those of 
us who knew him have lost a good 
friend and an inspiration. His legacy will 
be with those of us who soar for a \ . 
long, long time. ~ 
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A lenticular cloud to the east of Omarama. New Zealand, reflects the shape of the Mount Benmore trigger at centre left 

P I LOTS in Wilve so<1 ring camps ilround 
the world h;we two things in common, 
b sides pJtience; lots of beer and long 

rJmbles about " that most amJzing wave 
cloud" . 

OmarJma, New Zea land, with its frequent 
and exceptional wave soaring is a typical 
exJmple. O ver the yeJ rs Lcmmy TJnner, 
G DJie and I hJve argued with guests and 
instructors alike about why this or that 
extraordinary cloud wJs positi oned and 
shaped as it was. As we fl y in wave a lot we 
have begun to <Jgree on w hy and how rt<Ji n 
shaped wave clouds form. 

This Jrticle is the first of two rambl s that 
<Jttempt to share our observations on complex 
wave patterns and shapes. 

Lenticular is the name given to smooth, 
stationary, lens-shaped clouds that appear on 
the lee side of mountain ranges. They Jre 
usuall y ;rssuciatcd with atmospheric waves 
Jnd occur Jnywhere from a few thousJnd feet 
etbove ridge-top height right up to the 
tropopJuse. L~nti c ul a r clouds arc made of 
super-coo led water droplets that condense on 
the upwind side of the w;Jve, travel through 
the c loud at the speed of the wind, and 
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Gavin Wills shares 
some observations 
on complex wave 
patterns and 
shapes in the first 

half of a two-part article 

evaporate on the downwind side. Rotor 
cumuli Jre Jlso JssociJted with wave 
forrnJti on, but they form beneath the wav ing 
lamin ilr flow around about ridge-top height . 
Vari able in shape, they may appear as 
scJttered cumuli w ith wind-ripped tops, IJrge 
cumuli with smoothed tops, or lens-shaped 
tubes of c loud similar to lenticulars. But roto­
cunlulus c louds, unlike lenticulars, arc• moved 
along, rotated Jnd/or sheared by the w ind. 

Like all clouds, the formJtion of lenticuiJrs 
Jnd roto-cumuli clouds are dependent on the 
umount of moisture in the atmosphere and 
where it is concentrated. 

The extent to which wJvc cl ouds represent' 
rhe total shape and pat1ern of wave is 
governed by the amount of moisture layered 

(Geoff Soper) 

w ith in the atmosphere. For xample, a huge 
and compl x wJve system mJy b well 
marked by cloud, di screetly marked, or 
completely unmarked and entirely invisible. 

In addition c louds th <J t mark J Stilble wave 
system may change rapidl y in response to 
subtle changes in the air's mo isture content. 
For example, if an ilppmaching front feeds 
moi,ture into the system, extensive wave 
cloud may sudclL~nly appear. 

Clouds, therciore, give useful c lues Jbout 
the shape and pattern of waves but not the 
full pi cture. Tu vi sualise Jnd understJnd the 
complex shapes and patterns th .:ll do occur 
we Gtn study wave clouds from the ground, 
the air, and from satell ite photos, to build 
simple models that show how the wave 
patterns form . 

To build rt•,lli stic models of WJve patterns 
;md shapes we need to know w hich the most 
influential vJriables are. Our obscrvJtions 
suggest that these are the shape of the wave 
tri ggers, the direction and speed of the wind 
across the triggers, the wind veloc ity 
changing with Jltitude and the nature of the 
transition zone. 

VVhile tempera ture vari ati ons sometimes 
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influence wave shapes, pressure differences 
seem insignificant nd moisture ontent 
mainly contro ls the amount of wave cloud 
that appears. 

If wave clouds are present then the all­
important wind direction and speed can be 
observed. Roto-cun1uli generally show a 
sense of movement within them which gives 
an idea of wind velocity beneath the laminar 
flow. With lenticu lar clouds however, it is 
often difficu lt to read the wind and one has to 
pick direction by recognising the cloud 
forming on the leading edge and the speed by 
the downwind dist<Jnce between lenticulars. 

In general, if the upper \'\' inds speeds are 
high, say more than about 70 knots, the 
lenticular clouds are wide, fairly ii<Jt bands 
mor • than JOkm apart. Moder<Jte winds of 30 
to 60 knots (which arc good for wave flying), 
seem to create steeper shaped lenticular 
bands 10 to 20km apart. Light winds are most 
often represented by narrow flat lenticular 
bands that are only <1 kilometre or two <1part. 

Wave triggers are as complex as the 
mountains, hills, plateaux, and ranges that 
form them. We know that the classic trigger is 
a straight, continuous mountJin range that is 
steeper on the downwind side. But what 
happens when there are gaps in the mountain 
range or it is curved, spl it, turns a right angle 
or varies in altitude? 

What happens when the:.· mountain or hi ll is 
not a classic trigger's shape, but is steeper on 
the upwind side, multi-ridged, or even 
circular? 

'To build realistic 
models of wave patterns 

and shapes we need to know 
which the most influential 

variables are' 
Complex triggers abound and all have 

effects on the shape of the wave p~tterns 
behind them. The degree to which a complex 
trigger sh<Jpes the wave is dependent on the 
speed and direction of the stable laminar flow 
thilt crosses it. Stronger winds ignore the 
minor complexities of the triggers they cross, 
while light winds often produce con1plex 
wave patterns in complic~ted mountain areas. 

When the wind direction is oblique to a 
mount<Jin range en echelon wave shapes arc 
I i kely. (See figure 1.) 

The band of en echelon wave follows the 
direction of the trigger but a secondary w;we 
pattern is establ ished by the vectoring of the 
forces between the trigger and the wind at the 
trigger's crest. This shapes the wave bJnd into 
a s ries of stronger and weaker nodes. 

A pronounced elbow, formed ~s a 
mount<Jin range turns a right angle, creates an 
interesting trigger when the wind is oblique to 
both arms of the elbow. (See figure 2.) 

If cloud is present, a herringbone wave 
pattern may appear. This herringbone pattern 
is quite often observed in satellite photos. If 
the Jir is drier then only the strongest waves 
may be m<Hkecl wilh the cloud. This can 
create lenticular clouds that appe<1r as flying 
saucers spinning downwind. :!!-
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A solid, sausage shaped line of roto·cumuli breaks into scattered roto·cumuli south of Omarama saddle with thin 
lenticulars above (Geoff Soper) 

Figure 1 

Darker blut!S = stronger lift 

r--...... ----------"'-- ---------:0....- ------- t(igger 
Wind's force vector 

en echelon wave 

Wind oblique to the trigger 

Figure 2 

trigger 

Herringbone wave clouds (in rota-cumuli) 

(a) Herringbone wave pattern behind an 
elbow trigger, with a moist alrmass 

trigger 

'Flying saucer' clouds (in lenticular) 

(b) Herringbone wave pattern behind an 
elbow trigger, with a drier airmass 
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SOARING SKillS 

om~ bl~ = stro.'lger lrft 
Lighter ~rei!n$ .,. higher torra•n 

Figure 3 

'le croissant' wave shape, behind a curved trigger 

Figure 4 

(a) 
Ci cu trigger wi convergence on lee sidl-~-...., 

(b) 

Figure 5 

(a) Triggers in phase 

(b) Triggers out of phase (stronger wind and longer wave length) 
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Darker blues -"'" ~trMg~ l! ft 
l•ghter gret:ns :<.< h1ghcY- ternin 

> A curved mountain range is often a good 
place ro look for wave. (See figure 3.) 

At some point of the cu rved trigger the 
wind crosses <Jt the ort imum right ;:mgle. 
This can create a powerful crescent-shaped 
w<Jve giving rise to the cloud we ca ll "le 
croissant". 

A circular trigger such as a vo lcano or an 
iso lated mountain can create a powerful 
elliptic<Jivvave shJpe that tends to die out 
downwind. (See figure 4.) 

Beneath such a wave it is common to find 
a strong convergence zone. Increased 
inst<Jbility caused by the ground hea ting and 
vortices often associated with convergences 
can reinforce the overhead wave. Indeed it is 
common to find low-level convergences 
occurring beneath powerful waves to the 
point thJt somet imes it is unclear which 
phenomenon is causing whi ch! 

'Convergence zones that 
are marked by dust or 

low-level cumuli sometimes 
lead the observant glider 

pilot into wave' 

Certainly the atmosphere' need for 
simpliciry tends to shuffle w<Jves and 
convergence zones into the same areas. On 
blue wave clays, convergence zones that are 
marked by dust or low-level cumuli 
sometimes lead the observant glider pi lot 
into wave. 

Parallel mountJin ranges ciln cause waves 
to reinforce or cancel out. (See figure 5.) 

Mountain r;mges are, of course, fixed and 
whether reinforcement or ca nce llation will 
occur depends on the wind speed and the 
consequent ial wave length . 

Downwind of the interfering trigger the 
rein forced pattern, or lack of it, will 
continue. PJrallel ranges may also squeeze 
the wave patterns, shortening wave lengths 
(o r a given wind speed, which increases the 
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Figure 6 

PASS 
Mountain range 

Mountain range 

en echelon waves Interference pattern 

A complex trigger can create interference patterns. 
Here a mountain range is broken by a pass 

D;~.rker bfue1 oc. stronger lift 
Ltghter green!. = higher terr.t~n 

Lenticular cloud and scattered 
wisps of rota-cumuli over the old 
trailer park at the Omarama 

ampli tude and encourages valley w inds at 
right angles to the ridge-top IJminar flow. 

A pass through a mountain rJnge can, in 
some circumstances, create a single 
powerful w;we together wi th a downwind 
interference pattern. 

it is also likely that here there w ill be a 
convergence zone under the wave. (See 
figure 6.) 

Th is situation illustrates the potentiJI 
for complex mount,lin triggers to creJte 
complex wave patterns and, on a light 
to moderate w ind day in the mountains, 
the situation can be interesting to say 
the least. 

Fortunately for the We ve-surfing pilot the 
atmospher ' prefers simple to complex. 
WJves are generally simpler than the 
complex triggers that form them as the 
atmosphere shufrlcs around its waves, 
convergences and low-level w inds to 
minimise energy changes. 

However, the experienced wave pilot 
knows that a careful study of the forms that 
are triggering wave, cou1Jied w ith accurate 
observations of the w ind's speed and 
d irection, wi ll always help him find the hest 
soari ng waves. 

W ind also changes velocity with altitude, 
which affects the shape of waves high in the 
atmosphere. Indeed, high-level wave 
systems can be dramatically different from 
the low-level, ground-triggered waves that 
we have discussed here. 

These systems, along with waves 
Jssociatcd w ith w ind shcJrs, weak transition 
LOll sand temperature changes, wi ll be\ , 
discussed in part two oi Wave shapes. ~ 

• Gavin Wills is the founder, owner and 
director of Glide Omarama and Gavin 
Wills Mountain Soaring School. He has 
1 0,000+ hours - 6,000+ hours gliding 
since 1957 (then aged nine). Born into a 
soaring family, Gavin grew up flying in the 
mountains. 
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Airfield (Marty Taylor) 

(Above) A merging of massive rota-cumuli and lenticular cloud marks a "le croissant" shaped wave in the lee of the 
Ben Ohau Range on the way to Mount Cook with Lake Ohau VISible below and Lake Pukaki beyond (Gavin Wills) 

(Below) Lenticular and rota-cumulus clouds over the Omarama pub (Geoff Soper) 
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SAFETY MATTERS 

Handling launch failure 
IN MY experience, when confronted with a 

simulated launch power failure, a 
worrying numher of pi lots fa il to follow 

the launch iai lure procedures properly. 
After a simulated power failure, time and 

agai n I see pilots push over into the recovery 
attitude and atrempl to turn before checking 
the speed. This is obviously potentially 
dangerous, and often it is the very 
experienced pilot who makes this mistake. 

This article explores the reasons for this 
fai I i ng, and considers the human factors thilt 
affect our act ions. Before we are ab le to 
respond to a launch iailure, we must first 
become <~ware of the problem - this tr igger 
can he visua l, audih le, or sensory. The type 
of trigger afiects our reaction time. 

I hope you conclude that simulated power 
fa ilures are an essential addition to our 
w inch lilunch fa ilure training. A ll w inch 
launch tra ining should include power 
failures JS a matter of course. Instructors 
should be aware of the differences and 
include them in the briefings. 

Trigger mechanism 
Beiore we can react to a launch failure, we 
must first recognise it hils hi!ppened. Our 
attention is ini tia ll y attracted in one of three 
main ways: 
• A decay in airspeed as seen on the ASI 
(a irspeed indicator). 
• A noise as we hear the cable break (or the 
instructor pulls the release). 
• Or we may fi rst feel a change in g iorces, 
as the cable loi!d is sudden ly removed . 

How our attention is attracted has a major 
bearing on our response lime. 

Hearing Lhe cable break means we have 
no doubt the launch has failed and initiate a 
recovery immediately. This I have ca lled an 
audible warning, or trigger. 

If there is no sound or reduct ion in g (li ke 
a gradual power fa ilure), the pilot needs to 
see the speed decay before he can respond. 
Even one second of delay means the aircraft 
wi ll be travelling slower when the recovery 
is initiated, often several seconds elapse 
before the pilot recognises the power failure. 

In my experience the airspeed wi ll have 
reduced a further 15knots or so before the 
pilot rea lises the launch has fai led . Thi s 

Don Puttock explains why we should 
encourage power failures in addition to 
cable breaks in training and looks at 
why it is often the most experienced 
pUots that fail to check their speed 

I have cil lled a visual warning, or trigger. 
With an audible cable break, the pilot 

normally recovers with little loss of spe<.-'Ci. With 
a visual warning, the aircraft wi ll be travelling 
considerably slower during the pushover. 

Our own history and training 
Our own experiences have a 
part to play in how we respond to the 
launch failure. For instance, those 
accustomed to a high-power winch normal ly 
see relatively high speed during the launch, 
compared with a low-powered winch. 

ll also fol lows that a normal prompt 
recovery means the safe speed is achi •ved 
almost immediate!)'· The danger is that the pil ot 
reli es on his sense of time and fail s to follow 
the corr et procedure and CHECK THE ASI. 

A vita l part of the recovery procedure is 
the second bullet point li sted below- very 
often missed by pilots. 
• Lower nose to an appropriate recovery 
attitude. 
• CHECK SPEED. 

• Determine if lnnding Jhead or >oing 
around. 
• Act out dec ision. 

1VIore experi enced pi lots are also at 
greater risk because: 
• They have more spare thinking capacity 
and are able to respond more quickl y. The 
natural pause introduced by the novice is 
often benefi ial. 
• They have learnt the "feel" of the aircra ft, 
and during the pushover the wings ar 
temporarily unloaded, mak ing the ,1ircraft 
feel norma I. 

(During L1 112g pushover, th e~ sta ll speed is 
approximately half of the 1 g stall speed) . 

The ai rcraft ca n be fl ying, in an unstalled 
condi tion, at ex tremely low speed. (A K-1 J 
might have a 16-knot st·all speed during the 
pushover!) 

In summary 
• The ai rcraft wi ll always be slower during 
the pushover after a power fa ilure and take 
longer to re-ac ·el rate to a s<~i speed. 
Power fai lure tra ining re-ca libra l s pi lots. 
• The glider feels normal during the 
pushov r, a sensory illusion, because the 
w ings have been unloaded. 
• Pilots learn subconsc iously the lime 
interval between failure and rega ining 
speed. This means they wil l sometimes start 
a turn w ithout a safe speed, because they 
fail to check the airspeed indicator. 
• The recovery procedure has four steps: 
recovery att itude; check speed; decide; act. 
Check speed is vita ll y important and must 
be completed even when the aircraft \ . 
appea rs to he responding normally. ~ 

• Don Puttock is a professional gliding 
instructor and DCFI at Bristol and 
Gloucester GC with 4000 hours gliding, 
PPL and MGIR. 

@ Glider decelerates for a short time 0 Glider in recovery attitude and accelerating 

Launch failure. Audible warning (eg .• cable or weak link break) 

0 Cable breaks. Pilot responds to sound within I second 
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PILOT BACKGROUND AND RISK OF FAILING TO WAIT FOR SPEED 
Pilot experience Recent low-powered winch experience 

Low hours Medium 

High hours Medium 

TYPES OF WINCH LAUNCH FAILURE AND RISK 

Weak link break Audible warning +g change 

Cable break (hard) Audible warning +g change 

Training (instructor pulls release) Audible warning +g change 

Ferrules pull apart (soft break) Visual warning with speed decay 

Winch runs out of fuel Visual warning with speed decay 

Winch jumps out of gear/or breaks down Visual warning with speed decay 

Training (winch driver steadily reduces power) Visual warning with speed decay 

Recent high-powered winch experience 

High 

Very high 

(Above) Pilots subconsciously learn the 
expected recovery time (for speed), anrl the 
feel of an aircraft fly ing normally. 
li power failu res are introduced during 
tra in ing, the pi lot learns to expect a delay in 
certa in circumstances and he a safer pi lot as 
a result. 

(Left) A soft break is one in which the 
separ<Jtion oi the cable is rel<Jtively slow and 
noiseless. A hard break is virtually 
instant-aneous, often with noise and g changes. 

Glider in recovery attitude and accelerating 

0 Power failure 

Launch failure (eg .. winch loses power). Visual warning 

All speeds are indicative only 

FOOTNOTE FROM ANDY HOLMES, BGA WINCHING ADVISOR 

THE ADVANTAGES of conducting launch 
failure training by asking the winch driver to 
reduce the power extend to the noisy end of 
the cable. As mentioned by my colleague Pete 
Salisbury in his letter to S&G (August­
Septernber 2007) the rate of power reduction 
can be chosen to simulate anything from a 
gradual power failure to a sudden cable break. 

The primary advantage is safety. Pulling 
the yellow knob at low level under normal 
launch power causes the cable parachute to 
inflate just In front of the glider immediately 
after cable release. 

Even if the winch driver responds very 
quickly, bringing the winch drum to a stop 
with minimum delay, the glider and cable 
parachute spend several seconds in close 
proximity. At best this can cause distraction 
for the pilot recovering from the failure or 
reduce the landing options available. At worst 
the glider can collide with the parachute. 

Contrast this with a request for a sudden 
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power chop. The winch driver launches the 
glider as normal then briskly closes the 
throttle. This time the parachute does not 
spring forward and inflate in front of the 
glider but instead it drops safely away, 
behind and below the glider. As the cable is 
already decelerating at the point of glider 
release, the winch driver doesn't need perfect 
reactions to ensure a safe outcome. In my 
opinion, this is the safest way to conduct 
launch failure training, particularly low-level 
failures (ie failures which involve landing 
ahead). 

Other advantages of this method include 
increased cable life, reduced wear and tear 
on the winch and associated kit, the winch is 
less likely to "throw a loop" and you'll have a 
less nervy winch driver at the end of the day! 

Of course, real failures can happen in any 
manner. Therefore, pilots should always be 
aware of the proximity of the parachute 
during any unusual launch and be prepared 

to avoid it if needed. Also, winch drivers 
should be ready to react as required to 
minimise risk should the glider release early 
or if the weak link breaks. This reaction will 
generally be to bring the cable to a swift halt 
if it is a low failure. However, for a high failure 
it is generally safer to keep winding in at high 
speed to pull the cable down and away from 
the glider. 

There Is some overlap between these two 
cases, but the approximate division is the 
point at which the glider can no longer land 
ahead. If In doubt, the safest option is for the 
winch driver to initially close the throttle in all 
cases, only reapplying the power If safe 
separation is assured (eg by the glider 
tumlng away and the parachute dropping a 
safe distance below). 

Finally, placing the parachute at least 15m 
(ideally 20m+) from the Tost rings gives the 
pilot time to react if the parachute does 
inflate In front of the glider. 
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BUSINESS PERSPECTIVE 

lt's about to get very busy 
AS TH E. recession takes hold ilnd oil 

prices so<Jr, commercial aviJtion starts 
to feel the effects very earl y on. Many 

ai rlines are cutting bilck on orders and routes 
ilnd some ilre even considering laying up 
aircrilft and milking redundancies. Not all 
commercial flying however is feeling the 
stra in, business aviation is booming ilnd is 
about to become very much bigger. 

Corporate jets, like any other commercial 
traffic, are heavily regulated ilnd follow the 
same rules as normal scheduled or charter air­
line operations. n, pilots are trained and 
checked to the same standard and operate 
under similar limitations as ilny BA, easyjet or 
Lufthansa crew. They follow the Silme 
discipl ines in controlled airspace and carry 
the same level of sophistication as any Airbus 
or Boeing. 

The major difference is the airfields out of 
which they operate. The great advantage for 
the corporate ilyer is that they don'L have to 
deal with major airports and all of the delay 
and security checking thilt this involves. 

Operating from smaller airfields is efficient, 
less expensive Jnd quicker for the passengers, 
the disaclvantag for the pilots is that these 
smilller airfield are normally outside the 
normal protection afiorded by controlled 
airsp<:tc - Airfields at Oxford, Farnborough, 
Exeter, Gamston, Gloucester and Cr,1nfield, as 
well as many others, accept business aviation 
aircraft and the only way an approach can be 
made into such ilirfields is via Class G airspace, 
the open FIR, and th<:tt's where we play. 

These airfields are getting very much more 
busy as corporate flying expands and with the 
advent of the Very Light Jets, the so-called VLJ's 
which will be coming to an airfield near you 
soon, it's about to get a whole lot busier. 

'lt is, after all, airspace that is 
open to everyone, including fast 

jets, and it is not somewhere 
where the pilots of these aircraft 

would choose to fly' 

Let me just say, they arc entitled to be in our 
playground. lt is, after ill I, airspace that is open 
to everyone, including fast jets, and it is not 
somewhere where the pilots of these aircroft 
would choose to fly, given the choice. 

Most commercial avi<Jtion operates under 
Instrument Flight Rules, they are under the 
control of a radar controller who is 
responsible for ensuring separation from other 
IFR traffic and participating VFR traffic. Even 
when in VMC, under an IFR flight plan, and in 
controlled ai rspace the pilot can sit back Jnd 
relax (in a manner of speaking) in the sure and 
certain knowledge that there is nobody 
around him that the ground controller cannot 
sec on his screen and speak to over the radio. 

Such oircraft even have their own system 
on-board that will identify and warn the pilot 
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if ;1nother ai rcraft, which is carry ing a 
transponder, starts to become a threat by 
virtue of its flight path and speed. 

Drop out of the secure state that is Class A 
airspace, into Class G, where there is no longer 
the 'known environment' in traffic control terms 
and it's a whole different ball-gJme. 

Even though the airspace is now un­
controlled, pilots will still usually operate 
under iln IFR flight plan. Normally the pilot 
would request a Radar Advisory Service, 
meaning that the ground control ler advises the 
pilot of other traffic that could pose a threat 
and gives r<Jdar vectors to keep clear. 

The ground controller is still ostensibly in 
charge of separation, but now the pilots are 
keeping J very sharp look-out as well. The 
mnjor difference is that the traffic on the 
screen is not necessarily the on ly threat out 
there. The pilot of a fast jet, if he has any 
imagination at all, should get very nervous. 

Of course the gl ider pilot will say, 'well 
thJt's what they get paid for', and he would be 
right, but the phrase, ' I had right of way', 
could be your epitaph! 

I am definitely not advocating the use of 
transponders in gliders, I am as much opposed 
to this strategy as onyone, but there are things 
we as glider pilots can do to maintain a safe 
environment within Class G and around the 
smaller airports. In the first place, as pilots we 
can recognise each other's right to be there 
and try to co-operate, understanding the 

problem is half way to resolving it. 
Secondly, we can fly defensively, by not 

putting ourselves in e1 position where a 
conflict might occur. 

On arriv<J I at an airfield, the pi lot of the 
corporate jet wi ll either join for a procedural 
approach (ILS,VOR etc) or elect to do a visual 
circuit and landing. The procedural approach 
will be the obvious choice in bad weather but 
there are unl ikely to be any gliders in the area 
then anyway. However, he may well choose to 
stick with this approach even in good we"ilther 
if he is unfamiliar with the airfield and, by 
doing so, he still has controller input and 
<Jdvice. The controller may rJdar vector the 
aircraft to the approach phase of this 
procedure depending on his radar avai labi lity. 

Avoiding the extended approa h centre­
lines of these airfields would be a wise thing 
to do in a glider. Traffic on a procedur<JI ILS, 
even in good weather, is vulnerable and you 
may not be showing on th~e radar screens. The 
descent on approach may start from up to 
1 Onms out, in which case the aircraft would 
be at about 3000ft - a good area to avoid. 

The visual circuit w il l allow the aircraft to 
fly a much closer pattern but means that the 
pilot is self-positioning and is usually 
manually flying the aircraft. lt is unlikel y that 
he will remain within the ATZ given the 
speeds and turning radius, also the later part 
of the approach needs to be stabi lised in 
respect to speed, rate of descent and 
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up there 
configuration so realistica lly he is aiming for 
about <J 4nm final at about 12-1500ft. 

If you simply cannot avoid the airfield by 
these sort of figures, give them a ca ll on the 
radio and tell the controller where you are­
they w ill always appreciate your call. 

So much for arriving traffic, departing 
traffic is a little more complex JS ordinari ly 
the ground controller cannot give clc<.1rance 
into controlled airspace. He wi ll genera lly 
give clearance only to depart and mainta in .:1 
heading and altitude, followed by the phrase, 
' remain clear of controlled airspace'. 

The heading w ill be in the general 
direction that the aircraft wishes to depart, 
taking into account the traffic the controller 
can see on his screen. Remember you may 
not be visible to him. The altitude will be 
below controlled airspace, typica lly the limit 
w ill be 3000ft. 

The aircraft will level-off at this altitude 
and will then be passed to another controller 
who wi ll issue the clearance into control led 
airspace (a lthough this clearance may not be 
given immcdi.Jtely). 

'lt is this transition from 
flight in uncontrolled 

airspace to controlled (or 
vice-versa) where the potential 

problem lies' 
lt is this tmnsition from flight in un­

controlled airspace to controlled (or vice­
versa) where the potential problem lies. 1l1e 
pilots are busy, there's lots to do, they are 
looking out as much as they can and there 
are usu.:1lly two of them but the view is 
usually not that good and some attention is 
required inside the cockpit. 

The aircraft arc fl ying quite fast, they have 
to in order to stay airborne. Pilots should 
have slowed clown in order to increase 
reaction time and reduce closing speeds but 
there arc limits and those limits are still 
relatively high. 

Gliders arc difficult to see from the cockpit 
of a fast jet and sometimes impossible to see 
on a radar screen. If you are fl ying in the 
vicinity of an airfield that accepts corporate 
aircraft, keep an especially sharp lookout for 
fast-moving traffic, avoid the extended 
centre-lines of the runvvays by at least ·1 0 
miles and avoid entering cloud in the 
vicinity. Commercial pilots do not listen-out 
on 130.4 and you wi ll not be visible to 
ground radar when you stop to climb. If you 
can, give the ai rfield i.l ca ll to let them know 
you're there. Fly defensively. 

• An experienced glider pilot, Graham 
McAndrew was the BGA National Coach 
for a number of years and latterly CFI of 
lasham. He now works as a commercial \. . 
pilot with Netjets. ~ 
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... in a f iner light 

British Gliding Association 

THE 1000 CLUB MONTHLY LOTTERY 
A great chance to win substantial cash prizes 
and at the same time enable the Philip Wills 
Memorial Fund to make loans to clubs for 
site purchase and development. 

This monthly lottery started in July 1992 
and has room for many more participants. 
Started in February 2003 the first prize 
winner drawn will take half the prize money 
each month and the next two drawn will 
take a quarter each. 

HALF of the proceeds go to the Philip Wills 
Memorial Fund to help with its work in 
developing BGA clubs and the other HALF 
is distributed each 111onth 111 the form of 3 
CASH PRIZES. The more participants we 

put each member will purchase a "number" 
which will go into the draw. lt is hoped that 
members will purchase 12 months' worth of 
tickets at a time. Winners will receive their 
prizes direct from the BGA and a list of their 
names will be published in S&G. 

Please complete the form below and return 
it to the BGA with your payment. Please 
note that only BGA members and their 
families may participate and that the BGA is 
registered under the Lotteries And 
Amusements Act 1976 with Leicester City 
Council . 

Pete Stratten 
Promoter 

have, th greater the prize money pool. ,.---------------- -------- - ---------
To: Pete Stratten. British Gliding Association, 

1st PRIZE - 50% of the prize money pool. 
2 Runner Up Prizes of 25% each of the 
prize money pool. 

Chances/numbers can only be bought from 
the BGA at £1.00 each. Those whose 
money has been received at the BGA by the 
end of each month will then participate in 
the draw on the fi rst Wednesday of each 
following month. Tickets will not be issued in 
order to keep the administrative costs low 

Kimberley House. Vaughan Way, 
Leicester LE t 4SE 

Please include me in the "1 000 club'" and I 
enclose £12.00 (payable to BGA) for twelve 
months of entries, or multiples thereof. 

Name . .Signed 

Address 
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The light fantastic 
THANKS as ever to these photographers, listed clockwise 
from above: 

Luke Hornsey flying 574- an ASW20, Laurie Gregoire 
flying KMC - an Astir CS with winglets, and Dave 
Bray!Howard Stone team-flying 486- an LS6c, as they all 
approach the finish line on the last day of the Bicester 
Regionals (Ran Smith) 

Deputy CFI and tug master tan (Cur/ey) Mitchell in his 
Christen Eagle over North Hill (Robin Street) 

Around 4.50am at Gransden Lodge, Cambridge on 
Midsummer's Day, when winch-launching was well under 
way before sunrise for the club's Dawn to Dusk event 

(Kirsty McNaught) 

A stunning rear view at Lasham (Sandy Hawkyard) 

The Tay estuary just before 6am. 1t looked like a really good 
wave day but didn 't really deliver - still worth getting out of 
bed for the view alone though (John Williams) 

Storm over Plymouth (Matt Wright) 

If you would like your photographs to be considered for 
publication in Gliding Gallery or included elsewhere in S&G, 
do please send them to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
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GLIDING SCHOLARSHIPS 

Broadening horizons 
T

HE ·1 ·1 winners of this year's Air League 
Gliding Scholarships h<we flown at sites 
across the country from the Long Mynd 

Lo Lasham. 
There has been many an interesting tale 

along the way. Stories of spending so long 
upside down with Graham Saw at the 
controls that the pupil started to believe that 
being inverted was the on ly way gliders flew 
have been muted, but remain to be verified as 
accurate by leading UK scientists! 

Putting ground-breaking scientific views to 
one side, three scholars provide an update on 
their progress and experiences. 

Stephen Green (left) 
details the couple of days 
he spent flying at Lasham 
learning about cross­
country gliding. \IVith the 
majority of his flying to 
date being through the Air 
Cadets, this allowed a 
superb opportuni ty for 

expanding his knowledge base. He decided 
to fly his scholarship entirely as two-seater 
training. 

At the time of writing Stephen sti ll had one 
day of fl ying to complete but here is how he's 
got on to date: 

Day 1: 
The glider we were flying was much more up 
to date than I was used to- it even had 
navigation equipment! We took an aerotow to 
2000ft, which was smoother and more 
gradual than my usua l winch launch. 

Once we had released at the top of the 
launch we set off on our 300km round trip. 

An Air League scholarship 
can provide training in a 
variety of flying skills. Three 
of this year's scholars report 
back on their experiences 

During the course of the flight I learnt 
different navigationJI methods and how to 
spot areJs of lift. 

On leaving the confines of the airiield, 
nerves and excitement crept in. I hild never 
been unable to see the airfield before. Time 
flew by, I saw some awesome sights and there 
was lots of information to absorb. Six hours 
later the ai rfield c<Jme into view, and that's 
when I felt a great sense of achievement to 
have got there and back in one go. 

Day 2: 
The weather was more challenging as the lift 
wasn't as consistent as on the previous clay. it 
was unnerving waiting in the <Jerotow queue 
and all of the other gliders present had a 
small get-you-home engine when ours didn't! 
This route was a lot shorter and was just over 
150km, but I flew most of the flight so it still 
took us over four hours to get back to the 
airfield. 

Flying <Jway from your base and into the 
open skies was a great experience. lt was 
peaceful but challenging, time s<tilecl by, and 
flying over the various landmarks en route 
was awesome. 

I've le<trnt a lot from this opportunity and 
would like to thank both the Air League, 
sponsors and my instructors for this brilliant 
experience. 

At Lasham Stephen Green was delighted to fly a more up to date glider than he is used to. learning different 

navigational methods and how to spot areas of lift 
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WH ILE Stephen was 
racing around the 

country, Richard 
Williamson (left) of 
Corn ish fame W<Js learning 
that aerobatics involved 
more than purely throwing 
the glider around the sky. A 
very dedicated young pilot 

who reguli.l rly travels over 140 miles to go 
flying every weekend, this was an opportunity 
thc1t Richard wasn't goi ng to miss. 

Everyone is ca lled Luke! I arrived at 
L<Jsham and bumped into a few of the locals. 
Luke Roberts, who swears he's from Devon 
but definit ively sounds Cornish and loca l man 
Luke Dale, who had <t lso won a gliding 
scholarship. 

They quickly showed me around and I 
immediately felt at home. 

'After the initial shock of 
pointing what appeared to be 

vertically towards the ground I 
started to understand how 
manoeuvrable gliders are' 

The next d<Jy I met my instructor Eel and 
h<Jving briefed and strapped what looked like 
a large triangle to the end of the wing (the 
sight) we got to work. 

I hadn't realised there was so much 
involved in flying competition <Jerobatics. 
Starting off near cloudbase and putt ing the 
glider through its paces was awesome. 

After the initial shock of pointing what 
appeared to be vertica lly towards the ground 
I started to understand exactly how 
manoeuvrable gliders are. The focus then 

Aerobatics training at Lasham has fuelled Richard 

Williamson's passion to fly 
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changed ancll did most of the flying. Having 
practised several uplines and loops we moved 
to more advanced flying and rolling. 

Trying not to overspeecl on the exit from 
exercises was particularly tricky. Eel's cle<1r 
instructions built my confidence quickly and 
I found myself concentrating on getting my 
<1ngles right using the wing sight very 
quickly. 

After a couple of clays my flying was 
finished. I wish I could have stayed and flovvn 
some more1 

The scholarship fuelled my passion to fly 
and made me realise that I have to find a way 
to fly for <1 living. 

How can anyone sit in an office ill I clay? 
Thank you to everyone that made my 
scholarship possible. 

IN THE meantime deep in 
the Cotswolds, Scott 

Pendry (lefl) was getting to 
grips with the Grob 1 09: 

Most of my flying 
experience to date had 
been flying SEP aircraft to 
gain my NPPL. Having 
flown motor gliders before 

I was keen to do more and learn about the 
differences between gliding and flying under 
power. 

The scholarship allowed a conversion 
course which enabled me to ildd an SLMG 
rating to my SEP NPPL. 

I conducted this training through 
Oxfordshire Sport Flying at Enstone, which 
was superb. With five hours to complete the 
training, Ray and his team didn't hang about. 

The strangest part was getting airborne and 
then turning the engine off! This seemed total 
madness to me, but after some good soaring 
and with the five hours in the Grab 1 09 
disappearing way too quickly I found myself 
converted. 

'After some good soaring 
and with the five hours in 

the Grob 1 09 disappearing 
way too quickly I found 

myself converted' 

With just the paperwork required to make 
it official it was an outstanding few clays. 
This is a fantilstic opportunity that will allow 
me t.o become a volunteer instructor in the 
future ilncl also meilns I can log all my 
motor glider flying, starting the process of 
building hours towards my commercia l 
licences and a flying career. 

• With cross-country, ilerohatic and motor 
gliding there is a lot on offer Jt The Air 
League. 

Why not apply for a scholarship yourself in 
2009? Lilst year nearly 40 per cent of people 
who applied got a scholarship. 

More details of scholarships and events for 
all young (undcr-35 is considered young) 
people can be found at www.airleague.co.uk 

2009 Scholarship entries open in the \ . 
newyear. ~ 
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Richard Williamson on aerotow at Lasham during his training in aerobatics 

(Above and below) Stephen Green found flying away from base and into the open skies a great experience as he 

undertook his cross-country training at Lasham 
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Bernd Weber and Corinne Baudisch flying the Duo Discus XL T above the Sct1waebische Atb region near Kirchheim East of Stuttgart showing the partially swung back propeller 

position, in which it stops rotating before complete retraction (Photographs by Jochen Ewald) 

WHEN Schempp-Hirth unveiled the 
Duo Discus X in 2005 they 
introduced a new airbrake-flap 

combination for easier <Jild slower approaches 
and rJised the mJximum AUW from 700 to 
750kg. 

Since then, their engineers have carried out 
a lot of ' fi ne tuning' based on customer 
feedback - and it has been very successful as I 
discovered on a fligh t in the new Duo Discus 
XLT at Hahnweide, near Kirchheim. 

You notice the first difference from the older 
Duo when carrying the wingtip during rigging: 
Each XL wing is about 5kg l ighter, mainly at 
the outer end, due to the complete change to 
carbon fibre in the outer sections of the wings. 
With rigging handles inserted in the tips of the 
centra l wing, they can be easily handled 
without hurting one's hands. Nevertheless, the 
lmge central wing sections sti ll weigh about 
90kg each so I'd recommend finding strong 
wing holders if there are no rigging aids 
avai lab le. 

After the main pin is inserted and secured, 
the rigging handles arc replaced by very 
lightweight winglips with Maughmer-winglets. 
These are locked automatica ll y by spring­
loaded bolts on the spar tongues. The tip 
aileron sections move upwards only with the 
inner ai l •rons, remaini ng in a neutral pos ition 
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Jochen Ewald discovers a 
bigger cockpit and better 
brakes as he evaluates a fine­
tuned 20-metre class glider 
equally at home in club 
operations and competitions 
when the inner ailerons move downwards. 

The flap-combined Schempp-Hirth Jirbrake 
system, introduced with the X three years ago, 
has been modified to produce even more 
drag: The double-bladed airbrJkes are now 
6cm further forwards on the wing, and open 
1 .Scm further upwards. To compensJte for the 
loss of lift, the flaps extend connected viJ gas 
pressure stru ts to the Jirbrake pushrods. When 
flying Jt higher speeds (above about 90kts), 
these gJs pressure struts permit the flaps to 
refract automatically to prevent too high loads 
on the vving. The Jileron Jnd fiJp gaps sealing 
has also been improved . 

But the main difference between the X and 
the XL is the fuselage. lt has been 'stretched' 
by 1 Ocm between the two seats. This benefits 
the front cockpit, whi le Bern was ga ined in 
the reJr by further cranking of the tube behind 
the seat. Th is makes the Duo Discus XL rea ll y 
su itable for large pi lots - in both seJts. 

The cockpit interior has also been 
completely re-designed. During the 'optimising 
process' for best comfort and ergonomics in 
both seats, nearly all the Schempp-H irth 
emplo)•ees were Jsked to 'try and comment', 
and the result is a cockpit which comes as 
close to the 'optimal compromise' as can be. 
And, with its visib le inner carbon-aramide fibre 
shell structure, it's not on ly very safe, but it also 
looks nice! 

The fu ll y-covered front instrument 
mushroom can now be swung up for easy 
entry and (emergency) ex it. Everything is in 
easy reach. The front seat pan has a top and 
bottom adjustable backrest with int€'grated 
headrest, and there are no longer 'steps' in the 
seat pan curve to accommodate old, thi ck 
parachutes - neJ rl y J ll of todny's modern 
parachutes are designed to be used on seats 
with smooth cu rves without steps. 

There's J wide range of peda l adjustment for 
both seats nnd only very sma ll pilots will need 
a seJt cushion underneath (which is also 
oifered by Schempp-Hirth) to achieve the best 
seating pos ition. Schempp-H irth hJs decided 
to deliver all gliders from now on with shock­
absorbing cushions. 

Pockets on the sidewa lls of both seJts, ,1s 
we ll as a large bag in front of the rear sti ck, 
allow you to stow everything you need safely. 
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Additionally, the baggage compartment 
behind the rear se,lt also offers a lot of space, 
even in the 'Turbo' version - the 16-litre fuel 
tank is lower in the fuselage and refuelled by 
an integrated fuel pump with a 'snap in' hose 
connection. All the controls, including engine, 
can be operated from both seats. 

Changes have also been made to the 
canop~' and fresh air ventilation. The canopy 
frame is now sealed completely with soft 
material that compensates for expansion in 
hot weather and the front 'demist' fresh air 
inlet was has been redesigned, with its 
opening valve further forwards, which has 
reduced noise in all positions. 

The susta iner engine installed is the already 
well known 22kW twin-cylinder two-stroke 
Solo 23500 , driving a five-blade 'Oehler 
system' folding propeller. The engine bay 
doors close again after the engine is fully 
extended. If necessary, the engine can be 
removed easily. Removing or re-installing 
Lakes about 30 to 40min. With the new, 
stronger wings, the Duo Discus XLT is also 
certified 'semi a •robatic' (in case of heavy 
pilots in the cockpit with the engine -about 
35kg - removed) with the AUW below 630kg. 

The new TB06 engine control unit makes 
engine operation easy. To st<Jrt the engine in 
flight, simply put the ignition switch to 'on' 
and the engine rises; as soon as it is fully out, 
the display asks you to pull the decompress ion 
valve on the left cockpit wall. As soon as this 
display disappears, you let the handle go and 
the engine starts. To get back to the 'gliding 
mode', you simply switch off the ignition, the 
engine then swings back a bit until the 
propeller stops completely, and then it stows 
itself back into the fuselage. 

Oi course, 'manual overTicling' this 
automatic system is still possible following the 
scheme used with older Schen1pp-Hirth 
sustainer inst<1llations. A protected switch in 
the front instrument panel socket allows you 
to h;md over the full engine control to the 
TB06 instrument in the rear panel. 

So let's take flight, w ith sa les manager 
Berne! WehE•r in the rear seat. The one we flew 
was PH-1408, just fi nished and ready for 
delivery to the Netherlands. This glider was 
extremely well equipped w ith a good 
instruments, including a transponder (in the 
Netherlands, it is unfortunately already nearly 
impossible to go cross-country without one ... ), 
four 7.2Ah batteries (two eJch in the tail fi n 
and underneJth the seat) and one 18Ah 
underneath the 'baggage bag' in the front of 
the rear cockpit. This increased the 'typical 
XLT basic empty weight' of about 465kg to 
485kg, and with our 150kg and 1 Okg of fuel, 
we reach a take-off weight of 645kg with the 
c of g about in the middle of its possible 
range. 

I feel immediately at home in the cockpit, 
with all the controls and levers perfectly 
placed. When operating the airbrakes ()r (later 
in the air) the undercarriage, my elbows no 
longer hit the foot tips of the rear-seater 
because the scat shells are now completely 
closed, separating the two seats up to the 
canopy frame. 

October - November 2008 

The front panel is now closer to the pilot 

The redesigned positioning of the levers as 
well as the shape of the side consoles <r llows 
free movement of my arms. The only things I 
disliked a li ttle vvere the relatively high force 
needed to unlock the trim button (it is a bit 
sharp- ornered and has to be swung inwards 
to unlock) and the f<Jct that the open canopy, 
wi th the left wing down on slightly sloped 
ground, is quite close to the point where it 
might be blown over even by a light gust. But 
the S-H engineers intend to modify the curve 
of the rear canopy frame, so that it can be 
opened a little wider without the risk oi the 
rear frame touching the wing's leading edge. 

'The longitudinal 
stability is very good 

and even nervous 
pupils will not over-react 

on the controls' 

From the general fl yi ng characteristics, the 
new XLT does not show much cliiference from 
its predecessor, the X. I tried both aerotow and 
w inch launching, and found it a very easy and 
safe to handle glider in both launch methods. 
This makes it also perfectly suitable for hJsic 
training. 

Visibility and fresh air supply in the cockpit 
through the front and the adjustable side 
nozzles appeared pedect and the new 
canopy sealing reduces cockpit noise to ' light 
whispering'. The undercarriage retracts easily 
(as expected, without the 'elbow problems' 

The lightweight wingtips 'snap in ' with their spar 
tongues 

known from older versions ... ) and locks saiely 
and visible by swinging the lever towards the 
cockpit wall. 

In fl ight, my immediate impression w<1s that 
this new Duo w ith its lightweight outer wings 
appeared to have much better handling than 
the older ones. This impression was not only 
caused by the good working control system 
w ith low control forces, but also by the 
reduced weight in the outer w ing sections. 1'v\y 
stopwatch confirmed this: at 54kts I measured 
a 45-degree ro ll r<Jte of slightly below four 
seconds, combined with a perfect control 
harmony. Four seconds is a typical value for a 
'normal' lSm or a ' fast' 18m single-seater. The 
result is that thermal ling the XLT is as much 
fun as flying a single-seater. 

In smooth thermals it can be flown <rt 46kts 
and cl imbs like a lightweight single-seater, 
whi le in rough weather with 45 degrees of 
bank 51 kts is a sensible speed. The 
longitudinal stJbility is very good and even 
'nervous pupils' wi ll not over-react on the 
controls. O ne thing I disliked is the elevator 
trim spring wh ich was relatively stiff (probably 
caused b}' the latest certification requirements 
concerning the longitudinal stabi l ity seen from 
the stick force side ... ) and so, if you want to 
avoid permanent high stick forces, you need 
to adjust the trim quite often. And the trim 
lever operation is, as mentioned before, nearly 
the only thing I disliked during my check on 
the ground ... 

The stall behaviour is very entle, at about 
38kts IAS warning buffeting starts. Pulling the 
stick further back resu lts in th nose rising and 
th peed indication dropping clown to 30kts 
(not, of course, a real va lue but ca used by 
wing root turbulence hitt ing the tai lfin pitot 
tube). Then the XLT enters a very stable, 
buffeting stall. 

Wi th the airbrakes open I found precisely 
the same speeds and behaviour when 
approaching the stall with the airbrakes open 
-they simply brake, and cause no trim speed 
change, only tJ1e nose points clown a bit more, 
giving a better view of the landing field from 
both seats. A genius system! 

Abrupt airbrake position changes do not 
have any influence on flying, you can even 
open them at slow speeds wi thout the risk of 
'stalling in' or 'banging them in' during ~ 

The re-positioned airbrakes ate larger, and the 
compensating-for-lilt flaps extract more 
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FLIIGHJ TEST: DUO DISCUS XLT 

> touchdown without 'ballooning'! At high 
speeds, the XLT is very stabl • and comfortable, 
but to set the trim to speed> above 80kts, I 
needed quite high forces to push the trim lever 
forwards. 

Oper,lting the engine is as easy Js can be: 
At about 54kts 'ignition on', Jnd soon there's a 
little 'bang' in the rear (and, of course, the 
TB06 instrument) telling you that the main 
doors have closed and the engine is in 
working position. Now the display says 
'decompression' and I pull the lever until the 
message disJppears and the engine starts 
running. TI1ere is no throttl e, it always runs on 
'full power'. 

I found the best climb rate at about 46kts 
with the engine revving at 6100rpm. The 
turbulent air permitted only an estimate th,l t 
the cli mb rate to be a bit ,1bove two knots. For 
power llight, the pitot and static supply is 
switched from the tailfin probes (which are 
then in the propeller stream) to the nose pilot 
unci fuselc1ge st<Jtic openings. 

When approaching st,1ll speed in powered 
flight, the turbulences from the stalling wing 
root hit the propeller, which then stilrts making 
iln 'awful' sound. it's an excellent warning, 
and the stall behaviour is as gentle <JS in 
soaring flight. 

The possible m<Jxirnum horizontal cruise 
speed is 6Skts, above which il yellow light in 
the control instrument reminds you l'h<Jt you 
,1re coming c lose to the engine's rnaximurn of 
6600rpm. This is reached around 67kts, a red 
light then appears and the ignition switches off 
autornaticJIIy until the rpm becomes lower 
,1 gain. Using 'saw-tooth flight', the 16 litres of 
two-stroke mix offers you a 200km range. 

S•.vitching off the ignition opens the engine 
bJy doors <mclmJkes the mast swing back a 
bit. In this position, flying at about 46kts, the 
engine soon stops revving and retraction 
continues automatically until the folding 
propeller bl ades clisappeur completely 
underneath the engine bay doors. 

With the engine retr<lCtion manuillly stopped 
after switching the ionition off, I found the 
per·formance of this 'worst case' flight still very 
J .ceptable, the sink rate remains below three 
knots and the handling of the glider is not 
affected. So, there is no problem landing the 
XLT sa fe ly in cl field with the engine up. 

Another interesting new fea ture is the 
possibility to do 'semi aerobatics' with the 
Duo Discus XLT (if the AUW is below 630kg). 
lt loops and stall turns nicely from an entering 
speed of about 108kts, the minimum speed 
required to 'get it round' is about 97kts. The 
lightweight wingtips in particuiJr mJke stall 
turns eas ier and more precise to fly than with 
other gliders of this span. 

Spinning the XLT is also permitted, an 
importJnt feature to make a glider really 
suitable for training: At the stall the stick is 
pulled fully back and full rudder Jpplied. The 
XLT then drops a wing and starts rotating with 
the nose pointing steeply clown. During the 
first turn, the glider buffets ,1nd its nose comes 
up a bit (but remJins far below an angle that 
might make you fear a flat spin might develop) 
and then goes clown again. After about one 
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The Solo sustainer engine of the XLT 
is a renowned, reliable drive 

The engine with its five-blade Oehler system folding propeller 
extracting 

turn, the 'full and stable' spin is established 
with J quite steep attitude, moderate roll rate 
and comfortably low centrifugal g-forces. 

During the spin, the large Glnopy gives a 
wonderful overview 1 Stopping the spin using 
the 'standard method' - opposite rudder, then 
easing the stick forwards until rolJtion stops ­
requires only about 1/4 of a turn and, correctly 
casing out of the dive, results in less than 300ft 
height loss. r\Jice and ideal for spin training. 

If the c of g is further forwards, the XLT 
might not remJin in the spin, but chunge lo 
spiral dive Jfter the first turn, which should be 
stopped immediately to prevent the speed 
irom increasing too much. So, when intending 
to spin the XLT with heavy people in the front 
seJt, it is recommended to put some water 
b:J IIc1st into the t<1ilfin tJnk. 

'The lightweight wingtlps 
in particular make stall 

turns easier and more precise 
to fly than with other gliders 

of this span' 

Landing the Duo Discus XLT is as easy as 
you expect of a basic tr<Jiner. With the stall 
speed remaining unchanged when the 
airbrakes are opened, a basic approach speed 
of 49kts (plus half windspeed) is sufii cien t for 
the approach. 

The large airbrakes, combined with the 
flap's braking effect, permit steep finals and the 
view of the l<mding field, especially from the 
rear seat, is really improved compared with 
that from the old Duo Discus. The force 
required to pull the airbrakes out is alwJys 
"positive", so they will not open by themselves 
should the pilot forget to lock them before 
take-off. 

Sicleslipping is also possible, easy, stable 
and very effective. The slight tendency to 
accelerate when the airbrakes are extended 
during sideslip can easily be compensated by 
the elevator. Fully held off (against some force 
of the spring trim), the Duo Discus XLT 
touches down in a perfect two-point attitude, 
the new disc brake Beringer main wheel in 
combination with the nose wheel (which only 
touches the ground when braking very hard) 

allows very short ground runs if needed. 
The new Duo Discus XLT is a wonderful 

glider that offers single-seater fun in a two­
seater. 

With a performance equJI to that of the best 
Open Class gliders of the early 1980s, it offers 
its pilots the possibility to perform long flights 
and, flying with qualified competition pilots, to 
IEwn a lot from them. 

At the same time, with its easy, safe and 
gentle flying and landing characteristics, il is 
ulso perfectly suitJble JS J basic trJiner, 
including the possibility of teaching spin and 
bJsic aerob;Jtic exercises. Instructors will like 
the improved comfort in and visibility from the 
rear seat. 

Built with excellent craftsmanship by a 
fJctory renowned for its , fter-sal es service, it 
appears to be a perfect 'investment into \. _ 
the future' for c lubs. ~ 

Technical data: 

Wingspan 20,00 m 
Wing area 16,40 m2 
Aspect ratio 24,4 
Fuselage length 8, 73 m 
Fuselage width 0,71 m 
Empty mass ea. 465kg, this one 
fully equipped 485kg (engine 
removed: -34kg) 
Max. AUW 750kg (630kg semi 
aerobatic) 
Wingloading 33,8 - 45,7 kglm2 
Minimum sink at 609kg: 0,56m/s, at 
750kg: o,62m/s 
Best glide: 1 :46-47 at 100 (609kg) -
1 06 (750kg) kmlh 
Vne 263kmlh 

Manufacturer 
Schempp-Hirth FlugzeugbauGmbH 
Krebenstrasse 25 
73230 KirchheimfTeck 
Germany 
Phone +49-7021-72980 
Fax +49-7021-7298199 
e-mail info@schempp-Hirth.com 
web: www.schempp-hirth.com 
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The Premier Motor Gliding School 
Courses or by the hour for NPPL 
SLMG & TMG PPL. 
Bronze C Cross Country & Field 
Landing Checks. 
Convert your BGA Licence to an 
NPPL SLMG. 
RT Examination Centre. 

Bidford Gliding Club 

-----.-.. ..... ~----
Bi,!forcl Aitfield, Bidfurd on An>n, Warks, BiO 4PD 

.I Ab-initio NPPL SLMG courses 

.I SLMG to SSEA (Tug) conversion courses 

.I PPL Ground School and Exams 

.I Glider Pilot Licence conversion to NPPL 
SLMG 

.I Bronze and X-Country Endorsement checks 

.I Glider X-Country Navigation courses 

.I On site bar. cafe., camping 
and caravanning 

BIDFOAD (j/l,;;-;1 
W~4P~S~ 
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FLYING UNDER THE RADAR 

Dramatic and atmospheric, heading up Thirlmere past Helvellyn with the top in cloud 
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PETER WHITEHEAD, CHAIRMAN OF 
EOENSOARING REVEALS THE 
CLUB'S MEANING OF LO-HI-LO. 

' LEAVING the hills of Yorkshire for 
the Gog Magog Hills of Cambridge 

(max height 243ft) in 1971 was my big 
disappointment (my LO). Turned 
around by discovering gliding and 
better still when I came "under the 
wing" of Anthony (S&Gs Armchair 
Pilot) and Catharina Edwards and 
family, and was introduced to their 
passion for bungey expeditions in the 
hills (my HI). With his pedigree, it was 
no surprise when Thomas joined us in 
the activities of Eden Soaring Society. 

"Parking" on the tiniest of nooks 
and crannies, and getting down low, 
has become his stock in trade, though 
he will use anything that nature 
provides and he is not averse to 
getting on top. 

So now Thomas shares with us the 
development of Edensoaring at our 
site under Cross Fell and close to the 
Lake District, where we welcome other 
glider pilots to share in the most 
beautiful gliding in England. 

Watch out though, we "do drugs", 
we get high on endorphins! 

That's LO-HI-HI. ' 

I HAVE enjoyed the thrill of mountain flying in 
the UK under the encourilgement ilnd 
guidilnce of good mentors for many yeilrs . lt all 

st:Jrted in 1988 when I joined an Eden Soaring 
Society exped ition to Latrigg, a whale-back hill Dt 
the foot of Skidclaw, a couple of miles north of 
Keswick in the Lake District. 

My parents awakened my hill soaring curiosity 
and Pete Whitehead and Richard Walker have 
mentored me in the English mountains over the 
years. Spurred on by wanting to know w hat can 
be achieved as long as the w ind is blowing, I 
started in a borrowed Swallow and later moved 
to an O ly 463 ('Rudolph ', an ex-Cambridge hot­
ship ot the 70s). Recently I have flown a 
1\.olosqu ito, ca ll sign 733. I sti ll keep the O ly 
though, as the des ign is almost perfect as a 
mountain-soaring exped ition glider. 

The UK has a f-avourable weather pattern for 
mountain soaring (it's nearly always blowing, a 
feature we share wi th New Zealand) and we are 
blessed with a good helping of mountains giving 
virtua ll y l imit less fun right on our doorstep. 

In 2006, J group of us gliding from Carlisle 
Airport startt..'Cl to explore the Cross Fell range of 
the Pennines, a very inviting 45km-long ridge 
that reaches just short of 300ft at its highest. 

At the 2007 Carli sle camp, a forecast giving J 
strong SW wind at ridge-top height tempted me 
to try a task joining two major ridge lines: that 
running between the Lake District <l ncl the Dales 
(SkidciJw - Helvellyn- and onwJrcls SW) with 
the Cross Fell range. The aim was to do a 300km 
ridge-on ly low-level flight in England. 

TJsk de -lilred, I launched at 11 :38 on 25 April 

(All photographs by Thomas Edwards) 

lt's LO-H 
The Eden Soaring~ 
for many years with 
BGA's newest club. 

2007. Cumulus and thermals existed loca lly but 
were nJrrow, patchy and weak. 

The wind turned out not to be ide<:~ l for the 
task at low level as there vvas too much south in 
it. But if I didn't try to get round I'd certa inl y 
regret it. The start zone (Castle C:Jrrock clam, 
CCK) was passed at 12:23. At 65kts Lherc was 
distressingly little headway towards the main 
ridge and it seemed I would not make it at any 
useable height. Veering off and parking on a tiny 
nclge on a bend in the River Eden, I waited for a 
rescue therma l to blow through. lt ca me, and, 
scrappy and horrible though it was, it gave me 
enough confidence to reach the main ridge at 
Newbiggin Fell. 

There I experienced the magic of the first 
decent ridge-cl imb of the day. No more being 
blown backwards by weak thermals - here was 
something useable. From the ridge I found a little 
pocket of wave pushing up between the clouds 
at Croglin to 4800ft. I glid to the next usable 
corner of the Pennines at Mclmerby at 90kts. 
Further south, cloudbase descended - it was 
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Mucky weather helped Thomas make his dec1sion to curtail the task five kilometres short of the mid-turning point 

II-LO in the Lakes 
)ociety has been flying 'under the radar' in the Lake District 
1 a no-publicity policy. Now, as Edensoaring, the group is the 
. Thomas Edwards lifts the lid on a flight to remember 

now rluwn tu 2900ft and shrouded Cross Fell 
itself. 

While contemplating the options (further 
progr ss south along the ridge being blocked by 
the Warcop danger zone). I found som gaps in 
the cloud that w re showing a lighter shade of 
grey; they contained lift, which became quite 
strong about six kilometres Jway from the main 
ridge. 

At 4500ft I popped out oi the grey undervvorld 
into ,1n altogether sunnier place of gentle and 
wide-rea -hing ski slopes. A few bea ts in th 
Appleby wave led straight to l 2,000ft, free 
air pace going up to FL 195 at that lu Jtion. 
However, I didn't have oxygen, so decl ined to 
climb further. The sea of whit spread all around 
and the glider's instruments calcu lated a wind 
vector of 215 degrees 55kls. o point in 
throwing it away; here was the climb needed to 
jump the gap into w ind. 

After covering some 30km to the south above 
cloud, cruising at 100 to 1 'I Okts to make 
headwJy, no useable gaps appeared. Four 

October - November 2008 

kilometres east of Sedbergh, at 8500ft, I changed 
course to the west, and, still unable to see any 
gaps from 6500ft, switched on the arti ficial 
horizon for a let-down bet\veen Milnthorpe nncl 
KendCJ I. At 4600ft I s<Jnk into an even layer of 
white cloud; I was relishing the prospect oi Cl 

good ridge run in strong surface winds once 
through. At about 3500ft over Kenual I emerg cl 
back into Jn utterly grey under-cloud world of 
3/8 scruffy cumulus below the stratus I had come 
through. 

G<lthering kinetic energy, and once cle;:n of the 
, 18 at 2100 ft asl, I headed for Ho lmc Knott to 
the immediJte south of Seclbergh Jt 120kts, lt is 
the northernmost bit of M iclcl leton Fell, p<1rt of 
the ridge-line that runs S\;\1 past lngleton. I 
judged I would just make it; plan B was to turn 
downw ind towards other do er ridges ii 
necessary. 13y the crossing of the M 6 motorwJy 
at the Kill ington Reservoir services half-way to 
the target, I WJS at 1600ft doing 70kts. Clearing 
the remaining six kilometres Lo the ridge, I 
arrived just below the top at 11 OOit asL 

N ine minutes of scratching produ eel 
practica lly no height. Eventual ly one beat gave 
50ft extra and I was able to stretch the glide to 
higher, more into-wind-facing ground, Jncl climb 
along the main ridge to my southerly turning 
point at lngleton. 

lngleton marked the start oi my most dramatic 
UK low-level ridge-run. Though the weather 
looked foul and grey up ahead, the mountains 
ahead were my friends, as wa. the wind curving 
over them. I had fou nd w hat I w<J ntecl. 

Fo llowing the ridges back to Sedbergh, I 
topped-up round the How Gill bowl before 
heading west to cross b<1 k over the M 6 
motorway al the Lune Gorge. From there on to 
the Grayrigg ridge at 2400ft, still not ci rcl ing. 
Five kilometres to th north of Kendal I w<JS back 
clown to som 1 OOOft above the ground (aga in! ) 
with no prospect at all of any thermals. But I was 
heading for the big hills, in my lcm ent, and 
supremely happy. 

The next big target was <J 1570ft hil l five 
kilometres north of the town of \1\lindermere 
called Sour Howes. Head ing north along it I 
climbed w ithout turning, did an avoiding turn 
past some clouds Jnd heJcled west agJin - using 
up the height just gained to get round the 
southern end ofThe Hundreds to tl1e west of 
Troutbeck village. The faster route cutting across 
the head of each finger W<JS firmly cut off by 
cloudbase at 2150ft; there was no <li t rnative but 
t round the southern end of each finger be ore 
heading for the next. 

This process led on to Nab Scar, part of 
Heron Pike ri sing almost straight out oi Rydal :> 
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FlYI NG UN DER THE RADAR 

> Water, which marks the beginning of a 
ne;nly continuous ridge running past Helvellyn 
on to Clough He;:~d 16km further north. 

The cloud concealed the upper 700ft of 
Helvellyn, so before covering the "!Okm to the 
next safety field, I wanted to ·check the locJI 
w ind direction. 

I had to assume that at today's operating 
height, the wind would be pulled round to flow 
;:~ long the valley. n 1e south-facing bowl at Seat 
Sandal is ideal for the check, which came out 
positive, and from 2300ft there, I headed for St 
John's in the Vale, gliding alongside the cloud­
capped Helvellyn. it was dramatic and 
atmospheric. 

For the first five kilometres from Seat Sandal' 
no height was lost as the wind must have been 
climbing up into cloud and out of the valley 
across the slopes to a greater extent than 
anticipated. However, as the valley widened 
out to the north, sink appeared so I made a 
bee-line for LJtrigg. 

That next 1 Okm section cost 1 OOOft, leading 
me to Latrigg 1OOft above the ridge. Not 
stopping, I passed straight on to Skiddaw. The 
only problem now wJs thJt it w<:~s drizzl ing 
and the cloud had descended to !800ft, 
leaving 1300ft of the mountain above totally 
unavailable to climb up. 

'Though not planned 
that way, and less than half· 
completed, for me my flight 

turned into a LO·HI-LO mission 
to remember' 

v\lith the cloud, drizzle and wind, I decided 
that I could not reach the next turning point 
(BTH) from such a low level and get back to 
any workable ridge. I also considered that 
going back past Helvellyn to get to Sedbergh 
would not work as the valley would be 
impassable north-to-south with the wind and 
cloud level I'd experienced. 

The sensible options were: dash to the 
second turning point and land thereabouts to 
complete half the tJsk; try and find a wJve slot 
in the lee of J big mountain, or call it a dJy 
s,1fely in one of our known local fields. 

n w 70km straight-line run from lngleton to 
Skiddaw had tilken exactly 57 minutes. Not a 
dramatic cross-country speed, except that 
cloudbase wJs low in the mountains Jnd there 
were no thermals. 

By now it was getting on for five hours after 
take-off. I decided Jgainst a final glide to the 
turning point and an unknown field and tried 
instead J tempting srnJII pJtch of sunl ight close 
up to the lee slope of Grisedale Pike. 

Was it rotor connecting to a wave slot? 
Could I climb up and through the cloud safely 
and then just head back to Carli sle? I gJve it a 
go, found the lift, but by now was too tired to 
make a sensible fist of it. 

A cup of tea at Peter House Farm in the fo lds 
between Cockup and Little Cockup north of 
Skiddaw seemed an infinitely better prospect 
than being brJve in the clouds among the 
mountains. I had landed at Peter House Farm 
before and knew the family there well - we 
hJve rented two cottages on their farm as our 
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(Above) Wave gap at Grog/in and (below) sun and ski-slopes above Appleby 

expedition accommodJtion for many years. 
After landing at 16:39 I was given not just a 

cup of tea but supper too; mJny thanks, 
Valerie! What a great way to end a great clay. 
Neil Moffat, one of the Carlisle week's 
organisers, and Eddie Stephenson kindly came 
to collect rne. Once back at my B&B in 
lrthington near to the airport, quite elated, I 
trotted round to the pub to tell the gathering 
whJl I had been up to. 

Never assume anything- I found out that 
Rod Witter was being celebrated (quite rightly, 
and I applaud) because he completed the task I 
had set, Jll 316km of it! How did he do that? I 
never saw him! Not being <1 ridge-nul like me, 
once he had clone the wave climb at Appleby, 
he quite sensibly stayed in wave and cool ly 
collected all the turning points from above 
cloud: ING, BTH, ING Jga in, and home! He 
did admit that he never saw his turning points 
though, which almost made me feel better. But 

the true lesson is thi s; do it to enjoy it. I did, 
and so d id he. 

Though not planned that way, Jnd less than 
hJif-completed, for me my flight turned into a 
LO-HI-LO mission to r·emember. 

There is much gliding fun to be had in north­
west England - w ith the right att itude, 
competent glider handling and suitable 
encouragement, th • required ski lls can be 
picked up with a bit of application. it doesn't 
need thousands of hours and is adclictively 
rewarding. I remain addicted and look \ _ 
forwar·d to more mountain gliding. ~ 

• Thomas started gliding rather young and still 
hasn't got over it. A true gliding nomad 
(having held full membership of six UK clubs 
and three Swedish), he is a founder member of 
Edensoaring and currently its secretary and 
treasurer. He owns and flies a Mosquito b and 
an Oly 463, 'Rudolph'. 
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AA rated security 
Competitive premiums 
No hull excess to pay 
Protected no claims discount 

h 11 aviation 

I insurance 
SIIVICIS ltd 

Established reputation and experience 
Specialist insurance s parting our sport 

The natural choice 

01765 690777 
hillaviation@btconnect.com 

www.hillaviation.com 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority Security ratings from Standard & Poor's 

www.REFINISH.biz 
Glider repairing & refinishing in Poland 

Great prices - Superb quality and service- BGA approved and insured workshop 

Refinishing 
The workshop in Poland has already completed nearly 
150 UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality 
finish and service with minimum hassle for our 
customers 

Open Class, Standard & 15/18m 
Complete Refinish in T35, Schwabellack or "2 Pack", 
All Mylar seals replaced, cockpit repainted, !Numbers 
and logos replaced, full weight and mass balance of 
control surfaces, minor surface damage filled, BGA 
CofA provided. The glider Gel coat is effectively 
returned to "as new" condition. 

We look after all the arrangements and can provide 
collection and delivery as required . 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services 

October - November 2008 

Repairs 
*** £400 cash back offer *** 

We provide a £400 cashback incentive for any major 
repair work carried out in 2008. 

We offer a full , no hassle glider repair service, including 
door to door collection and delivery from anywhere in 
the UK. We give fixed price quotes and realistic 
completion dates. We have done major repairs for 
several large UK clubs. 

*** Repair and Refinish service *** 
For gliders being repaired we can offer a very, very, 
very good deal on a complete refinish at the same time. 

Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford, Northants. NN6 6JJ 
Tel +44 (0)1858 575665 - paul@crabb.biz 
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LX avionics Ltd 
Distributor for: 

LX Navigation www.lxnavigation.si • Funk.v.·erk avionics GmhH www.tilser.de 
F/arm Technology www.flann.com 

www.lxavionics.co.uk for more information 

TRANSCEIVERS 

!!:!~kwerk ))) ,. ...... lfr,., .., 
ATA833 
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8.33kHz spacing 
Discount Price: 
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ATASOO 
Discount price: 
t789.00 

TRANSPONDERS 
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Discount price: 
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TAT 800A 

TRT BOOH 
for use up to 35,0001t 
Discount price: 
t1729.00 

for use up to 35,0001t 
Discount price: t1729.00 

***NEW*** 
Metal Hydride Glider/Light Aircraft Batteries 
for High Power and Lighter Power/Weight 

and longer life than lead acid - Now available ............. ,. ..... 
Wing Dollies 
From £269.00 

Due to cutrenf exchange rate 
IIOiatlllty please check the 
webslte for latest prices 

LX VARIOMETERS 
2008 RANGE 

LX8000 
With Flarm 
£4199.45 
Without 
Flarm 
£3649.00 

LX 7007 
Basic 
£2332.37 

. : : '1'1 
• _ .... --I 

LX 1600 
£1145.62 

LX Navigation 

LX 7007 
With Flarm 

£3519.12 
Without Flarm 

£2995.00 

LX·Nav 
£1527.50 

l'f1A not lnt:/udfltl 

LX 16 
Club 
£430.05 

LX 160Si 
.. ._ 

~ .. -: .'.:. :· .. 
r ', :_:.: • ;, •• 

£998.75 

2 Seater options available for all 
variometers except LX Nav and 
LX 1600 

INSTRUMENTS 
Winter Instruments 
Airspeeds, Altimeters, 
Compasses, Variometers, 
Slip balls and more . . . 
Form 1 or FAA Release 
included 

FLIGHT 
RECORDER 
Collbrl 114 
£659.00 

FLARM 
Swiss Flarm 
Now Available with IGC 

"Diamond" Level Approval 
PROMOTION PRICES: 
Basic model 
• SO card slot is standard 

(SD oft 11111 ""*'*"' 
• Logger (non - IGC) 

£549.00 
IGC model (all with 
calibration chart and 
SO Card) 
without ENL 
£649.00 
with ENL £749.00 

LX Red Box 
Flarm 

fl• 

• Without SO Card 
and Logger 
£529.00 

LXff rm • -

• With SO Card 
and Logger £575.00 
(non -IGC) 

., -·-... ·~ u "'I 1 

... . . 

LX Mini Box Flarm 
• Without SO Card 

and Logger £499.00 
• With SO Card 

and Logger £549.00 
(non -IGC) 

Colibrl 11S - Flann 
£1098.00 with 
standard display 
£1237.00 with 
graphic display 

www.lxavionics.co.uk • Prices shown In this advert include VAT 17.5% 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 E-mail: Johnd@lxavionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 
or your regular supplier Prices at www.lxavionics.co.uk Add p&p to all prices E and OE 
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DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND 

Preparing to compete 
f 

The Women's 
Development Group 
weekend was open 
to all competition 
pilots this year. Reg 

Watson took part to hone his 
flying skills with the experts 

O
VER the last iew years, the BGA 
Women's Development Group has run 
a very successful series of weekends, 

aimed at helping pi lots improve their cross­
country and competition flying skills. 

In April this year, th Yorksh ire Gliding Club 
at Sutton Rank hosted a Women's 
Development Group weekend, but in a 
departure from earlier events the weekend 
was oren to al l pi lots who have flown in a 
rated competition, regardless of gender. 

The vent was supported by current British 
team members and the BGA coaching 
operation. Particular emphasis was placed on 
tailoring the weekend to meet the needs of 
the course participants, which allowed the 
lecturers to address specific issues, regardless 
of the wide range of experience among the 
participating pilots. 

Sarah Kelrnan sta rted the bill I roll ing by 
covering competition tactics and training 
regimes. Her advice was most keenly sought 
on flying competition finishes. Regard less of 
flying experience, most of the audience 
wanted to know how to get the final glide 
right. 

Sarah also lectured on the golden ru les of 
fl ying in the blue, another aspect of 
competition fl ying which m<1ny in the 
audience had found difficult. Rule one is 
never ever start first. Rule two is never ever 
forget rule one ... 

lt was then Kay Draper's turn to deal w ith 
the subject of competition preparation. 
Competing successfully requires an enormous 
amount of preparation, not just of the obvious 
physical items such as the glider ilnd its 
associated equipment, but of the pi lot's ski lls 
and knowledge, and physiological and 
psychological well-being. 

The secret to good preparation, apparently, 
is making lists. Lists, lists and, in case that 
isn't enough, more lists ... 

Liz Sparrow then took to the stage to 
explain how to fly faster. This is an <~rea that 
all the course participants Wilnted to improve 
as the theoretically obvious techn ique of 
'stick forw<1 rcl ' wasn't working in practice. 

Unfortunately, rractice was not possible as 
a typically wet Apri l weekend kept the pilots 
grounded. However, Yorkshire CC's new flight 
simulator was put to good use as each pilot 
was sent on a short out-and-return task to 
demonstrate how much faster she or he could 

October - November 2008 

A wet (and snowy) April weekend kept the pilots grounded, but good use was made of Yorkshire GC"s new flight 

simulator. Pilot Kefly Teagle is shown on a short out-and-return task designed to show how much faster each pilot 

could fly by following the techniques put forward in a popular lecture by Liz Sparrow (Reg Watson) 

fly by fo llowing the techniques that Liz was 
espousing. Among the advice which Liz was 
handing out, the most paradoxical seemed to 
be thJt you e<1n often ily faster by going 
slower. 

Our thanks go to Dave La timer of YGC for 
manning the sim throughout the weekend. 

lames Ewence took the data logged from 
the simulator and used it to demonstrate how 
we cJn learn from post-flight ilnalysis to 
improve our cross-country speed on the 
next task. 

'The maths behind 
maximising your score on 

any given day requires a PhD 
to understand. If you don't 

have a PhD, just fly fast' 

In addit ion, it was his job to demystify the 
arcane art oi preparing for and flying the 
Assigned Area Task. 

The best piece of Jdvice was not to expect 
your iPaq to plan th AAT for you as Murphy's 
law will guarantee that it' ll go down just 
when vou need it most. Once vou're on task, 
alway; fly as far as you can int~l the first 
sector and always round the turnpoint low, 
regardless of wind direction. 

lt was then Rose )ohnson's turn to explain the 
maths behind maximising your score on any 
given day, which requires a PhD to understand. 
If you don't have a PhD, just fly fast. 

Rose was also able to put her medical 
background to good use, particularly on the 
issue of hydration. it's okay to drink coffee 
before you ily ... 

Ancl finall y, w ith the human machine finely 
tuned and the pilots' ski lls tightly honed, it 
was up to 1\1\ike Fox to tell us how to properly 
fettle our racing machines. lt all revolves 
around air. Keeping air out of places where 
you don't want it to go (control sea ling) and 
keeping it stuck to things you want it to stick 
to (aerofoi ls). 

li you'd like to improve your cross-country 
speeds and performance at competitions and 
learn more <~bout the topics above, then look 
out for the next Women's Development 
Group weekend (details on the BGA website). 
And please, don't be put off by the title - it's 
not just for girls. 

M any thanks Lo Liz Sp<~rrow for organising 
the weekend, Yorkshire Gliding Club for 
hosting it and the British team members 
and BGA coaching staff who gave their \ . 
time to make the event a success. ~ 

• Reg Watson flies from Sutton Bank, 
where he learned to fly four years ago. He 
gained Silver C two years ago and, as a 
relative newcomer to the sport, has flown a 
little more than 150 hours. Following the 
development weekend, Reg's competHion 
performance has seen a significant 
improvement in his task times. 
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THE WORLDS - RIETI 

Flying the flag at Rieti 
Rieti played host 
to the unflapped 
classes of this 
year's Worlds. 
Team captain 

Hugh Kindell sets the scene 

RIETIIies about 70km north of Rome in a 
valley in the Apennine mounta in r<Jnge. 
Directly to the east of the airfield is 

MountTerminillo (7270'asl ). The mountains 
line up rough ly in the NW-SW direction and 
provide a series of ridges in the lower regions 
<ts well as higher mountain r<tnges, Gran Sasso, 
behind Terrninillo. 

The arCJ is perfect for all the classic types of 
soaring, making it one of the best sites in 
Europe or even the worlcl. The distance from 
the Tyrennian Se<t coast to the AclriJti c Sea 
coast is on I)' about 200km in the Rieti Jre<J. 
This gives ri se to convergences, e<Jused b)' sea 
<Jir incursion later in the d<:Jy, along the 
Apennine ranges. In short, Rieti provides all 
the possible soaring conditions in magnificent 
mountain scenery. it is a site to truly challenge 
any competition pilot. 

Our team in Rieti for the Standard Class was 
Sarah Kelman, Leigh Wells, Rich,1rd Hood and 
Jay Rebbeck. The team for the Club Clnss wns 
Gill Spreckley, Gee Dale and Peter 1'vtasson. 

Another first for gliding wJs that the Lad ies 
\Norld champions were invited to fly in the 
30th wee. 

Our overa ll results were: 
Standard Class: Leigh Wells "lOth, RichJrcl 
Hood 11 th, jay Rebbeck 1 7th 
Club CIJss: Gee Dale 1Oth, Peter Masson 18th 
and Gill Spreckley 31st. 

However, let the pilots describe some of 
their most memorable flights, the 
highs and lows, during the competiti on. 

Gill SPRECKlEY: 

RIETI - a gliding M ecc<J for 
so many pilots. Unique due 

to its weather conditions, 
wonderful scenery, extremely 
friendly locals and endless 
pasta! Its soaring conditions Jre 
moulded by the Apennines and 

their situ<Jtion halfway clown the narrow ltCl li an 
mJinland. The task area is boarded to the vvest 
hy the Tyrennian Sea and to the eJst by the 
Adriatic . 

With 'normal ' Rieti weather and a south 
westerl y breeze, one can run the westerly 
faces well below the tops enrly in the day in 
ridge lift, and transition in the afternoon to the 
sea breeze convergence together with the 
largest ridge of the Gran Sasso to speed north. 
The f<1mous Rieti finJ I glide then brings one 
home along theValle Nerina, again runnin 
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G Dale and partner (Annie Laylee) with the Union Flag 
at the opening ceremony 

below the crests, topping up in the ridge lift. 
Needless to say that the weather for the 

World Championships was not normal, but we 
did have one c lassic Rieti day- Day 6, when 
Pete Masson achieved a blistering speed of 
118kph flying just as I have described. 

it requires a lot of guts but running low, 
choosing the right lines, spotti ng the energy 
. .. there is just no need to stop. it sounds eJ sy, 
but as the results show, getting it just right is by 
no means obvious CJ nd arriving just 200ft too 
low on <1 ridge can mea n long dela)•S. Add to 
that the difficulty of safe outlandings, the 
quickly-changing conditions, and the 'yoyo' 
results are easi ly explained. The master in Rieti, 
Giorgio Ga letto, was clay winner one day and 
the slowest finisher the next! 

As the results show, getting 
it just right is by no means 
obvious and arriving just 

200ft too low on a ridge can 
mean long delays' 

For me the most memorable place was the 
turnpoint of CJstelucc io ~quite unlike the rest 
of the task <J rea. The tiny hilltop vi iiJge was 
situ<Jted in a craterlike surround ing, completely 
devoid of trees or vegetation, with a sta rk shale 
covered mountain bounding one side up to 
8000ft. 

it w<Js like the moon with a ridge to help the 
gliders through. The valley fl oor was at 4500ft 
-arriving as low as 5000ft the ridge lift would 
propel one's glider quickly and smooth ly to 
cloudbase - day after clay. If the ridge fCJi lecl to 
work however, the 500ft lip of the crater has 
trapped many a disappointed glider pilot, 
resulting in a field landing. Luckily this was 
one of the few areas with good fields ... mainly 
due to the lack of trees! 

Pete Masson: 
·W O RLD Ch,lmpionships 

<Jiways begin a long time 
before the actual competition . 
For me, Rieti was going to be a 
new experience - my only 
fl ying in mounl<lins has been 
five davs flving in N w 

Zea land seven years ago a;1d a few fli ghts 
t<lking pupil s around the locnl ,1rea of Jaca in 
the Pyrenees. 

Whilst both were useful experiences, when 
it comes to competing in the mount<Jins, it 
suddenly becomes a totall y different gCJme. 

The first job was to try to get a view of the 
layout of the area and how it all worked. 

Over the winter, a few of us got together at 
Lasham. The Lasham simu lator was an 
immense help- using Si lent Wings and the 
Rieti scenery, we loaded up GPS files from the 
2007 Junior Worlds, and were able to go in the 
cockpit and see the landscape, JS w ell as how 
vJrious flights were conducted, <Jnd what the 
winners did. 

Jay, having flown a few competitions there 
before, was also able to provid us with useful 
insight into why decisions were probably being 
made, and why they went right or wrong. 

Plans were made for most of us to go out 
two weeks before the competition started -
one week for the officiJI practi ce, but we also 
wJntecl a little more time to look at the task 
<J rc: a, so we arranged to go to another, new 
gliding club in the south of the task area; 
Coriin io Gliding Club. 

Of course, piJns h<Jve a habit of drifting. I 
was asked to work on the recent Morrison's 
advert wh ich was due to be filmed on the day I 
was supposed to be driv ing out to Italy. 
Apparently Richard Harnmond wasn't able to 
plan around me! Supcrst<Jrs eh? 

Facing a month w ithout work and esca lating 
costs clue to the v<Jiue of the pound, I needed 
to take the job. So, my glider left without me 
(Dave, my crew, en rned ,,n extra turnip for 
that) and, thanks to easyjet's press office, I 
managed to book J very last-minute fli ght, was 
picked up from Rome and managed to miss 
only one day of fly ing. 

Corfinio has been set up by a handful of 
glider pilots. There's not much there - in fact, 
there's not much to suggest that it's a gliding 
club at all. Strictly speak ing, it's a field. There's 
J w indsock, and there arc some pi.Jsti c runway 
markers, and nea rby there's J 6000ft hill to 
launch on to to get started. No sign of any 
gliders other than our own, and certainly no 
clubhouse (a lthough we were able to 
improvise, thanks to the kind people at the 
next-door cinema). Even the tow plane had to 
be flown in each clay from Aquila, 50km away. 

Still , what more do you need? Our thanks go 
to Riccardo for setting this up. 

The setup Jt Corfinio was perfect to give us a 
better look Jt the southern end of the task ;,.-
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(Above left) The grid before launch (Above right) Brian and Gill Spreclc/ey m the circuit to land at Carfinio in their Duo Discus 
(Main picture) The sun sets on the last day over G s ASW-24. (All photographs by Pete Masson, www.glidingimages.com) 
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THE WORLDS- RIETI 

)'-- area. In fact, thanks to good weather, we 
got to look at most of the task area. 

After a week, we moved on to Rieti. The 
weather was taking a turn a little for the 
worse. Somehow, six pilots m<Jnagecl to 
damage their gliders in the l)f'CJClice period ­
most probably pushing a little harder than 
necessary. We took it rather easier. Rule I -
turn up on Day 1 with the glider intact! 

Almost predictably, the day of the opening 
ceremony was easily the best day so f<J r. The 
ceremony itself had its amusing moments ­
from the FAI flag being hoisted upside down, 
to a si ight mistranslation when the 
commen tator said that a local schoolgirl 's 
dance was "ver>' suggest ive". Then there was 
the "aerobatic" display by a K-21 ... 

The first day was like nothing I've 
experienced before. it was the first time in 
many years that I've felt like a real beginner. 
We found wave before the start and climbed 
to 9000ft. My first mistake of the competition 
was running much o( the first leg in wave 
when I shou ld have just dived strJight for the 
ridge line. 

Day 3 was frustrating - having had good 
flights, G and I both had what were perhaps 
unfortunate landouts on the final leg. The 
penalty for dropping below the tops of the 
hills on the last leg was harsh, although 
seemingly unavoidable. 

For me, Day 6's assigned area task was the 
high light. I ran the usual ridges to the south, 
topping up in a couple oi 6 knots. Crossing to 
the far side of the Fucino basin, I wJs getting 
below ridge top height, but pulled into 
another 6 knots which rapidly built to 8 knots. 
Getting up towards clouclbase, I moved on 
south, running a cloud street. Ran off the end 
by a few kilometres, then ran back down the 
same street and climbed Jt almost the same 
place - this time 8 knots bui lt to 10. 

HeJding north, I was torn, so headed 
between two options until the convergence 
line to the east of track became obvious. The 
next 1 OOkm were done with just five full turns 
- most ol them utterly unnecessary. Along the 
convergence to the Gran Sasso ("big rock"), 
run along that, jump across the gap to the 
Gorzano ridgeline. Run off the end and cross 
the gap to Monte Vettore. 

CleM the ridgeline before the plateau with 

just 350ft to spare (perhaps a little close, but 
there were two gliders below me!). Follow 
the enormous 45-degree ridgeline round in 
reasonJble lift, trying a couple of turns, and 
carryi ng on. 

it's J good area, so I turned back to see 
someone else turning well .. . 9 knots built to 
11 knots up to 11 ,OOOft. Then a glide into the 
fi nal area and a couple of top-up 6-knot 
climbs in the blue on the way home. The fact I 
was second for the day Wi1S inconsequential­
that was possibly the most fun I've had in a 
glider. Or without a glider for that matter! 
118 kph around 370km in an unballasted 
DC 1 01 ... unbelievab le! 

The first clay after the compulsory rest clay 
was like a less windy version of the first clay, 
with a mix of wave, th ermal and ridge Jgain. 
G was in his element pulling off another clay 
w in. The rest of the competition flew by. The 
last clay was a nail-biter. 

'The Italians have a cute little 
trick of running deep irrigation 
ditches all over the place, even 
in the crop fields. Plus wires -

lots of them' 
Having landed, I chatted with Matthias 

Sturm's better half whilst she nervously waited 
to sec if he had done enough to overturn the 
slim lead held by Killian Wallbrou (last yea r's 
Junior World's winner). Matthias was on final 
glide, and Killian needed to he back within 
five minutes to retain the lead. The difference 
was ·r 0, and Matthias took the crown, 11 
years after last being a medal winner in the 
Junior Europeans. 

The competition seemed to be characterised 
by very good pilots doing very well, and very 
badly on a rotation basis. More than once, I 
found myself turning back to take a cl imb 
because things just weren 't going as I'd 
predicted. The winners were clearly those that 
had avoided any big problems while 
performing highly consistently - vety much 
the obvious mountain pilots. 

As well as being a lot of fut\ the area was 
stunning to fly in. While, from a competitive 
viewpoint, I would rather have flown a flat 
IJnd competition, this was a great learning 
experience that I wouldn't have missecl! 

Pilots and crew (1-r) Neil Goudie. Sarah Kelman, Pete Masson. Annie Laylee, Richard Hood. Dave Greasley, G Dale, 

Jay Rebbeck, Leigh Wells. Luke Dale, Gilt Spreckley, Roger Partington. Hugh Kinde/1 and Jo Murdoch 
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G Dale: 

FIRST impression: a 
tremendous sense of 

responsibility - being selected 
for the tea rn is a rea l privil ege. 
My first time on the team as 
well .. . so go right through the 
whole outfit, airframe, 

avionics, trai l<:ir, car. Overhaul, renew, iet1le ­
spend money and time making sure 
everything works right. 

Second impression: the task area. We 
sta11ed by practising in Corfinio. Wow. Very 
interesting- mountains, valleys with floors at 
all sorts of different elevJtions. In most of the 
mountain flying I've clone (in NZ), the valley 
floors are at similar elevations- not in Italy. 
You can go around a corner halfway up a 
ridge and find yourself in a high va ll ey, 
surrounded by mountains with no easy way 
back out agai n. it's been done -landing out 
4000ft above the airfield. 

O utlanding possibilities? Many fields, most 
of them too sma ll, too sloped, too rough, deep 
in crop, or all of the above. The Italians have a 
cute little trick of running deep irrigation 
ditches all over the place, even in the crop 
fie lds. Plus wires - lots of them. At hest tri cky, 
at worst downright dangerous. Six gliders out 
by the end of day three, mostly impossible 
field landings. Nobody hurt. 

Third impression: this is the rea l deal. I've 
never been so nervous before flying as I was 
on the grid on day one. Not just the 
competition element, hut the soaring 
environment and the risks involved in tight 
gaggle flying in the mountains. Sure bea ts 
living in the nanny state and spending your 
time-wJtching the telly though . And winning 
the first day got rid of the nerves. 

Fourth impression : disaster, landout on the 
third day. Not so cocky now then. About half 
the field just got stuck. I had the classic 
mountain fl}' ing adven ture - marginal ridge 
soaring, fl y down a va lley to the only field I 
can reach (yep, really the only field, it 's on the 
map and in the computers) and, sure enough, 
it's not cu t. WJist-high barley here I come. 

At this point I rea lise that yes, I am mortal. 
Memo to self- he more careful , especiall y 
when it's just desperate on the ridges . 

Fifth impression: one moment that will stay 
with me forever. Before the start, shear wave 
about, I know people are looking for it but I 
ca n't find it. Wind up under a likely-looking 
cu, pull up and out the front and there they all 
are - about 60 gliders looking like a flock of 
seagulls and all a several thousand feet above 
me. Just fa ntastic to see all those pilots doing 
the right thin& in the right place at the right 
time. Not so great to be left behind. 

And what did I take away from it all ? 
Overall impressions? A couple of good days, a 
whole lot of difficult ones, a few frights and a 
respectable result. Back in one piece, which 
was my tJrget. But mai nly a sense of what a 
team effort it is. 

I could not hJve gone without the support 
from the BGA, mJnufacturers and other 
individuals. You know who you are -
thanks, we appreciate it. 
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Black Mounta~ins Gliding Club 
The UK's premier site for glider pilot development 

·:· Over 100 kilometres of 
local ridges 

·:· Longest average flight 
time of any UK gliding 
club 

•!· Ample fl ight time to 
perfect ridge, thermal and 
wave soanng skills 

·:• Full-time professional 
resident instructor 

·:· FREE Courses for 2008: 

Ab-initio, Bronze C, 
Ridge and Wave 
Soaring, Cross Country, 
81 or Ass Cat course 
preparation, Aerobatics, 
Instrument 
appreciation, 
Confidence-building 

·:· Specific courses arranged 
on request 

·:· Open 7 days a week from 
the beginnmg of March to 
the end of October 

·:· Expeditions welcome 

www.blackmountainsgliding.co.uk Tel: 01874 711463 (weekday mornings) 

October - November 2008 

Theidealpresentforany 
occasion! 

The Platypus Papers: 
Fifty Years of 

Powerless Pilotage 

"All soaring pilots should have this 
book on their shelves" 

- George Moffat 
"Like Schweppes, it fizzes the 

whole way through" 
- Derek Piggott 

"Don't read it in public unless you 
are willing to make a spectacle of 

yourself laughing out loud" 
- Dave All ison 

"The funniest book ever written" 
-Platypus 

BUY IT online at 
www.gliding.co.uk 
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15-METRE CLASS NATIONALS 

Rain doesn't stop play 
' ' IT'S THE 15-Metre at Hus Bos in July­

best pack the wellies, brolly and thank 
**** I'm not in a tent!" 

Some years ago there was a conscious 
decision to move a lithe major nationals awJy 
from June and have them in either julv or 
prefe~c~bly August clue to inclement w~alher ­
just think of Wimbledon week. 

Well , this competition suffered from one of 
the wettest weeks we've h<td but incredibly we 
managed five d<tys. I WJS unlucky enough to 
direct and task set a 1 S-Metre Nationals at 
Syerston some years ago in very similar 
conditions so rny heJrt went out to the 
organisation for the cJrnage about to unfold. 

The competition had a strong field w ith ·13 
pilots who h;xJ represented their countries in 
either Europe<tn or World Championships (plus 
four from the junior team past and present' and 
one from the IJdies' learn). 

The old adage of "just because people got 
back doesn't mean the task was possible" 
never rang truer. 

Day 1 St Neots - Rutland Water (150km) 
Saturday started off wetter than a fish's wet bits 
but Hugh Brooks, weather guru for the 
competition, was convinced that a reasonJble 
window of opportunity was possible. lt was, 
and a small 150km tJsk was set. 

The flying wind was 22kts ;;~nd l.1ter, near 
some shower~, 27kts was seen. The windy 
we;;~ther was a prelude of things to come over 
the week ahead. I can't· really say what 
happened that day as I set off late, had a torrid 
lime, got on to glide, tried something to get 
home quicker ancll,mded out (well started the 
iron horse). 

The early starters had sorn good climbs 
and, just around the Rull<tnd Water area, 
hooked a mini convergence line and came 
home. How 'ver; there was a sting in the tail. 
Heavy sink, I guess from the outflow of the 
convergence, chomped away at glide margins 
w ith a few having a harrowing glide in or 
landing just short. 

Eric Heinonen, the Finnish contingent 
undertaking his first ilight in his brand new 
ASG 29, landed just short in a rape field and 
did some damage to his undercarriage. 

Andy Hall was not so lucky, he crashed 
short and suffered a broken ankle and bad 
back. Hopefully he is now fully on the mend. 

Day 2 Oxford East - Oundle (210km) 
A day of showers and strong w ind would make 
this task ' interesting'. Conditions over the start 
ilrea were excellent, but it was getting l,1te Jnd 
we really needed to go. The problem was that a 
shower had just passed north of NorthJmpton 
causing a dead area immediiltely on track. 
1V\ost went left, downwind and eventually went 
viJ Bedford to the first TP Oxiord. 

Paul Fritche and myself went right and had a 
good climb at Rugby, breJking off due to 
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Gary Stingemore reports on a 15-Metre Nationals 
that managed five days in spite of the rain, but which 
was marred by broken bones and broken gliders 

Cilristophe Ruch, who took third place in the 75-metre Nationals 

airspace Jnd then setting off right oi track, but 
into the wind. Things improved around the 
Oxford area and I was fi rst round. I then had an 
easy time going downwind, on track to Milton 
Keynes. This is where it got difficult again. On 
track wasn't soar able. With a large shower over 
North;;~mpton, and with no sun on the ground, I 
decided to go right and get round via an 
eastern route ending up al Caxton Gibbet! 

The guys who were later found the gloom 
had broken and it WJS possible to stay on 
track-ish, but sti ll nothing special. 

'Gaggles quickly formed 
low down, eventually splitting 

with broken thermals with 
some faring better 

than others' 

My last hope was a huge biJck area that 
looked good but uniortunately I didn't 
connect. I'm sure a climb was there and, 
w ithout a doubt, should have hunted harder. I 
set off into the blue fu lly expecting someth ing 
to pop but it didn't. 

Out came the iron horse at the last TP. Ancly 
Davis and Paul Crabb, who had both come a 
more direct route, managed a climb near 
Wittering zmd got back -Andy winning the 
day. Interesti ngly, Andy took a cloud climb, 
Paul didn't and was first back by I 0 minutes. 

Day 3 Oakington - SackviJie - Upwood 
(193km) 
Another windy cb y with better prospects to the 
east. Cat vs mouse at the start mmnt most set 
off late and low. Gaggles quickly formed low 

down, eventual ly splitting with broken 
therrnals w ith some faring better than others. 

Going into the first turn, those ahead missed 
the street that had drifted into play and by the 
time I had turned I had caught up and 
overtaken those I had started with. 

We ran down the street point ing directly at 
Sackville, went through some heavy rain and 
c limbed a few kms on in about 3kts back up to 
cloudbase. Tim Scott, who was well below, 
climbed awc1y from about 1 ,OOOft in the same 
thermal. Around the turn, but then couldn't 
connect. Eventually, from about 800ft, myself 
and team France hooked the best climb of the 
clay- <r solid, smooth 5kts up cloudbase (with 
a 22kt wind, st~c~nge?). 

Round the next turn then another dreaded 
storm. Sti ll w ith Louis Bouderl ique and 
Christophe Ruch, we ran at base, horizon Jt 
the ready but alas I couldn't find a climb that 
would tak me home. Tim, however, in a 
slightly different areil did and climbed to 
7,000ft with a comfortable glide in. 

Down to 500ft south of Corby I raised the 
iron horse, but it didn't start. Gave it a kick but 
still nothing- I proceeded to do the most 
Jppalling circuit into a small into-wind field 
w ith a 35-degree incl ine with the engine oul. 

I then walked the wrong way, which took an 
hour, subsequently discovering th<Jt 150 yJrds 
in the opposite direction, over the hil l, was the 
farmhouse. O h how I laughed .. 

Day 4 Brill - Ketterlng (156km) 
The day of the convergence 
Guess what? lt was w indy and looked dreadful 
on launching. The organisation had considered 
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an airborne s rub. Most managed to get up 
into the start sector , nd leave at the start 
height. Not a day to hang around and those 
that launched first used it to great effect by 
stilrting as soon as the gCJte opened. 

First climbs at Northampton, most people 
climbing away well below 2,000ft. O n the 
horizon was a convergence that gave hope. 
We climbed near Milton Keynes and then ran 
a 20km line in-and-out directly to the turn. 
Most people on 130.4, some in cloud, but 
nearly all going hec1d-to-head with closing 
speeds of 200kts ... cool. 

These mny be rubbish days, but a run like 
that will st ick in the memory for ymrs to 
come. 

Chris Starkey, the first to stJrt, used the line 
at its best and managed to get back. The rest of 
us didn't fare so well. Again I stayed with the 
COnditions, going downwind and clWdY from 
the turn. it be ame another war of Jttrition, 
with n low-level existence over East Anglia 
w ith no fields and it was gel"ting a little 
tedious. This time the iron horse had its lump 
of sugar a ne! brought me home. 

Day 5 Ban bury - Corby - Didcot -
Thrapston (343km) 
A renl day at last. Already looking good at 
briefing, a disappointing 300km set, a r brief 
later at the grid <md fell iorward to 340km. 

it was a poser whJt time to stJrl. M y initial 
thoughts were <~round 2pm. SpreJclout, 
however, changed my mind. A street hJd 
formed towards Bnnbury I set off at 1 2.56. 

Approaching the first thermal, there were 
the French and Andy - excellent company. M y 
mistake was I was too heavy, still Jt max 
weight. I think the 1 5-Metre ASG 29 in only 
reasonable conditions doesn't warrcHlt il. 

After Banbury I tried a different wJy running 
towards Corby, which didn't really work, met 
with Andy again but the French had c1bout 
1 ,OOOft on us. Ran down to Oxford after I 
couldn't climb. The penny dropped and I 
dumped a couple of barrels and hc1d a much 
better time. 

Good climbs near Didcot, Oxford and 
Northampton kept me in the game. Near 
Corby I saw the Fr nch again, still about a 
1 OOOft c1bove. In the next thermal I climbed 
with Ancly, who I hc1dn't seen for two hours, 
and we had cl straightforward run home. Chris 
Starkey won again, starting about 20 minutes 
after us and having no major problems finding 
climbs when he needed tu. 

So it was all over, with Louis winning, Ancly 
oming second clncl Christophe third. 

Incidentally, three out of the top five did no 
cloud flying. The French team flew extremely 
well, and Louis seems to have improved even 
more than when he was first in the Standards 
at Bicester two years ago. 

The week was marred by broken bones, 
broken gliders with a very lucky pilot 
uninjured upside down in trees. I'm not sure 
what the answer is (do the basics right <~nd ' fl y 
the aircraft' would be a good start) but if it 
doesn't stop soon, the repairers will get even 
richer, and we will be loaded heavily on \ , 
our insurance for I lying competitions. ~ 

October - November 2008 

OPEN CLASS NATIONALS 

Engines becoming 
part of Open Class 
life for many pilots 

AVING agreed Lo write a nationals 
report in an unguarded moment, I iincl 
myself at Tibenham ready to go w ith 

only the small matter of c1 dreadful forecast to 
contend with ... 

Day 1, Saturday 5 July 
Overcast with rc1in during briefing. Don wc1s 
not optimistic about the weather - the forecast 
was brisk winds Jnd possible showers - but 
had set a two-hour AAT; 158km/240km. 

In rain, we grudgingly gridded. Suddenly a 
launch looked likely - too suddenly for 374 
(AI 1 unn), whose batteries and parachute 
were in his Cill', with his crew. In Norwich. He 
jo ined the rest of us in surprising! good 
conditions, with cloudbase rCJching SOOOft 
and strong climbs mitigJting the 20-25kt 
winds. 

Not J greJt start for 461 - earwigs depriving 
us of ASI, elec vMio and sometimes mcch 
vario. The trouble with AATs is you c<~n 't 
follow someone w hen you're out of ideas. An 
unexpected and welcome start to the comp. 
(The wx not the bugs) 

Day winner WJS Kim Tipple (176) achieving 
'120krn/h. Second was taken by Steve )ones 
(1 1 0) and third Richard Smith (970). 

Sunday 6 July 
Grey, w indy, forecast c loud and rain. Before 
briefing, a gap opened in the overcJst nncl 
convection was obvious- the question Wils 

how much would the c louds develop? A 

Dave Byass reports from 
Tibenham, where outlanding 
prospects were dire 

202krn racing task wJs set up and clown the 
w ind to take c1clvantage of any usJble wx. 

In the strengthening wind, ASH25 FWW 
sailed along the runway with its cover 
flapping like some old square-rigger; saved by 
John Tanner. the hum<Jn chock. 

In the streets, progress cou ld be mc1de into 
the breeze but the question of rain remained. 
As the start line opened,, bell of rain was 
obviously barring the way to the first turnpoint 
- 20km down track it became clear that there 
was no way through, with unsoarahle 
conditions on th · other side. AI most the 
who le grid returned, one glider landing at 
Rattlesden, the first TP. 

A non-contest clay. with no one pastY. 

Monday 7 July 
Wc1s no-hoper, no task set. 

Day 2, Tuesday 8 July 
Again - grey, wet and windy. Set a three-hour 
AAT; 144km/300km. Owing to rain-delayed 
prep<~rations, mJny of the gliders ended up on 
the back of the grid. 

Launching commenced in a strong south­
westerly which worsened markedly JS <1 

shower passed to the west, halting IJunching. 
This put Don in a difficult position, since <ill > 
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OPEN CLASS NATIONALS 

)!-- of those on the ground were off the back of 
the grid and ther·eiore he should be opening 
the st<Jrt line on s hedul . 

He pragmatica lly held the start for sporting 
reasons and, when conditions did not 
improve, he reca lled those who were airborne. 

Rebriefcd for a two-hour task, we 
rclaunched at about 1530 into tricky 
conditions with large gaps around the DZ 
causing many relights. Of those that got away, 
most either landed out or used engines, but a 
brace of Nimbus 3s got round; AI Nunn (374) 
and lan Ashdown (148). Although the clay was 
devalued, this left AI Nunn in overall first 
position, with lan climbing to third behind 
Steve )ones. 

The forecast was for dreadful weather the 
next day ... 

Wednesday 9 July 
... lt was correct. 

Day 3, Thursday 10 July 
A better forecast saw us set a three-hour AAT 
mostly to the West; 213km/350km. Launched 
into good air, although sti ll windy. lt wasn't 
obvious whether it was drying or showers 
would cl velop, giving a wide range of start 
times. 

lt was easy to get low, and the wind made it 
difficult to get high again. (Thanks John Tanner 
for the climb after start). A long period low at 

ambridge in the fir t sector was rath "r 
unhelpful, <lnd the wasted time meant that the 
rest of the tJsk would be not much more than 
min. distance. 

lt felt like one of those days where if you 
were high you had a great fl ight and if you got 
low you stayed there, and this was confirmed 
by a happy and smiling lan Ashdown as I 
parked the glider. Pete Harvey was first, Steve 
)ones second and lan again in the top three. 
Six gliders did not complete the tilsk (five 
technical outlanclings and one real), most 
noteworthy was poor Kim1ipplc, disastrously 
affecting his overall position. 

This led to changes at the top, with Steve 
)ones now first, lan Ashdown up to second 
place and Pete Harvey third overall. 

Day 4, Friday 11 July 
Started as usual with grey skies, a strong 
breeze and the pilot and crew of 374 
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rebuilding an item of equipment. Showers and 
Cbs forecast with 20kt winds. A 2:30 AAT 
176km/290km was set North/South to al low 
for showers. 

Some over-development saw most people 
staying close to the start zone- everyone was 
away within 25 minutes of the line opening. A 
big shower covered most of the first area and 
had gener<Jted J huge unsoarable hole. There 
were two ways to attack this and the resul ts 
record that one of them was the wrong one. 

Four gliders diverted well to the west of the 
zone and ra n in from there and the rest skirted 
the just-working upwind edge of the shower to 
find that the route to the edge of the sector 
woulci sti ll involve a long run through the rain. 

The m.J.X distance Jchieved by an outlander 
was B7km while the finishers covered 200-
220km, ie if you got round here you should 
get round the task. 

'A big shower had generated a 
huge unsoarable hole. There 

were two ways to attack this and 
the results record that one of 

them was the wrong one' 

it's probably true that ii an AAT is being set 
primarily to deal w ith showers, it is worth 
making the areJ big enough that even a large 
shower won't take out too much of the area, 
notwithstanding the fact that four people 
proved they could hack it anyway. 

First was lan Ashdown - his third 
consecutive top three position - fol lowed by 
Steve Jones with Angus Watson third. Overa ll : 
stil l )ones, Ashdown, Harvey. 

Saturday 12 July 
Much rain last night, I "ading to a clank 
morning. Previous optimism for today has 
lessened, with a trough line due overh ad at 
1200z. onvection is possible. it's a 2:30 AAT 
150krn/349km. 

Eventually Don scrubs, although the day is 
not wasted as a BBMF Spitfire is persuaded to 
make a sma ll detour to pay us a visit in the 
evening. Tomorrow looks more promising ... 

Day 5, Sunday 13 July 
. .. but in the morning, Jlthough dry and with 
light wind, there is a tongue of heavy medium 
level c loud running from the Wash. A racing 

Refinish@ZSJezow 
Composite Refinishing 
Book for Winter 08/09 

CPWest 0 1432 851886 

task is set; 320km double-shuffle West-East. 
The cl imbs aren't strong but there are 

enough that you can remain at the 2300ft 
cloudbase. As conditions suddenly deteriorate 
at Tibenham a low start is snatched, 
immediately getting low and staying there. 

The first hour and a half is spent grovell ing 
along, often be!ow 1 OOOft, and it must be sa id 
that the Jlmost total absence of outlanding 
options is distracting. Slow progress, then a 
cl imb away from low clown at Cambridge 
peJks Jt 7kts and goes Jll the way up to 
4100ft. 

Racing towards Potton, good conditions 
spread West and North - uniortunJtely, we're 
heading bJck east so are soon back in bad ai r. 
TP3 gets us brieily back into the good weather 
before turning agJin towards Noriolk. Mter 
SOkm spent 600ft below glide it looks grim 
ahead, a diversion to a bit of sun at 1:3ury St 
Eclmunds yields a weak climb to I 600ft. Not 
enough to get home and we would get to the 
next clouds very low <J ncl in a poor landing 
area. 

Another visit to Rougham and aerotow 
retrieve .. . six gliders iinished, the rest 
managed between 1 BO and 300km. 

Steve Jones was first, one point ahead of 
P te Harvey, then Kim1ipple. They achieved 
102.4, 102 .3 and 91 km/h. Awesome. 

So - the overall top five: Open Class 
champion 2008 is Steve )ones; second place 
after an impressively consistent week is lan 
Ashdown, then Pere Harvey. Fourth place, in il 
triumph of determination over disorganisation, 
is AI Nunn and in fifth is Davicl Findon. Well 
done al l. 

Final thoughts< Eleven of the 16 entries had 
engines, a f.:~ct of Open Class life, and 
outlanding prospects w •re dire. I believe that 
in these conditions decisions are affected by 
having an engine - it would have changed 
sorne of rn ine. While in no way suggesting that 
the overal l results were affected (two oi the top 
fiv were pure gliders) J comp in this part of 
the country would be better run at a different 
time of year. (No slight intended to NG who 
don't get to choose.) 

Thanks to NG , and all others for a wel l­
run and gentlemanly comp; final words from 
Ralph jones at prizegiving " ... competition 
flying's not supposed to be fun" . Mayb ,• \ . 
so, but nevertheles quite a lot of it was. ~ 

CPWest 
Sailplane Repairs & Maintenance 

BGA & LAA Inspector 
German Qualified Composites Repairer 

01432 851886 
and 

Sailplane & Gliding 



fly the Vale of York 

• Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • Winch • Expeditions welcome 
• Fleet: 2 x K13, Acro 3 and DG505, 2 seaters, Astir, Junior and KB single seaters • Motor glider for faster glider 
training • Approved site for glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day 
operation • 1-5 day courses available • Fixed price to solo £1,300.00 (aerotow, motorglider and winch) York Gliding 

Centre Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 Fax: 01904 738109 email: office@yorkglidingcentre.co.uk www.yorkglidingcentre.co.uk 
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JAXIDA condensation free 
all-weather covers 

Now even better covers ... 
-New developed strong and light 

material, with UV-coating 
- Self-polishing action in the wind 
- Extend the lifetime of your gel coat 

October - November 2008 

www.jaxida.com UK Agents 

SOFfiE 
PARACHUTES 

• Customised to fit your 
glider at no extra cost 
(ASG29, Nimbus4T etc ) 

• ltimate comfort 

• Wide range of colours 

• Removable, washable 
cotton sweat pad 

• ID your chute and bag 

• Canopy for weights up 
to 180lbs or 240lhs 

• Slow descent, steerable 

• 20 year canopy life 

Full details & prices 
parasential@ hotmail.co.uk 

01256 381 689 
07752 419 445 
Marjorie Hobby 
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COMPETITION ENTERPRISE 

An uncoventional 
style of competing 

Lindsay Mclane reports from Competition 
Enterprise, where the aim of the task setter is 
to encourage and reward enterprising flying 

IT WAS with some trepidation that I hitched 
up to my glider trailer at Sutlon Bank, my 
gliding 'hom ' for over 40 years, and set 

forth for the completely uncharted territory, to 
me, of North Hill. 

Life is suffic iently competitive \Vithout 
making one's hobby competi tive as w ell, so 
why on earth was I doing thi s? I have no great 
love affair w ith competitions. 

They invo lve being marshalled into rows 
on the ground, ordered when to take ofi, told 
when you can st-cu'l and then mindlessly 
hurtling yourself a ross the ·ountryside, 
completely ignoring the beauty of nature that 
surrounds you, going round some tortured 
course and aiming to turn round such exciting 
pi, as motorway junctions. 

The quicker you do all th is and the less time 
you spend in the air, the more points you get 
and the beller your chances of winning! 

However, Competition Enterprise, 
originating at North Hill and now in it 5th 
year, is different. lt was set up by Phi lip Wills 
and run by John Fielden for many years, as an 
antidot to the ever-increasing burden of rules 
which surround and constr,lin gliding, and in 
particular, competition fl ying. 

Its aim is to ho ld fa.st to libertari iln principles 
which al low for greater individual freedom, 
yet where one also accepts greater 
responsibili ty. The ,1im of the task setters is to 
encourage and rew;ml enterprising fl ying, 
which makes the best possible use of the 

v<:J ilable conditions. 
ldeJ IIy the pilo t who wins the day w ill have 

decided himself w hen to take off, w ill have 
tiptoed away on the first thermal o f the day, 
soared high Jnoss the English countryside into 
f<J r flung and beaut iful places, coming 

Alter a field landing, Mike Rogers, crew and Rod 
Hawley watch the helpful (but gun-toting!) farmer 's son 
expertly extract the Duo Discus 494 trailer from a very 
muddy track to a good field (Mike Greenwood) 
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whispering home just as the evening fades. O r 
our intrepid Enterpri se pilot may choose to 
land in some romantic far Jway place, such as 
France, where Enterprise pilots have gone 
before. We arc advised to take our passports! 

So my hopes were that Ente1prise would 
stretch my horizons, take me out of my 
comfort zone and allow me to s e more of the 
beJutifu l English countryside, which is our 
ri ch inheritance. 

The weather was not part icularly kind to us, 
this my third year at Enterprise. T11ere was a 
massive low sitti ng o ff S\JV Ireland, moving 
only slowly across the British Isles due to 
blocking high pressure on the Continent. 

The Met Office commented that the general 
synopsis was more akin to an autumn 
situation than a summer one. Nevertheless we 
managed to fl y on iive days out o f eight. 

'Our intrepid Enterprise pilot 
may choose to land in some 

romantic far away place, such as 
France, where Enterprise pilots 

have gone before' 

lt is doubtful that il conventional 
competit ion, constrained by minimum 
cloudbase and held starts, would have flown 
on more than one day. Enterprise gave me 
more than 18 hours of flying, whereas I doubt 
that in a conventiona l comp I would have 
managed more than two or three. 

At the opening briefing we were given a 
very warm w elcome by John Burrow, North 
Hill CFI and competition director. Ron Johns 
>ave us il fascinati ng talk with insights into the 
se, breeze fronts and convergences frequently 
found on the Devon/Corn ish peninsular and 
which make this Jre<J so interesting and 
different. 

M onday gilve us our first competit ion day. 
Low scudding cloud driven by a fresh westerly 
wind, but with a scattering of showers, 
nevertheless did allow for occasional 
clearances, w hich were just soarable. The task 
\vas to go as far as possible, w ith extra points 
being awarded for crossing the north coast or 
the south coast and for getting bJck. 

Ron )ohns proved that he knew what he 
was talki ng about by using his locill 
knowledge and a sea breeze convergence to 
w in the clay. Nick Gilunt came second by 
achieving 41 km in 3.5 hours! He ridge soared 

View from Andrew Reid's Ventus b'T: 971, of Mike and 
Barbara Fairclough 's vintage Cub tug G-WX YZ 

all the way to the south coast going out over 
the sea at a height of 300ft! 

The ILS centre line into Exeter <J irpo rt, w hich 
is surprisingly busy, crosses the ridge. On three 
occasions he was just managing to w ork a 
very weak thermal to gain a respectable height 
above the ground, on ly to be asked hy Exeter 
ATC to move out of the wayl 

I have often thought thil l N ick must have 
read too many Biggl books w hen he was 
younger. Indeed, it is surprising that the fun 
po lice have not had w ords w ith him about his 
adrenal in enriched flying. 

Nick was awarded the Soggy Book prize, a 
delightfu l children's book kindly donated to 
the pilot coming sc'Cond each day by Ron 
johns, the pub li her. 

M y memories of the day were fl ying over 
the sea for more than 6km along a 
onvergence on the north coast, struggling 

between high ground and a low cloudbase 
and noting the SLOW sign on a road as it 
passed beneath me. 

Eventually I ended up low on a ridge, w hich 
after a whi le, stopped working. I fumbled a 
very late turbo start and made a graceless 
landing into a rather unsui table field. 
Fortun<Jtely my vice-l ike grip on the wheel 
brJke held <Jnd just stopped me trundling 
slowly down the hill into the hedge at the 
bottom. My first field land ing for more than a 
quarter of a century and after I had prom ised 
my gallant ,md cheerful crew they wou ld not 
need to retrieve me, because I had a turbo! 

O n the next day )ustin Wills turned 
Sa lisbury Cilthedral in his brand spanking 
new, straight from the factory, beauti ful 
An tares 18, but fai led to make it back. Having 
never seen Salisbury Cathedra l either from the 
Jir or the ground, one of my ambitions this 
week was to sec this fabulous icon of England. 
The day was won by )on Wand, who ended 
up in a field after his engine also fa iled to start. 

· This reinforced the point that tha t engines 
don't always start when you need them. He 
also mentioned that it's a good icleil to give 
one's crew the car keys before you set off! 

The next day produced improving weather, 
although the ground h<Jd much dry ing out to 
do. A polygon with alternative turning points 
was set. 

A group of the local p ilo ts set o ff to soar the 
Quantocks and Mendip hills but found the 
Somerset Levels waterlogged and challenging 
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The beauty of Competition Enterprise is that you can 
choose where you go (Simon Leeson) 

<Jnd, I believe, were rained out of the sky. 
After o very close shave near Tiverton I 

found a decent thermal and w,1s jo ined by a 
Duo Discus who made li fe more interesting 
by triggering my Flarm from time to time. We 
flew together for quite a while until he 
outclimbed me most convincingly in J 

thern1<1l, leaving me wa llowing way behind. 
I lost sight of him in the advancing wall of 

rain, went round my into-wind turning point 
in drizzle and hewdecl for <.1 cloud which 
rmgically gave a climb insidE• to 3700ft, ,1 

seemingly incredible ht•ight! 
This allowed me to run downwind away 

from the advancing rain and chase the 
window of better weather. A strong tai lw ind 
helped me to cover the ground but the 
cloudbasc grJdually came down to 1 700ft. 

H<.wing resolved to stort my turbo at 
minimum of 800ft above the ground, the flight 
was brought to a conclusion when I reached 
the New Forest and landing fields seemed less 
than plentiful. To my surprise this flight, which 
had lasted for well over five hours, had won 
the clay. 

On Friday a cold front came through mid­
afternoon and launching did not start until 
quite late in the clay. Stupidly I fell into a hole 
and had to use my turbo to avoid a field 
landing, return to North H ill and rest;:ut. 

Having learnt my lesson, the l:lllnton area 

Marc Corrance pensively waiting at the front of the 
grid at Competition Enterprise (Ben Watkins) 

was avoided on the second flight which 
ended up in cloud, c limbing to 7900ft . Cloud 
climbs <lfe for romant ics. Your world shrinks to 
this tiny cockpit w ith intense concentration 
and where time seems to stand still. Then 
suddenly one bursts out of the cloud, blinking 
in the dazzling light reflected from its 
towering wh ite battlements, wnd the ent ire 
world lies before your feet! 

The slush soon melted off my wings and my 
c loutl had enabled me to fin<J l glide as fwr 
West as I dJre, before turning East to land 
back at North Hill. 

I was now in the lewd but w ith Rclll Johns 
very c lose, with on ly 29 points behind. 
Clearly for someone who c laims not to be 
competitive, this was embarrassing for me. 

The final day dawned, the best day of the 
comp with a cloudbase of 4000ft. Conditions 
were like the curate's egg, good hut only in 
parts, so the same task was set a rain hut with 
a Spm cut-off. Having gone as fa r west as I 
could m.:mage, I turned downwind, making 
steady r rogress but very mindful of the need 
to return by Spm. 

I now faced the romantics' dilemma. I had 
been fairly c lose to Salisbury Cwtheclrwl when 
reaching the r'lew Forest but now the 
Cathedral was a mere 30km away str;:~ ight 
downwind. However, if I went to Sal isbury, I 
judged the chances of getting back by Spm 

Thermalling off the end of the North Hill runway just 
before setting off on task (Mike Greenwood) 

were zilch. Should I turn my back on 
Constable's gem and go garnering grubby 
competition points, which might just win me 
the competition? 

The competitive element is insidious <J ncl, to 
my shame, I headed back towards North Hi 11. 
Eighty kilometres in two hours doesn't sound 
like much of il challenge, but there was quite 
a strong w ind and lift was scarce. M y 
intention WilS to stay <JS high as possible and 
work my w <Jy back near the south coast, 
where I thought there was the best chance of 
sea air triggering therma ls. Finally some good 
li ft was found near Honiton and the fin ish line 
crossed at close to vnc and with seconds to 
spare. This flight won the clay ilnd secured the 
competition. 

I had learnt a lot. not just about gliding, 
from experts like justin Wills, N ick Gaunt. ]on 
Hart, Bill Payton ancl Ron johns, to name but 
a few, but about myself as well . Thank you 
North H ill Jnd l look forward to Enterprise 
next year at the Midland GC, Long M ynd, \ . 
4-1 1 July 2009. Why not join us there? ~ 

• lindsay is a life member of the Yorkshire 
Gliding Club where he obtained his Silver C in 
1967. He has all three diamonds with 1400 
hours gliding and flies a Ventus BT, Lima Mike. 
He Aies the tugs and Super Falke and usually 
arrives at the club flying one of his autogyros. 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.cairaviation.co.uk for details of this 

new exciting variometer system from the same stable as the 
ubiquitous XK 10 Vario System, now available from stock 

from'· ~ 
~lr ~ ' . 

. 
OTTFUR CW300 LONG LIFE RELEASE <LEVER BOX VARtO 

Aviation Ltd . 
"You can bank on us" I . 

£239 £299 
+ New Instruments with Form 1: Winter 1.5 turn 80mm ASI' s 0.160kts, 0.200kts £189.90, Winter 57 mm Altimeter £409, Winter Voriometers with flask 57 mm or 80mm £262, Airpath panel 

mount compass FAA released £98. + New Instruments: GDt miniature turn end slips £269, 80mm altimeters 0.20,000' £139, PZL Altimeter £109, Mini Accelerometer £149. 
+ Surplus Tested Instruments: Ferranti Horizons with new Solid State Inverters Mk 6£329, Mk 14£389, Mk 32£.449, 80mm T/S £114, New Solid State Inverters 12·1ADC in 115v 400hz out., 

12·1AV DC in 26-28V DC out £129, Smith Mk 20 0.35,000' sensitive ol~meters with test report £120, accelerometers £99. + Radio: Delcom 960 Panel Mount £249, Electret Boom Mics £34, 
Delcom 960 DC Adaptor £25, Speakers/Mics £21 , Panel Mount Castings £21,960 BaHery £39. + BGA Approved "Ottfur'' Releases: New Original OM Series £199, CW Series long life alternative 
for modern gliders- Nose CWAOO series £179, C of G CW300 Series £239, Exchange OM Series £119, CW Series £99, Spring kits available all series." Ottfur" launch safety weak link carrier. £9.50. 

CAIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Fumace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RH19 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e-mail: calin@cairaviation.co.uk www.cairaviation.co.uk 
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Magnificent Scenery and Unique Wildlife 

No jet lag- Same lime Zone 
as Central Europe 

Conveni nt overnight flights 
to Cape Town &: Johannesburg 

Friendly Club Atmosphere 
Good airfield facilities 

World Class Guest Houses 
within 4km's of lhe airfield 

Ideal cross country environment 
Strong thermals, high cloud bases 

and safe outlanding conditions 

Excellent fleet of well equipped gliders 

Daily Met Briefings 
Task Planning and Guidance 

New for 2008/9 Season Advanced Cross 
Country Training 

Comprehensive post flight analysis 

- roi.IDIJIG rnr" DlfYU&fiC"' 

Soaring Safaris ,._ -www.soaring-safaris.com 
info@soaring-safaris.com 

Dick Bradley : +XI 83 280 1028 
lain Baker +44717 613 4999 

NORTH YORKSHIRE SAILPLANES r I n115 
email: derelcnysailplanes@surfree.co.uk .).!...:.::1' 

FULL REPAIR SERVICES FOR COMPOSITE AIRCRAFT. 

NEW EASA CofA and AIRWORTHINESS REV!EW CERTIFICATES, 
COMPLETE INSTRUMENT PANEL FITTING SERVICE, 

DETAILED WEIGHINGS, WINGLETS, REFINISHING, 
ETC., ETC. 

TEL: 01845 577341 MOBILE: 07711 889 245 FAX: 01845 577646 
Unit M, Alanbrooke Industrial Park, Topcliffe, Thirsk, North Yorkshire Y07 3SE 

'<:'k . "If's /1 e gomg 
SKYLAUNCHuk.co~a up on Rails" 

Please contact for latest 2 part 
Winches, Information and Components 
Booklets. (Also includes many parts for 
non-Skylaunch Winches and Cables, 

Shackles etc.) 

ANOTHER WINCH JUST OEI.IVEREO TO NATIONAL GLIDING CENTRE, TERJ..ET • 

Tel.: 44(0) 1939·235845 Fax: 44(0) 1939·234059 www.skylaunchuk.com ~ 

~ • 
Soar Minden is proud to of~ r 5, 7 and J 0 Day holiday padcages 
They include: • Reno-Taho Airport Pick-Up and Drop-Off • Hot I • Transport to and 

From mo el • A Two Hour Site & Aircraft Check • Unlim1ted Flying Each Day • 
Daily 3,000 QFE Tow • Oxygen • Parachute • Barogroph • Badge Proce!tsing 

5 Day Pac age $1 249 7 Days $1 699 10 Da $2 499 
Your choice of aircraft G 103' s, 102' 5 l53A or DISCUS B, MINI NIMBUS B, LS4 

E-mail: soarminden@powernet.net. Web: http/ /www.soarminden.com 
Tel: 775 782 7627. Fax: 775 782 6505 

EAMS COME T UE 
Sailplane & Gliding 
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SALUTORY SOARING 

Sarah Kelman reflects 
on the flight that put 
her out of the Rieti 
World Championships 

I WILL certainly remember my last flight at 
Rieti - it W<JS illso my first crclSh. The type of 

accident a pilot is likely to have alters 
throughout their flying career. 

An experienced competition pilot is 
unlikely to spin off a I<Junch, but may decide 
to continue into J situation where the options 
are soar away or crash. 

Many former world champions have died 
whilst ilying in the mountains and the bar 
stories amongst those who haven't can be 
intimidating. However, mountain ilying is as 
sa fe as the pilot chooses to make it. 

So just how does a pilot with nearly I 0,000 
hours at the controls, ,1ncl <1 background in 
fli ght swfety, find themselves in such ,1 
situation? 

Factors influencing my de ·ision: 
e Peer pressure- I had heard team mates 
climbing in the vicinity just prior to the 
accident and had chosen to press on to reach 
them bl.1t I failed to find the climb. I had <Jiso 
heard that another pilot had successfully 
ridge soared the va lley I wou ld enter but "it 
wasn't pretty" so that tilted my acceptance of 
fear and I didn't want Lo be perceived as a 
wimp. 
e The other options had been to I<Jnd where I 
\· s (from 4500ft! ) or skim over il col into 

October - November 2008 

Despite substantial fuselage and tail damage, Sarah Kelman walked away /ram her first crash uninjured 

another va lley which I couldn't see and 
<lllother pilot hMl rt'ported that it had 
"dumped" on him. 
e Fatigue- it Wils the end of a long, 
exhilarating and rather fJst flight ('I 29kph on 
WinPilot). Decision-making suffers, becoming 
more impetuous and le s ana lyti ca l and 
acceptance of risk increases, outweighing the 
safer decision which may negate the high 
speed achieved thus far. 
e Complacency - I had already successfully 
crossed the most intimidating unlandable 
section of the flight sJfely and with low risk, 
and now was nc<Jrl y on finJ I gl ide so fa iled to 
assess the risk adequately. 
e Lilck of planning- I hJd w rongly assumed 
thJt if I got this far on task I would be able to 

get on final glide easi ly so had not looked in 
detail at the I<Jst pi.lrt of the routi ng before 
fl ight. 
e Other gl iclers- I saw ilnother glider enter 
the vJIIey Jhead. l t subsequently turned out 
thil t he Jlso crashed. Brian Spreckley had 
warned us of exactly this possibility' 
e Final-glide-iti - ilt 3Skm out I needed only 
another 1 OOOft to get home and surely I'd find 
someth ing! lt seemed crazy to turn back and 
land when so close to home. 
e Naivety - even at the height I w<Js, I 
thought I h,1d sufficient height to glide 
through the uniJndable v<J IIey to the next 
available fie ld but I didn't check. I also fai led 
to Dllow for the turbulence and sink I 
experienced entering the valley at that 
altitude. 

So I had rather rash ly flown into an 
unland<Jble willey that wasn't soarable at my 
level. Then it was just a case of trying to soar 
any bobble or bump to get out, and, when 
that failed, to look for the safest area to put 
clown. 

The val ley was steep and heavily wooded 
w ith power lines, but there was an area of 
ti ny fields, each ·1 OOm by SOm on the 
mountainside in the crook of <1 spur. 

After one final attempt to soa r, I made J 

PAN call, activated the emer·gency beacon 
and m,1de the best ilpproach I could. Despite 
skimming the near hedge and approaching 
Jcross the cli<JgonJI, it was initiJIIy <:~pparent I 
wou ld overshoot, but then I had to lift the 
starbo<J rcl wing to avoid striking the steeply 
sloping hill and I drifted to port towards two 
isolated trees. 

I hit one, Jirlooped and jolted siclew<Jys to 
a halt just SOm from the imp;:rct with 
subst<Jntia l fuselage and tJi l damage. I was 
utterly uninjured but very shilken. 

The glider was resurrected and flown agJin 
exactly four weeks Jfler the accident. 

I was very upset for the first two days 
following the accident from the realisation o f 
how lucky I was to emerge unscathed. 

This w<1s followed by J clay of extreme 
embarrassment and a feeling of fool ishness <Jt 
having thrown ilway my competition, but 
time is indeed a great healer and I felt very 
ple<Jseclto fly Jgain and the repaired glider 
fl ies even nicer than before. I don't \ . 
intend repeating the experience' --e 
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This page. clockwise from top.· 
Dot Vines. who promised herself to achieve a glider 
flight before reaching 80 in October. with Andy 
Townsend at Nympsfield (Bernard Smyth) 

Kent GC's Julie trying out the BGA simulator at the 
club's open day (David Pye) 

Despite the weather, six flying days were achieved at 
the Booker Regionals (Julian Saakwa-Mante) 

Ben McCandless watching Ulster GC's K-21 and 
{left) Ulster's K-21 behind the Robin looking towards 
Donegal (/an Easson) 

Opposite page, clockwise from top left: 
The oldest entrants? A combined age of over 150 years 
with Derek PiggoN and Bob Starmer in Bob's Duo 
Discus at the Bidford Regionals (Lynne Burkert) 

Essex & Suffolk's K-21 launching on an instructional 
flight from Wormingford (Trevor Smith) 

Cotswolds hosted a Cotswold league cycle race using 
the perimeter track and runway The picture includes 
the club's new PW-6U (Mike Weston) 

The sun was selling behind this cumulus cloud over the 
hangar at Lasham when a series of atmospheric rays 

shot out and gave the cloud a halo (Ben Pringle) 

Mike Miller-Smith from the British Disabled Flying 
Association accepts a hoist on behalf of Lasham Gliding 

Society at the Guild of Air Pilots and Air Navigators 
annual garden party held at Lasham (Paul Haliday) 

East Sussex made a liftle girl 's dream come true and 
helped raise £1,000 for charity. Eight-year-old Lauren 
Gander, born with spina bifida, took a flight with 
instructor /an Smith The event was covered by the 
BBC. ITV and local newspapers, generating welcome 
publicity for the club (Jim lzzard) 

Our thanks to all the photographers and to our Club 
News contributors for sending these in Remember, 
if you 'd like to submit your previously-unpublished 
photographs for possible inclusion somewhere in S&G. 
do send them to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Mountain High Oxygen 
We are now authorised distributors 
for the full range of MH Oxygen 
EDS and XCR systems. Visit our 
website to view the full range. 

Microair 760 Radio 
This fantastic little 57 mm radio 
has recently be updated to version 
''N'' and is better than ever. 

£646.29 inc VAT 

Winter Bordgerate 
Instruments 
The very best German precision 
lnstru ments. Visit our'Website to 
view the lull range. 

Colibri 
Smallest 
Logger with 
h1gh Level IGC 
apprMl.All 
you need to 
claim badges. 
records or competitiOn flights 
it is small in size, but big in 
functionality. Standalone it 
is useful for navigation, wind 
calculation and tracking of engine 
status. Full details on our website. 

£595.00 inc VAT 

Replacement seat harness for most 
gliders in a full range of colours. 

prices start at: £275,71 
incVAT 

Camelbac 
Unbottled 2litres 
Leak-proof fully insulated 
bottle offers up fo 3 hours 
of cool. clean water. 

£29.38 incVAT 

Digital audio variometer 
with average display and inbuilt 
speaker. We are the UK agents 
with the full range available. 

Borgelt 
8400/8500 Vario 
These all new versions replace the 
840 and 1350 with the addition of 
new technology and functions. 

and our Heritage is 

we have 15 years 
experience in all 
kinds of repair, 

simply call for advice. 

TEL. 01452 741 463 
M. 07860 542028 

SALES@SVSP.CO.UK 

PASSAGE ROAD, ARLINGHAM 
GLOS. GL2 7JR 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 

ANTHOJilY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long SuHon 
Spalding, Lines PE 12 9DB 

Tel: 01.406 362.462 
Fax: 01406 36212.4 

E-mail: robin_fidler@yahoo.co.uk 

,.-----

~ 
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Authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority 

See You v 3.81 £92 
See You Mobile v 3.0£149 
Probably the best PDA Navigation, 
Task Planning and Analysis software 

- Try it today -

Supplied on 3 COs with world wide 
, topo and satellite mapping. Now with I downloading for EW flight recorders. 

See You was used to score the 2006 
Standard, 15m and 18m Nationals, and 
most regional competitions 

~ 
UK Service Centre for the 
repair and upgrade of all 
Cambridge Instruments 

BGA and /GC Approved Calibration Centre
1 

for all types of GPS Flight Recorders I 

£15 + £6 return post 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester OX26 5DW 
01869 245948 or 07710 221131 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

THE SCOilifriSH GLIDING CENTRE 

'P~ 

For more than 70 years our members 
hove been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring and Wove Sites in 
S<otlond 

Why not join us and see for yourself 

S<otlond1s Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2008 

To ensure that we can meet your requirements, advance 
booking for aircraft, clubhouse accammadation, 

caravans and camping is essential 

Call us on 01592 840543 
The Scottish Gliding Centre 

Porlmoak Airfield, Scotlondwell KY13 9JJ 
Web http://www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 

emoil: office@scottishglidingcentre.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Bannerdown (RAF Keevil) 

wr IIAVE b •n "'f'" <·nwd .11 con1p ·titinns .111 over th · 
pl~cc, although 110 011(~ has dnne a grc..>t deal o f nying. 

Hn11mw go to Bob Rromwi~h. fi rst at GrJnsden Lodg • 
<>iter three trirl<y d~y>, .md Richic 1\rnal l wirh MJrk 
Critchlow, fifth ,Jt llicc tcr ait r iour rather more 

co11v ntinndlllne<. ongra!ul~ tions .>lsoto )im H, ·ker nn 

IJL'< oming .1 13a i< l11struc1or, he'l l he neeck:d. Vl'e have 
Oown c1 couple of rlav's advc.nturous training for RAF 
Lynl'l, rn .111d MO looking 1'\VMd I<> more. This SCiiSClll 

h.1s IK. ' n "St,>ndard British"- some be.1ut it'ul days. rather 
more dire nne<. _()July provided;, sp~rkl i 11 ' (' ·epti<ll1 
with ribulou> w~ve: without oxygen, glider wcr l imited 
to 12,01 Ott (we tend not to carr • it down here in 

Southern C11gL1nrl); • en the tu~. Cllgine off, w;1s at ovPr 

'JflOOfl. M\m? dl't~il< fr >m our weh>ite: 
\V\V\v. l>.1nnc.rdow n.co.tJk 
Andy Miller 

Bath, Wilts and North Dorset (The Park) 

MOMt US happ -n ing on SumJ y 1 J July -
.Jll<'r 14 .,, rs f car('fu l P · tn~tion Roger Slack•, in 

iron\ oi .1n ~dm>nng crowd, ~ ~ IJSl ile~ his Grunau 

llJhy. i ter .>n unr·vcntiul ,1r·rotu"'• ~ nd niccl -
con lucted l,mding. Roger prnies. ed himself w 11-
s.lli•ficrl with it. (I 'ing ch,H,1cteri. ti c:s. On th same da , 

we• wish •d ,, happy birthday to D ick Oixon, who 

llwked th <·vent by rPtirinj:l from in:,trlJCting. N ow he 
will h,>ve n1ur · time for >'I ing his own machine. 

There must be J hu~c number of pilr>ts who w il l h" 
gr.~tdul for D ick's tuition ovPr the past 40 year·, 
i'v\Nv Pot ock, DJvc Strange and Geoif Pook 
">lltlnu<' 10 QIJ u.>ll)C I ilh the mini r trievi11g lrclrlorS, 
dthe:r iiHing 11<-'\·V Pngin~ or revivi ng thf' olrl ones. 

IVh.Iievcr hJppens tlwv seem to keep u supplied with 

wurking vc•hi< J "· Tht · yenr so t,u h, . en us wr lct>m<? 
(1 numb r of n w member:;: i1nd r ·infnrcc our • clct~ . 

!Jespite tlw WP~t llPr we hope we can 11111t'lih('ir 

r•xpeetJIJor~ . 
)an Smith 

Bidford (Bidford) 

I W RITE thi nn the wcucst day we hJve. h<>rl for some 
tim '. keeping all fingers ond to crossed that this i n<Jt 
... l sign oi tlw weatht"r 10 come ior t\ugu!'t. 
Congr.>tu1.1tions to Trt•vor 13aiil'y for completi ng hi> 

five-hour flight in our K-ll tnot th 'most uJmiortnhl.- oi 

tasks "' dchieve) ilnd Phi I H;1y lor ior completing his 
Bronze. 1\ gripping end to our Rt>gin nal Competition 
wc1s ~ec.n, w ith .. 1 'N imbi' face-ofi beiWC{'Il D,1ve 
r·indon and l t~n J\shdown. DtlVt' n,trrow ly championed 
tlw 1.1,1 (dnd v<•ry margin~!) dav with ,, late start to 
keep u~ all on our toes. \Ne welcomP some new 

lllPillh<''> - Raii 1\ri i , who is keen on both tlw 
gl iding ,1nd the i'\PI'L; C ;r;~ harn V.1ughan, w ho is a 

PPL nnd wcmts to tuw: .:md iin:tlly welcome bilrk to 
Don I I <~ le, 'il n1t!m bt'r ior ~onw }' l'.lr:-; who ~topp<·d 

flying six y ' ,1r> ,1!-\0- he hJ" never quite got avi,;tion 
out of his syst m . 

Lynne Burkert 

October - November 2008 

Bath's Roger S/ade preparing to launch 
in his restored Grunau Baby 

Pawnee tow during Bidford's Regional 
Competition 

Solo for Booker 's 
George Greenstreet 

Black Mountain (Talgarth) 

DESPITE the poor Wl'ather, "'"art> h;1ving ,, good ,e~>on 

here at Talg.1rth - nying i~ a I lit d wn, il ul nwmlwr hip i 

build ing. \"-le '" gett ing ln l> o f visitors from other c lub" 
as we pcrat full- time throughout tlw SL>mmer; they 
;1l1 , ys se 111 to have hug <>mounts of fun 011 the ridge> 

and in th ,1 11-year-round wave. Cros country .1nd 

ncrobatic courses are proving popul.lf ond our T:lSk V ('k 
at the <'lld o f August is fully sub,nih<'ti , ' u-;u,tl, 

includin ' lots of budding lToss- ountry pilots who h~v<c 
sigrwd up to fl y in thP K-21. <'Hnpt'tition ior thPT.'llgJrth 

Tri;1nj.\le Trophy is hotting up, nd tempt ing lot> ni pilots 
tn try their h~nd .11 the loc<d 1 OOkm tri~ ngle. 

Robbic Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 
THE B<xlker r< g inn.1ls dChicved ;ix competit ion rby>. 

som e en w ith rror r r.King t ks, <1ncl our th:u1k' go 
thf' x<..dlcnt tearn whn nrg~ni>ed it : Mike Colic\\, lin~n 

Forre-;t. N ils W di ,tnd Pete W yld and all be c.1dc ·as 
well The winnpr w.>s lJPilni> C; mpbPII foil \vr'Cl by I hn 
Gatlicld ancl Wayn 1\spland. WP now havl" 10 ad ts, 

f<; ur of iht'ffl h<>ve gon" Sl.llo nlrPady; thrl'{' uf the ad(•!< 
.1re sons of 111 mbcrs. O thf'r recent solo In lucle .corgc 

rcenfiekl ( . dell. Richard (lark ~nd ~rcn Br~nd. We 

also il'(V(' cl new full-tirn 't'.lsnnal tuggit•. Rnmn 
M urphy. Tugma;tC'r Hob O.twy ha, h,1ngt~d thu de \<'Ill 

prncccluw on our Super Cuh to J flap I . s on(', and is 
CJr lully munilnring the <U(T<'S' nf this. i'<'li• \<Veils 

c;>ught ~ lut of pt•opl<''s <'Yl'S w he11 he displ.1ycd the 
Twbtcr at the 1-.Jrni>ornugh i\ir Show. W e're now looking 

fomr.lf(J >o our exp<;>dition to t\ boyn . led hy Dave 
Ri .hJrd n. 
Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 

I UN!: nnd July h~v ag~in hod their m ix o f good and bad 

ddy<. Florning )unC'i Not in N(111humi>erldnd it wasn't. 
How<>ver luly did prov diff.-rent wi th gre.1t weather for 

our Young Prrsons' ihrec-d.lV nvlllg c-ourse, thi time with 
tudent from,, H ydon Brirlg • High School. W e ,1lscl rJn 

illl J ir expNicnn • ·oursc for Morp th Ran)l. rs (Girl 
Gu>rles/. 1\ hig th. nks to ,Ill the 13orrlc>'< rnernh rs w ho 

hl'iped out. Cnngr,llul, lion. also to Steve Rac, who wa> 
sc.:nt solo on tlw 12 )uly by Keith L.lll )'· W e're n(JW 
looking forwaru to our Wave Weeks from micl-SqliPmbt·r 

to the (•nd of OctniJcr. l'l.1n•s .1rP sti ll ,Jv.!i lab l<·. Drop us 
a line and come and sample the M iliiC'ld Wave. 
Rich Abercrombie 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 

OUR treasurer is a happy ch,>ppic ,11 pr -nt as tlw y<'.Jr 
tn th<' <' nd of July has s<'cn mud1 i>l'tter weather than 1,151 
w ith a c:orresponrling increase in launches and 25 per 
cent more hours ilown. Hopefully this wi ll continu<' 

throughout the rl'st of the year. Glyn W hitt inf{ham has 
!,\(In<' solo. Thanks go to tht• Cri c111ll hdpers who ran ;1 
very sun·es~lul Jb iniUn ·oursc for Pight; they flew everr 
day m~ kin~ for gonrt progress during tlw w eek. 

Phil Punt/Tracy Josc11h 

Bristol & Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 

\'\1[ RC , 11 p ll'.l ed Andy D,11•i i on · ag, in Bri thh 
I . n1 hdmpinn, , nd " ur" L0igh \Vdb c;;:~mc 1Oth in the 

1 •. nclarcl Cl a» at Ri ti - well clone. nw )l llliors wJs 
t~king pia (' , w(• wen I to p r - spon"1rcd hy Airhu 

.md l<>w.-rg,1tt'. A joint open '·'Y was planll("Ci for the end 
of AugL>>t wi th T.1rf1ell Aviation own r Ro<>er Targ(•ll, who 

org~nised ~ cu.>tomer fly-in. lleath<'r ,1nd Richard Kidtwr 
pC'nsinnecl off their sewing milchine ofter making our 

win h parJc.hutes r c~bout 1-; vears. We c>nt<:>rt u>ed 

sum ' Seoul' from neilr Bln11ingh.1m dnd most Pnjoy d 
fliAhts. avin Wrigl y ~nd f),wc l l.>llswor1h ontinued 

thPir m idweek S<!rvice . . arol Smith won ''"' class rn 
Sid '> ''"k vcf'k ,1nd ,\l ison M uldPr the i\ - c< ucc•<;sf 11 
Wl'E'k ' ' ith :;i, coni !SI d;~)'S crnrl ilyin~ on .111 ninf'. ( lli 
Llcwellvn ·v n man;u.;<'rl his Okm and had his landing 
pJJWrs >igned by R<~lph )one.<;. 
Bernard Smyth 

Burn (Burn) 
W E H1\VE been making tJ1e most 111 a very .wcrage 

soannfl sca<on w ith hris 'Bnylc gaining the flGA 
I OOkr 1 Qiplomo and dr • Vaugh,m ad1icving sorrH· 

not.>blc nights. Congfiltubtions abo to r\ndr w Kitrhcn 
on hi tlr;t so lo tl ight it Is witb <acln s that w haw to 

rL'pqrt tlw de;~th of two ex-memh11r who 'wr<' i>oth 

known huyond the club. Bob •• ulSCII C<Jm e to gliding b tc 

in life, and was a member of the llurn lea rn at the> 
Porkl ington two-seater comp<•ti tion for m. ny year>. 

Ncvill Spenrer wJ5 a dflvmg force in the lub's move 
frono Ooncastcr to llurn .md J greatly r ·p<..-1 d 
instnrt'tor. l ie IV<!' not.1hle fnr th f.1U that after nv r 10 
ycilfS in th rnJI minnP >ndustry he rctr<1ined <1 ~ 

commcrci~ l pilot. whil<' in hi <'arly nftic< ~nd bPc.>nw ,, 
succf'<sful <tirl ine capt.1in. 

George Goodenough 

Cambridge (Gransden Lodge) 

\01\'GKA Lr\ TIONS 10 ~ 11 memb rs who ilew and 

hei iJ<-~·1 G win theE~ t Midi nd~ Inter-dub 1.&1gu •. 
Congrotlrin tions ,rlso tq /\lex W.1rd (]00km Diomoncl go~ I 

Jnd (.,old el ision e). .raharn B 11 lthree Sil ver leg in 011c 

flight from a winch I. lUnch) ,1nd Phi! Jl'ffery, who 

comrl<·ted .1 f.~> l ;; I Okrn rl n 20 July when con li ions 
seenwd impossible. 1\cw ,olo pilots ar(' i>vcr 
W hitdegge, D<>vid Wilson ,u1d John Uoyd. W •11 done to 

all. The cro~~-country wc<'k went well with our t'Nll K .. 11 
compl<'ling some epic flights. Chns I cwb w.1s top ~corer 

for the wr•ck. CGC: nwmhprs hJVl' loggc~ l 55 ·wokm .uu.l 

10 'iOOkm flight> on the llG1\ ladder to the· encl of luly, '" 
well on lrclCk for <1110\hcr good se. son. 

Oerek Coppin ~ 

Please send news to editor@satlplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or to Susan Newby, BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan 
Way. Leicester LE1 4SE to arrive by 10 October for 
the rext issue (later deadlines at www.gliding.co. uk) 
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Club news 
> Channel (Waldershare Park) 
WE HAVE had som<> good so~ring conditions clown in 

E<1st Kent over the past two months. Congratulation~ to 

Stcvc !'otter for h is Bronze leg and to ,l,taurice Thco for 

his Si lver duration fl ight in tlw dub K-6. M eanwhi le, 

clown in sunny Nympsfield, Matt Waters our youngest 

instructor has been t;tking part in the junior 

Champiomhips. 

Nigel Shepherd 

Chilterns RAFGSA Centre (RSF Halton) 
CONCRATUL;\TIONS to Col in .vtclnnes on b ing named 

RAFGSA Member oi the~ YeM .1t th(• Rt\FCSA t\GM in 

mrly Jul y. A good Biccster Regionals for some Ch iltern> 

pilots, with Mirk Wehb 2nd in the 'Upper' C lass ;mcl 

Luke Hornsey 3rcl in th ·'Working' C\,1ss, wh ile Oave 

Chappell was also Jrd in l h • lntN Services O pen Cla"­
w •\I done to them . Uniortunutel y, the .1wful August 

w e<t ther rne,m t the Inter Send es Sports C \,1ss d id not 

have .1 si ngle competition cby ! VVc now have two new 

gol f ca rts to tow out and wtrievC' gliders, reduc ing our 

CJ rbon footprint and being safer - a r al boon. Some 

Sl(llwarts t~re looking iorwurd to an expedition to \IVrekin 

lid ing Club in th e autumn, whilt' others just hope for 

some good w e,tther. 

Andy Hyslop 

Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 
A VERY successful summer we're having so (;Jr. 

Congratulations to Greg Calii!rcli for solo number one. 

Plaudits go to Fr<"rl Brown for polishing off h is Silver by 

completing h is 50km, ilnd a lso to 1-(obin Woodhouse, 

Yirkil MC!tusik, and Ka rl n.1gg{~r. ~1 11 completing their 

Bronzes wi th Cross-Country Enclorscments. Some not.1blc 

conversions too, led ,,~,, c hi n jumped into the beautiful 

Bij avc wh ich resides at O ishforth, and Roger Burghal \ 

\,IJlded with a huge smile• on hi s face after flying our 

V •ntus 2 !or the fi rst time. A very wa rm welcome also to 

Chc~rlic T.tgg, Jn ,JCcomplished glider pilot working hi> 

w,1y up through the KAF. The Lc>eds University students 

have also hE'<'n putting th e hours in, h~tving compldetl at 

the inter- un ivers ity contest at Lasham ,11 the end of July, 

and 1,1king aw.ty the trophy aitcr <1 wed of exccd lcnt 

soa ring. Well done In Tom El liot, Stevc Morgan, M,lrk 

Sp.~rk s, ;mr\ mP1 tSC(' report on p<~ge 7.) 

Matt Woodhouse 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 
UR 'econcl P\<\IG has now <~rr i vcd and ont' of our K-13s 

hils .1 new hom<• ~ll Bicestcr. lt is our intent ion that the 

1'1..V6s wil l t.tke Ovt'r the bulk ()four train ing 

requirements. W e welcomed ,\ttancheste-r U niversity 

G liding c:luh for an inform,tl taSk w<.."t'.k in Jul y and a 

good time w.l< h.1d by al l w ith plenty of flying. Our 

evening flying even ts for visitors Me JS popular as ever 

<lnrl have been a good source of new mPmhers. \Vc 

r -•centl y hostE-d the final> oi tll<' Cc.>tswo ld League.' Cyc ling 

Club and w ere Jb lc to offer them ~l six -rn il e c ircui t on our 

runways .1nd privall' perimet('r rodds so that they were 

cthl <:! to hdvc p~u.:e cJ rs Jnrl vie! ::.o frvm ~l motor cyc le a IJ 

Tour de f'mnce. ThC)' w<~nt to come back next ye,lr. 

Congratu lat ions to Ben ll ldck\(•dge w ho has ach iever\ hi ­

flron ze and Cross-Country Endorsement in double qu ick 

time. Ren goes for his RAF flight cn?w interviews shortl y 

so fingers crossed . Forthcoming E'V<'nts include th t> Club 

Cl~ss Nationals and instructor and child protection 

training courses in !he autumn. 

Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 
ANOTHER yc,lr .1r1rl another inter-dub compet it ion hils 

passed us I >y. D<~spite tlw best attempts of the w eather to 

thw<1rt th is, most competitors went about their tasks with 

.1 gredt dc'.JI of optimism. Tht' best oi the Cranwcdl 

wceh•nd ior dub members was Sunday w hen Angus 

\Vatson, and Penny M.tson cJrrte 1st in the Pundit class. 

Ag~1in our thonks go to ,'v\i riam 'vV<1 tson who organised th .) 

ICL. In eneral the c lub ont inue · to steadi ly recruit new 

member ilnd promote the sport at various cvent5; .1 

th"nk you <JS well to Mick Baker, who Jttcndcd the Rt\F 

Digby open dJ)' wi th one ()i our airc rait. As we head 

tow,uds winter, tlw "to do" list w ill \)(• postr'd for "11 
members - no doubt th t'Y will look upon this i\5 a 
valuab le learning experience and .tdd it to th eir skill s set. 

Zeb Zamo 

Crusaders (Kingsfield, Cyprus) 
T~I E lw,\1 is h,wing its (1ffcct on both vbitn" (who ,m· 
now ottr;ICtcd to the beach) and th e rnernbers due to the 

very lnng hot cbys without any so.1 ring. \1\/e welcome 

back Ccoff Hughes, who h"' bcC'n in the U K for a yea r 

:md has had a lot of fl y ing experience there. Grq; 

Marsh.1 ll got his type conversion <t nd soloed the T-2 1 - no 

mean fe.tt. Derek Smith h.os got hi s Il l papPrs again, .1lkr 

a 25-ycar break. And D/CFI Avo Milngoi,ln was 'be •red' 

for fl yi ng his youngest-ever Falkc ,llld T-2 1 passenger-

Ell is, who is just 2 1h . A sma ll gmup of members w ill be 

\wading to Ha lton for ;tn expeditio n in Augu , t so the 

crew wi ll be thin on the ground. LJst yEw 's trip saw 12 of 

us v isiting <1 nd gelli ng enough IPgs between us to keep 

three tabl es st<:mding. Let's hope this one is as fruitful. 

Jo Rigby 

Darlton (Darlton) 
THE me111bers remain very busy work ing on Lhe llltl'st 

proj ect to dism;111tle and rerover the old Dukeri c>s club 

hangar i rom Gamston and its re-erection Jt Darlton. 

P!Jnning permission to opPrate a motor gl ider has been 

received, m,1king the lv\otor F,1 lkc syndicate very happy. 

G len B.trratt, John llarrison. and o thers performed vcr)' 

w ell in the \J\Ioocl and Gl,"s competition Jt Trent Va lley 

tKirton). Congratu lations go to Davc ( osgrove on 

achit'ving solo stcl lus and commiserations to Harry 

Patterson for hi s dosl.'.st landoot to the• airiielcl )'<'t- ~ 

mCrL' 200 yurds. Some initiative and fl E!xibility w,1s 

disp layed hy Davc Kcdfcarn rc-cently when he il cw a 

blind and partly rlcaf member oi R1'l ll3 providing ,1 wry 

dc>cri ptivc "voice> over" to clescrihc th e fli ght piu~ a 

unique l1.1ck-up system oi commun ica tions of cocloclt<Jps 

on the. shouldtH of th l"' lront-sPnl pas.seng<'r \Vith zt white 

sti ck. r\ warm welcome is extended to all v isitors. 

Geoff Homan 

Channel's Matt Paul Heaven IS sent solo by Mike Randle in They start them young at Crusaders -Avo 
Mangoian and Ellis (two and a half/) Waters braving the rain one of Cotswolds ' new PW6s 
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Dartmoor (Brentor) 
DOWN here,,., normall y think o f w ave days being 111 

the wimer, but \ •Vednesclay 23 \ul y was unusual , in that in 

th • midd le of the summer the wave set in. Not bciore 

Trevor l a •\or had \,tnded, however, and handed the Jantar 

o his partner, Stceve Lewi s. Stcvc promptl y led th e p,Kk oi 

six g lid ·rs for fli gh ts of on<' hour, whilst Tr~vor w <Js left 

fu ming on lhL' ground. Trcvor d id cvcntua!ly manage to 

get airborne in thr club f( .(,CK, so h(lllou r was s<Jvcd, hut 

not b fore Steve hild outdone him hy re,JChing 4500ft. 

O ther flying achievemen ts in July inrludeciDavc Jcsty 

winn ing the first two d,1ys in tllC' 'B' Class <lt Nympsfielrl's 

Task W eek, M,uk Ga tehouse .-1 ·hiQv ing his 5 00km 

Diamond d istance in Spa in, l'ogcr M<Jtthcws flying three 

SOOkm tasks during the same expedition, and St<' ve 

Bloomer go ing solo. Wel l clone, Steve. 

Martin Cropper 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 
WE START with the S<1 d news of the rlm th o f Pew 
Bonham, on<' of our longest .serving members (SeL' 

separ::tt • obitu.1 ry, p63i. ,\o\Jny cnngratui<Jtion> to Mike 

Arm strong inr winning tlw Nnrthc•rn Rr-g inndls .11 Sutton 

Bank. H is prize was .1 rMiio ccmtro ll<id Sp itfire . 

Congra tul iltions to Pcct , Mylett for r:omp\cting Si lver 

distance, and to o lin Ell is for going so lo. We h;1ve 

g.1i ned a good number of nevv members, ttnd hop I hey 

all enjoy fl y ing at C.11nphill. The trial oi the 10n1m p li!stic 

rope has show n some adv,mtages in terms o i launch 

heigh and smoothness. Our l.tun<:hpoint bu, i now 

connected t() th ·• ot'fic • by w i-i i link. \·Ve now awa it thE' 
introduction of the vast dnd unnr>e -• · ary area of lass D 

ai rspace around Robin Hood Ooncu>tPr heJfteld .t irport, 

to protect 28 moverncnts a d, y. n 1 • El fe S4 has at last 

flo\ovn, we have J. vc1y nic~ m.)w K-6e on site, ,1 further 

ASW15 is due from Germany, .1nd anothf'r being actively 

sought. 

Dave Salmon 

Devon and Somerset (North Hill) 
JULY saw the' return of Compet ition En tcrpris<' to North 

Hil l, it 's undoubted home, hav ing >tarted hero .35 years 

ago in 1<J74. Attracting 2 gl iders anc\100 pdot s, 

Competition Enterprise li ved up to its namp; five flyi ng 

c!Jys w ere flow n in condi tions th<ll wou ld not normally 

have seen any cross-country ilyin . O ur d ub's j.> ilots d id 

well, w ith Ron Johns xchaoging iirst p lace with and 

eventually beaten into ,ccond place IJy Lindsay M c l ane 

from YGC. M ark Courtem y and Simo n Leeson came third 

fl ying our dub'> UC-505 and MJrtin \•Vooln ' r alsn from 

DSGC "lying in hi · first ( Ompetition came' fourth. (.(on 

Johns also won the John _,,dman trophy for 

demonstrating ''r'<cept io n<~l entPrpriS<'' . (()ngratulati ons 

go to our new solo pilots Henry Ford, K.ly Kimes and 

JJmes Hood. ) Jlll<~s was nnt a hi ~ tc:J go so lo on his 16th 

hinhda due tu puor we.Jther cund itions but took the i irst 

avaiiJb le opportun ity ily so l(), wh en lw harl to cope w ith 

an unexp •ctcd shower. Also 1\rthur Wood Jncl \IVcndy 

W illis-Fircming haw re-suloecl. Paul Littlr· has 'nmrl lctc<d 

hi Silver clist.anre w ith a fl ight to the Park. 

Kayc Alston 

Instructor Mark Courtney congratulates James 
Hood on his solo at Devon and Somerset 
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John Bone congratulates Ran Newton after his first 
solo ar Essex and Suffolk 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 

TASK \IV(•Qk "'" lhc usual v hmll, w ilh only one 
laskJble day, Sunday 27 July. A task set was Y evil 

R<>sPrvoir - Hmstridge- Frnme- .md ba k to Eyres Field . 
Congralulalions lo G tro l MM. hall who completed, and to 
Uav · r iercy Jnd I an Bat ' man w ho comple1ed Yeovi I -
llcnstridge and return. Flarri e Sluckcy, dtk r (w hat s m •d 

lo him) J lvng w~ il , >UCcessiully complel •d his 50km leg 

lowards IllS Silver with a fl ight from fyres Fidd to 
Lnnglcat. Wel l dorw Rarry. I ter Falla compl •led d 30-

minutc flight from il w inch l.runch tow<~rds his llronzc. 
Sh.1un Re<!St >n and Bob Green c:ompleterl thc ir re'luircd 

50 solos towards their Bronz • • M;~rk Enfi •Id ha taken 
on 1he t.b k -.1 club publ ic rd atrons officer and arranged 
for our Jow l p.1pcr and radio to come and )C w hat 

gl iding is .1ll about. ur AGM in June s.ctw a l i the 

rommitlc r -ele<..tl!d, as was our Fl, Peter Molloy. 
Here'<; hoping for .onw d • ·c.m t soaring w~c"a ther. ·nw lub 

now has it snaa y new w bsitl', thank> to th , lechnk .• tl 
w i7ardry ot Shdun Reason, J t 

\\~v,v.dorsctgl i c.li ngdub.co.ukldgcl 

Col in Weyman 

Dumfries & District (Falgunzeon) 
WHAT .1 d ifference nine mnnlhs has made - last 

year we w ere w i thout a Ful l at instru tor, dow n to J 

hard m rc of so lo pi lot · Jnd struggling lo me 1 our 
insu rance ill>. Sine )amrary w > hJve ac:quirPd a 

K- 1 ·land " proper CH, thanks to Rob in Johnson from 
Mil iield w ho g<~n rously umrnutes to >IJf!ervl us. 

We had ,1 club e.xpecll l ion to Edcnsoaring In Jy. A 
week 01 easterl res limrt ·d I he amount of soaring, but 

members gol v<J iuab lo exf! •ri nee away from fami liar 
l,rndmark.s. R"'tJr in ' trial lessons and db lflllto trainrng 
hns broughl rn much-needed llnJncc and new blond. 

All hough w • Wl >n' t r all y know for 1 months, it looks 
likc.: lh<' club i> moving to a n w lea~ of li fe. Th1s ye.1r 
sellS thf! 50th )' Jr 01 continuous opemtion of Dumfries 

& D istrict so we h;we rnu lr to c lebrale. For lh lime 

being"'" will still b J · un<.lay-only cluh but, if the 
permanent membership ho ld· up, we wil l be Jbi t" to 
npera ·' more d,ty uf the we k. Vi>itors arc alway 
\Vel come. 
Charles Fcrrier 

Solo for Devon and Somerset's Ray Rimes, seen 
here with instructor S/uarr Procrer 

October - November 2008 

Sa m Fisher achieved his live-hour duration flight during 
Essex 's July flying week 

East Sussex (Ringmer) 
THE b1g sue es story at ~SG · I his sum m r has been 

opl!ning the airiield fo r an extrd <..1.1y's flying on Tuesd.1ys. 

Along with the irnprov nPnl.; 10 the field nearing 

ompletion, it has me.rr11 lhat mun)' rnernb rs h<tve ha<.l 
mor.- opportunities lo fl y and train 1han in previous years. 

O n 29 July wen V •ight-y dr-old Lauren Cander, who 

w<Js born wi th sprna bifid~" 10 help ra ise £1 OOOior 
S1\SiiAII - a ·harity whi ·h hPips peopl with the 
condition. She ' s towed to 3000fl in lh · 1<- 1 w ilh 
in;truclor l,m Smllh ilnd she even took th<e controls. TI1e 

event was covered hy lh , BBC ITV and three local 

pap<.:rs, giving lhe club some excellent publid ly and 
supporling a good cause. And finally, ill the time of 
w rit ing, O li BMter bat Nymp>fi<!ld IJ,\ltl ing the el · ments 
.1 t the junior Ni!lionals - here's hoping for a good result to 

rcporl next time. 
Jim lzzard 

Edensoaring (Skelling Farm, Penrith) 

EDE Epi in Jun<• w •k provid d som ·' gredt ily ing in 
spite ot lh forecasls. Some pilots, in luding 5D' ve 
Woolcock dnd Peler Belcher from ambridge, ach had 

over 40 hours s .1ring. The fuly/1\ugust week's weather 
was .rwful, dnd whilst th w ind made up its mind which 
way ft w;ts going ttl blow !too trong a word) the rain id I. 
Somehow th•~ pilots from as f;tr , field as Lash,, m ·•nd 
1\boyne managed to get some soaring, and then 1he final 

w eekPnd gave. LL~ w ·~t winrls and so~\ ring along I he 
w hole I ngth of the rid14c (48km of it). Yee-lm v! Visitor; 

wi ll be w lcom Sat 11 10 Sun I lJ O ctober. ~ I itch up and 

visit us, but pl<'a c conl.K I us first on 0784 'J97 ' 575. 

Should he fun . 
Pete Whitehead 

Essex (Ridgewell) 

VE~Y many congratulations lo Vi nee rl on gaining hi 
Assistant Instructor rating. AI o v r well done to young 

Sam Fish >r, w ho achieved hi> five-hours dura tion night. in 
our club M istm l, which he achreved during our July fl ying 

w eek. Tr.Idilionally w h;rve d HBQ dl th > end of our 
flying we •k bot this time w • h,lCI. by w~)' of a change, .1 

very good curry, proc.luc<:'d by c;l ub member Shruli Thaker, 

w hich was thoroughly en joyed by all. Thank you Shruli, 

you may have starlcd d trend. A group irom Age Concern 
had a superb day fly ing w ith us which, hawily for ,111 

concerned, sloltt•d bel\vePn lwo d.1ys of wet dnd w indy 

w cilth('r. During the day they also enjoyed il BBQ. They 
went horne well pleas •d wilh I he day, and the funds 
raised for Age Concern, and hope to repeat the 

exp<'rience again. Big thanks lo all the ground ·rew, 
instructors and w inch drivers whosE;" enthusi(1sm mJde the 

da)' such a success. Thanks chaps and cha1 
Peter Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 

\IVORKING cl S (I tc;nn we are making good progrt-ss on a 
range of fronts. Ron Newton has mac.le his i irst o lo, flrad 
<mrl C troline their SOkm, and liJm Brenlun his SOD km. 

Rabbi<• Nunn and Mark (Robbo) Roberts org.1nrscd an<.l 
ran <t very useful ;mcl mu ·h .tppreciate•d fl ying w k 

Congratulations to Vince Earl who gained his Assistant 
Instructor rating at Essex, seen here with daughter Katie 

prov iding advice, support and tasks tor p ilots of ~ I I 
abil ities, along w ith encourilgcment 1or them to break 

loose anc.l extend their r11ng ,tcro E.dst AnJ;tlia (and 

b<>yond). Good !lights w <!re ach1 ved and rmproved 

connd nee was r purled by many. TI1P lnl'r-club L ague 
leg no, n from Wormingford yielded good resul with 

1 b for Robb<J and eorge reen and 2nds for Rr hard 
Crock ll and Tim ForSC)' (in hi first competition). This 

keeps us (just) <tl the top nl the scor • sheet. Introductions 
to gilding through triil l lesson> Jnd day curses as well ;ts 
glic.l ing experienc<' fl ight ior in<.l ividuals ,rnd larg •r 

groups continue and hop fu l ly w ill yi Id il ste d ilmv of 

ne members to the club and the girding frm rn rty. 
D ick Skinner 

Fen land (RAF Marham) 

NIN[ lub mcmbt' r · ' pent up to ,1 w k a11h GSA 
centre a1 Chilterns, Rt\ F Ha lion. Th~nk. to Cnlrn M Inn"' 
tor fl yrng us .tll rn the Duo Dis us XT (Turbo) - Jlong I he 

ridges and uut over the Thanw Valley. Thank .rbo tn 

Roger Davies, CFI Gal lachcr and st,Jff ior Orjpnrsing an 
excellent we •k fl ying their Astir, K-2 1 and K- 1 A. We took 
our Grob Acro R-7 1, whi h is now for s.t le. We relurn I 

w ith refurbished K-2 1 R 19, ' hich rs now ying at 
Marham. Congr;ttul.nions to Alex Saunders for achieving 
his fi ve-hour dur:l! ion fl ight .rnd nlsoto B<>rndrd l l i k> f<) r 

Climpleting his C t <.JS - ourrtry Enckwernent. 
John Doubleday 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 

TI IOS[ who were lucky enough to visit jaca in )un 

returned ith t.:~ l · of good fl ights .m d stunning 5 n<.:ry. 

We are in I he lhroes of ofl\s on our lub fleet and 
thanks are c.lue Lo the members w ho turned Uf! to assi t in 
the insp12ctivn oi lhe Blanik. r'vti ke Oodd in his K-6 R has 

b n our sole representcn iv ·at 1-<ockpol ishers lnler-club 
League. T11e Usk meeting wJs ·rubbed due to bdd 
weath •r, bul the visit w,ts not 1\aSied as M ike's uew, 

r eter and _eline Wallcy. s<rw ano1her K-b R for sale 
there, bought it and brought it home to ·hobdon. V c w ill 

as u,cr.rl be welcoming members of other clubs w ho 
would l ike to v1sit us for thf' w inter'5 wove and ridge 
i lying. W in!Pr VV,wc Membership cvst - £45 frorn ctober 

to March .Hld gives you the c.hance to keep your Or nng 
currcnl in a beautiiul part of 1h country. 
Diana King 

Highland (Easterton) 

EI\STE.RTON pilots achi ved Jn outstanding one-lwo in 
I he Scollish Inter-club Leagu<•: r ulmar came iirst w ilh 

4560 points .md H ighland come second w ith J fJ 10. 
Congratulations 10 both teanb . Robert Tai l hits stt!pped 

do'"'ll a~ our CFI, his nthusi~1srn. prufe.ss ionv l i~m i1nd 
hard work w ill be mi sed. lt i now up t(> Gedd •s 

Chil lrners to fill the gap. There h~ve been two changes to 

site oper;,ting proced ures: gl iders awaiting launch will 
now bp parkl'd to I he north oi the field and the south 
runwily h.1s l>ccom ' lhe prim,rry l ,tndin~ strip. W hik• our 

K-21 was away being repaired the Ho 1an syndi me 
generously ,tl lowed the c lub to us their 
gl ider and relain th fly ing fee>- thanks to 
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Club news 

A triumph of teamwork and tenacity, the Lakes hanger is 
completed five months after the first planning meeting 

~ them. O ur long . l dJy Sldrtcd with ~~ 1,\lln h at 

4. 1 lt.trn ,md the ~pre;-gl id i ng I"' ''Y went 1111 ill! the 

night. TI1Jnk you In C lcnd,1 for l'roviding the cwly 
hrt?ak (;:~ s l s .1nd to Glend.t, P 1il dnr!l-lelcn !or or 1c1nising 
the evening l ldfilL'<..u~· . 

John Thomson 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
EXH II:l lllNG at Alck:rshot's Arm1• Show wa. d big success 

\lli ith J number ul new memll '~ Jnd ~tudf\n t · h •ing 

r!'rn; ited, while thP open d") , l Odiham ha> h lpm mise 

ou r proti lc on the sl~ tion ~nd incrms<' service 

mcmh<!rshtp . Both <!Ven w cr(' ' ell supported b • tl11~ 
lub. Augu;t S.Jw th biggest nnti ng nt of club memh r.; 

JU nd th lnt >r-scrvt :cs thnn w h3v . en! for some yeors 

wilh all Pnjo i ng lh experience. M i lw k motor •liding 

anti nu In be ~ i~voLII'i ll· summer pa time, wi th J 

number of mc·mber; now SIJr1111 • to ompl l 'PPI s. 
Special tl1<1nks must ::~n o Aircr~ft M mber I an Pilttingalc 

for all his effort> end cx1wrtis • in ensuring the i lccts 

trnnsrtion to EASA "'""t smoothl y, 
Neil Armslrong 

Lakes (Walney) 
RUSY ti rrw ,t t th r• L.1kc• w ith tlw hJngar now tir1i,hr-•cl 

o~nu th~ duh ilcet housed. The rro ject h;ts '" n i i v~ 
months irom first planning meeting to itnrsh"d product. n 
rcal triumph of tc~mwork and cnJ it . 

VVC!II d. ne and th.1nks to everyone, particularly thos<-' not 

yet retired club members who gave up <!nnu.tlleav<· dov5 

!Cl h lp build tlw ho11 r. Flying h7!s rontinucfJ throughout 

th build w it h snnw rccc11t not.tblc flights by Dave 'orth 

ICFIJ into the heart oi the mountains ior some ridge 

~ring 011 th(' IN , sdall' St:r<o!l">; r.c th · w<>hsite for 

phritog-raphs oi s vera! il ighb in the moun1.1in$ 

(www.l.tkt•sgc.eo.ukL Tri,d lesson vou hers n .dso now 

be bought dill'Ctly from the websitP. C11JSt, n Te.1m 

trdining htb tlbO begun in l' .. ll'llest with the ~1drl ilion ,1nd 

init i.• tion oi 1'3 lohn Hurd tl. Well done John. 

Kale Frost 

Lasham Gliding Society (Lasham) 
Omlnn M a 1Jon.1lcl h~s stc•prc•d clown as CFI <J nd Co l in 

W. lt ha_ taken over, ably assi;tcd l1y lohn Simmons ,1ntl 

0J ic. W e have a nPw hairman Ch ri s I ~vis. taking 

over irom Ri chard Moy c·. who rPo1 ll y r-w ned his strip<!> 

whilst in o ificC'. L~ . h~m w<~s rPprcsentl'd at the World 

Champs fRcit i l w ith G D,de, Pctc Masson, Rich I lot1d 

.md )o~y l<r•hbcck ~ 11 doing wt• ll . Jul y saw Rir:h;~rd 

I IJmmond <It LJ~hdm doing .1 romm<o·rci.l l for !'Vtorrison's, 
;:1 week l.1tcr we hJd Mer i di ~m Television here doing .1 

history of the ai riil' lrl. rc~rnhowugh A ir >how h.1d .1 strong 

contingent irom l GS with the RGA simu l,1tor. Tlw Cuilcl 

oi Pilot$ tmd Air 1\:,Jvig.ltor~ joim~d us in August for their 
.mnu.:1l J:lrden Party tlnd prr-scntC'd u.-, with ,J ~peci.J I 

hoist ior us!! hy l)ut h LGS ,111rlllDFi\ disJblcd pilot>. 

S;KIIy WC' s.1icl iarewell s to Kt•ith Green, ,\nn Vi nee, Lucy 

Kov<l k and T,1li;~ Wi lson- all will he gmll ly missed. We 

thank Kcith's famil y for thoir don<l tiun oi his VW 

Tr.1n sporter to the cluiJ. 

Marjorie Hobby 
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Preparing for launch during the Dunstable task week, 
a great success with 26 pilots 

London (Dunstable) 
wr. h,tvf' intmd ur cd a ne:w onlin pr -book ing system for 

weekend instruction, aimed at providing, n Pnhanccd 

pc.rS(')n:I I instruction dnd improved time m<-HKl cment. 
Congr,,tul~tion s to iirst soloists D.trek ZIJik .1nrll lden 

~ li ngl ,·y. Th l! ~edson is pro -,-res!'ing we I L c-n ngr,ltul(lt io ns 
to Stevc· Ha Icy on his firs t SOOktn. The I J~ k week was J 

grc...J t success with 26 pilots - sc.•vcrnl dCh iE•ving persnnnl 
ht•sl>, includ ing l)i,1monrJs im [);miel )am in .1nd Dav id 

White. The 1\lgc•k t\ erni ><J tic C:up, "beginners' 

comrPtilion inr LCC nwmbcrs, was initi,III\' postpon('(lto 

the iir~t weekend ui i\ugu>l when we man.1ged the iirst 

round IJcfor th w eather interrupted. We hnpr:> 10 

complete th ompetition during re •ionab we<i'k. Our 

thanks go to J>r<t ·r ~il •,;, w ho clC">t'rvc~ a rest aftt;r serving 

five ' .. rs as our chairm.1n. Jnd to M l iss;, Jenkins, w ho is 

relocating, fter t"o y Jr .lS our lnt f'r-dub L .ague 

• pt.1in . Our annual 'Xpcdit ion tn "lalgar1h i plannr•d ior 

the: i~rst week uf Octobt•r. 

Anclrew Sarnpson 

Mendip (Halesland) 
,\·lEND II ' hi!! en joyed'' i.m t;rsti c couple oi months. We 

fou nd succ.es> oil hi s yeM's lntcr-r lul> l.c~gue. coming i irst 

ovpr .111. Mark Pritcharcl ha> r~-soln.-cJ .Jitcr a short period. 

Thf:' duh open \V! \k was d succc!)~ wi !h m:J.ny member!'. 

en joying the T-2 1 th,11 "'"'"" si te, th,utks to the T-2 1 
syndic,lt ,11 fo21 VGS. W f' had IJ,1vid 1-le:tthcoaH\mory. 

MP for VVr lls, visit u .. t\ vPry wPII known sctying i_ 'then· 

arc those th"l hove and those that will ' . You will .111 know 

thi s " ''· tes t wht'l'l up l.mding,. This" ' s w t>ll proven 
re~ently when ,, well known Mt·nclip p i lot (w ho \\ i ll 

remain nameless! prov -cl that thousands of hours ily ing 

~ 11 Sllrls oi .1 ircrn ft Jnnot safeguard you from the theory. 

Terry Hallon 

Midland (Long Mynd) 
CONGRATU LATIONS to f.llhr.r .tnd son t Jm Rohcrl <1nd 

H,J tTv G reen, who both soloed on 1 August Jnclto A lex 

S.mdt>rs, who c.ompletr,d hi s fiw-hour ·ilver dur,11 io11 ()11 

ll lul y. The Mynd w.1S well represented, t th • r . :cnt 

Bin•stc·r l<cgir:m;l ls w ith Simon .~ r.ll a rd coming f~rsl on the 

S~ turc l.ty in tlw Sport. CI,JSs '"" l1!1hn Rohcrts tlw ove~>J i i 
winn r in the Open Cl.t s. l0ollowing ou r sue e:-siul day 
,11 the ostorcl ;\ir Show, a group rom The Mynd ~llcnclccl 

the loc:..t l Wcl shpool Air show. Thi s lime we di splayed an 

older ~ b ut very tidy) 1< -G rather th.m tlw l,ttcst st,\lt•-<Jf- thP­

drt Jircr,Jfl. A number of vi5itors seemed very su rprised 
that gliding does no! have to he .1 VC'ry expensive 'pori 

Jnclthat you do not ewn haw to own you r own glider to 

ily Jt a club. 
Sleven Gunn-Russell 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
TASK Week 2001\ is unciPr w"y o~nd llying is taking a back 

sC;tl thanks 10 the inc lement we.11hcr. Club mcmb r; i.\ rC 

undertaking grounU du tiC$ i.lnd cunso ling themselves w ith 

c•njoyah lc 'oci,J I even ts. Th e club wclmnws Phi! 

A lexzmder as n~w chairm.1n t.1king over from RogPr 

[mms alter he reti r(•d due to he;:J ith rc;tslJnS in t\o\Jy. Phi ! 

h~1s 00 n ctn t1ctivc lll('mhcr of the club for many ypar'\ 

Father and son Roger and Barry Green both went solo 
on the same day at Midland 

and we wtsh him well in hi s n01w role. Fleet improvcnwn t 

,md clcvPiopin • mcmb rsh ip r m~ in krr priori tie< for ~1e 

cl ub in they · .tr ah , cl ,mrl it's good to r<11ort that NVGC 

Op ' n W kC'nrl in )un" h~ts <1 lreaclv del ivered a number 

oi '"''· rPrru il~ to the. lub. Our congratu l,ll ions ··Q I<> 
igc l Wouclcock, who hJ re-; loed ,111 · r 11 y o r~. ~ ncl 

Lou Perrct, who h.1 . also rr;o-solrwcl oil er a lwo-yc.lr IJreak. 

Simon Genl 

Norfolk (Tibenham) 
Tl l f enthu ;,,>ti c insomn iacs Sl~ rtc·cl ily ing at 0410 on th e 

longe>t d,1y but r.1i n topped play just aft t'r 0900 ior ,1hout. 

1 I hours. Th"y w ere ; till there however to continue fl yi ng 

up until sunset. Thl' nex t w l k our slilnrl ~ ~ the two-ddy 

Roy.tl Norfolk Show with two glidPrs .m<) I Jtly's h.m.l­
working t ~m wa_ a. •real success w ith a lot of in terest 

~hown . nmc new m(•mher~, .me! .,1 ph~asing number nf 
trial I son YOU hers being 50lrl . n1c pen Nationals 

dur lll J:l the fi rst week of Ju ly had very m ixed wmther but 

still tndtMgcd five ontc;t day · Jnd, BBMf Spit fi re 

Oyp: t. o n ratu lat ions In the 2008 Chompion Strve 

)ones Jncl to Don )ohnson and his team ior a successful 

Camp. 
Mike Bean 

North Wales (Liantysilio) 
HER E we :tr over tlw mirl -summ r hi ll .1 l reo~dy bu t. 

NWG is guing in ,111 upw .. nrl rli" I ron, mPm h rsh ip hos 

incr ased plus thr or fo11 r more p rivate gl iders drf' 

based at our dub The LPG winch (cx-Denbiglt l is 

w orking w tl and w i ll ,. 111 the l ng r Lcrm, s;,vc u mone 

Th · re i a is J ood news on the cl ub ilect iront -an Open 

Ci rrus hJs heen adriPd, this w ill hp rnost apprec iated by 
our morP expenence J solo pilot~ who ·1 n e our K-8 w~ 
tood down only h. rl thf' Skyl.1rk 4 tn progr ' tn. We 

hop thJt nuw m re members w ill bP ~blc to ochiPvc 

their d isranc il lghts to' ards a liver badge. Once ag.1in 

,1 di pi.Jy arc.~ was ta ken up dl ,1 lo ·a! mJrkct llJwn show 

(Ruth in/, g lider rigg"cl, b,!ntHm unl llrl" cl, table full ni 
lc.11l ets o~nd ,, J:,';<llt · ol wrnd with hc,wy showers, great. 

low -~vcr Zll leJst ~omf~ of tlw hr;,vp soul s who dirf 

ventur 'out r·xpresserl interest and we• did have J pielurc 

in the lo c:1l pn~~~. ncv('•r :1 h;-1d thi ng, '0 vve (elt it was not 
w tot.1 l w .b \(' o f time, c~pccitJI I y .1s it turned out 11 0t to be 

a ~~ ~~blc dny .1nyw:1y. 
Brian Williams 

Oxford (RAF Weston on the Green) 
f iRSTI Your th~nks to Nr>il TurnC'r ior st•tting up a 

web .Jrn; this hds proved a popular Wd)' to spend " 
weekend in cln :umch.:> ir, wh il st wtlfching others h;wing 

fun un the .1iriield. Our en hdS riC'nied that he wi ll he 

using it to rheck up on wh~ll tim ' hh. instructor~ .lrrivt• in 
the morn ings! In rcsp0nse to the doom .1 ncl gloom oi the 

c.co-town threat, we hosted;, ' iun ' d.1y on the fiPid. Tlw 

kccnn"ss oi ccrk1in instructors to don ;choolgirl fan y 
dress w.JS a triiiP worrying, and the paddling pool ;,1w 

plenty oi (m is)usc· at the eveni ng party. Thanks to tlw 

rnain n rg.m iser, Paul '" l' w laddt•rC'cl nw tight;" Wilfnrrl f<J r 

all hh efforts . The 'o ld fogey' team, sorry. Vintage G liding 

Enthu ia:; ts, vis ited the VGC r,JIIy in 1\L"I ri ~ wi th thrf'C' of 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Brian Williams looking to covert onto type in North 
Wales · new Open Cirrus 

Slingsby's finest, ,1 Sky lark 4, C1pswn and the club T-21 . 

A monumental <'iiort hy the Tu~'sday night volunteers hds 
>C'Cn dll the club gliders transitioned and CoiA'd. ThJnks 
to them ior thc1r hard work, we wouldn't be ilying 

w ithout their eiiorts. 
N~il Swinton 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 

WE t-lr\VF iust enioyc.xl our most successiul O pen Day 
with nrounrl 300 people coming along to sample w hat 

we have to oi f<-'r, a b ig thank~ must go to (;;,ry Lacy, our 
new publici ty man. vVc managed to launch 42 il i~;ht 

with around hali oi them being trial k•ssons. The BGA 
simulator w,1s booked sol id - thdnks to .vtartin Erlgar ior 

sp,•nding • n h urs 'instructing' but no you can't log 
those as fly111g hours 1\obrtin. I must Jl o thank the 

trem •nrlous eiiorts oi the ladi •s in the lubhou • io r 
supplving the tea .1nd <-,lkc'> nd ,1lso to the BIJQ chefs. 
And a big thank you to the rest o lhc members from 

instructor , tug p ilots. duty pilo ts and .lll th se who 

hPipo:d retri V' dnd laund1 the glider;. We ~re also 
looking iorward toil week Jt M ilfield in September and 

our .111nual pi lgrima '<" to Ahoyne in 0Ltob r. 
Kevin Fear 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 
Tt-tr last two months have seen ons1derable success on 

al l ironts. In mici-Jul 'our Fami ly and hiends day 

~d1 i cvc'd ov r 150 launch , p illS m~ny more pow'r 
il ights. TI1anks tn Andy Ourston, Mancly and Tony World, 

and many other helpers. We strongly 'upport d thP 
RNGSA expedition tu Ocana in ~p;1 in, managed 

<:XC('IIently by Peter Waugh and Mike Wood. tones 
abound, as did our rnembPr< JChieverncnts - w ith /\lan 
TurnPr. Chris l',m•in and ·r ,ve Sault completing long and 

hot Silver clurat10n l11 ' hts; 1 eil Shaw ilew a Gold 
distanc ;md Diamond go" I C1 l his iirst att mpt; Erni l' 
"v1acNeil o1 Silver h ighl; M ike W o d ompleted 1 OOkm 

and 2UOkm Oighi.S for the ross-country diploma. 
. \kanwhil Fran and t.>Jula AitkE'n ('Ompctcd in the 

lliC<'Sier Region b. tuart Pollard h~s return d from N"w 
Zc,1l;md having missed Hampshire, and the club motor 
transpoct oily rags. Finally lwst wishc~ to Ern ie anrl Ryan 
,'v\acNeil, who have just tJken the Q M2 liner back to 

Canada. 
Neil Shaw 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 
ALTHOUGH some peoplt' say this has hepn the wor~t 

gliding season sine th y surted ilying. two oi our youth 
p ilots, 1\idan l· lughE!S and Roger ((Jttee, have both 
m.1nagcd to get their Silv~r height <lnd had two-hour 

fl ights towards th ir Cross-Country Endorsement baclg 
congratulations to both oi them. Congratu lations to Br -nt 

Noble, who has had" nne-hour ilight, solued on aerotow 
and conv<>rted to the lunior. Congr~tulations, diso. la 

Mike 1\J idlolls on getting his Bronze badge, ~oloi ng on 
acrotow Jnd a two-hour flight. Mike lilling>, am 

Woorlgat and Sean N icholl h~v all converted tn the 
lunior. 

Helen Page 

October - November 2008 

Portsmouth Naval's A/an Turner in Ocana, Spain, after 
completing his five-hour Silver Duration flight 

Sackville (Riseley) 
SLOW st<ut tu the seo~son, Grob working well w ith 

(~veryone ;>njoying the mJny uses, flyi ng, soaring cmd 

tuggin(l - gre~t rd id irorn previous m1>sivp fuel bills. lust 
got it in time. WclcomP to new members N ick and 
M artin on the !jlicl ing <1nd Dennis t>eter on the 
microlights. /\iter the BG1\ 1\ GM on divprsiiying being a 

key to surviwll, we huve gilding, microlighting ~md now 
ballooning. also a simulator like Sutton 8ank's splendid 
exllmple- '-'Vhatc.ver the \oVf'~ther we l"tl n fly. VVt• wi ll 

shortly he .1blc to o ffer tra ining in gliding, N PPL, 

m icrolights, i lex and i ixed wing SLMC ,md balloons. 
There is always something happening here, call in as all 
.He welcome. 
Tim Wilkinson 

Scottish Gliding Union (Portmoak) 
EASTERLI ES continued to plague us during the first half o f 

the year so our ily ing has been lirnitecl .1nd our ladder 
contender; are sufi<=ring. Despite this, we continue to 

w elcome ~ steady stream oi v isi tors. The Air Cadets are 
on ~i le w ith tht~ i r pristine aircraft anci rnulti-drum winch 
and we h.1d ;t f tlrc visit from the Fourn icr Cluh 

International IUK Branch). 1~ round 20 aircrait i rom Spain, 
r r.1nce, Germany. Italy and the UK were on a Scotl.1nd 
tour ilnd 'Wl1fC using Portmoilk cl S their btlse. The nut ·ide 
oi our clubhouse has had a iaccliit to bring it in line w ith 

the interior work th."' was done ,11 the b('ginning oi the 

year. On,, personal note, I would like to thank the Ulster 
G liding Club ior their hospitality w hen I visited them 
during their holiday week in luly. r\n excellent club and 

wel l worth the trip, particul,1r thanks to Al<1 n M cKillen, 
w ho ,1t in the b;1ck of their D .-505 w ith me as I 
·' ·plured the surrounding countryside. R,1ck dt Portmoak, 
congratulation> to the iollowing: Stuart ·utherlancl and 

Kevin Gillan (Silver height\ Jnd M auric · W ill i,lms (Silv"'r 
duration). 
lan Easson 

Shenington (Shenington) 

CONGRATUL!~T I NS to Gavin Preuss and Paul Fletcher 
on completing their Silver, the ki .lwol it. M id-week 

fl ying continLU . to provc- very succc slul with course 
fl ying iul ly booked for luly and August. Book early inr 

next ye:tr. The new K-21 is now getting extensively 
utilised i1S h J\1\i ke Cuming dnd Lee lngrtlm's recently 
acquired Duo D iscus. Mary Meagher's 4 July party was, 

<ts usual. wd l-llttended dPspite the wet wt::',lther with 
m<'mbers partying until the e;uly hours. A poor season 
weather w is!:' has resulted in some re-sc:lw dul ing of the 

Inter-dub programme, ho\ovever a.s \Ve enw r the i ina l 
l~vents oi the alendar Shenington hold a commanding 

lead in the points. Congratulations to AI an Langlancls .1nd 
the Inter-club tE•am on their ongoing success. t\s I wri te. 
we arc looking forward to our second Task W eek 9-1 S 
i\ug ,1nd our Wooden ships competition [29 Aug - 1 Sept). 

Geoff Purcell 

Southdown (Parham) 
HEI\RTY congratulation to liln Ashclown, who came 

s onrl in the Open Clas ationals ily in~ his newly-

Valerie C/ark about to start her first air experience flight 
in the Scottish Gliding Union 's DGSOS with Jim Cook 

rdurbish f Nimbus .l . • md to hi~ daughter Sarah, w ho 
soloed soon a(terwdrds. lt h s th ' question .15 lo w hether 

glid ' r pilol$ Jre made, or is it :11 1 in th gene;? Gez. 
H.1sluck ha g, inerl h r Silver h<~dge, Rlch.1rd Foreshcw 

his l:lronze dndTony lement. ha gone solo. John I I:Hgh, 
r .en tly retired unci able to concentrate on the important 
things in life, has ilown d Di,ml(lnd di Id nee. The Alpin • 

D ivision vi ited Puimoisson recently to polish their 

mountain sOJring ski lls, , ncf th • Ouo D iscu new .1 

rlc'ditablc JSOkm in challenging ondition>. 1'\i o la 

Loi thouse, .1 iormPJ burs,lrv student, IS now ilving with 
the RAF and pi ln ting VC I Os. In .1dditi n ro our other 

ilying adiviti , w have .1 keen group meeting on 
Tuesd.1y rnum ings to ily r.1dlo ontrotlcd model tu >sand 
gliders. Our trial lesson da · ;ue till Jttrnct!ng the puill i ­

in p le.1sing numbers, but it would be impo sibll' to run 

these were it not ior the wil l ing helpers on the ground. 
So. d big thanks to JackiP W ill i71mS and l.m HJim . 

Peter I Holloway 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 
W E IIAVF not had tlw h t t)i soaring"" th er thi ye:1r, 
even the Early Bird Trophv for the i irst I Okm ilight was 

claimed by Petc·r C ill much I ter th.1n u>ual. 

Congratulations to Tony Moore on h i> f i ' hours Jnd son 
M.1tt, who soloed reccnrl ', rtcw a first o lo aerotow and 

cluim<=d a Bronze le • dll n th s.1n1e dJy. In lul y, Pctul 
Cnoper organised a ourmer Fl r-ln wh ich attra d six 

aircrait ior the weekend. O n ot our K-1 s w nt o1cros to 
Th ' W rekin Gliding Club to give air expcrien ,e !lights to 
visitor> at the Lar<>e M odel i\ircr~ft Event. Even later in the 
month, Staiiordghirc C joined iorces w ith W r kin G _ 

and the BG1\ to put on a publici ty cvtJnt ,11 lhe _osiord 
Air Museum. The 13GA St;,nd and" Stdnr.brd Astir 

attracted a lot oi visitors. A StJ ts Twin Asti r .1nd Wr"kin's 
K-2·1 w ere avai lable ior <1l r exp •rienc' iligh and werr 

well used. We oiier our thank... to the tl ,I\, and in 
p.lrtiru lar to K • th Auchterlonie, forth ir help. and to th 
Air M useum for the u e oi the ~pa<·e • 

Colin Ratcli ffe 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 
WE'VE had some good ilying days over l une dnclluly th is 
year. Towards the end o i July, the we.1th r ior our 1.1sk 

week hr.·ld up quit<, well 1vh iil~ the weeks either sidu 
would h<we resulted in some disappointment. We 
managed to ily each d;1y with the 2G Stratiord on Avon 

pilots taking pari notching up nearly 270 hours of flyi ng 

and a total distance ui over G,OOOkm between them. 
O rlCP ag,1in this YPdr we hired the BG/\'s Duo Discus, 

which provided a wonr.bfu l alternative to our usual 
aircraft. We had iour tlights oi over .lOOkm. Thanks to the 

task week coaches inr mak ing the wuck a success. f ,u lier 
in l uly, Les Midd le\on re-solocd .litera gap oi 26 )'<WS­
congratu lations to him. The clubhouse rt'furbishment 

progresses and the new briefing room has hPen up and 

running for <l w hile. Tht• new workshop is taking shape 
and it's good to S<.'e plans cominfl to iruition. w~· ain1 to 

fin ish the summer month> w ith J lJBQ - which will be o1 

iund rai er ior .111 the ongoing building-work. 

Richard Maksymowicz 
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Club news 
:::- Surrey Hills (Kenley) 
CONCRATU LATION S to Rod Connnrs for going solo on 

,1 trip to Portmoak Jnd rc-soloing at Kenley a few days 
later and well done to Chris North for ga ining his Cross­

Count ry Endorsement. f\ big welcome to Larr)' Lavves, 
who h<1s joinl'd us from 61 5 VGS as a b,>sic instructor. 

Some oi our rnemuers have been competition fl y ing this 

)'ear with a group taking p.lrt in the Eastern regionals 
where, despite horrendous weather, some got to 
expcrit>nce cross-country fly ing inr the first time. Ex-( FI 

Peter Poole and I headed off to Competition Enterprise at 

North llill when' a lot of interesting flying was achieved. 
Surrey Hills hosted its first ever Inter-club League round at 
Kent G · The weather was not kind to us, but we enjoyed 

a sooable weekend w ith some interesting flying too. 

TI1e lub has put in an order with Sk)'I,JUnch for a new 
w inch to o.se th lo,1d on our old Tost, .md we now 

have our o ld T-21 b,lCk on line which is proving very 

pof->u lar. TI1e T-2 1 will be lebraling its 60th birthday this 
year ,md we are trying t urg, nise an event to mark the 

occaston. 
Marc Corrance 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsey) 
THE home leg of the Wood dnd Gla.>S Cup, held on the 
week nrf of th 1:2. ,me! 1 J July, was w on on both days by 

John Williams in hi s LS8, giving 'C•am Kirton a substantial 
lead over uur ri vd iS from Sa ltby. Vin Marchnnt prcrared 

the now traditiunal hog roast for the Saturday e\<cn ing 

feast. We w re well represented in the North erns at 
Sutton l>cmk thi s year wi th entr ies from Steve Wilkinson , 

Robi n Parker and 8arry f'ri clg£-on. Steve ft nishecl 1Oth 
overall with 20 r. 9 po in , narrowly b >ating Robin in 11th 
w ith l 041 p ints. Barry man gccl a credi tab le 20th with 

836 points in his fir st regional comp. Tr nt Vc1lley 

provided the glid ing a livity for Poacher 2001:1, an 
International Scout end Guide Camp held on the 

Lmcoln hire Showgrouncl at the end of July. Over Ove 

da <s w • did m r<' than 200 air Xf.Jeri ne flighb for the 
S out , uides c~nd their lead r . 

Alan Spencer 

Vale of the White Horse (Sandhill Farm) 
OK, w did have some good days this summ r, a few 

ao <-countri • .md me memorable moment> Two of 
our in tructor l,lllcl out in one of th lub k.-1 3 , 

pi ckrng a lovely reld overlooked b the L ffrn 'IOn White 
Hor · •. Our firs t 'Hangar f'<lrty' Wil! a greilt succ ·s .1s 

predict.eJ last issu • (apart from the Weather o f course). 
Many peop le chose to camp su that they could drink a 

bit and slil)' lat enough l get through the magnifiettnl 
hog dnd <lllea t three b~nd , B)• th next morning it wds 
rai ning swad il y and scores of clamp people rolled out n i 

th ir tents for breakfast of coffee, tc, , sausag and whot 
wa leit oi the hog. A gre,lt time was h,d by, 11 . 
Glastonbury at your he~rt out! uch a St.Jcces was the 

firs t J.larly that w !' h11d another one last week; thi time a 
surprise birthday party for our hairman, Pau l Graham, If 

anyth ing this one was an even >reJl •r suc:a . o the 

If it's too wet to fly .. Party! The Vale of the White 
Horse Hangar Party was a great success 

obvious con lu;ion is - clear out the hangar, >ell the 
gl iders and apply for a liquor , nd nightclub l i en ·e. 

Jay Myrdal 

Welland (Lyveden) 
THE end 11i la l year sJw some soar ing, 1\ndy llurton and 
Simon l'ratt ;olm:d, and Terry Kenclaii -Torry cwnC'd his 
llali Ca t rating. The annual pri ze-giving presented; TI1 , 

Sedburgh CL'P for best ah initio to l{ol> Marsh; The Ray 

Clork PC cup ior the best flight by a pre-Silver pilot to 
janc Cooper; The Best in Wood to Stephcn llurgess; Th 

267 Fastest hand i pped 100 t Strz.eb; Rigging Pin iur 
iaux pas to '"1al ulm lohnson; The CFI hi c: ld to Vicky 

Asquith; Th Pett>r Heywood t\ ward to Jo Cooper; L<Jdder 
Trophies w ent to Str7..eb and Mark Rushton Dick Short 

h<Js been busy with EASA requrrc:ments whrle leaving a 
little time to ;oar; Jo Coof->Cr e rned his Crus.s- ountry 
Endorsem nl and laims his 1 OOkm diploma with his 

Silver; and f'<lul Sal li s passed his 13rom:e theo ry and has 
climbed to Silver height. There have hem a f:!w mod ·st 

postings on the ' ational Lad<;ler. July ;ilw six pilots irom 
the ·1 5m Nationals asking for midweek access with a 
mass landing at Lyved •n . Both vVi ttf'rin and Hus Bos 
have Jffered t ,tancl in for our grounded ug. 

John Strzebrakowski 

Windrushers (Bicester) 
THE weather bu ked up in the end for the Kegionals, 
with the OpQfl class having five d.rys nnd four for the 

Sport>. Th •ventu, I winners wer Mike Fox in the Sport 
and John Rnberts in the ClpE,n. We wi sh Minoo Pate! a 
speedy recovery following his fi eld land ing inc ident , 
tnanks to all of th<1Se who turnrcd up ither to participate, 

o rgan ise ur lend moral support. We have acqu ired an 
additional K- 13 from Aston Down . Phill ipa Roberts of 

OUGC completed her Silver by fl y in!l to Hus B s in a 
20-knot hm clw icd. Alan Smith has becorn ' aD Fl, Dave 

Morg0 n sw.1pped his Bl rating ior dll Ass Cat ra ting and 
Oilve Smi th has g<J ined Part ·1 oi th e MGIR. We are 

pl e~s~'<.i that our negotiations with Defence Estates havE 

More than 200 scouts and guides attending the Poacher 2008 International 
Camp in Lincolnshire tried gliding with Trent Valley over a five-day period 

Edward Harrison receives his wings 
from Yorkshire CFI Richard Cole 
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resulted in their oifer tn ex tend our lease at 13iccstcr for 

;mother ye<H, subject to the nccess<J ry legal processes. 
This meons that we Cil n look iorwerd to hJving all of next 

year to fly from Bicester, .1nd up to June 2010. We would 
like to thdnk John Delafit'ld in f.ldrlicular ior leading the-,. • 

negotiations- excellent job. Dickie Fedkes retired as 
Cheirman of the M.magement Committee. He wi ll stdy 
on .1.:. vice-cha irmM, rema ins,, director Jnd wi ll ;, t J.S 

glider member. 
Oavid Smith 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
MID-SUM,vtER is the usual peak of ou.r season, w ith 
v.trious Regional, Ncllional ,lncllnter-club League 

compPiition entries, regular course . . Fridily evening guest 

flying. "Wyvern Wings" task w~ks .1nd the Inter-S rvic 

competition, as well as the regular demand for we kend 

club fl ying. This year, untortunatcl y, the uwnt!r o f the 

<Ji rsparP whNe Upilvon i located also cl • ·icled to ho ld 
major military exercise. during wh ich we couldn't fl y, so 

the J.lrogramme h.1s bccrr busier th<Hl ever. In th Inter­
club League Wyvem falted make cln impact on (Jur 

neighbourrng clubs and fini shed last although th ere were 
a few ind iv idual triumph s. ThP first Wings Week was a 
moderate ~u c.ces~ with flying on iour of fh/J days. 
llowever Will Chappel cap italised on one oi these to 

p lan an en terprising Diamond distan e attemp in hi> 
LS8-18 in which he succeeded ;mcl almost nlilde it home 

too. The st•cond Wings W eek was all but wrpecl out by 
w eather and the military cx e rci~ . s I w rite th i W ill i 

about to start his third Gl rnpaign at th junior et ionals­
we wish him luck; and a teom of five members is 

reprC'Senting the Army in the lntcr-Scrvic RGC A lthough 
they !;'le<' the overwhelming number; of the entry 

they intend to give them a good run for their moneyl 
Andy Gibson 

York Gliding Centre (Rufforth) 
THANKS to the lub' · advert 'spm ·nt in the lest is,ue of 

S&C, we now have a twin-drum winch, di el -powered, 

acquired from Darlton Gliding Club. ouinghamshire, 
where it was surpl us to requirements. Our existing winch 

is nearing the end tJ r s life and ri sing fuel pri ces have 
focused attention on keeping gliding afiordable, 

eSf->ed JIIy for younger members. A lot of \\ Ork has be~~n 

carried out by members to our new clubhouse but it 

could all be ruined due to a leaking roof which needs 
urgent attention. The cost is .£8,000 w hich, for insur<Jnc, 

purposes, must be carrit'd out by a pro cssi onal firm. lt 
\V<JS th erefore dec ided !het each mccmber should be asked 

to contribute £5 0 to covl'r th e cost. wh ich equJtes to an 
aerotow or two on those d~ys when the surnmcr ra in 
st.upped flyi ng, The club has also app li t'-..:1 for a licence 
to provi de late-night reireshm nls dncl drinks, I the 

har - eh rs! 
Chris Brayne 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
D PJTE the indifferent weather, thNe ha, been ome 

enjoyable ilying from Sutton Bank. Anrly Wrighl managed 
another 750km. Harry Clark has completed hrs river 
with an ouhllld-rcturn 50km fli ght. Andy Oarl ington h<Js 

n >mpleted his Bronzr; ilying ,Jncl sue. sfully passed the 

written exam. Congratulations to you both. The biggest 
thank you must gu to our Nortlll'rns organ ising te;Jm, 
who, despi te the weather mak ing task setting difficult , 

managed five competition cla)'S - the winner being Mike 
Armstrung in hi s Ventus. The socia l side of the NorthQrns 

was ratt<d thl' best ever wi th dining in evenings, cocktail 
evenings, a Thai iood evening, not to mention the Bird oi 

Prey d isp l.1y. N ovice or Pundit, crPw or family, yuu will 
not be disappointed - put the 2009 , orthPrns in your 

diary. Edward Harri son went solo on hrs 16th birthday 
on Friday 1 August. Erlward joined th e club in October 

20()7 and his trai ning has been suworte<.l by th' 
Caro line Trust with matched funding from the Yorkshire 

G liding Club. 

John Marsh 
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Club focus 

NENE VALLEY Gliding Club is a friendly dub 
providing leisure, cross-country and 
competitive flying to member solo pilots, 
trainees and visitors in comparatively free 
airspace. Current membership is around 45 
with 21 privately-owned gliders on site. 

The club fleet includes two two-seater 
gliders for training, a single-seat glider for 
solo pilots, and a large number of privately 
owned aircraft arc also kept on-site. Nene 
Valley (NVGC) operates from our airtield 
at Upwood, Cambridgeshire, using two 
winches for launching Uf> to 2000ft. 
Members also have access to motor 
~tiding facilities and aerotow launches provided by 
visiting tug aircraft. 

The site includes a Jl < mile-long runway, hangar and 
workshop, trailer parking and a clubhouse. Our 
clubhouse offers a comfortable lecture room and main 
clubroom facilities, toilets and shower, kitchen and 
refreshments, and a club office. 

NVGC began life in 1968, using a field at Winwick, 
near Molesworth, and was duly registered as a member 
of the BGA. 

In 1982, following friendly negotiations with the 

.1uthorities at RAF Alconbury, and al the request of 
the RAF, the gliding club moved to RAF Upwood to 
avoid the Alconbury MATZ panhandle. 

In 1995 the club was given notice by the Defence 
land Agent to find a new home as RAF Upwood was 
mothballed and put up for sale. After a period of 
uncertainty, Marshal Papworth, a local farmer and glider 
pilot, offered the club a lease on land adjacent lo RAF 
Upwood. 

At a glance 
Full membership: £189pa 

Launch type: Winch £5.50 (incl first five mins) 

Club Fleet: 
K-7/13, K-7, SZD Junior, KA-8 

Private Gliders: 
21 aircraft from Grasshopper to DG-300 

Instructors: 10 

Types of Lift: thermal, occasional wave 

Operates: Thursdays (solo only) , weekends 
and bank holidays 

Contact: 01487 813062 
www.nbgc.org.uk 

publicity @nvgc.org.uk 

Site Lat and Long: N52°25.947 
W000°08.851 

Planning permission was 
subsequently granted and 
members began construction of 
the new clubhouse and hangar. 

The club moved lo the new 
silc in May 1997, but the site 
was renamed Marshal's Paddock 
following the tragic death of 
Marshal Papworth in March 2000. 

The club fleet has been 
improved with the addition of a 
K-7 /13 and newer Junior. Our two 
purpose-built winches have been 
continuously upgraded, offering 
excellent launch facilities on our 
240°/060° grass runway. 

Our priority is to keep NVGC 
membership both affordable and 

accessible so the club is run on an entirely voluntary 
basis, including daily airtield tasks, maintenance, and 
se·rvicing of aircraft and equipment. All members arc 
encouraged lo support lhe club - no previous 
experience is necessary; our only requirement is a 
willingness to help. 

Simon Genl 

microRecorder 
The new generation of night data recorders 

@ SO card and Engine Noise included 
@ Complete moving map systems available 
e 1 00 hours battery life 
@ Ratified for all flights 
@ NMEA and 5 volts out for PDA 

ONLY 

£425+VAT 
Incl. an~enna and USB 

dara/charging cable 
and SO card 

Contact Graham on +44 (0)7968 066710, graham@ewavionics . com or www.ewavionics.com 
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BGA Accident/incident summaries 
PILOT(S) AIRCRAFT 

Ref Type Registration Damage Date, time Place Age Injury P1 Hours 

52 Duo Discus 4661 I H131 substantial 14/06/08 13:30 The Gliding Centre 53 I 31 · none/ none not reported 
Landing out into a field, a wingtip caught on a pile of cut hay. The glider groundlooped, breaking off the tail. 

53 ASK21 G-DERH minor 4/05/08 16:00 
The instructor took over too late to prevent a heavy, tail-first landing from bursting the tailwheel. 

Burn GC 47/14 none/none 640 

54 n/a n/a minor 8/06/08 17:40 Four Counties GC n/a n/a n/a 
A shift in the wind direction during the afternoon led to a falling cable damaging the parked (locked, key-less and immovable) cars of some visiting pilots. 

55 Skylark 3 - I BJB minor 15/06/08 15:00 Dumfries & District GC 52 none not reported 
Partial ground loop damaged the landing skid and wheel axle. 

56 ASK13 -I DMX none 11/06/08 14:00 Dartmoor GS n/a none/none n/a 
The cable released at low altitude but the winch driver continued to wind it in. Only after the parachute contacted the wing of the glider did the driver realise what had 
happened and stop the winch 

57 Mistral C 4725 I JRS substantial 04/06/08 15:20 
At the end of a full airbrake approach. the glider failed to round out and landed heavily. 

58 Astir CS 
Wheel up landing 

4185 I HTG none 25/06/08 15:45 

Ranlesden GC 

Trent Valley GC 

63 none 22 

48 none 175 

59 SF25C G-CCHX minor 01/07/08 10:00 Lasham GS 47 none/none 2600 
Landing onto a rough area of the airfield, a pothole lipped the TMG forward allowing the propellor to strike the ground. 

60 Caproni Calif 5219 I NC substantial 28/06/08 15:30 Lasham GS n/a /58 minor/none200 
The handling pilot had difficulty maintaining a steady attitude and airspeed on approach, with his left hand holding the control stick and right hand on the airbrake lever. A 
very hard landing into an uphill field led to a groundloop, damaging the glider. 

61 LS6 G-DHUM substantial 05/07/08 16:45 The Gliding Centre 45 serious not reported 
The glider was seen to enter a spin on final glide to the airfield at the end of a competition flight. The pilot broke an ankle, with further injuries to his head and back 

62 PA25 Pawnee not reported minor 25/05/08 11 :30 Borders GC n/a none 365 
On final approach in windy conditions. the tug abruptly dropped the last 6ft to the ground. The heavy landing damaged the undercarriage frame 

63 Duo Discus 
Wheel up landing. 

G-DUOX none 14/06/08 12:00 Black Mountains GC not reported none 2600 

64 Vega - I DXG substantial 05/07/08 11 :00 Cairngorm GC 53 none not reported 
The glider drifted to one side during the early stages of an aerotow launch until the wingtip caught some long grass. After yawing round, the glider touched down and was 
dragged sideways for some 40 yards before the pilot could release. 

65 ASW27· 18E 5236 I Et substantial 05/06/0817:30 European Soaring Club 47 none 4000+ 
(Spain) 

After late field selection when low on final glide at the end of a competition flight. the pilot braked heavily trying to stop but still ran into obstructions at the end of the field 

66 SZD 55 3877 I 308 minor 23/06/08 15:05 Kent GC 49 none 220 
During a landing into an uphill but small field, the pilot groundlooped the glider to avoid the far hedge. The wingtip struck the hedge during the groundloop. damaging the 
wing and fuselage. 

67 ASW20 5000 I 5K substantial 08/07108 not reported The Gliding Centre 43 minor not reported 
While flying a circuit into a field at the end of a competition flight, the pilot stalled the glider over a wooded area and the glider descended onto the trees. 

68 Discus -/HOM minor 30/06/08 14:15 Cambridge GC 52 none 83 
lnflight loss of canopy. 

69 ASW 28 G-CJVS substantial 07/07/08 17:25 Rieti. Italy N/A none 2145 
At the end of a competition flight, strong sink and turbulence left the pilot too low to glide out of a wooded valley. In attempting to land in one of the few fields, the pilot's 
wingtip caught a tree on final approach. 

70 Ka2b 10261 BKH destroyed 29/06/08 16:30 Sackville Vintage GC 56 I 49 none/serious 1215 
The pilot of this vintage two-seater encountered heavy sink and stronger than expected winds soon after the low key area. Despite culling the circuit short. the glider was 
unable to clear the top of a tree on the boundary of the airfield. P2 suffered compound ankle fracture. 

71 ASW 27b G·CKRM substantial 12/07/08 14:35 The Gliding Centre 52 none not reported 
A field landing into a crop field at the end of a competition flight . The glider ground looped, breaking the fuselage. 

72 Citabria Scout G-BGGD minor 28/06/08 14:15 Bristol & Gloucester GC n/a none 970 
While taxiing the tug, an aileron spade caught on a glider trailer. damaging the aileron. 
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AAIB Update 
IN THE latest of our seri es gleaned from the 
UK Air Accident Investigation Branch, we 
reproduce a report into an ASH 25 acc ident. 
This is an abridged version of the report. The 
full report can be found in the AAIB 
l:lulletins at www.Jaib.clft.gov.ukl 
pub I ications/bu lleti ns.cfm 

From AAIB Bulletin 8/2008 

Aircraft: ASH 25 Cl icier, 925 (BGA 3909) 
Number & Type of Engines: N t <.1pplicable 
Year of Manufacture: ·1992 
Date & Time (UTC): 2 September 2007 <1t 
1512 hrs 
Location: Tomintoul, Morayshire, Scotland 
Type of Flight: Private 
Persons on Board: Crew - 2 P<1ssengers -
None 
Injuries: Crew - 1 (Fatal) 1 (Serious) 
Passengers - NIA 
Nature of Damage: Glider destroyerl 
Commander's Licence: None 
Commander's Age: 51 'ears 
Commander's Flying Experience: 750 hours 
on all types (estimated) 
Last 90 clays - 30 hours 
LJst 28 day - 24 hour 
Information Source: AAIB Field Investigation 

Synopsis: 
VVhilst competing in a gliding competition 
in Aberde nshire, Scotland, the pi lot (P1 ) o f 
the glider was Clttempting to land in a field 
near Tomintoul, Morayshire. When the 
glider was on its final approach he realised 

that it was too high and likely to overshoot 
the fi Id that he was planni ng to land in, h 
therefore entered an orbit to lose the 
excessive height. During this orbit the 
glider departed contro lled fli ght at a low 
height, and crashed into a field. The P1 was 
fatally injured and the other pilot (P2) was 
ser iously injured. 

Analysis: 
The P2 's recolleclions, and eyewi tness 
accounts, indic<1te tha t the gl icier departed 
contro lled flight whi lst in a right turn Jncl 
w ith insufficient height to make il safe 
recovery. lt was cs tJblishecl thil t the gl ider 
struck the ground right wing first in a very 
steep attitude with the land ing gear in the 
clown posit ion and the flaps most 
probilbly set at the ILJ nding pos ition. The 
cockpit was destroyed in the accident, and 
whilst the r ossibi l ity of a control restriction 
w ithin th is area could not be eliminated, 
tiP investigation cou ld identify no 
engineering reason why the acc ident should 
hilve occurred. In a turn to the right, the 
ri ght w ing, on the inside of the turn, would 
have had a slower re lati ve ili rflow over it 
compared to the left wing. As such, the 
right w ing woulcj hJve been closer to its 
stil l ling speed and would thus have been 
more susceptible to stLJ IIing before the left. 
A stall in this situation would have caused 
the glider's right wing to drop, which would 
have led to autorotati on and a steep nose­
clown attitude. In addition, the wind at the 
time was likely to hLJve been turbul nt and 

vari able in strength and direction. 
Th is may have had th effect of producing 
differing levels of lift LJiong the glider's long 
w ing and may also have milsked the in itia l 
indications of il sta ll , which inc ludes ligh t 
buffeting of the< ircraft. The Pl had 'l<1nded 
out' in aq ASH 25 and other types of glider 
before, and, as such had some experienc 
of the glider's hand ling and performance in 
th is situation. lt i!ppears, however, that the 
glider vvils too high on the approLJch to the 
selected fi eld and was unlikely to reach the 
fie ld beyond the houses. The P1 therefore 
entered an orbit to the right in an attempt 
to lose the excess hei<>ht. Assum ing the 
orbit WilS sta rted just after the last recorrled 
point, it would have taken I ss than eight 
seconds to reJch the wreckage location, 
possib ly exp laining why no other track 
point· were recorded. To lose 230ft withi n 
thLJ t time-fra me would require a descent 
rate in excess of 1, 725 ftlmi n, which is not 
unreLJ i istic for a gl ider tha t h<ls sta lled and 
is in the atl"itucle described by both the 
P2 and the eyewitness. Whilst the Pl 
received fata l injuries, the P2 susta ine<i 
in juries of a serious nLJture. The 
difference in their in juries was most 
likely clue to their relative seating positions. 
The front cockp it is l ikely to hav 
effectively absorbed a significant 
proportion of the impLJct forces during 
its deformation, with the con ·equence 
that the peak deceleration experien eel 
by the P2 wou ld have been less than that 
of the P1. 

BGA Accident/incident summaries continued 

AIRCRAFT 
Ref Type Registration Damage Date, time 

PILOT(S) 
Place Age Injury P1 Hours 

73 Standard C1rrus 822/3120 substantial 13/07/08 17:00 Bristol & Gloucester GC 52 none not reported 
A cross country flight ended in a field landing in crop, groundtooping the glider. Damage to fuselage/wing attachments may be beyond economic repair. 

74 SF25C G-HBOS minor 17/07/08 16:10 The Gliding Centre 70/45 none/none not reported 
On approach, the Pu/t was stow to round out and the instructor took over too late to prevent the prop from sinking the ground during a heavy landing. 

75 ASK 13 4602/ JLO substantial 02/07/08 14:45 Bowtand Forest GC 62/46 none/none 1130 
After touchdown. the P2 allowed the glider to weathercock off the landing area. By the time the instructor took control. the glider was rotting through an uneven area of the 
field; an airbrake caught the ground, damaging a pivot arm 

76 ASK 23 2997/ EVX substantial 16/07/08 17:15 London GC 61 minor not reported 
At the start of a winch launch. the glider failed to rotate 1nto the climb. A PlO developed, damaging the glider. 

77 ASW 20 G-CHPC destroyed 16/07/08 13:00 East Sussex GC 56 minor 120 
Landing out on a cross-country flight, the pilot overshot his intended landing area and crashed into a car park. 

78 LS4 -/MY minor 20/07/08 16:00 Bristol & Gloucester GC n/a none 102 
The pilot flew a fast approach. possibly with reduced airbrakes (having had to adjust the approach after being obstructed.) Two heavy touchdowns before the final landing 
damaged the undercarriage mechanism. 

79 ASK 21 5011/ KDP minor 19/07/08 17:05 Kent GC 55/ n/a none I none150 
Rear canopy detached in initial stages of aerotow. 

80 ASW 20 3820 I HBU substantial 07/07/08 16:30 Devon & Somerset GC 62 none 930 
After misjudging the best landing direction into a field. the pilot became distracted by the difficulties of landing slightly downhill and downwind. The glider stalled and 
dropped a wing at about 1Oft agl. 
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Obituaries 
Pauline Goodwin - Staffordshire 
FO R more than 10 yea rs Pauline was a 
devoted member of Staffordshire GC, one of 
those indispensable people w ithout whom the 
gliding movement could not survive. She 
served in many roles, including chai rman in 
the mid-80s ond ogo in in the mid-90s, os well 
itS vice chairman, social secretary, onnuol 
dinner organi ser, 100 Club manoger and a 
hundred other unnamed but vital rol es. 

At the club she met and married Roy, 
another club stalwart who was our treasurer 
for many yea rs. Roy and Pauline became 
inseparable names that were synonymous 
w ith utterl y reliab le servi ce to the club and it 
is to Roy that we extend our heartfelt 
condolences 

As a glider pilot, Pauline's airmanship was 
exemplary although she never believed that 
she wJs as competent as she rea ll y was . She 
certa inly hod the skill s to progress far in 
soari ng but, in all the flights I had with her, I 
can't reca ll a single decision that wasn 't the 
safest poss ible option. 

lt says a lot for her character that she was at 
times the only female member of a moorl and 
club w ith facilities that could best be 
described as basic, but this did not dim her 
enthusiasm. As Tony Boyce writes: "My 
ea rl iest memories of Pauline are of her arriva l 
at Morridge in the seventies when I flew w ith 
her. Her enthusiasm impressed me, especially 
as she had to pu t up w ith the pri vntions of a 
boggy hill site where the norm were three­
minute circ uits ending with the precision of a 
fi eld londing. 

"She had remarkable perseverance and 
eventuall y went so lo. Pauline maintained a 
loya lty to the club for very many yeilrs, 
demonstrated by her hard work and 
ded ication to the tasks she took on." 

Cedric Mei r also remembers her from those 
days. "M y iondest memories of Pauline are 
from the earl y years in the 1970s when 
Paul ine fi rst joined the club," he said. " Lots oi 
us felt that it was very nice but a little odd to 
have a lady pushing and shoving gliders. As 
the yea rs went by Pauline became more of a 
backroom person ca rrying out lots of jobs 
such as accoun ts and l 00 Club that make a 
self-help club like ours grow and prosper. 

" lt vvas with grea t sadness when we lea rn t 
of Pauline's pass ing. I suppose thinking <Jbout 
it in many ways our club is part of her 
legacy." 

In later yea rs Pauline seldom fl ew but 
remained loyal to the club and many of our 
newer members knew her mainly for the l<1 te 
afternoon visits when she i.lnd Roy ca me to 
co llect the fl ying sheets so they could begi n 
the somewhJt tortuous task of working out 
how two members had fl own simultaneously 
in a single-seater. In 2001 both were made 
honorarv life members 

I' ll l e~ve it to Chris Harris to sum up. 
"Pauline, what a lovely person - from the 
black cigarettes of the old clays to her lovely 
smile and enthusiasm. She was a star in so 
many ways and w ill be sadly missed." 
Peter Gill 
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Peter J Boneham 
- Derbyshire and Lancashire 

PETER 130NEHAM, who 
died on 29 July 2008, 
aged 88, was one of 
life's true gentlemen in 
every sense of the word . 
He was the son of the 
founder of the well ­
known Mansfield 
Precision Engineering 
firm Boneham and 
Turner. 

He had a privileged upbringing and, much 
to the delight of his fr iends, his fa ther 
educa ted him in the merits of good w ine. He 
started a degree course at Sheffield University 
but was reca lled to the fa mily business at the 
outbreak of the Second World War. An effort 
to join the Forces was thwarted by his father, 
who reported to the authoriti es that Peter, ils 
an engineer, was in a protected occupation. 

Th roughout his earl y life he had a passion 
to fl y, obtained a PPL and in the mid-1 950s 
joined the Derbyshi re and Lancashire Gliding 
Club. He played an JCtive li fe in club events; 
was a syndicate partner in gliders ra nging 
from Grunau Baby, Eagle, K-13, K-6e, 
Standard )antar, ASW 20, K-21 and DG-SOO 
over his flying career, w ith shares in motor 
gliders RF4 and RFSb. Whilst a cautious pilot 
he did become an assistant instructor. He 
was, for many yea rs, a committee member 
and unsung benefactor to the club, later 
being a vice chairman. 

'His wicked sense of humour 
led to many good stories and 

leg-pulling, sometimes 
playing the lord, sometimes 

the butler or chauffeur' 

Peter became managing director of 
Boneham and Turner. This prominence in the 
cornpilny and the responsibili ties it brought 
led to a heavy workload and many foreign 
travels. Whilst this brought him many 
privileges, he was more than w illing to share 
them w ith his friends, but it severely restricted 
his fl ying. 

Fo llowing his retirement in 1984, he 
enjoyed gliding expeditions w ith friends to 
Holland, France, Scotland, Spain, Germany 
and Austri a and, for many yea rs, supported 
the two-sea ter competition nt Pocklington as 
pilot and crew. 

For Peter the joy of these trips were more 
about being in the compilny of fri ends, 
unassumingly sharing his vas t knowledge and 
enjoy ing good food and wine. On many 
occas ions he would select a very good w ine 
for his friends to "s<:~m p l e". His w icked sense 
of humour led to many good stories and leg­
pulling, sometimes playing the lord, 
sometimes the butler or chauffeur but, sadly, 
space does not permit their reproduction. 

Throughout his li fe, his access to the 
skill ed engineers at Boneham and Turner 
together w ith his own superb engineering 
"workshop in il conservatory" ensured that 

the gliding club would always acquire spares 
for broken mechanica l equipment. 

He marri ed Margaret in 1952. She was a 
powerful force in Peter's life and together they 
were a formidable and successful team. To 
Margaret, thei r two children Nick and 
Eli zabeth and lheir fam ilies we extend our 
deepest sympathy. 

Bernarcl Thomas, an old Camph ill member, 
had a favourite saying, "What this club needs 
is a better class of member." Peter was that 
better cl ass of member in every way! To those 
who had the privilege of knowing Peter 
Boneham, he w ill be sadly missed. 
Some of his friends: Mike Armstrong, Peter 
Gray, Tony Leigh, Dave Martin 

Allan Stephen McWhirter - Wolds 
AL Mc\IVHIRTER died 
peacefull y in his sleep at 
home on 7 July 2008, 
aged 58, <J fter a short 
fight aga inst cilnce~ 
Allan vvas a well­
respected member of the 
Wolds Gliding Club, and 
well know n throughout 
the gliding communi ty. 

He stcnted gliding at 
the age of 14 and at 17 became the youngest 
instructor in the country at that time. 

His li fe was dedicated to fl ying and I have 
no doubt that many people w ill recoil the 
host of stories he had to tell about gliding 
whilst attending competiti ons and soc ial 
events . 

AI was iiercely competitive in all aspects of 
his li fe, parti cularl y gliding, entering many 
competiti ons over many years. 

The Pock lington two-seater competition 
was his favourite and he entered in his 
syndicate )anus after many years in the 
club's K-21. 

Latterl y, he became well known as a 
competition director of Nati onals, which he 
ra n very strictly but always w ith a sense of fun 
and fairness. 

AI spent large amounts of time instruct ing, 
passing on his skills and great enthusiasm for 
the sport. He was especially interested in 
teaching younger members and, as testament 
to his skill s, two of his protegees were to 
chosen to represent Grm t Britain in the 
Wor lds junior Championship in Italy. 

One of the memorab le moments of Allan's 
li fe was teaching Sir Ri chard Branson to fly as 
part of the Cayley glider project. For thi s 
occasion Allan was dressed in the costume of 
the coachman with Richard as the squire. 
Such was the success of thi s projec t he was 
invited to go to Ameri ca to part ic ipate w ith 
the Cay ley glider alongs ide the launch of the 
Virgin Voyager round-the-world flight. 

Allan was a great fa mil y man Jnd had 
grea t aifecti on for his his children and 
grandchildren 

He is, and w ill be, sadly missed by many of 
his friends and family- especiall y Mo, who 
nursed him unstintingly throughout his illness. 
lan MacCaig 
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BGA Badges 
No. Pilot Club (place of flight) Date 

GOLD BADGE 
2468 Bernie Svenson Wolds 13.7.2008 

2469 Peter Thomas London 13.7.2008 

2470 Richard Abbott Lasham 30.6.2008 

GOLD DISTANCE 

Bernie Svenson Wolds 13.7.2008 

(Pocklington) 

Peter Wagner Cambridge 4.7.2008 

(Gransden Lodge) 

Peter Bellham Buckminster 4.7.2008 

(Sallby) 

Peter Thomas London 13.7.2008 
(Dunstable) 

Richard Abboll Lasham 30.6.2008 

(Lasham) 

SILVER BADGE 

1 t 887 Ma~in Hargreaves Essex & Suffolk 9.4.2008 

t 1888 Ma~in Laxaback Oxford 8. 6.2008 

11889 Alexis Eden Four Counties 31 .5.2008 

11890 Haluk Yildiz Cambridge 23.6.2008 
11891 Helen Fraser Borders 14.6.2008 
11892 Sluarl Moon Windrushers 9.6.2008 
11893 Mark Player Bath & Wilts 7.6.2008 

11894 Derek Kitcher 621 VGS 23.6.2008 

11895 Gary Vaughan Burn 29.4.2008 
11896 Jeffrey Green Mendip 7.5.2008 

11897 Barry Pridgeon Trent Valley 8.6.2008 

11898 Rrllard Mal<sy!T'o.\'i:z Stratford 8 .6.2008 

11899 Christopher Palmer Windrushers 23 .6.2008 
11900 Graham Milcheson Borders 14.6.2008 

11901 Jonathan Davidson RAF GSA 9.6.2008 
11902 Graham Higgins Burn 20.5.2008 

11903 Michael Rogers Midland 23.6.2008 

11 904 James List Midland 15.7.2008 
11905 Brian Alien Derby & Lanes 13.7.2008 

11906 John Clark Yorkshire 4.7.2008 

11907 Simon Alack Cranwell 13.7.2008 

11908 Graham Bell Cambridge 4.7.2008 
11909 Keilh Fishenden London 4.7.2008 

11910 Geraldine Hasluck Soulhdown 21.7.2008 

11911 Paul Beckett Wyvern 30.6.2008 

119 t 2 Paul Fletcher Shenington 13.7.2008 
11913 Alex Wail Wyvern 27.7.2008 

11914 Ben Crook Kent 27.7.2008 

11915 Jeremy Brown Cleveland 13.7.2008 

DIAMOND HEIGHT 

3-1701 lan Surley Borders 26.4.2008 

(Millie ld) 

DIAMOND DISTANCE 
1-1099 Mark Gatehouse Devon & Somerset 19.5.2008 

(Dunkeswell) 

1-1100David Zarb Bristol & Glos 23.6.2008 
(Nympslield) 

1-1 101 Paul Rowden Cambridge 4.7.2008 

(Gransden Lodge) 

DIAMOND GOAL 

2-2321 John Haigh Soulhdown (Parham) 4.6 .2008 
2-2332 George Knight Cambridge 17 .6 .2008 

(Gransden Lodge) 

2-3233 Neil Shaw Po~smoulh Naval 20.6.2008 

(Ocana, Spain) 

2·3234 Bernie Svenson Welds (Pockling ton) 13 .7.2008 
2-3235 Peter Wagner Cambridge 4.7.08 

(Gransden Lodge) 

2-3236 Peter Bellham Buckminster (Sallby) 4.7.08 

2-3237 Richard Abbott Lasham (Lasham) 30.6.08 

UK CROSS-COUNTRY DIPLOMA 

1075 Martin Hargreaves Essex & Sullolk 9.4.2008 
1076 James List Midland 4.6.2008 

1077 Haluk Yildiz Cambridge 24.6 .2008 
1078 Helen Fraser Bo rders 14.6.2008 

1079 Graham Mitcheson Bo rders 14 .6.2008 

1080 Graham Higgins Burn 20.5.2008 
1081 Graham Bell Cambridge 4 .7.2008 
1082 Chris Lewis Cambridge 4.7.2008 

AEROBATIC BADGES 

Standard Known Gany Simpson Scottish Gliding Union 24.7.2008 

Standard Known William Rolh Lasham 10.7.2008 
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Classifieds 
Please s end the text of your c lassified advert to 
Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) -
debbie@gllding.co.uk. Call 0116 253 1051 
if you have any queries about c lassified adverts . 

Please remember that, if you a re emailing text, 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by post or credit card by the 
deadline. The deadline for classifieds to be included 
in the December 2008 - January 2009 issue o f 
Sailplane & Gliding is 3 November, 2008 a fte r 
which any adverts received will b e published in the 
following issue. 

Text: SOp/word, minimum twenty words (£16) . 
Black and white photographs: £6 extra 
Box number: £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

STANDARD CIRRUS £89995 ono. LNav, 
GPS, Logger, Chute & Full kit included. Tel: 
07766077358 email: pete.smith@ge.com 

Nimbus3 25.5m. Full panel, oxygen, fin tank. 
tail wheel, 720 radio, alligator trailer, 
waterproof covers, 1 man rigging aid possible. 
Small amount of gelcoat repair required but 
easy winter project. £22,500.or offers for quick 
sale. Tel 01252 874081 - 07831 546407. 
graham.ross7@ntlworld.com Lasham based. 

Nimbus2c/20.3m, G-DEFF full kit, CARBON 
FIBER WINGS (Refinished), 49-1 (Jayne's 
world), Excellent handling/brakes. 1726hrs 575 
launches, full panel, New ATR600. GPS, A/H. 2 
batteries, oxy, etc. stands, tow/out etc. Glass 
covered trailer refurbished, 01495 772437 

Slingsby Sport Vega T65C. Good 
condition, 15m span, rigs easily, soars well , 
LX400 GPS, trailer, parachute, tow-out gear. 
EASA ColA to March 2009. £7,200. Email 
martin_heneghan@hotmail.com or 01329 
663375 (evenings) 

FOR SALE 
PA-25-235 (MODIFIED 250) PIPER PAWNEE G-ASIY 
G-ASIY, has been •:1ilh the RAFGSA lor many years. and has proved 
to be a very reliable work horse. The airlrame rs in very good 
condruon. l'lith lhe luselage being recovered in 2003 and totally 
repainted at that time. Equipment tilted Seeker Radio, mudguards. 
Tost retractable winch. Hollman 4 blade prop. triple gauge. and 
typical eng, flight instruments. MOD SA01154AT recently embodied 
with alleviates the repetitive inspection of the undercarriage cluster 
AD 95-12-01 . Wing struts due 14/021201 0. Log books available tor 
viewing. Total Eng Hrs: 1929 Airlrame Hours: 9386. 

€251 ,000 (lnc VAT) 
Email : rafgsaeang@btconnect.com or Tel : 01296 696798 

Bronze & Beyond 
Brush up your knowledge 

The book that tells you what 
every British cross-country 

pilot should know. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs, and direct from: 

http:/ltinyurl_com/Sn34z 

MASON RESTORATION 

ill 
Glider and Motorglider 

CofA Inspections 
Weight and Balance 

Repairs and Refinishing on 
Wood and Glassfibre 

27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines PE12 6EH 

Phone: Dave Mason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.tlight@virgin.net 

MINDEN, NEVADA Come to Minden 's new 
commercial operator, Soaring NV. We offer 
advanced cross-country instruction in our Duo 
Discus; learn-to-fly and intermediate instruction 
in our ASK-21 . For detailed p rogram 
information, visit our website: SoaringNV.com 

TUG & MOTORGLIDERs annual and ColA 
inspections carried out in Bucks area. For 
more info please contact us on 
ready2av8@aol.com 

WANTED 

VENTUS C wanted, must be in good 
condition and have a decent trailer. 
Chrishuck3@aol.com or Tel: 07970549445 
(mobile) 

WANTED for posterity Nevynn International 
Catalogue and Price List. Please tel : 01623 
634437 

ACCOMMODATION 

GLIDE SEMINOLE LAKE GLIDERPORT 
Holiday home convenient for flying and Florida 
attractions. Email :shane.guy@ btinternet.com 
or Tel 01223 236618. 

Visiting 
Oz? 

www.keepitsoaring.com 

Climate and Dusty Free Covers 

from 

~ ••• ,. 
R.ll 

Sweden 
www.emfo.se emfo@telia.com 

For More Information Contac t Lars-Erik B lom 
EM FO AB Sweden 
Fax 46 504 15 161 
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FOR ALL YOUR 
GLIDING NEEDS 

Visit our shop @ www.gliding.co.uk 

REGISTRATION MARKINGS 
Make sure you comply with 

EASA I CAA Regulations. 

Easy to apply vinyl lettering 
for your glider. 

We can also supply a 'stencil' 
so you can accurately paint the 

lettering if you prefer. 

Contact Signpost Express on 
01983 821778 for details 

or visit our website at 
www.glider-vinyl-signs.co.uk 

(boat graphics at www.boatnames.co.uk) 

Soar the New Zealand Alps 

Gavin Wills 
Mountain Soaring School 

Season: October to March 

Personalised soaring adventures 
and courses 

Enjoy the most spectacular soaring 
on earth! 

All information and contacts: 
www.glideomarama.com 

GLIDER 
INSTRUMENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel: 01568 708 368 

Crystal clear ..... 
This beautiful tapered t orner crystal block measures 
SO x 50 x 50 mm and encloses a full 3D image of 
Or1e of the most bea uti fu l sa ilplanes ever designed. 

A perfect replica, whether viewed from above, 
below or behincl, it's a miniature to treasure. 

The block is made from K9 optical Lead Crystal, 
and is specific<llly designed to ref lect the 
minute detail offered by h1odern la d engraving 

technology. 

An ideal gift for Christmas, to mark a spec ial occasion or just 
to buy for your own enjoyment, it is <lVailable as ASW28 (as 
illustrated), ASW22. Nimbus 3DT or Pegase. 

Supplied in a si lk lined presentation box, this unu ual precision 
made block can be us~d as a simple paper­
weight or a delightful display piece. 

This superb gift can be found in the BGA 
online shop at www.gliding.eo.uk/ shop 
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