


The "LYNX" Aviation Battery 

Finally, the battery we have all been waiting for. 
All the power you will need in a little black box 
with less weight and more reliability, but above 'all 
no design changes to your aircraft. 

The " L YNX" rechargeable Nickel Metal Hydride battery 
has been specially developed to cope with 
the increased power demands placed on todays 
well equipped aircraft, be they glider or power. 

Making light work of supplying power to S Mode 
Transponders, Turn and Slip Indicators, Artificial 
Horizons, FLARM, GPS, Glide Computers, 
Radios, PDA's and Flight Recorders. 

Utilizing the same dimensions as the 7 Ah lead 
gel acid (LGA) battery, the "LYNX' can 
outperform its lead gel partner in both weight, 
power, reliability- and above all else safety. 

Lead gel acid batteries will deteriorate in a 
very short time culminating in both the voltage 
and current being reduced considerably. 

Delivering more than double the power 
throughout the temperature spectrum when 
compared to the lead gel acid battery, this unit 
will perform with reliability every time. 

Product Features 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

Lighter than LGA Battery 
High safety factors built-in 
Robust construction 
High reliability 
Short proof 
More power compared to LGA 
Longer lasting than an LGA 
Press to test voltage indicator 
Same footprint as 7 Ah LGA 
Built to ISO 9001/2000 standards 
Automatic built-in reset fuse 
Cost effective and value for money 

Technical Specifications 

Capacity: 
Output: 
Charge time: 
Charge Method: 
Safety: 
Fuse: 
Cable material: 
Working temp: 
Colour: 
Dimensions: 
Weight: 

lOAh @ 5 Amps 
4 Pin XLR 6Amp rated 
8 Hours 
dt/DT + -Ve delta v 
1 0 Hour timer. 

Automatic reset 
SUS flexible+ PVC jacket 
-20C > + 60C 
Black. 
65mm x 95mm x 150mm 
1. 9Kg 

Battery voltage indicator 

For further information: 

Tel: 

Fax 

+44(0) 1865 383426 

+44(0) 1865 383239 
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Andy Wood and Jacques Noel flying an ASK13, 
winch-launched at La Matte du Caire and soaring 
along the 'Wall of Auribeau'. See Adrian Lyth's article 
on flying in the Alps on p34. (Jacques Noel) 
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Attracting new members 

Midland GCs presence at two 
very different ait· shows proved 
it's not essential to take along a 
high-tech glider to crea te th at 
wow factor. Chris Ellis reports 

Schneider's last racer 

jochen Ewald cl imbs into the 
cockpit of the lSl Ost t find 
better ergonomics, safety and 
more room in this easy- to-fly and 
compet itive glider 

From ground run 

Don Puttock makes use of his reJr 
seat observations on s veral 
thousand training flights to consider 
the human factors that can affect the 
overal l safety of very eJrly stages of 
Cl w inch launch 

Mountain soaring 

Adrian lyth experiences some 
unique fl y ing opportunities ,1t LJ 
Matte, J French club that has the 
overall feel of a small UK club <lnd 
whose high-profile CFI, )Jcqucs 
Noel, welcomes every pilot by name 

The snifter reports 

With bad weather on ly very 
briefly interrupted by flying time, 
it wJs a clog's life at the Standard 
CIJss Nation<Jis, says Ella Draper, 
S&C 's ca nine reporter 

Member of the 
Royal Aero Club 

and the 
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~News 
• EASA has published Airworthiness Directive 2008-
0174 which identifies a fault in SPEKON RE-SL 
parachutes manufactured between 21 April 2008 and 

21 August 2008. The AD details serial numbers and 

compliance information. For more information go to 
hNp:llad.easa.europa.eu/blobleasa __ ad_2008_0174 

.pdf/AD_2008-o174_ 

• A REMINDER that the CAA exemption allowing 
EASA gliders to fly unregistered in the UK has now 

expired, so any active EASA glider must now be UK 

registered. Any owner who is unclear on this 1ssue 
should review the existing BGA advice at www. 

gliding.co.uklbgainfoltechnicatleasalintroduction.htm 

• THE CAA is now able to issue EASA ColAs and 
ARCs for gliders. So far more than 500 have been 
issued and the BGA is working with the CAA to clear 

the remaining backlog as soon as possible. A number 
of owners who applied for transition early in 2007 

should have received a transition refresh notification, 
following agreement from the CAA to allow these 

gliders to have their temporary BGA ColA renewed. If 
your glider BGA ColA IS due to expire before 31 

December 2008 and you have not received a refresh 
notification, contact the BGA. 

• PUBLICATION of a report into a fatal accident in 

New Zealand has prompted the UK AAIB to advise 
that UK pilots should be made aware of the 
recommendation made by the NZ CAA. You can find 

this in the accident report, available at 

www.caa.govt.nz!Accident_Reports!G-OJTA_ Fatal_ 

15_Nov 06.pdf 
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• THE French DGAC (the equivalent of the CAA) is 
recommending that all gliders flying in French 
airspace should carry an ELT operating on the 

406MHz frequency. The recommendation (which is a 

mandate for many aircraft categories) is at 
www.sia.aviation-civile.gouv.frldossier/aicfrancea/AIC 

A_2008_ 10_ EN.pdf 

• FOLLOWING consultation. Ofcom has published its 
decisions regarding making certain radio equipment 

licence-exempt. These decisions mean that the use of 
FLARM will be approved under the Wireless 
Telegraphy Regulations 2008, with immediate effect. 

• FLY ON TRACK is a revamped independent 
website for private pilots, covering airspace 
infringement issues. it IS run on behalf of GASCo as 

part of the Airspace Safety Initiative and you will find 

the NATS radar replays of airspace infringements and 
a wealth of information to help you avoid becoming an 
infringement statistic. You can take a look at 

hNp:llxsrvr.comlflyontracklcontentl 

• THE BGA is currently working towards the 

Foundation level of the Equality Standard for Sport. 
taking advantage of the support available from a 
leading expert as part of a CCPR-run scheme (CCPR 

is the national alliance of governing and 

representative bodies of sport and recreation). 
Closely related to 1ssues and challenges surrounding 
membership recruitment and retention, widening 

participation in gliding will reap many benefits and 

ensure that our sport remains vibrant in the future. 

Licensing 
nfolding story 

- the 

AS WE reported in the last issue of S&C, the 
BGA is continuing to work closely w ith 
European colleagues in the ECU and EAS to 
secure the best licensing 'dea l' for gl id ing, 
writes Chris Cibson. 

A recent EGU 'summit" held in Frankfu rt 
was well-attended by nearly 20 delega tes 
from a wide range of European stJLes and 
was very usefu l in developing a common 
view of the immediate and developing issues 
associated w ith NPA 17 and th most 
appropriate way to respond to these issues. 

Some of these are qui te subtle and 
potentially signi ficant. Perhar s the most 
significan t -and unsubtle - ot these is the 
restriction of gliding licence holders to fly in 
VFR conditions only. 

Various rer resenta tions have already been 
made to EASA to highlight the potential 
imr,Kt of such a restriction. 

In a similar fashion, the UK IMC r<1 ting is 
under threat ;:md, recognising the imract of 
these restrictions in the UK and elsewhere in 
Europe, EASA has established a new working 
group - F L 008 - w ith a remit to address 
the value of IMC privileges and the potential 

for retaining these under the new regulations. 
Ex isting requirements ior cloud flying in 

sai lplanes w ill now be formwlly incorporated 
into the TORs and it is hoped that a 
pragmatic way forward w ill bring <1 result that 
reta ins our current capabili ty to fly up to, and 
in, cloud. lt is envisaged that th is group will 
nPet towards th<:' end of 2008 <mcl publish its 
proposJis and recommendations in the th ird 
quarter of 2009. 

NPA 1 7 is only one of a number of NPAs 
which may affect gliding. An NPA addre.<;Sing 
operationa l issue is also due to be 
publ ished in December this year and there 
are cl e<J r interrelationships betwe n this 
and NPA 17. 

Partly in recognition of this, and in a move 
to align timescales, EASA has now further 
de!Jyeclthe elate ior completion of NPA 1 7 
responses until IS December 2008. 

Have <.1 look <J t the licensing p,1ge of the 
BGA website for the latest information and 
BGA views (www.gliding.eo.uk/bgainfo / 
nppl! futurelicensing.htm)- and use the EASA 
online common response tool to develop 
your own constructive alternc1t ive responses. 

Nationals, regionals and other dates 
BGA-rated and international competitions: 

Overseas Championships 

World Air Games 

Bidford Regionals 

Junior World Champ 

European Champ (!lapped) 

Ocana 

Torino 

Bid lord 

Frnland 

18-29/5/09 

7-1 3/6/09 

20-28/6/09 

21 /6-517/09 

Siovakia 27/6·1 1f7/09 

Competition Enlerprise (nol raled) Long Mynd 4-1217/09 

Sheninglon Regionals 

Booker Regionals 

Club Class Nationals 

European Champ (unllapped) 

Bicesler Regionals 

Women's World Champ 

18-Melre Nalionals 

Dunslable Regionals 

Northern Regionals 

Inter-Services 

Slandard Class Nalionals 

Tibenham Regionals 

20-Metre 2-Seater Champ 

Open Class Nal ionals 

Lasham Regionals 

Midland Regionals 

15m-Melre Nationals 

Junior Championships 

Gransden Regionals 

2-Seater Camp (not rated) 

Edgehlll 

Book er 

Pocklinglon 

Lithuania 

Bicester 

Hungary 

Hus Bos 

Dunsfable 

Sullon Bank 

Keevil 

Nympsfield 

Tibenham 

Tibenham 

Lasham 

La sham 

Hus Bos 

Aston Down 

Duns table 

Gransden 

Pocklinglon 

4-1217/09 

11-1919/09 

11 ·1917/09 

2517-8/8/09 

18-2617/09 

2517 ·8/8/09 

2517-2/8/09 

2517-2/8/09 

1·9/8/09 

1·9/8/09 

8-1618109 

8-16/8/09 

8-1618/09 

8-1618109 

8-1618109 

8-16/8/09 

22-3018/09 

22·3018109 

22-30/8109 

23-3018109 

2009 glider aerobatic contests: 

Dan Smilh Memorial (K21) Dunslable 28-29/3109 

Glider Aerobatic Nalionals Saltby 11 -14/6/09 

Saltby Open Sail by 11 -13/9(09 

Power vs Glider Wickenby 2-4110109 

Olher notable dates: 

Aerobalic Judging School (all disciplines). Wellesbourne 

Airtield 20-2113/09 

World Aeroballc Championships (power). Silverslone, 

20-30/8/09 

BGA conferences: 

Please make a nole lhat Saturday 24 January 2009 is ll1e 

dale for lhe BGA Chairmen and Treasurers Conference. The 

BGA AGM and Sporting Conference will be held on Saturday 

7 March 2009. 

Contributing to S&G in 2009: 

Edrtorial deadlrnes lor the next few S&Gs are as follows: 

February-March 2009 5 December 

Aprii-May 2009 9 February 

June-July 2009 10 April 

August-Seplember 2009 10 June 

All S&G deadlines can be found al IVK•w.gliding.co.uk along with 

notes for conlributors. We look lorward to hearing from you and 

please remember thal your feedback on any aspect of S&G is 

always welcome - email editor@saitplaneandgliding.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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• Derek Piggott received his Lilienthal medal at the FAI General Conference in SI Vincent, 
Aosta Valley, Italy in October. Our picture shows Max Bishop, FAI Secretary General, speaking 
about Derek, who had just been awarded the FAI Lilienthal medal by Pierre Portmann, 
President of FAI, seen here on Derek's right. (lan Strachan) 

Tune in for speed!y rescue 
Pilots and operators with emergency locator 
transmitters (ELT) should check that they Gi ll 

operate on the new location frequency of 
406MHz. 

ELTs, also known as beacons, have been 
locating pilots in distress and directing se<1rch 
<1nd rescue operation> since their inception 
in the ·1 970s. 

From I February 2009, ELTs that are tuned 
only to the <J nalogue frequencies of 
121.S/241MHz will no longer be picked up 
by the internation<J I sa tellite system that 
guides se<Jrch <1nd rescue te<1ms. 
Trilnsmissions will only be recognised from 
digitill beacons transmitting on 406MHz. 

The new frequency will transmit <Jn 
encoded message th<Jt includes a unique 

identifier, which mJy include location datil if 
the unit is connected to a glolxil positioning 
system (GNSS). 

The Internationa l Civil Aviation 
Organis<ltion (ICAO) Jnd the International 
Maritime OrganisJtion have initiated the 
changeover because of the superior 
capabilit ies of the 406MHz alerting system. 

The i nclu~ion of GNSS information should 
ensure that very accurate location of an 
incident is provided to rescue teams, thereby 
bringing help to pilots in distress much faster 
than was possible w ith the old system. 

New ELTs should still transmit on 
121.5/243 MHz as these frequencies wi ll 
continue to be used in the fina l homing 
stages of a rescut•. 

Representing Britain in 2009 
TEAMS representing Britain in 2009 have 
been numed and there has been a change of 
venue for the European Championships 
(unflapped). 

For the European Championships at the 
new venue of Pociunai, Lithuania (unfl<lpped 
classes) and N itra, Slov<1kia (flapped) the 
team is: Club Class: Petc Masson and lan 
l'v\acArthur; Standard Class: Howard )ones 
and George Metcalfe; Open Class: Pete 
Harvey, Steve )ones and lan Ashdown; 
18m Class: Russell Cheetham and Mike 

December 2008 - January 2009 

Young; 15m Class: Leigh Wells and Tim 
Scott. 

The team ior the Women's World Gl iding 
Championships al Szeged, Hungary w il l be 
Gill Spreck ley, Rose johnson, Li z Sparrow, 
Ayala Li ran, Kay Dr<1per, and Hannah Hay. 

The junior \IVorld Championships take 
place in Rayskala, Finland. The team wil l be 
Andy M ay, Tom Smith, M ike Collet!, W ill 
Ell is, Charlie Tagg and Shaun Mclaughl in. 
First two reserves are Stuart Carmichael and 
Wi 11 Chappel. 

• OFTEN billed as one of the most important events 

in the BGA's calendar. the 2009 Chairmen's 
Conference will take place on Saturday 24 January at 

Woodside Conference Centre in Kenilworth. Details 

will be circulated to club chairmen and posted on the 
BGA website in due course. The agenda is already 
filling with items of topical interest to those closely 

involved with' club management. 

• DAVENTRY is the location of the BGA Conference 
for 2009. lt will be held on Saturday 7 March at the 

Hellidon Lakes Hotel. 

• THE groundschool element of the 2009 CAA's 
FI(SLMG) course will take place at Husbands 

Bosworth from 9-t2 January. The rating qualifies a 
Full Category Gliding Instructor to teach students for 

the NPPL. Full details are available from the BGA 

SRE (Motor Gliders) Andy Miller on 01249 821 031 . 

• A NEW scheme is offering financial ass1stance to 
clubs planning specific projects with the objective of 

attracting new members. lt has been introduced by 
the BGA Communications and Marketing Committee 

under its remit to raise the profile of gliding with the 

ultimate aim of increasing clubs' flying membership. 
Details of the scheme and application forms can be 

found at www.gliding.co. uklbgainfolclubmanagement 

• AS PART of its EASA Part M airworthiness 

approval programme, the BGA is looking for people 

with experience of auditing in a documented quality I 
system to work in a voluntary capacity to assist in the 
development of a quality oversight system. This role 

may interest experienced quality professionals. 

Equally, because the BGA Part M approval is a formal 

European level approval, those embarking on a 
career in quality management may feel that 
contributing to this work may help career 

development. More deta1ls are available from the 
BGA Quality Manager, Peter Johnson, v1a 
office@gliding.co.uk 

• THE BGA has learned that, in relation to the Energy 
Products Directive and a subsequent consultation. 

there will be no increase on the duty applied to avgas. 
The rate of 30.35p per litre (the EU permitted 
minimum) is the rate that was proposed by the GA 

Alliance and its members, including the BGA. 

Unfortunately the duty applied to diesel will be 

increased to 50.35p per litre. Please note that this 
information is subject to confirmation by HMRC. 

• THE summer RAeC Newsletter is available at 
http:llwww.royalaeroclub.org/news088.pdf 

• RECENT winners of the BGA 1 000 Club Lottery 
include: July winner C E Wick (£28.25), with runners­

up BC Morris and M A Smith (£14.12); August winner 

M Davies (£28.25) with runners-up P Ashurst and 
B Goodspeed (£14.12); September winner M Hood 
(£22. 75) with runners-up A A Worters and H A Carton 

(£11 .37); and October winner K L Brackstone (£28.25) 

with runners-up V Phillips and SA Domoney (£14.12). 

• APOLOGIES that we are not able to run the 
second part of Gavin Wills' wave shapes article until a 

future issue of S&G. 
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Your letters 
Span and the PW-6 
PILOTS familiar wi th the PW-5 wou ld have 
been completely unsurprised that the PW-6 
(flight test, August/September 2008, p38) 
could thermal so well despite its 16m span. 
The P\N-6 has retained the delightful handling 
Jnd excellent soaring chJractcristics of its 
small forebe<1r, wh ich was sa id to be able to 
"stay up on the hea t from a warm meat pie" 
(a quote from New Zea land), all of which 
I ca n endorse from my own experience of 
both types. 

The P'vV-S also has a sufficientl y brisk speed 
r;:mge to have performed 500km cross­
countries and even a couple of GOOs, II RC. 

Back in the heyday ofTINSFOS (there is no 
substitute for span) some 40 yee1rs ago, Heinz 
Huth in his ea rly K-6 gave open ci<Jss gliders 
a hard time, not least because of its excellent 
m<Jnoeuvrability and soaring ability. If span 
were everyth ing, the 13.5m PW-5 could not 
equal or surpass the 18m Skylark, which it 
certJinly does. The difierence is in the 
modern aerodynJmi cs, including its high li ft 
aerofoi l. 

1-ew gliders achieve the theoret·ica ll y 
possible minimum sink because their wing 
sections run out of lift before getting down to 
the appropriate speed. I recJII thJt many ymrs 
ago, Canad ian D;;we Marsclen's own design 
two-seater with an Bib/square foot wing 
loading cou ld outsoar the Blonik, th,1nks to its 
slotted high li ft fl aps. 
John Gibson, Kendal 

Please send letters (marked "for publlcatkm ~J to 

the editor at editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk or 
the address on p3, Including your full contact 

deta1ls. Deadline for the next issue is 5 December 

Bungey hooks - the camera never lies? 
JOCK White's statement that fixed bungey 
hooks were " located in the bell y-position" 
(Leuers, October-Novernbc: r 2008, p6) does 
not cor respond to my c:xperi •n c , or the 
many photographs in my possess ion . 

Olympia 463s were supp lied with them 
right under the nose, ;md some Slingsby 
gliders had them bolted to the very front of 
the skid. Thev were abandoned for fear oi 
them catch in'g the rope or p;:nachute in a 
w inch launch, but they were excellent for 
bungey ing and I ilm sorry they di sappeared 
for that. 

jock's photograph of a 'Cambridge 11 ' being 
hand-launched Jt the Long M ynd is more 
likely to be the CUGC C1rnbr idge I or Pons, 
so-cal led because it was the bridge between 
so lo-training and higher things. All the 
photographs of the Cambridge 11 I have seen 
show a Union Jack on the rudder. 

The three five-hour flights day to which he 
refers wJs probably 22 June 19~0. First off in 
the Pons was Sigfrid Neum;:mn at 5.27am. His 
logbook says the w ind was 20 knots and the 
launch by bungey, so I don't think the 
photograph can be of him. 
Anthony Edwards, Cambridge 

Small but enthusiastic club seeks help 
THIS is a plea from Lincolnshire GC for 
assistance for our small fr iendly gliding c lub 
on the east coast. We currently have a 
chronic shortage of volunteer instructors Jt 
weekends to keep the club going and take the 
load off the cr,eaking three. The club fli es from 
the old World WJr 2 airfield at Strubby and 
has a sma ll but enthusias ti c membership. We 
operate K-13s as training aircraft into thermal s 
and sea breezes in the ummer by winch. 

We would be very grateful if Jny under­
employed fu ll or asst rated instructor from the 
east of England, who wishes to keep thei r 
hours up or gain experi ence at other clubs 
would come to our aid. 

Anyone interested can contact C:FI Dick 
Skerry by email : skerry@tisca li .co.uk 
Dick Skerry, Lincolnshire 

Silver wooden spoon stirs interest 
A SMALL advance on Harry Clark's time lapse 
(Letters, October-November 2008, p6). I went 
solo on 1 August '1960 w ith th e ATC. When I 
retired in 2004 I started gliding aga in and 
completed my Si lver on 7 April 2007, which 
is 46 ye;:lrS <llld 8 months. 
Peter Bellham, Buckminster 

• MY PROGRESS from first solo to Silver took 
52.5 years. So lo in 1952, height ga in in 1962, 
five hours in 1970 and 50km in 2005, making 
a reveo ling chart of confidence ga in. 
Ron Mackie, SGU (Any advance I- [d) 

Royal Aeronautical Society Lecture 
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Research on Sailplane Aerodynamics at Delft University of 
Technology Recent and Current Developments 

Loek Boermans, Associate Professor of Aerodynamics, Delft University of Technology & Prestdent of OSTIV 

Tuesday 17th February 2009 
Refreshments from 17:30 hrs • Lecture commences at 18:00 hrs • No. 4 Hamilton Place, London 

ATTENDANCE IS FREE 

Loek Boerman~ Lecture will consist of two part : 

Part one wilt deal with the resul s of recent aetodynamlc developments on wing planforms indudlng wlng tets, airfoll~. fuselage~ . w•ng-fuselag<> jtJn 10n and 
tailplanes. as applied 111 h•gh performance ~1lplar1es Antares, !itemme S2/S6JSBIS9 fam1 ty, Mu-31, Concordla and ASH 30. 

The same technology has been applied in the aerodynami< design ol the 4 Nun a solar rurs that all won the prest.Jg•ous World Solar Challenge, a bienruat ~olar 
powered 3000 km tar race from Oarwm to Adelaide, Austra li a. The aerodynamic featur~ of the Nuna 3 wil l be shown ;u an example. 

Part two will deal with resu l s oi current research on boundary layer control by suction for drag reduction by keeping the flow ldmmar. and lo t enhancement 
by keepmg the turbu lent flow attached. A low-cost method has been found of rnaking many tiny holes in a carbon fibre outer skm, and a perforated core 
mater1al. for the sullton sandwich construction. Thts technology IS a be<kon1ng perspective for tignlflcanl performance Improvemen t. 

This Lecture has been organt.led by the Royal APronautical Society'" General Avi<won Group 
The Lecture wt/1 take place at No.4 Hamilton Place, Londorr WIJ 780. 

For further details visit www.aerosociety.com/conference or call +44 {0)20 7670 4345 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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e News 

Fly-In fun for Air League 
This year's Air League 
Fly-In and Gliding Day 
achieved its objectives 
of flying, more flying 

and fun, reports Stuart Redman 

THE Air Le<Jgue youth day took place on 
Saturday 30 August in the traditional ex­
MoD surroundings ol Hicester airlielci. 

After signing in, early arriva ls helped juggle 
aircraft out of the h.:mgar until a T-21, two 
K-21 s (one from Flooker) <Jncl the 13GA Discus 
Duo had all emerged by about 10.15 and 
were parked outside. 

After the safety brief anci order of ceremony 
for the day were ably presented by Andy 
Perkins, we headed out on to the field in <1 

myriad of vehic les with the aircraft in tow. 
Flying began with w inch launches to the 

southeast and it soon becctme clear that the 
open-cockpit T-21 was most in demand. The 
weJther, which had started off unpromising, 
began to shrug off the continuance of the 
disappointing summer and started to roJst us. 

Instructors from the \IVycombe air centre 
(now part of the CahJir group) flew in to give 
<1 well-allended talk on PJ>L Jnd ATPL train ing 
for the aspiring commercia l pilots amongst 
the young Air League member . 

'Four strong-stomached 
members went up for some 

display practice in the 
Swift team's aerobatic Fox as 

the day drew to a close' 

After lunch, flying continued in the, by now, 
fantJstic conditions with some staying aloft an 
hour. All who wunted to fly the T-21 got the 
chance with some members man<1ging to fly 
four times Jcross J steadily increa ·ing fleet as 
a private owner offered a taste of powereci 
flying in a Robin DR40. Four strong­
stomached members went up for some displ.1y 
pr<1ctice in the Swift te<:~m's aerob.:t tic Fox JS 
the duy drew to a close. 

In Jll around 40 young member, and 
approximately 50 Air League, launches took 
place, with plenty more on the BGA simu iJtor. 

Flying finished on schedule with necks 
craning to watch a blistering aeros displ<ty 
from Pele Wells in his Twister. 

Thanks shou ld go to all the instructors, the 
Swift team Jnd <t ll who gave freely of their 
time, expertise Jncl equipment; Windrushers 
Gliding Club for hosting and Nick Kelly for 
running the launchpoint; Ginnie Perkins and 
Deborah Cox for stepping into the role and 
providing sustenance at the last minute; John 
and Cherry ,v\acKnay from Dickies store; and 
Jenny Tye and Matt Winwoocl for 
administrating throughout the clay. Finully J 
huge thank you to Andy Perkins for ~ 
org.:tnising the whole event. 

December 2008 - January 2009 

YOUNG PERSONS CROSS COUNTRY 
TRAINING OPPORTUNITY 

The BGA National Coach, M rke Fox, will be facilitating 2 seat training for young 
pilots in parallel with the Junior Nationals at Dunstable from the 22nd fo the 30th 
August 2009. The BGA would like to encourage clubs to take port with their own 
young pilots Clubs will need to provide their own suitably qualified Pl and 2 seal 
glider for lhis event. The BGA will provide task briefings and de briefing 
facilities ond advice Funding may be available for launches. The 
number of places IS limited If your dub would like to get rnvolved, 
please e-mail Mike Fox at mike@gliding.co.uk. 
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~ BGA Executive News 

Active influence on proposals 
BGA Chairman Patrick 
Naegeli outlines the 
essential role of the 
European Gliding Union 

as a focal point for national 
gliding bodies, such as the 
BGA, in influencing EASA 

EURO PE - a word th<Jt gives ri se to an 
increasing r;_mge of emotions among 
glider pil ots. For my part, I il m very 

conscious of the filet that whenever I typically 
use the words Europe <Jnd gliding together in 
the SJme sentenc£·, it is usu<JIIy p<1rt of a 
criticJI commentary. 

There is, however, one aspect of Europe 
that I am not onl y very impressed by, but 
positively grateful for - the European Gliding 
Union (EGU ). 

M ost of the gliding nations in Europe are 
members of the EGU and it is a forum thilt 
has come into its 0\Nn in recent yeilrs. The 
EGU, under the very cl ble leadership of 
Rol ;md Stuck, is th e focal point through 
which nationJI gliding bodi es, such as the 
BGA, endeavour to influence EASA. 

lt does not deal with EASA directly, but 
works through Jnother body, Europe Air 
Sport s, that is chaired by Sir John Allison. This 
does not, however, do anything to diminish 
the effectiveness of the EGU. 

At present, the EGU is actively influencing 
the proposills ill the heart of the EASA 
consultation on li censing. As a consequence, 
most of the content that is rel evant to gliding 
is bro<Jdly workable. 

If one has to be faced with the unJvoidable 
prospect of (to my mind, mostly unnecessa ry) 
reguiJtion then there <Jre worse positions that 
we could be in. 

There ,m.•, however, some aspects of the 
proposed regulations th,lt we do have major 
concerns with. Two principal issu es of the 
moment <He with cloud flying, or rather the 
lack of licence privil eges to allow cloud 
flying, and th e prilctical aspects of rhe new 
medica l requirements. 

The detJil of these iss ues has been covered 
previously in 5&G. But with time coun ting 
clown to the close of the consultation period 
it wa s especially important for us to make 
sure that appropriate coun ter-proposals are 
submitted to EASA with the full wei ght of the 
EGU behind them. 

In September, Pcte Stratten, Chri s Gibson 
c1 ncl I attended an EGU meeting and, on 
beh<llf of a number of other countri es with 
simil ar concerns to our own, presented the 
case for the EGU support of our suggested 
chJnges to the regulations. 

These will now be embedded in the offi cial 
EGU submission to EASA ilnd w ill ca rry the 
si gnificant influence the organis<ltion carri es. 

I mentioned in the last issue of S&C that 
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Volunteers are essential to BGA activities. Marilyn Hood (centre) has done much to support the movement over a 
number of years, including chairing the Communications and Marketing Subcommittee for the past eight years. She 
is pictured here with the BGA :S Communications Officer Keith Auchterlonie and Development Officer Alison Randle 

the BGA was planning to restructure its 
training, technical ancl safety activiti es within 
a new operations organisation. After a 
number of preparatory meetings (lVer the past 
"12 months, the new Operations Croup met 
for the first time in September. lt mapped out 
a transition process that will see current 
activities migr<Jte to the new structure over 
the next six months. 

So, what will this mean for the movement! 
W ell, several things, including: 
e Enabling the BGA t.o retain exi sting, ,1nd 
maybe obt,l in new, delegations that ought to 
be able to keep various categories of gliding­
related costs to J minimum 
e Making it easier forth BC!\ to identify 
nevv services that it can provide, whi ch will 
rn,1ke compliance with, and operJtions 
within, the new reguiJtions eJsier for Jll 
concerned. 

Thilt's the good bit. 
The less good bit is that it requires people 

to make it work. I am, as a consequence, 
asking for more people to come forward and 
get involved in BGA JCtiviti es on a volunteer 
basis. Whatever your background or 
experience there will be ways in which you 
will be able to help. 

"Many hands make light work" - it rea lly is 
true Jnd so w hy not h,w e a go? You will find 
it fulfilling. I could go on to s<lY something 
along the lines of "Ask not what your 
Association can do for you ......... ", but I 
won't. I will, however, go on to s<:1y "send 
offers of help to the BGA office" . Not as 
eloquent, but more direct. 

I hove made my plea for more volunteers to 
come forward to support the work of the 
BGA. I would now like to c lose by expressing 

my thanks to one such volunteer wh o has 
done much to support the movement over a 
number of years. 

Marilyn Hood has chaired the 
Communica tions and Marketing 
Subcommittee for eight yea rs. In that time, 
she hils been instrumental in forming and 
leading a highly effective team that has clone 
much to m<1intain and develop the profil e of 
gliding. 

I know it is impossibl e to put precise 
numbers on such things, but I am cert :J in that 
the work of 1'A1ril yn and her subcommittee 
has been directly responsibl e for bringing a 
significant number of new people to gl icling. 

Marilyn will be relinquishing her positi on, 
for a well-earned rest, by th e time of the next 
AGM. In the meJntirne, she continues to 
demonstrilte whc1t good le,1dership is all about 
in the twilight of her tenure by ensuring that 
she has a successor in place re<1dy for ,1 

smooth handover. I know that I act for many 
when I express my heartfelt g-ratitude to 
Marilyn for all her h,1rd work . 

As the year draws to,, cl ose, I hope th<ll 
you can look back on your gliding in 2008 
with a degree of satisfaction <:1 ncl maybe also 
pride in one or more achievements. 

Here's to an even more enjoyabl and 
successful 2009. 

Have fun, stay safe and have a very good 
New Year. 

Patrick Naegeli 
Chairman, British Gliding Association 

October 2008 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Gransden Lodge 
UK National Vintage Glider Club Rally 
(23 - 29 May 2009) 

All wooden gliders welcome 

office@glide.co.uk 
Tel. 01767 677077 

HSBC Insurance Brokers Aviation Practice can arrange 
competitive policies for gliding. 

Tony Mitchison 
Call +44 (0) 1444 313 289 
Email tony.mitchison@hsbc.com 
Facsimile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 

Archie Lam 
Call +44 (0) 1444 313 103 
Email archielam@hsbc.com 
Facsimile +44 (0) 1444 313 280 

Aviation Practice 
HSBC Insurance Brokers Limited, 
Bishops Court, 27-33 Artillery Lane, 
London E1 7LP. United Kingdom. 

Web www.insurancebrokers.hsbc.com/aviation HS B c Insurance ID 
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~ BGA Executive News 

Meeting your gliding needs 
T

HE RGA is oi course an association of its 
member clubs. Clubs are pivotal to the 
future of British gliding and the B A 

works to ensure Lhat each and every member 
lub G 11l develop in J way that continues to 

meet the needs of its pilots and others. A large 
part of that work is delivering services that 
meet those ch<Jnging needs. 

Gliding operates in a complex regulatory 
environment, wh 're safety is par<:unount but 
wh ·'re meeting personal challenges Jnd si mply 
h;:lVing fun in sport <Jrc very much the k y 
drivers. Th ' range of BGA services <lVailable to 
clubs reflects a staggering scope of activity and 
guidance for its membership. 

lt 's important to note thJt our services exist 
to meet the membership's needs and in almost 
Jll cases are supported by volunteer input. 
The FlGA is currently specifying a new web­
accessed system that will , from 2009, support 
efforts to improve delivery in ,1 number oi 
areas, as some of our services Jre less efficient 
th;m they could be due to limited back office 
systems. 

Historically, and entirely successfully, the 
BGA hJs delivered its own airworthiness 
system for gliding. Unfortunately EASA's 
tentacles are well and truly wrilpped Jround 
gliding and therefore, as most peopl dre 
aware, the BGA is developing its Jirworthiness 
system to continue to Jchievc the l<:~sk whilst 
complying with EASA Part M requirements 
under CAA supervision. Clearly that WJS never 
going to he i1 slrilightforwilrd exercise. The 
13GA and its volunl ers ~ncl stJff arc working 
hard but with success to ensure thill you can 
continue to benefit from effi c ient, minimum 
bureaucracy and relatively low-cost 
Jir\.vorthiness. Owners will receive detai led 
Jdvice very soon. 

All oi the BGA's work on behalf of its 
member clubs is, of course, ultimJtely for the 
benent o( these clubs' individual members. 
Some areas of this work, however, benefit 
pilots from the w ider community. Airspace 
negotiiltions, for example, whi le conducted on 
behal f of those clubs most directly affected, 
impact on every cross-country pilot's ability to 

BGA Chief Executive 
Pete Stratten highlights 
the services offered to 
member clubs and 

individuals and talks about how 
some aspects of those services 
wil l develop in the near future 

fly INhere they want and when they want. 
However, there is a wide range of BGA 

services which are provided primarily for the 
benefit of individual pilots. All individua l 
members of BGA clubs are entitled to access 
these services. 

Flying! This is the important bit for most, 
including racing cross-country, expedition 
fl ying and aerobJt ics. The FlGA is responsible 
for authorising the award of the various 
accompanying FAI gliding badges. These 
provide glider pilots of all levels with an 
internationally recognised bench-mark of 
achievement and provide a structured 
continuum of pilot development. 

The Association ensures thilt a wide rJnge of 
glid ing competitions is Jvailable each yeJr for 
UK pilots, ranging up to National 
~ha mpionship level. At the pinnacle o( the 

sport, the BGA is responsible for the British 
Gliding Team - the world 's most successfu l. All 
this is hacked up by <J comprehensive 
coaching programme at all levels whi ch in the 
near future will be iar better structured to 
provide a clearer development pathway for all. 

Your aircraft. The FlGA is developing Jn 
ASA Pari M compliant il irworthiness system 

that will continue to meet owner's needs. 
Owners will continue to benefit from the high 
stJndards, cost-effectiveness, contJct with 
duthorities and sJfeguards assoc iated with 
being p<Jrt of the respected and highly­
experienced BGA airworthiness system. All 
glider owners will be contJcted during the 
winter to ensure thiltthey are JWJrC of 
owners' responsibilities under EASA 
airworthiness requirements and, importantly, 

Here is just some of the support offered by the BGA 

• Safety management 
• Strategic planning 
• Club governance 
• Child and vulnerable adult protection 
• General legislative compliance 
• Airfield safeguarding 
• Land management 
e Site purchase 
• Airspace negotiation 
• Negotiation with representative bodies 

and UK government 
• Youth pilot development and funding 
• Competitions 
• Flying and training standards 
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• Operations standards 
• Winching, powered gliding and 

aerotowing advice 
• Medical 
• Instructor training 
e Financial advice 
• Fundraising advice 
• Communications and marketing 
• Sailplane & Gliding magazine 
• Accessing low interest loans for major 

development projects 
• Accessing funding for site planning needs 
• Conferences 
• Airworthiness 

how the BGA wi ll continue to be their 
airworthiness, partner. The all-important BGA 
inspectors will be contacted sepilrillely with 
appropriate guidance. 

You. By 2012, UK glider pilot licensing under 
EASA will have moved from a BGA self­
regulillecl pilot certificJte system to a 
nationally-ilpprovecl EASA glider pilot li cence 
process. The HGA is working to ensure that the 
cu rrent club training regimes, largely delivered 
by volunteer instruc tors, can continue ro 
provide the trainee pilot with a cost-effective 
training pathway, without compmmising 
stancbn.Js, through an approved BGA training 
organisat ion. 

The CAA recognises that the HGA 'glider 
pilot licence' requirement exceeds that of the 
IC.AO glider pilot licence Jnd transition is 
being planned on t·hat basis. Meanwhile, the 
BGA continues to deliver the existing and well­
proven pilot certification system Jnd includes 
in its services training and advice regarding the 
NPPL, guidJnce regarding medica l standards 
Jnd advice for ilying outside the UK. 

Information 
The H A professional and volunteer team is 
always available to discuss any spec ific issue 
with individuJI clubs and to offer clvi ce nd 
guidance. li we do not have the exp rtis to 
hand, we will find it. The same peopl are also 
<W,l iiJbl e to answer individual questions and 
provide speci;lli sl ddvice on a wide rung or 
gliding subjects JS and when required. 

The BGA has developed probab ly the most 
comprehensive repository of gliding-related 
information avai lable anywhere in the world. 
Thi s inform<1tion is av<J ilable to members of 
FlGA aifi liated clubs and owners within the 
BGA airworthiness system without charge ­
through the BGA website, the BGA newsletter 
and by subscription to email news groups. 

In add ition, the BGA's bi-monthly magazine 
Sailplane c~ Gliding is widely recognised as the 
best gliding m<Jgazine in the world. If you 
haven't subscribed, you should do so now' 
www.gliding.co.uklsJ ilpl ilneanclglid inglnews.htm 

The BGA - your partner 
Above all else, the BGA remains Jn 
organisation run by glider pilots for the benefit 
of glider pilots, devoted to ensuring the on­
going viability <lnd success of Rritish gliding 
and its wider communi ty, and enilbling the 
current and future generations of gl iding 
rarti cipants to continue to enjoy thi s unique, 
cha llenging and wonderful sport . Anyone who 
regularly reads S8·C wi ll be JWJre that the 
BGA does not st<Jnd still. Gliding has come J 
long way in the UK over the past 70 yea rs and 
hils a long and exciting future aheJd oi it. 
Whatever your role in your club or elsewhere 
in gliding, the BGA will continue to work \ . 
with you to meet your needs. ~ 

Sailplane & Gliding 



h 11 aviation 
insurance I services ltd 

AA rated security 
Competitive premiums 
No hull excess to pay 
Protected no claims discount 
Established reputation and experience 
Specialist insurance supporting our sport 

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 

liding 
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The natural choice 

01765 690777 
hillaviation@btconnect.com 

www.hillaviation.com 

Security ratings from Standard & Poor's 
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\S Development News 

Guy Westgate and fan Gallagher practising their aerobatic routine on the simulato~ 
much to the amusement of onlookers at Cosford 

Sieve Foster's K-6 generated a lot of interest at Welshpool when visitors realised how 
little needed to be spent to own and fly such a glider (Donald Jones) 

Attracting new members 
HE I~AF Air Show - Cosford has heen 
one of the major JviJtion events in the 
UK for many years with an estimated 

attendance of over 50,000. Midi<Jnd GC WJS 
looking for events that allrJcted inclividuil ls 
who could be introduced to gliding in general 
and the Long t\ilynd in particu iJr. 

This year we decided to appro<1ch the RAF 
with a view to having il presence ,1t Cosford to 
promote glid ing as <1n outdoor activity Jnd 
using the BGA yberglide2 simulator to 
collect for RAF charities. A donation of ilt I ast 
£1 per flight wa> requested and the 1 ro ee .Is 
were to go to the RAFA. 

The show organisers could not have been 
more helpful. \Ne were Jllocated plenty of 
space in J hJngJr with RAF clubs offering 
everyth ing from aeromodell ing to diving. 

Working out a strategy 
Committee members Dominic HJughton 
(membership) Jnd Chris Elli~ (me rketi ng), 
under the chai rmanship of )on HJII, . et Jbout 
working out a stra tegy to attract and keep new 
members. 

As in .:tll good promotiona l operJtions, a 
special offer is essentiztl . \N > normally sel l trial 
lessons, which include ,1 three-month 
membership; very few of those who fly 
actu,1lly use the three months to continue. 

As an 'A ir Show Special' we reversed the 
emphasis and offered three months trial 
membershir with th<' first lesson 'free'. 

\Ne also ran a free prize uraw with the 
'show special' as a pri ze. This enabled us to 
collect nJmes, addresses and emai l addresses 
of potential members. 

The Cyberglicle2 Jttracted a great deal of 
attention, as did the Duo Discus Turbo very 
generously loaned for the cby by Jul iJn Fack. 
it was hard to judge which was the greater 
draw. We also had two scr<:·ens showing 
gliding DVDs to entertain those waiting for a 
turn in the simulator. 

One of the highlights of the flying programme 
was the glider aerohatic sequence flown b)' 
Guy Westgate (Swift) and lan Gallagher (l o 
1 00). Unfortunately, lmv cloud limited them to 
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Midland GC's presence at two 
very different air shows proved 
it's not essential to take along a 
high-tech glider to create that 
wow factor. Chris Ellis reports 

a rele,1se height of just over 2,000 feet. 
Nonetheless, il was a truly heil rt-slopping 
performance. 

There was a steady stre<tm of interested 
people to talk to, even while the air disp lay 
WJS in progress. W e collected contact details 
of more than ·1 00 prospective members who 
have Jll been contacted since the show, with 
six signing up for membership at, or 
immediately after, the event. 

Following the success of the Cosforcl A ir 
Show, committee member Cl ive )ones 
suggested that we have a presence at a new 
local event at neighbouring Welshpool 
Airport. This was very much the opposite end 
of the spectrum to Cosford - a limited RAF i\i r 
Display with periphera l entertainment in the 
form of model-flying, stalls and static displays. 

At very short notice, a meeting wils 
arranged wi th Rob ]ones, the owner of 
Welshpool Airport. Bob was on ly too plc,lsed 
to allocate us a space in the static area. Steve 

Fo~ter kindl v loaned his imma ·ulate K-6 and, 
assisted by Lenny Causer and using Lhe 
material produced for Cosford, Clivc 
organised an excellent stand. 

Unfortunately, on the day the we<1 ther was 
pilrticularly fou l w ith low cloud and a howling 
g<l le. The RAF display was severely curtai led, 
as was the model fly ing. Some 2,500 intrepid 
sou ls braved the weJther and those manning 
the stand were kept busy al l day. The K-6 
generated a lot of interest when people 
realised how little needed to be spent to own 
and fl y such a gl icier. 

Public reaction 
The comrarison to the public 's react ion to the 
Duo Discus Turbo at Cosford was very 
interesting in that it was not necessary to hav ­
the latest high-t •eh kit Lo generale the wow 
factor. When enquirers were i1Sked to 
estimate its vJiue, most guesses were in the 
£10-20,000 bracket and the actunl £2-4,000 
caused some astonishment. 

A lthough not in1mediately generating any 
new members, we d id sign someone for a 
week's course. At the end of the da)' both 
ventures were seen as being very successful in 
ra ising the visibility of Midland GC it w<Js 
h<:HCI work, but w 11 worth it. 

Good ideas and enthusiasm go a long way in raising profile 

CHRIS' article shows how much it's 
possible to achieve with a limited budget, 
together with some good ideas and 
enthusiasm- A common aspect of the 
events Chris describes is the audience­
people interested in aviation. Knowing their 
market and the club's objective (new 
members), the club tailored their product 
proposition and their messages to match -
with obvious success. There are lessons 
here for all of us. 

For me, the other key point in Chris' 
article was Midland GC's strategy to attract 
and keep new members. lt's one thing 
persuading potential new members to 

come and try gliding but, ultimately, it will 
be wasted effort unless you hang on to 
them. Are you confident that your club has 
done everything it can to ensure that first­
time visitors come back? Do all your 
members know what they need to do? Put 
yourselves in your visitors' position and 
see your club as they do. 

We will cover these issues and more in 
the next set of BGA marketing seminars in 
early 2009. Keep an eye on the website 
and the newsletter for dates and venues. 

Keith Auchterlonie 
BGA Communications Officer 
keith@gllding.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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Established by prominent figures in British gliding, 

Joint Aviation Is the leading, independent sailplane 

insurance agency in Europe. 

Joint Aviation has in-depth knowledge of gliding and 

gliding insurance as well as providing the personal 

contact t hat ensures every sailplane client receives the 

same high standards of services and competitive prices. 

~ Joint Aviation Services Ltd f"'!.. ... Our task, your security 
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0044 (0)1420 88664 

0044(0)7802708670 
0044(0)1420542003 

for enquiries 

Terry Joint mobile 
Facsimile 

email: office@jointaviat ion.co.uk 

Joint Aviation Services limited 
8 Old Aylesfield Bui ldings 
Froyle Road, Shalden, Alt on 

Hants GU34 4BY 

www.joint.co.uk 
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authority 
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AIRPROX UPDATE 

Lessons to be learned 
THOUGHT th<Jl it would be useful to look 
back over severzll ye<Jrs at the trends rei<J ling 
to gliding incidents, r<Jther than just analyse 

the latest Airprox investigated over the last 
ca lendar yea r. 

In co-opera tion wi th Peter Hunt, the UK 
Airprox Bo<Jrd (U KAB) Director, I have taken 
the UKAFI infonn<1tion and ana lysed the dat<J 
into severa l themes we GJn exp lore. lt is 
imporliln tto note that UKAB data is des igned 
for Airprox anJ iysis <Jmi we do not, as a rule, 
Glpture infornlJtion for other purposes. 
Addit iona lly, thi s analys is needs to be done 
ca refu ll y as we have had people us the data 
quite inappropriately in the past. 

The analysis 
I have divided the data into the type of 
aircraft involved (with at least one glider), the 
type of incident, and the height <J l wh ich the 
inciden t occu rred. I also decided to have a 
co lumn for identifying IFR off airw<Jys 
inciden ts, ie those involving aircraft that are 
flying under instrument conditions in Class G 
ai rspace. In tota l, Peter pulled out 98 
incidents from years 2003 to, and including, 
2007. I discounted the 13 invo lving 
pa ragliders <J nd therefore the total ana lysed 
for the p riod is 85 in idents. 

Type of aircraft 
Q uite a variety of Jircraft arc involved. Out of 
th e to tal of 85, there was .:1 fairly even sp lit 
between fixed-wing civil and fixed-wing 
militJry of vJr ious ki nds . Civil helicopters 
accounted for 12 ( 14 per cent) but th 
milit.J ry helicopters were much lower at 
3 per cent. 

Type of incident 
These I spli t ou t into gliding site related 
incidents, competitions, wave and general 
Class C . 
e Gliding site incidents 
General overflying f gliding sites continues 
to be a rE•n ll y big problem. Gliding sites do 
not enjoy any special protection, except in a 
fe1· cnses where the airfield has a 
promulgated zone, so in theory the airspace 

Involving gliding site penetrations 

involving winch launches specifically 

involving gliders local soaring at site 

total of all above (site related incidents) 

glider competitions 

wave flying 

class G incidents 

glider airspace infringements 

glider NOTAM infringements 
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Hugh Woodsend looks back over recent 
years at Airprox trends relating to 
g,liding incidents and identifies what 
glider pilots can do to make the skies a 
safer place for everyone 

The UK Airprox Board (UKAB) defines an 
Airprox as a situation in which, in the 
opinion of a pilot or controller, the 
distance between the aircraft, as well as 
their relative positions and speed, have 
been such that the safety of the aircraft 
has, or might have been, compromised. 

Every half year the UKAB publishes 
the Board findings in book form. In 
addition, a General Aviation extract is 
produced as a subset of the main 
volumes. You can download copies of 
these publications at 
http://airproxboard.org.uk by selecting 
'Publications' from the panel on the left. 
(You will need to agree to the copyright 
rules before proceeding to the sub­
menus.) 

is classed as normal l.:1ss G. 
The other problem with this is th e 

internationally-.Jgreed defin ition of an 
Airprox, which looks only at incidents 
invo lving <1 perceived coming together of two 
fl ying objects, so .:1ny traffic pilssing over, and 
therefore .:1 potentiJI d.Jngcr, would not be 
reported (as an Airprox). Therefore the 
sta ti sti cs arc likely to be very much higher in 
rea li ty, maybe as much as 1 0 times grea ter 
thJn Airprox incidents. 

Civi li<Jn helicopter and GA Jircraft arc the 
worst offenders as the milit<H)' are t.Jking 
briefings very serious ly and making every 
effort to route round. On the UKAB webs ite 
we do have a section labeled 'Lessons 
Identified' . You wi ll sec many of the issues 
rJised in this article highlighted here for the 
benefit of the w ider avi.Jtion community. 
Please also do whJt you cJn to collect 
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stati st ics ill your club to help refine the size of 
the problem as per my plea in the footnote at 
the end of this art ic le. 

To an.J iysc this further, I CJptured Airprox 
gliding site incidents in three w<Jys; gliding 
si te penetration, winch launches and loca l 
soari ng. 

We have had J number of winch-related 
incidents . Clea rly it is not good idea to 
overfly glid ing sites, especially be low able 
heighLs and I highl ighted thi s in UKAB GA 
liook 12. Since then we have hJd some real 
horror stori es, 052/07 is one to re.Jd . vVinch 
launches alone account for 14 per cent of the 
total gliding-reiJted incidents. 

For ourselves, we shou ld remind our 
launch crew, in addition to the all clear above 
.Jnd behind, to look wel l into th e distance for 
potential conflicting traffic. Earlier in the year, 
I constructed a mathemat ica l model which 
showed we w ill be lucky to s aircraft flying 
above 120kts during the launch procedure, 
but we must make every effort to do as much 
as possible. 

I incluclecl loc.J I soa ring statistics, as now, 
w ith modern gliders, .:1lmost everyone is 
doing some form of cross-country provid ing 
the weatheJ is adequate; I hope I have been 
c.J reful in the analysis to ensure the glider is 
soaring loca ll y and not on a cross-cou ntry 
from somewhere else. This added up to 18 
per cent of th e total. 

The sum of gliding site, w inch and loca l 
soar ing gives the total for gliding site 
incidents (64 per cent of the 85 totJI). 
e Competitions 
F irl y stati c at 6 per cent of the total , this 
relies on good communic.Jtions w ith loca l 
airfields .:1nd other orga ni sations, apart from 
the NOT AM deployment, to ensure we don't 
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have competitions overl<:1pping more than 
necessilry and that w e take account of the 
notoriously difficult areas, eg the 
Lyneham/ flri ze Norton g,1p, to reduce risk. 
e Wave Flying 
Given the amount of w;we fl ying being 
carried out, I am pleased we have not had too 
many incidents (4 per cent). it remains a 
priority to improve the liaison, pilrticu larly 
with the military, to find beller ways of 
interact ing. it L still early clays, but then:! have 
been some successes in communicating in 
Scotland and we must do more in Wales and 
North East England. 

Class G incidents 
Until a few years ago, the main consideration 
in any Airprox debate was lookout in Class G 
airspace. lt is now well understood by 
evervonc that gliders are difficult to see and 
that w~' have to get better at keeping gliders 
and powered aircraft apart. However, there 
will always be a need to keep looking out. 

Try ilnd keep clea r of other airfield runway 
centre lines, especizilly ILS approaches, and 
make an cHort to include these when 
planning tasks. Where possible, do please. ca ll 
local airfields on the rJd io as it is a constant 
criticism from controllers and others that we 
do not ca ll often enough. This section 
Jccounted for 2 1 per cent of the total. 

IFR non-airways 
As an extra dimension, I also cJptured 
incidents involving off airways IF~ traffic. This 
statistic is not p<1 rt of I he overa ll breakdown of 
incidents, so incidents involving IFR traffic 
w ill be included in one o f the other categories 
JS well as thi s one. 

AirspJce in the UK is quite complex. Even 
within Class G airspace, there is a lot of IFR 
traffic flyi ng between different airports which 
have. no airway or advisory route between 
them. The bulk of this trJffic tends to be <Jbove 
FLSO, w ith unpressurised aircraft up to FL 120 
,1nd prt•ssurised above that. 

In good thermal conditions, pilots will often 
route above clouclbJse to keep in the smooth 
air, but when the cloudbase is very high this 
may become impractie<1l. Glider pilots should 
be aware that with high cloudbases or in 
wave, they are likely to meet this type of 
traffic. This statistic (7 per cent) is pessimistic 
clS it includes incidents relating to a particular 
problem getting IFR traffic into Biggin Hill, 
IJrgely now resolved. 

No-Nos (airspace Infringements and 
NOTAM incidents) 
All the above pr -supposes that you are in 
Class G airspace. I have alreildy highlighted in 
S&C ,1 n inc ident in which a DG-1 000 out of 
Sutton B;mk conflicted with a Jetstream 41 in 
the airwJy (1 91/04) so I won't do more than 
remind you of the need to keep maps and 
GPS <Jirspace files up to dJte and leave 
enough margin at the boundaries. 

The other penetration was an unidentified 
glider in the Southampton zone (027/07). This 
one was right on the lll<Hgins and might or 
might not have been in controlled airspJcc, 
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Illustrating the genera/location of the 85 
Airproxes between gliders and other aircraft, 

from 2003 up to, and including, 2007. 
S&G thanks Peter Hunt, Director of the 

UKAB for his assistance with this information. 
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keep an eye on specific incidents; incursions 
over sites, winch conflicts or abJndonecl 
l<1unches, and wave conilicts or higher 
alti tude incidents. Please send me a short 
emai l of just the summary dJtcl. If you 

but definitely highlights the need not to rely 
on GPS to fl y on the edges. On the whole we 
do not have many incursions compared w ith 
the rest of GA, so let us keep it that way. 
NOTAM incidents have also improved as 
clubs have t<Jken action to improve the 
dissemination of information; many thanks 
too for those websites th <Jt highl ight NOTAMs 
Js part of the daily up(btes. 

have clnything in these Jreas, it w ill all \. , 
help us. hugh.woodsencl@btinternet.com ~ 

Information 
By way of a footnote, you w ill find that when 
reporting Airprox you will be required to send 
the IGC logger file, not a map, to help the 
inspectors resolve the flight details. 
Additionall y, I am w€'11 aware that many 
incidents go unreported and would like us to 

• Hugh Woodsend is a Full Category 
Instructor and flies a Ventus 2C and a Duo 
Discus. He is a also a freelance test pilot on 
fast jets with over 20,000 hours total 
experience on more than 500 types of 
aircraft. Hugh is a member of the BGA 
Airspace team and is a board member of the 
UK Airprox Board with special responsibility 
for CA and gliding matters. 
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PLATYPUS 

The 80:20 rule, or how 
to get skewed 
THE 80:20 rule is much used by business­
people as a way of focusing on opportunities 
and threilts, and of deciding priorities for 
urgent ilction. So if you <1 re milrketing a r,1 nge 
of 10 products you can be pretty sure thJL just 
two oi thern account for approximJtely 80 
per c nt of the s<J I s revenues. Likewise 20 
per cent of the employees usually account for 
80 per cent of the absenteeism. So, whether 
you ,1re analysing successes or diagnosing 
problems, the 80:20 rule is <.1 useful tool for 
concentratin • the mind. In some C.lSES it's as 
skewcd as 90: I 0 or even 99: 1 . 

The numbers don't have to be exact, and 
they don't e1 lways have to Jdcl up to 100 per 
cent. it's simply a way of telling us thJt, in 
<1 r1y orgilnisation, a minority of people or 
activities generate most of the results- and 
likewise most of the heacb ches cl re gencrilted 
by a sma ll minority of peopil' or activities. 

If the organ isation is tn survive, it is 
es,ential to identi fy these minorities <mclthcn 
decide what to do to get more good 
outcomes, ~1nd what to do to reduce bad 
outcomes. (I ilm assuming in the case of our 
own unforgiving element - the air - that the 
minority in question hdve not already solved 
thilt problem by removing themselves from 

the gene-pool, as sponsors of the now­
infamous Dilrwin AwMds cruelly put it. 

In a typica l gliding club, therefore, fewer 
thJn five per cent of members w ill do nm rly 
all the cross-country miles. And fewer than 
five per cent of members account for nee1rly 
C~l l the insurance c laims. 

"Can I Jssumc th,l t th se two groups are 
quite distinct? Or - ~wiu l thought -arc these 
the same live per cent?" 

"Shhh, sornc of my best friends are Punditsr" 

'From time to time they will 
bring off something spectacular, 
like colliding with Cap Gris Nez 
in the fog after a very marginal 

cross-Channel attempt' 

The answer is, well, yes, there is quite J bit 
of overiJp. Rut you get c1 much bet-ter cl,1ss of 
prung with Pund its. They sta ll not, neither do 
they spin, but from time to time they w ill 
bring oil something spectacular, like colliding 
with Cap Gris Ncz in the fog after J very 
marginal cross-Channel attempt. 

Your aver<Jge club glider-bt>ndcr never 
achieves anything so gr;:mcl. He is grounded 
Jfter his crash0s, whereJs the Pundit 
invMiably receives commiseration in direct 
r,1tio to tht• cost of the prang. 

But who ever sa id the world was fa ir? 

I'm powerless, but under control 
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Non-gliding people you meet at parties 
invariably say two things: 
"So you're a glider!" 
and then ... 
"If you have no power, how do you 
control those things?" 

I am always tempted to answer the 
first question, "No, I am not a glider; a 
glider is a huge, expensive, smooth, 
highly-efficient inanimate object, 
whereas I by contrast am a small, 
cheap, rough, totally inefficient but 
often highly animated object, 
depending on my drink intake." 

I don't say that of course, I just smile 
benignly. 

But the second question is 
philosophically important. People 

perpetually confuse power with 
control. 

I try to explain that, like someone on 
a bicycle coasting down a grassy hill, 
you can steer the glider to any place 
you like. 

Power is supplied by the pull of 
gravity; the power-source is outside 
the bicycle, not in it. 

This confusion of power with control 
is manifested in politics and business. 
Prime ministers and presidents -
whether of nations or corporations -
supposedly have masses of power, but 
are they in control? 

In today's circumstances your non­
gliding friend may be beginning to get 
the point. 

Cries for help 
Th best way of getting a retrieve when you 
have no ·rcw lined up is to phone hack to 
the club, " I need six big, strong guys JJl(! a 
four-wheel-drive1" . That way you will 
probably get 12 muscular people of both 
sexes and at l e<~ st two mJssive vehicles. 

Sheer curiosity will drag thos> , xtra 
bodies out of the clubhou e, all asking, 
"WhJt the Hell 's he done this tim ?" 

Of cours you had better not b crying 
"Wo lf!" or you wi ll h<lve z ro credibi li ty, 
(lnd no retrieves, in the futur . 

I ctm, maybe perversely, able to state w ith 
pride that all the distress Gli ls thJt I have 
pit heel Jt this I 'vel (there should be a sort 
of Beaufort Scale of uch appea ls) have lived 
up to their billing, or better. 

That is to say, the people who came along 
to help ,1nd/or g;:twp got r , I V<l iuE' for their 
time Jnd trouble; they did not go honp 
rlisilppointed, muttering through lench >cl 
teeth thilt !'lilt's outlandings have be n 
hyped out of all proportion, , nd the}' were 
damned if they'd be I e h oclwink cl next 
time. They wanted drama, nd I cl liver d. 

The fi rst of these e<1 lls, uround orce 
Seven, was in winter of 1961 , in Somme­
like mud after descenclin ' through a 
·Joudbase of about 500 fe ton <1 failed lee­

wave flight. out of Dunst-able, in a lub 
Olympia that had not been clerigged f r 
neJrly ,, yea r, its main-pins b ing rusted in 
situ. 

The request for a sledgehammer wa5 a 
fine additional touch, prompting Jllthc 
other O ly pil ots to accompJny the 
sledgeh, mmer to see what I intended to do 
w ith it. 
Th<~t did my credibility a lot of good, since 

we weren't back til l after midnight, despite 
the fact that the lit tle se,l of lxJUe I'd put 
down in eight hours earlier WdS on ly a mile 
from the club. 

I would add that these genuine dist re 
c, lis of mine have cropped up on ly Jbout 
once every 10 years. That's a reasonab le 
interval. 

Indeed, if your flying is such that these 
events occur more frequently, either your 
l ife-expectancy is going to be sharpl y 
reduced or ther wi ll be nobody wil l ing to 
have you in their syn lica te. 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Rules are there to change 
\IVhat could be more boring thJn J rule-book? 
Page after tedious page of nit-picking 
definitions wrilten in l,1wyer-speak, laid out in 
numbered pM<JgrJphs w ith sub-clauses nested 
w ithin other sub-ci<Juses. You wou ld only 
choose to curl up in bed with a copy if you 
were a tot,l l nerd or desperately seeking a 
cure for insomnia. n,ough t suppose a big, 
thick ru l -book wou ld repil)' study if you 
were a lawyer-pi lot looking for loop-holes 
dnd M<l chiJvellian ways to gi.l in an advantage. 

But the wJy in which ru les in any sport 
change over time, or new ru les i.lre introduced, 
can be quite absorbing. n,e offside ru le in 
soccer is J good example. (AmeriGln readers 
can look it up on Wikipedii.l, which in cl few 
thousand well-chosen words explains it Jll.) 

A rule that was iipplied in some gliding 

contests back in the ·1950s and 1960s was the 
one thJt made you drop your worst clay after 
five days. (George Moifat says this ru lE' 
derives from dinghy-raci ng.) In 1961 -the 
first time I had a glider to myself for a whole 
competition - I wc1s in the lead from Da)' Two 
to Day Five. On the morning of Day Six I 
found I was compc.lled by the ru les to drop 
my wor t score, which w<Js 300 points, and 
thus dropped from leader to third place; the 
fina l winner of the contest and number two 
dropped exactly zero points, having each 
landed out near the site on one day. 

I was less than gruntlecl, I h<~ve to admit; I 
felt I wJs being brutal ly punished for my 
consistency. Nearly ha lf a century hewing 
el<:1psed since that big silver pot was sna tched 
from my grasp, I hJve mellowed somewhat. 

Imagine a contest between two pilots: press­
on Victoria and C<Jrcfu l Prudence. VictoriJ 

Second time lucky, or maybe not 
One rule I used to try (unsuccessfully) 
to take advantage of in the old days 
was the one that allowed you to go 
round a closed-circuit task as many 
times as you wished- and only the 
best of your performances counted. 
So you could toddle round the triangle 
with prudence (or better still, with 
Prudence) and put a nice safe time in 
the bag; then, with nothing to lose, you 
could throw caution to the winds and 
charge around the course like a mad 
thing; if you landed out, never mind, 
you still kept the first score. 

Generally this did not often work out, 
since the better pilots (ie those with the 
ability to get around a course twice in 
the days when most would fail to get 
round even once) would usually start in 
what they judged to be the best part of 
the day, so any subsequent circuit 
would probably be slower. 
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Indeed when I attempted it in the Dart 
Competition in 1968, I was not only 
much slower the second time round, I 
got lost, which takes some doing you 
would think. But I managed it. 

During my researches into the late 
Dick Johnson's 68-year-long gliding 
career, I read about his contest victory 
with the RJ-5 in the 1952 US Nationals 
in Gliding: "Dick started fairly early, did 
the speed course at 37.3 mph (60.1 kph) 
to ensure a safe score. After landing he 
tried again and this time he went flat 
out, gambling for a big score. The 
gamble paid off at 53.3 mph (85.8 kph)." 

That, by the way, represented a 
massive 43 per cent increase in speed. 
lt showed that Dick, under his 
courteous and quiet exterior, had what 
winners need - a streak of ruthlessness. 
Not like me. I always had too much 
ruth, not to mention prudence. 

wins three days but blows it on day four. Th is 
costs her the competition. while careful 
Prudence is J model of consistency and takes 
the crown. TI1e tortoise beats the h;:~re: 

Day Victoria Prudence 
1 1000 780 
2 500 740 
3 1000 700 
4 0 810 
5 950 830 
6 1000 730 
total 4450 4590 
But whom would you choose to represent 

the country in the World C:hJmpionships? Of 
the t w~l, Vicky h<:1s what it tilkes to become 
World C:h<Jmpion, espcciCI IIy if she gets some 
help from her team to avoid disaster. Pru may 
always end up in the top l ive, but she will 
never win a major in ternationJI competit ion 
unless all her serious riva ls blow up, which is 
unlikely. Victoria is the one w ith the fire in 
her, er, bel ly. lt is also possible th<.~t Pru is a bit 
of a leech; not so Vicky. Vicky wou ld have 
won handily it they had both been made to 
drop their worst clay, since it wou ld not h<lVe 
affected her finJI score. 

So the old "drop-your-worst-day" ru le 
could be sJ id to have had the right objective, 
even if it was as crude as a blunt axe. Later 
ru le changes (which w ith the help of 
computers can make much more subtle 
gradJtions in scores) hJve striven to give a 
favourable weighting to peoplE who take risks 
and fly fast, by weighting speed points to the 
squJre of the speed. Other rule-books, mJin ly 
on the continent, have given zero speed 
points to anybody who goes Jt on ly half the 
winner's speed. 

However, I can't think of any cases under 
modern rules where someone h.:~s scored a 
zero on a 1 ,000-poinl competition day and 
then fought back to w in J major contest. 

platsandg@blueyonder.co.uk 
The Platypus Papers: 50 years of powerless 
pilotage costs £19.95 + £3.50 P&P - buy at 
www.gliding.co.uk 
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FLIGHT TEST: LS 1 Ost 

Schneider's last racer 
W

HEN the renowned Gcrm<Jn gl ider 
milnufacturer Schneider introduced 
his new flapped 15/1 Bm racer five 

years ago, few people rea lised that the factory 
was close to lx mkruptcy. M ost of the remains 
of LS (except the production means and 
licences to produce the LS4 and L56) was 
acquired hy DG, which also continued 
support for the LS gliders already flying. 

ll look some time for DG to re-sl<J rt LS 
production and the first glider to re-enter 
production was the LS8, which became the 
slightly modified LS8s, and, sustainer 
powered, the LS8st. DG also decided to 
continu the development of the self-launcher 
LS9 to omplete the ty pe cert"ification for the 
I 0 already ex isting glider but not lo put it 
into produ ·tion bee<~ use they alr-eady had th ' 
808 in thi ategory. 

The fate of the LS1 0, of which the 
prototype and an almost complete second 
one existed, was discussed <Jt DG for some 
time. Fin<J ll y, excellent competition results led 
to DG deciding to continue its development 
and take up seri<~l production. 

During flight testing and the integra tion into 
the D produ lion, D 's engineers revised 
the design, keeping the (well proven) 
aerodynamic, Jnd naming it the LS10s. 
Some hilnges are invi. iiJie, for example the 
inl rior structure of the wings, which was 
modified to suit DG's bui lding methods. 

ther ·hanges wi l l be noted on ly by dyed-in­
the-wool LS pi lots. 

The cockpit interior has been improved for 
b lter ergonomics, safety and to provide more 
room. The wheelbrake system has been 
changed from the typica l LS footbrJke to Jn 
JirbrJkc lever-operated one, including th 
integr<Jt ion of a ' l'iggott hook' 10 preven t the 
airurake being sucked out during take-off if 
they re n l locked. A second, opposite hook 
allows the <J irbrakes to be locked open and 
the wheel brake set for parking. The wing 
separation poinL~ have been re-located for 
best aerodynJmics in both 15 and 11.Jm 
configuration. 

The four-part wing now consists of the 
flaperon-equippccl inner wings w ith 14m 

The Roger-hook at the end of the canopy frame 
serves to stabilise the canopy when flying off after 
emergency jettison 
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Jochen Ewald climbs into the 
cockpit of the LS1 Ost to find 
better ergonomics, safety and 
more room in this easy-to-fly 
and competitive glider 

span, wh ich can either be completed by 0.5m 
winglet wingtips to 15m or by 2m outer 
wings (also with integrated winglets) to 18m 
span. The flaperon sections of the 18m 
w ingtips connect Jutomatically to the inner 
ones by two pins, and the tip sections 
themselves are easily rigged by simply 
pushing them in until a spring-loaded bolt 
snaps shut. 

The central spar connection is ol the fork­
tongue system, held by two main pins wi th 
their levers secured behind spring-lo<Jded 
'snap-in' pins, Jnd the flaperons and the two­
bladed Schempp-H irth brakes connect 
automaticJily. 

'The seat can be equipped 
with the NOAH pilot ejection 

system, which opens the 
seatbelts and lifts the pilot up 

to canopy frame level' 

The waterballast system hJs a total cap<Kity 
of 198 litres and consists of three integrated 
wing tanks with 55 (inner), 25 (central) and 
15 (outer) litre c<~pac ity in each wing. 

To compensate for the CofG movement 
there are two small bal last tanks in the fin, 
which take 5 <Jnd J litres. They are fi lled in 
the usual LS style through a transparent hose 
Jt t·he bottom of the fin, using the scales on 
the fin sides. 

The fin tcl nks have to be fi lled first Jncl the 
m<J in t.mks are fi lled later using a snap-in link 
wh ich is pressed into the outlet valves 
underneath the w ing. The tanks are grouped 
to two systems, each operated by one lever at 
the right cockpit wal l: the inner tank and the 
5-I itre rear tank form one, the central and 
outer w ing tank together with the 3-l itre tail 
tank the other (all opened, this gives a 

The wingtips lock automatk:al/y via spring-loaded pins 
on their spar surface, the outer flaperons interconnect 
via two pins to the inner section 

wonderfu l image of seven 'jet-streams' behind 
the glider ... ,. 

The valves Jre designed to let the wJter 
from main and tail tanks out proportionally, 
so that the CofG remains correct when only 
part of the water is dropped. 

The fuse lage (originJting from the L56) is 
equipped with an ngine box for a SOLO 
21.50 drive system with short, di rect-driven 
propeller JS used in the LS!:lst, and controll cl 
by DG's well -known 'small ' DEl- T unit. 
With the system inst<J IIed, there is a 13-li tre 
two-stroke fuel tank to the rear of the bagg<rge 
shelf. The fuselage provides space for two 
st<~ nd<J rd bJ tteries in boxes underneath the 
pilot's kne sand a larger one in the fin. 

For lightweight pilots, there is a ball<Jst 
weight holder in front of the pedals. The 
canopy is gas-strut supported open ing 
forwards with the instrument panel, and, in 
an emergency, jettisoned by pu lling the two 
opening levers at its frame ful ly back. 

In the rear, it is then held b;:rck by J 'Roger 
hook' to ensure it fl ies off without hitting thE 
pilot's hc<rd. The sear c,ln be equipped with 
the NOAH pi lot ejection system, which opens 
the seatbells and li fts the pi lot up to canopy 
fr<Jme level so that he or she can simply ro ll 
out even under g-loads. 

Behind the unclercarriJge, there is a 
'Mandel suction ' opening to draw air out of 
the fuselage whi .h, according to its inventor 
Clemens Mandel (the new engineer al DG 
responsible for the LSlO development), 
lowers the pressure in the cockpit and the 
whole glider, preventing Jir from streaming 
out th rough gJps (in the canopy and control 
surfaces) and disturb ing the i<Jmin<Jr airflow. A 
simple means to improve performance. 
Another performance-enhJnci ng feature is the 
'bugwiper-garage' which is integrated into the 
fuselage. The: tailpl<Jne is fixed using th well­
known LS system. 

At Bruchsal airfield, beside the DG factory, 
I w<Js offered D-KXLS, the thi rd LS1 0 and the 
fi rst LSlOst bui lt completely by nG, for my 
test fl ight. Except for some sma ll details 
mentioned below, th is glider represents the 
actual serial bui lt model. 

Getting into the cockpit is easy through the 
w idely opening canopy, and wi th the ground­
adjustable backrest and adjust<Jhle pedals 
provides a comfortable seating position for 
neJrly all. 

Although the LSCJ fuselage is one of the 
narrower types, the new cockpi t cle<~rly offers 
more space and better ergonomics. 1hat said, 
I found the cable rele<Jse knob sti ll J bit too 
far forwards on the left cockpit w;:rl l and the 
engine decompression knob a bi t loo f<J r aft. 
O n the right the waterballast knobs Jre 
difficult to grab and the fuel cock is nearly 
invisible underneath the cockpit frame. 

Al l th is has now been well sorted out JS I 
could see in a later production LS1 Ost ~ 
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Main picture by DGNolker 
Ha/be. All other pictures: 
Jochen Ewald 

(Inset above) An optional 
sustainer engine can be fitted 
later 

(Inset far right) Flaperons and 
airbrakes connect automatically 
via horizontal Hanle links 

(Inset right) In weak thermats, 
the LS 10st can still be flown at 
43kt and climbs like a balloon 

Span (m) 15 18 
Wing area (sqm) 10.27 11.45 
Aspect ratio 21.9 28.3 
Fuselage length (m) 6.76 
Fuselage height (m) 1.37 
Waterballast wing (I) 190 
Waterballast tail (I) 8 
Empty weight (kg) 288 (328) 295 (335) 
Max. weight (kg) 540 600 
Min. wing loading ea. (kg/sqm) 35.8 
(39.7) 32.8 (36.2) 
Max. wing loading (kg/sqm) 52.4 52.6 
Vne (km/h) 280 (kt) 151 
Stall speed (kmlh at 420kg) 71 67 (kt) 
38 36 
Best glide (at 525kg) 1 :45 1 :50 
Min sink (m/sat 420kg) 0.61 0.51 
(ft/min) 120 100 
Engine SOLO 2350, direct driven 
propeller DG two-blade fixed pitch 
Performance 21 hp I 15.4kW at 
5500rpm 
Fuel content 131 
Climb rate 1.1m/s- 220 ft/min with 
18m wing at 420kg 



FLIGHT TEST: LS 1 Ost 

lusel<Jge in the factory. For the emergency 
exit without the help of il NOAH system, and 
e1 lso to exit the cockpit 'normally', I would 
suggest that DC .:Kids small 'slcps' in the floor 
hetween se,l l and pecl<1 ls to make getting out 
easier and faster. 

I flew D-KXLS w ith the 18m outer wings 
fitted (the 15m wingtips were not ava ilable), 
the fuel tank full, a tail battery and one ballast 
weight in front of the pedals giving an all-up 
weight of about 430kg with a slight!)' 
tailheavy CofC position. 

The fl<1ps of the LSlO can be set (using the 
typica l LS Silwteeth rail) from -4 via -2, 0, 4 
and 7 up to the l<1nding position L. A ' 1 0' 
posi tion, sti ll inst<Jlled in this aircraft, has been 
ab.:mdoned for seriJI production. 

For take-off, I selected '4' and no flap 
switching is needed because the ai lerons me 
perfectly effective from the first moment and 
the produced li ft is high enough to prevent 
too long ground runs. 

My tug was something special: the Russian 
SP-91 acrobatic aircraft with <1 huge rad ial 
engine that gives winch-like climbs! With that 
in mind, I set the flaps back to '0' after take­
off to reduce the load on the flaperons. At this 
flap position, the tug remained well visible 
above the instrument panel. 

The undercarriage was retracted by pushing 
the unusual looking, but very light and 
easy-to-operate lever at the right console 
forwards. The lever is un locked by swinging it 
inwards, both locked positions are visible and 
can be felt. 

In flight, the visibility and the cockpit 
ventilation (through the cano[Jy front and 
aided by the ',\t\andel suction') are good. The 
stall was gentle: with the flaps set to '0', the 
first warnings occur at 39kt IAS by the 
controls feel ing mushy and light buffeting. 
Buffeti ng, and the ;mgle of all<lCk, increase 
clearly with the slick pulled further back, until 
at 37kt a stJggering sta ll establishes which 
first can be held by careful rudder use until 
finally a wing drops. Easing the slick forward~ 
stops this movement immediately. 

With the flaps set to +7, the behaviour is 
the same at 3kt slower, another 1/2kt slower 
in t'li.1p position L. Op •ning the effective 
airbrakes results in 4kt higher stall speeds. 

The influence of the flap setting on the 
trimmed fl ying speed is sensible and prevents 
changing the trim setting repeatedly: Trimmed 
to 43kt at L, speed increases to 59/70/75/86kt 
when the flaps are set to 4/0/-2/-4. 

After removing the side cover, there is easy access to 
the instruments 
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The instrument panel has room for modern 
competition equipment. 

To adjust the trim at lower speeds, it's 
sufficient lo pull the lever in front of the stick, 
but at higher speeds, the trim indication 
button on the left has to be pushed forwards 
while the lever is pulled. 

As w ith several DC gliders, the trim 
unlocking lever can be fi xed in 'unlocked' by 
swinging up a small metal bow - I found 
thermal l ing the LS1 Ost with unlocked trim 
most comfortable because I could feel the 
natural control forces, increasing nicely with 
the speed, instead of the spring trim force. 

The best control harmon)' came with with 
the flaps set to '0' doing a 45 degree to 45 
degree bank change with full rudder and 
aileron at 59kl, for which the LS1 Osl needed 
4.2 seconds. Doing the same with flap '4' at 
54kl showed a slight lack of rudder and 
required a bit more than 5 seconds. 

'In terms of performance, 
the prototypes have clearly 
displayed that the LS1 0 can 

be placed among the top 
gliders of its class 

Thermals were easy to centre using flap '4', 
and, Once centred with the flaps set to '7', the 
18m gl ider climbs like a bal loon flown 
slightly above 43kt with 30 degrees of bank in 
calm thermals or 48-51 kt at 4S degrees in 
narrower ones. 

In terms of performance, in the 
competitions and championships the 
prototypes have t<Jken part in they have 
clearly displayed that the LS1 0 can be placed 
among the top gliders of its ciJss. Last, but not 
least, its comfort and gentle fl ying 
characteristics make it easy for the pilot to get 
out the performance the designers insta lled 
into the glider. 

The LS1 Os is serial equipped with the 
engine box, because most customers order 
such a glider w ith a sustainer engine and 
producing two versions would simply be 
more expensive. 

The engine unit developed for the LS8st 
was integrated into the LS1 0 nearly without 
any changes. With its well-known control 
unit, the 'small DEI-NT', it follows the DC 

philosophy of most simple, electronical ly 
controlled engine operation. To start the 
sustainer dl'ive, fl ying at 49kl, you simply 
switch the ignition on, acceler<J te a bit and 
pull the decompression lever; the engine 
swings up and, as soon as the propeller ca n 
no longer hit the engine bay doors, the 
propeller starts to rolilte. At about 75kt wi th 
the propeller rotating, you let the 
decompression go and the engine fires up. For 
the whole starting procedure, I needed 
between 20 and 25 seconds and lost 150 to 
240ft from the beginning to the lowest point. 

With the speed reduced Lo 46kt and the 
fl<1ps set to '4' or '7', the SOLO 23SO 
clelivered an average clirnh r<Jte o f about 2kt 
with the engine revs at 'i,OOOrpm -the 
sensible configuration for the most economic 
sawteeth operation of Lhis engine. But it is 
also possible to cruise at 80kt nnd 5,500rpm. 

Sta 11 i ng the LS 1 Ost under power is even 
more gentle than clean, with the flaps set to 
'7', the ASI indicated 38kt for the first 
warnings and a stable stall establishes <Jt 3Skt 
!AS, with the propel ler making awful noises 
clue to the wingrool sta ll vortexes hitting it. 

Return ing to glider mode is as easy as 
starting the engine and tJkes less than 25 
seconds: Flying at ,,bout 48kt you simply 
switch off the ignition and the engine mast 
swings back LJ bit. 

Pull ing the decompression lever stops the 
propeller's rotation and the mast travels back 
a bit more so that the propeller stopper 
swings in. Slowly the propel ler rol <J les into its 
vert ical position, where it is held by the 
stopper (this can be accelerated by pulling the 
decompression again), and the drive 
disappears in the fuselage. 

Landing the LS1 0 is easy: Using a 'basic 
approach speed' of 51 kt (plus half 
winclspeed), I found the large Schempp-Hirth 
brakes very effective and easy to control, 
perrnilling steep approaches. Sidcslipping is 
also effective: with full ai leron and about 80 
per cent opposite rudder, a stable and easy to 
control sideslip established, during which the 
rudder was sl ightly sucked towards its stop. 

Opening the ai rbrakes during sideslip 
causes a noseheavy moment, which can 
easily be compensated for with the elev<Jlor. 
Fully held off, the LSlOst touches down with 
the tai lwheel cl arly before the comfortably 
suspended main wheel, and the ailerons 
rem,lin effective nearly until standstill. 

I found the C<lblt~-operatecl wheelbrake not 
very helpful, hut this was clue to the fact that 
the glider had just returned from the LLisse 
chJmpionships and the brake needed re­
adjusting, something al l c<Jble-operated 
brakes need now and then. 

With the LSl Os(t) now in ful l serial 
production, DC has enlarged the top end of 
the FA\ '15/18m scene with an easy-to-fly Jnd 
competit ive glider, wh ich wi ll not on ly attract 
those p ilots who swear by LS. Its gentle flying 
characterist ics make the newcomer also very 
attractive for c lub fleets, and the optional 
sustainer engine, which can also be added 
later without any problems, is one of the 
most easy to operate. 
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Who will land this year's GA Safety Award? 
The CAAs General Aviation Safety Awards are presented to individuals and organisations in the UK in recognition of outstanding airmanship in 
the face of adversity. Past w inners have shown exceptional practical skills and abilities in avoiding potentially serious flying incidents. Anyone 

involved in UK general aviation may be nominated- pilots, instructors, engineers, aircraft operators and air traffic control staff. Nominees 
should be over 16 years of age and may be either individuals or organisations. Please note that only 'one-off' incidents w ill be considered. The 

selection committee regrets that it cannot consider awards for life-long service to aviation. 

To nominate someone for the 2008 awards: contact the CAAs Corporate Communications Dept, CAA House, 45-59 Kingsway, London WC2B 6TE, 
tel. 020 7 453 6030, e-mail press.office@caa.co.uk. Or go to the safety awards web page at www.caa.co.uk/ga_award (closing date 19 January 2009). 

* Booke 
o£2009 

rly for the first competition 
s places are limited 

rthe Grampian nd Cairngorm mount 
restriction 
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SAFETY MATTERS 

From ground run and 
transition to full speed 
THERE are two considerations as we 

permit the glider to rotate into the 
climb. Firstly, is the ai rspeed increasing? 

Secondly, is the angle of climb i.1 ppropriale for 
the particular stage of the launch? 

This m ans we must divide our <Jttention 
between the <1 irspeed indicator and the angle 
of climb (by looking ill the wingtipl. 

If we become fixi.lted on one or the other, 
several things can go wrong. 

Wing strike 
How mJny times have you seen a vving 
momentJril y strike the ground late in the 
ground run, even though the glider has 
accelerated to a good il ying speed and should 
have good aileron control? 

Somatogravic illusion 
How many tim · have you seen the nose 
pitch down soon after the gl ider is airborne? 

Over-rotation 
How many times have you seen the glider 
rotil te into a very steep climb before return ing 
lo the normal full climb position? 

Here we explore some of the reasons for 
these failings and expiJin the importance of 
maintaining a good general visual scan and 
not just relying on the airspeed indicator. 

Sensory illusions Jnd fix,llion are very 
relevJnt to pilots during the launch process. 
Monitoring the right things at the right time is 
the key to successful Jnd sJfe winch 
launching. 

The winch launch 
\A/e aim to get the gl ider from horizontal and 
stationary to the ful l climb angle sa fely. 

Figure 1 - the pitching up sensation 

Don Puttock makes use of his rear seat 
observations on several thousand 
training flights to consider the human 
factors that can affect the overall safety 
of the very early stages of a winch launch 

THE ISSUES: 
• Wing strike on ground run, 
even with full aileron control 
• Under rotation 
• Normal start to rotation and 
then climbing too steeply 
-Fixation 

- Somatogravic illusion 

The BGA Winch Launch Safety Initiative 
h<ts already clearly identified that getting too 
steep too early is a recipe for disaster if the 
launch fails. 

Pilots need to nttenclto sever a I issues 
during the early pari of the launch process: 
e Keep wings level 
e Keep straight 
e Monitor Jirspeed 
e Monitor/manage the rate of rotation. 

Some of these tasks require the pilot to look 
outside the cockpit, and some require him to 
monitor the instruments (airspeed indicator). 
In other words he must divide his attention 
between several key areas. 

Pilots fa ll into three categories: 
e Those thJ t focus almost exclusively on the 
airspeed indicator - after all speed is vitally 
important 
e Those that focus dlmost exclusively on 
angle of climb 
e Those thJt scan appropriately between ASI 
and climb angle. 

Fixation 
At any point in the launch pro ess we need 
to pay allention to the relevant issues at that 
time. For instance, during the ground run Wt' 

must keep the wings level - if we are fixated 
on the ASI we may not notice a wing going 
down or striking the ground. 

vYing strikes are more common than we 
would like, and a contributi ng factor is the 
pilot failing to notice- even when he has full 
aileron control. 

Th is is a common occurrence ii the pilot 
has been taught to fly by holding the glider 
clown until he achieves a "safe speed", and 
therefore makes speed his sole concern. The 
airspeed clomimtes his altention, and he 
simply fails to noti ce a wing going down. 

(Note I differentiate between a wing strike 
and a wing going clown despite the 
application of Jileron.) 

------ -·- - ---- -, 

During the initiJI ground run pilots shou ld 
be encouraged to look ahead and keep the 
wings level. W hen the aircraft begins to fly, 
the pilot then needs to divide his attention 
between the ASI and the angle of cli mb. 

The fol lowing is Jn extract from the US 
army flight training on-line manua l: 

Pilot mac[S by pushing sUck lo 
n.vara 

Q,rection o ( actual acccleratlOfl f ~ 

~~ 
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"FASCINATION (FIXATION! IN FLYING 
Fascination, or fixation, t7ying can be 

separatf:'d into two categories: task saturation 
and target fixation. Task sawration may occur 
during the accomplishment of simple tasks 
within the cockpit. Crew members may 
bEm me so engrossed with a problem or task 
within the cockpit that they fail to properly 
scan outside tht' aircraft" 

Somatogravic Illusion 
During the initi,l l acceler<Jtion, the pilot is 
subjected to a horizontal acceleration. This 
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acceleration through the vestibu lar apparatus 
in the ear can give the sensation of pitching 
up, but our visual reference quickly 
overcomes this and re-confirms the acluJI 
situation. This is called the SomLJtogravic 
illusion. 

Provided we he1ve Ll visual external 
reference there is no rea l problem, 
information from the eye tends to be 
dominant. 

However, if we are fo used inside the 
cockpit, the visual reference is removed and 
the inner ar takes command and tells us, 
incorrectly, that we have pitched up. The 
automatic reaction will be to pitch forw;ml 
with the stick. 

Not a good thing immediately after leaving 
the grc)und' (see figure I, below left). 

Head-up Illusion 
The head-up illusion involves a sudden 
forw<1rd linear acceleration during level flight 
where the pilot perceives the illusion thLJt the 
nose of the aircrJft is pitching up. 

The pilot's response to this illusion wou ld 
be lo push the yoke or the stick forward to 
pitch the nose of the aircrilft down. 

Pilots need to ensure they look outside the 
cockpit Js well as inside if they are lo avoid 
th is trap. 

Over-rotating 
The next common error, pilrticularly on high 
power winches with constant tension devices, 
is over-rotation. 

What happens her' is the pilot fixates 
on the ASI and cont inues to force th, 
glider into a climb while watching the 
ai rspeed reduce back into the normal 
operating band. 

When the gl ider speed is sl<Jbilised he then 
relaxes the ba ·k pressure on the stick and he 
returns to a normal cl imb angle. 

At this very late st<Jge he checks his angle 
of climb with reference to a wingtip; never 
quite appreciating he hJd a ciJngerously 
steep climb angle a moment earlier (see ~ 
figure , above right). 

• Don Puttock is a professional gliding 
instructor and DCFI at Bristol and 
Gloucestershire GC with 4,000 hours 
gliding, PPL and MGIR. 

Figure 2 

As airspeed reduces, pilot releases back 
pressure. Climb attitude now 'normal' 

Rotates swiftly in effort to contain speed. 
Steep attitude 

Over-rotation 

IN SUMMARY ... 

Phase of flight 

Ground run 

Departure from ground 

Transition to climb 

Climb 

Error 
Wing strike 
Pitch forward after take-off 
Rapid rotation 
Over -rotation 

Attention/Task required 

Look ahead primarily. 
Keep glider balanced on 
main wheel, wings level 
with aileron and straight 
with rudder. 

Scan wingtip to ASI 

Scan wingtip to AS I 
Monitor rate or rotation 

Scan wingtips to ASI 

Pilot focuses largely on ASt 
and sees high acceleration 

Risks 

Wing drop 
Fixation on ASI 
Fixation on wingtip 

Somatogravic illusion 
Fixation on wingtip 
Fixation on ASI 

Fixation 
Rapid rotation 
Over-rotation 

Fixation 

Common cause 
Not looking ahead 
Not looking ahead 
Chasing the ASI 
Fixation on ASI 

WmicroRecorderTM 
The new generation of flight data recorders 

@ SD card and Engine Noise Included 
g Complete moving map systems available 
g 100 hours battery life 
6 Ratified for all flights 
6 NMEA and 5 volts out for PDA 

ONLY 

£425+VAT 
ind. antenna and use 

data/charging cable 
and SD card 

Contact Graham on +44 (0)7968 0667 t 0, graham@ewavion ics .co m or www . ewavion i cs . com 
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IDAFLIEG SUMMER MEETING 

Exploring new possibilities 
EVERY year in August, students of the 

German Academic Flying Groups 
(Akafliegs) get together with employees 

of the German Centre of Aeronauti c and 
Spaceflight Research (DLR), the Institute for 
Flight Guidance and Control (IFF) of the 
Braunschweig University <Jnd the LBA 
(German FAA) at Aalen-Eichingen airfield cast 
of Stuttgart for their annual summer glider 
flight resea rch m eting. 

The performance and flying characteristics 
of new glider types are evaluated, along with 
special projects concerning improvements of 
performan , chara t ristics and safety for 
future designs. 

This research has not only grea t value for 
the continuous success of the development of 
gliding, but also offers practical support to 
future engineers, who not only learn the 
theory in their studies, but also how to use it 
on rea l aircraft and how to evJiuate and test 
the results of their own ideas. 

This is probably a major reason for the very 
successful glider and light aircrJft industry in 
GermJny. The DLR and the IFF support the 
ldaflieg (the Gern1Jn Abflieg's Scientifi c 
Association) with their quzilified research 
engineers, guiding ilnd helping the students in 
their self-chosen tasks, and also by making 

A video camera on the wing of the ASW 28 permits 
watching the distribution of the coloured fluid 
indicating the airflow status (laminarlturbulent) on the 
wing, here around a control tube cover 
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Jochen Ewald reports on this 
summer's research meeting 
of the German Akafliegs 

the c<Jiibrated glider, the 'holy' DG-300/17, 
and a tug ava ilable for the performance 
comparison and other research flights. 

This year, the weather conditions were 
perfect for the performance eva luation flights, 
where the new glider is compared to the DG-
300/17. In Jbsolutely ca lm air, very arly in 
the mornings, the polars of the ASG 29 and 
the Ventus 2cax, both f1 <1pped gliders needing 
severa l comparison flights to cover <ill flap 
posi tions, could be completely evaluilted. 

Over the dav, after the thermals start. all 
gliders (which 'were not occupied by special 
projects) were used for the flight 
characteristics eva luation following the 
'Zacher flight evJiuation scheme' . Besides the 
gliders already mentioned, the Akaflieg 
Karlsruhe AK-S, DG-1 OOOs, ASK-2 1, ASW 28 
and a vintage L-Spatz SS were ava ilable. The 
L-Spatz SS (offered to the students by a local 
pil ot) served to demonstrate to students, most 
of them only fJmiliar with modern plastic 
material, the different behaviour of such 
elderly gliders. This experience ga ined by 

The laptop in the cockpit is the modern means to log 
data during test and evaluation flights, seen here in 
the Bocian of the Dresden Akaflieg 

( Photos by Jochen Ewald) 
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flying different types is also invaluable as it 
enables therp to learn about flying and 
judging some characteristics they might 
experience when testing new prototypes. 

This year's special projects were very 
interesting. The Dresden Akaflieg brought 
their Bocian equipped to test a new method 
of eva luating the boundary IJyer airflow on a 
wing. They had already found that it is 
possible to use the temperature distribution 
on a heated surface to find out whether the 
airflow above it is laminar or turbulent by the 
use of infra-red photography and filming. 
Now, the temperature distribution was 
measured by measuring the resistance of the 
surface heating wire , and logged on a laptop 
computer. 

On the w ing of an ASW 28, the Munich 
Akaflieg tested d new way to improve the 
'conventional' method of mJking laminar and 
turbulent airflow, as well as laminar 
separation bubbles, visible in fli ght. Usually, 
this is done by applying a coloured fluid on 
the wing, flying the whole flight at consta nt 
speed and then evaluating the picture formed 
by the dried fluid. Now, they spray the 
indica ting fluid on the w ing in flight (using a 
garden shower), and watch the pictures 
forming w ith a small video camera, enabling 
them to do the tests in a wider speed range. 

The Aachcn Akaflieg (FVAl continued their 
research on the effects of the small 'Guern ay­
minifl aps' by measuring their influence on 
drug and lift using a 'wing glove' on their 
DG-1000s. This glove is equipped with 
intern JI probes to measure the surface 
pressure, re ponsible for the li ft, and a ' rake' 
of pi tot tubes behind the w ing to measure the 
pitot presswe there, indicating the drag 
produced. 

Another project of the FVA, for which they 
used the well-equipped DG-300/ 17 of the 
DLR, was research Jbout the rerformance 
improvement when flying in the 'J ir cushion ' 
close to the ground . -nley also did other 
flights with this glider to find out about the 
indi c21 tion errors oi the conventional 's ides lip 
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Two of the instruments used during the flying characteristics evaluation: The 'PhiPsiTheta', a Plexiglas screen 
showing the angles of bank. sideslip and attitude, and the measuring tape at the tip of the control stick to inform 
about the elevator position {Photos: Jochen Ewald) 

string' on the canopy, as well as about those 
of strings fixt'd Jt the canopy side to inform 
the pilot about the ,1ngle of <Jtlack. Such 
strings c~re proposed by some pi lots as a stall 
warning. 

The KarlsrL1hc 1-\kaflieg not only calibr<Jted 
the ASI of their AK-5, but also used this glider 
to find out more about the influence of 
w~shout on the flying characteri tics by testing 
it with the ailerons' '0-Position' set to difl'ucnt 
va lues. DLR and lrF also did some research to 
improve the data collection during the Zacher 
fl ying characteristics evaluation. 

Until now. a lot of data has had to he 
recorded by the pilots in fli ght. Some of this 
can also he done by automatic data logging, 
which wou ld not only give more precise 
resu lts, but also take some of the workload 
off the pilots during these flights. In several 
gliders the IFF .:liso logged the air pr ssure in 
the fuselage with open <Jnd closed 
ventilation, J qu ite interesting theme after DG 
presented the '1\llandel suclion system' , 
developed by their engineer Clemens 
Ma1Kiel. This sucks air out of the fuselage to 
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avoid c1 ir streaming out through gaps, 
disturbing the airflow on the outer surfaces. 

An interesting project was brought by 
johannes Traugott of the Institute for Flight 
System Dynamics of Munich University. He 
tested a GPS receiver for ornithological use­
the knowledge and experience the ldaflieg 
made using such systems for thei r 
performan e eva luations proved to be 
inva luable also for this quite different 
research purpose. 

Last. but not least, flight testing of two 
unusual powered aircr<:~ ft for certificat ion 
could ..1 lso he watched. lngo Luz of the LBA 
brought his home-built CriCri, the smallest 
twin world-wide, and the Munich Akaflicg 
continued the test progr<:~mme of their 
acrobatic tug Muc-.10 Sch iJcro, parti<J IIy with 
the help of Grab's test pilot Uli Sche/1 , who 
did the ' interesting' parts of spin test ing. 

The results of the research of the ;mnual 
summer meetings Jnd other work of the 
Akailieg students Jre published Jnd discussed 
during the following winter meeting in ~ 
January. 

July 4 through 
July 12, 2009 

BGA REGIONAL 
COMPET~ITION 

at SHENINGTON 
the Friendly Gliding! Club 

• Maximum entry 30 gliders • 
• Professional weatherman • 

• No airspace problems • 
• Local retrieve crews available 

as needed- no glider left 
behind! • 

A full programme of extra events, 
including 

• Karting at Shenington Kart 

Track 

• Bicycle Tour de Cotswolds ­

bring your bicycles! 

• Country Sports Day (wellie 

wanging, tug of war, rat down a 

drainpipe bashing, etc.) 

• American Independence Day 

Celebration, with Line Dancing 

and Campfire 

• Quiz n ight- Live mus,ic ­

Football match - Poker school, 

etc etc. 

contact: 
shenington-gliding@hotmail.co.uk 

or telephone 01295 680008 
or visit our website, 

www.regionals09.co.uk 
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eight of perfection 
THANKS as ever to these photographers, listed clockwise 
from top left: 

Long Mynd's William Brewis in Ventus CT 154 at about 
B,OOOft at Aboyne (Julian Fack) 

Nine PIKs showed up at a Montreal Soaring Council PIK 
meet at Hawkesbury, Ontario, Canada 

(Terry Beasley,ex-Lashamite) 

Francis Broom on finals to the DSGC airfield at North Hill 
(Robin Street) 

(Main pie) A flight that turned out to be a tour of the Trossachs 
in thermals rather than the intended blast around in wave, but 
the view was ample recompense (John Williams) 

(Inset) Landing in a field right next to Broadway Tower on 
top of the Cotswolds in a SOOkm attempt, just short of the 
turning point at Broadway but shot down by the sea air from 
Bristol Channel (Rowan Griffin) 

(Inset) The launch queue at Tibenham (fan Atherton) 

G-OP/K and a club PW-6, after a wave flight at As ton Down 
(John McWil/iam) 

If you would like your photographs to be considered for 
publication in Gliding Gallery or included elsewhere in S&G, 
do please send them to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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,LX avionics Ltd 
Distributor for: 

LX Navigation www.lxnavigation.si • Funkwerk avionics GmbH www.filser.de 
Flarm Technology www.flarm.com 

www.lxavlonlcs.co.uk for more Information 

TRANSCEIVERS 

!~~kwerkJ J 
ATR833 

ATR500 
POA 

previDusly Riser 
GmbH 

Meets the forcomlng 
8.33kHz apaclng 
POA 

TRANSPONDERS 
TRTSOO 
for use up to 15.00011 
over 2000 now in use 
POA 

TAT SOOA 
for use up to 35.00011 
POA 

TRT800H 
for use up to 35,00011 
IIOA 

***NEW*** 
Metal Hydride Glider/light Aircraft Batteries 
for High Power and Ughter Power/Weight 

and longer life than lead acid - Now available 
.....,dr • • ,..,... 

Wing Dollies 
I'OA 

Due to current exchallfle rate 
IIO#eflllty pi-H chec/r the 
weulte tor letest price. 

www.lxavionlcs.co.uk 

LX VARIOMETERS 
2008 RANGE LX Navigation 

LXSOOO 
Wfth Jllann 
POA 
WJthout 
l'lann POA 

LX 7007 
Basle 
POA 

LX 1800 
POA 

LX 18 
Club 
POA 

LX 18081 

·~ 

, .. : ~ - .... 
•• 0 ••• 

LX 7007 
wrth l'lann 

POA 
WJthout l'lann 

POA 

LX-Nav 
POA 

POA 

2 Seater options available for all 
varlometers except LX Nav and 
LX 1600 

INSTRUMENTS 
Winter Instruments 
Airspeeds, Altimeters, 
Compasses, Variometers, 
Slip balls and more ... 
Form 1 or FAA Release 
included 

FLIGHT 
RECORDER 
Collbrl v4 
POA 

FLARM 
Swiss Flarm 
Now Anllable llllltlt IOC 
•Diamond" Le"lfel Appt'O"Ifal 
PROMOTION PRICES: 
Baalc model 
• SO card slot is standard 

(ID ... ..,""**") 

• Logger (non - IGC) 
POA 

IGC model (all with 
calibration chart and 
so Card) 
wlthout.NL 
POA 
wltlt BNL 

LX 

POA 
e With SO Card 

and Logger POA 
(non -IGC) 

e Red Box IGC POA 

fl• 

LX Mini Box Flarm 
e Without SO Card 

and Logger POA 
e With SO Card 

and Logger POA 
(non -IGC) 

e Mini Box IGC POA 

Colibrl viJ - l'larm 
POA w1t1t 
.,.ndanl d'-Piey 
POA wltlt 
fl"'phlc d'-Piay 

• Prices shown In this advert include VAT 17.5% 

Contact: John Delafield 07850 950349 or 01865 374125 E-mail: Johnd@lxavionics.co.uk • www.lxavionics.co.uk 
or your regular supplier Prices at www.lxavionics.co.uk Add p&p to all prices E and OE 
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IT WAS my privilege to be among guests, who 
included the chairmen of Derby & Lancashire 
and Bowlancl Forest gliding clubs, at a 

reception and exhibition held at Salford 
University in the summer to celebrate the end 
of the first phase of UK charity Heartstone's 
year-long Festival of Flight project. 

The Festival of Flight, organised by 
Heartstone and Salford University Islamic 
Society and Students Union with backing from 
a range of organisations including Rolls-Royce, 
the RAF, the Royal Navy, Agusta Westland, the 
BGA and Sportsmatch, was launched to 
challenge stereotypes of students from ethnic 
minorities and introduce them to all aspects 
of flying. 

The project kicked off last year with a photo­
documentary exhibition created by aviation 
photographer Nick Sidle, which charted the 
development of powered flight from early 
myths and legends, through the early days of 
flight to the ultimate examples of aircraft 
technology today. 

lt focused on the men and women flyers and 
the passion to fly, which links pilots from every 
part of the world regardless of nationality, 
culture or background. 

The material included testimony from 
Mildred Carter, the first African American to 
obtain a pilot's licence in the Southern US, and 
her husband Herbert, who was a member of 
the first black combat air squadron in World 
War 2- the Flying Tuskagees. 

Although the exhibition has been on show in 
venues across the country throughout the past 
year, the Festival of Flight project embraced 
much more than the photo-documentary 
exhibition. 

A key aim was to give as many young people 
from ethnic minorities, and especially young 
Moslem women, the opportunity to experience 
flying for themselves. Traditionally, this is a part 
of the population that is unlikely to have been 
able to consider a career in aviation-related 
fields, especially given many of the stereotypes 
that have become more entrenched post 9/11 . 

To date, some 40 students have flown at 
Bowland Forest and another 40 are scheduled 
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Communications Officer Keith Auchterlonie 
reports on a BGA-backed project that has 
challenged stereotypes and introduced 
students from ethnic minorities to flying 

to fly there and at Carnphill. Other, smaller, 
groups have flown microlights at Strathaven 
near Glasgow and light aircraft over and 
around Dundee. 

During the year, the first-time flyers kept a 
photo-record to add to the original photograph 
portfolio. The final, composite exhibition was 
unveiled at the Salford event. 

Invited guests, as well as groups from local 
schools, were guided round the exhibition by 
the young people who had flown the various 
types of aircraft. 

The enthusiasm displayed by all who had 
taken part was very infectious. 

'This reany opened up doors 
for young kids. lt has got rid of 

many of the misconceptions that 
people have about flying and 

about the people that fly' 
Saiqua Aslam, who has just graduated from 

Salford with a degree in Finance and 
Accounting, said: "This has really opened up 
doors for young kids we have talked to. it has 
got rid of many of the misconceptions that 
people have about flying and about the people 
that fly. it's given so many an opportunity and a 
self-belief that they could do this." 

The president of Salford Students' Union, 
Usman Ali, who has been involved with the 
project from the outset, introduced Sita Kumari, 
a director of Heartstone, and Ghassan Aouad, 
the Pro-Vice Chancellor of the university, along 
with guest speakers from the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission, the Moslem 
Council of Great Britain and the Manchester 
Council for Community Relations. 

Usman went on to say that through the 
project "we hope to inspire our youth to 

greatness in whatever they aspire to," adding 
that "flying a glider was an amazing 
experience". 

A common theme expressed by the speakers 
was that the project has really helped to bring 
communities in the north of England together 
and that it has opened the eyes of many people 
to the possibilities of a career in aviation, 
something that many had thought was a path 
closed to them. 

After the speeches, Heartstone's Sita Kumari 
and a team of young dancers told the story of 
flight, starting from George Cayley's discovery 
of the aerofoil principle. 

When closing the event, she explained that 
the afternoon had initially been conceived of as 
a project finale. However the project been so 
successful that it is, in fact, marking a second 
beginning. 

As well as planning to fly 40 more young 
people at Bowland Forest and Derby & 
Lancashire, the photo-exhibition showing their 
experiences will travel around the country and 
arrangements are being made to take it to the 
Nelson Mandela Museum in Johannesburg. 

All the young people who have flown will, 
over the coming months, go out to 120 schools 
to tell pupils the story of flight and inspire them 
to look at aviation as something that is 
attainable- whether as a hobby or as a career. 

There are plans to run similar projects 
elsewhere in the country, including glider 
flying, as long as funding continues to be 
available. The first of these, at Luton, will run 
until May 2009. 

On a more ~ocal level, there is now a 
university gliding club up and running at 
Bowland Forest GC and Salford University 
Students' Union is also in discussion with \ • 
Derby & Lancashire GC. ~ 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Curl up with a good book 
The UK Aeronautical Information 
Manual (AIM) 200819 
Camber Publishing Ltd 
Editorial Team AFE 
928 pages £19.95 
ISBN: 978-1-87478-399-2 

AN UNAVOIDABLE 
aspect of modern 
aviation that we <JII 
loathe is the sheer 
number of rules and 
regulations. This manual 
tries to help by gathering 
together al l the reference 
n1aterial a pilot needs for 
s,1fe and lega l flying. it is 
not the authorit ive 

document, the UK Air Pilot stil l has that ro le, 
but is certain ly comprehensive. 

A cover-to-cover read could easily Jchieve 
the 'safe' bit, dvylight would be long past before 
a prospective pilot WJS h;:Jif wJy through. 

In a publicJtion of this sort, the index makes 
all the difference between usefulness and 
gathering dust: this one is good, hut there is J 
tr at inside the reJr cov~o'r- a CD with the fu ll 
document in pelf format, enabling the sort o f 
searching that computers do well. Publishing 
reference material on COs is fJ r from new, but 
rarely a substitute for h<Jrd copy. In offering 
both, this Ali\1\ is particularly useful. 

it is the last third of this book that gives J 

good read, and a possible disappointment; 
the CAA's superb series of General AviJLion 
Safety Sense Leanets is reproduced in full. 
These short esSil)'S are nuggets of common 
sense, hut the size of tht' typefJce cJn be a 
challenge. The Authority's own publica tion, 
LASORS, does the silmc job much better. 

Some 22cm long, 3.5cm thick, and 
weighing almost 1 .3kg, this is not a pocket 
book, but deserves shelf space for pilots or 
anyone organising UK genera l aviation. 
Andy Miller 
Senior Regional Examiner (Motor Gliders) 

Pharaoh's Treasure 
by Brian Phillipson 
Authorhouse, 2008, 
430 pages £9.88 
ISBN: 978-1-43435-864-6 

BRIAN PhilliiJson's 
second novel features 
the teilm of Swanson 
and Denton, ex-Navy 
illld ex-RAF charJcters 
respectively. 

This is a secret 
ops/CirVaction thriller, 
in the style ofTom 
Clancy, Clive Cussler 
~nd Miltthew Reilly. 

Although it's not a story about aviation, the 
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With the nights drawing in and Christmas on its way, we have 
taken a look at some books you might want to add to your 
present wishlist- or maybe you would like to treat yourself? 

action regularly involves it. From a Blackbird/ 
SR-71 mission which accidentally 
photographs a pharaoh's tomb in 1983, to Air 
Force One in 2008, from air-to-air refuell ing 
and Tomcats to breaking into a military 
airfield. 

The villain is a particularly nasty piece of 
work who has no hesitation in killing or 
torturing people if it serves his needs. His 
back-up team are equal ly ruth less. The story 
regularly jumps from England to Egypt, 
AmericJ and GermJny, clropping clues to 
loter events. Initially you must concentrate to 
keep track of the various locations and 
subplots, ilnd sometimes it can be 100 or 
more pages before the clues suddenly m<1ke 
sense and tie things together. 

The villain plots revenge for being badly 
treated by his previous employers (the CIA 
Jnd USAF) and several times I just had to 
keep reading, waiting for the next installment 
of a sub-plot to develop. There arc a couple 
of twists in the story that keep you interested 
and make the book enjoyable. 

Strangely, I found the vi llains, with their 
careful , intricote, cold-blooded planning, 
much more fascinat ing than the heroes, who 
have little serious ilctiun, until the ending of 
course. 

Overal l, a good read. 
John Wright 

The Scottish Gliding Union 
- A History 1934-2008 
by lan Easson 
lke Publishing, 2008 
420 pages £12 (proceeds to club) 
ISBN: 978-0-95608-200-8 

THIS IS a book with 
something for everyone. 
The club itself was 
instigated in the tea 
rooms of Glasgow in 
1934 and found a si te 
near Fintry before 
merging two other clubs 
in '1937 on the Lomond 
hills. 

lan Easson tJkes us 
expertly through the challenges of the time, 
getting the operation up and running before 
war commenced Jnd everything had to be 
abJndoned and sold up. 1946 saw the rebirth 
of the club on Balaclo airfield and here we 
have the first of many excellent extracts, th is 
one from Andrew Thorburn, one of the club 
pioneers. We Jre then treated to the first of 
the many hilarious sketches. 19.57 sees the 
club establ ished at Portmoak and the start of 

some seriouslv good cross-countries followed 
by the Nick Go~dhart's fJmous fl ight. 

In the '60s & '70s, Charlie Ross is 
frightening the Irish by invading Ireland, 
aerotow ing home, and Tom Docherty the 
English, with a 633km flight to Sussex. 

I flew in to Portmoak with J tug from the 
south and well remember my fi rst briefing 
flying J Skylark 4 to the hill on a hJzy day, 
but lan's find from the archives is an absolute 
gem: 'Seeest thou yonder hill, .... tarry a 
wh ile ' til I find my specs .... !' 

Although many of the pieces cover the 
important achievements, there <He also 
excellent pieces on those beh ind the scenes 
who have made this club what it is today. 

We canter through th '80s when the 
national height record W clS broken, ,1nd the 
first 500km inside Scotland. On to the '90s, 
rebuilding the finilnces, see the birth of the 
wonderful and much-ildmired 'Walking on 
Air' charity, the Strathclyde University courses 
Jnd more great flights and achievements. 

The last section covers the latest exploits 
and modern club developments, including 
John Willi<1ms's 7SOkm in Scotland, followed 
by the amaz ing 'I ,200km. 

\Nith a foreword by Derek 1-'iggott, lan has 
put it al l together beautifull y in 400-plus 
pages of interest, excitement and 
entertainmc.nt: I can but highly recommend it 
to all who love gliding. 
Hugh Woodsend 

The Soaring Pilot's Manual 
Second Edition 
by Ken Stewart 
The Crowood Press, 
37 4 pages £20 
ISBN: 978-1-84797-044-2 

THE Soaring Pilot's 
ManuJI was first 
published in 2000, and 
did a fJnt.Jstic job of 
filling a void between 
beginners' books 
(designed tu take you 
up to Hronze b<Jclge 
and pass the ex<Jms) 
ond the rather more 
ildvanced "Cross­

Country Soa ring' ' by Helmut Reichmann. 
As such, the first (o'clition was always 
recommended reading for soaring courses 
which I have run in the past. 

The book starts with the very basic 
principles of soaring. it then starts on the 
weighty subject of thcrrnals and thermal 
soaring. Starting with the how and why 
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Where Gliders Dare 
by Nicola J Bolton 
Available only at 
www.lulu.com 
33 pages £5.99 or free 
pdf download 
Aimed at 4- to 7-year­
olcls. this delightful 
book tPIIs the story of 

Whisper the Glider as he auempts to w in 
a gliding competition and make~ a 
speciil l friend. 

Trial Flight Guide 
-Gliding 
by Ken Stewart 
Pooleys, 58 pages, £6 
ISBN: 978-1-84336-095-7 
An ideal gift tor someone 
about to embark on a trial 
lesson. 

.... ,,•.,...:: 
J 

Sailing the Skies 
(OVO) 
Diveout Productions 
Available at 
www.gliding.eo.uk/shop 
£18.99 
A story of racing 
magnificent sailplanes, 
fi lmed during the Club 

Class Nationals Championships held at 
Lasham in August 2007. 

therrna ls form, it moves on to describe 
thermal soaring techniques - from 
finding Lhermals, to some basic ce.ntring. 
W hilst I wouldn't describe these techniques 
as "advanc cl", they form a regular pari of my 
own flying (albei t as part of a larger pool of 
techniques), and are excel! nt for the level of 
pilot the book is aimed at. Ken il lso deills 
with the ommon issues many people have 
with thermnll ing. 

H ill soaring, wave soaring and sea breezes 
ar all covered in a similarly simplisti , but 
informative manner. 

Having dealt w ith soaring, the second part 
of the book deals w ith all the other skills that 
make up a cross-country flight, and how to 
deal with them in a practica l manner ­
starting w ith task setting and the factors to 
consider, and moving on to preparation of 
both self and glider for cross-country flight. 
I have 10 disagree w ith Ken on one subject 
here- he states that " fashion has no place in 
a glider cockpit " . I would like to think that 
it's a Wing Thing has managed to bridge the 
gap between practical/comfortable and cool ! 
Among~! others, further topic. covered 

inclurle speed-to-fly theory, water ballast, 
navigation and n very practical guide to 
landing out. The bo kends w ith a section on 
persona l improvement- vital if you arc keen 
to progress through the badges or to compete. 

This book rea lly is vital reading if you arc 
coming up to Bronze or arc starting up your 
cross-country gliding caree r. 
Pete Masson 
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·------------------------------, 
Stay up to date- subscribe today 

I would like to subscribe to 6 issues of Sailplane & Gliding 

Please extend my current Sailplane & Gliding subscription by a further 6 issues 

... starting with the issue 

My details are (please complete in block capitals) 
Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss, Ms) 

Address 

Postcode 

Tel no 

e-mail 

Payment details: £22.75 UK; £39 overseas airmail 
I enclose a cheque/Postal Order/International Money Order for 

made payable to the British Gliding Association 

Please debit my 

Card number 

Valid from 

Visa 

Issue no (Switch only) 

Signature 

Date 

Access Master card Switch Solo 

Expiry date 

Send this form to: BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan Way, LEICESTER LE1 4SE, UK 

or subscribe online at www.gliding.co.uklsailp/aneandglidinglsubscriptions.htm 

L------------------------------~ 
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OTTFUR CW300 LONG LIFE RELlASI CLIVIR BOX VARIO 

£239 £299 

CLEVER BOX VARIO SYSTEM 
* See our website www.mlravillfion.m.uk for detals of this 

new exciting variometer system from the smne stable as tlte 
ubiquitous XKlO Vario System, now available from stock 

from'· ~ 
~1r «_.____ 

Aviation Ltd. 
"You can bank on us" I . 0 

. 

+ New Instruments with Fonn 1: Winter 1.5 turn 80mm AS/ s 0·160kts, 0·200kts £189.90, Winter 57 mm Altimeter £409, Winter Variameters with Aask 57 mm or 80mm £262, Airpath panel 
mount compass FAA released £98. + New Instruments: GD/ miniature turn and slips £269, 80mm altimeters 0-20,000 £139, PZL Altimeter £109, Mini Accelerometer £1 49. 

+ Surplus Tested Instruments: Ferronti Horizons with new Solid State Inverters Mk 6£329, Mk 14£389, Mk 32 £449, 80mm T/ S £114, New Solid Stole Inverters 12-14DC in 11 5v 400hz out. , 
12·14V DC in 26-28V DC out £129, Smith Mk 20 0-35,000 sensitive altimeters with lest report £1 20, accelerometers £99. + Radio: Delcom 960 Panel Mount £249, Eleclrel Boom Mics £34, 

Delcom 960 DC Adaptor £25, Speakers/Mics £21 , Panel Mount Castings £21 , 960 Boffery £39. + BGA Approved "Ottfur" Releases: New Original OM Series £199, CW Series long lire a lternative 
for modern gliders- Nose CW400 series £179, C of G CW300 Series £239, Exchange OM Series £119, CW Series £99, Spring kits available all series. Ottfur launch safety weak link carrier. £9.50. 
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CAIR Aviation Ltd, Steephill House, Felcot Road, Furnace Wood, Felbridge, West Sussex RHI9 2PX Tel: 01342 712684 Fax: 01342 717082 
e·mail: colindstreet@aol.com www.cairaviatian.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.cairaviation.co.uk
mailto:colindstreet@aal.com
www.calraviation.co.uIc


A.I~E3c:J~"-..E 

(!) ='vu=='3o-rE'3 

Moving to Lasham 
. 

Early '09! 

AIRBOHNE COM POSITES 

www.REFINISH.biz 
Glider repairing & refinishing in Poland 

Great prices - Superb quality and service - BGA approved and insured workshop 

Refinishing 
The workshop in Poland has already completed nearly 
150 UK gliders. Our aim is to provide a high quality 
finish and service with minimum hassle for our 
customers 

Open Class, Standard & 15/18m 
Complete Refinish in T35, Schwabellack or "2 Pack", 
All Mylar seals replaced, cockpit repainted , Numbers 
and logos replaced, full weight and mass balance of 
control surfaces, minor surface damage filled, BGA 
CofA provided. The glider Gel coat is effectively 
returned to "as new" condition. 

We look after all the arrangements and can provide 
collection and delivery as required. 

Please contact us to discuss any of our services 

December 2008 - January 2009 

Repairs 
*** £400 cash back offer*** 

We provide a £400 cashback incentive for any major 
repair work carried out in 2008. 

We offer a full, no hassle glider repair service, including 
door to door collection and delivery from anywhere in 
the UK. We give fixed price quotes and realistic 
completion dates. We have done major repairs for 
several large UK clubs. 

*** Repair and Refinish service *** 
For gliders being repaired we can offer a very, very, 
very good deal on a complete refinish at the same time. 

e Crabb Computing 
3 Salford Close 
Welford , Northants. NN6 6JJ ~ Tel +44 (0)1858 575665- paul@crabb.biz 
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K-21 cruising over the Valley of the Sasse, taken from the peak of Jouere and (below right) Glacier Blanc in the Ecrins taken from a Discus 

1/\i\1\ NOTa hugely experienced mountain fl yer 
but have I! own at )aca in Spain, Serres (Kiaus 
Ohlman'> base) and ap Tall<.ml. 1\t )<Jca on 

my first flight I WilS hooked, it was an amazing 
ombination of sight-seeing and flying. 

lt also seemed quite e<.1sy (got that wrong), not 
terribly busy and the ridge line was very easy to 
follow, up until a certain point th,l t is. Now I 
realise I wasn't really mountain flying at all - I 
g thigh and ~tayed th re and was amazed to see 
lower performance gl iders scooting about b low 
me. "How do they do that?" I wondered. 

Since then I have flown at Serres, where I 
lea rned the rudiments, did a lead anrl follow 
beh ind Klaus Ohlman, then swapped to Tall, rei 
(near Gap), which I preferred. I was not at all 
influenced by the bar which overlooked the 
airfield or the fact that they served bucket-sized 
glasses of Hooegarclen beer. However, on a non­
flying clay ,1t Tallard this Easter, my friend Stewart 
and I visited La Motte, CFI )acques Noel. 

Stewarl had clone a mountain flying course 
with )acques many years ago and had 
maintained a good friendship. So we bowled up, 
met the great man, who promptly offered us a 
flight in a K-13 (otherwise known as ,1n t\SH 13!) 
"Too good an offer lo miss! " I thought. Five 
minutes later I realised that flying there was 
something else and mclde up my mind to return 
during the summer. 

O nce aga in Stewart and his family very kindly 
allowed me to stay at their house, wh ich 
although barely 'I 0 minutes from Tallard airfield 
turned out to be 35 minutes from La Motte. I was 
really looking forward to this holiday though I 
was slight ly dnxious about being on my own. 
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Adrian Lyth experiences some unique flying 
opportunities at La Motte, a French club that 
has the overall feel of a small UK club and 
whose high-profile CFI, Jacques Noel, makes 
a point of welcoming every pilot by name 

Stewart and another friend, Nick, were flying at 
Tallard. 

After a day's rest from the journey I had my 
check flight with Christian, who gave me a very 
comprehensive briefing, which was almost too 
much to t-ake in. TI1e field is about I ,200 metres 
long set in a valley with a Tarmac strip down the 
middle. lt runs directly north/south and is 650 
metres ams I. 

You can get an idea of what it looks like by 
logging on to their website (http://cvvmc.free.fr/l, 
wh ich provides an aerial view of the field looking 
to the notth. On the east side is a hill/mountain · 
called La Blachere (approx 1 ,400 metres), which 
tends to work in the afternoon <md is pilrt of a 
longer ridge. 

To the west the field is bounded by a plateau 
Jbout S00-600ft high and positioned at the 
southern end is an east-facing hill they call Early 
Morning. lt got its name because the sun rising in 
the east causes it to kick off thermals from about 
9.30 until about 12.30-1 .00. The field is almost 
divided into thirds, the southern third is very 
rough, the middle section OK though there is an 
east-west access track separating lhe midd le third 
from the northernmost third so best to land in the 

middle third. You are briefed carefully not to 
touch down (when landing to the north on 36) 
before th camp ite on the east sid (i in the 
first third of th field) or you may '-N 11 go through 
the canopy (it's rough) and on turbulent 
approaches you wi ll get th rown Jbout som thing 
rotten, so come in high. You must also not over 
run the east-west access track either otherwise 
you ' ll need a new undercarriage. So nothing 
difficu lt there then. 

They have a very high-powered winch (422hp! 
with two drums and steel cables. They use two 
black weak links (1!!!, have professionJI driv r· 
and tak great care of their cJbles, renewing 
them at regular intervals dnd then selling them on 
to other clubs with less tricky c/b options. 

You are briefed thoroughly on how to handle 
the parachutes Jnd not to just throw them on the 
ground, and also to check that, Jfter you have 
hooked on, the links are all pu lled out straight to 
el iminJte the possibility of something coming 
undone. 

For the check fl ight Christian and I flew a 
Janus. I wa briefed on the procedure for the 
launch, circuit and downwind calls. You must do 
<JII pre-launch and downwind ca lls in Fr ·nch, so 
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I wrote them down. The predominant launch 
di rection is to the outh and two gliders at a time 
are placed in line at the beginning or the str ip. 
You then call in French "Le treuil (winch) de 823 
(my gl ider), Discus B, Adrian Lyth ", which 
prepares the driver (who might be Jacques Noel) 
that you arc ready and he knows what glider 
you have. 

You then hook on, give the thumbs up to the 
wing-holder, w ho lifts the wing. You then 
announce "Le treuil cie 823, tend le cable 
Blachere" (or Route)- in other words " t<J ke up 
slack - ro,1d side" or field side. Cab! slack is 
taken up Jnclthen you announce "tendu pret" -
"all out" Jncl off you go. 

Oi course clue to th accumulated stress of 
recent days (my excuse) I misread my own 
writing and proceeded to go directly from 
instruct ion I "Hi it's me!" into "A ll out", which 
wou ld of cour e have rippeci the hook right out. 
Muftkd guffaws in French and Germ<Jn and then 
I got it right. 

You also have to ca ll downwind in French, 
"Le trcuil de 823, vente arriere pour clix huit (or 
trente six), main gauche/droit (left-he nd right­
hand circu it) le train t or·ti et verrouillee"­
undercarriage down and locked. I wrote it 
all down. 

So we launched and ga ined about 1 ,200ft. 
Initial acceleration for such d powerful w inch is 
not rapid hut then we w r hauling back hard in 
a non-BGA-approvecl manner. I immediately 
turned right on to Early Morning, which was 
about 600ft below so the ov rail impression was 
that I wils now low. 

lt was kicking off weak thermals, we gained > 
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ALPINE ADVENTURE 

> height and switched to LJ Blachere on the 
other side of the field but it wilsn't rea lly 
working. We heJded north and more briefing 
on the "Zone de la perte d'il lti tude" (right over 
La Matte du Caire village), which is basically J 
let down area you use to lose height when 
returning. You call up w ith your height in 
French and then go into ci rcuit at the 
appropriate moment. 

More briefing about right-hand circuits, 
which are the preferred option when land ing 
to the north on " trente six"- 360. When flying 
this ci rcuit the base leg points west directly 
towards the heavily-wooded Early Morning 
hil l, so in the evening with a lowish sun in the 
west the hill disappears w ith the consequent 
danger of flying right into it. 

Luckily there is a conveniently pl<~cecl little 
ri ver (more of a stream) which intercepts the 
bJse leg so you follow th;Jt (mainta ining <1 

constant angle of bank) until you intercept the 
threshold and then aim to land in the second 
third of the field. 

You are <J iso briefed that once in a while you 
ciln get a complete wind reversal and, instead 
of a useful heilclwind, you suddenly find J less 
than useful 20kt t<J ilwind. All this briefed on 
the first rl ight (so not a lot to remember then) 
and, successfully achieved, we then proceeded 
to the cable break exercise. 

This is very important at La ,\1\otte since it is 
solely a winch (l e treuill operation and the 
narrow field and very limited off-site landing 
opportunities make cable breaks tricky. The 
brief was to fl y off to the left then ill the right 
moment begin a constant bank turn so that 
you do not have to increase bank too much at 
the last moment ;me! land basically in the 
middle third of the field. 

Well he almost got me- sneaky man h<Jd 
briefed w inch launch to cut power, so no big 
bang. However, I wasn't caught out, shoved 
the stick fol"\vil rd and didn't do anything until! 
saw the ASI register 120kph (approx 60kts), off 
to the left, then set up a turn (had to increase 
bank a little bit) and then had to be prompted 
to close the brakes as I was about to land in 
the first third of the field which must be 
sponsored Jncl maintained by an undercarriage 

repair compJny- it is rough! The next day I 
flew solo. I launched about 2pm, which was 
late due to electrical problems. Launching was 
never too fast nor too slow. 

Having got to the top and been w ished "Ban 
vol" by the winch driver, I immediately turned 
right on to Early Morning and that was when 
the fun started. 

'Having got to the top and been 
wished "Bon vol" by the winch 

driver, I immediately turned right 
onto Early Morning and that was 

when the fun started' 

I was over a plateau (approx 500-600ft) so 
now appeared to be low and, whilst it is 
absolut ly a thermal machine, they are init ially 
weak and you have to be able to mJke them 
work. This time it didn't so I decided to land. 

They seem to be quite relaxed about 
downw ind landings so I planned my approach 
for 36, called downwind, followed the river, 
lined up and, in all the excitement, forgot thilt 
there was actually quite a sti ff tailw ind, which 
necessitated full <J ir brake, then fu ll wheel 
brake ("Hmm must adjust th<Jt!" I thought) and 
I rolled to a standsti ll just the other side of the 
access road, my undercarriage having received 
only a gentle jolt. 

Checklist: flight essentials for the Alps 
I always take/have: 
• French medical or JAR Class 2 and a 
permit to fly - see BGA website. There is 
now a charge for this 
e Flarm and hi vis markings on the glider 
e Good sunglasses 
e Hat-a must 
• Not too many clothes, it's hot - I fly In old 
comfortable shirts, the high collar protects 
my neck from the sun, parachute chafing 
and also stops bare, sweaty arms sticking 
to the cockpit 
• Maps - you can buy them there or bone 
up beforehand, I used the French IGN 1:100 
000 series 
• Landout book -this can be bought at the 
club and lists the official landout sites with 
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GPS co-ordinates etc 
• Spare batteries for everything 
e Drinking system - I drank about two 
litres a flight 
• Peebags 
• Something to chew 
e Mobile phone 
e Sun tan lotion 
• French dictionary 
• BGA claim forms 
• Good flying shoes 
e Set of tools for minor repairs 
• Tledowns 
• If you have room a fleece In case you 
land out high! 
• HI vis jackets for the journey, headlight 
convertors, first aid kit. 

(Left) Adrian Lyth landing 

Discus at La Matte from 

North to South 

(Jacques Noel) 

Glacier Noir not far from 

Then back on line for <J second attempt, 
which I was to ld would be difficult since 
things didn't work too well at that time of the 
day. Well I didn't care, I was off. And this time 
it worked, I picked up a weak thermal and had 
a very pleasant one hour 22 mins, just settling 
down and familiarising myself with 
surroundings. 

I landed in a good spot, someone 
immediately collected me with the tai l dol ly 
using a Golfette (golf buggy) and towed me 
back to my trailer. 

O n these two flights I had learnt <J lot. For 
example, when landing to the south (which I 
did second flight) the preferred circu it is right­
hand, which means your downwind leg is over 
J plateau on the west of the strip about 500-
600ft high. Th is is also where Early Morning is. 
So a downwind leg over the plateau makes 
you feel very low and you don't want to get 
too low here since it can be verv turbulent 
particularly in a north-westerly ~o you need 
speed. You also lose sight of your reference 
point! 

However, it gets more interesting b~cause as 
soon as you turn right on to the base leg and 
off the piJteau you regain the extra 500-600ft 
and now feel relatively high! And you an't 
land in the fi rst third of the field otherwise 
you' ll c latter over the access track and need to 
do some welding. 

I also learnt more about the Zone de la Perte 
cl ' altitude. This is the let clown area over La 
Matte, which I later rea lised must be about 
500-600ft higher than the airfield. 
Consequently w hilst descending in this area 
and trying not to rely overly on the altimeter 
there comes a point when you think "OK, th is 
looks about right, I' ll go into circuit," and then, 
as you fly towards the field (wh ich is dropping 
away), you appear Lobe high' Lots to learn but 
it really sharpened me up. 

To cut a long story short I had some great 
flights, but on occasions the condi tions wer, 
hard. Normally I picked up li ft on the plateau 
wi thout too much difficulty, but it was the next 
step which was difficult. I could usually gain 
about 3,000ft at La Matte, the next step was to 
gain another 3,000ft from surrounding hills 
which would enable me to get to a fabulous 
ridge called Dormi llouse (a lways got a white 
Discovery on the top!). 
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However, areas such as this are very 
congested with gliders - lookout is of crucial 
importance, the vast mJjority of gliders are 
fitted with Flarm but not all. 

I achieved 59 hours for 17 flights, getting 
away on Jll but two occasions. High points ­
reaching BJrdonecchia, seeing Mount 
Chaberton (old gun emplacements on the 
top), returning over the high Ecrin via the Pas 
de La CJvale, twice flying through the Col de 
Vars, l3,000ft in wave. 

Low points - getting stuck in 
Barcellonnette valley twice, this was the 
hardest I hJve ever worked; low, very hot, 
steep angles of bank in the bursts of lift, 
constant monitoring of angle of bank Jnd 
airspeed, wJtching for the gliders which 
joined me but eventually getting away, 
bathed in sweat. And also one occasion, too 
many gliders, too close on the plateau with 
nobody climbing. 1~ot nice. 

However, it is not just the unique flying 
opportunities at LJ Motte which make it 
attractive. )acque Noel has J very high profile 
<-llld Jt briefing he welcomes EVERY pilot by 
name. 

The over<lll feel is of J smJIIer UK club. I 
was the only Brit there and one of my 
concerns was the rigging-derigging, getting 
on line elc when I didn't know anybody. This 
was not J problem. Everyone was incredibly 
friendly, basic<tlly I just stuck my hand out, 
told them my name and that vvas that. 

'Would I go there again? 
Absolutely, although not for 

beginners, the combination of 
very friendly people, great flying 

and low cost was unbeatable' 
Just before I left I had a very interesting 

chJt with a highly experienced French 
mountain flier Jnd instructor, )ean-RenJud. 
He neatly summarised the unique 
characteristic of La Matte and why it is 
excellent mountain flying training. 

Because it is a winch IJunch site you start 
off low - you are immecl iJtely mountain 
flying working the hills Jnd hJve to make 
things work. At other sites it is possible to 
take an aerotow, get dropped above a hill 
and pick up a thermal. 

He felt that for some pilots this would be a 
huge disadvantage since they might not have 
gained sufficient experience of coping low 
clown which could be tricky when they got 
low. it was also significant·ly cheaper than Jn 
aerotow! 

Would! go there again? Absolutely, 
although not for beginners, the combination 
of very friendly people, great flying and low 
cost was unbeatable. However, if you want to 
go get some tuition, it will pay off. 

For the sad people, I have added a few 
piccies to my fl ickr site: \ . 
http://www. fl ickr.com/photos/pi lot823/ ~ 

• Adrian tyth started gliding in 1991. He 
has 1,1 00 hours, a joint share in a Discus B 
and is a full Cat instructor. Adrian has 
recently taken over as CFI of East Sussex GC. 
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What you need to fly in France 
TO FLY In France you need a validation of your English licence. To do this you 
have to send copies of the following to the French authorities: 
e A photocopy of your British Gliding Certificate 
e A photocopy of the last two pages of your logbook showing the total number 
of flight hours • 
e Two passport photographs 
eA photocopy of your passport showing your civil status 
e A valid medical which could be the JAA class 2 or a French medical, which 
is what I do. I book a medical with a French examiner each year (costs about 45 
euros) 

There never used to be a charge for the validation, but they recently 
introduced this at 75 euros, so it mounts up. You will need a check flight with 
an instructor when you are there. There are details on the BGA website about 
this. lt is a very good idea to get some instruction as well! 

Our picture shows NiCk Smith as he manoeuvres Discus RIO over Lac Serre Poncon 

(Nick Smith, www.cloudrider.co.uk) 
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THE WORLDS: LUSSE 

Team's dreams unfulfilled 
Team captain Harry 
Middleton gives the 
low-down on the 
flapped classes of 

this year's Worlds at Lusse 

LUSSE Airfield is approximately 70km 
southwest of Berlin and fits well in the 
local infrastructure of the small village of 

LC1ss and nearly Spa town of l3elzig. 
Both of these communities extended a 

warm welcome to the participants and guests 
of the 30th World Gliding Championships, 
held in August. 

The airfield, which was purchased by the 
club members in around '1992, was formerly 
used as a reserve landing strip for the East 
Germany Military. The transformation of this 
landing field to J first-class gliding club was 
carried out w ith much thought. 

For instance, the hangar was designed and 
built so that all gliders could be easily 
a cessecl through the massive side doors and 
decamped from the hangar without having to 
move th other gl iders out of the way. 

The first of the high-profile gliding 
competitions took place in 1995. TI1ese have 
continued in both nationals and international 
gliding form since. 

You w ill probably remember the European 
Championships of 2000 w hen Steve ]ones and 
Davicl Watt achieved I st and 2nd place in the 
15-Mctre class. Steve ]ones was part icipating 
once again, this time in the Open Class, flying 
his Nimbus 4m with 1-'ete Harvey flying 
< longside in his Nimbus 4T. 

In the 18-Metre class, defending his World 
Champion title ga ined in 2006, was Phil ]ones 
(Vcntus 2) with i.Joth Russell Cheetham and 
1VIike Young flying ASG 29s. 

The 15-Mctre class was flown by Tim Scott 
(ASvV 27b) and Leigh Wells (ASG 29) 

Unfortunately, the team rooms were sited 
behind the hangar, resulting in a nil view for 
team captJins oi the nations who used them. 
Luckily we did not book one, and sited our 
gJzebo base opposite the front oi the launching 
grid, which was also the task finish line. 

The competition area was w ithin very good 
soaring country, extending into Poland with a 
particularly good saus<~ge-shaped hot therm,ll 
<Jrea from 80 miles west of Llisse over into 
Pol,1nd [JiJSSing a line <~pproxirnately 40 miles 
south of Berlin . 

Weather conditions were very hot during 
the practice week period, but as usual for the 
2008 competition season, it deteriorated for 
many of the clays. A large area to the north­
west of the airfield was a designated protected 
bird sanctuilry and, I believe, because of this 
Wilgas (slight ly quieter thJn usual tugs) were 
used, which left the duration of the lounch 
rat·e <1 litLic to be desired. 
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Despite h1gh expectations, there were no medals from Team GB this time around, although Leigh was only a few 

points away from a Silver or Bronze (Martin Ling) 

On the first few doys of the competition, it 
was taking 1 hr 40mins to I<Junch the whole 
field oi 134 gliders, with a record number of 
36 nations competing. 

In compil rison, the opening and closing 
ceremonies were conducted wi th precision 
timing- 50 minutes for the opening and one 
hour for the closing. The times were advertised 
prior to the events and were surprisingly 
accurate' 

Leigh Wells 

COMING straight from the 
World Championships at 

Rieti, and with just a few days to 
collect my thoughts, it was quite 
a relief to iinclthe Li.isse area to 

be everyth ing I had been told it was. Llisse 
provides an environment that is tilr less taxing 
than competing in largely unlandable 
mountainous terrain. it has large flat areas 
with surprisingly free airspace, which makes 
for a good contest Jrea. 

Arriving with only a couple of practice clays 
available wns no real disadvantage as the 
brilliant weather they had had before I arrived 
soon broke clown to a more cyclonic pattern. 
In fact, given the weather, the area produced 
remarkably good soil ring conditions, 
somewhat limited by small weather windows. 
This led to a number of short devalued tasks 
and rather a large ;:unount of assigned area 
tasks (not my favourite form of competition 
flying). The most remarkable thing was that it 
was flyable at all given that a few miles west 

in the UK the weather was very poor. 
Team flyi ng with Tim Scott in France last 

year in the European Championships was 
good practice for this competi tion. TI1e 27 and 
the 29 work well in combination and race 
well together. 

My most memorab l clay was Day 7 when 
we started earl y, got some good c limbs ahead 
of our competitors and arrived back at an 
empty airfield (usually either a very good sign 
or a very, very bad one). We had to wait 10 
minutes for the next fastest iinishers who were 
5.5kph behind us. 

Tim and I managed to do exactly the same 
time, down to the second! it's always nice to 
w in the clay, but to come equ<J I first with your 
team mate is even better. 

Personally, I would have liked to have kept 
the s 'cond place I had going into the last clay, 
however coming fourth in the worlds is not 
something I'm going to grumble about. 

In briet', Llisse was an enjo)'(lble and wel l­
run competition, the only thing that would 
have made it better was a iew medals for the 
British teJm. 

Mike Young 

ANYONE that tel ls you that it 
doesn't matter or it's on ly a 

game is either w inning the 
competition or has had enough 
tin1c to reflect on their posi tion. 

However when you're sa t in a field on the first 
day of a World Ch<lmpionships, knowing that 
others hJvc probably connected w ith th 
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at LUsse 
better weather is a pretty p<l infu l 
exp •rience. Such was the fate of the 18-
Metre team ill this year's Worlds. 

As Phi I I<Jy on the wing of his Ventus 2cxil 
staring skywilrd: "Mike just think you've 
landed in the same field as the World 
Champion! " 

"Nope it doesn't make me feel any b<:tter." 
I th ink secretly we would have rather 
suffered alone. 

As w ' drove through the airfield g<Jtcs il 
few hours later, the first of the 18-Mctre 
finish •rs PL and the winner of the day 
fl ashed Jcross the line. We'd been together 
short ly hefor we had landed in our field 
and PL had climbed away from no more 
than 1OOft above us. 

Ho hum, c'est la vie. 
Stil l we were lucky not to come lilst and 

sufier the humiliation of b ing a l ied up to 
col lect a prize as the lucky loser at the 
briefing the following morning. 

I th ink that it was Michael Grund who 
sa id: "What do you mean the Germans don't 
have a · ns - of humour? Of course we do, 
but it's like,, reiJy r<~ce, on ly one of us has 
the baton at any one time." 

'On the first day, sat in a 
field knowing that others have 
probably connected with the 

better weather is a pretty 
painful experience' 

TI1e idea w<Js quickly dropped when the 
stewards pointed out th, t people hJd spent J 
large amount of tim and effort to b her ' 
and that, wh ilst it was well meaning, the 
humiliation of being drJgged up for another 
healing in front of your peers was in filet 
cruelty to gl ider pilots. 

Later on in the competition they got the 
hJng of it though and started to give out 
appropriate prizes for hard luck stories, like 
the guy who hJd three flat tyr s before 
finally getting airborne. 

There was a good friendly atmospher 
in Team GB and we did our best to poison 
the opposition during the joint Dutch, 
Ita l ian and Brit ev ning with some pork pies 
tr<msported ni l the wny from Mclton 
Mowbray a week eJrlier and some 
extremely smelly Stilton. The Dutch were 
more subtle, they just org, nised several 
barrels oi beer whi lst the ILal iJns smiled 
broadly ,15 they poured another glass of 
vino tinto. 

So, no medals irom Team GB Lhis time 
around, although Leigh was only a few 
points away from a Silver or Bronze. Our 
cxpectntions were high but our dreams were 
not fulfilled at thi~ year's worlds. 

Perhaps time for a little reflection and 
to come back strong r in Hungary next ~ 
time Mound. · 
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GRAND PRIX 

lt pays to know 
when to pounce 

With just one flying 
day, the Grand Prix 
was still definitely an 
experience not to be 

missed, says Chris Curtis 

HAVING flown in the 2006 UK 
Qualifying Grand Prix at Gransden 
Lodge, I made a vow to myself that I 

would enter my name for the next one in 
September 2008 at Lasham, because the GP 
had been the most fun in competition flying 
that I had ever experienced. 

Besides, I had gained some special 
knowledge in the 2006 GP and made some 
valuable mistakes. I remember speaking to 
Russell Cheetham after we had both had a 
bad clay. Independently, we had been 
tempted to push on from the top of a thermal 
and break away from the group below us. We 
broke away too soon (from different climbs), 
the peleton hauled us in, and you would 
think that we would have learnt a lesson. 

We decided together, that evening, that we 
would not break away from the group the 
next day. And guess what! We did exactly the 
same thing the next day, Russell landed out 
and I came in last! 

Conventional competition habits are hard 
to overcome. Talk about learning the hard 
way! There is a psychological element to 
flying in the GP, and it pays to know when to 
pounce. Sometimes, it doesn't pay to be in 
front. The only thing that matters is that you 
are first across the finish line. 
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Armed with this new knowledge, I was 
looking forward to having another go at 
Lasham. The venue was perfectly suited for a 
Grand Prix, a massive airfield with plenty of 
room for spectators. 

Practice Day (Task: Rivar Hill -llsley, 110km) 
We had all been given satellite trackers to 
wear on the chest, which could be switched 
on or off only by the organisers using a 
special magnet. For the first time in the UK, 
crew members and spectators in the briefing 
room were able to watch the battle unfold in 
real time on a large screen. Starting together 
at exactly the same time within 1 km of each 
other (usually closer) was quite spectacular, 
and we had to keep our eyes peeled. 

There was nothing to separate us until half 
way up the first leg when Dave Draper (301) 
cut north to what he thought was better 
routing, while the rest of us went straight for 
the Turn Point. By the time Dave got to the TP 
he met some of us coming out of it, and had 
to climb with the pack, drifting away from the 
TP. Dave was kicking himself and decided 
that he would have to do something very 
different to stay in the points. 

'Some of the finishes 
were very close (seconds) 

and the atmosphere 
amongst spectators 

was electric!' 
His moment came just after the second TP 

when he could see some of us heading west 
of track to pick up cumulus. He proceeded 
straight down track, into the blue, and was 
rewarded with a good c limb to put him on 
final glide and a clay win. Some of the 
finishes were very close (seconds) and the 
atmosphere amongst spectators was electric! 

On the next flying day, an attempted Day 
·1, we all landed out- so no points. 

Day 1 (Wednesday, five point polygon 
102km. Basingstoke - Micheldever ­
Newbury - Whitchurch - LashamStartWest 
control point) 
I miscalculate my start and have to dive with 
airbrakes open to get below the max start 
height of 3,400ft QNH. Everyone is ahead 
and I am admonishing myself. In fact my 
mistake doesn't seem to matter much because 
the difference turns out to be minimal and we 
are all together very soon. The first thermal is 
occupied by every competitor, like a shoal of 
fish going round and round. I find this 
exceedingly amusing. Who is going to be first 
to break? The pack instinct dominates and we 

all leave together. For some reason I am first 
into the Turn Point and heading down the 
second leg. At this point pilots are getting low 
and nervous and beginning to fan out a little. 
I have paid the price for being first into the 
turn and find myself lower than everyone. The 
lift has not been strong so with much regret I 
begin to dump some water. 

As negative thoughts begin to insinuate 
themselves I have a radio message from 
control, "Z2 7 you have a 240-second penalty 
for starting above the maximum start height" . 
I can't believe it, not after diving off all that 
height. I just know I crossed the line below 
3,400ft! 

Dropping some ballast proves to be a 
blessing in disguise as I hook a good three 
knotter and climb well. Others are ahead but 
the climb is good so I stay with it. Pressing on 
again, progress is slow against a 26-knot 
headwind. I bounce two gaggles. Then Mark 
Holden in 933 is turning just short ofTP2 
having already gone around. 

I try to work my way upwind of the track 
line but soon get tempted by gliders 
thermalling on track ahead. The pack heads 
off up track again but follows an energy line 
that takes them downwind of the third TP. 

In this wind, I don't like the look of the 
route. My next decision is a crucial winner. 
The TP (Newbury Racecourse) is in sunshine, 
the track out to the next turn has ominous 
dark clouds developing, which could be 
good, or very very bad if it starts to rain. So I 
leave the others to their route and go straight 
for the TP. 

just before getting there I hit a good climb 
and take it rather than go for the TP first, 
which would risk losing the thermal. I can 
now see the others some distance off, 
climbing downwind of the TP and drifting 
away. Gary Stingemore (Xl ) swans in to take 
the TP at my height (where did he come 
from?) but doesn't stay to thermal, heading 
instead straight away down the fourth leg. I 
decide to continue with my climb. By the 
time the others come in to take the turn I am 
well above. I never see Gary again. 

I then follow the dark cloud streets (that are 
enlarging and coalescing all the time) but stay 
slightly left so that I can dive out to the 
sunshine should it start to rain. A long 
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relentless glide is followed, with much 
relief, by a 3-knot climb. Now I can see lots 
of gliders beneath me. Rain is visible up 
track. I make a final lunge for the fourth TP, 
estimating that I should get round at about 
2,500ft. 

I hit light rain but continue. The airframe 
is vibrating. I round the TP at 2,000ft and 
dive south of track for the sunshine. Now 
with a good tailwind I can bide my time. 

The last leg is a struggle for survivJI. I 
travel 8km, turning and seeking, flying over 
sunny areas, drifting down to 1 ,600ft, until I 
settle for 1.5 knots. I only need a few more 
hundred feet to secure final glide. The wind 
is on my side now. it occurs to me that no 
one has yet called final glide. Perhaps I'm in 
with a chance. At 2,000ft I commit to 
running in. 

'The first thermal is occupied 
by every competitor, like a 

shoal of fish going round and 
round. Who is going to be 

first to break?• 
I'm first across the line, and my crew and 

syndicate pvrtner, Steve Riddington, informs 
me that if the next glider doesn't come in 
within four minutes (my penalty time), I 
hJve won. Gary arrives next, 13 minutes 
IJter. it later transpired that my penalty time 
was invalid; the tracker had been unable to 
keep up with my air-braked dive prior to 
crossing the start. The logger trace proved 
that I had crossed correctly. 

it was a great pity that we had only one 
competition day. Despite the weather there 
vvere 3,000 spectators for the air show, and 
Brian Spreckley declared thJt the forrnuiJ 
for the Grand Prix had been proven beyond 
doubt; good news for us and our sponsors. 
The organising team did a first class job and 
the trJcking technology was fantastic. 

The pilots vgreed that flying together, in 
the same time frame and in the same 
weather, was great fun. I'm looking forwvrd 
to crossing swords with them again at the 
next UK Qualifying Grand Prix. I intend to 
get some practice before then by organising 
impromptu local GP weekend events at \ . 
my club. Be warned. it's addictive. -.;;;: 
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NATIONALS: STANDARD CLASS 

The snifter reports 
TI

E WEATHER at the Standard Class 
ationals (2-1 0 August) was about as 

good as it gets ... if you are J dog! 
The time available for walks, playing with 

children, chasing balls, being patted and 
generally admired was only briefly interrupted 
by flying. 

Bob Bickers, whose whiskers are even more 
impressive than mine, said 'GRID' quite a lot, 
this command is like 'SIT' and it must be 
obeyed. 

On the first day of the comp things got off 
to a bad start on the chances-of-getting-a­
decent-walk-front. Bob said 'SIT', I mean 
'GRID' and all the pilots assembled the big 
white bits I am not vllowed to chew and put 
them on the runway. 

Pete Purely sets LAS-RIV-DEV-WEL-LAS then 
all the pilots SIT on the GRID (you can see 
why I get confused). Every 20 minutes a voice 
booms over the Tvnnoy which disturbs my 
afternoon nilp and the launching is further 
delvyed. 

At 3.30pm they launch and the start line 
opens just after 4.00pm. Within a matter of 
minutes trailers are heading out of the gate to 
collect pilots from fields a modest walkies 
av\'ay. About 10 land at Rivar Hill and Howard 
]ones gets the farthest, although not far 
enough to make it a scoring day, so well done 
Howard but no 'Boneo'. 

The next three days go like this ... rig- water 
-grid - task - rain - tea - smaller task- more 
tea- more rain - even more tea­
rainnnnnnnn -scrub. 

On Wednesday (day 5 but still day 1) things 
improve as a 1 Oam scrub means the whole 
day is available to take man's best friend for a 

With bad weather 
only very briefly 
interrupted by flying 
time, it was a dog's 

life at the Standards, says Ella 

long walk in the drizzle. Drizzle is therefore a 
good thing. 

Thursday (day 6 but still day 1 -do you see 
how it works?). Warm sun on my fur; very 
strange. Stranger still it's taskable. Cricklacle­
Wvntage - Burbage Lasham 187km. I do the 
dutiful dog bit and wait by the finish line. Fat 
lot of good that did as the suppliers of bones 
were both in fields along with many others. 

My patience is eventually rewarded by the 
arrival of Howard, George Metcalfe, John 
Williams and Mark Davis. Mark is fastest but 
collects J small admin penalty so Howard is 
the day vvinner and deserves a 'Boneo'. 

Now this is going to sound like a verse 
but ... The next three days go like this ... rig­
water- grid - task- rain - tea - smaller task­
more teJ- more rain- even more tea­
rainnnnnnnn- scrub. 

So Howard is decl<1red the 2008 Standard 
Class British Champion. Although a it was a 
one-day scoring comp, he won both of the 
flying days and is popular winner. George 
Metcalfe was second and John Williams third. 

Everyone joined Howarcl in thanking the 
Lasham team for a superbly run contest and 
I would like to thank all the pilots and 
crews for being so cJ reless with their ~ 
crisps. 
Ella Draper 

"Bob Bickers, whose whiskers are even more impressive than mine, said 'GRID' quite a lot, this command is like 
'SIT' and it must be obeyed," says S&G :S canine reporter Ella Draper. (www.sandyprints.co.uk) 
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NATIONALS: CLUB CLASS 

A closely-fought contest 
Jane Randle reports 
on a nail-biting finish 
to a four-day low­
scoring compeUtion 

held in indifferent weather 

SUi\JDAY 17 August dawned clea r <1 nd 
bright ,1t Cotswolds GC, and the aircra ft 
were put on the lilullCh grid before 

briefing. A tiny ridge of high pressurE' enabled 
a 1 5km tri angular race to Kineton il nd 
Edgehill . Soa ring onditions were difficult Jt 
Aston Down w ith low cloudba se and strong 
wind blowing the mpetitors away, but to 
the north-east the 37 pilots who started the 
task enjoyed quite strong therrnals. 

Winner of the first dJy, Tim M<1dady 'n, told 
us he had been flying nationals for 31 yea rs 
(28 yeJrs in the same glider thJt, uniquely in 
thi s competition, he'd owned from new) and 
thi s was his fir l clay w in ! 

With il l I that experi ence, Tim pu lled off the 
grid, plann ing to start immediately. He was 
lucky to find lift on a sunny slope near 
Rendcomb and then made best use of the 
good conditions near the turning points: 
3,500fl <1nd 4kt therma ls. Getting ba :k was a 
qu tion of urviva l. Creel ing along the 
Cotswold e. , rpment, his luck ran out in th e 
ril in at Brockworth. Of the others, most had 
ta les of wet, muddy fields ilnd rescues by 
tractor. 

As Day 'I winner, Tim had 308 points and 
with 8 points sepz1r<1ting the first three, there 
was everything to fl y for. Although pilots and 
Director ali ke were prep,lrecl to fl y each day 
the low pressure preva iled, feeding moist air 
up the Severn Estuary. The campers were 
soaked regularl y by heavy showers. The club 
cater ing run by Sa ndy Clarke Zinc! her helpers 
was much apprecia ted. 

Friday brought better air Zind pilots were 
launched on the 251 km race round 
Honeybourne, O ld Radnor and Badmin ton. 
The cl <~y looked good but proved cha ll enging 
with a mixture of very good thermJis, strong 
winds Jnd over deve lopment. 

Lasham's /an MacArthur was the overall winner in a 
closely-fought contest (Aiison Rand/e) 
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Four contest days were achieved in the indifferent wealher at the Club Class Nationals, which meant that 
competitors spent a lot of time doing th1s during the week (Jane Rand/e) 

Ancly Davis (ASW 20) needed 0!1 hi s 
cunning and experience to complete the race 
but he was beaten on hand icap by lan 
MacArthur (LS4). 

lan described the flight as 'fun', surviving at 
Cheltenham with a climb of 5kts to 4,000ft. 
"Then it was my favourite kind of weather ­
reliab le climbs under largely spaced 
indiviclual cells," he sa id. 

From Shobclon, lan and Ancly Davis used 
ridges to get to the turn, but they soa red for 
half ,1n hour on a ridge. Top marks to jon 
Meyer that clay for ridge-ilying irom Shobdon 
to Usk in his Libelle. Once away from there, 
lan took a cloud street, which mJy hJve been 
a convergence, home. 

'I flew my first nationals 
before most of you were born 
and this is my first day win' 

- Tim Macfadyen, after being 
declared Day 1 winner 

Tim ,\1\iJdadyen also completed the race 
and hung on to a slender lead. Of the five 
who got back, young Wi ll Ell is (ASW 15) was 
commendable. Tim Milner (Wolds Club) 
landed at Avening just Skm short of the gm!. 

Sa turday brought a ridge of high pressure 
and drier air. The competi tors raced to 
Edgehil l, Bicester Z!nd Hungerford. Soaring 
condi tions were mixed, either excellent or 
very difficult but 36 pilots comp leted the task. 
james Ewence (Std Cirrus) won with a speed 
ni 99.9kph . 

Tim Madadyen's lead was trimmed to 
26pls despite his achieving a speed of 
97 .2 kph. James said the day was fa irl y 
straightforward and it was good to get home. 

On Sunday, the wet weather clea red for a 
short task. Gusty cond itions and heavy 
showers made soaring diffi cult and Tim 
Macfadyen landed at Cold Aston, 54km 

away. Five pi lots got round the course to 
Charlbury and Honeybourne by climbing in 
cloud. Doug G<:1 rdner was the fifth c1 ncl final 
p ilot t finish, hZ!ving SJP nt two hour · oar ing 
the Cotswold edge near Cheltenham. He 
landed at 18.40 hours, having achieved 
39.5kph. 

E0rl ier, 1,1n MacArthur and Andy D;w is 
were flying together on the 1<1Sl leg. lan 
reca lled : " I h;we never h;Jd such an 
ex hilara ting finish to a fli ght, th e glider felt 
just right, the air fe lt good, Andy D was 
behind and I had J liule inkling in the pit of 
my stomach thZ!L I had won my first comp." 

So there was a nail -biting finish to the Club 
Class Championships. In a low-scor ing 
contest w ith every point closely fought, lan 
MacArthur won comfortably by 67 points 
from Tim Madaclyen. 

lan, a man of few words <Jnd a quiet 
demea nour, was the most cons isten t pil ot ,md 
mZ~de good use of his handicap. Andy Davis 
was third. 

Four coni st clays were ciChieved in very 
ind ifferent wee thcr. Oily Ward, directing his 
first n<1t ionals, chose !Zisks which made be_ t 
use of the meagre soaring opportuniti es. 

lan MacArthur was the overall winner of 
the Roya l Sun All iance Trophy. The Peter 
Ward Memorial Trophy for Lh b .st 
performance hy someone under th e age of 25 
in a con1pelition run by Th e Cotswold C liding 
Club was awarded to Will Ell is. 

Final overall results after four 
contest days: 
I lan MacArthu r from Lasham, LS4 1908pts; 
2 Tim Madadyen from Nympsfielcl ASW 20 
1861 pts; 3 Andy Davis, Nympsfield, ASW 20 
1818pts; 4 Tirn Mi lner, Wolds Club, Std Cirrus 
1790; 5 VVi ll Ellis, Ringrner, ASW 15 1740pts 
~md Peter Ward Cup; 6 jon Meyer, \, . 
Nympsfield, Std Libel! 16. Gpts. ~ 
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Black Mountains Gliding Club 
The Fun and Accessible Site for Winter Flvina ' 

Flying stays good during the Winter at Talgarth. 
Shrug off the Winter blues and join our friendly club for some really 
exhilarating flying ... 

../ Over 1 00 kilometres of local ridges 

../ Superb wave flying with few airspace restrictions 

../ Lo11gest average flight time of any UK gliding club 

../ Groups and individuals welcome 

Please book in advance by calling our office weekday mornings on 
01874 711463 

www.blackmountainsgliding.co.uk 
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Despite dead-looking skies. speeds were 120kph or better on three of the six competition days. Russe/1 Cheetham won Day 5 at 125kph (Ron Smith Photography) 

THERE were two burning questions on E 

the n1inds of the pilots as vvc arrived t.lt ~ 
Biccster for registrotion on the Saturday g, 

afternoon of 1 7 August 2008 (the competi tion ·~ 
being an unconventional Sunday to Bank ~ 
Holiday i\1\onday affair to al low the British 
Team time to hightail it back from the 
Worlds): first; would we get any weather in 
order to hold a decent contest? and second; 
how wou ld the n w Vent us 2 -xaj and JS1 
Revelation f<:tr aga inst the dominance of the 
ASG 29s? 

Things looked hopeful that we would get 
some sort of a task on the Sunday, but after 
thJt the longer term synoptics were decidedly 
pessimistic. Would we repeat the soul 
destroying grid/scrub/grid/scrub cycle I had 
endured the week previousl y Jt LJsham for 
the "one-day" St;lndard Nationals? 

Sunday did provide a sma ll task, and one 
that wJs extremely interesting to fl y. We <:tll 
had to wait some 90 minutes from the 
startline opening to the point we felt enough 
soar<lble air had drifted into the task arei.l to 
make the task feasib le, al l the while 
balancing this agJinst the encroaching 
occluded front thJt we knew would bring an 
early end to the day. 

Whilst most pilots were slowed either by 
weak conditions at the start, or the top cover 
that killed the lift un the final leg, Leigh Wells 

connected 
perfectly with 
the weather to 
win at a speed 
of 120kph and 
a comfortable 

group. We 
cleriggecl just 
in time to 
avoid the 
rain. But, in 
the end, we 

On some days pilots were able to climb significantly 

higher before the race than the maximum start height 

(Ron Smith Photography) 
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Dan Pitman looks at 
how the new Ventus 
2cxaj and the JS1 
Revelation stood up 

to the dominance of ASG 29s 

did get an improving weather situation, and 
the competition organisation at Bicester really 
helped us make the hest of the windows we 
did get. Although we were al l in fields a 
couple of days, the gaps between the cruel 
were big enough that there had alwJys been 
some chance of getting someone round. And 
at times the weather was smoking! 

After a couple of obvious scrub days we 
started to get gaps that were worth briefing, 
gridcling and even flying for. The weJther WJS 
mixed, with small windows of punchy 
thermals interspersed with lowering 
cloudbases, rain or just mid-level thermal 
ki lling spreaclout. 

'With the mixed conditions we 
had, it was clearly differences in 
piloting skill and the calculated 

risks taken that set apart the 
winners' 

This I >ft the tasksetter in a difficult posit ion 
in terms of when and how high to set the 
startline, but despite pleading from some 
competitors (and even attempt-ed bribery from 
one female competitor who will remain 
nameless), Max stuck to his guns, Jnd we 
began our tasks with long airbraking left-hand 
turns clown the 1 ,OOOft or so to the line. 

Despite the mixed bag of weather, eJch 
day the winner showed just whJt the newest 
gl iders arc capable of, turning in speeds of 
120kph or better on three of the six 
competition clays. These are speeds unheard 
of five to 10 )'ears ago and are testament to 
the improving standard of piloting, 
instrumentation and gliders in recent years. 

The weather improved rlay on day unti l, by 
the Scturday, we finally got the " racing" clay 
we wanted. Max bravely s I Jn AAT, and it 
was interesting to test this ormat in the 

conditions for which it was invented. I feel 
task setter5 mainly use the AAT as a cop-out 
to get a competition uay from a showery 
airmass, albei t too often at the expense of a 
fair· and level playing field for the 
competitors. This AAT was well set. The 
forecast WJS for good cond itions across the 
whole of the task area with the good visibi lity 
needed for pilots to plan thei r routes and 
turnpoints without too much randomness 
creeping in. lmport:mtly, an appropriate 
280km minimum distance for our three-hour 
soaring window meant that, al though we had 
flexibility in choosing our turnpoints, we were 
compelled to fl y broadly similar (and 
therefore f<1ir) tasks. 

Although the task area was plagued w ith 
considerably more spre,1dout than forecast, 
Russell Che,tham won th day at J blistering 
1 :!Skph over nearly 400kms. 

Flying an unhancli dpped competition is 
always a litt le dis ·oncerting when you are in 
a lower performan e glider, as the newest 
ships seem to cruise past going both 
considerably faster and also Jppe ring to 
actua ll)' be going up! 

lt takes a larg dose of positive menta l 
attitude to believ that th difference is never 
as great as it looks in a short section of glide 
and you <Jre really on ly giving up about 4 per 
cent over the whole flight. That said, my hat 
goes off to Dave \1\latt (4th overa ll) Jnd Jez 
Hood (6th) tor some storming flights in les 
than perfect gliders for the class. 

And as to which glider is the best? W ith the 
mixed conditions we had during the 
competition, it was clearly differences in 
piloting skill and the calcu lated risks taken 
that set apart the winners. But, whilst I would 
say the jury is still out on the Ventus 2cxaj, 
whJt is clear is that it sets new standards in 
gliding scrabble. With a score of 29 it 
cert,1inly outpJces the immediate competition 
of both the new JS I Revelution (22), the 
ASG 29e (5) and puts pilots of the previously 
popular LS8-18 (2 !) in a truly uncomfortable 
position. If the weather in 2009 proves to be 
as miserable as we had in 2008, this may 
prove the deciding advantage on the 
majority of (non-fl ying) clays. 
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20-METRE CLASS CHAMPS 

Flying in the first 
British competition 
for a new class was 
an interesting 

experience for Brian Birlison 

IT IS NOT very often in the gliding world 
that you have the opportun ity to fl y in the 
first British competition for a new class, 

and in July w very nearl y didn't! Bob 
Bickers, with the support of the ever­
insightfu l Hugh Brookes and the Lasham 
te<Jm, did his utmost to get us airborne but 
the British weather proved cha llenging. 

Although the offic ial scores recognise one 
competition day, we did do a little more 
flying, we were launcJ1ed late in the first 
5dturrlay. The 153km task initially promised 
to be a good rac ·, but as the conditions 
deteriorated , s we launched and the sun 
sa nk towards the horizon, it was plain that 
returning to Lasham having flown the task 
would require a large amount of luck or a 
turbo. 

As 802 has no turbo and luck was in short 
supply, I got to enjoy the sights and sounds 
of Rivar Hill with several others unable to 
make it back. As the hours passed waiting 
for crew to arrive, the skies were alive with 
the sounds of turbos and speculation started 
,,s to whether anyone had made it past Y. 

That first day proved to bt' the. only flying 
we did for a while, the weather only 
allowing a possibl ~ wi ndow to complete a 
task on the Thursday. The clay began very 
positively with some good climbs on the first 
I >g. The second leg w<Js even better, 
promising an earl y return and a hot meal 
but as the mile passed, into the third leg, 
the fields below beg, n to show the results of 
the p<Jtchy hard lim with the o -c, sional 
st<:llldard c lass glider having landed out. 

Survivors of the classes headed towards 
the lone ·lou I, the thermal becoming as 
imaginary as that hot meal. We were back in 
familiar territory with Rivar Hill absorbing as 
many passing gliders as it ould. lt was \.. . 
only short time before we succumbed. ~ 
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JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Making the most 
of opportunities 
T

HE AWFUL 2008 weather dominated 
the competition . Every day had south­
westerly w inds and rain - it was just the 

quantity of w ind and rilin that vMied. 
Day 1, Saturday 2 August: Tewkesbury, 

Chipping Cc1mpden 114km 6 , eight people 
got round. Luke Dale won at a handicapped 
93kph in his uncle's ASW 24 with Philipp 
Sch<1rte1u second in a Kestrel and Ancly May 
thi rd. Getting away from Nympsfield required 
a small leap of faith to the first decent clouds 
over Stroucl. 

Many competitors did not go ,1nd then 
w ished they had as it was not that far. 
Conditions on task were quite good (for 
2008) but c<Jre was needed to climb high at 
Cheltenham to get back. 

Tuesday - very wet and miserable, we 
"scrubbed" the day. Thursday, a large shower 
made the are<1 within ·1 Okm of Nympsfield 
un-soarable after half the grid had been 
l<1unched so we abandoned the clay, whid1 
never became soarable Jg<J in. 

Day 2, Friday 8 August: Moreton in 
Marsh, Chipping Norton 12·1 km /:C, . Luke 
won with ·1 04km, second was Mike Col lett 
,1 nd third M att Davi s (son of Ancly) a few days 
before his 18th bi rthday. o one got around 

There were just two 
flying days (but a lot 
more party days) for 
the 2008 Juniors, 

reports Tim Macfadyen 

Js reasonable conditions deterior<Jtecl to un­
soarable 8/B grot on th last leg. 

Met was provided by Sid Smith. He 
described the awful wea ther very ac ·urJ tely 
and we did not miss any opportuniti · Lo fly. 
The final weekend dJys were impossible for 
flying so Saturday's party maintained all 
juni rs traditions. The club bar took £6,000 
during the week, it would hav been cheaper 
for most competitors to fly. 

Competitors Jnd crews generally behaved 
very well considering the awful weather and 
are to be congratulated on thei r patience <Jnd 
remarkable good humour. 

Luke Dale conclusively won, having won 
both clays, with jamie Denton second and 
Andy May third. The ASW 24 is not known 
for climbing well in weJk conditions but 
Luke clearly did not" let t·his worry him 
and how · gre<J t future promise. 

Personal highlights of Luke Dale, 2008 Juniors champion 

Day 1 : I was on glide for turnpoint 
2. As I wandered into the turn I 
could see that the difference in 
bearing and track were indicating a 

strong southerly. I knew the way to do a 
quick final glide would be to get on glide 
early. An easy run turned into a marathon 
final glide without turning for 40km. 

Day 2; Conditions had worsened, gliders 
were in fields. The game had changed from 
a fast speed to just getting round. Out came 
the Redbull "it gives you wings" 
determination_ This got me to an indicated 
900ft under glide where my luck finally ran 
out Two days 558 points - let's hope for 
better weather for next year. 
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THE RACING YEAR: COMPETITION RESULTS 

Overseas Championships 
Ocana, 26 May - 6 June 

Pilot Glider Points 
1 Mike Young ASG 29 561 1 
2 Gary Stingemore ASG 29e 4822 
3 Paul Crabb Ventus 2ax 4800 

Andy Hall LS 6 4 788 
5 Richard Browne ASG 29e 4749 
6 Chris Cobham ASG 29e 4706 
7 Russetl Chee1ham ASG 29e 4668 
8 Frank Davies LS 6c 4622 
9 Stephen Ell ASG 29e 4553 
10 Dane Dickinson LS 8 4476 
11 Gill Spreckley LS 1 F 4389 
12 Bill tnghs Ventus 2ct 4378 
13 John Roberls LS 4a 4360 
14 lain Evans LS 4 4150 
15 Fran Aitken Discus CS 4125 
16 Phi! Jellery Ventus 2cxt 4102 
17 Kevin Houlihan DG 808c 3940 
18 Richard Johnson ASW 27 3925 
19 John Gorringe ASG 29e 3836 
20 Jorge Madrigal ASW 28 3689 
21 Miguel Monedero ASW 20c 3685 
22 lnaki Ulibarri Duo Discus T 3496 
23 Kieran Commins ASW 20 34 13 
24 Shaun Lapworth Discus 2T 3147 
25 Joaquin Bejar Duo Discus 3093 
26 Daire McMahon Discus B 3012 
27 Chris Luton ASW 27 2813 
28 Philip Sturtey ASH 26e 2720 
29 Bruno Ramseyer Duo Discus T 2643 
30 Rose/Brian Duo Duo D1scus 1 630 
31 Jose-Antonio BtancoPegase 1265 
32 Sieve Olender Venlus 2cT 827 

Day 1 
11405 
4/342 
71315 
3/348 
41342 
101300 
21395 
27/181 
8/313 
11/299 
19/246 
91302 
18/257 
24/202 
20/237 
21/232 
16/266 
14/280 
12/295 
13/287 
3 1/143 
6/339 
25/193 
17/265 
29/162 
221226 
28/172 
32/138 
29/162 
23/222 
26/187 
15/278 

Day 2 
4/711 
17/567 
31716 
7/698 
16/579 
6/699 
1/800 
13/627 
21799 
12/634 
9/661 
5/700 
10/653 
8/679 
18/563 
25/479 
23/526 
27/405 
20/544 
221528 
15/582 
14/589 
21/535 
11/647 
30/4 
29/98 
19/562 
281335 
24/510 
3210 
31 /3 
26/425 

Club Class Nationals 
Aston Down, 16-24 August 

1 
2 
3 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

46 

Pilot 
lan MacArthur 
nm MacFadyen 
Andy Davis 
nm Milner 
Will Ellis 
Jon Meyer 
Ken Barker 
James Ewence 
John Wittiams 
Mark Holden 
Doug Gardner 
Liz Sparrow 
Simon Barker 
Kay Draper 
Hannah Hay 
Michaet Tom/inson 
Mike Collet! 
Andrew Cockerel! 
Mark Dickson 
Rob Jarvis 
Ayata Liran 
Jack Stephen 
Shaun Lapworth 
Michaet Schtotter 
Jerry Pack 
Ray Payne 
Sieve Wootcock 
Sarah Plait 
Derek Smith 
Nick Watt 
MikeWitton 
KimTippte 
Michaet Vickery 
Rob Andrewar1ha 
Pete Desmond 
Chris Lawrence 
Leigh Hood 
Melissa Jenkins 
Alastair Harrison 
Atison Booker 
Stephen Archer-Jones 
Laurie Gregoire 
Paul Genii/ 
Gavin Wrigley 
Michael Truelove 
Martin White 
Oaren Kershaw 
Rachet Hine 
Dave Draper 

Glider Points 
LS 4 1908 
ASW 20 1861 
ASW 20 1818 
Std. Cirrus 1790 
ASW15 1740 
Std. Libelle 1656 
Sld. Cirrus wl 1644 
Sld. Cirrus 1590 
Std. Libette 1564 
Sld. Cirrus 1479 
LS 3 1469 
Std. Cirrus 1452 
Std. Cirrus 1451 
Std. Cirrus 1411 
LS 4 1390 
LS 4 1353 
Std. Libelle 1335 
LS4 1317 
Vega 1300 
ASW 20 1242 
Std. Libelle 1198 
DG-400 (15m) 1182 
Std. Cirrus wl 1165 
Std. Libelle wl 11 63 
Std. C1rrus 1124 
ASW 20 1110 
LS 7 wl 1100 
LS 4 1077 
LS 7 1056 
LS 4 987 
Std. Libelle 881 
ASW 20 849 
Mosquito 845 
Std. Cirrus 812 
DG 200 797 
ASW 19 778 
Sld. Cirrus wl 687 
LS 4 679 
Std. Cirrus 645 
Std. Cirrus 640 
ASW 20 624 
Astir CS 77 wl 623 
SHK 6 11 
Std. Cirrus 589 
Std. Cirrus 462 
LS 7 373 
ASW 20 307 
LS 4 263 
Sld. Cirrus 0 

Day 1 
12/263 
11308 
27/186 
5/283 
21 /222 
2/303 
33/79 
191241 
8/277 
5/283 
15/251 
26/187 
3/300 
17/248 
22/219 
8/277 
31 /108 
28/174 
20/240 
31/108 
37/28 
38/27 
131262 
18/247 
10/276 
11/274 
14/252 
4413 
40/17 
7/278 
29/157 
15/251 
30/140 
4413 
4215 
35176 
41/9 
47/1 
47/1 
34/78 
23/216 
4/284 
24/205 
36/73 
43/4 
44/3 
38/27 
25/195 
49/0 

Day 3 
1/245 
191176 
251150 
5/221 
181179 
21 /162 
2/238 
15/187 
201168 
23/160 
3/237 
131194 
15/ 187 
7/2 17 
17/182 
6/219 
4/225 
14/189 
31144 
10/202 
8/208 
11/201 
301108 
26/148 
23/160 
27/134 
9/205 
12/195 
29/122 
32/0 
22/161 
28/124 

Day 2 
1/842 
4/817 
2/839 
7/694 
6/802 
8/621 
5/813 
15/511 
11/583 
221460 
28/414 
13/554 
20/465 
23/446 
12/560 
29/411 
14/529 
18/470 
27/420 
24/445 
19/467 
10/589 
25/436 
35/291 
17/474 
37/251 
341312 
31/405 
26/431 
44/70 
40/180 
91598 
39/229 
21/461 
16/489 
3i822 
43/76 
301406 
48/20 
38/243 
46/56 
331339 
47/32 
32/352 
41/170 
42/89 
36/280 
45/68 
49/0 

Day 4 
4/570 
3/571 
181371 
6/542 
1/600 
51555 
21585 
14/44 1 
81497 
121458 
17/376 
8/497 
15/427 
11/467 
16/407 
7/501 
211353 
13/451 
10/480 
19/362 
27/241 
20/356 
22/351 
29/ 162 
24/310 
25/308 
26/278 
30/0 
231317 
30/0 
27124 1 
30/0 

Day 3 
6/702 
5/708 
8/693 
3/7 14 
14/666 
7/694 
10/687 
1/740 
18/654 
21736 
4/710 
91690 
11/686 
12/674 
27/579 
19/646 
16/658 
131672 
23/605 
16/658 
15/664 
25/587 
33/419 
28/578 
351347 
26/585 
3 11509 
20/640 
29/562 
22/611 
30/544 
44/0 
32/475 
38131 1 
39/283 
49/-120 
24/601 
42/259 
21 /622 
37/319 
341369 
44/0 
351347 
43/164 
39/283 
4] /281 
44/0 
4410 
44/0 

Day 5 
21924 
10/704 
4/800 
13/642 
9/735 
3/862 
1/987 
7/753 
6/759 
8/736 
5/761 
16/613 
19/574 
14/632 
15/624 
12/653 
24/483 
11 /697 
29/314 
23/538 
21 /552 
17/586 
25/480 
26/469 
27/458 
18/585 
22/546 
30/225 
28/414 
20/563 
31 /209 
32/0 

Day 4 
1/101 
21/28 
2/100 
3/99 
7150 
15/38 
6165 
4/98 
7150 
35/0 
5194 
26121 
35/0 
12/43 
18/32 
28/19 
13/40 
3211 
17135 
19/31 
14139 
49/-21 
9/48 
10/47 
23/27 
35/0 
23/27 
20/29 
11 /46 
21/28 
35/0 
35/0 
32/1 
16/37 
27/20 
3510 
32/1 
29/13 
31 /2 
35/0 
48/-17 
35/0 
23/27 
35/0 
30/5 
35/0 
3510 
35/0 
3510 

Day 6 
21968 
4/912 
9/870 
8/891 
4/912 
3/926 
1/974 
10/839 
6/903 
71900 
11/815 
13/808 
16/768 
20/706 
22/672 
15/788 
23/652 
12/814 
17/751 
27/511 
19/735 
14/793 
26/532 
3010 
25/578 
241629 
18/746 
21/692 
28/302 
30/0 
29/84 
3010 

Day 7 
3/988 
21998 
8/904 
15/699 
111000 
12/776 
16/689 
7/910 
20/606 
21 /602 
18/639 
5/920 
4/928 
22/600 
6/9 11 
19/618 
11 /820 
25/551 
9/877 
26/546 
23/572 
27/473 
17/668 
14/762 
13/765 
29/409 
301304 
24/552 
28/449 
10/845 
31 /40 
3210 

Day 8 
1/800 
17/552 
7/674 
2/747 
24/402 
23/42~ 
29/0 
6/684 
22/508 
5/687 
9/654 
26/344 
161566 
11/647 
21 /529 
14/612 
13/615 
19/538 
20/531 
3/715 
10/652 
28/159 
18/546 
4/694 
8/656 
12/623 
29/0 
15/583 
25/367 
29/0 
27/340 
29/0 

Four pages of BGA-rated 
UK competition results 
start here - turn to pages 
50 and 51 for the 
remainder, including the 
UK Grand Prix. 

For the provisional 2008 
Ratings List, see page 49 

The Competitions Calendar 
for 2008 is on page 4 
- updates will be at 
www.gliding.co.ukl 
bgainfolcompetitionsl 
news.htm 

For Competition Enterprise 
see www.comp­
enterprise.co.uk 

For the non-BGA rated 
Glider Aerobatic Nationals 
see www.aerobatics.org.uk 

For the Two-Seater Comp 
see www.wolds-gliding.org 

Standard Class Nationals 
Lasham, 2-10 August 

Pilot 
1 Howard Jones 
2 George Metcatfe 
3 John Wittiams 
4 Graham Drury 
5 Paul Frilche 
5 Wayne Aspland 
7 Russ Francis 
8 Kay Draper 
9 Alan Eckton 
10 Peter Baker 
1 1 Michael Jefferyes 
12 Andy Holmes 
13 Daniel Pitman 
14 Owain Waiters 
15 Mall Cook 
16 David Draper 
17 Phi! Jeilery 
18 David Booth 
19 Gavin Goudie 
20 Jon Arnold 
21 Oliver Ward 
22 Jerry Langrick 
23 Jan McCoshim 
24 Shaun Lapworth 
25 Mark Davis 

Gttder 
Discus 2 
ASW28 
LS8 
LS8 
LS8 
LS8 
LS8 
LS8 
ASW28 (T) 
LS8 
LS8b 
LS8 
LS8 
Discus 2 
Discus 2 
LS8 
LS8 
LS8 
LS8 
Discus 2c 
Discus 2 
LS8 
LS8 
Discus 2(T) 
LS8 

Points 
570 
564 
563 
469 
451 
451 
449 
448 
447 
440 
436 
407 
329 
326 
324 
309 
291 
267 
261 
216 
210 
127 
90 
72 
-1 27 

20m Two Seater Championships 
Lasham, 2·10 August 

Pilot Gilder 
1 Rod Walker Duo Discus (Turbo) 
2 Brian Birhson Duo Discus 
3 Peter Hurd Duo Discus (Turbo) 
4 Mike Jordy Duo Discus 
5 Richard Large DG 1000 (Turbo) 
6 Gordon MacDonald DG 1000 (Turbo) 
7 Ralph Jones Duo-Discus 
8 Julian Hitch cock DG 1000 (Turbo) 

Hugh Kindett Duo Discus (Turbo) 
10 David McCarthy Duo Discus (Turbo) 
11 Rod Wilier Duo Discus (Turbo) 
1 2 Zen on Marczynski DG 1 000 
13 Michael Pope Duo Discus (Turbo) 
14 Eric Smith Duo Discus X (Turbo) 
15 Tony Moulang Duo Discus (Turbo) 
16 Paul Rice Duo Discus (Turbo) 
17 AI Eddie Duo Discus 
18 Tony Challoner DG500 

Points 
572 
563 
562 
561 
556 
548 
541 
529 
489 
472 
470 
467 
452 
441 
138 
84 
55 
0 

Day 1 
1/570 
2/564 
3/563 
4/469 
5/451 
5/451 
7/449 
8/448 
9/447 
101440 
111436 
121407 
13/329 
14/326 
15/324 
16/309 
17/291 
18/267 
19/261 
20/216 
21 /210 
22/127 
23/90 
24/72 
25/-1 27 

Day 1 
1/572 
2/563 
3/562 
4/561 
51556 
6/548 
7/541 
81529 
9/489 
10/472 
111470 
121467 
13/452 
14/441 
15/138 
16/84 
17/55 
18/0 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.wolds-gliding.org
www.aerobatics.org.uk
www.comp
www.gliding.co.ukl


Pilot Glider 
l Lours Bouderlique Ventus 2 
2 Andy Davis Discus 2 
3 Chrislophe Ruch Ventus 2 
4 Tim Scoll ASW 27 
5 Paul Crabb Ventus 2 
6 Chris Starkey ASW 27 
7 Gary Stingemore ASG 29 
S Dave Wall Ventus 2 
9 Andy May ASW 27 
I 0 Mall Cook Vent us 2 
11 Paul Fritche LS s 
12 Howard Jones Discus 2 
13 Jim While ASW 27 
14 Bill lnglis Ventus 2 
15 Dave Draper LS S 
16 John Willon ASW 20 
17 Chris Alldis LS S 
IS Nick Tlllell ASW 27 
I 9 Tom Smith LS 8 
20 Ed Johnston ASG 29 
21 Russell Cheetham ASG 29 
22 Bob Thirkell ASG 29 
23 Richard Johnson ASW 27 
24 Chris Curtis ASW 27 
25 Brian Birlison Ventus 2 
26 Sieve Ell ASG 29 
27 Chris Cobham ASG 29 
28 Ray Pentecost ASG 29 
29 Frank Davies LS 6 
30 Kay Draper LS 8 
31 Guy Corbell LAK 17/15m 
32 Pete Hurd ASW 27 
33 Gav Goudie LS S 
34 John Spencer ASG 29 
35 Andrew Cockerel! LS 4 
36 Jerry Langrick LS s 
37 Pele Coward ASW 2S 
3S Peter Healy ASW 27 
39 Robbo Roberls ASW 20 
40 Shaun Mclaughlin LAK I 9115m 
41 Eric Heinonen ASG 29 
42 Bruce Cooper ASW 27 
43 Tochi Marwaha LS 8 
44 Chris Luton ASW 27 
45 Andrew Hall LS 6 
46 DJ Graham ASW 20 
47 Mark Holden ASW 27 

Pilot 
1 Stephen Jones 
2 tan Ashdown 
3 Peter Harvey 
4 Ahstair Nunn 
5 David Findon 
6 Angus Watson 
7 Richard Smith 
8 Ralph Jones 
9 David Byass 
I 0 Kim Ttpple 
11 Colin Smtlhers 
12 John Tanner 
13 John Williams 
14 Richard Kailin 
15 Mike Foreman 
16 Terry Mitchell 

Glider 
Nimbus4M 
Nimbus 3 
Numbus 4T 
Nimbus 3 
Nimbus 4DT 
ASH25 
Nimbus3DT 
Nimbus 4T 
ASW22B 
Nimbus 4T 
ASH25E 
ASH 25 
Antares 20E 
Numbus 4T 
Numbus3DT 
ASH 25 

Points 
2505 
2300 
2294 
2275 
2207 
2173 
2091 
2033 
19S6 
1917 
1S50 
IS2S 
1810 
1801 
1794 
1715 
1674 
1670 
1651 
1635 
1631 
1571 
1548 
1547 
1494 
1402 
1196 
1189 
1144 
1135 
1087 
1053 
990 
975 
955 
912 
8SO 
780 
752 
710 
622 
554 
46S 
364 
241 
167 
99 

Points 
2927 
2696 
2622 
2397 
2267 
21S1 
2059 
IS3S 
1S16 
1763 
1741 
1555 
1473 
1433 
1414 
929 

15m Class Nationals 
Husbands Bosworth , 5-13 July 

Day 1 
61369 
7136S 
I/3S5 
41376 
2212SS 
IS/32S 
3S/223 
S/364 
11i35S 
51372 
101360 
2137S 
191321 
171334 
161350 
401208 
241248 
21/299 
131353 
121355 
31 /232 
91362 
32/231 
131353 
131353 
42/193 
23/276 
31377 
201309 
251246 
41i200 
271243 
351227 
4610 
341229 
37/224 
30/240 
3S/223 
361225 
321231 
2Si242 
44135 
46/0 
25/246 
29/241 
431S7 
44135 

Day 2 
3/521 
1/550 
13/377 
6/439 
21542 
8Si79 
1113SI 
29/156 
201334 
S/407 
91406 
7/40S 
211304 
191340 
10/404 
4/519 
141372 
28/166 
171359 
121379 
25/191 
26/177 
23/251 
36/S7 
1SI345 
42155 
351SS 
15/365 
45/43 
221274 
33/96 
32199 
30/105 
231251 
27/176 
46142 
42155 
39/73 
40/66 
4415 1 
16/362 
4/519 
34/91 
30/105 
4710 
37/SO 
41163 

Day 3 
6i340 
41345 
6/3~0 

11403 
S/33S 
21395 
9133 1 
31370 
51341 
15/198 
IS/194 
20/169 
13/259 
111312 
191190 
271103 
15/19S 
121261 
30133 
241110 
21115 1 
15/198 
34/15 
141236 
39/0 
221145 
25/ 105 
101317 
31 /27 
32126 
23/ 133 
39/0 
36/3 
28194 
39/0 
39/0 
29/40 
3910 
3613 
261104 
3311S 
39/0 
3910 
35113 
39/0 
39/0 
3811 

Open Class Nationals 
Tlbenham, 5-13 July 

Day 1 
215S9 
S/4S3 
4155 1 
SI4S3 
61517 
71503 
3/552 
10143S 
141335 
11600 
1213SS 
5154S 
151306 
131370 
11 1401 
16/292 

Day 2 
3/ 165 
21263 
16/0 
1/2S1 
S/S1 
10142 
5/142 
11 /9 
14/ 1 
1411 
4115S 
9177 
61129 
7184 
1215 
1313 

Day 3 
2193S 
3/S73 
111000 
7/704 
4/S40 
101625 
6/773 
51811 
7/704 
1114SO 
91682 
121429 
14i242 
1313SO 
15/1S7 
161131 

Day 4 
21295 
271114 
141212 
201200 
91233 
11371 
141212 
11/230 
201200 
91233 
1S/205 
7/240 
81237 
23/ISO 
16/211 
3/249 
261119 
131213 
121214 
8/243 
4/246 
5/245 
25/122 
17f2 10 
34/10 
221197 
191202 
30/53 
34110 
2S/71 
24/13S 
3710 
32113 
37/0 
33/tl 
29/56 
37/0 
37/0 
3612 
31126 
3710 
3710 
3710 
3710 
3710 
3710 
3710 

Day 4 
21235 
11237 
9172 
4187 
11/6S 
3/219 
6179 
13/55 
15/54 
16/-250 
12166 
13/55 
6/79 
S/76 
5/S5 
10/71 

Blue 

Lasham Regionals, Lasham, 16-24 August 

Red 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
s 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

Pilot 
Paul Kite 
Hugh Kindell 
John Galloway 
John Simmonds 
Mike Clarke 
Mike Bird 
Brian Scougall 
Mike Brooks 
Derek Piggoll 
Alan Baker 
Aobert Dall 
Jell Warren 
Chris Lewis 
Mike Thick 
Peter Kynsey 
Pete Hambhn 
John White 

Glider 
Nimbus 3 
Duo Discus (-I) 
Discus 2CI (1Sm) 
LSS (ISm) 
Nimbus 41 
ASH25 (25.4m) 
Discus 2CI (18m) 
LS6C (ISm) 
Duo Discus (-I) 
Ventus 2CI (18m) 
Ventus c (17.6m) 
ASW2S (ISm -t) 
Ventus 2 (18m) 
ASH25 
DG 1 0001 (20m) 
Ventus2Ct (ISm) 
Ventus (15m -wl) 

December 2008 - January 2009 

Points 
34S4 
3454 
326S 
3207 
299S 
29S3 
2S56 
254S 
2100 
2009 
1908 
1S83 
1S82 
1452 
1338 
1020 
806 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

Pilot Glider 
Glyn Bradney LS4 
Gerald Bass Pegasus 
Sieve I Jane Nash Mosquito B(-w) 
Sieve Jobar Discus b 
Tom Newham 
David Williams 
Carol Mashall 
Pete Webber 
Matt Plumridge 
Mike Small 
Alan Boyle 
Graham Bell 
John Baxter 
Mark Adams 

Pegasus 
Std Libelle 
ASWI9 (club) 
PW5 
Discus Cs 
DG101 
Discus 
Discus(-w-t) 
ASW19b (w) 
DG101club 

Day 5 
21980 
61923 
21980 
SIS57 
11/S06 
111000 
41944 
71913 
14/753 
1S/707 
21 /685 
271633 
201689 
261635 
241639 
251636 
15/737 
161731 
191692 
31/548 
101811 
301589 
51929 
221661 
121786 
9/812 
34/525 
41/77 
131755 
361518 
351520 
17/711 
231642 
281630 
331539 
291590 
321545 
371484 
3SI456 
401298 
~210 

4210 
391377 
4210 
4210 
4210 
4210 

DayS 
1/1000 
5/840 
21999 
4/842 
7/761 
6/792 
13/513 
11 /525 
9/722 
3/932 
14/447 
15/446 
10/71 7 
121523 
8/736 
161432 

Points 
2076 
2008 
1974 
1S53 
1S2S 
1802 
1303 
1134 
1105 
1020 
8 18 
786 
507 
141 

4 
5 
6 
7 
s 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
2 1 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
3S 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

Midland Reglonals 
Husbands Bosworth, 16-24 August 

Pilot 
Mark Parker 
Peter Baker 
Pete Thelwall 
John Whiting 
Derrick Roddie 
Chris Alldis 
Andy Holmes 
Mike Costin 
Derek Westwood 
Paul Armstrong 
John Willon 
Peter Coward 
Anna Wells 
Jerry Langrick 
Colin Davey 
Alan Kangurs 
Richard Large 
Jon Baldock 
Mark Hawkins 
RolfTietema 
Hywel Moss 
Jim Wilson 
Peter Buchlovsky 
Graham Hibberd 
Paul Shelton 
Frank Roles 
Ed Wright 
Simon Waterfall 
Phillip Sturley 
Steven Pozerskis 
Brian McDonnell 
David Booth 
David Sandells 
Mark Thompson 
Malcolm Allan 
Basil Fairston 
Paul Johnson 
David Shearer 
Sieve Riddington 
Bruno Ramseyer 
Louise Walker 
Sarah Aldridge 
John Bugbee 
Chas Cowley 

Glider 
LSS (15m) 
LSS (15m) 
Std. Cirrus 
Discus (w) 
ASW2~ 

LSB (ISm) 
LS8 (15m) 
ASH25 
LSS (15m) 
Duo Discus 
ASW20c 
ASW28 
LSS (15m) 
LSS (15m) 
ASW20 
ASH25 
DG1000 (20m) 
ASW20 
ASW20bl ,cl 
ASW20b,c 
LS6 (15m) 
ASW20 
Pegasus 
LS7 
LS8 (15m) 
LS3 (17m) 
LS4 
LSS-18 (18m) 
ASH26 
Std. Cirrus 
Discus 
LSB (15m) 
Discus 
ASWI9a.b 
LSB (15m) 
LS6 (15m) 
Std. Cirrus 
LSS (15m) 
ASW27b 
Duo Discus (w) 
DG100/101 
Mini Nimbus 
ASW20 
DG400 (17m) 

Northern Regionals 
Sullen Bank, 19-27 July 

Pilot Glider 
Mike Armstrong Ventus 2ct 
Graham Morris ASW 27b 
Jack Stephen DG400 
Mike Pope Ventus 2ct 
Geofl Beardsley Duo Discus 
Richard Cote Ventus 2ct 
Oavid Lalimer Discus \'1 

Richard Brisbourne Kestrel 
Pete Thelwall DG 1000 
Sieve Wilklnson Pik 20D 
Robin Parker Llbelle 201b 
Chris Cote Pegasus 10 I A 
David Bradley LSS-18 
Peter Ryland DG400 
Bob Bromwich DG500m 
Brian Stall LS4a 
Simon Aamsey Discus 
John Marsh Discus 
Kelly Teagle ASW 19b 
Barry Pridgeon ASW 15b 
Michael Fairman ASW 19b 
Reg Watson DG303 
Sam StPierre DG200 

Points 
3562 
3533 
3293 
3151 
2923 
2904 
286 1 
2790 
2763 
2751 
2707 
2659 
2597 
2563 
2561 
2494 
2491 
2449 
2431 
2417 
2267 
2240 
2151 
2134 
2 132 
2100 
1962 
1951 
1948 
1940 
1879 
1799 
1 7~1 

1740 
1633 
1595 
1546 
1294 
1101 
974 
885 
767 
2SI 
259 

Points 
3104 
2861 
2724 
2567 
2396 
236S 
2199 
20S6 
2072 
2059 
2043 
1934 
1877 
1672 
1518 
1509 
1250 
1059 
906 
836 
675 
396 
252 

UK Mountain Soaring Compellllon 
A boy ne, 30 Augu•t - 6 September 

Pilot 
Ray Wilson 
Phll King 
John Ellis 
Charlie Jordan 
John Williams 
Pete Gray 
Stuart Naytor 
Mark Jerman 
Steve Thompson 
Dave l ahmer 
Aoy & Lyn FD 
PeteRyland 
Robert Tail 
Scoll Napier 
JamesAddison 

Glider 
Ventus 2cxTI 1 Sm 
LS 811Sm 
Nimbus 3Ti25.5m 
Std. Cirrus 
Antares 20m 
DG 600/18m 
Duo Discus 
ASW28118m 
DG 200117 
Discus 
Duo Discus 
DG 400117 
Twin 11 
Discus 
Discus 

Points 
1852 
1746 
1680 
1624 
1457 
1415 
1388 
1264 
1183 
1076 
1058 
1027 
931 
587 
580 
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Magnificent Scenery and Unique Wildlife 

No jetlag- Same lime Zone 
as Central Europe 

Convenient overnight flights 
to Cape Town & Johannesburg 

Friendly Club Atmosphere 
Good ilirfield facilities 

World Class Guest Houses 
within 4km's of the airfield 

Ideal cross country environment 
Strong thermals, high cloud bases 

and safe outlanding conditions 

Excellent fleet of well equipped gliders 

Daily Met Briefings 
Task Planning and Guidance 

New for 200819 Season Advanced Cross 
Country Training 

Comprehensive post flight analysis 

· •;ua~,.. n 11 A. 011'1'1A&M"W 

Soaring Safaris 

~- -www.soaring-safaris.com 
info@soaring-safaris.com 

Dick Bradley : +27 83 280 1028 
lain Baker +44777 613 4999 

NORTH YORKSHIRE SAILPLANES , I n11S 
email: dereknysailplanes@surlree.co.uk ~!::I' 

FULL REPAIR SERVICES FOR COMPOSITE AIRCRAFT. 

NEW EASA CofA and AIRWORTHINESS RF.VIEW CERTIFICATES, 
COMPLETE INSTRUMENT PANEL FIITING SERVICE, 
DETAILED WEIGHINGS, WINGLETS, REFINISHING, 

ETC., ETC. 

TEL: 01845 577341 MOBILE: 07711 889 245 FAX: 01845 577646 
Unit M , Alanbrooke Industrial Park, Topcliffe, Thirsk, North Yorkshire Y07 3SE 

Please drop into Hangar 3 for a chat about 
your requirements or conwct 

Richard Kilham, 
East of England Sailplanes, 

Husbands Bosworth Airfield, 
Lutterworth, 

Leicestershire, LE 17 6JJ 
Te l: 01858 880807107729 322804 

email: 
richardkilham@ hotmail.co.uk 

EAST OF ENGLAND 
SAILPLANES 

Is pleased to annollnce that it is now Part M subpart F 
approved for all EASA maintenance work on powered 

aircraft in addition to glider: 

• C of A transitions • Annual inspections 
• Repair & insurance work • Composite & glassfibre 
e Wood & fabric recovering • Paintwork a special ity 

• Spares & service 
• Gliders, Motor gliders, Ultra lights, Group A 

Crystal clear ..... 
n,;, beautiful tapered rornn "'}"tal block mea>ures 80 x SO x '>Omru 
;md enclo'<·> '' full JD image of one of tile m SI beautiful sailplanL~ 
t'\tr de~i~Jncd. 

1\ perfect replica. whrthc·r viewed fron1 ~1bovc, bt.•low o r behind. 
it'~ a mini <.~ t ure to trQ<J'IIlrl'. 

The block is nwde from K9 optical \.cad CI)'Stal. and is specilie"lly 
dl'Signc(l lO ren et ttw minute_ dCttJil offered by modern laser 
engraving tl'l'hnology. 

An ideal gift for Cllm.tmas. to rnark a speci<ll occa~ion or just to buy 
- li>r your own enjoyment, it is available a i\SVV2B (as 1llU>tratcdl. 

1~===:;-.;·· Vcnllls 2 CX. Discus CS. Discus 2. CT. N imbu~ or Pega · . 
Supplil·d in <1 silk lined pr ntation box. this 
unu ·ual prcrbion made blod rJn be U).Cd n~ 
a ,;mple paper.veight or" deli~Jhtful display piece. 

Price includes PnP [2g. ,o IJ<-c SftG 

This superb gift t an b~ found in the BGA onlint· shop at 
\-\'ww.g liding.co.uk/shop 

They mclude • Reno Tohoe A1rport Pick.lJr. ond Drop Off • Hotel • Transport 1 and 
from mot I • A l o 11our S1te & A1rcraft Check • Unl1m1IOd Flying Each Doy • 

Daily 3 000 OFE Tow • Oxygen • Porochut • Barograph • BoClg Proces 1n 

5 Day Pac age$ r 249. 7 Days $1.690 10 Do :s 2 499 

Your cho1ce of aJrcra -G 03 s, 102 s LS3A or DISCUS B, MINI NIMBUS B l.S4 
E·mail: oarminden@po ernet.net. Web: http//www.soarminden.com 

Tel: 77 782 7627. Fax: 775 782 6505 

Sailplane & Gliding 

http:www.soarminden.com
mailto:oarminden@powernet.net
www.glid
mailto:richardkilham@notmail.co.uk
mailto:dereknysailplanes@surlree.co.uk
mailto:info@8oaring-safaris.com
http:www.soaring-safaris.com


BGA PROVISIONAL RATINGS LIST 

SteveJones 

LMWells 
2 PJ Harvey 

3 SG Jones 

4 GG Dale 

5" AS Hood 
6 RA Cheetham 

7 T J Scott 
8 JN Rebbeck 

9 PJ Masson 

10 PR Jones 
11 MJ Young 

12 AJ Davis 

13 P Crabb 
14 I MacArthur 

15 H Jones 

16 TE Macfadyen 
17 GC Metcalfe 

18 CG Starkey 
19 os Watt 

20 J Williams 

21 SA Ell 

22 TJ Milner 
23 GP Stingemore 

24 JM Hood 

25 I Ashdown 
26 RA Browne 

27 w Ellis 

28 EW Johnston 
29 AD May 

30 AV Nunn 

31 JC Meyer 
32 D Draper 

33 RAWalker 

34 KO Barker 
35 MJ Cook 

36 DP Francis 

37 BA Birlison 

38 JD Ewence 
39 JE Roberts 

40 DE Findon 
41 AA Darlington 

42 GM Spreckley 

43 AG Hall 
44 GK Drury 

45 PC Fritche 

46 l Dale 
47 PR Pentecost 

48 MJ Webb 
49 Pl Hurd 

50 MA Fox 

51 RJ Nunn 

52 CP Jeffery 
53 MA Parker 

54 SCJ Barker 

Pete Harvey 

54 ND Tillett 

56 MS Armstrong 

57 JW White 
58 RC Bromwich 

59 PE Baker 

60 AD Tribe 
61 W Aspland 

62 MJ Jordy 

63 PR Stafford-AIIen 

64 OR Campbell 
65 EC Crosbie 

66 PJ Kite 

67 FG Bradney 
68 WO lnglis 

69 C Curt is 
70 SS Shah 

71 C Cobham 

72 M Holden 
73 SJ Kelman 

74 AFWatson 

75 OH Gardner 
76 ME Newland-Smith 

77 LM Rebbeck 

78 RF Thirkell 
79 RJ Large 

80 H Kindell 

81 E Sparrow 
82 RE Francis 

83 IM Evans 

84 JN Wilton 
85 PC Naegeli 

86 GR Glazebrook 
87 JE Gatfield 

88 KM Draper 

89 PE Thelwell 

90 DC Chappell 

91 AA Hill 
92 HA Rebbeck 

93 FJ Davies 
94 GJ Bass 

95 SL Chapelland 

96 PF Brice 
97 G Macdonald 

98 GO Morris 

99 AA MacGregor 
100 L Hornsey 

101 CJ Alldis 
102 A Eckton 

103 PH Rackham 

104 GN Smith 

105 DJ Miller 
106 HR Hay 

107 PG Sheard 

108 JM Denton 

December 2008 - January 2009 

109 KR Atkinson 

110 MT Oavis 

111 TJWills 

112 JP Gilbert 
113 TM Mitchell 

114 Jl Whiting 
115 TAJ Smith 

116 A Jones 

117 JP Galloway 

118 KBTipple 
119 M omlinson 

120 JG Arnold 

121 CV Heames 
122 RA King 

123 RA Johnson 
124 JA Tanner 

125 AJ Cockerel! 

126 RJ Hart 
127 JA Stephen 

128 M Davls 

129 MB Jefferyes 
130 M Collet! 

131 OS Pitman 

132 GN Thomas 
133 A Arnall 

134 WOG Chappel 

135 OJ Waiters 
136 RJ Smith 

137 JP Simmonds 

138 JT Hitchcock 
139 MJ Witton 

140 MC Moulang 

141 MW Durham 
142 JKG Pack 

143 GC Alison 

144 IR Cook 

145 OA Roddie 
146 WT Craig 

147 MW Dickson 
148 S Carmichael 

149 MC Foreman 

150 GS Goudie 
151 NV Parry 

152 RA Johnson 

153 MH Pope 
154 P Ryland 

155 CJ Mclnnes 

156 AB Wilier 
157 SM Plait 

158 AD Holmes 

159 AS Jobar 
160 AD Betteley 

161 CA Smithers 
162 SA Jarvis 

Leigh Wells 

163 S McLaughlin 

164 JA McCoshim 
165 T J Wheeler 

166 A Liran 

167 FB Jeynes 
168 S Roberts 

169 KW Payne 

170 MC Costin 
171 J Sage 

172 M Clarke 

173 SG 0/ender 
174 JR Taylor 

175 D Williams 
176 DA Smith 

177 GR Green 

178 M Jenkins 
179 D Latimer 

180 TP Newham 
181 M Schlotter 

182 DJ Westwood 

183 MDWhite 

184 TS Marwaha 
185 AJ Clarke 

186 AI Perley 

187 GC Beardsley 
188 AH Freeborn 

189 A Pozerskis 

190 Z Marczynski 
191 C Lawrence 

192 PW Armstrong 

193 M Bird 
194 LB Roberts 

195 S Lapworth 

196 EJD Foxon 
197 COR Tagg 

198 F Aitken 

199 T Stuart 

200 R Maskell 
20 1 APC Sampson 

202 KJ Hartley 
203 DT Bray 

204 RA Cole 

205 R Andrewartha 
206 OK McCarthy 

207 D Heslop 

208 P McLean 

209 MF Lassan 
210 MJ Birch 

211 OM Byass 
212 PJ Coward 

213 AR Hughes 

214 G Baker 

215 MS Szymkowicz 
216 AF Perkins 

217 MJ Vickery 

218 A Ward 

219 N Smith 

220 AD Payne 
221 GW Craig 

222 JS Wand 

223 T J Davies 
223 A Kangurs 

225 BD Scougall 
226 SE Archer-Jones 

227 A Wells 

228 SJ Armitage 

229 MJ Turn bull 
230 SP Woo/cock 

231 PJ Straiten 

232 M Critchlow 

233 OH Smith 
234 PM Sheahan 
235 MA Thorne 

236 DJ langrick 

237 OS Kershaw 
238 T J Beckwith 

239 SA lynn 

240 PG Scott 
241 JC Ferguson 

242 J Craig 

243 RC Ellis 

244 CM Davey 
245 JA C/ark 

246 WJ Head 

247 Rl Smith 
248 PF Whitehead 

249 DW Smith 

250 Bl Cooper 

251 MK lavender 
252 JP Gorrlnge 

253 NHWall 

254 A Kalin 
255 PW Schartau 

256 NF Goudie 

256 MJ Smith 
258 TA Gaunt 

259 DA Booth 
260 OF Bromley 

26 1 TJ Webb 
262 JP Dean 

263 AM Starling 

264 G Paul 
265 RP Brisbourne 

266 SO Codd 

267 D D'Arcy 

268 MA Roberts 
269 JR Luxton 

270 RJ Welford 

271 JO Spencer 
272 J Wilson 

273 NP Wedi 
274 JC Baldock 

275 PM Shelton 

276 MP Brooks 

277 M Boulton 
277 C Buengen 

279 JWL Clarke 

280 CG Corbett 
281 AW McKee 

282 CJ Lowrie 

283 MS Hawkins 
284 JA McWilliam 

285 CA Sunon 

286 AD Piggott 

287 JR Jeffries 

288 ER Smith 
289 AJ McNamara 

290 R Tietema 
291 SA Wilkinson 

292 WH Parker 

293 A Presland 

294 JB Giddins 
295 SR Nash 

295 A Farr 

297 NJ Gough 
298 MD Wells 

299 PJ Field 

300 LJ Gregoire 

PROVISIONAL ralings list compiled by John Wllton. Pilots are 

advised to check their own ratings (preferably by January I ) 

aod can do so by following tne instructions on the BGA 

website (lnlo lor clubs - Cross-Country & CompetlUons 

- Ratings: WI'VW.gliding.co.uk/Ogainfolcompetilionslratings. htm 

11 you shared a glider. did not renew your FAIIicence or used 

an 1ncorrect FAI number to enter a camp you are particularly 

advised to read the instructions. From some 11me In 

December, applications forms for nationals places and FA! 

licences will be available at www.glrdmg co.uM:ompehlions 
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THE RACING YEAR: COMPETITION RESULTS 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
=11 
=11 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

22 

=23 
=23 

1 

Gransden Club Reglonals 
Gransde.n Lodge, 2-10 Augusl 

Pilol 
Simon Barker 
John Gilbert 
M1ke Willon 
Sarah Pial! 

Glider 
Std. Cirrus 
LS 3 
Std. Libelle 
LS 4 

Steve I Jane Nash Mosquito 
Martin White LS 7 
Mike Tomlinson LS 4 
Simon Armitage Discus 
Phil Seal! Pegase 
Sieve Woolcock LS 7 W 
Martin Boulton LS 4 
Claudia Buengen DG 1 00 
WiUiam Parker Discus 
Norman Parry LS 4 
John Norman ASW 24 
Geoff King DG 300 
Darren Lodge LS 7 WL 
lan Gutsell PIK 20 D 
Anthony Claiden DG 1 00 
Bill Bullimore Mosquito 
Richard Brickwood 
I Peter Belcher 
Colin Cownden I 
Jem Davies 
Alan Boyle 
Paul Candler 

ASW 19 

ASW20 
DISCUS 

LS 7WL 

Gransden Span Aeglonals 

Pilot 
Bob Bromwich 
Geoff Glazebrook 
John Wilton 
Colin Smithers 
Ken Payne 
Alan Head 

Glider 
ASG 29118m 
LS 6 
ASW20C 
ASH 25E 
ASW20C 
Duo Discus 
LS 8118m 
ASW 27 B 
LS 8 
DG 500 22m 

Polnls 
757 
667 
638 
617 
608 
604 
579 
569 
567 
542 
539 
539 
406 
404 
345 
330 
301 
263 
12 
11 

3 
2 
2 

Points 
669 
634 
590 
559 
548 
339 
269 
201 
23 
22 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
]I 

12 

Paul Aowden 
Andy Walford 
Derek Westwood 
Chris Davis 
Dam1en Dyer 
Julian Bayford I 
Sieve Foster 
John Birch 

Ventus eT 17.6m 13 

13 
13 
15 
16 
=1 7 
=1 7 
=17 

Chris Fox 
Janet Birch 
Peter O'Donald 
John Clark 
John Ferguson 
James Kellerman 

LS 8TI I8m 11 
Duo Discus X 1 o 
JanusC 10 
ASW 28EI 18m 9 
Duo Discus T 7 
Nimbus 2 c 0 
Ventus 17.6 0 
ASG 29118m 0 

lnterservlces Open Reglonals 
Honlngton, 2·1 0 Augus l 

Pilot Glider 
Rob Nunn DG 202 

2 Angus Watson ASH 25 
3 Dave Chappell Vent us 2CTI1 8m 
4 Kevin Atkinson Duo Discus 
5 Chris Heames Duo Discus T 
6 Gwyn Thomas Nimbus 3/25.5m 
7 Luke Hornsey ASW 20 
8 Dennis Heslop Ventus 2CTI18m 
9 Gareth Baker LS 8118m 
10 Tochi Mal\'laha DG 1 000120m 
11 Paul Me Lean Ventus 2CTI1 8m 
12 Peter Field Duo D<scus XT 
13 lan Harris Discus B 
14 Neill Atkins LS 811 8m 
IS Daz Smith DG 500 20m 
16 Robbo Roberts ASW 20W 
17 Phil Sturley ASH 26E 
18 Andy Durston ASW 27 
19 Colin Mclnnes Discus 2118m 
20 Oscar Constable Janus CT 
21 Peter Stafford-AIIen Ventus 16.6m 
22 Tim Davies ASW 20W 
23 Del Ley Discus W 
24 tan Mountain LS 8 
25 Ged McKnight LS 6117.5m 
26 Werner Stroud LS 8118m 
27 Tom Brenton LS 6 
28 Paul Wright Discus W 
29 Dave Fidler Discus 
30 Pip Barley I 

Derek Jones ASW 27 
31 Arran Armstrong Discus W 

50 

Points 
870 
844 
809 
787 
779 
772 
651 
645 
642 
583 
550 
526 
524 
505 
442 
430 
422 
398 
393 
374 
360 
297 
280 
248 
240 
163 
111 
75 
23 

10 
0 

Junior Championships 
Nympsfield, 2·10 August 

Pilot Glider 
t Luke Dale ASW24 (15m-w) 
2 Jamie Denton LS4 ( 15m) 
3 Andy May LS8 ( 1 Sm) 
4 Mallhew Davis Std. Cirrus 
5 Wllliam Chappel LS8 (15m) 
6 Shaun McLaughlin Std. Cirrus(w) 
7 Chris Lawrence ASW1 9b (15m) 
8 George Green Discus (ISm) 
9 Ewan Crosbie ASW1 9b (ISm) 
I 0 Alexander Ward Discus ( 15m-w) 
11 Tom Smith LS8 (ISm) 
12 Rob Starling ASW15 (15m) 
t 3 Charlle Tagg LS8 ( 15m) 
14 Mike Collett Std. Libelle (ISm) 
15 Nick Smith Std. Cirrus(w) 
16 Laurie Gregoire Astir W (ISm) 
17 Otiver Barter Discus (I Sm-w) 
18 Andy Cockerel! LS4 (15m) 
19 Fran Ailken DG300 ( 15m) 
20 Mall Robain ASW20 (15m) 
21 Tim Webb LS8 (15m) 
22 Tom Holloway ASW1 9b ( 15m) 
23 Alexander Maitland ASWI 5 (I Sm) 
24 Stuart Carmichael Std. Libelle (I Sm) 
25 Will Ellis ASWI S (ISm) 
25 Charlie Jordan Std. Cirrus 
27 Mall Waters Cirrus (17.7m) 
28 Philipp Schartau Kestrel 19 
29 Rory Condon ASW24 (15m-w) 
30 Rachel Hine LS4 ( 15m) 
31 Stelan Astley Astir CS (I Sm) 
32 Stephen Nock Std Jantar 
33 Sam Roddie LS7 ( 15m-w) 
34 Pete Davey ASW20 (15m) 
34 Ellie Armstrong ASW15 (ISm) 
36 Dave Bray LS6 (ISm) 
37 Kate Woods LS4 (ISm) 
38 Eoin Cassels Std. Cirrus 
39 Tom Pridgeon Pegasus 
40 Richard Crockett Astir CS (ISm) 
41 James Francis Astir CS (ISm) 
42 Cart Hutson Astir CS (ISm) 
43 Pete Hibbard Kestrel 19 
44 Ryan Berry DGI 01 ( ISm) 
45 Colin Field Astir Jeans ('t 5m) 
46 David Bennett ASW27b (15m) 
46 Steve Pozerskis Std. Cirrus I 
48 Emily Todd Std. Libel le (15m-\v) 
48 Mattt1ew Woodiwiss Astir CS (I Sm) 
48 Shaun Murdoch Acro Twin 3 

Points 
558 
465 
457 
454 
452 
414 
385 
384 
381 
365 
327 
323 
308 
305 
297 
296 
285 
281 
280 
274 
271 
270 
249 
242 
238 
238 
231 
228 
2 18 
209 
182 
152 
149 
109 
109 
100 
92 
84 
72 
56 
51 
33 
31 
21 
15 

2311 
0 
0 
0 

Eastern Regionals 
Tibenham, 24 May - 1 June 

Name 
Peter Stallord Alien 
Andy Hill 
Angus Watson 

4 Ray Hart 
5 Peter Ryland 
6 Albert Freeborn 
7 Gwyn Thomas 
8 Tess & John Whiting 
9 Phil Hayward 
1 0 Bob Grieve 
11 T1m Oavies 
12 Steve Codd 
13 lan Campbell 
14 James Dean 
15 Mick Hughes 
16 Norman Clowes 
17 Steve & Jane Nash 
18 David Taylor 
19 Chris Lawrence 
20 Michael Polnton 

Aircrafl 
Ventus (16.6m) 
Duo Discus XT 
ASH 25 
Nimbus 2C 
DG 400 
ASW27 
Nimbus 3 25.5m) 
Discus B (w) 
DG200 (1 7m) 
LS8 (ISm) 
ASW 27 
Grab 103 
LS8 (18m) 
Discus (w) 
K21 
ASW 20C 
Mosqutto B (w) 
LS4 
ASW 19 
Discus B (w) 

UK Grand Prlx 
Lasham, 1-7 September 

Day 1 
11196 
51183 
31188 
101153 
61177 
41185 
141102 
81173 
91155 
111142 
16156 
121135 
71176 
2910 
2910 
2910 
29/0 
2910 
2012 
2910 
2311 
15197 
2910 
2012 
2910 
2311 
2910 
21190 
dnfiO 
2910 
1913 
dnf/0 
131111 
2910 
2910 
29/0 
2311 
17115 
2311 
1814 
2910 
2910 
2012 
2910 
2910 
2311 
4610 
2910 
2910 
2910 

Points 
1000 
953 
951 
933 
885 
834 
821 
81 7 
630 
612 
590 
580 
528 
395 
376 
361 
241 
230 
197 
26 

Name 

1 Chris Curtis 
2 Gary Stingemore 
3 Steve Jones 
4 Paul Brice 
5 Dave Watt 
6 tan MacArthur 

Glider 

ASW 27b 
ASG 29e 
Vent us 
ASG 29 
Ventus 2 
Discus 2T 

Polnls 

UK7 
UKS 
UK4 
UK3 
UK2 
UK1 

Day 2 
11362 
8/282 
151269 
31301 
111275 
211229 
7/283 
2512 11 
221226 
231223 
13/271 
271188 
311132 
21305 
41297 
51296 
61285 
91281 
101278 
121274 
141270 
291173 
161249 
171240 
181238 
191237 
201231 
40138 
241218 
26/209 
281179 
301152 
40138 
321109 
321109 
341100 
35191 
37169 
36171 
38152 
39151 
42133 
43129 
44121 
45115 
4610 

4610 
4610 
4610 

Pllol 

HERE are more 2008 comp 
results for BGA-rated regionals 
and nationals that are not 
already listed on pages 46 and 
47 of this issue 

For the provisional 2008 Ratings 
List, see page 49 . 
For the BGA 's 2008 Competitions 
Calendar turn to page 4 

S&G 's thanks are due as always 
to John Wilton, who is a member 
of the BGA Competitions and 
Awards CommiNee, for all his 
hard work on collating and 
supplying the vast majority of 
the information that is contained 
on these results pages 

Booker Regionals 
Booker, 19-27 July 

Pilot 
1 Denis Campbell 
2 Jon Galfield 
3 Wayne Aspland 
4 Glen Alison 
5 Andy Betteley 
6 Shack Roberts 

Mike Philpott 
I Andy Perley 

8 Tony Hughes 
9 Jim White 
10 NitsWedi 
11 Geoff Lyons 
12 Hannah Hay 
13 Bob Smith I 

Atun Jenkins 
14 Jan McCoshim I 

Dave Byass 
IS Gary Nuttall 
16 Phil Gumming 
t 7 W1lliam Parker 
18 Geoll Tabbner 
19 Steve Williams 

Bldford Reglonals 
Bldtord, 21-29 June 

Glider 

Glider 
Ventus 2cxt 
ASW27 
LS8 
Ventus 2b 
Ventus 2a 
Discus 

Polnls 
3778 
3626 
3424 
3374 
3339 
3328 

Duo Discus T 3317 
LS 6 3210 
ASW 27 3162 
LS 4 2921 
LS 6 2445 
LS 4 2258 

LS 4 

LS 8 
Std Jantar 
ASW 19 
ASW 20c 
Ventus bT 
DG 303 

2102 

2066 
1740 
1681 
1650 
1132 
1098 

1 Dave Findon Nimbus 4DT 
Polnls 
2415 
2410 
2102 
2069 
2061 
1984 
1948 
1859 
1776 
1752 
1719 
1700 
1689 
1599 
1537 
1529 
1464 
1285 
1236 
1201 
1196 
1188 
1186 
1181 
1162 
1121 
1051 
1027 
1024 
1004 
996 
942 
868 

2 tan Ashdown Nimbus 3125.5m 
3 Alastair MacGregor Ventus 2cTI18m 
4 Justin Wills(+ Barry Walker) Duo Discus XT 
5 Bill lnglis Ventus 2cTI18m 
6 Mike Moulang (+ Tony Moulang) Duo Discus T 
7 Andy Davis ( + Matt Davis) Duo Discus 
8 Jamie Sage LS 811 8m 
9 Frank Jeynes Duo Discus T 
10 Malcolm Lassan Vent us 2cMI 18m 
11 Jon Wand ASH 26E 
12 David Smith Nimbus 3125.5m 
13 John Clark Nimbus 2 c 
14 Rod Wilier Duo Discus 
15 Derek Piggott (+Bob Starmer) Duo Discus T 
16 Mike Thorne Discus 
17 Siman Ramsay Discus 
18 Robert Dall Ventus eT 17.6m 
19 Chris Morris Ventus 2cXTI18m 
20 Z Goudie Discus b T 
21 Andrew Turk ASW 20 
22 lan Campbell LS 8118m 
23 Ralph Jones (+ Simon Marriott) Nimbus 4DM 
24 Mike Costin ASH 25M 
25 Kevin Hook DG 400117 
26 Simon Waterfall LS 8 
27 Michael Witlon Std. Libel le 
28 Geoff King DG 300 
29 Alistair Cook Ventus 17.6m 
30 Peter Yea LS 4 
31 Graham Paul LAK 19118m 
32 Roger Wilson (+ R Chapman) Ventus bT 16.6m 
33 Julian Hitchcock DG 1 000120m 

Sailplane & Gliding 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
3B 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 

Pilot Glider Po ints 
2950 Leigh Wells ASG29 

Russell Cheetham ASG29E 2874 
Steve Jones 
DaveWa11 
Stephen Ell 
Jez Hood 
Richard Browne 
Chris Starkey 
Ed Johnston 
Alastair Nunn 
Howard Jones 
Derren Francis 
Alandi Darl ington 
Ray Pentecost 
Phil Jelfrey 
Alan Tribe 

Ventus 2cT 28 12 
Ventus 2a 2665 
ASG29 26 16 
LS8- 18 26 15 
ASG29E 2586 
ASW27b 2557 
ASG29E 2548 
LS6 2530 
Ventus 2 2467 
Ventus 2xaJ 244 1 
ASG29E 2433 
ASG29E 2423 
Ventus 2cxT 2383 
LSB-18 2350 

Denis Campbell Ventus 2cxT 2328 
Bob Thirkell ASG29E 2297 
lain Evans JS1 2294 
Patrick Naegeli Ventus 2cT 2274 
Gary Slingemore ASG29 2273 
Graham Smith ASG29E 222 1 
Jon Arnold Discus 2c 2140 
Brian Blrlison Venlus 2c 2136 
Dan Pitman LS8-18 2134 
lan Cook Ventus 2cxT 2082 
Bill lnglis Ventus 2cT 2081 
Col in Mc lnnes Discus 2T 2044 
Jan McCoshim LS8-1 8 2020 
Kevin Houlihan DG808C 1909 
Tony Pozerskis Lak 19T 1884 
Charlie Tagg Ventus 2 1879 
Martin Durham LS8-18 1877 
Paul Me Lean Ventus 2T 1855 
Mark Szymkowicz DG600 1831 
Russ Francis LS8-18 1813 
Wayne Aspland LS8-1 B 1799 
Wendy Head ASW27b 1752 
Bruce Cooper ASW27b 1748 
Frank Davies LS6c 1744 
John Spencer ASG29E 1655 
Colin Sutton Ventus 2cxT 1617 
John Giddins Ventus 2c 1591 
Atan Garrily Lak17T 1570 
Zenon Marczynski Ventus 2cxT 1490 
Geoff Lyons LS8- 18 1457 
Jim Wflite ASW27 1445 
Rory O'Conor DG808b 1318 
Chris Cobham ASG29 1285 
Andrew Reid Ventus eT 1214 
John Ferguson Ventus eT 959 

18m Class NationaJs 
Blcester, 17-25 August 

Day 1 
1/460 
4/405 
10/351 
7/390 
11 /330 
16/314 
4/405 
20/290 
30/275 
2/412 
14/3 17 
8/373 
9/359 
33/268 
15/316 
12/325 
34/261 
28/277 
48/207 
21/289 
3/408 
19/297 
34/261 
23/285 
13/318 
34/261 
61397 
26/282 
42/256 
46/234 
24/284 
21/289 
32/271 
44/247 
25/283 
18/302 
34/26 1 
34/261 
45/244 
27/278 
34/261 
49/130 
28/277 
17/305 
50/120 
341261 
34/261 
46/234 
31/272 
51/119 
43/254 

Day 2 
20/248 
32/166 
20/24B 
5/279 
16/253 
1/29B 
26/236 
3/283 
35/131 
19/252 
43/106 
30/199 
381117 
9/265 
6/267 
16/253 
10/260 
36/123 
2/2BB 
15/255 
3/2B3 
42/110 
25/246 
31/172 
27/229 
6/267 
33/163 
20/24B 
B/266 
40/11 2 
29/203 
11/25B 
13/256 
13/256 
16/253 
11 /25B 
20/24B 
37111B 
48/0 
40/11 2 
34/132 
28/221 
4810 
20/248 
38111 7 
44/105 
47/4 
48/0 
46/34 
45/74 
48/0 

Day 3 
6/297 
11 /270 
13/260 
20/250 
7/293 
5/29B 
32/210 
3/319 
9/282 
2/324 
12/264 
10/275 
16/256 
16/256 
16/256 
31/213 
16/256 
15/257 
B/2B7 
14/25B 
30/21B 
47/161 
22/244 
2B/232 
37/196 
21/247 
33/209 
50/12 
4/299 
43/1B6 
29/22B 
4111 BB 
22/244 
34120B 
491129 
42/1B7 
40/193 
25/235 
1/399 
3B/194 
51/0 
221244 
36/204 
44/183 
26/234 
35/205 
46/175 
27/233 
48/160 
45/181 
38/194 

Day 4 
151551 
2/642 
3/62B 
14/560 
17/542 
19/526 
20/5 11 
4/621 
51615 
7/5B4 
11/573 
13/566 
20/511 
1/679 
9/577 
20/511 
1B/529 
6/602 
20/511 
20/511 
38/261 
16/544 
20/511 
20/511 
321329 
37/274 
20/511 
10/574 
20/511 
12/571 
31/346 
41/233 
48/200 
49/181 
47/201 
46/212 
36/275 
44/227 
20/5 11 
45/224 
8/581 
35/302 
40/255 
42/23 1 
49/181 
51/164 
33/3 17 
34/313 
43/229 
30/402 
39/257 

Day 5 
2/969 
111000 
3/93 1 
5/847 
8/818 
12/772 
6/840 
13/743 
4/867 
19/690 
71826 
211687 
9/817 
321630 
33/627 
16/716 
26/665 
15/718 
28/660 
27/663 
10/815 
11/791 
35/622 
35/622 
14/729 
18/696 
17/713 
24/670 
481455 
431540 
44/534 
30/645 
40/584 
34/623 
22/683 
38/613 
37/616 
29/658 
39/594 
23/678 
31/634 
491390 
25/667 
41/544 
42/54 1 
47/473 
20/688 
46/4 78 
45/533 
50/359 
5 1/42 

Day 6 
1/425 
4/391 
3/394 
151339 
7/380 
2/407 
5/3B4 
25/301 
81378 
3 11268 
61381 
11 1341 
7/373 
20/325 
131340 
18/332 
10/357 
221320 
11 /341 
26!29B 
29/2BB 
23/31B 
36/256 
241314 
17/333 
16/337 
44/88 
34/258 
40/233 
32/266 
28/289 
321266 
21/322 
13/340 
30/282 
39/241 
421206 
37/253 
50/0 
34/258 
49/47 
19/330 
43/188 
47/59 
27/297 
38/249 
SOlO 
46/60 
48/57 
45/79 
411212 

Dunstable Regionals, Dunstable, 16-24 Augusl 

Blue 

1 
2 

7 
8 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 

Pilot Glider 
Ewan Crosbie ASW19b (15m) 
David Miller ASW20 (15m) 
Kieran Commins ASW20 (15m) 
Stuart Carmichael Sid. Libel le (15m) 
Andrew Sampson LS4 (15mj 
Garden Craig LS4 (15mj 
Tom Beckwith Discus (15m) 
Shaun McLaughlin Std. Cirrus(w) 
John Jeflries ASK21 (17m) 
Chris Cotlingham Discus ( 15m) 
Graham Pursey ASW24 (15m-w) 
Ken Woods LS4 (1Sm) 
Richard Lodge ASW24 (15m-w) 
Peter Denman DG200 ( 15m) 
David White Discus (1 Sm) 
Jim Slater Discus (15m) 
Roger Banks/ 
Phil warner 
Alan Harrison 
Alan McKillen 
Alan Garfield/ 
Dave Cornelius 

ASK21 (17m) 
ASK21 (17m) 
ASW20 (15m) 

ASK21 (17m) 

Points 
2073 
1915 
1803 
1767 
1571 
1532 
1529 
1468 
1433 
1354 
1281 
1081 
1075 
609 
556 
539 

433 
238 
222 

-506 

Red 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 

Pilot Glider Points 
Nick Tillett ASW27b (15m) 3499 
Mark Davis Discus ( 15m-w) 31 06 
Tom Smith LS8 ( 15m) 2959 
Pau l Rackham LS6 (I Sm) 2691 
William Chappel LS8 (1Sm) 2506 
Mark Newland-Smi1h ASW28 ( 15m) 2481 
Steve Lynn Duo Discus X (20m) 2442 
Tony Hughes LS6 (15m) 2366 
Graham Paul Lak 19 (18m) 2321 
Andy May LS8 (1Sm) 2282 
lan Reekie LSS-18 (18m) 2274 
Volker Pacher ASW20 (15m) 2237 
Simon Edwards ASH26 (18m) 2082 
Mike Stringer/ 
Rupert Puritz 
Rob Brimfield 
Guy Corbett 
Geofl rey Payne 
Geofl Glazebrook 
Pau l Whipp 
Francis Russell 
Robin Hedge 
Aidan Paul 
Andrew Brown 
Trevor Nash 

Duo Discus (20m) 
ASW24 ( 15m-VI) 
Lak 17a (15m) 
ASW27b (15m) 
LS6 (15m) 
ASW28 (15m) 
LS6c (18m) 
ASW22 (24m) 
LS8 (15m) 
ASW27a (15m) 
Mosquito b 

2030 
1938 
1798 
1788 
1697 
1374 
1355 
1282 
809 
529 
487 

Bicestar Open Reglonals 
Blce9ter, 19-27 July 

Pilot 
1 John Roberts 
2 Mick Webb 
3 Chris Curtis 
4 Mark Newtand-Smlth 
5 Alandi Darlington 
6 Paul Rackham 
7 Terry Mitchell 
8 Robert King 
9 Owain Waiters 
10 Bi ll Craig 
11 Frank Jeynes 
12 Dan Pitman 
13 Bi ll lnglis 
14 Matthew Turnbull 
15 John Ferguson 
16 Ray Gaunt 
17 Sieve Codd 
18 Pete Stratten 
19 AI McNamara 
20 OJ Garrity/Nigel Gough 
21 Damien Dyer/AI Cook 
22 Wi lliam Chappel 
23 Basi l Fairston 
23 Colin Davey 
25 Mark Szymkowicz 
26 Graham Paul 
27 Dave Crowson 
28 Richard Chapman 
29 Dave Bray!lioward Stone 
30 Andy Hyslop 
31 John Giddins 
32 Derek Jones/P>p Barley 
33 Mike Costin/Frank Pozerskis 
34 Simon Waterfall 
35 Philipp Schartau 
36 Minoo Patel 

Glider 
Duo Discus 
LS8 
ASW27c 
ASW28 
ASG29e 
LS 6 
Nimbus 3 
ASW27 
Discus 2a 
ASW27b 

Points 
3923 
3887 
3748 
3726 
3570 
3557 
3525 
3499 
3426 
3402 

Duo Discus xT 3149 
LS 8 3034 
Ventus 2cT 2913 
LS8-15 2869 
Ventus eT 2828 
Nimbus 2a 2739 
Nimbus 2c 2726 
Ven1us 17.6m 2720 
Discus 2a 
LAK 17aT 
Ventus eT 
LS 8 
ASW27 
ASW 20 
DG600-18 
LAK 19T 
Duo Discus 
Venlus 16.6m 
LS6c 
Ventus 2cT 
Ventus 2c-18 
ASW27b 
ASH25ml 
LS 8 
Kestrel 19 
LSB-18 

2648 
2646 
2613 
2504 
2486 
2486 
2443 
2377 
2335 
2277 
2266 
2190 
1856 
1810 
1798 
1658 
1649 
284 

Blcester Sport Reglonals 
Blcester, 19-27 July 

Pilot 
1 Mike Fox 
2 Sunay Shah 
3 Luke Hornsey 

Andrew Cockerell 
Richie Arnall / 
Mark Critahlow 

Norman Parry 
7 T1m Wheeler 
8 Dave Williams 
9 Mike Tomlinson 
1 0 Ken Hartley 
11 Stephen Archer-Jones 
12 Francesca Aitken 
13 Mark Lavender 
14 David Darcy/Mark Sanders 
15 James Wilson 
16 Andy McKee 
17 Laurie Gregoire 
18 Andy Preston 
19 lan Smith I Micky Boik 
20 Ayala Li ran 
21 Alan Jenkins 
22 Majorie Hardwick 
23 Neil Kelly 
24 Andy Henderson 
25 Paul Copland 
26 Geofl King 
27 Simon Adlard 
28 Mike Howey 
29 Mike Witton 
30 John Staley 
31 Lukas Brand! 
32 Derek Staff 
33 Alastair Harrison I 

Jon Gammage 
34 Paula Ailken 
35 Debbie Thomas 
36 Louise Walker 
37 Derek Ki tcher 
38 Michael Truelove 

Glider 
LS4 
Std Cirrus 
ASW20 
LS4 

Janus cM 
LS4 
Std Cirrus 
Std Libelle 
LS4 
ASK21 
ASW20 
ASK21 
ASW19b 
LS4 
Std Ci rrus 
Pegasus 101 
Astir wl 
Discus cs 
Janus a 
Std Libelle 
Discus b 
Discus b 
ASW15a 
Discus b 
ASW 19b 
DG300 Elan 
DG505 20m 
DG200 
Std Libelle 
LS4w 
Discus 
LS4 

Std Cirrus 
DG300 
K6E 
DG101 
Astir CS 

Std Cirrus 

Points 
3764 
3658 
3374 
3214 

3186 
3043 
2965 
2922 
2856 
2844 
2693 
2663 
2584 
2500 
2497 
2484 
2394 
2365 
2323 
2309 
2278 
2184 
2086 
2020 
2011 
2010 
2002 
1945 
1800 
1751 
1710 
1617 

1611 
1456 
1449 
1351 
1043 
1007 

Reports from some of these camps are featured in this issue: • 20-Metre Class Championships, by Brian Birlison, see page 45 
• Junior Championships, by Tim Macfadyen, see page 45 

• UK Grand Prix, by Chris Curtis, see page 40 
• Standard Class Nationals, by Ella Draper, see page 41 

There is also a report on the flapped classes of this year's Worlds 
at Liisse on page 38. 

• Club Class Nationals, by Jane Randle, see page 42 
• 18-Metre Class Nationals, by Dan Pitman, see page 44 

December 2008 - Ja nua ry 2009 

A report on the UK Mountain Soaring Championships will appear 
in the next issue of S&G. 
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This page, clockwise from top left: 

Scottish Gliding Union's DG-505 (David Clark) 

Sixteen-year-old Helena Gardner pictured at 

Cotswolds just after her first solo (Stephen Cook) 

Cool, suave. sophisticated - it has to be Derek Crabb in 

the back seat of Burn's ASK 21 (Kevin Moseley) 

Burn's Janus glider about to be given the All Out and 

off to 3,000ft (Kevin Moseley) 

Buckminster's NPPL training mount. T61 Venture 

TMk2. arriving at the Wadding/on Air Show, flown by 

club members Gary Bus/in and Richard Mitche/1 

(Chris Hayba/1) 

Booker has been running a photo competition 

throughout the year. This is one of the entries -

Graham Saw in his Lunak, entitled "Keep a good 

lookout in the circuit" (JS Mante) 

Opposite page: 

Many congratulations to Lasham :S Sandy Hawkyar.d 

who has recently been awarded AssoCiateship of The 

Royal Photographic Society In order to obtain this 

distinction, a photographer has to submit a portfolio for 

approval by a highly qualified panel of fellows of the 

society Sandy 's outstanding portfolio of gliding images, 

some of which are pictured here, has enabled her to 

use the letters ARPS after her name 

(sandyprints.co.uk) 

Our thanks to all the photographers and to our Club 

News contributors for sending these in. Remember, 

if you 'd like to submit your previously-unpublished 

photographs for possible inclusion somewhere in S&G, 

do send them to editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk
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Mountain High Oxygen 
We are now authorised distributors 
for the full range of MH Oxygen 
EDS and XCR systems. Visit our 
website to view the full range. 

Microair 760 Radio 
This fantastic little 57 mm radio 
has recently be updated to version 
''N" and is better than ever. 

£~.29 inc VAT 

Winter Bon:lgerate 
Instruments 
The very best German precision 
In ruments. Vi~1t our website to 
view the full range. 

CoUbri 
Smallest 
Logger with 
high leveiiGC 
apprcvaL All 
you need to 
claim badges. 
records or compe!il1on flights 
it Is small in size. but big in 
functionality. Standalone it 
is useful for navigation, wind 
calculation and tracking of engine 
status. Full details on our website. 

£595.00 inc VAT 

Replacement seat harness for most 
gliders in a full range of colours. 

prices start at: £275,71 
incVAT 

Camelbac 
Unbottled 2litres 
Leak-proof fully nsulated 
bottle offers up fa 3 hours 
of cool. clean water. 

£29.38 incVAT 

Digital audio variometer 
with average display and inbuilt 
speaker We are the UK agents 
with the full range available. 

Borgelt _...,.,.,.. 
8400/8500 Vario 
These all new versions replace the 
840 and 850 with the addition of 
new technology and functions. 

and our Heritage is 

we have 15 years 
experience in all 
kjnds of repair, 

simply call for advice. 

TEL. 01452 741 463 
M. 07860 542028 

SALES@SVSP.CO.UK 

PASSAGE ROAD, ARLINGHAM 
GLOS. Gl2 7 JR 

EASA COMPLIANT 
REGISTRATION LETTERS & 

STAINLESS STEEL 
REGISTRATION PLATES 

High quality self -adhesive gloss Vinyl registration 
letters and identification plates. 

Spray masks also available. 

Computer cut to order. Wide choice of colours in 
stock. Fast despatch to comply with 

EASA regulations 

"Supply only" £60.00 plus P & P and VAT 
(complete set of letters/masks) 

Spray or vinyl application service also available 

Order now by ringing 014a8 71774 or 
email: office@southemsailplanes.com 
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(Debit I Credit cards accepted) 

SOUTHERN SAilPLANES 

See You v 3.81 £92 
See You Mobile v 3.0£149 

Probably the best PDA Navigation, 
Task Planning and Analysis software 

- Try it today -

Supplied on 3 COs with world wide 
topo and satellite mapping. Now with 
downloading for EW flight recorders. 
See You was used to score all the UK 
2008 National Competitions. and most 
of the Regionals. 

UK Service Centre for the 
repair and upgrade of all 
Cambridge Instruments 

BGA and /GC Approved Calibration Centre 
for all types of GPS Flight Recorders 

£15 + £6 return post 

Dickie Feakes 
Bicester Aviation Services 

11 The Poplars, Launton, Bicester OX26 5DW 
01869 245948 or 07710 221131 

dickie@bas.uk.net 

THE SCOTIISH GLIDING CENTRE 

p~ 

For more than 70 years our members 
have been enjoying one of the best 

Ridge Soaring and Wave Sites in 
Scotland 

Why not join us and see for yourself 

Scotland's Premier Training Site 
Training Courses for 2008 

To ensure that we con meet your requirements , od.,..once 
booking for aircraft, clubhouse accommodation , 

caravans and camping is essential 

Call us an 01592 840543 
The Scanish Gliding Centre 

Portmoak Airfield, Scotlondwell KY13 9JJ 
Web hnp://www.sconishglidingcentre.co.uk 

email: office@sconishglidingcentre.co.uk 

I 

Sailplane & Gliding 

mailto:office@5coni5hglidingcentre.co.uk
http:hnp://www.5coni5hglidingcentre.co.uk
mailto:dickie@bas.uk.net
mailto:office@SDuthemsailplanes.com
mailto:SALES@SVSP.CO.UK
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news 

Banbury (Aquila) 

SEPTEMBER hJ' be n " weal 1mrrovcmcnt and ab-initio 
training kept our tug pilot s busy. llriiln IIJmmoncl g.Jined 
his Silver height and lim I·Vhecl cr fini, hcd a re<:litable 
1ixth in the Gi ester Reg1onals. We exhibited our !\stir at 

the B. nbury C.1 na l Ooy, and although th we.1ther was 
vl'r) wet we Jtl!<l cterJ d lot of int ~res t. Wr: w ere able to 
cover most o the !\stir using a gJ.z.cbo . At le.1st visitors 

'uu ld look in the cockpi t and learn about •l iding without 
gelling w~t . A .of A m.Jintcn<Jn 'proy•ramme for the c lub 
glider> h:1s been implemented sharin ., the work ;,mongst 

.1 numb r of in p<:.-ctor and as isted by club m<>mbers nS 

.tppropriil! . ur annLld l inspection of our ~wnee ' as 
completed on schedule with the h lp of our triencls. An 

expedition to Talg.u1h with our K-21 WitS plAnned for 
carlv O ctober 'o let'· hop they have a good time. 
Rod Watson 

Bannerdown (RAF Keevil) 

DESPITE I he dreadful ·ummer and b •ing hindered by 
non-fl yi ng .tirfield ev nt.>, the cl ub h,t> stillm.t.n.tg d ro 

,Khicvc some ex ·ellent results. CongrJtulation' go tu 
DJve Wnll •r for his OOkm, Onve Holly ior being given 

th• • thumh, ·up our newest ll1g pilot and Charli 

Hocking 0 11 •e-sol• ing after a lengthy break lrom flying. 
llugc thanks to all the lwroes tiM still continue to work 

on tlw ''l'W dubhous '. a ire, dy provi 11g invalu.1ble. The 
sad and 'Orry old lubhous ' IS no\ a distant memory. 
lan Harris 

Bath, Wilts and North Dorset (The Park) 
IJ ES I' ITl the recurring rain we mam ged m r~ launch ~s 

if1 August than in August of th > pr •i<1US yea r. Most 
mcmb rs who hc<lrlccl ofi to other c lubs (or competit ion 

or club fl y ing found lhPm S\'Iv enj oyi n~ J •oN I >oc ial 
week r.llher than il)<ing. Wear • gri!du,, lly rerlr ssing th e 

loss of some of our instructors. Michac l Schloner has just 

compl ' l(.'(l <1 n As~ Cat course an cl Co l in Field and Mdrk 
l'lav~· r hi!ve beconw fJ is. Th y Jrc oil, w ·lcome ~ddit lun 

tu our instructor lists. INe arc also slowly bui lding up nor 

n1embership number,, and have w ' corn •d " numiJer of 
n~w pcopl th tb y • c M()st Jre alre" cly find ing th ·r feet 
.111rlmaking a •oocl contribution to the working ot the 

launchpoint and the club Jctivi ti< . 
)an Smith 

Black Mountain (Talgarth) 

LIKE everyone, we h,wc suffered irom poor weather but 
h.1ppily our ifying i> onl y very >l ightly down on last year. 

So t~1r, autumn is looking good and the wave ;md ridge 
seeking expedit ions are ,trriving in for e. Bo ,<,;i isson. our 

ful l-time summer instructor, is heilding bJck to NZ for 
our winter and hopefull )' he wi lll.K' i>dck in 2009. 

Several members have gone solo, including l~tul 

McKenna and ,\nn.l Bi~k. while Rhona v\lakeharn has 

been entertaining us <111 w ith ncrohati cs in the K-21. Tllsk 
Week wa s full)' hooked d S aiW<t)'S and, despite poor 
weather, we had gr at iun tryins to find cJstlcs Jncl 
bridges in the Wye Vall y ,tntl si,J)'i ng up lat under the 

l<tlgarth Oct k borhequing. For those of you who haven 't 

December 2008 - January 2009 

Congratulations to Brian Conway 
on his first solo at Booker 

Daniel McCormack was sent solo by 
A/an Roberts at Bow/and Forest 

Drew Dutton is congratulated by 
John Parr after his solo at Burn 

hecn to Talgarth, wh\' no order" 200<J f3MC Gt lc•nd,1f 
lo brighten up the winter gloom/ At £5 , it 's " barg,1in 1 

Robbie Robertson 

Booker (Wycombe Air Park) 

D 'PITE the weather, w<' achi ved six days in our 

I< •gionols and our l, unch r<tte was much hetter than 
earecl. We continue to train and recent solos include 

llrian n nWd)', H.trry Fox, Rob~· rt Turner an I ,111Jrk Wolfi. 

Ji m Pen~ l ly and D ug Co lchr.1nc complcteci the Staples 
to 1 aplt'S ChJrit y run in their Skodo hJngcr in ,Jid of 

both "Help for 11 roes" ,1ncl1hc li .st Flyin ' M emoria l 
Project, whi h is buildin ~m morialln lh 00 UK 1 
flying crew who hJvc lost their lives making av iJtion 

sa~ r. We h<tv• b n invi ted tu join Dunslal>lc on their 
cxredition to C rdJnya n xt M ,u h. We'v been running 

a photo wmpet ition throughout the yeil r ;u1rl one oi the 
entries, Crah.tm Saw in hb Lunnk, is on page S2 , entit led 

"Kel•p a good lookout in the c ircuit " . We take thi> 
opportunity oi thanking not onl y all our staff, but also the 

large number of volunt ~-ers , who work to milke gliding .11 

Bnukcr nut only poss 1ble but so enjoyable. 
Roger Neal 

Borders (Milfield) 

0 R wJve w ks arc now in fu ll flow and the wave has 

heen s ttlng up nght on cue. A couple of our visiting 

pilots got to old h i •ht and a couple more flew offshore 
and round th • Farn lsiJnds. Con gra tul~tion t(> K ' n 

S<t ngstcr and Barry Lyto ll b on completion of th eir cro;s­
country endorsements - quite hOJndy '" they're now th e 
proud ownets of Jn L'i4. Borders wou lcl also lik · to thJnk 

o rthumbria GC tCurrock Hil ll for th , ir h Jp with th • 

tcmpor<1ry swap of our K-2 1 tor their Puchacz. \1\!ith 

anotl1<"r Bl course cnm ing up Jn tl " completion cour>e, 
I'm ; u it'll br- well used. 
Rich Abercrombie 

Bowland Forest (Chipping) 

TEAM BrGC was rcprc cntetl Jt Pockli ngton's two-seater 

comp in Augu;t by av Rut tle, Ancly St;Jilsiield, Roger 
Sh.Kklc ton and Le5 Grwn. Despite the weilthcr they 

came home happy, havin ' not come l.lst <1nd Davc 
winning the simu iJtor . ont e.~ t. nw dry spell that came in 

Septemb •r w~' <1 th~nkful rc liei and meant members duly 
filled their boots- generally with mud. lt also meant 

congr<:Itu l c~tions w Qnl to onP oi youngest mf~mbers, 

D.Jnid 1\1\cCormack, w ho was sent solo by Instructor Alan 
Rohcrls. \Ne now h;JV(..) a JeZt ns Astir J S an addit ion !<)our 
fleet Jncl following ~ slight mishap to om~ of our K-8s that 

ha> fall ' 11 foul of EASA regulations; Ced Terry has kindly 
lent us hi s Swallow. My fe llow contributor, Tracy )oscph, 

h.1s for tlw for<>see.tbl<: futur~· ch"c ided 10 h.we a rest from 
gliding. We .111 wish her well ~ncl hope to sec her return. 
Phil Punt 

Bristol and Gloucestershire (Nympsfield) 

TH[ (;Qmmittee <;a lied etn [ GM in O ctober to discuss etnd 

vu!(' nn our tug <:1110 gl idPr fleet. Congrat.s to MJtt f);w ls 

on becom ing a 131 just in time to go to univers ity. A lso to 

Adam Kelly .mrl hroth ·r> Simon ,1nd limoth\' Makus1 on 

goin!l solo. flarry Liles and Al istJir Scott ot Bronze. Poor 

cktys w r>JI!' spen t on cl;t mum work ~ nd housck vi ng 
round the club. t\ winter progr:Jmm olta lks and 
~ct ivitics was plonncd ;m cl Thursday C'l'f'lllllg pnrt1 es did 

useful m~intpnance. F l eas;~ nt sunny Jutumn we~ther 

produced stHTH? soaring, inrlu rli ng a few trip, to the 

Wl.'l sh hill s and J lot of nying. keeping tlte club busy for 
thf> li rSIIim -' for mr.mths. 
Bernard Smyth 

Buckminster (Saltby) 

TWO aeroh<t tic contests, the NationJis Jnd the SJ itby 
Op n, w ere held Jt the club. Our V nture was in the 

lali line-up dt the· Ri\F Wdddingtnn A ir ho> . Thrtee 

cadets from the Air l ra int.n ' Corps completed •lidtng 
course> funded b the Bur;ary: Sar,th )a l ivermore 

from IJOO Sut ton in Ashfield :;qu.tdron. fl r;Jcl)' All> 'P 
from .148 llkeston squadron and Tom Fus>ey from 22'l2 
Market Rasen squadron. We congratulate Tom on hi> 

excell.-nt first solo. MemhPrs were very impres!ied wi th 

the c~d t ' good manners and gen r<t l dcmL'iJ nour; all 
thrc' a credit to their pal'('n and squadrons. O ur long­

.Civ ing nd popular CFI Le M erritt has stuocl down, hut 
is stayll1 ):\ on J S lob manJger, while John Sentence 

becomes Fl. Danny Go ldsworthy has retired a OCFI .md 
l<dy ~rk in i r<vlacl'd ., <:d iety offrc"r by Stevc Oodds. 
lsobel Hayball 

Burn (Burn) 

WE HAVE an enthusiasti c oroup of new members as 

shown by the f.t cl that we had five first solo flight in one 
month. Congr<> tuiJt ions to Andrcw Kit d 1cn. llill Wei r, 

John Shaw, Nathan Mill> ond especially Drew Dutton 
whose so lo flighl wa< on thE' 1rs tllying riJ[ Jft r h i 

sixteen th b~rt hdav. Congratu lations also to our instru tor 
team whose hi!rd work m;,de al l these tlighL< pos>ib le. 

Chris O ' lloylc has completed his Silw:r bad •c by 
achieving th hc1ght - no mc;,n f at consid >ring th 

cl oud ba , we have experience<! this summer. rau l 

ew m,1rk ha> r ·t i red from th•• po't o f club treasurer af ter 
m. ny ycJ rs of dcdic.11Cd hdfd work. I! is b .tuse of l"aul's 
sk ilful stcwMrlship ov r the yeCtr tho~t the club Is in a 

good position to meet the d MIIeng :.<. of the .redit 

crunch, economic recession and poor summer wealher. 
George Goodenough 

Cambridge (Gransden lodge) 

WE WILL be hosting the NettiOnd l Vintage Glider Club 
rail\' 23 M,ly- 1 ]LIIW 2009. This is the big one! i\11 vi nt, ge 

anrl wooden glid rs welconw. See our websitc for details 
ni this fun week. The rl<llC (or our ever-popuktr regiona ls 
is 22-J O August. Bnok now fnr" discount ~nd > 

Please send news 10 editor@sailplaneandgliding.co.uk 
or to Susan Newby, BGA, Kimberley House, Vaughan 
Way, Leicester LE1 4SE to arrive by 5 December for 
the next issue (later deadlines at www.gliding.co.uk) 
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Club news 
> secure your place. Due to popular demand we arc 

now u>nt inu i11g <Jll f sevcn-d;ly-.t-\vf'ek C>!1C'fillion through 
th is w inter (subj<•ct to wc.Jthcr of course). 

Derek Coppin 

Cairngorm (Feshiebridge) 

l\T the time oi writing ""e arc h;dt\.vJy through our 

OnoiJ<'rfl'sl .111d h.1vc· pl.1yC'd host to visitors from 

llowiJnd Forest, North V\',1les, Shcn ington, Parham, and 

Oxford. Our guesL' hdve enjoyl'(lwav<' c limbs on most 

d .. 1ys w ith Croft 13rown oi Bowlancl Fo rest at present sitting 

at the lop of the trPc: .11 14,000 it. Congrc~tu lat ions to John 

Andcrson on goinfl so lo. Sincl.1ir llruc<"'s Cohr.1 h,1s 

fin.1ll\' cnwrgNI from the trc~i lcr pMk for its CoiA, and has 

t;1kccn to the ski<:s after .1n .1bsC'ncc o f eight years. Th;1nks 

go ()Ut to Nick Norm<1n c1nd his te,.1m lur gclting our 

Robin lllf\ through <~not her annu;tl ColA 'vV<: will be 

fly ing right through the w inter .1t we •kc·n<ls, ,1nd mid ­

week by arrangc;onwnt. Ple.1se. check out our websit0 <ll 
ww\v.gl iding.urg 

Chris Fiorentini 

Channel (Waldershare Park) 

G I,Et\T so.tring conditions on the Kent co.1st recently, 

including a classic sea breeze front, have SL'<!n club 

rnoembl'rs att<"mptillg mort• .tmhit ious crn;;-(ountry il ight . 

M cmhers .1nrl instructors al ike have been jJC'riccti ng their 

fil'id l,111ding ll'<;hniqu<'-.S as a r~ul t. Th • dub is prt><;ently 

se:.-eking loc;ll council permission to conduct Jerotows 

frnm the site >0 ihdt n •x t )'Par we can jo in the intcrdub 

leagu<•. Congratulation; to Stcvc Chapman, our latest solo 

p i lot. On .t il'ss happy not<· the club lr.ICJor dnu mower 

were stolen re ·ently. li anyone kno\-vs where \VC m ight 

souret' t1 dwJp r<.'pl (lcemcnt our chairm;111. Sirnon 
\<Vaters, woulri iJe most gr,lleiul ior ,1 c.tll. Contact details 

are on our websitc. 

Nigel Shepherd 

Chilterns (RAF Halton) 

ONGI.(ATULATION to Pip ,1nd Col in f<\ r winning, 

rpspectivdy, our ~ummcr mid-week ~111ci weekend lcJddcr 
competitions. We ilrl' now looking for.v;1rd to some good 

ridg<>-ilying nV<'r the shorter days oi our wint<~r ladder ­

.llw • .ty~ d bit more in\PI't:.!}ti ng when you Jrc cross-country 

tens of kilometres away from home Jt less than ,1 few 

huncln•d ft'Pl c1hovp th(' ll'T'frlill. i\s u~urtl for O<:toh<.-'r, we 
~HC! seeing quite a few new studc•nb l rom UCL down ;,t 

the wccckcnds. Around 70 frt •,hl?rs h.1vc gut b.1ck in tuurh 

with UCLUGL following th<' freshers F.1yrc (where some 

fi signed up for lhl' nltti l ing list), and \V(' .HP 

l'ndeavouring to keep those that turn up ,1 1 the airfield 

inten·Stt'd in c1nd enjoying our great ~port . 

Andy H yslop 

Clevelands (RAF Dishforth) 

WITH nnly a fpw glimmer> nf d€n:nt weather recently to 

keep the autumn<~ I blue' <lt bay, <~ I I at C levclands arc 

('.Jgerly clwaiting •l sun:cssfu[ W<lVe ~e.:l~O il. \'\l(''ve ~1 1 ft1(ldy 

h.1d our colk•c tivc wave ~o.:~ring appotite whetted in the 

last few WPeks, .md \h(' wave junkies .1rc. ..-pending 

irKrC.1sing dmounts oi time looking for those bc.wtiiul 

John Anderson is congratulated on his solo by 
instructor Trevor Cook at Cairngorm 

lcnticul<1rs. So lwrc's a question ior .tllthose who usu.1lly 

spend their winters staying n Jrfl'nt b.1 hing the circuit -

why no t come and join us !or some winter wtwe action?~ 

W e fly every weekend, weJther permitting. Visitors ;trc 

al\ovays wclcoml'd, though be sure to cont,tct us in 

.1dv(.mcc (www.clcvel.1ncbgliding.org.uk) ior arrival info. 

M att Woodhousc 

Cotswold (Aston Down) 

WE'VE h~d a torrent of first solo pi lot$ with the tally 

stClnding <1! nim· ~o i.u. There's not C'nough sptlCe 10 list .1 11 
the nt.tn1cs so, sorry gents; ladies only. Helvn.1 C arncr 

sulocd nn her 16th birthday, ,J iirst for the club and our 

seer ·tc:uy bcce-1mc tlw first womJn in thl' UK to solo in 
o ur new PW-b. Club m embers have achicvl'd 

considerable succ < in the 15rv\, 18M, 20M, Club Class 

.tnd Junior Nat ion;1L .1s well ;1s Competition Enterrrisc 

clnd the two-seater event. Congratulations .md th<.~nks 
should go to 0 11 \' Ward ior being .1n uubt,lnding d irector 

o f the C lub Class. Our PW-Gs were used forth<·' first time 

inr a BGA instructor course and jurinl>d to be <.'xcellent 

.md our experienced p i lots report ;1 ood cross-country 

perform ant e. Rcgr<'ttably, during August, one oi our rord 

rctr i evl~ trucks WZJ~ stoll'n by v;mdnls and iounrl burnt-out 

loc.111y. 

Frank Birlison 

Cranwell (RAF Cranwell) 

CLU£lrncml><'rs haw beC'n completing a number ni t,1Sks 

w ith l'.cil t\ lkins going round a !OOkm, 1\ngus Watsun 

and Kev Atkinson attempt ing J dist,HK<' of over 7l)Okm 

and l.1n Mountdin com ing very' lo><! to" 500km w ith .1 
erop o ( Silver Distances to boot. VVe arc now looking 

lorwurcllo bo th our l lalfowe('n p.1r1 y and Christm,t~ p.1rty 

and tlwse <·vents should provide enough hot .1ir tn g<> 
soaring on . O ur th;mks go to both Mike Hale and John 

Morri~ w ho haw put in m.1ny hours behind the se •ncs in 

order to emur • that the club remain~ on a sound fnotin ~, 

as well as all those o ther rT1cmbc" who put in many 

hour> to keep our fleet. MT .md wim.h in gnod condition. 

\1\/(' ;1lso w elcome Kev N\orley as our new treasurer. 

Fin.1lly we w ish ;1ll our nwmbers the season's greetings 

for 20011 c~nd a succcs~ful 2009. 

Zeb Zamo 

Crusaders (Kingsfield, Cyprus) 

OVER in ypru; """ have m.1dc the m ost o f our T-21 by 
flying our visitors in it during th very \\'drl11 wcat lwr. The 
summ<·r also saw a hunch n f ne' 'Rar~c·' >Oio pilots: Pat 

Surlly, l ~1vel K.tntor, lik and SVl'l.r Pt:tkn - w ·11 rlune di l. 

The smal l group w ho went to Halton had" good tinw 

(.1nd mdn;1ged to fl )' ior six oi lh(• nine d..1yS:- nol had 

considering the p in in h ' U K. Th,mks to the st,lff .1nd 

members "' Chil terns , for looking aftr<r us sn w('i l 

again. We have l;m ( .ally) Galla her ,mcl Paul Mosl in 

lu~re in C:ypru!:> (11 the m men! running I\VO back-to-h;a;k 

lo int S •rviccs Gliding cou rses- w •lcom boys. lso .• 11 

tlw moment, our aircrdfl L:ngi ne-el~ N ikl)S KJr.1olide i~ in 

tlw LJK doing his Half C.1t <.:<Jur.c·. Good luck anrl hurry 

buc:k- wP miss }'Oll. 

Jo Rigby 

Darlton (Darlton) 

CONSII)[Ri\I>LF progre•;; h.1s been n1.1dl' .tl our rww 

sill' . \1\fc now h.:we ;1pprovJI for motor glider t~1in i ng. 

planning permission for .1 c lubhouse. ilcquisitinn oi .1 

S( •co nd h.1ngar, tW\ Hra~s cutting m('1chincry .md 

nppl ic;1tion for G r,mt funding- ,1ll k<'~pin' our 

enthusi.1stic members busy. N "' c;ontrol led a i r~p.tc 

.uound l)onL,I~tcr/ Shdii<:ld A irport Is n•,tr i< ting flights to 

the north-west ol Darlton . Congr~tulations go to Mark 
Sirnp5on .tnd 1\nrly (lonelwyo who 'oloed recPntly in K-

1 ,md converted to K-H . t\ v isit to Portmo,1k at the end n i 

September by four members resulted in crcditJblc 

;1chi<:'Vt•nwnts, In four day~ John Swannack, Davc rpcth. 

M.trtin Vin ent and JJmes ,. ~nna k ,r ~h ieV<'d hnurs 

and a 7,0 Oft. <'\ further club visit to Borders tMilficld) is 

planm'fl .Jt tlw cnd o f October tu has<• the 1 , ve nvc>r 

tlw Cheviot. ! 

Geoff Homan 

Dartmoor (B rentor) 

i\ SHORT r port ior this edit ion, but one w hich is full of 

sign ifi c:cml t1rhic~vem('nl: Robin \1\/ilson w C'nl ~olo in 

September. along with t\l.1n l.lilllilrd ;111d Rog<•r Green, 

who both went ;ulu on 27 September. O.tV<' )<'>')', w ho 

rcguiMiy ploughs .t furrow in the sky for us :1l l to follow, 

recently t'i<w in tlw W •st ·m Region.1l R.tlly .1t Nympsii ·Id 

,Jnd campi ·tcd 300km for hts c,old LJistJncc and 

D i,1rnoncl God! Jrouncl .t ta.>k , ympslk ld-Nnrthampton 

B.tsingstoke- 'ymp;fi •Id, hut,u1 1)' he c;,m tdl ynu why he 

didn't get the claim. And for thos of you with a r,.vin 

A tir on si le, wl' -iln re.Jssurc you that it I~ perfect!)' 
possible to launrh tlw Cnnrrctc Swan tn _!OOit, for it tu 

cumpiC'tc il 1110 d grr•e turn ,1nd land bad<. in the 

upposill! d ir lion in LC>rnplet s.Jf<'ty. ltht ask Bob Jon6 

(or Gu; PeJrcc, who w11s in the front call. 

Martin Cropper 

Deeside (Aboyne) 

'OMPETil RS in the UK Mountain Soaring 

Chi1111J1ionsh ips en joyed five LOmpetition d. y . Rn 

W i lson w;1s th<' ovcr.t l l winner and John Ellrs won the 

J.Jmes DJviclson l leight Trophy. Tiw d,1te' for 200'1 

LJKMSC .m~ b-12 Septc•mhcr 20(J'l.l11is Y"Jr's wJve 

se;:1son h~ts U0cn V('C:.' dU. Ivl' so ft.~r, lthhough no 

Sieve Chapman is Channel's 
newest solo 

Cotswold's secretary Sarah Brown is the first woman in the UK 
to solo in the PW-6 

Cheryl Smith is congratulated by instructor /an Mitche/1 after her 
first solo at Devon & Somerset 
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spect(lcu ldr heights hJvf' ht'C'Il r~ ·o rded dS y(' l. Booking 

ionns ior nt'xt ypar '~ UKMSC ond \VilVC ~cason ilre 

.tv.t ila l>l<' onl i rll' <1 \ ww w.ri<><'sidcgli di ngc luiJ .co.uk. M<>ny 
(•xcP!!cnt cro~s·cOu11try f l ig ht ~ havC' b0cn ,lchic•vt'd 
r<'< errtly incl ud ing a (,')Okm .md " S 16km task; the 1.1 \t er 

ilown <1\ l:l2 km/h r. Congrotu lation to Garcth f crguson, 

Toni l l,l u~IPr ,md ,Y1u rdo !V\Cicrlnnct ld for gzlining their 

llron;<• (; l).wid i\nd r<'is ior 1/ yi n~ solo; Pau l St.1 mnw" 

ior rc-solo ing; lames Addison o~ ncl Ch.ul ie Jordan ior 

.H hieving their R.1sic lnstru<·tors rJting5. 

james Addison 

Derby & Lanes (Camphill) 

COr'IG~ATULATIONS to our /,1\est so lo p ilot>, Sylvia 

lnslcy, Oave Guddard, Rog _r LuCls, M.1 11 Rcynolrls, 

1\nd) LornJ>, dnd Tuny i\ngeli ca_, , 1h.11 mak sal lo•ast 

12 this ummr•r. t\ 1,-o w el l dnr1 to M ik Arm>lrong, John 

Collins and Anrlv M <' iv illc ior w inni rl {\ the Po kl ington 

1\vo-Se<.~ter mpc.tit inn tagain)1 and to hri~ Knttpp ,1nd 
Steve DJy h r Silver istam:e. \'lie didn't win the 

lnter-rlub i <UI~Il trnol. hut thc111ks to a ll tl1os w ho 

c ornp<'ttld . 11w tri ,1l )( 1I1P n v 10mm p l c ~l i c rope oom 
tu lw going we. I w ith winch driver' learn ing how to 

;plic -, not thM much has been needr>d ·o IM. Robin 

l lood , i rsp,;c~ is now w i lh us, hut leH •r' ni o.~gr •m nt 

'~cmlo show a wi ll ingness o tO-operate, tinw w il l tell. 

Our fifth A 'iW 15 has drrived on ~itP, ond thP annua l 

Ahoyne e-. pedit ir.)ll i ~ unrh!r \-\·\t)'· \V!• h{ V(' nm-v n'vcrt 1d 
In our winter schedu le•, w ith lly111g dVJil(lh l(' every day 
l>utMond,l)'S. 

Dave Salmon 

Devon and Somerset (North Hill) 

0~ ,J<,\TULATIO to Chery l Smirh .rnd lan Hunt 

who hcll<e both solocd. W e had " wry sue ·essiul open 

1\'CPkmd in \•gu't IJk ing ' " '"r £4.000 and hopeful ly 
ga ining,, f 1\ more mcrnl rs . We h.we inst.1 llcd new 

rnt~ ,tl doors to our origin.1 l h.1ng.1r. \<V ,uc lot1unJIC in 

h~tving c 1ur hon rn ry architect in th d ub, Pf'ler mith, 
who de ign<:>d, super,•! ed .md in, t,l ll ·cl (w ith th help o f 

><'vc r~ll other vo lunt rst thcse subst. ntial doo r . 

Kayc Alston 

Dorset (Eyres Field) 
WE HAD good coverage in thr lncdl EC'/ to, th ank, to 

M,lfk (niidd, ~nd hJVl', mconc LOI11 ing trom Dorset FM 

Rvdio to do" p i ·· o. L <>ro l •'vlarsh.>l l took p.1rt in the 

Llsh.rrn R<:'<~ iondls fl /.1 , ' nming .> cred it.1bll· 7th . 

\VIw n th ~y l) l'rivcci , t I Jshcm·t they iounrl our Astir ,t lrcady 

there, flown bv Peter R h insnn. w ho .1chiPvcd h is Silv ' I' 

dist.111ce. Congr,l tul~ tions \c l arol .1nd PPtPr on thC'ir 

.1e·hic·wm nts. Kev in Wc,tw od ventured inl.md in the 

Astir, nnlv to run out of l ift and bnd out nwr 

Piddletrcnthid • W olfg01ng Fischer cnmp irtf'(l" t 47krn 

round tr ip in hi' Kestrel . We have JUSt l e~rnt oi the 

pass ing .IW.1)' nf I lorry\! o l t at 01c end o f 5 ·pt.ember ilfte< 

" long h.1tt l•' wi th i l lness. I IMry wzrs .> r ~ I d l .tractcr .md 
~o ., h.-rck to th ea rl y sixti .11 th Dor~ct C lidi ng Cl ub. 

We' .111 st<nd h i~ re latives and idm il y our deepest 
rondn lcnn., . 

Colin Weyman 

Congratulations to 16-year-old Adam Burns on his first 
solo at Essex & Suffolk 

December 2008 - January 2009 

Essex thoroughly enjoyed the company of a group of officer cadets from Sandhurst who joined the club during its 
last flying week for a gliding course as part of the cadet 's adventure training 

East Sussex (Ringmer) 

THE idst w eek.,nd in August , ,1\v 111 ~1 r ' th11 n a doz.l"n 

illernhcrs persuad ing the public about the joys of gliding 
at Shon: h<1 m air>how. Our K-2 1 .ltt r<lCi l'cl ;, lot of interest 

on the ground ;m d even more in the air. September. w .1 

c:h.ul tc oi en JS Adria n Lyth took over from 0.1VC 

W ill iams. U.wc, who had been in the job ior nin<' w.1rs, 

h;1' t)eLom , t reg i ont.~ 1 examirl('r Cl nd ~.-v ill continue .J S our 

motor gl ider instructor. W ' wish them both every success 

and we'd also l ike• to say a I ig t h ~ nk you to G ii Tl iiE'y 

w ho has ret ired m m instruning <l ifer more )<e.1 rs them 

most or us Cil n r<~11cmbcr. The sag;.t 0 1 ground works 

continues ami it now look- as if things wo n't be 

ornp l<!ted unti ln x i , p ri ng -somethi ng to look fnrw,trd 

to ovt>r long w inter nigh ts. 

jim lzzard 

Essex (Ridgewell) 

ONGRJ\TU LATI(),'\!S to Sa m Fisher on dch icving h is 

Sil v<:r h ·ight. l iP on ly ho1 s the SOkm crus~-cuun t ry left to 

complete his Si lver. Duri ng our last il~' i ng W(lek (l group 

nf o tTin:r c,u lets from Sdndhurst joinPcl us for ,, g l id in~ 

cours~ ~ts p.1rt of thei r Jdvenlure t r~1ining. VVe. thorough ly 

t>njoyPd tlw ir c·nmpnny ""d wish .rll n l thum w ell. We 
abo th.mk the ;\ ngl ia g l idi ng r lul 1 ior the use th eir K· l 1. 

Gen ii and Sut: M art in hJvc left us for pastu res new and 

we wi<h them w d l. They w il l be gr~ t l • m issed: Geofi as 

instruttor .1 nd Sue ' Jllz1ting ilying rE·rord and keeping 

the p remi> clea n. it is w ith sarlnc's th.1t we report the 

de;llh or R ' StD ndcornbc, an enthu~ i asti - memb -•r who 

regu lar!) flf'w w ith the \o\lec.Jnesda lub and oft n on 

Sundays. W e w i ll mi>s h is succin t ob>ervat io ns 

' ia lly at the cl ub AGM s. Our v ry incere sympathies 

g() to .1 11 h i~ t.un i ly. 

Peter Perry 

Essex & Suffolk (Wormingford) 

;\S J rather d isappo inting thcrrn <>l ing season w inds down 

w e c;,n rc'port some first so los <1nd hodg<.: , chicv rru: nt 

(rn o>t recently !\dam llurns - s(>/o .JI 1 b. Ken \<Vnrcl ,tnd 

)rm D.wis- solo, Jcrry ~ewhcry - re-solo. Col in Downcs 

- Silvvr d i>l.mcej and look back una sCilSlln in which 

good flights were .1Chieved i ll all levels. \.Ye c.1n Jlso take 

stock oi I B monl h's cxpcricnc, usi ng Dynccma U1ble. 

Over '1,000 l.1 unches in tot.1l with much r< ·duccd cable 

IJrodk.lgt', improved lc~unch h ·ights (frequen tly over 

2.000itl ;md user-friendli ness. it does requ ire a l ittle more 

r:Me in usP if the h '<I pNiormarKt' is to be obt.Jincd hut 

overc.dl it 's Zl dPfinit c ~ucccss story. 01ow wi th the autumn 

upon u~. we_ have ct st~ddy fl o~yv n l ah·initio training. triJI 

fi ght , v.:>rious members p l,nning trips to hi ll site:., anrl 

nlw.Jys tlw hop ·· of .1 11 onasion.1 l wi nter soaring d.1y at 

Worm ingiord. 

Dick Skinner 

Fenland (RAF Marham) 

F N LANI> hzwe taken possPssion oi ;1 newly -refurbished 

K-2 1. A d is<!ppointing Inter-s rviccs cornp ~ t i tion we<Jthc r­

wi st• didn't d;•mpPn thf' r'n ihusiasm o i our p ilo\5, 

p.1rti ul.1rly PPIP Sta nrd AIIPn w ho mamg<'d to Sli'lrt il l 

l<'ast. i\dri;1n l.lr,1mwcll has successfu l ly completed hr 

Okm to Upwood. Th ' stJtio n Ll:i\P day h. b ·omP a 
firm favourite wi th cl ub members w ho appr iat th.1 

th is is an xccl lcnt opportunil) fo r RAF personne l Lobe 

intrnduc "d into glidin ' · WP werl' d l i httvl ti'!<H thr 

min ligh\5 frnm RAF Honningtnn visi ted .1nrl I w 

peop le. Many thanks to Paul M Lie.>n and Roll Sta lbrd ior 

oq;dni sing cv "nt -; on th day. 
Nalalie Day 

Four Counties (RAF Wittering) 

ClX'>I GRI\TUI.f\T IO • go 10 M all Fc ul kncr. who ~o loccl at 

the end of th e S pternbcr. M .111 has been I 'Jming to tly 

w ith the lluh on an t\ ir C.1d!lt burs.1ry, cmd h~s succ e<led 

in soloing '"ith < rerli t left i n his ac ounl. ll1 lub fl ying 
week, mrr fi rst at Will ring thJnks to th I IJrri r squJdron 

holida , ing in Cypr"'· w .-1 > re~ L SLJCcess. A lthLl 1gh the 
w~cl ther wasn't filnt~sti c, we fl w VC.' ')' cby, .1nrf 

everyone r ally njoyed them,elvcs. TI1.rn to ".1 1 th se 

m mhers .me/ vi i t o~ that n1 de it d •ood WL'Ck The end 

of the "summer" ha;; been .1 lot bcttc• th.rn •xpC'I. l d. , nd 

so cross-country congratul<-1 tions go to Jon Mord , !\lex 

rd<'n .rnd 1.111 D,l\vson. who .rll c omplet ~J th ir I OOkm 
il igh ts. W ith the new crop of Loughborough Unrversity 

studc.11 un lh~1 r wily, WP c1re now ge.1 ring u11 fur the 
winter trd in fng, :, t;~..tSo n . 

Pete Davey 

Herefordshire (Shobdon) 

\ •VE arc w orking on a number of improvem ·nt-s ior our 

r~c i l iti es. 111e 1110:>1 .lmbitiou i a 11<'\V hangar w ith ~ tcnm 

inv l iguting thf' po sih il iti . W e w i ll a l o be l't'furbish ing 

our workshop thanks toP ter Poole, who. as a qua lified 

inspector, ha> o ffered to lakP .1 I ~don tlw work. In 

August a tri( I I ~n evening \\'..t~ tnad mor~ t:xciting by 
" l.1rg contingent of the lub Class N~t i nna l s rlcct 

land ing hl!fP un th >ir w,l) around O ld R.1dnor ,rnd b c~ 

to ston Down. W ell done to l'h il King on h is se onrl 

p iGGC in the U K Mounta in So;rri ng Chc~mp i onshi p> at 

Ahoynl'. Thcrl: i> stil l p lenty o i tim 10 jo in us for o me 

w inter solui ng. VVt! l 'njoy ri dge and \-Vtl\' ' in very wind 
direction bu t give u .1 call trrstto check Jvailabi ll ty. 

Diana King 

Highland (Easterton) 

WC <1re going to holr.l .1 seven-day C<)mpetition next AJ)ril 

and ar • c,11i ing it the Spnng Mount.J in So~ ri ng 

Chnmpionsh ip~. n 1f' ;"lim is to make this the premiere 

competi tion c·v nt in Scotland. Aflril oftPn givt!> S<1111e oi 

the best soari ng o f the· ye<1r w ith ridge, th rmal Jnd wJve. 
Sit u;,ted ri ght on thC' edg(• nf th L· rnoun tdiJlS .. tnd in tJ1P 

middle oi Scotch whi skv co unt r\<, Eastc!'lun is id J lly 
pldcccl . The e.venl w i l l he lim it "d oi .1 max imum 01 ~ U 

gliders, so l>nr,>k eJ rl y to dvoid d isJppointment 1l1e da les 

to r<'S<'rve in )'(Jllf dl<>ry arP tl w 5- 11 Apri l ~009 · '"' th~ 
aclvc•1 iscmcnt in this m,1g,1zinc· for dctJils. O ther news: 

the Jun ior dnd K-2 1 now both hack oq-l ine nnd looking 

good aft '"r ,!lithe· w ork c.~rri ed out on them . 

Congr<~ t u kll ions to Scoll N Jp ier and Stuart 1aylor on 

th ir p ri z>-wiqqing succ sses in rhe 2()Qll UK Mount.li n 

S0<1ring Ch, mpion h ip held t t\hoyn '· 

John Thomson ~ 
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Club news 

London's tug fleet ready and waiting for action on a 
summer's day 

Kestrel (RAF Odiham) 
THE A ;M w~> wC'II-;!tt •Jded and sa" a number of 

ch~ng - to the commiliPe structure as our CFI Bemd 
Verm ul -n tOOd rlnwn ,,it ' r thr yc.lr>. ,J period whi h 

has seen th ·most ch.1ngc ~1t Kcstr •l in m~ny y Jrs. 11 
w JS instrument~ I in the Introduction oi motnrglider and 
tug oper~tions during the w k Jnd at the w.:.-ckcnds, 

1vhich 1< Jk some tact and diploma • to ensure oil a ~rficld 

u er< were h,IPP\' wi th the• operation. Hi ded i tion to 
the jel l> '''"' him dl Od iharn 111ost even ing .mrl week nds 
rluring the summer months ensuring that motorglider .1nd 

gl ider fl ying 1va> ,1l.Jit· 1 take p lar: . B rnd tell us that he 

i5 looking I r""rd to bdng able' l<l pend m r' tirne in 
the front se,Jt ~nclto becoming ju. t anoth<'r c:lub mr•mber. 
A ll in ti1c lull w uld lik to pa5 n their th<tnk. to Bl'fnrl 

ior hi · c fort He i rep ldced as -FI hy Brian G" rston. 

Neil Armstrong 

Lasham Gliding Centre (Lasham) 
D ESPITE. the weather th is )'ear, we managed to get eight 
Silver u i t~ IKL'!', wel l don • to thos > intr [ltrl few. w 
opt·'rilte 364 rl::t)'l> J ye,1r and, rluring the winter, v <' w1ll 

be runn111 1 scvcr;1\ cn urs on m ··tcuru logy, n~wig.1 1 ion. 
u oi radic.), ~1ir law and ainn;:tnship and cross country 

flying. W e hcwe expeditions bo ked to )<tea, the French 
A lps " nd Aboy1w for 2009. We wi l l Jlso he host in!:\ tlw 
Open IJss Nation:~ ls/Regionals from 8- 16 J\ugull. D,1w 
Dri pps who h.t~ been nur grounrl engineer !or over 25 
years, lett 115 in S •pt •rnbc r. lie wi l l be gre;ttlv m i!i,ed. 
Wishing you ,111 J very Happy New Year and plenty of 
good SOilring wc.11h r en 2009 

Marjori" Hobby 

Lincolnshire (Strubby) 
CONG RATU LATIONS to /\run Am,math on g ing so l 

Jnd Duve Rvrh for hi ilvc r height. Our r enr taster 

days went w ell and gener.11cd a lo t o i interest. Another 
flying cxpericnc.c clay ft>r und r-privi lc>g 'd chi ldren was a 

grm t su c s md r '1\'Jrcling both for the p.trt itir><~nt and 

our members. 
Dick Skerry 

London (Dunstable) 
O UR r<;gin nals 11-erf' b l sed wi th six scurinn days, 

.1Ith ugh thcr w r-rt• plenty oi fi ·Id l.tnding>. Our th.Jnks 
to d irector Rob John, and congratu lotions to winners 

Ewan Crosbie (131ue), and Nirk Ti lll't (R.-d class). To give 

c;w ryone else a c:hann•, t-.:i r k w ill be Di rector olthe 
2009 regionals. During tht• c'ompetition Lloyd D uh,u1r•y 
r,tisr'd over DOO for the Chi iiN n A ir Ambulance Serv ice. 

Congr~lluL:llions to Greg Corbctt <1nd Paz Ogbe on lirst 

solos. The O ctober 'Xpcdition to T"lgarth was a great 
SULL ~. with just one> d.1y 5nubbc·rL Tlw other d,ty' 
produc-ed some spect:1 ular ridge q1nditions, thcrrna ls. 
,1nd a taste o f wave with Rob Brimlic ld rc>ilching 1 O,llOOft. 

Many th.1nks to our hosts at thc:> l{ ,v \ "C n 1e w inter 
calendar has started w ith GPofl 's Sunday Lunch C 1rvery 
and the (j uy 1';1wkes night " Buttocks" Trophy. ~worded to 

the· best ;1malgam.1lion ol pyrotl'chnic and >m ring 
prowC5S (1vilh ;111 unmdeiCied ocvi C). 

Andrcw Sampson 
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Mendip has welcomed a massive number of new 
recruits including Ke(fy Oyer who soloed in the K-13 

Mendip (Halesland) 
WE have had a very successful summer se~on dc.:spitc 

M other' aturc. We mn two summ~'r holiday cou rse> and 
two trl.ll I , son wreks. Many thanks to al l thn e who 

made this possible, 111 luding Lhe stud ' " "· Well clone to 
Kerry Dyer who went o lo in p lember in the. cl ub K-13. 
A huge wd orne to the massiv number of new re ruits 

who have recently jo in cl thu gl1ding club. fina lly, ,1 big 
thank you to Mik ·' from Sk)•loundl who v isited us in 
Odohcr to discuss the possibilit ies ior M cnclip 
purchil ing a Skylaunch winch. I!V<~ werr,• rco>all y 

imp~ St'<:i w ith the a 10unt oi options oprn to th , 'poor' 

clubs too. Th,mk you to Cot wold .liding Club lor 
lending their kylaunch w inch to M ike for us to use 

duri ng the vi si I. 
Terry HaUon 

Midland (Long Mynd) 
UNDAU 'TED by th weath •r fore ast, task wrek proved 
very <uccessiul, due in no mal l part to the hard work oi 

the o ·~ni rs. On th S, turddy there were 13 landouts to 
on tend w ith. The week was won by John Stuart, flying 

wi th various P2s in the DG SO'i. Congratulations to Mark 
Sm:~ llwood on his fi rst solo ilnrlto Luke S,1nders on his 

Silw r dist,1ncc. Since then Luke very nearly achiPvPd hi; 
Silver height, missing it by only il m.1ttcr oi feet. The 
Myncl w,1s wel l rqlft:Smtcd attlw U 111J Cla>s Nationals ~1t 

Aston Down by brother and sister tc•,Jm Sar.1h l'l"t.l dnd 

M ike \~'itton . l' lan<. .1fe n w IW II undl'f w:1y for n >xt 
ye. ~r'· cc ledxations for thl · d uh·, 75th anniv rsary, p lenty 

of flying and p lenty of oci.1 l events, rnore detai ls snon~ 
Steven Gunn-Russell 

Nene Valley (Upwood) 
MM R 2008 1 tll l.J > lwst lorgolt n, although sincc­

junc rlub gliding h cont inued on every fl~ble 

occasion. W e ha c w k omcd a r ,-;ub r stream ot FririJy 
CV<'ning groups - sonw r njoying the best days oi the year. 
Our new recruit~ hJvt• c ;n!inued tra1nn1g, 11d our 
rer: 'ntly soloed r i lots have been in Jet ion lOO. Kerry 

ertz, NVC ··s only lady pilot, h.ts ronv~rted to our 

jun1or Congratu latTons Kerry. John Young and Tony 
Walk<Y IV re jo ined by Tom cdwards .md travl!i lcd IO 

Edenso..1ring f r ix rlil)'S of fl ying in ept~mlwr. ' in e 

th · ir return, the luiJ h.ts e hoed to recounts oi .1 gre~ 1 

week ollly ing, .1lti tudu .1chieverncnts. and promises to 
return .1g.1in IWXI yP<lf. At the time of writing the d ui> has 

just completed the purchase of "nothcr K-13; the first 

.1i rcrait in our pl,lneH" I fleet development prngr,1mmc'. 
Simon Gent 

Norfolk (Tibenham ) 
(;R[AT ~<ktring on Fri< l .. ty 15 August saw four mili<lcn 
.WOken C old distance or Di3moncl goal fl ights by John 
Koche-Kel ly, Cary Marshilll (7 hrs 40 m i nute~ in th Astir) 

jan r\thcrton ,111d l'aul \•Vilkinson, who completed his 
Silver as well and ~ lso 13urkeley Pittaway who g.1 ined 
Si lver hC'ight. Congratul,1tions also to cadet Harlf!)' 

Grayling w ho suloed on his 1 hth birthday, Paul 

Woodcock's Silver d istanct•. Wi ll DJ\' completing hb l-ull 
t and )an her A · t. Thcr ·· was a goocl turnout on 27 

Congratulations to cadet Harley Grayling who soloed at 
Norfolk on his 16th birthday 

Sept<1111ber, the b4th t\ nniversary olthc il l-fJ ted Kassel 
mi i n, ior a spccin l service at the 445th Bomb Group 

memorial I w to tlw Clubhouse. f\ USAF h nour guard 
from Mdd nhall presented the club w ith a new Stars ~mcl 

Stripe< lla • .1nd Air M.t r~ha ll Sir Rodcrick oodal l 
present >cl ,t new Unt 11 )dCk on behalf o f the RAF. 

Michael Bean 

Northumbria (Currock Hill) 
W C had some grc.Jt ily ing during our week-long 

exp0di tion t Portmoak. We lt.td a total of eight g liders 

ther •, including a club two-S'Jter. 1 ick \·Va on went 
solo, Stevc Goo h completed his l ive hours for Silver 
durJtion and Steph Bum achieved th Bronze .tnd CTD>S, 

country. MP,tnwhil ba k .11 Curro k H ill Richard Harris 

has- at last - gcme solo. S ver.1l mc.mh r have t.-1k 'n the 
opportunity w ny in a K-2 1, w hic-h ha.~ , rriv d on a 
tempor.lr) ;w.tp irom llorders GC in exchange for one o f 
our PuchJrz fl t. O ur w >bsitc iw ww.northumbri.t­

gl iding- lub.u:w k has ~n greatly improved thanks to 

c lub rnemi.Jcr ic Fellows. 11 members Qn now edit the 
site by logging in and uploac.Jing photos, adding new'i 
,lfticles or ewn upd<tting tht• pages that are .t ire<~dy here-' . 

W hy not take J look? 
Richard Harris 

North Wales (Liantysilio) 
Tl-li\NKr LLY the end oi "summP.r" gav(> u' ~ oup lc oi 

w k!. I ciPcent weather which Jllc1wed u~ tn d(> some 
m irlwce · fly ing. In spite oi th1s seJson not being the best. 
our club is in a he~lth ier position iinandally th,m i t l1as 

bL-cn for som~ time, Jllowing us to sJJrt paying back 

some oi the mem ber's loans that have helped keep us 
atloJt sin e ctting up on our prcstmt si tP All th i~ is 
thank; tn an increase in membcf>hip anrl a rise in tlw 

i l •tn • oi voucher holders w 1th some r ·turning to ava il 

themsf'lves of the 28-tb)' memb rship and 1.1king i urther 
flights with a it'W w i>hing join the club. O ur annu.1l 
cxr cl ition to the Cairngorms IS ubouL to g t under way 

w ith iour glirlc-r .mcl eight or ninC' mc.mb •rs all keeping 
fi ngers en)!,,.,<) for gnod conditions ior Cold or even 
D iamond hc1ghts. 

Brian Williams 

Oxford (Weston) 
t\FTER the dire> summer, we wcrl' lucky to get ; onw good 
conditions during our fly ing weeks. Thanks for all w ho 

took tim" oi l tn help ilnrl l ly. Congratulations on 13ronze 
to Kcith W hite, Albcrto i\raoz .1ncl Richic> I j ale, ,1nd for " 
SOkm and Silver height for Raph.1el Sof.1ir. O nly sl ightly 
fpwer cnngr;1tul0tions to Stevc M Curdy nn his 300km, as 

J. slight lapse in navi~}ll ion meant hL• mis~cd out on 
D i.1rnond goal. Two jolly hard luck stori •s; Andrcw 
ll uttc rlield doing 480km ol a 500km and Rub Jilc:ksnn in 
h is Skyl;u"k doinf! 29':1.1 km oi ~ JOOkm. O ur morr 

competi tive pilob h.1vc b0en 'doing' rcgion.Jis at 
Dunstable, Hus Gos. Gr.1nsdcn <md ll ir estcr. Well done to 
tbem for putt in~ up w ith the condi tion> with hardly a 

compl.1inL .1ncl i ly ing well. M y next Club N •ws will 
include J report nn the AGM . I be.t )IOU t onnot wJ it. 
Neil Swinton 

Sailplane & Gliding 



Rattles den :S Brian 'Griff"Griffiths and Brent Noble on 
Griffs last instructional day 

Peterborough & Spalding (Crowland) 

O UR \ccond !l yi ng w c•ek h.1d m;m y pi lots taking time nii 

but we· vvcn.: ..tg:.J in let dmvn by th e ,l\vful \o\lfo.! .J ther. O ur 
l rrp to tlw llorclcrs C liding dub ,11 M il lic•ld during 

Scptt·mhc~r we~::; a gr(:-•;JI ~ u c:.c es<.. The vvave seemed to 
elude us !wel l .1 p.1 r1 irom our site clwck ! lights), but th ere 

\ WlS sonw good r idg~ · fl ying to be clone, <t big novelty 
those· hi lls ior us ll .lll anders. A big th.tn k you to the 

instructors ,1 nd S t ~ J(( Zl t 1V\ilii c ld for m,1king us all feel V('ry 

wt- lconw. Also , 1 hig thank you to Carry { acy for 
mganising thu expedi ti on. As I vvr ite, our dnnufl l 

t· xpe·d ition lu r-\b(;yrw is dra\oving tu !1 d~1 ,e. Thl' v.-'Ord is, 
th.11 although Lh~tc• drr' no Ditlmon cl h ights th i. yeJ r, 

m.1ny cxrel lr!nl wave il ight·s ~ ' I' to 12.000it h; tve been 

,\Ch it:vL'l.J w ith lire hu nu u i 5omc lovely sunny wCJ thur. A 

lUll repOrl will be orthcoming. 

Merv Bull 

Portsmouth Naval (Lee on Solent) 

IN mid· Sep tember w e hosrcd a vc rv succcssiul RNGSA 
Dc•vd opm n l We<?k w ith 1 '\ n .,., so los, :" w d l ,,, fl (. 

r;, ti ngs iur i<'k Larnbcrl ~n<.l MikE• Wood. M t:dllw hil<.: 

fom Ldw~nds sent Re~ O~twson tA o ur J Rs group so lo. 

CongratuiJt ions ll.l .tl l . KE·ith Murlo il workr~·Jt ird sly 10 

help m21 ny lns-truttors- achi vt: A ir-Grnund r~1 dio 

qu.llit'tt::l tions. CAA al looti on of ou r new Ler! Rad ir~ 
lrcqucncy t l lll .'l25 ), ,1long w i th J ne.•v dirfie ld manuJI. 

h.h c•n<Jhb l our on si t!' Gi\ fri rcnds tn opera it' lr(!ely 

,dongsidr> us and the :wfie lcl tr>els encou r:~ g i ngly more 

act ive. V\;'p'r(' ple.ti.S t:-YI t h.11 Jft ~r a kmg rPcuv(•ry I rum 
injury, Tony vVorld h ~s all ht\ rati ngs b., cl.;. He a nd Henry 

~ r~?ebom celr•hr.lted w ith Ll w eek'_, tui tion Jl Sl AuhJn in 

the French Southern Al ps. Tony\ gl ider, wit h others, is 

now h(~i ng p;1 C:kPd to spend the w inter in So uth J\ !ri t '-:1 . 

The rc·st ui lLs hJVC Urol' r lew.sed by so:lf illg co ndit ions 

l,l tt• in Sc!ptem ber. 

Neil Shaw 

Rattlesden (Rattlesden) 

. ·\ ~ l l::t\ mdny vcHrs ~h L1n 111 S! ruct.or. -a nd past CFI, 
~ .ttt lesden WtJIIId like to ~ ·'Y ,, hig th.mk you to Bri .1n 

Criltiths who hus m mpll'lr' d hi s l. 1~ t i n S! ruu i on :~ l du ty; 

Brian wi ll ll \lW be ab le to enjoy m.1tW happy hours in hts 

K-1>. Cr.JilgrJtu i.J tion;; to Kev in King"" hi> ·w okm fli ght. 

Rog<'r Cntt<'t ' .m el t r·i l M ork y hnve uoth had !l ights of 

over two hnurs; ,<\l ex S}'Z.lmanski , Ly nnc J\·1o rlc y ;\ nd 
Lmn ,1 \Vi! !cox h L1Vf" (,.:.OnV!;'rtcd to th e Junior; Lornd 

\\l tl lm x h~~ hau ,, fli ght of '"' r an hour 1 lW!mJs her 

cross -coum r~' endorsement and Sam \Noodgate hds his 

' ' 'conrl h:1lf-hou r !l ight tow nrrls his llrw12r·. Andr~ 
Ctlrni sh, N igel CIMk.,, Mid, N ichol l5, 13 rent Js.'oh lce and 
Kcith 1\yd<.!r have al l co nv rtcd to the M istr:1l. 

Helen Page 

Scottish Gliding Union (Portmoak) 

DE-S f} ITE v.:~ ri uu s l llQLc.o ro logi cc~ l t'JIHJi tiuns, w·e: hdv~ 
man,lged to en tcrld ill a number-()( vi sitbrs o:1 nd ;:1 few of 
t!wm c've ll m;ll1(1ged to gr(lb a h;Hige nr twu. O ur \VPb­

sitc '" " lw ·n rc··vJmperl Jnd w~h-suriers to r pr' rhil p wr· 
shoulcl be c. ti led w eb-gli der>) w il l ,ec th dt th u club tS 

u!fc.·r-ing .1 11ew Lev rn lo r:l y packJ.gc. 1l1is hJs m e.t with d 

December 2008 -January 2009 

Sara Ashdown, of Southdown. who recently went solo 
at 17, pictured with father /an who towed her up 

rt-~a ~ onaiJI P rl:~pnn)P and \Ve are hop(-'ful to rl Urc~c t new 

mr•mbe<'. I .1111 deliglltc·d to be .1 bl ,; le> rc>porl that Tit £> 

Scottish Cliclmg Union- ;\ lli>Lory has ii ndlly been 

complt•tt•d dlld wil l he:' rt'<l dy for de! iv t•ry in ti nw• for 
Chri stmas h l 't.' p d g e 'HJ ford n:vic·w l. Copie:i G \11 h(' 
coll 0r'ir'rl ,l! till' c lub or i rom myscli 

(i an.edsson CcJ) b ti nternet. cmn) - f l '.!. plu s p+p. 

Ach tevements si nce last iss ue incl ude: Rod Connors, Ctl l 

,v tcC iuney. l' iona C ill :tndcrs, Wil lic Alhn cllld N icl.; 

W .1tsnn (from Northumhri.l)- ii rst sol os; Studrt Sutherl:mcl 

- 13ronze and Sall y \ ·Voo lri ck - Silvpr dis tan ce. 
lan Easson 

Southdown (Parham) 

TI-l E recent f i11e ' eat her has enJbk.>d the cruss ountry 

>quad to Gl!Ch up 0 11 th eir fly ing hours . Rod Wal ker .111 CI 

8ri Jn llatcson b rough t honour to the c lub by w tnn ing th 

20-M f' lrC c l.lSS lwo-sf'd ler ch.1111p ionshi l" ;11 L.tshilm . 

Congratul~1 t ions to Ri ch ~1rd Bec.c.:ham on atta ining Full Cdt 

stc1tus, an d to ScHll \Vorthington-l .eese who hJs so loed. 
Li gh t north-west('r!y winds have offered us .;;ome c~n l y 

w in ter opportuniti t:s for hi ll :-; o ,1ri ng. 1\'\o rt· impre5sivt' st i ll. 

h ~1vc bee n th e suc c:c.:s~ i u 11 o f Sl'.J l.>rc 'Le fronts form ing 

.Ji ong th t ... Down .., providi ng u~ w ith 11ours uf li lt und('r 

spcc!ccular condi tions. Pilots i10m L<~ sh~m and 

N 'mpsiield hnvc jO tn•ocl in the fun. \A/ e uifer specia l 

w inter mr·mbersh ip le lhose in terest :d in hun in their 

hill -so.1rin); skill o;, c~nyo ne inter'cstc. l , iJnu lcl vih it nu r 

w cb!tfte. L1st ol ,1 ll. ;, w11 rm w elco mP hack to G rah:m1 

Foster J ftpr h is misundc.•rst,mrl ing with ,m immllv,l blc· 

nhjc'Ct w hile i lyi11 g at M ind n in the: US/I. 
Peter 1 Holloway 

South Wales (Usk) 

D ESPITE the >ummcr, members have been invol ved in 
m.ttw activdies: the c lub 's Gmb Acm I 03 m igr.t tr·d to th .;, 
l rl'nCh ;\l p> for :1 li ving l1o li ddy. Th:li1ks m ust go to /Zl ll1C! 

M ctt •. tl ie .1nd thl' m.ll1y others ior organ ising the tr ip. 

Mca nwhil ' we took o n a nu m her ol ah-fnilio.) tm ~ rds 
the c.nd of the summer, resu lting in l-'etL1f N unn going 

so loJ and cnngr,J tulu ti nns t M Jrti n l3 i~ hop for converting 

to the st ir. M 0mher<; huvc been r fin ing th nl'wl y- tittP.d 

webc1m a nd vou c..ln set' when we arc orf'rJ ting Jt the 
time, butl >ettC!r st ill w lw nut cum <.! ~ncl visi t us in thr: 

fo r t hc.nmi 11 ~ \Nelsh \\':lve se(1son. Th.lllks, al ~o goes to 
Ch r i ~ ole (or rc -i ntrodur i ng that m ysteri o us J rt o l 

soari ng in the UK, by t,1king ,1 sm.1ll group to Sutt o ll 

H~lll k. AcL.1111 Ut•acLH1 completed his Silver hy fl ying h i~ 

five-hour endur,tnce. 

George Robertson 

Staffordshire (Seighford) 

O UR open wc't"k(•nd c1t the· 1\ugust G.mk I loliday w.lS 
ve ry 'l LICCcssfu l dlld HO lll(' rnher..- nr th e public Pnjoyccl 
fli ghts-. On une of th e better cb ys in Au gust , StPvc 

IJrincll<;y tkw to Hu, i>dnds IJoswurth in tlw Cl ui> ;\stir lo 

complete his Sil ver hddgc, clnd on th" sc1 nw dJy C eoii 

Sut ton il fl \-v hi s lirq so lo ~wrot<'JW .:1nd PPtl~ r Cill tested n ut 

hi s nr>wl y·,lcq uirpd Lii>el le. Sever,l l oth<"r r eople 

squeuz.l'd ,1:., mcmy km out n f the day .1s poss ih !c to 

improve th c· ir scores un the Cluh IJtlder. At the end o l :t 

Congratulations to Philippe White who celebrated his 
first solo at Surrey Hills 

busy S(~ .1 son, nur lug is now h,w ing .1 res t. its a nnu ~1 l 

inspecti on .md m,lin l.l.' ll ~l ncc . VVe hdvc t.JkPn deli very o! 

ou r sp:uc winch, ,J(ter ,1 peri od of reiurhi .;hnwnL rirst 

tri.tls ind icliC' hettt'r I,JUnc h hC' ighh th.111 our Tnst wi nch 

.1nci w ith th« <;m no thncss oi ,, Skyi.1Ltnch. O nce 

commb~ ioni ng is cumpletl', th e To:::-.1 \vill be t.1kon out of 
serv ice for ,1 c:ompl c:t ( ~ nvPr!M ul. 
Colin Ratdiffe 

Stratford on Avon (Snitterfield) 

UU R. w in ter fl yin g sc hedule is run ni ng ,md it 's good to 

rept) rt th.Jt wE"'vc att r:t< tecl J decent number l.) t ,,c"· 
tn<'mb rs (lVer th ~ past y,,,,,,., w ho are now ~eeing lhJt 

g l id in~ <;an still \, > fun w h n tetnp<.!r<J turt's (>l ummet, skies 

Jncn'l b lue •. md lhcn11.11> t.1ke un " di iiercJlt me;,n ing. l l 1c 

end of Octobt:-"r saw o ur AC1Y1 wh~w w t.' w Prlt! .. tb l(-' to 

cc lebrJI.C the successes n f 2008 :md cunsidcr some t.J f the 

ch;, llmg<'s. he, d. Mcmb rs !'n j uy<~d a $1",.1Son:J I I)Ct 

togcthc r in rWi y Novemhc·r lor .1 boniire, tirework rhspluy 

:1ncl bJ rbequc . A good tinw w Js had by all wi th more 

much needed fumb for our ~1 irf i elcl improvcmC'nt 

progr,nnme l>c.ifl g gb'ncrcJ tcd . The new d uhhou ' b-now 

in use .mcl the w inter wi ll >CC plen l' ' o1 behind the scenes 

act ivi ty as we pr~p.n· , , for the ne" yPM w ith th ' · 
dev lnpmenl oi " rn~rk~t ing 5tr:J tCig\' ilnd re\'d ll1jl or our 

cl ub w eb si tc. 

Richard Maksymowicz 

Surrey Hills (Kenley) 

D ESPITE t h ~ clwad ful wr<J!her the• B rit i ~h umrner 

provided U> wi th, wh ich unlortun .. tel\' completely 

washed o ut o tu· i ric·nds and I.Hllily day, the c lllb hus st ill 

m<l nJg d more IJunch "' and hours thJn IJsl ye;u and the 

ye0r before. Ken ley \VJ> also iortunJtP to h:w e use oi the 

8 A Duo D iscus for a tew dJV in ;\ ugu5t w hich 

providC'd some llK'mbe r~ \v ith th ei r fi rs t expC:'ri ~n e ... in 

high-perlo rrm nce !ly ing. A big th.lll l.; you to S t ~ve Codd 

fo r org.mising th is, .llld .ll sn ior all h i> hard wo rk 

throughout tlm yeJr on the field. Congrd!Uil.H ions tn 

l'h i lippc Wh it ro on his so lv fl ight .wd <~ l so to DcJvid K i rby ~ 

Smtlh on completing hi> Rron>e b;,clge. Wt!h winl<'t fall 

:~ pp rmch i ng cilln 't inrgr· t lh<Jt thJnk to our h¥ rl runw ays. 

W(; w ill he nperclti ng right through the w1nter (l nd w~ 
.J I\WI)'S wc·lconw vi..,ifo r~, he !h(1y ,J h -initiuj , ~olo pi lot <:. ur 

in~tfUC[(lrS. 

Marc Corrance 

The Gliding Centre (Hus Bos) 

COC<G f.U\TU L \TI ONS to all our club members wh o did 

\v~ ll ;11 competitions thi .; yc'<h includ ing Chr i ~ Curt is who 

canw th ird ,1t Bi ccs tC'r R(~g io n .1l s, ,m d \ \ 'Oil the only 

COill JH.:tititlll day Jt th <.! U K Sai lp l;m c.: G r.md l' rix . RuS>d l 

Chc•c.•tham, Llll ll" sccr. nncl in the 1 B,\•\ 1\,\l ionals, w hil e 

John \rVi lton t .1rne th ird ;1t C r~H1sd t · n R.C'gion.l l., , ,1 11 <1 M ik(' 

iordylr'elcr liurgoync came fourth in bo th th e 20-M<.!trc 

tw o-se.Jter dldnlpion ~ hips and th e 1\Jt kli ngton twu-"Sc:ttc r 

competi tion. VVc welcome ( has Cm vl ey .1s our n('w CTI, 

.:md thank ou r ou tgoing cr1 Pznd 1\rmstrnng for ,:Ill hi ~ 

l1:lfd w ork. it is w ith 'K!d regret that w c rc;port the death oi 

L:w ric. W :1tts. a founder memlter nl th is cl ul>. He wil l 

be Se1cl ly missed by all those who kn ew hi m, > 
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Club news 
including our more junior mPmi>crs, who w ill 

r mt-mb r him as tlw ~.t l her Christm,1s who arrived in a 
pldn 1! 
Siobhan Crabb 

Trent Valley (Kirton in Lindsay) 
PILOTS from Trent Valley n•corded some excellent 
competition results during August. Carl Hutson, C1 llom 
I larl<ncss and Stcvc Nnck took our K-1 :1 to Pock lington 
iOr the tvVO·SP(l te r COn1f>€'1ition, lll~lnJging to win thl' 
\voodcn Ll(lS> <)Utright. Th "'ir score of 1,23:1 point:, \NilS 

also enough to t.1ke them to eighth place overall out of 
')()entrants, well up amongst tlw gl," · ship>. Meanwhile 
John W il liams took hi I SIJ down to Ln·ham for the 
Stondard ation:tls and fini hed just one· point off second 
pb <'. ur ~uccessful st~ason of ilying event> c.1nw to .1 
close in Sept mber when a party from the ktguar XK 
Owners Club 1omcd us tor cl flyi ng d~y. The ar park 
look!' l ike a Li..1ssi <·ar how' vVe .Jrt: grareiul tn 
ewryon \vho ha tl.lrned out to crew for these v .nts ­
they arc extremely important to us in tr rms of revenue. 
Alan Spencer 

Ulster (Bellarena) 
WE had i1 sue e siLt! summer,, . r rcb disa led ilyi ng, 
this being th • first lull season w 1th our new spcci.JII y­
ad.lpt -•d K-11, w ith 0 p •r cent f .tl ! dis.1bled cl.1ys being 
su ·c fu lly och i 'Vt'l:f. O n thP cros country front oary 
M Laugh! in had qu it~ ..1 few flights, the larg 1 b •rng a 
170km. New soJn, for UG - were mi r l ight pilot r\ntly 

C.tmeron whu went solo ,tlk r only nine l • .tunch >- " lot 
of nying in hi> mr ruh~ht paid nfl. Queens University 
f\l iding dub's Davicl Lisk w ·nt solo on the sam day o 
well done to both. W ha I J v~ u ces; ul Portrmh air 
show with !an Gallach •r rlorng d ex client clispl.1y on 
both days, capping it all by landing on the west tr.tnli in 
front of hunrlr<:!ds of thousands f ~pet..lato" . We hdve 
quite d few new mcmb rs rhrs year with around 80 lu ll 
111C;-'11ll><'rS- the l.1rgcst w •'v ~en in .s Vl'r£11 years. 
Owen Anderson 

Vale of the White Horse (Shriven ham) 
I GUESS We:! are h.:wi ng .J !1it oi c1n lndic:1n summer hut it 
hasn't made up lor all the poor weather. However, 
gliders hJ\,I;l he n i lown and c1 number of ll1(.'!11her~ h,wl' 
.tddf'd d cnt flights to the club cross-country hook. Our 
CFI Stcvc 'ash .rnd his wife ),tnt· fl •w th •ir lvlo>quitu in 
the La ham region~b coming third ilyln "' a team with 
some l1<1rd ilown c ro ; -euuntry . Such were the 
conditions; I uncbstJnd that on th(' !,1st leg, where they 
scored well, they r)('vt>r got ~hove 1 ,800 i t Op rdtion,tll y, 
w~ Jrc pl._mning tu start mid-week ilying for m •mb rs 
with their own gl ider;. Our memlt •r hip <tnd f,tcillty ic-es 
are very favour;,ble so ·onw down and check u• out. 
\• ith tht· clubhouse impr< v m nts fini;he<.l, we just n *.'Cl 
to get the wood-burner installed before th cold we.tther 
seb in ,md w 'r • s I. Bring your IC.l<l ting forks ,md 

slipp " 
Jay Myrdal 

Reg Rowlinson is congratulated on his first solo flight at 
Yorkshire 

Welfand (Lyveden) 
OUR August flying week wa losely followed by many 
of uur mf'mhers joining In on Four ounties G 's task 
wc.oek. W ith the weather as it w,LS m;,ny of our pilots haw 
be-en try ing out cliffcrPnt glidC'rs and some h~vc been 
putting a icw points on tlw noss-(ountry l.idcler. Aaron 
\

1Vickh(lm, t>ur youngest fl y ing rncmber, hJs gun~ solo 
Jnd is now le~rn ing tu driv • the winch. TI1cre is quite 
som t.tlk .tbout joining in with Four Counties in next 
yc.Jr'S Inter-club League ~ft r our ,tbscnce irorn th league 
for ,, few seasons. 
John Strzebrakowski 

Windrushers (Bicester) 
Dave Wait hits ,ts<crnK·rl th n1Jntlc of CFI dnu we would 
like to rh,tnk Per Brown lur his lead<!rship ov ' r the ldst 
1 H rl10nths. TI1e weath r lul led us rr11o a false s nsc• or 
optimism befnre the 1 R-,vtel rE' ,Jtiona ls w ith scvc.r.:t l 
SOOkm ~nrl two 50km for D.1n re and )o lien how, 
who succcssiully completed her navig~tion test for the 
NPPI.. TIH• 1 R-Metre Nill ionals, under the• dirC'clion of 
D ickie Feakos, ;~chieved five (i.tys fl ying, Lcigh Welh 
coming out on tnp al the end of a do~dy-fough t contest. 
Th.Hlks to .tll the m<'mbers that volunlcl•red their servicl'>. 
Duri ng tlw competi tion jam<.:l Wilson flew his Cirrus 
around Gold distance, S.t lly Cnnp<•r dnd l'etc Cadlc 
a hieved ·ilver rlt rr7ttion , w ith l'ete r ompleting his Silver 
by ge ·ng In L.tsh;un on .!1 Septomb r. \flip have 

purchased a Robrr1 tu add to our tug fl~t ilnd J Fa lkc 
from Germany. 
Davc Smith 

Wolds (Pocklington) 
OU R annua l Two-Seater Cnmpelitiun wa a ~ucce:;s 
raising over £1 ,8tl0 !or .u1dc Oo~ for the Blind. John 
• orm.tn and his teum I ·d the competi tors inl four ta»k 
d.1y and the overall winne1S Wl're H 'A, lh DG:>OO 
ICJm from ( Jmphill. !"he Best Wood trophy was won by 
the tr:>.tm d pundits from Trent Vdlley, fl ying their K-1 . 

What on earth is /his? Could this be a wind-powered glider spotted at the 
Vale of the White Horse? 

Aaron Wickham after his first solo 
at Welland 
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Our new clubhouse is provid ing opportunities for us 
outside Lhe routines of gliding c1nd lhi~ ~umm r Wt2 

h.wc hosted scvcrJI events. Next year \vt.: are hosting 
the Club CI;ISs n.ltinnills in July. We w ngratuiJtC' our 
two rcgionl! IS w inrwrs- M ike rox tlt Bicc!Jter. and 
Simon Barkt'r •. Jt Gransden. \i\!e have •Nelnmwd J 

number oi new members including Lcvc Jnd Lcslcy 
W ilkinson. lkrnil' Svcnson has .1chievNI his .!OOkm. 
Graham WMiforth i. now a Full Cat ,1ncl D<1ve Holborn 
an 1\ ss ( al. Charl ie Togg has stdrted fast je t 1r;:1 ining in 

the KA F. 
Avelyn Dell 

Wyvern (Upavon) 
W HAT ay •arfor ·ompeli tions' Dcspit • the wcath r, 
W ill Ch,tppcl achieved a ncdi table fifth place overJII 
from his two start> in th • Juniors, but our ntry in the 
lnter-servicc,;s fdiled to make much o .1n impact on the 
strong KAFGSr\ l e~m present. Congratul.llions to 
A ler \tVtJI I on h is Pnteqlrising (_Kh ieve.ment oi fiv<-! hour 
duratio n to cornplc • his i lv r bad~c. and qual if)' in 
the nick of time to enter the Inter-s •rvicr." .tnd to Ed 
TPrmini on re-soloing after a long br!:!<tk from gliding. 
Six .rh-initio oursc. h, ve h<; n nm so (ar thrs )'Car, with 
one more to go. and all hav~· been well -atteJlded by 
m •mb,•rs of thP Arm d ·l'rv iccs. As I w rite, 10 
members and iiv r;l id r <lre .1boul to clcp.HI on 
expedition M ilfield 2008 in '<CM h ol WJ VC ilying and 
Gold ;,nd ilv •r height clalrns. ··aclly Merv Kelly hn 
decided to give up the post of club le hnrcJI memb r 
and w oifer thanks rrom all ol us fur cluing so much 
work and rnany long houl'\ in 1h work>hop when h 
cou ld h;,v b , ., out fl yrng-
Andy Gibson 

York (Rufforth) 
THE l c;~king roof oi our new clubhouse has bc 'n 
rl'P• irL>rl - thdnks to th e who r ponded to an "PP<'..! I 
and corllrfl Juted towards the cost. ll1c project was lrC.lted 
;tS an emrrgency be _Juse it w;1s fr'tm:•d much oi the 

internal clecnr,lt ion could h.we bcl'n ruined. Our 
instrudor> have been l•xtra busy flying the blind, 
p.lrl ially-sighted ;md cli .:~ bled, ;md with two w«<k-long 
courS'"", during whic.h i1 11 •w d ub memh r, Michacl 
Foott•, went so lo ilftcr just 7 flrghts. Following a dr,HllJtic 
enwrgeney landing on our .ririielcl from nearby Lintnn-on­
Ou €'. where iJst-iet pilots Jr . lrdined, th(, instructor 
involved has received .1 pr : ugtous RAF c:IW()J<.I for 

"cxceptionnl fl ying skill and jud~mcnl .'' 11 1 s f rt.cd In 
shut down h i~ engin ;,nrl glide on to our m~ in runway 
overshooting Into a n arby frdd. The alternative would 
hav • been j -l ing 1 lth hi> pupil .tt th l.tst moment d rtd 

the pi.Jne crushing on to Rufiorth village. 
Christopher Brayne 

Yorkshire (Sutton Bank) 
TH~ weather hJs b n disappointing, yet the 
a hlevernenl> nf the YG rluring the l.t t coup! of 
months have: been amazing . . ue ,\h rne, re-solo alter .1 
2 U-ycc~ r lay-oil, R J R(_1vv l i n~on ·o k>, laire l lon1lctt re­

solo. I'Pte Thclw,lll pi;Kcd third in the M icllancl Regional>. 
John Ell is went north of th horder to the UKMS 
finishing third overal l. Lindscy McLane won Competi tion 
Enterprise. Anrly Deacon irom the Striltforcl G · •ut lti 
Si lver five-hours. Congratul,1tions to you Jll. ;\ special 
thanks must go to r\nne Silver ,1nd S;~r, 1 h M Jr;h who k~pt 

us all well fc•d while our chef, llri<l!l w,lS t.tkinfl his 
holi cl.tys. n, .. YGC w ishes ,, very Happy Chnstrnas 1u .tll 
the clubs and visiting pilots who hilvc "njuycd our superb 
fiPet .tnd f.t< i l it ics dunng th )'l'M. lumc Jnd join us in 
200'J and you won't be disappointed. 
John Marsh 

S&C 's thanks tu Dehh Evan> for editing thi> i>SU<' 's Club 
News - Susan NC'w h)'· l:.dilor We are partic ul •. 1rly grat.,ful 
I(Jr Oe!Jb :, hcclp thi' i •SUt'. <.1.1 , h • •<Jil<:cl Club News V I) 

soon a tier the birth ol her <ccom/ daughter, Olivi Many 
cungratu/atiun · 10 Oeb() ,md /ll'f family 
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Club focus 

PETERBOROUGII & Sp,1lcling Gliding Club (PSGC) 
prides itsel( on being a very (riend ly and family­
orimtated club. The location lends itself to both good 
!ocJ l cl nd cross-country SO<lring, with no immcxli<ltt:• 
ilirspace restrictions. 

We currently have a hea lthy membership with 60 
plus fu ll flying members and 21 priva te ly-owned 
gliders. Our club fleet consists of thre<> two-sc:<ltcr 
gliders for training, two singl e-s e<~ t gliders for solo 
flying ~1nd two tug aircrJ ft. 

PSGC orwrates from our ~1irfi e ld just north o( 
Crowl ,1ncl, South Lincolnshire, roughly midway 
lx:tween Peterburough ,1nd Spalding. alongside the 
>\1073. We ,1re an aerotow-onl y si te with our airfield 
being <~pproximatcly 30 acres in si ze and h,we two 
ma in grass runway strips, orientated at 09 I 270 ~1nd 

03 I 210 degrees in dire lion . Two m,1in h:mgars 
house the club aircra ft, <~ncl a few sm,1ller hangars are 
used f<)r ' 'thc r club c•quipmcnt and privately-owned 
aircraft. We h,w e the all-import,lnt clubhouse, w ith 
fu ll rdrt•shment facilities ,1nd licensed bar for when 
living ce,1ses at the end of the clay. 

Glidi ng fi rst beg~lll at Crowl,1nd Airfi eld in M,1rch 
1968 by the Perkins Gliding Club. Its previous site, 
SpJnhO<' A irfield, an ex- LJ SAF wartime airfield had 
come under the hammer (literall y) the previous winter 
with the runw<~ys being brokt•n up for hard core. 

Preliminary enquiries by club member jack Lovell 
paved the way for club offi c ials to negotiate the use of 
the airfield dt Crowlancl with the owner Mr JVV[ 
Hanks, a keen avic1tor himse lf. Mr Banks had his own 
ili rcr,l h, ,1 Miles ,v\cssengcr, IJcl scd at Crowlancl in 
what is now the numbe.r tw o hangar. Tl1<mks to his 
ilssist<mce and encouragemen t the club deciclecl on a 
trial pc•riod. 

Originally it was thought thJt the site might prove 
unsuitJble, be ing only 15 miles from the W ash. Aiter 
the first sec1 son, despite worse then normal weather 
conditions, the c lub decided to accept Mr Flanks offer 
to use the airfield until I 970 when the situation 
would be reviewed . 

During the winter of 68/69 the hangar was 
dismantled ,. t Spanhoc ~1 nd rc-ercctc•d at C: rowland. 
During the latter part of 1968 aerotow faciliti es had 
been made ava ilab le thJnks tu D erek \Nil cox and 
Harry F<cnley using either a Ti ger Moth o r ,1 Heagle 
T€Yrier, which wils ferri ed ow r from Cranficld. 

W ith aerotow facilities being availab le on a regular 
biisis it w as felt that a more modern two-scat glider 

December 2008 - January 2009 

was needed. A five-man syndicat<> headed by club 
stalwarts Reg BrJdshaw and H,1d<Jn I lares ign 
purchasecl c new Boc ian 1 E, which arrived on site on 
the 16 May I 969 at a Cr>>t of "PI'"'xim:llely £1, 100. 

By the end of 19(,9, gliding w as firmly est,1blished 
at Crowlancl A irfield with many soi\ring fli ght> 
<K .hieved . The myth that the Fen ilrea h,1d a sca rc ity of 
thcrm<JI <Ktivi ty for ('xtc•nded soaring flight had long 
been dispelled. 

Due to company politi cs, non-Perkins members 
w ere limited to a r,1tio of 2 to 1 ,1ncl so a new club, 
PPI<:rhorough & Sp,1lding G liding Cl ub, was formc; cl 
on 'I June 1970. TI1e two clubs oper~lted alongside 
each other, evenluclly merging to become I'SGC. 

Over the years, the club has gone from strength to 
strength and has peaked at ,1round 90 members. TI1 '' 
club has also now negotiated a long-term lease w ith 
Mr Banks, ob1c1ining the long sought clfter security of 
tenure to emble the club to move forwclrcl with longer 
term projects. 

Tl1e club has ,1lways been active in promoting ,1nd 
encourJging gliding in the arcJ. During the summer 
months, flying evenings are Jrranged for numerous 
orgc1nisations so that their mernbcrs/cmployct·s c;.1r11 

experi ence the thrill of gliding. Many new members 
hav<~ joined through just such iln experi ence. lt is 
th;mks to the efforts of club members who volunteer 
to provide the expPrtisc required to fl y the aircr,lft, the 
ground crew to launch the Jircr,lfl, administer the 
airfield and look after our visitors, that w e can 
continue to offer these trial lessons both during the 
evenings end <1t the weekends in cddition to our c lub 
rnembers' flying. 

Visitors are Jh.vays welcome and we operate a 
reciprocal membersh ip for participating BCA clubs. 

Merv Bull 

At a glance 
Full Flying Membership: £230 

Country Membership: £150 (over 70nm) 
Junior Membership: £115 (up to and 

including the age of 24) 
Student Membership: £50 (in full-time 

education up to the age of 21) 
Social Membership: £50 

Launch Type: Aerotow £23.00 (2,000ft) 

Club Fleet: Two-seaters: Two SDZ Puchacz 
and Grab Twin Astir 

Single-seaters: Astir and Pirat 
Two tug aircraft: Piper Pawnee and 

Beagle Huskey 

Private Gliders: 21 aircraft ranging from 
Pirat to ASW27B 

Instructors: nine Fuii/AssCat and eight Bl's 

Types of Lift: Thermal, occasional wave and, 
for the desperate, Spalding Power Station 

Operates: Weekends and bank holidays, 
plus two flying weeks during the summer. 
Weekday flying also available for Silver C 

pilots, mutually arranged 

Contact: 01733 210463 or 
mobile- 07913 945634 

www.psgc.co.uk 
enquiries@psgc.co.uk 

Site Location: Ordnance Survey 
Grid Rei: 52600 E 31452 N 
Lat/Long (to WGS84 Datum): 
52 42.822N 000 08.173W 
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Vi ny!G lide.co.u k 

VlnyiGiide computer cut gloss self-adhesive vinyl lettering 
- we have worked it all out for you to comply with 
EASA/CAA regulations and it comes with illustrated 
application instructions. ready for you to apply, from £60.00 
+ VAT. Choose your colour and size and order online. 

VlnyiGIIde lrom WESSEX PAINT CENTRE, supp~~ters o1 high quality cut 
and prlnled vinyl tor v es. s!gns and bann~ 

Go to ~lGJlcte..c.Q • .IIl< for full details, links to 
regulations and to order or phone 07976 24 7505 

cr3 PFT- HINTON 

The Motor Glider Club 
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Use the dull Winter months 
to get your 

Motor Glider Licence 
• 13 hr Course for Glider Pilots 

Include Ground Exams £980 
Also 

• Motor Glider Hire - £60ph 
• JAR/NPPL SEP Courses 

Hinton Airfield, Nr Banbury 
Less than 1 hour from London or Birmingham - via M40 

01295 812775 
www.motorgliderclub.co.uk 

E-mail: clivestainer@tjscali.co.uk 

GLIDER 
INSTRU~MENTS 

(M. G. Hutchinson) 

PZL, Winter and Smiths Instruments 
repaired and overhauled. 

Contact us with your requirements. 

Write or phone: 

'Tanfield' 
Shobdon 

Nr. Leominster 
Herefordshire HR6 9LX 

Tel: 01568 708 368 

Obituaries 

(Christopher) Erik Andren - Cambridge 
ERIK ANDREN came back to gliding during 
his 'retirement', when he Jnd his w ife Sheila 
settled in the village of Fowlmere, 
Cambridgeshire. The term ' retired' could 
never really be applied to Erik as there was 
always a problem to be solved; at home, at 
the gliding club, or somewhere else in the 
world. I met him in hospital just a few weeks 
before his death and he was still looking at 
the myri<~d opportunities of l ightweight motor 
gliders in the United Kingdom. 

Like most things in life he immersed 
himself in gliding and he took a very Jctive 
part in the Cambridge Gliding entre 
manag ment, in particular, looking at how 
the uture of the club could be secured 
during these times of intense change. 
Despite his poor heJ ith he continued to work 
on this during 2008. 

Aviation was in Erik's blood from birth. He 
was horn in B<ltu Gaja, Malay ia, in 1938 
where his father WJS working JS an Aero­
E.ngineer. After the Second World War came 
to an end the family moved close to the 
Singapore Flying Club where a discarded 
Spitfire was to become part of his childhood 
play ,1rea. 

His early years were interrupted by 
frequent treatment for J congenital heart 
condition. His mother travelled with him 
around the world to find a solution to the 
complex heart problem and eventually, in 
1950, he became the 12th ever open heart 
surgery patient. in the UK, undergoing a 
'primitive' operJtion on a bed of ice. 

His lust for life, following his treatment, 
led him to become a great thinker looking at 
problems relating to physics, religion, and 
psychology. He studied Architecture at 
Kingston School of Art before joining cln 
engineering firm involved with designing 
airport facilit ies. 

He initia lly took up gliding at Upavon, 
Wiltshire, before moving to PortmoJk in the 
'1960s. During this time he served on the 
BGA Executive when Sir Peter Scott was 
Chairman. 

Erik became deeply involved in the 
Initiatives for ChJnge movement, based in 
Switzerland, designing courses for aspi ring 

politicians and young professionals in E<Jstern 
Europe following the collapse of Soviet 
Communism. 

In 2006, whi lst on a trip to visit his son 
and daughter in Austrillia, he flew a 300km 
flight almost 50 years since his iirst gliding 
flight, and in. 2007 he fin<1ll y got his chance 
to fly in a Spitfire at Duxford. 

Erik died pe<1ceful ly in P<Jpworth Hospital, 
aged 70, from he<1rt bilure. H is attitude to 
life was an inspiriltion to ,1ll Jncl his 
methodicil l, intellectuJI, way of Jchieving 
ch,1nge h<Js been shared with many around 
the world. 

He is survived by his wife, two children, 
Lindy ;me! ~oss, and his mother, Leonie. 
Neil Goudie 

Per Oberg, the 'father of club class' 
PER OBERG died on 28 September, aged 84. 

He WilS a Swedish IGC delegate and 
managed to cre<Jte the club class. Per wa nted 
to have cheaper gliders for championships. 
His first idea was to have a monotype class, 
but later changed to the club class concept 

The lub class was first introduced in 
Sweden, Germany and Hol land. The first 
offi cial European lub Class Championships 
were held in Orebro, Sweden, in 1979. 
Later th club class became J \Norld 
Championships class. 

Per lso founded SELKO, a Swedish gl iding 
committee that negotiat d airspa e with th 
authorities at J time when gliding w<Js faced 
by a massive increase in controlled airspace 
Jnd proposJis for transponder requirements 
for gliders. 

The first chairman of SELKO was Jan-Eric 
Olsson, who was later followed by Robert 
Danewid. 

On club level, Per WilS chairman of 
Stockholm's Segel flygklubb. When cross­
country fly ing from the club si te near central 
Stockholm became impossible, due to 
ai rspace restrictions, he managed in '1970 to 
set up a new succesful gliding centre, 
Langtora- today the biggest and most active 
gliding centre in Sweden. 
Ake Pettersson 

Billy Boylan, Ulster 
IT IS with great sadne s I have to report the 
sudden death of Bil ly Boylan, aged 71. The 
club first met Bi lly bilck in 1993 when we 
bought the land (from Billy) for our new 
gliding site. 

Bi lly was a hard-working honorary 
member right up to his death, always 
keeping cl n eye on the place, keeping the 
airfield grass cut Jnd filling in potholes on 
our access lane. A tirele s worker and a 
devoted fa mily man, Billy was always on 
hand should you need help or advic <Jround 
the club grounds. 

A very skilled man, he even bu ilt his 
daughter's bungalow up to roof level, despit 
having no formal training on bricklaying. 

We will miss the yarns and stories he told 
Jnd the UGC will be poorer for his loss. 
Owen Anderson 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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The Air League Educational Trust 

Please visit www.airleague.co.uk to download an application form I conditions 
for all competitions and to join The Air League "on line" 

OR to request information 
email: scholarships@airleague.co.uk 

wnte to· Secretary, Air League Educational Trust, 
Broadway House, Tothlll Street, London SWl H 9NS 

phone· (020) 7222 8463 fox. {020) 7222 8462 

Experience aerospace engineenng? 

Closing date 27 February 2009 

Pile your own balloon? 

Improve your ghding? 

Improve your licences? 

Closing date 27 February 2009 Closang da e 27 Feb uary 2009 

December 2008 -January 2009 63 

mailto:scholarships@airleague.co.uk
http:www.alrleague.co.uk


fly the Vale of York 

• Tarmac & grass runways • No airspace restrictions • 2 Pawnee tugs • Winch • Expeditions welcome 
• Fleet: 2 x K13, Acro 3 and DGSOS, 2 seaters, Astir, Junior and KB single seaters • Motor glider for faster glider 
training • Approved site for glider pilot NPPLSLMG • Plenty of caravan and trailer spaces • Full time staff 7 day 
operation • 1-5 day courses available • Fixed price to solo £ 1,300.00 (aerotow, motorglider and winch) York Gliding 

Centre Rufforth Airfield, York Tel: 01904 738694 Fax: 01904 738109 email: office@yorkglidingcentre.co.uk www.yorkglidingcentre.co.uk 
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JAXIDA condensation free 
al ~l-weather covers 

Now even better covers ... 
- New developed strong and light 

material, with UV-Coating 
Self-polishing action in the wind and 
extend the ,lifetime of your gel coat www.jaxida.com 

I 

UK Agents 

so lE 
PARACHUTES 

• Customised to fit your 
glider at no extra cost 
(ASG29, Nimbus4T etc) 

• Ultimate comfort 

• Wide range of colours 

• Removable, washable 
cotton sweat pad 

• ID your chute and bag 

• Canopy for weights up 
to 180lbs or 240lbs 

• Slow descent, steerablc 

• 20 year canopy life 

Full details & prices 
parasential@hotmail.co.uk 

01256 381 689 
07752 419 445 
Marjorie Hobby 

Sailplane & Gliding 
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The Premier Motor Gliding School 
Courses or by the hour for NPPL 
SLMG & TMG PPL. 
Bronze C Cross Country & Field 
Landing Checks . 
Convert your BGA Licence to an 
NPPL SLMG. 
RT Examination Centre. 

www.enstoneael"odrome.co.uk 
telepho ne 0 1608 677208 

Bidford Gliding Club 
Web: 

Email: 

./ Ab-initio NPPL SLMG courses 

./ SLMG to SS EA (Tug) conversion courses 

./ PPL Ground School and Exams 

./ Glider Pilot Licence conversion to NPPL 
SLMG 

./ Bronze and X-Country Endorsement checks 

./ Glider X-Country Navigation courses 

./ On site bar, cafe, camping 
and caravanning 

' -81DFO RDr;!t/ttlj 

WM-W~1 P~t~~- S~ 
December 2008 - January 2009 

Classifieds 
Please send the text of your classified advert to 
Debbie Carr at the BGA office (not to the editor) -
debbie @gliding.co.uk. Call 0116 253 1051 
if you have any queries about classified adverts. 

Please remember that, if you are em ailing text, 
your advert may not appear unless we have 
received payment by post or credit card by the 
deadline. The deadline for classifieds to be included 
in the February - March 2009 issue of Sailplane & 
Gliding is 5 January, 2009 after which any adverts 
received will be published in the following issue. 

Text SOp/word , minimum twenty words (£16). 
Black and white photographs : £6 extra 
Box number : £3 extra. All prices include VAT. 

FOR SALE 

Fully equipped ASK 21 delivered directly from 
Schleicher in May/June 2009. Call for full spec. , All 
together value of 83.500 Euro, this plane can be yours 
for only 79.000 euro + vat, and airborne may/june 
2009, lars@invent.dk og +45 20472263 

ASW28-18E. 15/18m tips, full camp panel , solar 
charger, leather trim . 250hrs, 6hrs engine. 
Transitioned. Cobra trai ler with full rigging and towout 
gear. New parachute. Will sell whole outfit or hull and 
instruments only. Tel 01730 268028, 07770 303905. 
mike@suesplace,freeserve.co.uk 

ASW27b just 3 years old. Immaculate. No accidents. 
Further details at www.webstartline.co.uk 

Scheibe SF25B Danum-Falke, Reg. Mark G-AYBG, 
SIN 4696. Manufactured 1970, NF 2513 Hrs, Eng. 
Hrs 573. No current C of A but recent engine overhaul. 
Reluctant sale due to loss of licence £4,950 o.n.o. 
01202 737453 or 07970 674532 

LS8-18, built 1998, immaculate condition. 
Instrumentation : SDI C4, NH, T&S, Seeker AR4201 , 
Garmin GPS, Volkslogger and lpaq. Cobra trailer built 
2005. Tow-out gear. Contact robertjwelford@aol.com 
or 01767 677808 

STEM ME 51•0 Quarter Share Built 1991 , total hours 
1900, Engine hours 600. Completely regelled winter 
2007. Comprehensive panel including LX-NAV and 
Mode S. Kep t in private hangar at Lasham. Good 
syndicate and avai lability. Jim.lyell@bitlink.co.uk or 
01962 868492 (eves) 

MINDEN, NEVADA Come to Minden 's new 
commercial operator, Soaring NV. We offer advanced 
cross-country instruction in our Duo Discus; learn-to­
fly and intermediate instruction in our ASK-21. For 
detailed program in format ion, visit our website: 
SoaringNV.com 

/~~~ 
~- ·_·;'· .. -,,, Soaring 

OMARAMA NEW ZEA l AND 

REGISTRATION MARKINGS 
Make sure you comply with 

EASA I CAA Regulations. 
Easy to apply vinyl lettering 

for your glider. 

We can also supply a 'stencil' 
so you can accurately paint the 

lettering if you prefer. 

Contact Signpost Express on 
01983 821778 for details 

or visit our website at 
www.glider-vinyl-signs.co.uk 

(boat graphics at www.boatnames.co.uk) 

GLIDER STORE/TRAILER CLEARANCE 

Ancillaries from storage (Ventus & other ale) 
unwanted, on sale 

Items £345 olfno each (no VAT) unless noted 
otherwise 

Splndelberger ('Cobra') sailplane one-man ng 
device, used 

2. Wlng-walker dolly combined with attachable 
'trestle' upright and spare wheel for same 

3. Oxygen: Eido-Aire miniaturised plug-in device 
complete with 'bayonet connect' diluter-demand 
mask & VHP '4 litre' 3000 psi cylinder (full tho' 
should be re-certilled) incl all (Ventus et aJ) 
piping connection & German/UK adaptation 

4. Another Splndelberger one-man rig 'trolley' as 
above, unused 

5. Collbrl logger hardly used (comp with suite of 
tasks. printouts, etc, if desired): latest use­
connection type, incl aerial. power. leads, 
paperwork/manual etc £495 + pip 

6. ex Auster J1N ('J1S') glider/banner towbar & 
Ottfur and ... 

7. Auster castoring tailwheellleaves; new flap­
notches bracket 

8. possibly one of 2 cloned GPS 90 (suitable talk to 
S-Nav) inc TPs & routes as in 5 above £60 + pip 

9. Last remaining unused Schantz compensating 
'Cloud turn' compass (compatible both 
hemispheres!) with long operating arms 

10. FREE to first deserving applicant donating pip 
costs ASW (20) empennage bolt and T-handle 
operator 

All above available collect LashamiThruxton/ 
Tetbury/Cirencester and thereabouts or could 
deliver (SW) England by arrangement 

Fax your contact details and Items interested to 
Maxwell Fendt 01453 860220 or 'phone 
(a.m./evening) 0208 5791813 (no Email) 

ALSO one of two (or bothl) light aircraft 
preparatory to Cessna Skycatcher replacement 
2010/2011. My management indoors doesn't 
approve or my having both: at least one must go 
because also of housebuild project etc - £22,000 
each or £41 .000 together -

(i) Robin DR400/100 Cadet very smart and 
admired. some 250hr remaining engine 'on 
condition ' (and then again for sure. EASA 
permitting) 1988 ideal first ·own personal aircraft' 
sole owner 

(ii) M-5 Rallye Minerva (Franklln 220) 1970 many 
years of hours left on eng & (c-s) prop: inspected 
non-corrosion; slats and flaps etc; entertaining/ 
fascinating first/second 'slightly complex' a/c. 
Both ready to fly away (from hangarage 
Thruxton or Little Rissington). More details and 
ARC, etc as above. 

WANTED - Glmbal or Pedestal Mount for 
Tracker lVIII 
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Bronze & Beyond 
Brush up your knowledge 

The book that tells you what 
every British cross-country 

pilot should know. 

Available from BGA, larger gliding 
clubs, and direct from: 

http://tinyurl.com/Sn34z 

NIMBUS 3 25.5m 
WITH NIMBUS 4 FIN AND RUDDER 

Built 1981, 940 launches. 3300 hrs. Superb condition. re finished 
in schwabbellack Dec 2007. Borgelt 850 super vario, Microair 
760. Volkslogger, lpaQ 3950 with Winpilot Pro, Diluter Demand 
Oxygen system. ARC, C of A expires 10/4/09 Excellent AMF twin 
axle trailer with first class fi ttings. Single man rigging aid. and tow 
out gear. Full set of Jaxida covers. Available Immediately. 

£31,500 ovno. 
EMail: ian.kennedy1 O@btinternet.com or 07957 195443 

Scheibe Falke SF25B Motorglider - G-BIGZ 
New annual to October 2009, C of A to November 
2009. Professional ly maintained and wel l cared 
for, always hangared. 4050 TIA F, engine 797 
since overhaul & 176 since t op overhaul. Fun & 
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cheap f ly ing at 10-12 litres per hour. 

£9,500 
Contact: Craig - 07836 202085 

craig@trace-services .co.uk 

GLIDER/AIRCRAFT 
INSURANCE? 

Contact: 
Tony Fidler 

Glider pilot for 35+ years 
40+ years insurance 

experience 

ANTHONY FIDLER & CO 
INSURANCE CONSULTANTS 
27 High Street, Long Sutton 

Spalding, Lines PE 12 908 
Tel: 01406 362462 
Fax: 01406 362124 

E-mail: robin_fidler@yahoo.co.uk 

Aufhorised and regulated by the 
Financial Services Authority 

Climate and Dusty Free Covers 

from 

Sweden 
www.emfo.se emfo@telia.com 

For More Information Contact Lars-Erik Blom 
EMFO AB Sweden 
Fax 46 504 15161 

WANTED 

WANTED for posterity Nevynn International 
Catalogue and Price List. Please tel: 01623 634437 

ACCOMMODATION 

GLIDE SEMINOLE LAKE GLIDERPORT - Holiday 
home convenient for flying and Flo rida attractions. 
Sh<!D.!l_$~tinternet.com or Tel 01223 236618. 

Visiting 
Oz? 

FOR SALE 
PA-25-235 (MODIFIED 250) 

PIPER PAWNEE G-ASIY 
G·ASIY, has been with the RAFGSA for many years, and has 
proved to be a very reliable work horse. The airframe is in very 
good condition. with the fuselage being recovered in 2003 and 
totally repainted at that trme. Equipment fitted Seeker Radio, 
mudguards, Tost retractable winch, HoHman 4 blade prop, 
triple gauge, and typical eng, flight instruments. MOD 
SA01154AT recently embodied with alleviates the repetitive 
inspection ol the undercarriage cluster AD 95-12-01. Wing 
struts due 14/0212010. Log books available for viewing. 
TOTAL ENG HAS: 1929 AIAFRAME HOURS: 9386 

£47,000 (lnc VAT) 
Email : RAFGSAENG@BTCONNECT.COM or 

Tel: 01296 696798 

G lider and Motorglider 
CofA inspections 

Weight and Balance 
Repairs and Refin ishing on 

Wood and G lassfibrc 

27 Kellett Gate, Low Fulney, 
Spalding, Lines P E12 6EH 

Phone: Dave iVIason 01775 723737 
Email: silent.flight@virgin.net 
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RANDOLPH PRICES 
-~H-ELD FOR XMAS 2008 

Randolph Sunglasses 
Used by the us military since 1982, Ra ndolph 
AviJtor sunglasses have se t the standard for 
wor ld-class quality. Randolph Aviators fea ture 
the lamous 'bayonet' temples for maximum 
comfort under a headset or helmet, toge ther 
with lightweig ht bu t durable frames and 
superb op tica l quali ty, these are sunglasses 
buil t for a lifetime of use. 

Four lens tints are available: 
Grey - ~n excellent, colour-neulral all-rounder for 
bright conditions. 
AGX - grey-green general purpose lens for reduced 
fatigue in high-glare conditions. 
Tan - a high-contrast lens, ideal for hazy and 
overcast conditions. 
Grey flash mirror - all the benefits of the Grey lens, 
with added glare protection and style from a subtle 
mirror coating. 

Randolph Aviator sunglasses are ava ilable in 3 
frame sites (52, 55 or 58mm) and Gold or 
Chrome frame, with all lens options. Check 
online for order codes 

Grey, AGX 01 TrUl 1 ~ns : 

£59.00 

Fastfind MaxG PLB 
The Fas t find MaxG is a revolut ionary hand-held 
Personal Loca tor Beacon that fea tures a built-in 
GPS receiver (G loba l Pos it ioning Sys tem) 
combined with il 406 MHz transmitter and 
121.5 MHz homing signal to transmi t a precise 
posit ion to rescue services. 

Built-in 12 parallel channel 
GPS receiver 
Global alert via COSPAS­
SARSAT satellites 
121 .5 MHz homing 
frequency 
User replaceable high­
performance 48 -hour battery 
packs 
Compact and lightweight 
Waterproof to 5 metres 

£349.95 
Qui<kfind: FASTFINDMAXG 

A Glider Pilot Bold 

-

New revised and updated 
edition of Wally Kahn 's 
entertaining and 
in formative life through 
the golden years of 
Gliding. 

Introduc ing Bendix King's 
new AV80R GPS. With 
large 4.3 inch diagonal, 
high brightness touch 
meen the AV80R se ts a 
new standard for 
portable sys tems. 
AV80R's touch-and-see 
fea ture lets you identify 
and get critical information for objects 
on the map with a simple tap on the 
screen. Obstacle heights, airspace 
limitations, VOR frequencies - they're all 
JUSt a touch away. AVSOR's touch-and· 
drag feature makes panning the m<J p a 
simple, one-touch operation . No more 
holding il cursor button and wa iti ng to 
see what's ahead. just drag the map to 
instantly scan ahead on your cou rse or 
look to the side for alternate 
des tinations. 

• Size: 5.04" W x 3.23" H x 0.86" 0 
• Weight : 7.06 oz 

12V-28V DC Adapter 
120/ 220V AC Adapter 
PC/ USB Cable 
carrying Bag 
Remote GPS Antenna 
Aviation Mount 
Windshield Mount 
Earphones 
CD of User's Manual 
Printed Quick Reference 
Guide 
4GB SO Card with pre­
loaded European Car 
and Aviation Database 

• Screen Diagonal/Display Size: 4.3 " Touch Screen LCD 
• Power: 800 mAh battery (1600 mAh opt ional) 
• Resolution: 480 x 272 Pixels 
• On -screen keyboard for easy entry of identifiers 
• 4GB SO Card contains aviat ion and automotive databases for Eu ro pe. 
• Dual Bluetooth interfaces for alternate devices such as a mobile phone, or 

alternate GPS receiver. 

£499.95 




